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Preface 


The  Township  Law  Revision  Commission  herewith  presents  prelimi- 
nary drafts  of  bills  to  codify  and  revise  the  laws  relating  to  townships  of 
the  first  and  second  classes  with  exixtsitions  showing  the  source  of  the 
various  sections.  A.  separate  bill  revising  the  reward  system  for  second- 
class  townships  is  also  included  in  this  preliminary  report.  These  bills  are 
submitted  to  the  public  for  criticism  and  are  not  to  be  considered  the  final 
work  of  the  commission,  as  it  will  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  of  1931. 

In  a work  involving  such  magnitude  of  detail,  as  here  presented,  in- 
consistencies and  ambiguities  are  likely  to  occur,  and  it  is  the  hope  of  the 
Commission  that  through  the  study  of  these  preliminary  drafts  by  jrersons 
interested  in  the  subject  such  defects  will  he  minimized  and  additional 
valuable  suggestions  secured  to  make  more  perfect  the  township  law. 

Criticisms  to  he  considered  by  the  Commission  must  be  submitted  to 
the  secretary  of  the  Commission  not  later  than  November  1,  1930. 

George  T.  Weingartner, 

George  L.  Reed, 

Frederick  C.  Peters, 

Charles  A.  Donnelly, 

Andrew  Macdonald, 

^ Clarence  Scheck, 

R.  S.  Blackwood, 

Samuel  L.  Smedley,  Sr., 

E.  M.  Liddle, 

John  J.  McClure,  Chainuan, 

' Tozvnship  Loro  Rcinsioii  Coiiunissioii. 

Wm.  H.  Whitaker,  Secretary, 

211  Suburban  Title  and  Trust  Bldg., 

Upper  Darby,  Penna. 

Harold  A.  Thomson,  Clerk. 
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Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  laws 
relating  to  townships  of  the  first  class  are  hereby  amended,  revised,  con- 
solidated and  changed  as  follows: 

ARTICLE  I 

Preliminary  Provisions 

Section  101.  Short  Title.  This  act  shall  be  known,  and  may  be 
cited,  as  “The  First  Class  Township  Law.”  This  act  shall  take  effect  on 
the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Section  102.  Definition.  The  word  “township”  or  “townships” 
as  used  in  this  act  shall  mean  a township  of  the  first  class,  unless  the 
context  indicates  otherwise. 

Section  103.  Excluded  Provisions.  This  act  does  not  include  any 
provisions,  and  shall  not  be  construed  to  repeal  any  acts,  relating  to — 

(a)  The  procedure  for  the  collection  of  municipal  and  tax  claims 
by  liens. 

(b)  The  method  of  incurring  or  increasing  bonded  indebtedness. 

(c)  Election  officers  and  the  general  conduct  of  elections. 

(d)  Poor  districts. 

(e)  Public  schools  and  school  districts. 

(f)  Constables. 

(g)  Justices  of  the  peace. 

(h)  State  roads.  State-aid  roads,  and  private  roads. 

(i)  Validations  of  elections,  bonds,  ordinances,  and  acts  of  corpo- 
rate officers. 

Section  104.  Saving  Clauses.  The  provisions  of  this  act  so  far 
as  they  are  the  same  as  those  of  existing  laws  are  intended  as  a con- 
tinuation of  such  laws  and  not  as  new  enactments.  The  repeal  by 
this  act  of  any  act  of  Assembly  or  part  thereof  shall  not  revive  any  act 
or  part  thereof  heretofore  repealed  or  superseded,  nor  affect  the  existence 
or  class  of  any  township  heretofore  created.  The  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  not  affect  any  act  done,  liability  incurred,  or  right  accrued  or  vested, 
or  affect  any  suit  or  prosecution,  pending  or  to  be  instituted,  to  enforce 
any  right  or  penalty  or  punish  any  offense  under  the  authority  of  such 
repealed  laws.  All  ordinances,  regulations,  and  rules,  made  pursuant  to 
any  act  of  Assembly,  repealed  by  this  act,  shall  continue  with  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  if  such  achliad  not  been  repealed.  Any  person  hold- 
ing office  under  any  act  of  Assembly,  repealed  by  this  act  shall  continue 
to  hold  such  office  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  thereof,  subject  to  the 
conditions  attached  to  such  office  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Section  105.  Constitutional  Construction.  The  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  be  severable,  and  if  any  of  the  provisions  shall  be  held  to  be 
unconstitutional  such  decision  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  any  of  the 
remaining  provisions  of  this  act.  It  is  hereby  declared  as  the  legislative 
intent  that  this  act  would  have  been  adopted  had  such  unconstitutional 
provision  not  been  included  therein. 

Section  106.  Construction  of  References.  Whenever,  in  this 
act,  reference  is  made  to  any  act  by  title,  such  reference  shall  also  apply 
to  and  include  any  codification  wherein  the  provisions  of  the  act  re- 
ferred to  are  substantially  reenacted. 
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Section  107.  How  Act  Applies.  This  act  shall  apply  to  all  town- 
ships of  the  first  class  within  the  Commonwealth,  as  now  existing  or 
hereafter  created. 

Section  108.  Saving  Clauses  Where  Class  of  Townships 
Changed.  Whenever  any  township  of  the  second  class  is  designated 
a township  of  the  first  class,  or  whenever  any  township  of  the  first 
class  is  reestablished  as  a township  of  the  second  class,  or  whenever 
any  township  is  divided,  all  liabilities  incurred,  rights  accrued,  or  vested, 
obligations  issued  or  contracted,  and  all  suits  and  prosecutions  pending 
or  to  be  instituted  to  enforce  any  right  or  penalty  accrued,  or  punish  any 
otfense  committed,  prior  to  such  change  of  class  or  division,  and  all 
ordinances,  resolutions,  rules  and  regulations  shall  continue  with  the 
same  force  and  effect  as  if  no  such  change  or  division  had  been  made. 

Section  109.  Exception  as  to  Taxation.  This  act  does  not  pro- 
vide a complete  system  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township 
taxes,  but  the  taxation  provisions  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
as  supplementary  to  the  general  local  taxation  laws.  All  acts  and  parts 
of  acts  relating  to  taxation  in  townships  of  the  first  class,  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  act,  in  force  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  which  are 
hot  reenacted  or  specifically  repealed  by  this  act,  shall  remain  in  force 
as  to  such  townships  in  the  same  manner  as  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

ARTICLE  II 

C1.ASS1F1CAT10N  AND  Creation  of  Townships  of  the  First  Class 

(a)  C lassificatio  n 

Section  201.  The  townships  now  in  existence  and  those  to  be 
hereafter  created  are  divided  into  two  classes.  Townships  of  the  first 
class  shall  be  those  having  a population  of  at  least  three  hundred  in- 
habitants to  the  square  mile,  which  have  been  heretofore  or  may  here- 
after be  created  townships  of  the  first  class.  All  townships,  not  town- 
ships of  the  first  class,  shall  be  townships  of  the  second  class.  A change 
from  one  class  to  the  other  shall  hereafter  be  made  only  as  provided  by 
this  act  or  the  laws  relating  to  townships  of  the  second  class. 

(b)  Creation  of  Townships  of  the  First  Class  from  Townships  of  the 

Second  Class 

Section  205.  Enrollment  to  Ascertain  Population.  At  any  time, 
not  less  than  one  year  before  the  time  fixed  for  taking  a decennial  census 
of  the  United  States,  whenever  the  owners  of  twenty-five  per  centum 
of  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  real  estate  of  any  township  of  the  second 
class  shall  present  their  petition  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  averring 
that  the  population  of  the  township  is  at  least  three  hundred  inhabitants 
to  the  square  mile,  and  shall  give  such  security  as  the  court  may  pre- 
scribe for  the  payment  of  all  costs  and  expenses  which  may  be  incurred 
in  any  procedure  had  upon  said  petition,  the  court  shall  appoint  a com- 
missioner to  perform  the  duties  hereafter  prescribed. 

The  said  commissioner  shall  make  an  enrollment  of  the  inhabitants  of 
such  township,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  court  at  the  next  ensuing 
term.  Upon  the  filing  of  the  report  the  same  shall  be  confirmed  nisi, 
which  confirmation  shall  become  absolute,  unless  excepted  to  within 
thirty  days  thereafter,  during  which  time  notice  of  the  said  filing  and 
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confirmation  shall  be  advertised  in  a newspaper  published  in  the  county, 
once  a week  for  three  weeks.  If  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  report 
within  the  said  thirty  days,  the  court,  upon  consideration  thereof,  shall 
confirm  the  report  or  modify  the  said  finding.  After  final  confirmation 
the  clerk  of  the  court  shall  certify  to  the  county  commissioners  and  to 
the  township  supervisors  of  the  township,  the  population  of  the  town- 
ship, as  shown  by  said  proceedings.  The  costs  and  expenses  of  the 
proceedings,  including  a reasonable  fee  for  the  commissioner,  shall  be 
paid  by  the  petitioners  or  by  the  township,  or  partly  by  each,  as  the 
court  shall  direct. 

Section  206.  Proclamations  by  County  Commissioners,  In  ad- 
dition to  the  procedure  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  the  county 
commissioners  of  each  county  shall,  following  each  decennial  census  of 
the  United  States,  ascertain  from  such  census  whether  any  township 
of  the  second  class  in  the  county  has  a population  of  three  hundred 
inhabitants  to  the  square  mile,  and  shall  immediately  certify  the  fact 
that  any  township  has  a population  of  three  hundred  inhabitants  to  the 
square  mile  to  the  township  supervisors  of  the  township. 

Section  207.  Submission  of  Question  to  Voters.  At  the  first 
general  or  municipal  election  occurring  at  least  ninety  days  after  the 
ascertainment,  by  special  enrollment  or  from  the  United  States  census, 
that  any  township  of  the  second  class  has  a population  of  at  least  three 
hundred  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile,  the  question  whether  such  town- 
ship of  the  second  class  shall  become  a township  of  the  first  class  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  of  the  township,  and  the  county  commissioners 
shall  cause  to  be  printed  on  separate  ballots  to  be  used  in  such  township 
at  such  election,  a proper  question  framed  in  accordance  with  the  election 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Section  208.  Returns  of  Election  and  Effect  Thereof.  The 

election  officers  shall  compute  the  votes  cast  at  the  election,  provided  for 
in  the  preceding  section  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  clerk  of  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions,  who  shall  tabulate  the  same  and  certify  the 
result  thereof  to  the  county  commissioners  and  the  township  supervisors 
of  such  township.  If  a majority  of  the  votes  cast  at  any  such  election 
shall  be  in  favor  of  becoming  a township  of  the  first  class,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  township  of  the  first  class  shall  be  organized  and  become 
operative  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  succeeding  such  election, 
at  which  time  the  terms  of  the  officers  of  the  township  of  the  second 
class  shall  cease  and  terminate.  If  a majority  of  the  votes  cast  at  any 
such  election  shall  be  in  favor  of  remaining  a township  of  the  sqcond 
class  no  further  proceedings  shall  be  had  for  a period  of  two  years 
after  which  period  the  supervisors,  by  unanimous  action  may,  or  upon  pe- 
tition of  ten  per  centum  of  the  registered  voters  of  the  township  shall, 
resubmit  the  question  to  the  electors  of  the  township  in  the  manner 
hereinbefore  provided. 

(c)  Creation  of  TozmisJiips  of  the  First  Class  by  Division  and 

Consolidation 

Section  210.  Manner  in  Which  Townships  of  the  First  Class 
May  be  Created.  The  court  of  quarter  sessions  may,  upon  the  pres- 
entation of  petitions,  as  hereinafter  provided,  create  new  townships  of 
the  first  class — 

(a)  By  the  division  of  a township  of  the  first  class  into  two 
townships. 
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(b)  By  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more  townships  of  the  first 
class  located  in  the  same  county. 

Section  211.  Petitions.  Petitions  for  the  creation  of  townships, 
as  provided  in  the  preceding „section,. shall  be  signed  either  (a)  by  the 
owners  of  real  property  repf(;5^9riting  at  leas/ .tvycp.ty- hve  per  centum  of 
the  assessed  valuation  of  the  township  or 'each  of  the  townships  affected 
by  such  division  or- r,onspli4ation,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  (b)  by 
registered  voters,  equal- in  mumber  .to,  at,  feast  tweijty-five  per  centum 
of  the  highest  total  vote  cast  for  candidates  tfor  any  -office  in  the  town- 
ship or  townships  affected  as  the  case  may  be  at  the  last  preceding 
municipal  election.  Such  petitions  shall  be  sworn  to  and  subscribed  by 
at  least  three  of  the  signers.  Petitions  for  the  consolidation  of  townships 
may  also  be  presented  when  signed  by  a majority  of  the  commissioners 
of  each  of  the  townships  proposed  to  be  consolidated  and  sworn  to  and 
subscribed  by  at  least  one  commissioner  from  each  such  township.  Such 
petitions  shall  set  forth  the  name  of  any  proposed  new  township,  and 
shall  specify  the  reasons  for  such  division  or  consolidation.  Each  such 
petition  shall  be  accompanied  by  an  accurate  map  or  plot  prepared  by 
an  engineer  showing  the  lines  of  any  township  and  the  division  line  in 
case  where  a township  is  divided,  or  the  lines  of  the  new  township 
where  two  or  more  townships  are  to  be  consolidated,  and  the  present 
division  lines  between  such  townships.  Where  natural  marks  are  on 
such  lines,  they  shall  also  be  shown. 

Section  212.  Confirmation  Nisi  of  Petition.  Notice  of  Filing. 
Upon  the  presentation  of  any  such  petition,  the  same  shall  be  confirmed 
nisi,  and  the  court  shall,  by  its  order,  require  such  notice  to  be  given 
by  the  petitioners  to  the  residents  and  commissioners  of  the  townships 
affected  as  it  deems  proper. 

Section  213.  Exceptions.  Confirmation  Absolute  of  Petition. 

Within  thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  such  petition,  any  taxpayer  of  the 
township  or  townships  affected,  as  the  case  may  be,  may  file  exceptions 
to  such  petition,  questioning  the  sufficiency  of  the  number  of  signers, 
or  the  legality  of  any  signatures,  or  the  accuracy  or  sufficiency  of  the 
map  or  plot  atached  thereto.  The  court,  upon  the  filing  of  any  ex- 
ceptions, shall  fix  a day  for  hearing,  of  which  such  notice  shall  be  given 
as  the  court  may  direct.  At  such  hearing  the  court  shall  hear  all  parties 
interested  and  their  witnesses.  If  the  exceptions  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court  are  sustained  and  the  court  deems  the  petition  not  amendable,  it 
shall  dismiss  the  petition,  otherwise  it  shall  confirm  the  same  absolutely, 
after  any  amendments  permitted  by  the  court  have  been  made. 

Section  214.  Elections.  When  any  petition  is  confirmed  abso- 
lutely, the  court  shall  order  a special  election  to  be  held  on  the  question 
of  the  division  or  consolidation  of  such  township  or  townships.  The 
court  shall  specify  the  day  of  election,  and  if  not  more  than  ninety  days 
intervene  between  the  date  of  such  order  and  the  holding  of  any  general, 
municipal,  or  primary  election,  such  election  shall  be  held  on  the  day 
of  the  general,  municipal,  or  primary  election.  Such  election  shall  be 
held  at  the  regular  polling  places  in  the  township  or  townships  affected, 
as  the  case  may  be.  At  any  such  election  all  of  the  qualified  electors 
of  the  township  or  townships  affected  by  such  division  or  consolidation 
shall  have  the  right  to  vote.  The  ballots  at  any  such  election  shall  be 
furnished  by  the  county  commissioners,  and  the  question  to  be  placed 
thereon  shall  be  framed  and  printed  on  the  ballots  as  provided  by  the 
election  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Section  215.  Notice  of  Election.  The  constable  of  the  township 
or  townships  affected,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  if  there  be  no  constable, 
then  one  of  the  commissioners  designated  by  the  court,  shall  give  at 
least  fifteen  days,  notice  of  the  time  .and  .pjace  of  holding  such  election 
by  posting  not  less  tbaa  six  written  or  printed  handbills  in  public  places 
in  each  of  such  townships.  Tne  notice  of  election  shall  contain  the 
reasons  for  the  division  or  consolidation  of  such  township  or  townships 
as  set  forth  in  the  petition  presented  to  the  court. 

Section  216.  Return  of  Election.  Decree.  The  election  officers, 
after  the  polls  have  been  closed,  shall  count  the  ballots  and  certify  the 
number  of  votes  cast  for  and  against  such  division  or  consolidation  to 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  cpiarter  sessions,  who  shall  tabulate  and  com- 
pute the  same  and  lay  the  result  before  the  court.  If  it  shall  appear  that 
a majority  of  the  votes  cast  in  such  township  or  in  each  of  the  townships 
affected  are  in  favor  of  the  division  of  a township  or  the  consolidation 
of  two  or  more  townships,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  court  shall  order  and 
decree  the  new  township  agreeably  to  the  name  and  lines  set  forth  in 
the  petition,  and  the  government  of  the  new  township  shall  be  organ- 
ized and  become  effective  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  succeed- 
ing such  election,  at  which  time  the  term  of  township  officers  in  such 
township  shall  cease  and  terminate.  If  a majority  of  the  votes  cast  in 
any  such  township  or  in  any  of  the  townships  affected  are  against  the 
division  or  consolidation  of  such  township  or  townships,  no  further  action 
shall  be  had  upon  said  proceedings.  No  new  proceeding  shall  be  con- 
sidered for  a period  of  two  years. 

Section  217.  Boundary  Monuments.  The  court  shall,  when  con- 
sidered necessary,  cause  the  lines  of  any  such  new  township  to  be  marked 
with  stone  monuments  placed  at  intervals  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred 
feet,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  paid  by  the  new  township. 

Section  218.  Classification  of  Old  and  New  Townships.  Town- 
ships created  by  the  consolidation  or  division  of  townships  as  herein 
provided  shall  be  and  remain  townships  of  the  first  class,  unless  and 
until  by  subsec^uent  proceedings  in  accordance  with  laws  relating  to 
townships  of  the  second  class  any  such  township  shall  be  reestablished 
or  proclaimed  a township  of  the  second  class. 

Section  219.  Costs.  When  a township  of  the  first  class  is  created 
as  hereinbefore  provided,  the  cost  of  the  proceedings  shall  be  paid  by 
$uch  township,  and  where  any  petition  is  dismissed  or  a majority  of  the 
electors  of  any  one  or  more  townships  shall  vote  against  the  division  or 
consolidation  of  any  such  township,  the  cost  of  the  proceedings  shall  be 
paid  by  the  petitioners. 

Section  220.  Property  Rights  and  Liabilities  Where  Townships 
Consolidated.  After  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more  townships,  the 
rights,  privileges  and  franchises  of  each  of  the  townships  and  all  prop- 
erty, real,  personal  and  mixed,  and  all  debts  due  on  whatever  account, 
and  other  things  in  action  belonging  to  each  of  such  townships,  shall  be 
vested  in  the  new  township.  The  title  to  real  estate  vested  in  either  of 
such  townships  shall  not  revert  or  be  in  any  way  impaired  by  reason 
of  such  consolidation.  All  rights  of  creditors  or  liens  shall  be  preserved, 
and  all  debts  and  liabilities  of  either  of  such  townships  shall  attach  to 
such  new  township  and  be  in  force  against  it. 

Section  221.  Adjustment  of  Indebtedness  When  Township 
Divided,  (a)  Where  a township  is  divided,  the  commissioners  of  the 
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new  township  and  of  the  existing  township  affected,  shall  make  a just 
and  proper  adjustment  and  apportionment  of  all  property,  both  real  and 
personal,  including  funds  and  taxes,  as  well  as  indebtedness,  if  any,  to 
and  between  the  new  township  and  the  old  township.  In  making  such 
adjustment  and  apportionment  of  the  property  and  indebtedness,  the 
new  and  the  old  township  shall  be  entitled  respectively  to  share  in  a 
division  of  the  property,  indebtedness,  funds  and  taxes  in  proportion 
that  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  land  or  lands  remaining  in  the  town- 
ship bears  to  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  land  in  the  new  township, 
taken  from  such  township.  The  adjustment  and  apportionment,  if  made, 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing  and  duly  executed  and  acknowledged  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  townships  affected,  and  shall  be  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county. 

(b)  In  case  the  commissioners  of  such  townships  cannot  make  such 
amicable  apportionment  and  adjustment  of  real  property  and  indebtedness 
within  six  months  after  the  election  for  the  creation  of  such  townships, 
then  any  one  or  more  commissioners  of  either  of  the  townships  affected, 
may  present  a petition  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county, 
setting  forth  the  facts.  Whereupon,  the  court  shall  appoint  three  dis- 
interested commissioners,  taxables  of  the  county,  but  not  residing  in 
either  of  the  townships  affected,  who  shall  give  due  notice  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  townships  affected,  and  shall  hold  hearings  and  make 
a report  to  the  court,  making  an  apportionment  and  adjustment  of  all 
the  property,  funds  and  taxes,  as  well  as  indebtedness  to  and  between 
the  new  township  and  the  existing  township,  stating  the  amount  of 
indebtedness  that  shall  be  assumed  by  the  new  township  and  the  existing 
township. 

(c)  The  commissioners  shall  give  at  least  five  days’  notice  of  the 
filing  of  their  report  to  the  commissioners  of  the  townships  interested. 
Unless  exceptions  are  filed  thereto  within  thirty  days  by  either  town- 
ship, the  same  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  court  absolutely. 

(d)  Any  sum  awarded  by  the  report  to  a township  shall  be  a legal 
and  valid  claim  in  its  favor  against  the  other  township,  charged  there- 
with. Any  property,  real  or  personal,  given  and  adjudged  to  any  town- 
ship, shall  be  the  property  of  the  township  to  which  it  is  given  and 
adjudged. 

(e)  The  commissioners  shall  be  allowed  ten  dollars  for  each  day 
actually  spent  by  them  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  together  with 
their  actual  necessary  expenses.  All  costs  and  expenses  of  such  petition- 
ing shall  be  apportioned  by  the  court,  to  and  between  the  townships 
affected  as  it  shall  deem  proper. 

(f)  In  case  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  report  of  such  commissioners, 
the  court  shall  dispose  of  the  same,  taking  testimony  if  deemed  advisable, 
and  the  decision  of  the  court  thereon  shall  be  final  and  binding  on  the 
townships  unless  an  appeal  is  taken  within  thirty  days  to  the  Superior 
or  Supreme  Court  as  in  other  cases. 

(d)  Officers  of  Nczvly  Created  Tozviisliips 

Section  225.  Officers  for  Ne^w  Townships.  Whenever  a new 
township  of  the  first  class  shall  be  created  as  hereinbefore  provided,  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  appoint  five  commissioners  and  the  other 
elective  officers  to  which  the  township  is  entitled  and  fix  the  polling  place 
or  places  in  such  township.  The  officers  so  appointed  shall  hold  their 
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offices  from  the  first  Monday  of  January  following  the  election  creating 
such  township,  until  the  first  Monday  of  January  following  the  municipal 
election  at  which  officers  of  the  township  are  elected  as  hereinafter 
provided. 

Section  226.  Election  of  Commissioners  in  New  Townships.  At 

the  first  municipal  election,  following  the  creation  of  a township,  as  here- 
inbefore provided,  if  such  township  has  not  been  divided  into  wards,  there 
shall  be  elected  five  township  commissioners  at  large.  Three  of  such 
commissioners  shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  four  years  each  and  two 
for  terms  of  two  years  each  from  the  first  Monday  of  January  next 
following  such  election.  The  ballots  at  such  election  shall  designate  the 
term  for  which  each  commissioner  is  elected.  Their  successors  shall  be 
elected  for  terms  of  four  years  in  accordance  with  this  act. 

Section  227.  Election  of  Treasurer  in  New  Townships.  At 
such  municipal  election,  the  qualified  electors  of  such  township  shall 
elect  a township  treasurer  for  a two  or  four  year  term  so  that  his  term 
shall  expire  at  the  same  time  as  the  terms  of  treasurers  of  other  town- 
ships of  the  first  class  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  Thereafter  the 
term  of  treasurer  of  said  township  shall  be  four  years  from  the  first 
Monday  of  January  next  following  his  election. 

Section  228.  Election  of  Township  Assessor  and  Assistant 
Township  Assessor  in  New  Townships.  At  such  municipal  election, 
one  township  assessor  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  four  years  and  one 
assistant  township  assessor  for  a term  of  two  years.  Thereafter  the 
terms  of  such  township  assessor  and  assistant  township  assessor  shall 
be  four  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  January  succeeding  their  respec- 
tive .elections.  This  section  shall  not  apply  to  townships  in  counties 
having  county  boards  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes. 

Section  229.  Election  of  Assistant  Triennial  Assessors  in  New 
Townships.  At  such  municipal  election,  the  qualified  electors  of  such 
township  shall  elect  two  citizens,  resident  in  said  township,  to  be  as- 
sistant triennial  assessors  for  terms  of  four  years  each  from  the  first 
Monday  of  January  next  following  such  election.  This  section  shall 
not  apply  to  townships  in  counties  having  county  boards  for  the  assess- 
ment and  revision  of  taxes. 

(e)  Certificate  of  Creation  of  Townships  to  be  Furnished  State 

Departments 

Section  235.  Wheirever  a township  of  the  first  class  is  created, 
the  clerk  of  the  court,  shall  certify  such  creation  to  the  Secretary  of 
Internal  Affairs  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  clerk  of  the  court  shall 
be  allowed  a fee  of  one  dollar  for  his  services,  to  be  paid  as  part  of 
the  costs  of  the  proceedings. 

The  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  in  each  county  shall 
certify  to  the  State  Department  of  Highways  the  creation  of  all  town- 
ships within  said  county ; certification  to  be  made  within  thirty  days 
after  the  establishment  of  such  township.  For  each  certification  fur- 
nished under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  shall  receive  the  sum  of  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($3.50), 
to  be  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer  upon  warrant  from  the  Auditor 
General  out  of  moneys  not  otherwise  appropriated.  The  failure  or 
neglect  of  any  clerk  of  the  court  to  furnish  such  certification  to  the 
Department  of  Highways  shall  he  deemed  a misdemeanor,  and  upon 
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conviction  any  such  clerk  shall  be  punished  by  fine  of  not  more  than 
fifty  dollars  ($50.00). 


ARTICLE  III 

Township  Lines  and  Boundaries 

Section  301.  Center  Line  of  Navigable  Stream  as  Boundary. 

Whenever  any  township  is  bounded  by  the  nearest  margin  of  any 
navigable  stream,  and  the  opposite  township,  borough,  or  city,  as  the 
case  may  be,  is  also  bounded  by  tbe  nearest  margin  of  the  same  stream, 
the  middle  of  such  stream  shall  be  the  boundary  between  such  townships, 
or  township  and  any  other  borough  or  city.  Nothing  contained  in  this 
section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  any  local  or  special  law  providing 
to  the  contrary. 

Section  302.  Petition  to  Alter  or  Ascertain  Township  Lines 
and  Boundaries.  The  courts  of  quarter  sessions  may,  upon  the  pres- 
entation of  a petition,  (a)  alter  the  lines  of  two  or  more  adjoining 
townships  so  as  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  (b) 
cause  the  lines  or  boundaries  of  townships  to  be  ascertained  and  estab- 
lished; and  (c)  ascertain  and  establish  disputed  lines  and  boundaries 
between  two  or  more  townships  or  between  townships  and  cities  or 
boroughs.  When  any  such  petition  is  presented,  the  court  may  require 
the  petitioners  to  file  a bond  in  a sufficient  sum  to  secure  the  payment 
of  all  costs  of  the  proceeding. 

Section  303.  Appointment  and  Report  of  Commissioners.  Upon 
application  by  petition  to  the  court  for  any  of  the  purposes  set  forth  in 
the  last  preceding  section,  the  court  shall  appoint  three  impartial  men,  one 
of  whom  shall  be  a registered  civil  engineer,  to  inquire  into  the  prayer  of 
the  petition.  After  having  given  notice  to  parties  interested  as  directed 
by  the  court,  the  commissioners  shall  hold  a hearing  and  view  the  said 
lines  or  boundaries ; and  they,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make  a plot  or 
draft  of  the  lines  and  boundaries  proposed  to  be  altered  or  ascertained 
and  established  if  the  same  cannot  be  fully  designated  by  natural  lines 
or  boundaries.  The  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make 
report  to  the  court,  together  with  their  opinion  of  the  same.  Upon  the 
filing  of  any  such  report,  the  same  shall  be  confirmed  nisi. 

Secton  304.  Exceptions  and  Procedure.  Exceptions  to  any  such 
report  may  be  filed  by  any  person  interested  within  thirty  days  after 
the  filing  of  the  report,  and  the  court  may  thereupon  fix  a day  for  the 
hearing  of  such  exceptions,  of  which  hearing  such  notice  shall  be  given 
as  the  court  shall  direct.  After  hearing,  the  court  shall  have  power  to 
sustain  such  exceptions  or  to  dismiss  them  and  confirm  the  report,  or 
refer  the  report  back  to  the  same  or  new  commissioners,  with  like 
authority  to  make  another  report,  on  which  like  legal  proceedings  may 
be  had.  Where  no  exceptions  are  filed  within  thirty  days  after  the  filing 
of  the  report,  the  court  shall  confirm  the  same  absolutely.  When  any 
report  is  confirmed  absolutely,  the  court  shall  enter  a decree  altering 
or  ascertaining  and  establishing  the  lines  and  boundaries  as  shown  in 
said  report. 

Section  305.  Monuments.  Whenever  such  township  line  or 
boundary  is  altered  or  ascertained  and  established,  the  court  shall  cause 
the  same  to  be  marked  with  stone  monuments  placed  at  intervals  not 
exceeding  fifteen  hundred  feet. 
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Section  306.  Pay  of  Commissioners,  Civil  Engineer,  and  Chain- 
carriers.  Costs.  The  pay  of  commissioners  appointed  to  alter  or  ascer- 
tain and  establish  township  lines,  shall  be  ten  dollars;  the  pay  of  civil 
engineers  shall  be  twenty  dollars ; and  the  pay  of  chain-carriers  shall  be 
live  dollars  for  each  day  necessarily  employed,  and  five  cents  per  mile 
for  each  mile  necessarily  traveled  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  The 
court  shall  by  its  order  provide  how  the  costs  and  expenses  of  any  such 
proceeding,  including  the  furnishing  and  placing  of  monuments  shall 
be  paid,  and  may  assess  them  against  any  township  and/or  municipalities 
interested. 

Section  307.  Adjustment  of  Indebtedness.  Whenever  the 
boundaries  of  any  township  have  been  altered  or  ascertained  and  estab- 
lished upon  application  of  the  supervisors,  commissioners  or  the  author- 
ities of  any  school  district  or  poor  district,  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
sitting  in  equity,  may  adjust  the  taxes,  debts  and  expenses  for  township, 
municipal,  poor  and  school  purposes  between  the  townships,  municipali- 
ties, poor  and  school  districts  affected. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Wards 

Section  401.  Petitions  to  Create  or  Divide  Wards.  The  court 

of  quarter  sessions,  upon  petition,  may  divide  any  township,  heretofore 
or  hereafter  created,  into  wards,  erect  any  wards  out  of  two  or  more 
adjoining  wards  or  parts  thereof,  divide  any  wards  already  erected 
into  two  or  more  wards,  or  alter  the  lines  or  boundaries  of  any  two 
or  more  adjoining  wards,  and  may  cause  lines  or  boundaries  of  wards 
to  be  fixed  and  established.  No  township  shall  be  divided  or  redivided 
into  more  than  fifteen  wards.  All  wards  as  heretofore  established  shall 
remain  as  heretofore  until  altered  or  divided  as  provided  in  this  article. 

Section  402.  Signing  Petition.  Appointment  and  powers  of 
Commissioners.  The  petition  shall  be  signed  by  at  least  twenty  free- 
holders, residents  of  the  township  or  of  the  ward  or  wards  the  limits 
of  which  it  is  proposed  to  change.  Upon  the  presentation  of  the  petition, 
the  court  shall  appoint  three  impartial  men  as  commissioners,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  a civil  engineer,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  The  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 
shall  make  a report  to  the  next  term  of  court,  and  shall  accompany  it 
with  a plot  showing  the  boundaries  of  the  township  and  the  wards  before 
and  after  the  proposed  change,  whenever  the  same  cannot  be  fully 
designated  by  natural  lines. 

Section  403.  Filing  and  Confirmation  of  Report.  Exceptions. 

When  the  same  is  presented,  the  court  shall  confirm  the  report  nisi, 
which  confirmation  shall  become  absolute  unless  exceptions  thereto  are 
filed  within  thirty  days  after  such  confirmation  nisi.  The  court  may 
grant  a review  if  in  its  opinion  a better  adjudication  may  thereby  be 
secured.  If  no  exceptions  are  filed,  the  court  may  confirm  the  report, 
or  inake  such  other  order  as  to  it  shall  be  deemed  proper.  If  exceptions 
are  filed,  the  court  shall  fix  a time  for  hearing,  and  thereafter  shall  enter 
such  decree  as  by  it  shall  be  deemed  just  and  proper.  From  the  final 
decree  as  entered  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  there  shall  be  no 
appeal. 

Section  404,  Pay  of  Commissioners.  The  commissioners  ap- 
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pointed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  receive  ten  dollars  per 
diem,  except  the  civil  engineer,  who  shall  receive  twenty  dollars  per 
diem.  Each  commissioner  shall  also  be  entitled  to  mileage  at  the  pre- 
vailing rate.  The  compensation  of  the  commissioners,  and  mileage  and 
reasonable  attorney’s  fees,  shall  be  paid  by  the  township  in  all  cases 
where  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  granted,  and  in  other  cases  shall 
be  paid  by  the  petitioners. 

Section  405.  Election  Districts.  The  court  of  quarter  sessions 
may,  from  time  to  time,  divide  any  such  ward  into  two  or  more  election 
districts  so  as  to  suit  the  conveniences  of  the  electors  thereof. 

Section  406.  Numbering  of  Wards.  When  any  township  shall 
be  divided  or  redivided  into  wards,  or  when  any  ward  in  any  township 
shall  be  created,  divided,  or  altered,  tbe  court  shall  in  its  decree  fix  the 
number  of  each  of  the  wards  of  such  township. 

Section  407.  Schedule  for  Election  of  Commissioners  in  Town- 
ships First  Divided  into  Wards.  When  a township  is  first  divided  into 
wards,  the  township  commissioners  then  in  office  shall  continue  in  office 
until  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms. 

At  the  first  municipal  election,  occurring  at  least  ninety  days  after 
such  division  into  wards,  there  shall  be  elected  by  tbe  qualified  electors 
of  each  ward  of  the  township,  one  township  commissioner,  who  need 
not  reside  in  the  ward  for  which  he  is  elected.  At  such  election  the 
township  commissioners  elected  in  even-number  wards  shall  be  elected 
for  terms  of  two  years  each,  and  those  in  odd-numbered  wards  for 
terms  of  four  years  each,  or  vice  versa,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  order 
that  the  expiration  of  such  terms  will  harmonize  with  the  expiration  of 
terms  of  township  commissioners  elected  for  such  numbered  wards 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  Thereafter  successors  to  such  com- 
missioners elected  by  wards  shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  four  years  each 
at  the  municipal  election  immediately  preceding  the  expiration  of  the 
terms  of  ward  commissioners. 

If  the  number  of  wards  into  wbicb  tbe  township  has  been  divided 
is  less  than  five,  then  at  the  municipal  election  preceding  the  expiration 
of  the  terms  of  any  commissioner  or  commissioners  theretofore  elected 
at  large,  if  such  expiration  of  terms  will  leave  the  township  with  less 
than  five  township  commissioners,  there  shall  be  elected  at  large  a 
sufficient  number  of  township  commissioners  so  that  the  total  number 
of  commissioners  elected  by  wards  and  at  large  in  the  township  shall 
thereafter  be  five.  If  one  township  commissioner  is  elected  at  large  at 
such  election  he  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  four  years.  If  two  town- 
ship commissioners  are  elected  at  large  at  such  election,  one  shall  be 
elected  for  a term  of  two  years  and  one  for  a term  of  four  years.  If 
three  township  commissioners  are  elected  at  large  at  such  election,  two 
shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  four  years  each,  and  one  for  a term  of 
two  years.  Successors  to  such  township  commissioners  elected  at  large 
at  such  election  shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  four  years  each. 

All  terms  of  office  of  township  commissioners,  elected  at  large  or 
by  wards,  shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  following 
their  election. 

Section  408.  Schedule  of  Election  of  Commissioners  in  Newly 
Created  Wards.  Whenever  in  a township  previously  divided  into  wards, 
a new  ward  is  created,  and  the  number  of  wards  thereafter  in  such 
township,  including  the  new  ward,  is  less  than  five,  then  at  the  municipal 
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election  next  following  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  commissioner 
or  commissioners  elected  at  large  whose  terms  shall  first  expire  after 
such  creation,  there  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  such 
new  ward  one  township  commissioner,  who  need  not  reside  in  the  ward 
for  which  he  is  elected,  for  a term  of  two  or  four  years,  so  that  the 
expiration  of  his  term  will  harmonize  with  the  expiration  of  terms  of 
commissioners  for  such  numbered  wards  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act.  Successors  to  such  township  commissioners  shall  be  elected  for 
terms  of  four  years.  The  number  of  commissioners  thereafter  elected 
at  large  in  any  such  township  shall  be  tbe  difference  between  the  number 
of  wards  and  five,  and  a sifficient  number  of  commissioners  shall  be 
elected  at  large  at  each  municipal  election  preceding  the  expiration  of 
terms  of  commissioners  at  large,  so  that  the  total  number  of  commis- 
sioners in  the  township  will  at  all  times  be  five. 

Wbenever  in  any  township  ])reviously  divided  into  wards,  a new 
ward  is  created,  and  the  number  of  wards  thereafter  in  such  township 
is  five,  then  at  the  municipal  election  preceding  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  office  of  any  commissioner  or  commissioners  elected  at  large, 
a townshi])  commissioner  shall  be  elected  for  such  ward  who  need  not 
reside  in  the  ward.  Such  election  shall  be  for  a two  or  four  year  term, 
so  that  the  expiration  of  his  term  will  harmonize  with  the  expiration  of 
terms  of  commissioners  for  such  numbered  wards,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act.  The  successor  to  such  ward  commissioner  shall  be  elected  for 
a four-year  term.  No  township  commissioner  shall  thereafter  be  elected 
at  large  in  such  township. 

Tf  the  number  of  wards  in  such  township,  including  the  new  ward, 
shall  be  nrore  than  five,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  appoint  a 
township  commissioner  for  such  new  ward,  who  shall  hold  office  until 
the  first  Monday  in  January  succeeding  the  first  municipal  election  at 
which  township  commissioners  are  elected  in  such  numbered  wards  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  at  which  election  and  every  four  years  there- 
after a townshij)  commissioner,  who  need  not  reside  in  the  ward,  shall 
be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  said  ward  for  a term  of  four  years. 

All  township  commissioners  elected  under  this  section,  shall  take 
office  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  succeeding  their  election. 

Section  409.  Schedule  for  Election  o£  Commissioners  Where 
Redivision  of  Wards  Made  Under  Prior  Laws.  In  any  township 
where  wards  were  heretofore  abolished  by  law  for  the  reason  that  the 
number  exceeded  fifteen  as  limited  by  article  four  of  this  act,  and  where 
fifteen  commissioners  were  elected  at  large  for  two  year  terms,  at  the 
municipal  election  in  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pending 
the  redivision  of  such  township  into  wards,  the  successors  to  such  com- 
missioners shall  be  elected  by  wards  as  established  by  such  redivision  at 
the  municipal  election  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
one,  and  the  commissioners  elected  at  such  election  from  the  even-num- 
bered wards  shall  be  elected  for  two-year  terms  and  those  elected  in  odd- 
numbered  wards  for  four-year  terms.  Thereafter  their  successors  shall 
be  elected  for  four-years  terms  as  provided  by  this  act. 

ARTICLE  V 

Election  of  Officers.  Vacancies  in  Office 
fa)  General  Provisions 

Section  501.  Electors  Only  Eligible.  No  person  shall  be  eligible 
to  any  elective  office  in  any  township,  unless  he  is  an  elector  of  the 
township  for  which  he  is  chosen. 


23 


Section  502.  Hold  Until  Successors  Qualified.  Officers  of  town- 
ships shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

Section  503.  Elected  Officers  Enumerated.  The  electors  of  each 
township  shall  elect  (a)  at  least  five  township  commissioners,  (b)  one  . 
township  treasurer,  (c)  one  township  assessor,  one  assistant  township 
assessor,  and  two  assistant  triennial  assessors,  and  (d)  one  controller 
where  such  office  has  been  established. 

(b)  Commissioners 

Section  504.  Number  and  Election  of  Commissioners  in  Town- 
ships Having  Wards.  In  townships  having  less  than  five  wards,  the 
number  of  commissioners  shall  be  five.  One  such  commissioner  shall 
be  elected  from  each  ward,  and  the  remaining  number  of  commissioners, 
to  which  the  township  is  entitled,  shall  be  elected  at  large.  In  townships 
having  five  or  more  wards,  one  commissioner  shall  be  elected  from  each 
ward.  Commissioners  need  not  reside  in  the  ward  from  which  elected. 
Township  commissioners  shall  be  elected  at  municipal  elections,  preceding 
the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  commissioners  then  in  office,  for  terms 
of  four  years  each,  from  the  first  Monday  of  January  succeeding  their 
election.  At  the  election  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-one,  the  commissioners  from  odd  numbered  wards  shall  be  elected, 
and  at  the  election  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
those  from  even  numbered  wards  shall  be  elected.  Elections  at  large  shall 
be  held  at  the  municipal  election  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
any  commissioner  elected  at  large. 

Section  505.  Number  and  Election  of  Commissioners  in  Town- 
ships not  Divided  into  Wards.  In  townships  not  divided  into  wards 
the  number  of  township  commissioners  shall  he  five,  who  shall  be  elected 
at  large  by  the  voters  of  the  township.  At  each  municipal  election  two 
or  three  township  commissioners,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  elected 
for  terms  of  four  years  each,  from  the  first  Monday  of  January  next 
succeeding,  to  take  the  place  of  the  commissioners  whose  terms  then 
expire. 

Section  506.  Election  Notices.  The  notice  of  any  primary  elec- 
tion, or  nominating  caucus,  convention,  or  meeting,  held  for  the  purpose 
of  nominating  candidates  for  the  office  of  towmship  commissioner,  and 
the  notice  of  any  election  of  township  commissioners,  shall  designate  for 
what  ward  of  the  township  each  commissioner  is  to  be  nominated  or 
elected,  as  the  case  may  be.  In  case  any  one  or  more  of  the  township 
commissioners  are  to  be  elected  by  vote  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the 
township  at  large,  the  notice  shall  so  state.  The  ballots  to  be  cast  at 
any  election  for  township  commissioners  shall  designate,  under  an  ap- 
propriate heading,  the  candidate  for  the  office  of  township  commissioner 
for  whom  the  qualified  electors  of  the  ward  are  entitled  to  cast  their 
ballots,  and  under  an  appropriate  heading  the  candidate  or  candidates  for 
the  office  of  township  commissioner  which  are  to  he  elected  by  the 
electors  of  the  township  at  large. 

(c)  Treasurer 

Section  510.  Election  of  Treasurer.  At  the  municipal  election 
in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  every  fourth 
year  thereafter,  the  electors  of  each  township  shall  elect  a township 
treasurer  for  a term  of  four  vears,  from  the  first  Monday  of  January 
next  following  his  election. 
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Section  511.  Eligibility.  The  same  person  may  hold  the  ofifice  of 
township  treasurer  and  treasurer  of  the  school  district,  but  no  township 
treasurer  shall  hold  the  office  of  township  commissioner. 

(d)  Assessors 

Section  515.  Election  of  Township  Assessor  and  Assistant 
Township  Assessor.  At  the  municipal  election  preceding  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  any  township  assessor  or  assistant  township  assessor,  and 
cpiadriennially  thereafter,  one  township  assessor  or  one  assistant  township 
assessor  or  both,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  elected  for  four  year  terms 
from  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  succeeding  their  election. 

The  compensation  of  the  assistant  township  assessor  shall  be  the 
same  as  provided  by  law  for  the  township  assessor  and  shall  be  paid  by 
the  county. 

Section  516.  Assistant  Triennial  Assessors.  In  all  townships  the 
qualified  electors  shall,  at  the  municipal  election  preceding  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  the  assistant  assessors  now  in  office,  and  at  the  municipal 
election  every  four  years  thereafter,  elect  two  citizens,  resident  in  said 
township,  to  be  assistant  triennial  assessors,  to  take  the  place  of  those 
whose  terms  expire  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  following  such 
election. 

All  assistant  triennial  assessors  elected  under  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  hold  their  office  for  a term  of  four  years  from  the  first 
Monday  of  January  next  following  their  election.  Such  assistant  triennial 
assessors  shall  aid  the  township  assessor  only  in  making  the  triennial 
assessment  of  property  during  their  respective  terms  of  office. 

Section  517.  Election  Assessors  Saved.  The  election  of  assistant 
assessors  provided  for  in  this  subdivision  shall  extend  only  to  the  election 
of  assistant  assessors  for  the  valuation  of  property  for  taxation,  and  shall 
not  repeal  or  affect  the  provisions  of  anv  statute  providing  for  the  election 
of  assistant  or  registry  assessors  for  the  performance  of  duties  relating 
to  elections. 


fej  Controller 

Section  525.  Election  of  Controller.  The  qualified  electors  in 
every  township  of  the  first  class,  accepting  the  provisions  of  this  act,  relat- 
ing to  the  controller,  shall,  at  the  municipal  election  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  every  four  years  thereafter,  elect 
as  township  controller  one  person,  who  shall  be  a competent  accountant 
and  an  elector  of  the  township  for  at  least  four  years  prior  to  his  election. 
The  person  so  chosen  shall  serve  for  a term  of  four  years  from  the  first 
Monday  of  January  next  succeeding  his  election. 

Section  526.  Acceptance  of  Controller  Provisions  by  Ordinance. 
The  provisions  of  this  act,  relating  to  the  controller,  shall  not  become 
operative  or  effective  in  any  township  until  the  board  of  commissioners 
shall,  by  ordinance,  accept  the  provisions  of  this  act  relating  to  the  office 
of  controller.  When  any  township,  so  accepts  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  upon  petition  of  the  board  of  commmis- 
sioners,  shall  appoint  a controller,  to  hold  office  until  the  first  Monday 
of  January  next  succeeding  the  next  municipal  election  at  which  a con- 
troller may  be  elected  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

In  all  townships  of  the  first  class  so  accepting  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  office  of  township  auditor  is  abolished. 
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(f)  Vacancies  in  Office 

Section  530.  Township  Commissioners.  When  a vacancy  occurs 
in  the  office  of  township  commissioner  in  any  township,  by  reason  of 
death,  resignation,  removal  from  the  township,  or  otherwise,  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions,  upon  the  petition  of  ten  qualified  voters  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  the  vacancy  occurs,  may  appoint  a qualified  voter  of  the 
township  to  fill  such  vacancy.  If  such  petition  is  not  presented  to  the 
court  within  thirty  days  after  such  vacancy  occurs,  the  board  of  township 
commissioners  of  the  township  may  appoint  a qualified  voter  of  the 
township  to  fill  the  vacancy.  In  either  event  the  person  so  appointed 
shall  hold  office  until  the  next  municipal  election,  at  which  election  a 
township  commissioner  shall  be  elected  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the 
person  whose  place  he  is  elected  to  fill. 

Section  531.  Township  Treasurer  and  Controller.  The  board 
of  township  commissioners  of  townships  ma\^  fill  any  vacancy  occurring 
in  the  office  of  township  treasurer  or  township  controller  by  death,  resig- 
nation, removal  from  the  township,  or  otherwise.  The  person  so  ap- 
pointed shall  hold  office,  until  the  next  municipal  election  at  which  elec- 
tion a treasurer  or  controller  shall  he  elected  for  the  uncxpired  term  of 
the  person  whose  place  he  is  elected  to  fill. 

Section  532.  Assessors.  \^acancies  in  the  office  of  assessor,  as- 
sistant township  assessors,  or  assistant  triennial  assessors  in  townships 
shall  be  filled  in  the  manner  provided  Ity  law. 

ARTICLE  VI 

General  Provisions  Relating  to  Township  OeeicErs 

Section  601.  Oath.  Every  ])erson  elected  or  appointed  to  anv 
township  office  in  any  township  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before  some  person 
having  authority  to  administer  oaths,  to  siqiport  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  ])erform  the  duties  of 
his  office  with  fidelity.  A copy  of  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall,  within 
ten  days  thereafter,  be  filed  with  the  township  secretary. 

Section  602.  Bonds.  When  any  officer  or  employe  of  any  town- 
ship is  required  to  give  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties, 
and  such  bond  is  required  to  he  executed  by  a surety  company,  the  town- 
ship may  pay  the  premium  on  such  bond. 

Section  603.  Compensation.  No  township  shall  increase  or  di- 
minish the  salary,  compensation  or  emoluments  of  any  elected  officer  after 
his  election. 

Section  604.  Failure  of  Officer  to  Perform  Duties.  If  any 
township  officer  refuses  or  neglects  to  perform  his  duties,  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  upon  complaint  in  writing  by  twenty-five  citizens,  owmers 
of  real  estate  residing  in  the  township  or  district,  may  issue  a rule  upon 
such  officer  to  show  cause  why  his  office  should  not  he  declared  vacant 
and  another  appointed  in  his  stead.  Such  rule  shall  he  made  returnable 
not  less  than  two  weeks  from  its  date  of  issue.  Upon  hearing,  and  proof 
that  the  facts  alleged  in  the  complaint  are  true,  the  court  may  declare 
the  office  vacant  and  appoint  another  in  his  stead,  to  hold  office  during 
the  term  of  the  officer  deposed. 

If  such  complaint  shall  allege  that  the  public  roads  and  highways  of 
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any  township  are  not  maintained  in  accordance  with  law,  the  court  may 
appoint  tliree  persons,  who  shall  examine  said  highways  and  report  to 
the  court  their  findings.  In  all  such  cases  the  complainants  shall  first 
enter  security,  in  such  sum  as  the  court  may  fix,  to  pay  all  costs. 

ARTICLE  VII 
Township  Commissioners 

Section  701.  Organization.  The  township  commissioners  shall 
organize  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  of  each  even-numbered  year 
following  their  election.  They  shall  assemble  for  such  purpose  at  their 
jilace  of  meeting  at  seven-thirty  o’clock  post  meridian.  Until  otherwise 
designated  by  ordinance,  the  place  of  meeting  shall  be  the  oldest  polling 
place  in  the  township. 

d'he  board  shall  organize  by  the  election  of  one  of  their  number  as 
president.  The  president  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  board,  and 
perform  such  other  duties  as  are  specified  in  this  act  or  which  may  be 
l)rescribed  by  ordinance. 

If  a majority  of  the  commissioners  shall  not  attend  at  the  organiza- 
tion meeting,  those  present  may  adjourn  the  meeting  from  day  to  day 
until  a majority  attend. 

Section  702.  Monthly  Meetings.  Quorum.  The  board  shall 
meet  at  least  once  a month,  at  such  time  and  such  place  as  may  be  desig- 
nated by  ordinance.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  board  shall 
constitute  a ciuorum. 

Section  703.  Compensation.  Each  townshij)  commissioner  shall  re- 
ceive a salary  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  year,  payable  quarterly,  as  full 
com])ensation  for  the  duties  imposed  by  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  704.  Employes.  The  board  of  township  commissioners 
may  appoint  one  or  more  supervisors  or  an  engineer  and  assistant  en- 
gineers of  highways,  and  by  resolution,  specify  their  duties  and  fix  their 
salaries.  All  such  officers  shall  hold  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  board, 
d'he  board  shall  employ  a sufficient  number  of  workmen,  mechanics,  and 
laborers  for  the  proper  care  of  the  public  roads,  and  such  other  employes 
as  may  he  deemed  necessary. 

Section  705.  Reports  to  State  Department  of  Highways.  The 

townshi])  commissioners  shall  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
h'ehruary  in  each  year,  make  a sworn  statement  to  the  State  Department 
of  Highways,  on  blanks  furnished  to  them  by  the  said  department  of 
the  whole  amount  of  tax  levied  during  the  preceding  year  for  road  and 
bridge  purposes  and  the  total  amount  of  taxes  collected  during  the  year 
for  road  and  bridge  purposes.  They  shall  specify,  in  such  report,  the 
amount  expended  for  maintenance  or  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges,  for 
opening  and  building  new  roads  and  bridges,  and  for  macadamizing  or 
■otherwise  permanently  improving  roads,  the  number  of  miles  of  roads 
thus  made,  and  the  total  number  of  miles  of  township  roads  in  the  town- 
shijn  Such  report  shall  also  contain  such  other  matters  and  things  as 
the  department  may  require. 

ARTICLE  VIII 
Township  Treasurer 

Section  801.  Bond.  The  treasurer  of  each  township  shall  give 
bond,  in  .a  sujn  equal  to  fifty  per  centum  of  the  probable  amount  of  the 
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annual  township  tax.  Such  bond  shall  be  subscribed  by  sureties  approved 
by  the  township  commissioners,  or  by  a surety  company  or  companies 
duly  authorized  to  do  business  in  this  Commonwealth.  The  bond  given 
by  the  treasurer  shall  be  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office,  for  a just  account  of  all  moneys  belonging  to  the 
township  funds  that  may  come  into  his  hands  from  taxation  or  other- 
wise, and  payment  over  thereof  only  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law ; 
for  the  delivery  to  his  successor  in  office  of  all  papers,  books,  documents, 
and  other  things  held  in  right  of  his  office,  and  for  the  payment  to  such 
successor  of  any  balance  in  money  remaining  in  his  hands  or  charged 
against  him  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts.  Said  bond  shall  be  filed 
with  the  township  commissioners. 

Section  802.  Compensation.  The  township  treasurer  shall  receive 
for  his  duties  as  treasurer  and  tax  collector  for  the  township  a sum  equal 
to  five  per  centum  of  all  township  taxes  received  or  collected  by  him, 
and,  in  addition  thereto,  a sum  equal  to  one  per  centum  on  all  other 
moneys  received  or  collected  by  him  for  the  township,  unless  a different 
rate  or  annual  compensation  be  fixed  by  ordinance  of  the  township  com- 
missioners finally  adopted  thirty  days  prior  to  his  election. 

Section  803.  Accounts  to  Be  Kept  by  Treasurer.  Every  town- 
ship treasurer  shall  take  charge  of  all  township  moneys  and  promptly 
deposit  the  same  in  a bank,  banking  institution  or  trust  company  in  the 
name  of  the  township,  and  keep  distinct  accounts  of  all  sums  received 
from  taxes  and  other  sources,  which  accounts  shall  at  all  times  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  the  commissioners  and  township  auditor  or  con- 
troller. He  shall  annually  state  his  accounts,  and  lay  the  same,  together 
with  the  books  and  the  vouchers,  before  the  township  auditor  or  controller 
for  settlement. 

Section  804.  Payment  of  Moneys  on  Orders.  The  township 
treasurer  shall  pay  out  the  moneys,  coming  into  his  hands,  only  on  orders 
numbered  in  the  order  of  their  issue,  signed  by  the  president  or  vice 
president  and  attested  by  the  secretary  or  assistant  secretary  of  the  board, 
and  designating  the  appropriation  out  of  which  the  orders  shall  be  paid. 
Any  township  treasurer  who  shall  pay  out  moneys  in  his  hands,  except 
upon  such  orders,  or  shall  pay  out  moneys  in  excess  of  the  appropriations, 
shall  be  allowed  no  credit  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  for  the  sum 
or  sums  so  paid  out,  nor  shall  he  have  any  claim  or  right  of  action  against 
the  township  therefor. 

Section  805.  Powers  as  Tax  Collector.  The  township  treasurer, 
by  virtue  of  his  office  as  treasurer,  shall  be  tax  collector.  He  shall 
collect  all  county,  township,  school,  poor,  and  other  taxes,  within  such 
township,  levied  by  authorities  empowered  to  levy  taxes.  He  shall,  in 
addition  to  the  powers,  duties,  and  responsibilities  enumerated  in  this 
act,  have  all  the  powers,  perform  all  the  duties,  and  be  subject  to  all 
the  obligations  and  responsibilities,  as  are  now  by  law  vested  in,  con- 
ferred upon,  or  imposed  upon,  collectors  of  the  several  classes  of  taxes 
hereinbefore  mentioned. 

It  is  the  purpose  and  intent  of  this  section,  that  no  local  taxes  shall  be 
collected  in  any  township,  except  by  the  treasurer  of  the  township. 

Section  806.  Oath.  Bond  for  County  Taxes,  etc.  The  treasurer 
of  every  township  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office 
as  collector  of  taxes,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  of  office  and  file  the 
same  in  the  office  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  and  shall  annually 
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enter  into  a bond  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  not  more  than  the  amount 
of  taxes  charged  and  assessed  in  the  duplicates,  with  at  least  two  suf- 
ficient sureties  or  one  trust  or  bonding  company.  The  bond  shall  be 
approved  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  and  shall  be  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  said  court.  The  condition  of  the  bond  shall  be,  that  the 
treasurer  shall  well  and  truly  pay  over  or  account  for  the  whole  amount 
of  taxes  charged  and  assessed  in  the  duplicates  which  shall  be  delivered 
to  him.  This  bond  does  not  cover  the  collection  and  payment  over  of 
township  or  school  taxes. 

Section  807.  Special  Funds.  Penalty.  Whenever  any  moneys 
are  collected  in  any  township,  for  any  special  purpose,  and  are  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  such  township,  it  shall  be  unlawful  for 
such  treasurer  to  apply  such  moneys,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  pur- 
jiose  other  than  that  for  which  such  moneys  were  collected.  Every  such 
misapplication  shall  be  a misdemeanor.  Upon  conviction  of  such  ofifense, 
the  treasurer  shall  be  punished  hy  a fine  of  not  less  than  the  amount  so 
misapplied,  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  less  than  tliree  months  and  not 
more  than  one  year. 

Section  808.  Penalty  for  Failure  to  Perform  Duties.  If  any 

township  treasurer  of  any  township  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform 
any  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  be  fined  in  a sum  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding  the  office. 

Section  809.  Depositories  of  Township  Funds.  Selection  of. 
Bonds.  'I'he  hoard  of  commissioners  shall,  on  the  first  Monday  of 
January  of  each  even-numbered  year,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  is  prac- 
ticable, designate,  by  resolution,  a depository  or  depositories  for  township 
funds.  vSuch  designation  shall  be  valid  for  a period  of  two  years  or 
until  such  time  as  another  depository  or  other  depositories  shall  be 
designated  by  similar  action  of  the  board  of  commissioners. 

Such  depository  or  depositories  shall  he  hanks,  banking  institutions 
or  trust  companies  located  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Dc])ositories  so  designated  shall,  upon  receipt  of  notice  of  their 
selection  as  a depository  of  township  funds,  furnish  a bond  to  secure 
payment  of  deposits  and  any  interest  to  the  township,  with  a proper 
warrant  to  confess  judgment  in  favor  of  the  township,  secured  by  a 
surety  company  or  individual  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  board  of 
commissioners. 

Such  bonds  shall  be  in  a sum  at  least  equal  to  the  probable  greatest 
amount  of  such  deposit  at  any  one  time. 

The  township  treasurer  shall,  upon  the  designation  and  qualification 
of  such  depositorv  or  depositories,  immediately  transfer  thereto  the  town- 
ship funds,  and  shall  thereafter  keep  such  deposits  solely  in  such  deposi- 
tory or  depositories. 

No  township  treasurer,  complying  with  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
iKjr  his  surety  or  sureties,  shall  he  chargeable  with  losses  in  township 
funds  caused  by  the  failure  or  negligence  of  such  depository  or  deposi- 
tories. 

ARTICLE  IX 
Township  SkCRpTARY 

Section  901.  Election  of  Secretary.  Salary.  The  board  of  com- 
missioners in  townships  shall  elect  a secretary,  who  must  be  a qualified 
voter  of  the  township,  and  not  a member  of  the  board.  He  shall  act 
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IS  secretary  of  the  board,  shall  be  the  official  keeper  of  the  minutes,  and 
;hall  perform  such  other  duties  as  are  prescribed  by  ordinance  of  the 
joard.  He  shall  provide  suitable  books,  the  cost  of  which  shall  be  paid 
3ut  of  the  township  funds,  wherein  he  shall  enter  all  matters  of  which 
re  is  required  to  keep  a record.  His  salary  shall  be  fixed  by  ordinance. 

Section  902.  Duties.  Penalty.  The  secretary  of  townships  shall 
ceep  a record  of  the  appropriations  made  by  the  township  commissioners 
ind  the  amounts  chargeable  thereto.  He  shall  furnish  to  any  person,  so 
requesting,  a statement  showing  the  amount  available  for  future  charges 
igainst  any  appropriated  fund.  Any  secretary  who  shall  knowingly  fur- 
aish  an  incorrect  statement  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and,  upon 
:onviction  thereof,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  not  more  than  five 
liundred  dollars. 

Section  903.  Records  Open  to  Inspection.  The  minute  book  and 
other  records  and  documents  of  every  township  shall  be  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  any  taxpayer  thereof,  his,  her,  or  its  agent,  upon  demand 
therefor. 


ARTICLE  X 
Auditors 

Section  1001.  Appointment  and  Compensation  of  Auditor.  Gen- 
eral duties.  The  court  of  common  pleas  of  each  county  shall,  annually 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  January  of  each  and  every  year,  appoint 
for  each  township  of  the  first  class,  within  such  county  not  having  a 
controller,  an  auditor,  who  shall  be  an  individual  or  firm  licensed  as  a 
certified  public  accountant  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  who  may  or  may 
not  reside  in  the  township  for  which  appointed.  The  court  shall  also  fix 
the  compensation  of  such  auditor,  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  township. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  so  appointed  to  audit,  settle  and  adjust 
the  accounts  of  the  township  commissioners,  township  treasurer,  tax 
collector,  secretary  and  other  officers  and  persons  receiving  and  disbursing 
or  authorizing  the  disbursement  of  the  moneys  of  the  township  during 
the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

Section  1002.  Subpoenas.  Power  to  Administer  Oaths.  Penalty. 

The  auditor  of  each  township  may  issue  subpoenas  to  obtain  the  at- 
tendance of  the  officers  and  persons  whose  accounts  he  is  required  to 
adjust,  their  executors  and  administrators,  and  of  any  persons  whom  it 
may  be  necessary  to  examine  as  witnesses,  and  to  compel  their  attendance 
by  attachment,  in  like  manner  as  any  court  of  common  pleas  may  in  cases 
pending  before  them,  and  may  also  compel  the  production  of  all  books, 
vouchers,  and  papers  relative  to  such  accounts.  Such  subpoena  and  attach- 
ment shall  be  served  and  executed  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  as  the 
case  may  require. 

The  auditor  of  each  township  may  administer  oaths  and  affirmations 
to  all  persons  brought  or  appearing  before  him,  whether  accountants, 
witnesses,  or  otherwise.  All  persons  guilty  of  swearing  or  affirming 
falsely  on  such  examination  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury. 

Section  1003.  Surcharges.  Publication  and  Filing  of  State- 
ments. The  auditor  shall  complete  his  audit,  settlement,  and  adjustment 
within  as  short  a time  as  possible.  Any  officer  or  person  whose  act  or 
neglect  has  contributed  to  the  financial  loss  of  the  township  shall  be  sur- 
charged by  the  auditor  with  the  amount  of  such  loss.  He  shall,  within 
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ten  days  thereafter,  publish,  by  advertisement  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
of  general  circulation,  printed  in  the  township  or  county,  a concise  item- 
ized statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  several  officers  for 
the  preceding  fiscal  year.  He  shall  also,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  file 
a copy  of  such  statement  with  the  secretary  of  the  township  and  another 
copy  of  such  statement  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions. 
When  any  two  offices  are  exercised  by  the  same  person,  only  one  state- 
ment shall  be  required. 

Section  1004.  Cancelling  Orders.  The  auditor  shall  cancel  all 
orders  and  vouchers  presented  to  him,  which  he  finds  have  been  paid,  by 
writing  the  word  "audited”  on  the  face  thereof. 

Section  1005.  Penalty  for  Failure  to  Perform  Duty.  Any  auditor 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  comply  with  the  preceding  provisions  of  this 
article  shall  pay  a penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  suit, 
instituted  in  the  name  of  the  township,  upon  the  complaint  of  any  tax- 
payer, in  the  same  manner  as  debts  of  like  amount  are  recoverable.  Any 
penalty  recovered  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  township. 

Section  1006.  Employment  and  Compensation  of  Attorney.  The 

auditor,  in  case  of  a disagreement  with  any  official  or  board  of  officials 
whose  accounts  he  is  required  to  audit,  may  employ  an  attorney.  Such 
attorney  shall  not  be  employed  until  reasonable  effort  to  reach  an  agree- 
ment has  been  made,  and  only  after  notice  of  his  intention  so  to  do  has 
been  given  to  said  official  or  board  of  officials.  The  compensation  for 
such  attorney  shall  be  fixed  by  the  auditor,  and  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  ten  dollars  per  day,  nor  total  in  any  case  more  than  thirty  dollars, 
unless  when  an  appeal  is  taken  to  the  courts,  in  which  case  the  court 
shall  fix  the  additional  conqDensation  for  the  attorney.  The  compensation 
for  said  attorney  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund,  the  settlement  of  which 
is  in  disirute,  by  a warrant  drawn  by  the  auditors  upon  the  treasurer  of 
such  fund,  immediately  upon  the  final  settlement  of  the  account. 

Section  1007.  Balances  Due  to  Be  Entered  as  Judgments.  Any 

Ijalance,  in  any  report  of  the  auditor,  against  any  officer  of  the  township, 
shall  constitute  a surcharge  against  such  officer,  as  fully  as  if  expressly 
stated  in  said  report  to  be  a surcharge,  and  the  amount  of  any  balance, 
and  of  any  express  surcharge,  shall  be  entered  by  the  prothonotary  as  a 
judgment  against  such  officer  and  in  favor  of  the  township.  Unless  an 
appeal  is  taken  as  hereinafter  provided,  the  auditor  shall  direct  the  clerk 
of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  to  certify  the  amount  of  every  balance 
or  surcharge,  contained  in  any  such  report,  to  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
for  entry  thereof  by  the  prothonotary  as  a judgment.  The  auditor  or 
any  taxpayer  of  the  township  may  enforce  the  collection  thereof,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  township,  by  action  or  execution,  upon  filing  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  a bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  (in  the  case 
only  of  a taxpayer)  conditioned  to  indemnify  the  township  from  all  costs 
which  may  accrue  in  the  proceedings  undertaken  by  such  taxpayer,  sub- 
ject. however,  to  all  rights  of  appeal  from  the  report  of  the  auditor  granted 
by  this  act. 

Section  1008.  Collection  of  Surcharges  by  Taxpayers.  Whenever 
an}"  officer  or  person  is  surcharged  with  a sum  of  money  by  the  report 
of  the  township  auditor,  the  auditor  or  any  taxpayer  of  the  township  may 
enforce  the  collection  thereof,  for  the  benefit  of  the  township,  by  action 
or  execution.  Any  such  taxpayer  shall  file  in  the  court  of  common  pleas 


31 


a bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  conditioned  to  indemnify  the  township 
from  all  costs  which  may  accrue  in  the  proceedings. 

Section  1009.  Appeals  from  Report.  The  township,  or  any  tax- 
payer thereof  on  its  behalf,  or  any  officer  or  person  whose  account  is 
settled  or  audited,  by  the  township  auditors,  may  appeal  from  any  settle- 
ment or  audit  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  within  thirty  days  after  the 
settlement  has  been  filed  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions. 

Section  1010.  Appeal  Bond.  No  appeal  by  a taxpayer  or  officer 
shall  be  allowed  unless  the  applicant  shall  tender  into  recognizance  to 
prosecute  the  same  with  effect,  and  to  pay  all  costs  accruing  thereon,  in 
case  if  the  appellant  be  a taxpayer,  he  shall  fail  to  obtain  a final  decision 
more  favorable  to  the  township  than  that  awarded  by  the  auditor,  or, 
in  case  the  appellant  be  an  accounting  officer,  he  shall  fail  to  obtain  a 
final  decision  more  favorable  to  the  officer  than  that  awarded  by  the 
auditor. 

Section  1011.  Intervention  by  Taxpayers.  Whenever  an  appeal 
has  been  taken  from  the  report  of  the  auditor  by  the  township,  or  by 
any  person  charged  in  such  report  with  any  sum  of  money,  any  taxpayer 
of  the  township  may  intervene  in  such  appeal,  and  either  prosecute  the 
same  on  its  behalf,  or  defend  it  against  the  appeal  of  the  person  so 
charged.  No  taxpayer  shall  intervene  unless  he  shall  file  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas  a bond,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  securities,  conditioned 
to  indemnify  the  township  against  all  costs  accruing  by  reason  of  such 
intervention. 

Section  1012.  Consolidation  of  Appeals.  When  more  than  one 
appeal  from  the  report  of  the  auditor  is  taken,  whether  by  the  township, 
an  officer  or  officers  thereof,  or  by  a taxpayer,  the  court  shall,  upon  peti- 
tion of  any  party  interested,  direct  the  several  appeals  to  be  disposed  of 
in  a single  proceeding. 

Section  1013.  Testimony  and  Argument.  Any  person  interested 
may  order  the  appeal  upon  the  argument  list,  and  evidence  may  be  taken 
before  any  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  upon  rule  for  that 
purpose  served  upon  the  opposite  party. 

Section  1014.  Framed  Issues.  Whenever  any  matter  of  fact  is 
in  dispute  the  court  of  common  pleas  is  authorized  to  frame  an  issue 
for  the  trial  thereof. 

Section  1015.  Prima  Facie  Evidence.  The  accounts  of  the  of- 
ficer or  officers  in  question  may  be  investigated  de  novo.  The  figures  and 
facts  found  and  stated  by  the  auditor  in  his  report  of  audit  shall  be 
taken  as  prima  facie  correct,  as  against  any  such  officer,  and  the  burden 
shall  be  upon  each  officer  whose  accounts  are  in  question  to  establish  the 
validity  of  the  credits  which  he  claims. 

Section  1016.  Judgment.  After  hearing,  the  court  shall  file  its 
findings  of  fact  and  law  and  enter  judgment  in  accordance  therewith, 
and  the  judgment  so  entered  may  be  enforced  by  any  appropriate  pro- 
ceedings by  the  party  prevailing. 

Section  1017.  Costs.  In  all  cases  of  appeal  from  the  report  or 
audit  of  the  township  auditor  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  the  cost  shall 
abide  the  event  of  the  suit  as  in  other  cases. 

Section  1018.  Appeals.  Any  person  interested  may  except  to  the 
rulings  of  the  courts,  and  may  appeal  therefrom  to  the  Superior  or 
Supreme  Court,  as  in  other  cases. 
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Section  1019.  Counsel  Fees.  When  an  appeal  is  taken  from  the 
county  auditor’s  report  or  settlement  of  the  account  of  any  public  officer, 
m accordance  with  the  laws  relating  thereto,  and  such  appeal  results 
favorable  to  the  appellants  in  such  a manner  that  money  is  recovered 
for  any  township,  the  court  hearing  such  appeal  shall  make  an  order  to 
pay  a counsel  fee,  which  it  deems  just  and  reasonable,  to  the  counsel  rep- 
resenting such  appeal,  out  of  the  funds  so  recovered. 

This  section  shall  apply  to  all  such  cases  now  pending  or  hereafter 
brought  in  any  court  of  this  Commonwealth. 

ARTICLE  XI 

Controller 

Section  1101.  Oath  and  Bond  of  Controller.  The  township  con- 
troller shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  oath  prescribed  by  this  act  for  township  officers,  and  shall  give 
bond  to  the  township,  with  two  or  more  sureties,  or  with  a surety  com- 
pany, to  be  approved  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  in  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
duties,  and  to  adequately  protect  the  township  from  any  illegal  or  un- 
faithful action  by  the  controller.  The  cost  of  such  bond  shall  be  paid  by 
the  township. 

The  township  controller  may,  at  the  instance  of  a taxpayer,  and 
by  rule  upon  him  for  that  purpose,  be  compelled  to  justify  his  bond,  as 
to  the  amount  thereof,  and  the  responsibility  of  the  sureties,  before  the 
court  of  common  pleas. 

Section  1102.  Salary  of  Controller.  The  salary  of  the  controller 
shall  be  fixed  by  ordinance.  In  townships  having  a population  of  fifty 
thousand  or  more,  the  salary  of  the  controller  shall  not  exceed  four 
thousand  dollars.  In  townships  having  a population  of  forty  thousand 
or  more,  but  less  than  fifty  thousand  inhabitants,  the  salary  of  the  con- 
troller shall  not  exceed  thirty-six  hundred  dollars.  In  townships  having 
a population  of  thirty  thousand  or  more,  but  less  than  forty  thousand 
inhabitants,  the  salary  of  the  controller  shall  not  exceed  twenty-four 
hundred  dollars.  In  townships  having  a population  of  twenty  thousand 
or  more,  but  less  than  thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  the  salary  of  the  con- 
troller shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  In  townships 
having  a population  of  fifteen  thousand  or  more,  but  less  than  twenty 
thousand  inhabitants,  the  salary  of  the  controller  shall  not  exceed  twelve 
hundred  dollars.  In  townships  having  a population  of  ten  thousand  or 
more,  but  less  than  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants,  the  salary  of  the  con- 
troller shall  not  exceed  nine  hundred  dollars.  In  townships  having  a 
population  of  less  than  ten  thousand  and  not  less  than  five  thousand,  the 
salary  of  the  controller  shall  not  exceed  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
In  townships  having  a population  of  less  than  five  thousand  and  not  less 
than  twenty-five  hundred,  the  salary  of  the  controller  shall  not  exceed 
five  hundred  dollars.  In  townships  having  a population  of  less  than  two 
thousand  five  hundred,  the  salary  of  the  controller  shall  not  exceed  three 
hundred  dollars. 

Section  1103.  General  Powers  and  Duties  of  Controller;  May 
Require  Attendance  of  Witnesses ; Penalty.  The  township  controller 
shall  superintend  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  township.  He  shall  examine, 
audit  and  settle  all  accounts  whatsoever  in  which  the  township  is  con- 
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cerned,  either  as  debtor  or  creditor,  where  provisions  for  the  settlement 
thereof  are  made  by  law,  and  where  no  such  provisions,  or  an  insufficient 
provision,  has  been  made,  he  shall  examine  such  accounts  and  report 
to  the  board  of  commissioners  the  facts  relating  thereto,  with  his  opinion 
thereon. 

The  controller,  in  addition  to  the  above  audits,  shall  annually  audit, 
settle,  and  adjust  the  accounts  for  the  immediately  preceding  fiscal  year, 
in  which  the  township  is  concerned,  and  for  any  preceding  fiscal  year  of 
any  officer  which  have  not  previously  been  audited,  settled  and  adjusted. 
He  shall  finish  said  audit,  settlement  and  adjustment  and  file  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  of  the  county  in  which  such  township  may  be 
situated  a report  thereof,  within  sixty  days  after  the  beginning  of  the 
current  fiscal  year,  setting  forth  an  itemized  statement  of  the  charges 
against  and  credits  of  said  officers  and  any  balance  or  surcharge  against 
them.  The  amount  of  any  balance  or  shortage,  or  of  any  expenditure  of 
a kind  or  made  in  a manner  prohibited  or  not  authorized  by  statute, 
or  which  causes  a financial  loss  to  the  township,  shall  be  surcharged 
against  any  officer  against  whom  such  balance  or  shortage  shall  appear, 
or  who,  by  vote,  act  or  neglect,  has  made,  approved  or  permitted  such 
expenditure.  Any  balance  or  surcharge  against  any  such  officer  shall  by 
direction  of  the  controller  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  courts  to.  the 
prothonotary  who  shall  enter  the  same  as  a judgment  against  such  officer 
unless  he  shall  appeal  from  such  report  as  hereinafter  provided. 

The  township  controller  shall  have  supervision  and  control  of  the 
accounts  of  all  departments,  bureaus,  and  officers  of  the  township,  author- 
ized to  collect,  receive  or  disburse  the  public  moneys,  or  who  are  charged 
with  the  management  or  custody  thereof.  He  shall  audit  their  respective 
accounts  and  may  at  any  time  require  from  any  of  them  a statement  in 
writing  of  any  moneys  or  property  of  the  township  in  their  hands  or 
under  their  control,  and  he  shall,  immediately  upon  the  discovery  of  any 
default,  irregularity  or  delinquency,  report  the  same  to  the  board  of  com- 
missioners. He  shall  also  audit  and  report  upon  the  account  of  any 
such  officer  upon  the  death,  resignation,  removal  or  expiration  of  the 
term  of  the  said  officer. 

In  the  making  of  any  audit  or  settlement,  and  in  the  authentication 
of  any  account  or  claim  or  demand  against  the  township,  the  controller 
of  any  township  shall  have  the  same  power  and  authority  to  obtain  the 
attendance  before  him  of  parties  and  witnesses,  and  the  production  of 
books  and  papers,  and  to  administer  oaths  and  affirmations,  as  are  given 
by  law  to  county  and  township  auditors.  All  persons  guilty  of  swearing 
or  affirming  falsely  before  him  shall  be  liable  to  the  penalty  for  perjury. 

Section  1104.  Controller  to  Countersign  Warrants.  The  town- 
ship controller  shall  countersign  all  warrants  upon  the  township  treasurer, 
the  form  thereof  to  be  prescribed  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  but 
no  warrant  shall  be  countersigned  unless  there  is  money  in  the  treasury 
to  pay  the  same.  Whenever  a warrant  on  the  treasurer  shall  be  presented 
to  the  controller  to  be  countersigned,  the  person  presenting  the  same 
shall,  if  the  controller  require,  produce  evidence : 

1.  That  the  amount  expressed  in  the  warrant  is  due  to  the  person 
in  whose  favor  it  is  drawn ; 

2.  That  the  supplies  or  services  for  payment  of  which  the  warrant 
is  drawn  have  been  furnished  or  performed  according  to  law,  and  the 
terms  of  the  contract. 
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Section  1105.  Controller  to  Prevent  Appropriation  Over  Drafts. 
The  township  controller  shall  not  permit  any  appropriation  made  by 
the  board  of  township  commissioners  to  be  overdrawn.  Whenever  an 
appropriation  is  exhausted,  the  object  of  which  is  not  complete,  he  shall 
immediately  report  the  fact  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  accompany 
such  report  with  a statement  of  the  moneys  which  have  been  drawn  on 
such  appropriation  and  the  particular  purpose  for  which  they  are  drawn. 

Section  1106.  Amount  of  Contracts  to  Be  Charged  Against 
Appropriations.  Every  contract  involving  appropriation  of  money  shall 
designate  the  item  of  appropriation  on  which  it  is  founded,  and  the  esti- 
mated amount  of  the  expenditure  thereunder  shall  be  charged  against 
such  item  and  so  certified  by  the  township  controller  on  the  contract,  be- 
fore it  shall  take  effect  as  a contract,  and  the  payment  required  by  such 
contract  shall  be  made  from  the  fund  appropriated  therefor.  If  the 
controller  shall  certify  any  contract  in  excess  of  the  appropriation  made 
therefor,  the  township  shall  not  be  liable  for  such  excess,  but  the  con- 
troller and  his  sureties  shall  be  liable  for  the  same,  which  may  be  re- 
covered in  an  action  at  law  by  the  contracting  party  aggrieved.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  controller  to  certify  contracts  for  the  payments  of 
which  sufficient  appropriations  have  been  made. 

Section  1107.  Controller’s  Report.  The  township  controller  shall, 
as  often  as  he  may  deem  expedient  or  the  board  of  commissioners  shall 
direct,  suggest  plans  to  the  board  of  commissioners  for  the  management 
and  improvement  of  the  township  finances ; and  he  shall  make  a report, 
verified  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  at  the 
first  stated  meeting  in  January  in  each  year,  of  the  public  account  of 
the  township,  and  of  the  trusts  in  its  care,  exhibiting  all  the  expenditures 
thereof  respectively,  the  sources  from  which  the  revenue  and  funds  are 
derived,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  same  have  been  disbursed.  Each 
account  shall  be  accompanied  by  a detailed  statement  of  the  several  ap- 
propriations made  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  the  amount  drawn  on 
each  appropriation,  and  the  balance  standing  to  the  debit  or  credit  of 
such  appropriation.  The  report  shall  be  published,  at  the  expense  of 
the  township,  once  a week  for  two  weeks  in  a newspaper  circulating  gen- 
erally in  the  township. 

Section  1108.  Books  to  Be  Kept  by  Controller.  The  township 
controller  shall  keep  a regular  set  of  books,  in  which  shall  be  opened 
and  kept  as  many  accounts,  under  appropriate  titles,  as  may  be  necessary 
to  show  separately  and  distinctly  all  the  estates  and  property  whatsoever, 
real  and  personal,  vested  in  the  township,  all  trusts  in  the  care  of  the 
same,  all  debts  due  and  owing  the  township,  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  various  departments  of  the  township  government,  and  all  appro- 
priations made  by  the  board  of  commissioners  and  the  sums  under  the 
same  respectively. 

Section  1109.  Appeals  from  Controller’s  Report;  Bond;  Pro- 
cedure on  Appeal.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township,  or  any  taxpayer 
thereof  on  its  behalf,  or  any  officer  against  whom  any  sum  shall  be 
charged  in  the  report  of  audit  by  the  controller  as  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  court,  to  appeal  therefrom  to  the  court  of  common  pleas 
within  thirty  days  after  the  same  shall  be  filed  in  the  prothonotary’s 
office.  The  appeal  shall  be  filed  in  the  same  number  and  term  in  which 
the  report  has  been  filed.  If  the  appellant  is  a taxpayer,  or  any  officer 
charged  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  file  a bond  with  one  or  more  sufficient 
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securities,  conditioned  to  pay  all  costs  thereafter  accruing  in  case  a de- 
cision more  favorable  to  the  party  on  wdiose  behalf  the  appeal  shall  be 
taken  than  that  contained  in  the  report  of  audit  shall  not  be  obtained. 

In  case  any  appeal  shall  be  taken  as  aforesaid,  the  same  may  be 
placed  upon  the  argument  list  of  said  court  by  either  party.  Testimony 
and  evidence  as  to  the  accounts  of  any  such  officer  may  be  taken  before 
said  court,  or  by  depositions,  as  the  court  may  direct,  in  the  course  of 
which  the  said  accounts  may  be  investigated  de  novo,  and  the  burden 
shall  be  upon  each  officer,  whose  accounts  are  involved  in  the  appeal, 
of  establishing,  by  evidence  from  original  sources,  his  right  to  credits 
claimed  by  him,  but  the  opposing  party  in  such  appeal  may  use  any  facts, 
figures  or  findings  of  the  report  of  audit  as  prima  facie  evidence  against 
any  officer. 

Section  1110.  Court  to  File  Conclusions  of  Fact  and  Law; 
Judgment;  Appeals.  After  argument  of  said  appeal,  the  court  shall 
file  Its  conclusions  of  fact  and  law,  and  answers  to  any  requests,  and 
enter  judgment  in  accordance  therewith  in  favor  of  and  against  the 
proper  parties.  After  argument,  the  court  may  direct  an  issue  to  be 
tried  by  a jury  as  to  any  specific  disputed  questions  of  fact.  Appeals 
may  be  taken  by  any  person  interested  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court 
from  any  such  judgment  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  the  same  way 
that  appeals  are  now  authorized  by  law  to  be  taken. 

Section  1111.  Intervention  of  Taxpayers.  When  any  appeal  to 
the  court  of  common  pleas  shall  be  taken,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  township 
or  any  officers  charged  in  said  report  with  any  sum  of  money,  any  tax- 
payer may  come  into  court  and  intervene  in  said  appeal,  and  on  behalf 
of  the  township  may  cause  the  same  to  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment 
in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  effect  as  the  township  authorities 
could  do.  Such  taxpayer  shall,  at  the  time  of  intervening,  file  in  said 
court  a bond,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  conditioned  to  in- 
demnify the  township  from  all  costs  that  may  accrue  by  reason  of  such 
intervention  subsequently  thereto. 

Collection  of  any  judgment  against  any  township  officer,  entered  by 
virtue  of  a controller’s  report  of  audit,  or  in  the  course  of  an  appeal 
therefrom,  may  be  enforced  against  such  officer  and  his  sureties  by  the 
township  or  any  taxpayer  thereof  on  its  behalf  by  any  appropriate  pro- 
ceedings executionary  or  otherwise. 

Section  1112.  Consolidation  of  Appeals.  When  more  than  one 
appeal  from  a controller’s  report  of  audit  shall  have  been  taken,  whether 
by  the  township,  a township  officer  or  officers,  or  a taxpayer,  or  any  or 
all  of  them,  the  court  of  common  pleas  shall,  upon  petition  of  any  party 
interested,  direct  the  several  appeals  to  be  disposed  of  in  a single  pro- 
ceeding. 

Section  1113.  Controller  to  Retain  Books,  Documents,  Et 
Cetera,  Pending  Appeals.  Every  township  controller  shall  retain  in 
his  possession,  during  the  thirty  days’  period  elapsing  between  the  date 
of  filing  his  report  and  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  filing  the  appeal 
therefrom,  all  books,  documents,  vouchers,  checks  and  other  papers  which 
have  been  procured  before  him  in  the  course  of  his  audit  of  the  accounts 
of  township  officers,  and,  if  any  appeal  shall  be  taken,  shall  continue  to 
hold  the  same  for  production  in  the  proceeding  to  determine  the  appeal. 
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ARTICLE  XII 
Township  Solicitor 

Section  1201.  Election;  Vacancies.  The  board  of  commissioners, 
on  the  lirst  iNIonday  of  January  in  any  even-numbered  year,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  may  elect,  by  a vote  of  a majority  of  the  mem- 
bers, one  person  learned  in  the  law,  who  shall  be  styled  the  township 
solicitor,  and  who  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  the  first 
Monday  of  January  of  the  even-numbered  year  in  or  succeeding  which 
he  was  elected,  and  until  his  successor  qualifies.  The  compensation  of 
the  solicitor  shall  be  fixed  by  the  board  of  commissioners  and  shall  not 
exceed  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  Vacancies  in  the  office  of 
township  solicitor  shall  be  filled  by  the  board  of  commissioners  for  the 
unexpired  term. 

Section  1202.  Bond.  The  township  solicitor  shall  give  a bond 
to  the  township,  with  two  or  more  sureties,  or  one  trust  or  bonding 
company,  to  be  approved  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  in  such  sum 
as  it  shall  by  ordinance  direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  duty. 

Section  1203.  Solicitor  to  Have  Control  of  Law  Matters.  The 

law  matters  of  the  township  shall  be  under  the  superintendence,  discre- 
tion, and  control  of  the  township  solicitor,  and  no  official  or  official  body  of 
the  township,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,  shall  employ  an  addi- 
tional counsel  without  the  assent  or  ratification  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners. 

Section  1204.  Duties  of  Solicitor.  The  township  solicitor  shall 
prepare  such  bonds,  obligations,  contracts,  leases,  conveyances,  and  as- 
surances to  which  the  township  or  any  department  thereof  may  be  a 
party,  as  may  be  directed  by  ordinance  or  resolution ; he  shall  commence 
and  prosecute  all  actions  brought  by  the  township  for  or  on  account  of 
any  of  the  estates,  rights,  trusts,  privileges,  claims,  or  demands,  as  well 
as  defend  all  actions  or  suits  against  the  township,  or  any  officer  thereof, 
wherein  or  whereby  any  of  the  estates,  rights,  privileges,  trusts,  ordi- 
nances, or  accounts,  of  the  township,  may  be  brought  in  question  before 
any  court  in  the  Commonwealth ; and  shall  do  every  professional  act 
incident  to  the  office  which  he  may  be  authorized  or  required  to  do  by 
the  board  of  commissioners  or  by  any  ordinance  or  resolution.  He  shall, 
whenever  required,  furnish  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  the  com- 
mittees thereof,  with  his  opinion  in  writing  upon  any  question  of  law 
which  may  be  submitted  by  any  of  them  in  their  official  capacities. 

ARTICLE  XIII 
Township  Engineer 
(a)  General  Provisions 

Section  1301.  Election  of  Township  Engineer.  Term.  Filling 
of  Vacancies.  The  board  of  commissioners  on  the  first  Monday  of 
January  in  any  even-numbered  year,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be 
practicable,  may  elect,  by  a vote  of  a majority  of  the  members,  one  per- 
son as  township  engineer  who  shall  be  a registered  civil  engineer.  He 
shall  serve  for  a term  of  four  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  January  of 
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the  even-numbered  year  in  or  succeeding  which  he  was  elected,  and  until 
his  successor  qualifies.  The  board  of  commissioners  shall  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  engineer.  Vacancies  in  the  office  of  township  engineer 
shall  be  filled  by  the  board  of  commissioners  for  the  unexpired  term. 

Section  1302.  Bond.  The  township  engineer  shall  give  a bond 
to  the  township,  with  two  or  more  sureties,  or  one  trust  or  bonding  com- 
pany, to  be  approved  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  in  such  sum  as  it 
shall  by  ordinance  direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  duty. 

Section  1303.  Control  of  Engineering  Matters.  The  township 
engineer  shall  have  the  superintendence,  direction  and  control  of  the 
engineering  matters  of  the  township,  and  no  department  of  the  township 
shall  employ  or  retain  any  additional  engineer,  except  with  the  consent 
and  ratification  of  the  board  of  commissioners. 

Section  1304.  Duties.  Preparation  of  Plans.  The  township 
engineer  shall  perform  such  duties  as  the  board  of  commissioners  shall 
prescribe  as  to  the  construction,  reconstruction,  maintenance  and  repair 
of  all  streets,  roads,  pavements,  sewers,  bridges,  culverts,  and  other  en- 
gineering work.  He  shall  prepare  plans,  specifications  and  estimates  of 
all  such  work  undertaken  by  such  township,  and  shall,  whenever  required, 
furnish  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  the  committees  thereof,  with 
reports,  information  or  estimates  on  any  township  engineering  work,  or 
on  questions  submitted  by  any  of  them  in  their  official  capacity. 

Section  1305.  Certificate  of  Commencement  and  of  Completion 
of  Municipal  Improvements.  The  township  engineer  shall,  immediately 
after  the  completion  of  any  municipal  improvement,  the  cost  of  which, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  is  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  abutting  property, 
make  certificate  in  which  he  shall  state  the  day  or  time  on  which  the 
particular  improvement  was  completed,  and  shall  file  the  same  with  the 
township  secretary,  who  shall  enter  the  said  day  or  time  of  completion 
of  the  work  in  a book  to  be  kept  by  him  for  said  purpose ; and  the  said 
day  or  time  mentioned  in  said  certificate  shall  be  conclusive  on  all  parties 
as  to  the  time  the  said  work  was  completed.  The  time  of  completion  of 
the  work,  referred  to  in  this  section  and  in  other  parts  of  this  act,  shall 
be  taken  to  mean  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  whole  contract  for 
the  improvement.  He  shall  also  furnish  to  the  township  secretary  a cer- 
tificate showing  the  time  at  which  any  such  particular  improvement  was 
commenced,  and  such  certificate  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  time 
when  the  said  improvement  was  begun ; and  an  entry  of  such  date  shall 
be  made  by  said  secretary  in  the  book  aforesaid. 

Section  1306.  Surveys.  The  township  engineer  shall  have  the 
charge  and  direction  of  all  surveys  and  regulations  authorized  by  any 
act  of  assembly,  or  ordinance  of  such  township. 

(b)  Real  Estate  Registry 

Section  1310.  Provisions  for  Registration  of  Real  Estate.  For 

the  purpose  of  procuring  accurate  information  in  reference  to  the  owner- 
ship of  all  real  estate,  the  board  of  township  commissioners  in  townships 
having  a township  engineer  may  provide,  by  ordinance,  for  the  registry 
thereof  in  the  manner  following. 

Section  1311.  Preparation  of  Books,  Plans  and  Maps.  The 
township  engineer  of  any  township  in  which  such  registry  shall  be 
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established  as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  to  be  made  all  such  necessary  books, 
maps  and  plans  as  will  show  the  situation  and  dimensions  of  each  prop- 
erty therein,  which  books,  maps,  or  plans  shall  be  so  prepared  as  to 
show  the  house  number,  if  any,  the  name  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof, 
with  blank  spaces  for  the  owner  of  each  lot,  with  provision  for  the 
names  of  future  owners,  and  dates  of  future  transfer  of  title.  For  such 
purpose  the  township  engineer  shall  have  free  access,  without  charge, 
to  any  of  the  public  records  wherein  the  necessary  information  may  be 
obtainable  therefor.  He  may  also  cause  search  to  he  made  in  any  other 
place  for  any  muniments  or  evidence  of  title,  not  reported  to  him  as 
hereinafter  provided,  and  requisite  for  the  completion  of  such  books, 
maps  or  plans. 

Section  1312.  Preservation  of  Records.  The  said  hooks,  maps 
and  plans  shall  be  carefully  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  engineer  of 
said  township ; and  shall  he  so  kept,  by  additions  from  time  to  time,  or 
otherwise,  as  to  show  the  ownership  of  every  lot  or  piece  of  real  estate, 
or  subdivision  thereof,  within  the  township  limits,  with  the  successive 
transmissions  of  title,  from  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  such  plans ; 
hut  nothing  therein  or  in  this  article  shall  invalidate  any  municipal  or 
tax  claim  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  same  is  not  assessed  or  levied 
against  the  registered  owner. 

Section  1313.  Certified  Copies  of  Entries  Admissible  as  Evi- 
dence. Certified  copies,  under  the  hand  of  the  said  engineer,  of  any  of 
the  entries  in  said  hooks,  or  upon  said  maps  or  plans,  shall  be  received 
in  evidence  in  the  same  manner  as  the  hooks,  maps  and  plans  themselves 
might  he  admissible  for  such  purposes ; and  may  he  also  furnished  to 
any  person  desiring  the  same,  for  such  fee  or  compensation  for  the  use 
of  the  township  as  may  he  fixed  by  ordinance. 

Section  1314.  Duties  Imposed  on  Owners  of  Real  Estate  When 
Registry  Established.  Penalty.  All  owners  of  unregistered  real  estate 
within  the  township  limits,  within  one  month  from  the  date  of  the  ap- 
proval of  the  ordinance  establishing  such  registry,  and  every  subsequent 
purchaser,  and  every  devisee  or  person  acquiring  title  by  partition  or 
otherwise,  to  any  real  estate  therein,  within  one  month  after  acquiring 
such  title,  shall  furnish  to  the  said  engineer,  at  his  office  descriptions  of 
their  respective  properties,  upon  blanks  furnished  by  the  township,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  present  their  conveyance  to  be  stamped  by  said  en- 
gineer, without  charge,  as  evidence  of  the  registration  thereof.  Any  per- 
son or  persons  neglecting  or  refusing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
this  section,  for  a period  of  thirty  days  after  public  notice  of  the  require- 
ments thereof,  shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  of  five  dollars,  to  be  recovered, 
with  costs  of  suit,  in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  the  township,  as  penal- 
ties for  the  violation  of  township  ordinances  are  recoverable. 

Section  1315.  Registry  of  Properties  Sold  at  Judicial  Sales. 
Duty  of  County  Officers.  Penalty.  The  sheriffs  of  the  respective 
counties  in  which  such  townships  are  situated  shall  present  for  registry 
the  deeds  of  all  properties  within  the  township  limits  sold  by  them  at 
judicial  sales,  whether  by  execution,  or  in  partition  or  otherwise.  The 
prothonotaries  and  recorders  of  deeds  thereof  shall  not  admit  for  record 
any  deed  for  any  township  property,  bearing  date  subsequent  to  the 
approval  of  the  ordinance  or  the  establishment  of  such  registry,  unless 
the  same  shall  first  have  been  duly  stamped  as  herein  directed,  as  proof 
of  registry. 
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ARTICLE  XIV 
Police 

Section  1401.  Appointment  and  Compensation  of -Policemen. 

The  board  of  township  commissioners  shall  fix,  by  ordinance,  the  number, 
rank  and  compensation  of  the  members  of  the  township  police  force. 
No  policeman  shall  at  the  same  time  hold  any  public  office.  The  board 
of  commissioners  shall  prescribe  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  organization  of  the  police  force. 

Section  1402.  Chief  of  Police  and  Other  Officers.  The  board 
of  commissioners  may  designate  from  the  force  the  chief  of  police  and 
other  officers,  who  shall  serve  until  their  successors  are  duly  designated 
and  qualified. 

Section  1403.  Powers  of  Policemen.  Policemen  shall  be  ex  officio 
constables  of  the  township  and  may,  without  warrant  and  on  view, 
arrest  and  commit  for  hearing  any  and  all  persons  guilty  of  a breach 
of  the  peace,  vagrancy,  riotous  or  disorderly  conduct  or  drunkenness, 
or  who  may  be  engaged  in  the  commission  of  any  unlawful  act  tending 
to  imperil  the  personal  security  or  endanger  the  property  of  the  citizens, 
or  violating  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  township  for  the  violation  of 
which  a fine  or  penalty  is  imposed. 

Section  1404.  Service  of  Process.  Fees.  Policemen  shall  have 
authority  to  serve  and  execute  all  criminal  process  for  the  violation  of 
the  township  ordinances,  which  may  be  issued  by  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  township,  and  shall  charge  the  same  fees  and  costs  as  pertain 
by  law  to  constables  for  similar  services ; but  such  fees  and  costs  shall 
be  paid  to  the  township  treasurer  for  the  use  of  the  township. 

Section  1405.  Supervision  of  Police.  The  chief  of  police  and 
policemen  shall  obey  the  orders  of  the  board  of  township  commissoiners 
or  such  other  person  as  may  be  designated  by  ordinance  of  the  board 
for  such  purposes. 

Section  1406.  Keepers  to  Receive  Prisoners.  The  keepers  of 
jails,  lockups  and  station-houses  shall  receive  all  persons  arrested  by 
policemen  for  the  commission  of  any  offense  against  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  or  the  ordinance  of  the  township. 

Section  1407.  Badge.  The  police,  when  on  duty  shall  wear  a 
badge  or  shield  with  the  words  “Township  Police”  and  the  name  of 
the  township  inscribed  thereon. 

Section  1408.  Not  to  Receive  Fees.  Townships  employing  police- 
men shall  pay  to  all  such  policemen  a fixed  or  stipulated  salary.  It  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  such  policemen  to  charge  or  accept  any  fee  or 
other  compensation,  in  addition  to  his  salary,  for  any  service  rendered 
or  performed  by  him  of  any  kind  or  nature  whatsoever  pertaining  to 
his  office  or  duties  as  a policeman,  except  public  rewards  and  the  legal 
mileage  allowed  for  traveling  expenses. 

Section  1409.  Establishment  of  Police  Pension  Fund.  Man- 
agement. Townships  may,  by  ordinance,  establish  a police  pension  fund 
to  be  maintained  by  an  equal  and  proportionate  monthly  charge  against 
each  member  of  the  police  force,  not  exceeding  annually  three  per  centum 
of  the  pay  of  such  member.  The  fund  shall  be  under  the  direction  of 
the  township  commissioners  or  such  committee  as  they  may  designate 
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and  shall  be  applied  under  such  regulations  as  the  commissioners  may 
hy  ordinance  prescribe  for  the  benefit  of  such  members  of  the  police 
force  as  shall  receive  honorable  discharge  therefrom  hy  reason  of  age 
or  disability  and  the  families  of  such  as  may  be  injured  or  killed  in 
the  service.  Any  allowances  made  to  those  who  are  retired  by  reason 
of  disability  or  age  shall  be  in  conformity  with  a uniform  scale. 

Section  1410.  Minimum  Service  for  Retirement.  The  ordinance, 
cstal)lishing  the  police  pension  fund,  may  prescribe  a minimum  period  of 
continuous  service,  not  less  than  twenty  years,  after  which  members  of 
the  force  may  be  retired  from  active  duty.  Policemen  so  retired  shall 
lie  subject  to  service  as  police  reserve  until  unfitted  for  such  service  by 
reason  of  age  or  disability,  when  they  may  be  finally  discharged. 

Section  1411.  Retirement  Allowance.  The  basis  of  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  pension  shall  be  determined  hy  the  rate  of  monthly  pay 
of  the  member  at  the  date  of  death,  honorable  discharge,  or  retirement, 
and  shall  not  in  any  case  exceed  in  any  year  one-half  the  annual  pay 
of  stich  member,  computed  at  such  monthly  rate. 

Section  1412.  General  Funds  of  Township  Not  Liable.  Pay- 
ments made  for  retirement  allowances  shall  be  a charge  on  no  other 
fund  in  the  treasury  of  the  township  or  under  its  control  other  than 
the  police  pension  fund. 

Section  1413.  Township  Appropriations.  Gifts.  Management. 

Any  township  may  make  contributions  to  the  police  pension  fund  and 
may  take  by  gift,  grant,  devise,  or  bequest  any  money  or  property,  real, 
personal  or  mixed  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  such  police  pension  fund. 
The  care,  management,  investment,  and  disposal  of  such  trust  funds  or 
]moperty  shall  be  vested  in  such  officers  as  the  township  commissioners 
shall,  hy  ordinance,  direct  and  shall  be  governed  by  sucb  officers,  subject 
to  any  directions  not  inconsistent  therewith,  as  the  donors  of  such  funds 
and  property  may  prescribe. 

Section  1414.  Reasons  for  Denying  Retirement  Allowance.  No 

])crson  i)articipating  in  such  police  pension  fund  and  becoming  entitled 
to  receive  a benefit  therefrom  shall  be  deprived  of  his  right  to  an  equal 
and  proportionate  share  therein  upon  the  basis  upon  which  he  first  be- 
came entitled  thereto  except  for  the  following  causes,  that  is  to  say; 
convictiejn  of  a crime  or  misdemeanor,  becoming  a habitual  drunkard, 
becoming  a nonresident  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  failing  to  comply 
with  some  general  regulation  relating  to  the  management  of  such  fund 
which  may  l^e  made  by  ordinance  and  which  provides  that  a failure  to 
comply  therewith  shall  terminate  the  right  to  participate  in  the  pension 
fund,  after  such  notice  and  hearing  as  it  shall  prescribe. 

ARTICLE  XV 
Corporate  PowitRS 

Section  1501.  Suits.  Property.  Townships  of  the  first  class 
may — 

I.  Sue  and  be  sued  by  the  name  of  the  township  of  

II.  Purchase,  hold,  lease,  let  and  convey  such  real  and  personal 
estate  as  the  purpose  of  the  township  shall  require.  Such  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  shall  be  taken  and  held  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  township,  and  for  such  objects  and  purposes  as  township  rates 
and  levies  are  authorized  by  law  to  be  laid  for. 
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Section  1502.  The  corporate  power  of  the  township  of  the  first 
class  shall  be  vested  in  the  board  of  township  commissioners.  The  board 
shall  have  power — 

I.  Ordinances.  To  adopt  resolutions  and  ordinances  prescribing 
the  manner  in  which  the  powers  of  the  township  shall  be  carried  out, 
and  generally  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  township.  All  such  ordinances, 
unless  where  otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  shall  be  published  at  least 
once  in  one  newspaper  of  general  circulation  published  or  circulating  in 
the  township,  or,  if  there  be  no  such  newspaper,  in  a newspaper  of 
general  circulation  published  in  the  municipality  nearest  to  the  township. 
Such  ordinance  shall  not  become  effective  until  ten  days  after  the  publi- 
cation aforesaid. 

II.  Fines  for  Violation  of  Ordinances.  To  prescribe  fines  and 
penalties  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars  in  any  instance,  for  the 
violation  of  township  ordinances,  which  fines  and  penalties  may  be  col- 
lected by  suit  brought  in  the  name  of  the  township  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace,  in  like  manner  as  debts  of  like  amount  may  be  sued  for 
by  existing  laws. 

III.  Officers,  Positions  and  Departments.  To  create  any  office, 
position  or  department  which  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  tbe  good 
government  and  interests  of  the  township ; and  to  fix  the  compensation 
of  persons  appointed  thereto  ; and  to  employ  the  township  assessor  and 
assistant  township  assessor  to  perform  work  for  the  township  in  con- 
nection with  the  assessment  and  valuation  of  property  for  taxation 
purposes  or  to  perform  other  work  when  not  engaged  in  work  for  the 
county,  and  to  fix  their  compensation  payable  by  the  township. 

IV.  Township  Manager.  To  create,  by  ordinance,  the  office  of 
township  manager,  and  in  like  manner  to  abolish  the  same. 

The  powers,  duties,  term  of  office,  and  compensation  of  the  town- 
ship manager  shall  be  regulated  by  ordinance.  The  commissioners  may 
delegate,  subject  to  recall,  any  of  their  respective  nonlegislative  and 
nonjudicial  powers  and  duties  to  the  township  manager.  He  shall  give 
a bond  to  the  township,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  or  one  bonding 
company,  to  be  approved  by  the  commissioners,  in  such  sum  as  it  shall, 
by  ordinance,  direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
duties. 

V.  Police  Force.  To  establish,  equip,  and  maintain  a police  force, 
and  to  define  the  duties  of  the  same. 

VI.  Lockups  and  Commitments.  To  provide  for  the  erection  or 
purchase  of  lockups  in  some  convenient  part  of  the  township  for  the 
detention  and  confinement  of  vagrants  and  persons  arrested  by  tbe  police 
officers,  until  the  persons  so  arrested  can  be  taken  before  a justice  of 
the  peace  for  hearing ; but  no  person  shall  be  detained  therein  for  a 
longer  time  than  twenty-four  hours  (Sunday  excepted)  except  upon 
order  of  a justice  of  the  peace,  legally  authorized,  who  may  commit  any 
such  person  for  further  hearing. 

VII.  Committing  Magistrate.  To  designate  one  of  the  justices 
of  the  peace  to  sit  at  the  police  station  or  town  hall  as  a committing 
magistrate. 

VIII.  Vagrants.  To  arrest  and  confine,  and  to  set  to  work  on 
the  roads  or  elsewhere,  all  vagrants  found  in  the  township. 

IX.  Disorderly  Practices.  To  define  disorderly  practices  within 
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the  limits  of  the  township ; and  to  provide  for  the  imposition  of  fines 
for  the  violation  of  ordinances  relating  thereto. 

X.  Public  Safety.  To  take  all  needful  means  for  securing  the 
safety  of  persons  or  property  within  the  township. 

XL  Road  Implements.  To  purchase  tools,  implements,  machin- 
ery, timber,  and  materials  necessary  for  the  making,  paving,  and  repairing 
of  streets  and  highways ; to  employ  sufficient  number  of  laborers  to  make 
and  repair  the  same,  and  to  lease  or  lend  such  tools,  implements,  and 
machinery  to  other  townships,  boroughs,  or  cities. 

XII.  Lights.  To  establish  lights  along  the  highways  wherever 
deemed  expedient,  and  on  and  along  State  highways  and  county  high- 
ways, running  through  such  townships.  No  such  lights  shall  be  estab- 
lished upon  State  highways,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Highways,  until  a permit  has  first  been  obtained  from  the 
department,  or  upon  county  highw^ays  until  a permit  has  first  been  ob- 
tained from  the  county  commissioners. 

XIII.  Lighting  Tax.  On  the  petition  of  the  owners  of  a majority 
of  the  lineal  feet  frontage  along  any  highway  or  portion  thereof  in  any 
village  within  the  township,  to  enter  into  contracts  with  electric,  gas,  or 
other  lighting  companies  to  light  and  illuminate  the  streets,  highways, 
and  other  public  places  in  said  village  with  electric  light,  gas  light,  or 
other  illuminant. 

The  township  commissioners  may  levy  for  the  maintenance  of  said 
lights  an  annual  special  tax  upon  all  the  property,  including  factories  and 
places  of  business,  abutting  upon  said  highw^ays,  based  upon  the  assess- 
ment for  county  purposes.  Such  tax  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  other  taxes.  The  township  treasurer  shall  receive  the  same  com- 
mission as  on  other  township  taxes.  Klo  such  tax  shall  be  levied  against 
anv  farm  land.  The  township  treasurer  shall  keep  all  such  taxes  col- 
lected for  lighting  the  highways  in  a separate  account  and  pay  out  the 
same  only  upon  orders  signed  by  the  president  or  vice-president  of  the 
township  commissioners,  attested  by  the  secretary  or  assistant  secretary. 
The  treasurer  shall  make  a report  to  the  auditor  or  controller  of  the 
township  annually. 

XIV.  Water  Supplies.  To  enter  into  contracts  with  any  person 
or  corporation  to  supply  water  for  fire  protection,  for  a period  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  years.  No  such  contract  shall  be  exclusive  as  against  the 
right  of  any  other  water  company,  nor  interfere  with  the  right  of  such 
towmship  to  erect,  maintain,  and  operate  its  own  waterworks. 

XV.  Special  Fire  and  Water  Districts.  To  create,  by  ordi- 
nance, fire  and  w’ater  districts  in  any  portion  or  portions  of  townships, 
when  in  their  opinion,  the  same  is  necessary  for  the  safety  and  conven- 
ience of  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  to  issue  bonds  restricted  to 
the  districts  so  created,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and  maintaining 
the  necessary  supply  of  water  to  said  district,  and  to  levy  such  special 
tax  restricted  to  said  district  as  may  be  necessary  to  redeem  any  bonds  so 
issued.  In  lieu  of  the  foregoing  provisions  relating  to  the  issue  of  bonds 
the  township  commissioners  may  charge  for  any  such  water  supply  by  an 
assessment  of  a special  water  tax  on  all  properties  located  in  the  water 
district,  which  tax  shall  be  levied  on  the  assessed  value  thereof  as  estab- 
lished for  general  taxation.  Such  tax  may  be  levied  for  a single  year  or 
for  a term  of  years  as  the  township  commissioners  may  determine,  and 
shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes. 
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XVI.  Fire  Regulations.  To  make  regulations  as  may  be  deemed 
proper  relative  to  the  cause  and  management  of  fires  and  the  prevention 
thereof;  to  take  measures  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  either  by 
making  annual  appropriations  towards  the  maintenance  of  fire  companies 
or  in  such  other  manner  as  said  board  of  commissioners  may  deem 
proper;  to  ordain  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  such  fire 
companies  and  their  officers,  and  to  regulate  the  method  to  be  followed 
in  the  extinguishment  of  fire ; and  to  purchase  and  maintain  engines  for 
the  extinguishment  of  fire,  and  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
management  of  same. 

XVII.  Fire  Houses.  To  provide  and  maintain  a suitable  place  for 
the  housing  of  engines,  hose  carts,  and  other  apparatus  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  fire.  No  such  building  shall  be  erected  or  maintained  with- 
out obtaining  the  assent  of  the  electors  thereof,  expressed  at  an  election 
to  be  held  at  the  place,  time,  and  under  the  same  regulations,  as  provided 
by  law  for  the  holding  of  municipal  elections.  At  such  election  the  judges, 
inspectors,  and  clerks  shall  receive  ballots  from  the  electors,  which  shall 
be  prepared  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  general  election  law.  In 
receiving  and  counting  and  in  making  returns  of  the  votes  cast  the  in- 
spectors, judges,  and  clerks  of  said  election  shall  be  governed  by  the  laws 
of  this  Commonwealth  regulating  municipal  elections,  and  the  vote  shall 
be  counted  by  the  court  as  is  now  provided  by  laws  for  municipal  elec- 
tions. The  constables  of  the  township,  by  direction  of  the  board  of 
township  commissioners,  shall  issue  proclamation,  ten  days  prior  to  date 
of  the  municipal  election,  stating  that  the  qualified  electors  will  vote  “For 
or  against  a fire-engine  house.” 

XVIII.  Building  Regulations.  To  make  regulations  for  the  con- 
struction of  new  buildings  and  the  alteration  and  repair  of  old  ones,  and 
to  require  that  before  the  work  begins  municipal  approval  of  the  plans 
and  specifications  therefor  be  secured  ; to  classify  buildings  or  parts  of 
buildings  according  to  the  use  to  he  made  of  them  ; to  specify  the  mode 
of  construction  of  such  different  classes  of  buildings;  and  to  require 
that  before  any  use  or  occupancv  be  changed  from  any  classification  to 
a different  classification  as  to  which  more  stringent  regulations  are  pre- 
scribed under  the  provisions  of  any  ordinance  relating  thereto,  municipal 
approval  of  the  plans  and  specifications  therefor  be  secured  ; and  to  pro- 
A’ide  for  the  inspection  of  such  construction,  alteration,  and  repair,  in- 
cluding the  appointment  of  one  or  more  building  inspectors ; to  prescribe 
limits  wherein  none  but  buildings  of  noncombustible  material  and  fire- 
proof roofs  shall  be  erected  or  substantially  reconstructed  or  removed 
thereinto,  and  to  provide  penalties  for  the  violation  of  such  regulation. 
Any  building  erected,  altered,  reconstructed,  or  removed  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  any  ordinance,  passed  for  any  of  the  purposes  specified  in 
this  clause,  is  declared  to  be  a public  nuisance  and  abatable  as  such. 

XIX.  Building  Sanitation  Regulations.  In  addition  to  other 
remedies  provided  by  law,  and  in  order  to  promote  the  public  health, 
safety,  morals,  and  the  general  welfare,  to  enact  and  enforce  suitable 
ordinances  to  govern  and  regulate  the  construction,  alteration,  repairs, 
occupation,  maintenance,  sanitation,  lighting,  ventilation,  water  supply, 
toilet  facilities,  drainage,  use  and  inspection  of  all  buildings  or  parts  of 
buildings  constructed,  erected,  altered,  designed,  or  used  in  whole  or  in 
part  for  human  habitation,  and  of  the  sanitation  and  inspection  of  land 
appurtenant  thereto ; and  the  said  ordinances  may  provide  proper  pen- 
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alties,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  ($300)  dollars,  for  the  violation  of 
their  provisions.  In  case  any  building  or  structure  is  constructed,  recon- 
structed, altered,  repaired,  converted,  or  maintained,  or  any  building  or 
land  is  used,  in  violation  of  any  ordinance  enacted  under  authority  con- 
ferred hereby,  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  township  in  addition  to 
the  penalties  provided  by  ordinances  enacted  herewith,  may  institute 
appropriate  actions  or  proceedings  at  law  or  in  equity  to  prevent  and 
restrain  such  unlawful  construction,  reconstruction,  alteration,  repairs, 
conversion,  maintenance,  or  use,  and  to  restrain,  correct,  or  abate  such 
violation  and  to  prevent  the  occupancy  of  said  building  or  structure.  The 
ordinances  enacted  pursuant  to  this  clause  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  any  statute  governing  the  same  matter  ; but  all  regu- 
lations prescribed  by  such  ordinances,  which  are  additional  or  supplemen- 
tary to  the  statute  law  and  not  inconsistent  therewith,  or  enacted  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  statute  law,  shall  be 
valid  and  binding. 

XX.  Building  Inspectors.  To  make  regulations  by  ordinance, 
for  the  construction  of  new  buildings  and  the  rejiair  of  old  ones,  and  to 
require  that,  before  tbe  work  begins,  municipal  approval  of  the  plans 
and  specifications  therefor  be  secured  ; and  to  provide  for  the  inspection 
of  such  construction  and  rejiair,  including  the  appointment  of  one  or 
more  building  inspectors  ; to  prescribe  limits  wherein  none  but  buildings 
of  noncombustible  material  and  fireproof  roofs  shall  be  erected  or  sub- 
stantially reconstructed  or  removed  thereinto  ; to  provide  penalties  for 
the  violation  of  such  regulations.  Any  building  erected,  reconstructed, 
or  removed  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  any  ordinance  passed  for  any 
of  the  purposes  herein  specified,  is  declared  to  be  a public  nuisance  and 
abatable  as  such. 

XXL  Building  Lines.  To  establish,  by  ordinance,  and  maintain 
uniform  building  lines  upon  any  or  all  public  streets,  roads,  highways, 
lanes  and  alleys  of  the  township. 

XXTI.  Numbering  Buildings.  To  require  and  regulate  the  num- 
bering of  buildings. 

XXIII.  Insurance.  To  make  contracts  with  any  fire  insurance 
company  insuring  any  building  or  property  of  the  township ; to  make 
contracts  with  any  insurance  company  insuring  any  public  liability  of  the 
township ; to  expend  public  funds  to  secure  workmen’s  compensation  in- 
surance for  tbe  benefit  of  its  employes,  including  volunteer  firemen  killed 
or  injured  while  going  to  or  returning  from  or  attending  fires  within  the 
township  or  territory  adjacent  thereto ; and  to  enter  into  contracts  of 
group  insurance  for  the  benefit  of  its  employes. 

XXIV.  Markets,  Market  Houses  and  Peddling.  To  regulate 
markets,  market  hotjses  and  peddling,  whether  for  individual  use  or  for 
resale ; and  to  purchase  and  own  ground  for  and  to  erect,  establish  and 
maintain  market  houses  and  market  places,  for  which  latter  purposes, 
parts  of  any  streets  or  sidewalks  may  be  temporarily  used  ; to  contract 
with  any  person,  firm  or  corporation  for  the  erection,  maintenance  and 
regulation  of  market  houses  and  market  places  on  such  terms  and  con- 
ditions, and  in  such  manner  as  the  board  of  commissioners  may  prescribe ; 
to  provide  and  enforce  suitable  regulations  of  market  houses  and  market 
places,  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  cost  and  expense  thereof, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part  from  township  funds;  and  to  levy  and  collect 
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a suitable  license  tax  from  every  person  who  may  be  authorized  to  occupy 
any  portion  of  said  market  houses  or  places. 

XXV.  Milk  Inspection.  To  provide  for  the  insi^ection  of  milk 
and  milk  products;  and  to  make  regulations  concerning  the  character 
and  kind  of  milk  which  may  be  sold. 

XXVL  Nuisances.  To  make  regulations,  respecting  pigpens, 
slaughterhouses,  manure  pits,  drains,  dumps,  cesspools,  and  similar  con- 
ditions, and  to  prohibit  and  remove  any  noxious  or  offensive  manufac- 
ture, art  or  business  or  dangerous  structure  or  weeds  or  any  other  nui- 
sance whatsoever  on  public  or  private  grounds,  prejudicial  to  the  public 
health  or  safety,  or  to  require  the  removal  of  the  same  by  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  such  grounds,  in  default  of  which  the  township  may  cause 
the  same  to  be  done  and  collect  the  cost  thereof,  together  with  a penalty 
of  twenty  per  centum  of  such  cost  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for 
the  collection  of  municipal  claims,  or  by  action  of  assumpsit  without  the 
filing  of  a claim. 

XXVII.  Garbage  and  Rubbish.  To  prohibit  accumulations  of  gar- 
bage and  rubbish  upon  private  properties,  and  to  prescribe  penalties  for 
the  enforcement  thereof ; and  to  provide,  by  contract  or  otherwise,  for 
the  collection,  removal  and  disposition,  through  incinerating  works,  gar- 
bage plants  or  otherwise,  of  ashes,  garbage,  and  rubbish.  Any  such 
contract  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  garbage  may  be  made  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  three  years. 

XXVIII.  Inflammable  and  Explosive  Articles.  To  prohibit 
the  manufacture,  sale  or  exposure  of  fireworks  and  other  inflammable 
and  explosive  or  dangerous  articles ; to  prescribe  the  quantities  of  inflam- 
mable explosive  and  dangerous  articles  that  may  be  kept  in  any  place ; 
and  to  prescribe  such  other  safeguards  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

XXIX.  Smoke  Regulations.  To  regulate  the  emission  of  smoke 
from  chimneys,  smokestacks  and  other  sources,  except  locomotive  smoke- 
stacks. 

XXX.  Animals.  To  prohibit  or  regulate  the  running  at  large  of 
animals. 

XXXI.  Amusements.  To  regulate,  license  and  prohibit  shows, 
circuses,  and  public  amusements  of  all  sorts. 

XXXII.  Party  Walls  and  Fence  Regulations.  To  make  regu- 
lations respecting  foundations,  party  walls  and  partition  fences ; and  to 
prescribe  reasonable  fees  for  the  services  of  its  officers  and  agents  in  the 
adjustment  of  party  walls,  partition  fences  and  the  like,  and  to  enforce 
payment  of  the  same. 

XXXIII.  Watering  Troughs.  To  erect  watering  troughs  along 
the  highways,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  and  to  keep  the 
same  in  repair. 

XXXIV.  Motor  Ambulances.  To  acquire,  by  gift  or  bequest, 
and  to  operate  and  maintain  a motor  ambulance  for  the  purposes  of  con- 
veying sick  and  injured  residents  of  such  municipality  and  the  vicinity 
to  and  from  hospitals,  and,  for  such  purposes,  to  appropriate  and  expend 
moneys  of  the  township. 

XXXV.  Display  of  Flags.  To  display  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  any  county,  city, 
borough  or  township  on  the  public  buildings  of  the  township. 

XXXVI.  Memorial  Day  Appropriations.  To  appropriate 
moneys  for  the  expenses  of  Memorial  Day  services. 
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XXXVII.  Care  of  Memorials.  To  maintain  and  keep  in  good 
order  and  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  township,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty 
so  to  do,  any  soldiers’  monument,  gun,  or  carriage,  or  other  similar  me- 
morials when  there  is  not  in  existence  any  person,  body  or  organization 
to  care  for  and  maintain  the  same,  and  when  such  memorials  were  not 
erected  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  any  other  state,  or  by  the  commissioners  of  any  county ; 
and  to  receive  from  persons  or  organizations,  funds  for  such  purposes. 

XXXVIII.  Soldiers’  Cemeteriesi.  To  purchase  plots  of  ground 
in  any  cemetery  or  burial  ground,  within  the  limits  of  the  county,  for  the 
interment  of  such  deceased  service  men,  who  shall  hereafter  die  within 
such  municipality,  or  shall  die  beyond  such  municipality  and  shall  have  a 
legal  residence  within  such  municipality  at  the  time  of  their  death,  and 
whose  bodies  are  entitled  to  be  buried  by  the  county  under  the  provisions 
of  existing  laws.  Such  plots  of  ground  shall  be  paid  for  out  of  the  treas- 
ury of  such  municipality. 

XXXIX.  Appropriations  to  Civic  Associations.  To  annually 
appropriate  a sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  support  of 
any  voluntary  association  composed  of  electors  of  the  several  townships 
within  such  county,  or  any  of  them,  which  association  is  formed  for  the 
study  and  investigation  of  the  welfare,  economics,  management,  and  gov- 
ernment of  townships,  and  for  the  protection  and  safeguarding  of  the 
rights  and  franchises  of  townships,  and  for  the  purpose  of  recommend- 
ing legislation  beneficial  to  townships,  or  any  one  or  more  of  such  pur- 
poses. 

XL.  Armory  Buildings.  To  appropriate  money  or  convey  land, 
either  independently  or  in  connection  with  any  county,  city,  town,  bor- 
ough, or  township  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  the  Armory  Board  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  erection  of 
armories  for  the  use  of  the  XUtional  Guard,  and  to  furnish  water,  light, 
or  fuel,  free  of  cost  to  the  Commonwealth  for  use  in  any  armory,  and  to 
do  all  things  necessary  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  this  clause. 

XLI.  Land  for  Armories.  To  take  by  right  of  eminent  domain, 
for  the  purpose  of  appropriating  to  themselves,  for  the  use  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  such  public  lands,  easements,  and  public 
property  as  may  be  in  their  possession  or  control,  and  used  or  held  by 
them  for  any  other  purpose.  Such  right,  however,  shall  not  be  exercised 
as  to  any  street  or  highway  or  wharf,  but  all  other  public  easements  and 
property  may  be  appropriated  and  used  for  the  purpose  herein  provided, 
any  limitation  of  the  use  thereof  by  the  township,  either  by  donation, 
dedication,  appropriation,  statute,  or  otherwise,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

XLI  I.  Land  for  Armory  Purposes.  To  acquire,  by  purchase  or 
by  gift  or  by  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  any  land  for  the  use  of  the 
National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  convev  such  lands  so  acquired  to 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  assist  the  Armory  Board  in  the 
erection  of  armories.  The  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  lands 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  for  the  assessment  of  damages  for 
property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall  he  taken  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  now  provided  by  law  for  the  condemnation  of  lands  for  public  pur- 
poses in  counties,  cities,  boroughs,  towns,  and  townships.  The  power 
conferred  by  this  clause  shall  not  be  exercised  to  take  any  church  prop- 
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erty,  graveyard,  cemetery,  or  any  dwelling  house,  or  the  curtilage  of  the 
same,  in  the  actual  occupancy  of  the  owner. 

XLin.  Junk  Dealers,  Pawnbrokers,  Etc.  To  regulate  and  license 
junk  dealers,  pawnbrokers,  hucksters,  peddlers  and  vendors. 

XLIV.  Fire  Prevention.  To  take  measures  for  the  prevention  of 
fires  by  insi>ecting,  regulating,  and  abating  fire  hazards. 

ARTICLE  XVI 
Public  Health 
(a)  Boards  of  Health 

Section  1601.  Appointment  o£  Boards  of  Health  and  Health 
Officers.  The  administration  of  the  health  laws  in  townships  shall  be 
enforced  by  a board  of  health,  or  by  a health  officer  or  officers,  as  the 
case  may  be,  appointed  by  the  township  commissioners. 

Where  township  commissioners  elect  to  appoint  a health  officer  or 
officers,  the  said  health  officer  or  officers  shall  have  the  same  powers  and 
duties,  and  exercise  the  same  authority,  as  is  now  prescribed  for  boards 
of  health  in  townships.  All  health  officers,  whether  appointed  by  boards 
of  health  or  township  commissioners,  shall  have  had  some  experience  or 
training  in  public  health  work  in  accordance  with  rules  and  regulations 
established  by  the  advisory  health  board ; and  such  health  officers  sliall 
not  enter  upon  the  performance  of  their  duties  until  they  are  certified 
so  to  do  by  the  Secretary  of  Health  of  the  State  Department  of  Health. 

Section  1602.  Members  of  Board.  Terms.  Secretary.  Where 
the  township  commissioners  decide  to  appoint  a board  of  health  said 
board  shall  be  composed  of  five  members,  at  least  one  of  whom  shall  be 
a reputable  physician  of  not  less  than  two  years’  experience  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  The  members  of  the  board  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  township  commissioners.  At  the  first  appointment,  one  member  shall 
be  appointed  to  serve  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  one  for  three  years, 
one  for  four  years,  and  one  for  five  years ; and  thereafter  one  member 
shall,  in  like  manner,  be  appointed  each  year,  to  serve  for  five  years.  The 
members  of  the  board  of  health  shall  serve  without  compensation ; Pro- 
vided, however,  if  any  member  of  the  board  shall  be  elected  to  the  office 
of  secretary,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a salary,  fixed  by  the  board  for 
that  office. 

Section  1603.  Organization  of  Board.  Salary  of  Secretary. 
Bonds  of  Members.  The  members  of  the  board  shall,  severally,  take 
and  subscribe  to  the  oath  prescribed  for  township  officers ; and  shall 
annually  organize  by  electing  a president  from  among  the  members  of 
the  board,  a secretary  who  may  or  may  not  be  a member  of  the  board, 
and  a health  officer^  who  shall  not  be  a member  of  the  board.  The 
secretary  and  the  health  officer  shall  receive  such  salary  as  may  be  fixed 
by  the  board,  and  ratified  by  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  township, 
and  shall  serve  for  a period  of  one  year,  or  until  such  time  thereafter 
as  their  successors  may  be  elected  and  qualified.  They  shall  severally 
give  bond  to  the  township,  in  such  sums  as  may  be  fixed  by  ordinance, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  shall  also  take  and  sub- 
scribe to  the  oath  required  by  members  of  the  board. 

Section  1604.  Duties  of  Secretary.  The  secretary  of  the  board 
shall  keep  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings ; shall  keep  accurate  accounts 
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of  the  expenditures  of  the  board;  shall  transmit  all  bills  to  the  board 
of  township  commissioners  for  payment  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
bills  of  the  township  are  paid;  shall  render  statements  for  the  expendi- 
tures to  the  board  at  each  stated  meeting,  or  as  frequently  as  they  may 
require;  shall  prepare,  under  the  directions  of  the  board,  the  annual 
report  to  the  township  commissioners,  together  with  the  estimate  of 
appropriation  needed  for  the  ensuing  year ; he  shall  report  to  the  State 
Department  of  Health  at  the  end  of  each  week,  and  for  the  fraction 
of  each  week  occurring  at  the  end  of  each  month,  the  cases  of  com- 
municable disease  reported  to  the  board  of  health,  on  the  form  provided 
for  that  purpose  by  the  State  Department  of  Health;  and  shall  also  make 
an  annual  report  to  the  State  Department  of  Health;  and  shall  make 
such  other  reports  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  board  of  health 
may  require. 

Section  1605.  Duties  of  Health  Officer,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  health  officer  to  attend  all  stated  and  special  meetings  of  the  board 
of  health,  and  at  all  times  be  ready  and  available  for  the  prompt  per- 
formance of  his  official  duties.  He  shall  placard  and  quarantine  all 
premises  upon  which  cases  of  communicable  disease  exist,  which  have 
been  reported  to  the  board  of  health  or  of  which  he  or  the  board  of 
health  may  have  knowledge,  which  are  required,  by  law,  or  by  regula- 
tion of  the  State  Department  of  Health  or  of  the  local  board  of  health, 
to  he  placarded  and  quarantined;  and  shall  disinfect  such  premises  upon 
the  expiration  of  the  quarantine  period,  and  the  recovery  of  the  last 
person  therein  suffering  from  such  disease.  He  shall  serve  written 
notice  on  teachers  and  persons  in  charge  of  public,  parochial,  Sunday, 
and  other  schools,  requiring  the  exclusion  from  school  of  children  who 
are  suffering  from  or  who  reside  in  the  same  premises  with  other  persons 
who  are  suffering  from  communicable  diseases ; and  shall  make  sanitary 
inspections,  and  shall  execute  the  orders  of  the  board  of  health,  and 
shall  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  have  the  power  and  authority  of 
a policeman. 

Section  1606.  Powers  of  Board  of  Health.  The  said  board  of 
health  shall  have  the  power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  regulations  of  the  State  Department 
of  Health,  and  to  make  and  enforce  such  additional  rules  and  regulations 
to  prevent  the  introduction  and  spread  of  infectious  or  contagious  dis- 
eases, by  the  regulation  of  intercourse  with  infected  places,  by  the  sep- 
aration of  infected  persons,  and  persons  who  shall  have  been  exposed 
to  any  infectious  or  contagious  disease,  and  by  abating  and  removing 
all  nuisances  which  they  shall  deem  prejudicial  to  the  public  health;  to 
mark  infected  houses  or  places,  to  prescribe  rules  for  the  construction 
and  maintenance  of  house  drains,  wash  pipes,  soil  pipes  and  cesspools ; 
and  make  all  such  other  rules  and  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  the  public  health.  They  shall  also  have 
power,  with  the  consent  of  the  township  commissioners,  in  case  of  a 
prevalence  or  apprehended  prevalence  of  any  contagious  or  infectious 
diseases  in  their  township,  to  establish  one  or  more  emergency  hospitals, 
and  to  make  provisions  and  regulations  for  the  maintenance  and  man- 
agement of  the  same. 

The  board  shall  also  have  the  power  to  make,  enforce,  and  cause 
to  be  published,  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  powers  and  functions  with  which  they  are  invested  by  law, 
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and  the  power  and  authority  relating  to,  the  public  health  conferred  on 
townships.  Such  rules  and  regulations,  when  approved  by  the  township 
commissioners,  and  when  advertised  in  the  same  manner  as  other  ordi- 
nances, shall  have  the  force  of  ordinances  of  the  township.  All  penalties 
or  punishments  prescribed  for  the  violation  thereof,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
penses actually  and  necessarily  incurred  in  carrying  such  rules  and 
regulations  into  efifect,  shall  be  recoverable,  for  the  use  of  the  township 
in  the  same  manner  as  penalties  for  violation  of  the  ordinances  of  the 
township,  and  subject  to  the  like  limitations  as  to  the  amount  thereof. 

Section  1607.  Entry  of  Premises.  The  board  of  health  shall 
have  the  power,  as  a body  or  by  committee,  as  well  as  the  health  officer, 
together  with  their  assistants,  subordinates,  and  workmen,  under  and 
by  order  of  the  said  board,  to  enter  at  any  time  upon  any  premises  in 
the  township  upon  which  there  is  suspected  to  be  any  infectious  or 
contagious  disease,  or  nuisance  detrimental  to  the  public  health,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  and  abating  the  same. 

Section  1608.  Inspections.  The  board  of  health  may  inspect  house 
drains,  waste  and  soil  pipes,  cesspools,  water-closets,  slaughterhouses, 
hogpens,  stables,  stable  yards,  and  any  conditions  or  places  whatsoever, 
in  the  township  which  may  constitute  a nuisance  or  a menace  to  public 
health.  Whenever  any  condition  or  place  in  the  township  is  found  by 
them  to  be  a nuisance  or  a menace  to  the  health  of  the  people  of  the 
township,  they  shall  issue  a written  order  of  abatement,  directed  to  the 
owner,  or  agent  of  the  owner  of  the  premises,  stating  that  the  conditions 
specified  therein  constitute  a nuisance  or  a menace  to  health,  and  ordering 
an  abatement  thereof  within  such  time  as  may  be  specified  by  them  in 
such  order.  In  case  such  order  of  abatement  is  not  obeyed  within  the 
time  specified  therein,  they  shall  thereupon  issue  a further  written  order 
to  the  health  officer,  directing  him  to  remove  or  abate  the  same ; which 
order  shall  be  executed  by  him  and  his  subordinates  and  workmen,  and 
the  expense  thereof  shall  be  recoverable  from  the  owner  of  the  premises 
upon  or  from  which  the  nuisance  or  menace  to  health  is  abated  or  re- 
moved, in  the  same  manner  as  debts  of  like  character  are  now  collected 
by  law ; or  the  said  board  of  health  may  proceed  to  enforce  such  other 
remedy,  or  inflict  such  penalty,  as  may  by  ordinance  of  the  township, 
be  provided. 

Section  1609.  Budget.  Appropriations.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  board  of  health  or  appointed  health  officer  or  officers  to  submit 
annually,  to  the  township  commissioners,  before  the  commencement  of 
the  fiscal  year,  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expenditures  of  the  board 
during  the  ensuing  year ; and  the  township  commissioners  shall  then 
proceed  to  make  such  appropriations  as  may  be  necessary ; and  the 
said  board  of  health,  health  officer,  or  officers,  shall,  in  the  month  of 
January  of  each  year,  submit  a report,  in  writing,  to  the  township  com- 
missioners of  its  appropriation  and  expenditures  for  the  preceding  year, 
together  with  such  other  information  on  subjects  relative  to  the  sanitary 
conditions  or  requirements  of  the  township  as  may  be  necessary,  and 
council  or  township  commissioners  shall  publish  the  same  in  their  official 
journal. 

Section  1610.  Cooperation  in  Health  Work.  Any  township  may 
cooperate  with  the  county,  or  with  any  city,  borough  or  township,  as  well 
as  with  the  State  Department  of  Health,  in  the  administration  and  en- 
forcement of  health  laws. 
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Section  1611.  Powers  of  Secretary  of  Health.  Whenever,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Health  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, conditions  found  by  him  to  exist  in  any  township  shall  con- 
stitute a menace  to  the  lives  and  health  of  people  living  outside  the 
corporate  limits  of  such  township,  or  if  it  be  known  to  him  that  any 
township  is  without  an  existing  or  efficient  board  of  health,  the  Secretary 
of  Health  may  enter,  and  take  full  charge  of,  and  administer  the  health 
laws,  regulations,  and  ordinances  in  such  township,  and  may  continue 
in  charge  thereof  until  he  shall  decide  that  a competent,  efficient  board 
of  health  has  been  appointed  and  qualitied  for  such  township,  and  is 
ready,  able,  and  willing  to  assume  and  carry  into  effect  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  it  by  law. 

Section  1612.  Expenses  Incurred  by  Board  or  Secretary  of 
Health.  All  expenses  incurred  by  any  local  board  of  health,  its  officers 
or  employes,  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  it  by  law, 
and  all  expenses  incurred  by  the  Secretary  of  Health  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section  shall  be  paid  by  the  township 
wherein  such  duties  are  performed,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  ex- 
penses of  such  township  are  paid. 

Section  1613.  Suits  by  State  Secretary  of  Health  to  Recover 
Expenses.  Whenever  expenses  incurred  by  the  State  Secretary  of 
Health  in  the  administration  of  health  laws  in  any  township,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  remain  unpaid  by  said  town- 
ship for  a period  over  three  months  after  a statement  of  such  expense 
has  been  rendered  by  him  to  such  township,  and  demand  for  payment  by 
him  made,  he  shall,  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  institute,  in  the 
name  of  the  Commonwealth  as  plaintiff,  an  action  of  assumpsit  against 
such  township,  for  the  collection  of  such  expense  from  the  township,  in 
the  same  manner  as  debts  of  like  amount  are  collected  by  law : Provided, 
however.  That,  upon  the  trial  of  any  such  action  of  assumpsit,  the  rea- 
sonableness of  the  expenditures  made  by  the  Secretary  of  Health  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  jury  for  its  determination. 

Section  1614.  Payment  of  Expenses  Recovered  into  State 
Treasury.  All  expenses  incurred  hy  the  State  Secretary  of  Health  in 
the  administration  of  health  laws  in  any  township,  when  paid  to  him 
by  such  township,  or  when  collected  by  him,  shall  be  returned  by  him 
to  the  State  Treasurer,  who  shall  credit  the  amount  so  received  to  the 
appropriation  made  to  the  Department  of  Health. 

(h)  Vacation  of  Lanes  and  Alleys  Declared  Nuisances  by 
Board  of  Health 

Section  1620.  Petitions  to  Vacate  Nuisances.  Whenever  the 
board  of  health  shall  declare  as  a unisance  any  public  alley,  lane,  or 
passageway,  any  two  or  more  owners  of  property  adjacent  or  abutting 
upon  the  same  may  present  their  petition,  verified  by  oath  or  affirmation, 
to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  setting  forth  the  facts  regarding  such 
nuisance  and  praying  that  said  alley,  lane,  or  passageway  may  be  vacated. 
Such  petition  shall  be  accompanied  by  a certificate  of  the  board  of  health, 
setting  forth  that  they  have  declared  such  alley,  lane,  or  passageway 
to  be  a public  nuisance. 

Section  1621.  Jury  of  View.  The  court  shall  thereupon  appoint 
a jury  of  view  of  three  men  of  the  county.  The  jury,  being  sworn  or 
affirmed  to  faithfully  perform  its  duties,  shall  give  notice  to  all  parties 
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likely  to  be  atfected  by  the  proceedings,  of  the  time  and  place  of  the 
first  meeting,  in  such  manner  as  the  court  shall  direct. 

Section  1622.  Hearings  and  Report.  After  the  first  meeting, 
the  jury  shall  proceed  to  view  tiie  premises,  hear  all  parties  interested 
and  their  witnesses,  and  shall  prepare  a report  of  finding  and  recom- 
mendations as  to  whether  or  not  such  alley,  lane,  or  passageway,  or 
part  thereof,  should  be  vacated;  and  in  such  report  shall  award  damages 
and  assess  benefits  to  the  property  affected. 

Section  1623.  Notice  of  Filing  Report.  The  jury  shall  give 
notice,  in  writing,  to  all  parties  affected  by  their  report,  at  least  ten  days 
before  the  same  is  filed  in  court.  The  notice  shall  state  the  time  and 
place  where  such  report  will  be  open  to  inspection. 

Section  1624.  Exceptions  to  Report.  Any  person  aggrieved  by 
such  report  may  file  exceptions  thereto  with  the  jury,  whereupon  the 
jury  shall  reconsider  their  report,  with  the  exceptions,  and  change  the 
same  as  justice  may  require.  The  report  as  finally  prepared  shall  be 
filed  in  court. 

Section  1625.  Appeals  from  Report.  Any  person  affected  by 
the  report  shall  have  the  right  of  an  appeal  to  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  within  thirty  days  after  the  report  is  filed,  and  the  procedure  on 
such  appeal  shall  be  the  same  as  in  actions  of  trespass. 

Section  1626.  Confirmation  of  Report.  At  the  end  of  the  period 
allowed  for  an  appeal,  the  report  shall  be  absolutely  confirmed  by  the 
court  as  to  such  awards  or  assessments  from  which  no  appeals  have 
been  taken. 

Section  1627.  When  Vacation  Proceedings  Not  to  Be  Had.  No 

alley,  lane,  or  passageway  shall  be  vacated  in  any  case  where  the  vacating 
deprives  any  lot  abutting  thereon  of  the  sole  means  of  ingress  or  egress, 
otherwise  than  to  or  from  the  front  line  thereof ; nor  where  it  was 
created  by  grant  or  contract  and  not  theretofore  accepted  by  the  public. 

ARTICLE  XVII 
Finance  and  Taxation 

Section  1701.  Budget.  The  board  of  township  commissioners  of 
townships  shall  each  year,  within  sixty  days  after  the  first  Monday  of 
January,  estimate  the  several  amounts  of  money  which  will  be  required 
for  the  several  specific  purposes  of  township  government  and  expenses 
during  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  by  ordinance  appropriate,  out  of  the 
revenues  available  for  the  year,  the  specific  sums  required.  The  tax 
levied  by  the  township  authorities  shall  be  fixed  at  such  figure,  within 
the  limit  fixed  by  law,  as,  with  all  other  sources  of  revenue,  will  meet 
and  cover  said  appropriations.  The  total  appropriation  shall  not  exceed 
the  revenues  available  for  the  fiscal  year.  The  ordinance  shall  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  any  taxpayer  of  said  township,  or  his,  her,  or  its 
authorized  representatives.  If  the  funds  available  from  taxation  and 
other  sources  shall  be  estimated  to  be  in  excess  of  the  requirements  of 
the  current  fiscal  year,  an  appropriation  may  be  made  for  the  payment 
of  township  orders  or  indebtedness  of  the  previous  years. 

Section  1702.  Appropriations  Not  to  Be  Exceeded.  Changes 
in  Appropriations.  No  work  shall  be  hired  to  be  done,  no  materials 
purchased,  no  contracts  made,  and  no  orders  issued  for  the  payment  of 
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any  moneys,  by  the  authorities  of  any  township  of  the  first  class,  in 
any  amount  which  will  cause  the  sums  appropriated  to  specific  purposes 
to  be  exceeded ; nor  shall  any  orders  be  issued  against  any  appropriated 
fund  at  any  time  when  there  shall  not  be  sufficient  funds  in  the  treasury 
credited  to  such  fund  to  meet  such  orders.  No  change  in  the  purpose 
of  the  appropriations  shall  be  made,  unless  by  an  ordinance,  which  shall 
set  out  in  detail  the  reasons  for  and  character  of  such  change.  Such 
ordinance  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  taxpayer,  or  his,  her, 
or  its  authorized  representative.  If  any  work  shall  be  done  for,  or 
materials  furnished  to  any  township  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  the  township  commissioners  are  hereby  prohibited  from  author- 
izing payment  therefor  as  a moral  obligation  or  otherwise,  unless  ordered 
or  directed  so  to  do  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  or  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  of  the  county  in  which  such  township  is  situate. 

Section  1703.  Certain  Contracts,  Etc.,  Invalid.  No  contracts, 
hirings,  or  purchases  made,  or  orders  or  warrants  issued,  not  provided 
for  by  an  appropriation  by  the  township  commissioners  as  is  required 
by  law,  or  which  would  cause  any  appropriation  to  be  exceeded,  shall  be 
valid. 

Section  1704.  Power  to  Create  Indebtedness.  Sinking  Fund. 

The  board  of  township  commissioners  may,  by  ordinance,  borrow  money 
and  issue  evidences  of  indebtedness  therefor  to  the  extent,  and  in  the 
manner,  in  which  municipal  districts  are  now  authorized  to  incur  or 
increase  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  permanent  improvement,  but  the 
total  indebtedness  so  created  shall  not  exceed  two  per  centum  of  the 
county  valuation  of  the  property  within  the  township  without  the  assent 
of  the  electors  of  the  township.  The  rate  of  interest  on  such  indebted- 
ness shall  not  exceed  six  per  centum.  In  authorizing  the  issue  of  obli- 
gations or  securities  for  such  loans,  the  township  commissioners  shall 
provide  that  moneys  subsequently  derived  from  assessments  upon  parties 
benefited  by  such  improvements  shall  be  deposited  in  the  sinking  fund 
for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  said  obligations  or 
securities. 

Section  1705.  Sinking  Fund  Commission.  The  president  of  the 
board  of  commissioners,  the  chairman  of  the  finance  committee,  and  the 
township  treasurer  of  each  township  shall  constitute  the  commissioners 
of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  township.  The  president  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  shall  be  chairman  and  the  chairman  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee shall  be  secretary.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners of  the  sinking  fund  to  keep  the  accounts  of  the  sinking  fund  and 
other  accounts  relating  to  the  indebtedness  of  the  township;  to  see  to 
the  proper  application  and  superintend  the  investment  of  moneys  therein 
in  accordance  with  law  and  the  directions  of  the  board  of  commissioners 
of  the  township.  The  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  shall  meet  as 
often  as  may  be  necessary,  keep  a record  of  the  proceedings,  and  shall 
annually  in  the  month  of  January,  make  a report  to  the  board  of  com- 
missioners of  the  township  of  the  condition  and  application  of  the  sinking 
fund,  together  with  such  recommendations  in  relation  thereto  as  they 
shall  deem  expedient.  The  board  of  commissioners  of  the  township 
shall  not  direct  the  investment  of  any  moneys  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking 
fund,  except  in  loans  of  the  township,  the  loans  of  the  Commonwealth, 
or  the  loans  of  the  United  States,  and  the  income  derived  from  such 
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investments  or  on  any  bank  balances  credited  to  the  sinking  fund  shall 
be  credited  and  applied  only  to  the  sinking  fund. 

Section  1706.  Indebtedness  and  Orders  of  Previous  Years.  No 

orders  or  indebtedness  of  any  previous  years  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
funds  of  any  fiscal  year  except  as  provided  in  the  first  section  of  this 
article,  unless,  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  it  shall  be  ascertained 
that  the  funds  appropriated  and  available  therefor  are  in  excess  of  the 
amount  required ; in  which  case,  such  surplus  may  be  applied  to  such 
former  orders  or  indebtedness. 

Section  1707.  Sale  of  Securities.  When  any  township  shall  bor- 
row money  and  issue  bonds  or  other  securities  therefor,  except  in  the 
case  of  the  giving  of  notes  for  temporary  loans  as  may  be  authorized 
by  law,  the  commissioners  shall  sell  the  same  to  the  highest  bidder  after 
public  notice  by  advertisement  once  a week  for  three  weeks,  in  at  least 
one  newspaper  of  general  circulation  published  in  the  county  in  which 
such  township  shall  be  situated.  No  bid  for  such  bonds  or  securities  at 
less  than  their  par  value  shall  be  accepted.  Where  bonds  and  securities 
shall  be  advertised  for  sale,  as  provided  in  this  section,  and  no  bids  have 
been  received,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  township  to  sell  the  same 
at  private  sale  for  not  less  than  par  and  accrued  interest. 

Section  1708,  Disbursements  to  Pay  Indebtedness.  All  dis- 
bursements in  discharge  of  township  indebtedness  duly  incurred  shall  be 
made  by  the  township  treasurer  or  his  deputy,  by  virtue  of  warrants 
or  orders  drawn  on  him  by  the  order  of  the  board  of  township  com- 
missioners attested  by  the  president  or  vice-president  and  secretary  or 
assistant  secretary  of  the  board.  The  board  shall  prescribe  by  ordinance 
the  manner  in  which  bills  for  township  indebtedness  shall  be  approved 
for  payment. 

Section  1709.  Tax  Levies.  The  board  of  township  commissioners 
may  levy  taxes  upon  all  property  and  upon  all  occupations  within  the 
township  made  taxable  for  township  purposes,  as  ascertained  by  the  valu- 
ation for  county  purposes  made  by  the  assessors  of  the  several  counties 
of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  year  for  which  the  township  taxes  are 
levied,  for  the  purposes  and  at  the  rate  hereinafter  specified : Provided, 
however.  That  such  valuation  shall  be  subject  to  correction  by  the  county 
commissioners  of  the  several  counties,  and  to  appeal  by  the  taxable  per- 
sons in  accordance  with  existing  laws : 

One.  An  annual  tax  for  township  purposes,  not  exceeding  ten  mills, 
unless  the  board  of  township  commissioners  by  majority  action  shall, 
upon  due  cause  shown,  by  resolution,  petition  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions,  in  which  case  the  court  may  order  a rate  of  not  more  than 
five  mills  additional  to  be  levied:  Further  provided.  That  if,  at  the 
hearing  before  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  upon  said  petition,  which 
hearing  is  hereby  directed  to  be  held  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than 
fifteen  days  after  said  petition  shall  be  presented,  the  owners  of  real 
estate  having  assessed  valuation  of  fifty  per  centum  of  the  total  assessed 
valuation  of  real  estate  in  said  township  shall,  by  petition,  object  to  the 
making  of  an  order  for  any  additional  tax  levy,  the  court  shall  thereupon 
deny  the  prayer  of  said  petition. 

Two.  A tax  for  the  purpose  of  building  and  maintaining  suitable 
places  for  the  housing  of  fire  apparatus ; the  receipts  from  said  tax  for 
maintenance  to  be  divided  among  the  places  maintained. 

Three.  An  annual  tax,  not  exceeding  one-tenth  of  one  mill,  for 
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the  purpose  of  caring  for  trees  planted  under  the  supervision  of  the 
shade-tree  commission,  and  for  the  purpose  of  publishing  notices  of 
rneetings  to  consider  the  planting,  removing,  or  changing  of  trees.  In 
lieu  of  the  tax  provided  for  in  this  clause,  the  township  commissioners 
may,  by  specific  appropriation,  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  such 
trees  from  the  general  funds  of  the  township. 

Four.  An  annual  tax  so  long  as  necessary  not  exceeding  fifty 
per  centum  of  the  rate  of  assessment  for  township  purposes,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  a lot  and  erecting  a building  thereon  for  a town- 
house,  and  for  the  pavment  of  indebtedness  incurred  in  connection 
therewith:  Provided,  The  total  indebtedness  for  the  payment  of  which 
any  such  tax  shall  he  levied  shall  not  exceed  one-half  of  one  per  centum 
of  the  assessed  value  of  real  estate  in  the  township. 

This  section  does  not  include  the  levy  of  any  taxes  upon  particular 
districts,  or  parts  of  anv  township  for  particular  purposes,  nor  special 
levies  otherwise  provided  for  in  this  act. 

Section  1710.  Tax  Rates  to  be  Expressed  in  Dollars  and  Cents. 
Whenever  the  commissioners  of  any  township  shall,  by  ordinance,  fix 
the  rate  of  taxation  for  any  year  at  a mill  rate,  such  ordinance  shah 
also  include  a statement  expressing  the  rate  of  taxation  in  dollars  and 
cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  valuation  of  taxable 
property. 

Section  1711.  Snecial  Levies  to  Pav  Indebtedness.  In  addition 
to  the  levies  hereinbefore  provided  for,  when  it  is  shown  to  the  court 
of  nuarter  sessions  that  the  debts  due  hv  anv  township  exceed  the  amount 
which  the  township  commissioners  may  collect  in  any  year  bv  taxation, 
the  court,  after  ascertaining  the  amount  of  indebtedness  of  any  such 
township,  mav  hv  a writ  of  mandamus  direct  the  township  commis- 
sioners, hv  special  taxation,  to  collect  an  amount  sufficient  to  pav  the 
same.  If  the  amount  of  such  indebtedness  is  so  large  as  to  render  it 
unadvisahle  to  collect  the  same  in  anv  one  year,  taking  into  consideration 
other  necessarv  taxation,  the  court  mav  direct  the  same  to  he  levied  and 
collected  by  annual  instalments,  and  mav  order  such  special  taxes  to  he 
levied  and  collected  during  such  successive  years  as  may  be  required  for 
payment  of  the  same. 

Section  1712.  Delivery  of  Duplicates.  As  soon  as  possible  aftei- 
the  receipt  of  the  duplicate  from  the  countv  commissioners,  as  provided 
in  the  act  of  May  fifth,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  fifteen,  entitled  “An 
act  reouiring  the  countv  commissioners  to  furnish  to  townships  of  the 
first  class  duplicates  of  the  adjusted  valuation  for  taxation  purposes 
within  .such  townships,”  and  not  later  than  the  first  day  of  Tune,  the 
hoard  of  township  commissioners  shall  deliyer  a duplicate  of  the  assess- 
ment of  township  taxes  to  the  township  treasurer,  together  with  their 
warrant  for  the  collection  of  the  same. 

Section  1713.  Public  Notice  of  Delivery  of  Duplicate.  As  soon 
as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  the  duplicate,  the  trea.surer  shall  give 
public  notice  thereof  bv  at  least  ten  written  or  printed  notices,  to  be 
posted  in  Public  places  in  the  township,  and  bv  advertisement  in  a news- 
paper published  in  the  township,  if  any  such  there  be,  that  the  duplicate 
has  been  issued  and  delivered  to  him. 

Section  1714.  Tax  Notices.  Duties  of  Treasurer.  The  town- 
ship treasurer,  within  thirty  days  after  receivin.g  the  tax  duplicate,  shall 
notify  every  taxable  whose  name  appears  on  such  duplicate,  Such  notice 
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shall  contain  the  rate  of  taxation,  the  valuation  of  the  property  of  such 
taxable,  the  occupation  of  such  taxable,  and  the  full  amount  of  taxes 
for  which  said  taxable  is  liable  for  the  current  year.  Such  notice  shall 
further  state  that  such  taxes  are  payable,  designate  a place  and  time 
when  they  shall  be  paid,  and  when  an  additional  percentage  will  be  added 
I as  penalty.  Such  notice  shall  be  mailed  to  the  last  known  post-office 
i address  of  each  taxable. 

Before  any  allowance  is  made  by  the  township  auditors  for  com- 
missions due  to  the  township  treasurer  for  taxes  collected,  the  treasurer 
shall  make  an  affidavit  setting  forth  that  he  has  sent  such  notice  to  each 
taxpayer. 

Section  1715.  Penalties.  All  persons  who  fail  to  make  payment 
of  any  tax  charged  against  them  in  the  duplicate  within  the  period  of 
sixty  days  from  the  date  of  publication  of  notice  thereof  by  the  township 
treasurer,  shall  be  charged  with  a penalty  of  two  per  centum  additional 
on  the  amount  of  tax  and  thereafter  an  additional  penalty  of  one  per 
centum  for  each  month,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  during  the  remainder 
of  the  fiscal  year  for  which  the  tax  is  levied,  which  penalties  shall  be 
added  to  the  tax  by  the  treasurer,  and  collected  by  him  or  his  deputy. 

Section  1716.  Collection  of  Taxes.  The  treasurer  shall  proceed 
to  collect  all  taxes  from  the  taxpayers,  and  to  that  end  may  appoint  one 
or  more  deputy  collectors.  The  treasurer  and  his  deputies  shall  have 
and  exercise  all  powers  conferred  by  existing  laws  on  collectors  of 
county  and  township  taxes. 

Section  1717.  Expenses  of  Collector.  The  township  treasurer 
may  retain,  out  of  the  taxes  collected,  such  actual  printing  and  postage 
expenses  as  shall  be  incurred  in  performing  the  duties  prescribed  in  this 
article.  Such  amounts  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  township  auditor  or 
controller,  as  the  case  may  be,  at  the  time  of  auditing  the  treasurer’s 
accounts. 

Section  1718.  Exonerations.  The  township  commissioners  shall 
at  all  times  make  abatements  or  exonerations  for  occupation  taxes,  mis- 
takes, indigent  persons,  unseated  lands,  deaths,  removals,  et  cetera,  as  to 
them  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable.  The  township  secretary  shall 
enter  in  a book  or  books,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  names  of  all 
persons  abated  or  exonerated,  together  with  the  reason  why,  the  amount 
of  the  tax,  and  date  when  levied,  and  give  to  the  treasurer  a certificate 
stating  the  nature  of  the  tax  and  the  amount  exonerated. 

Section  1719.  Audit  of  Collectors’  Accounts.  The  accounts  of 
collectors  of  taxes  shall  be  settled  by  the  township  auditor  or  controller, 
as  the  case  may  be.  The  treasurer  shall  state  a separate  account  for 
each  different  tax  collected  by  him. 

ARTICLE  XVIII 
Contracts 

Section  1801.  Power  to  Make  Contracts.  Townships  shall  have 
power  to  make  such  contracts  as  may  he  necessary  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution the  provisions  of  this  act  and  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Section  1802.  General  Regulations  Concerning  Contracts.  All 
contracts  or  purchases  made  by  any  township,  involving  the  expenditure 
of  over  five  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  in  writing,  and  shall  be  made  with 
the  lowest  responsible  bidder,  after  notice  by  the  secretary,  published 
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once  a week  for  two  weeks  in  one  or  more  newspajjers  of  the  county 
circulating  in  the  township.  This  section  shall  not  apply  in  the  case  of 
any  township  repairing  its  public  highways,  except  as  to  any  purchases 
of  materials  or  equipment  for  the  purposes  of  such  repairs. 

In  every  instance  in  which  any  contract  for  any  public  work,  con- 
struction, materials,  supplies,  or  other  matters  or  things,  for  any  town- 
ship, shall  be  awarded  upon  competitive  bids,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
authorities  authorizing  the  same  to  award  said  contract  to  the  lowest 
responsible  bidder ; and  any  published  notice  for  bids  shall  contain  full 
plans  and  specifications,  or  refer  to  the  places  where  copies  thereof  can 
be  obtained,  and  give  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  said  authorities 
at  which  meeting  bids  shall  be  publicly  opened  and  read.  If,  through 
lack  of  a quorum  or  other  reason,  no  meeting  shall  be  held  at  such  time 
and  place,  notice  of  the  same  kind  shall  be  repeated  for  the  subsequent 
time  and  place  fixed,  and  the  foregoing  provisions  as  to  bids  shall  apply. 
The  same  course  shall  be  pursued  until  a meeting  shall  actually  be  held 
for  receiving  and  opening  bids.  Any  contract  made  in  violation  of  the 
provisions  hereof  shall  be  void. 

Section  1803.  Patented  Articles.  The  authorities  of  townships 
shall  not  be  retiuircd  to  prejxare  specifications  and  advertise  for  the  pur- 
chase of  articles  or  parts  thereof  which  are  patented  products,  apparatus 
or  a])plianccs  nor  in  such  cases  shall  they  be  required  to  exact  a bond ; 
Provided,  That  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  road  materials. 

Section  1804.  Contracts  for  Protection  of  Labor  and  Material- 
men.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  townships,  in  the  improvement  of  lands, 
or  in  the  erection,  alteration,  addition  or  repair  of  roads,  bridges,  edifices 
and  public  buildings,  of  any  kind,  in  said  districts,  to  require  of  the  con- 
tractor or  contractors,  employed  in  or  about  said  improvements,  an  addi- 
tional bond,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  providing  for  the  payment 
of  all  labor  and  material  entering  into  the  said  improvements,  and  all  ma- 
chinery used  on  such  improvements. 

The  labor  and  materialmen  furni.shing  labor  and  material  in  and  for 
said  improvements,  upon  the  contract  of  said  contractor,  shall  have  the 
right  according  to  law  to  sue  in  an  action  of  assumpsit,  in  the  name  of 
the  obligee  for  his  or  their  use,  upon  said  bond,  upon  proof  of  said  con- 
tractor’s failure  to  pay  for  said  labor  or  material. 

Section  1805.  Separate  Specifications  for  Branches  of  Work. 
In  the  preparation  of  specifications  for  the  erection  or  alteration  of  any 
public  building,  when  the  entire  cost  of  such  work  exceeds  one  thousand 
dollars,  the  architect,  engineer,  or  person  preparing  such  specifications 
shall  prepare  separate  specifications  for  the  plumbing,  heating,  ventilating, 
and  electrical  work,  and  the  township  shall  receive  separate  bids  upon 
each  of  such  branches  of  work,  and  award  the  contract  for  the  same  to 
the  lowest  responsible  bidder. 

Section  1806.  Workmen’s  Compensation  Insurance.  All  con- 
tracts executed  by  any  township,  which  contracts  shall  involve  the  con- 
struction or  doing  of  any  work  involving  the  employment  of  labor,  shall 
contain  a provision  that  the  contractor  shall  accept,  in  so  far  as  the  work 
covered  by  any  such  contract  is  concerned,  the  provisions  of  the  Work- 
men’s Compensation  Act  of  1915,  and  any  supplements  or  amendments 
thereto,  and  that  the  said  contractor  will  insure  his  liability  thereunder, 
or  file  with  the  township,  with  which  the  contract  is  made,  a certificate 
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of  exemption  from  insurance  from  the  Bureau  of  Workmen’s  Compen- 
sation of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry. 

Every  officer  of  any  township  who  shall  sign,  on  behalf  of  the  town- 
ship, any  contract  requiring  in  its  performance  the  employment  of  labor, 
shall  require,  before  the  said  contract  shall  be  signed,  proof  that  the  said 
contractor  with  whom  the  contract  is  made  shall  have  accepted  the  Work- 
men’s Compensation  Act  of  1915,  and  any  supplements  or  amendments 
thereto,  and  proof  that  the  said  contractor  has  insured  his  liability  there- 
under in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  said  act,  or  that  the  said  con- 
tractor has  had  issued  to  him  a certificate  of  exemption  from  insurance 
by  the  Bureau  of  W’orkmen’s  Compensation  of  the  Department  of  Labor 
and  Industry. 

Any  contract  executed  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
be  null  and  void. 

Section  1807.  Engineers  and  Architects  Not  to  Be  Interested 
in  Contracts.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  architect  or  engineer,  in  the 
employ  of  a township,  and  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  plans,  specifi- 
cations or  estimates,  to  bid  on  any  public  work  at  any  letting  of  such 
work  in  such  township. 

It  shall  also  be  unlawful  for  the  officers  of  a township,  charged  with 
the  duty  of  letting  any  public  work,  to  award  a contract  to  any  such  archi- 
tect or  engineer,  in  the  employ  of  the  township. 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  architect  or  engineer,  in  the  employ 
of  any  township,  to  l)e  in  any  wise  interested  in  any  contract  for  public 
work  in  such  township,  nor  receive  any  remuneration  or  gratuity  from 
any  person  interested  in  such  contract. 

Any  person  or  persons  violating  these  provisions,  or  any  one  of  them, 
shall  forfeit  his  office,  and  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and,  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  to  undergo  imprisonment  of  not  less  than  six  months, 
or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

ARTICLE  XIX 

Eminent  Dom.mn  ; Assessment  of  D.\mages  .\Nr)  Benefits 
(a)  General  Provisiojis  Relating  to  Bniinejit  Domain 

Section  1901.  A'henever  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  right 
of  eminent  domain  and/or  the  ascertainment  and  assessment  of  damages 
and  benefits  in  viewer  proceedings  is  provided  for,  the  proceedings  shall 
be  as  set  forth  in  this  article. 

Section  1902.  Restrictions  as  to  Certain  Property.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  restrictions  made  by  other  iwovisions  of  this  act  in  particular 
cases,  no  township  shall  exercise  right  of  eminent  domain  as  against  land 
now  occupied  by  any  building  which  was  used  during  the  Colonial  or 
Revolutionary  period  as  a place  of  Assembly  by  the  Council  of  the  Colony 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  or  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ; or  as  against  the 
land  occupied  by  any  fort,  redoubt,  or  blockhouse,  erected  during  the 
Colonial  or  Revolutionary  period,  or  any  building  used  as  headquarters 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Army ; or  as  against  the 
site  of  any  building,  fort,  redoubt,  blockhouse,  or  headquarters,  which  are 
preserved  for  their  historic  associations  and  not  for  private  profit.  The 
Colonial  and  Revolutionary  period  shall  be  taken  as  ended  on  the  third 
day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
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Section  1903.  Possession  of  Property  Upon  Tender  of  Bond. 

Whenever,  in  any  condemnation  proceedings,  any  township  has  tendered 
a l)ond  to  secure  the  payment  of  damages,  and  the  same  has  been  accepted, 
or,  if  the  acceptance  has  been  refused  and  the  bond  has  been  filed  in,  and 
approved  by  the  court,  the  township  shall  have  the  right  to  immediate  pos- 
session of  the  property. 

Section  1904.  Notice  to  Quit;  Possession;  Procedure.  If  the 

owner,  lessee,  or  occupier  shall  refuse  to  remove  his  personal  property 
or  give  up  possession,  the  township  may  serve  written  notice  upon  such 
owner,  lessee,  or  his  agent,  or  the  occupier  to  remove  his  personal  prop- 
erty and  give  up  possession  of  such  property,  within  sixty  days  from  the 
date  of  the  service  of  such  notice. 

If  the  owner,  lessee,  or  occupier  shall  refuse  to  remove  his  personal 
property  and  give  possession,  upon  proof  of  the  service  of  the  notice,  a 
writ  of  hal)ere  facias  possessionem  shall  forthwith  issue,  directing  the 
sheriff  to  give  to  the  township  possession. 

Section  1905.  Bond  of  Township  Without  Surety  Sufficient. 
Whenever  any  court  shall  order  any  township  to  enter  security  for  the 
payment  of  damages  for  the  taking,  injury,  or  destruction  of  land,  prop- 
lerty  or  materials  by  right  of  eminent  domain,  the  bond  of  the  township 
:shall  be  taken  without  sureties. 

Section  1906.  Value  of  Land  Not  to  Be  Assessed  as  Benefits; 
Exceptions.  In  all  cases  of  the  appropriation  of  land  for  public  use, 
other  than  for  roads  or  streets,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  assess  any  portion 
of  the  damage  done  to  or  value  of  the  land  so  appropriated,  against  the 
other  property  adjoining  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land  so  appropriated. 

Section  1907.  Right  to  Damages.  The  right  to  damages  against 
townships  is  given  to  all  owners  or  tenants  of  lands,  property,  or  material 
abutting  on,  or  through  which  pass,  roads,  streets,  lanes,  or  alleys,  in- 
jured by  the  laying  out,  opening,  widening,  vacating,  extending,  or  grading 
of  such  roads,  streets,  lanes,  or  alleys,  or  the  changing  of  the  grades  or 
lines  thereof,  by  such  townships ; the  construction  and  the  vacation  by 
such  townships  of  bridges  and  piers,  abutments,  and  approaches  therefor, 
and  the  construction  by  such  townships  of  sewers  over,  upon  or  through 
such  lands  or  property. 

Section  1908.  Viewers’  Report.  Viewers  or  juries  of  view  ap- 
pointed by  any  court  to  assess  damages  and  benefits,  due  to  the  taking, 
injury,  or  destruction  of  private  proj^erty  in  and  by  the  construction  or 
(enlargement  of  any  public  work,  highway,  or  improvement,  shall  make 
their  reports  within  a time  which  the  court  shall  fix  when  appointing 
them,  but,  if  any  of  the  viewers  or  juries  of  view  shall,  for  any  reason 
appearing  sufficient  to  the  court,  be  unable  to  file  its  report  within  the 
period  so  fixed,  the  court  may,  either  before  or  after  the  expiration  of 
the  time  fixed,  extend  the  time  for  the  filing  of  such  report. 

Section  1909.  Plans  of  Properties  Condemned  to  Be  Furnished 
to  Viewers.  In  all  proceedings  tO'  assess  damages  for  the  taking,  injury 
or  de.struction  of  private  property  for  public  use,  the  township  taking, 
injuring,  or  de.stroying  property  for  said  purpose,  shall  furnish  the  board 
of  viewers  with  a correct  plan  of  all  properties  affected,  showing  all  build- 
ings or  other  structures  thereon,  their  width,  length,  elevation,  and  cubical 
contents,  names  of  all  owners,  tenants,  or  occupiers  thereof,  the  topogra- 
phy of  the  land,  and  the  grades  and  widths  of  all  highways  running 
through  pr  abutting  op  said  properties,  and  all  other  data  necessary  for 
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a proper  determination  of  the  amount  of  damages  caused  by  the  taking, 
injury,  or  destruction  of  said  private  property. 

Said  plans  shall  be  prepared  and  ready  for  the  use  of  the  viewers 
at  their  first  meeting,  and  copies  thereof  shall  be  furnished  to  all  owners, 
tenants,  and  occupiers  of  the  property  and  all  other  parties  afifected  there- 
by, without  charge. 

Section  1910.  Condemnation  Petition  to  Specify  Liens;  Ex- 
ception. In  all  proceedings  instituted  for  the  condemnation  and  appro- 
priation of  land  and  property  by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent 
domain,  excepting  proceedings  to  ascertain  damages  and  benefits  by  rea- 
son of  township  street  or  sewer  improvements,  the  petition  for  the 
appointment  of  viewers  therein  shall  contain  allegations  specifying  any 
judgments,  mortgages,  or  other  claims  (hereinafter  designated  “liens”) 
which  are  liens  upon  the  land  and  property  sought  to  be  appropriated  or 
condemned  as  aforesaid. 

Section  1911.  Findings  of  Facts  as  to  Liens.  Testimony  shall 
be  taken  in  said  proceedings  to  ascertain  the  amounts  of  said  liens  and 
the  dates  of  the  entry  of  the  same,  and  the  amounts  of  said  liens  and  the 
dates  of  entry  thereof  shall  be  found  as  facts  by  the  viewers  in  said  pro- 
ceedings. Certified  lists  of  liens,  from  the  courts  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  United  States,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  existence, 
dates,  amounts,  dates  of  entry,  and  places  of  record,  of  said  liens,  and, 
unless  modified  or  overcome  by  oral  or  documentary  evidence,  shall  be 
conclusive  upon  the  parties  thereto  as  to  items  just  specified. 

Section  1912.  Reports  of  Viewers  as  to  Liens ; Appeals;  Dis- 
tribution to  Lien  Creditors ; Discharge  of  Liens.  Where  it  appears 
that  liens  exist  as  aforesaid,  which  are  liens  upon  property  sought  to  be 
condemned  and  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  a report  of  the  facts  found 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  made  to  the  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, which  report  shall  be  subject  to  exceptions  in  manner  to  be 
regulated  by  the  Supreme  Court,  by  general  rule  prescribed,  amended, 
and  published  from  time  to  time,  and,  upon  the  findings  in  relation  to 
said  liens  being  finally  found  by  said  court  having  jurisdiction  of  said 
proceedings,  said  court  shall  make  an  order  directing  the  payment  and 
distribution  of  the  amount  found  to  be  payable  as  compensation  to  the 
parties  entitled  thereto,  first  to  the  owners  of  said  liens  then  to  the  owners 
of  the  property  appropriated  as  aforesaid : Provided,  however,  That  the 
parties  interested  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  from  said  order  of  dis- 
tribution to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Courts  of  the  Commonwealth,  as 
shall  be  determined  by  the  amount  distributed  to  said  parties  respectively, 
in  manner  now  provided  by  law.  Payment  in  accordance  with  said  order 
of  distribution  shall  absolutely  discharge  the  party  making  said  payment 
from  all  claims  of  whatsoever  nature  by  any  person,  firm,  corporation,  or 
claimant,  as  against  said  property,  when  the  payment  thereof  shall  be 
evidenced  by  a receipt  of  record  in  said  proceedings:  and,  in  said  receipt 
and  on  the  record  thereof,  any  claimant  may  reserve  the  right  to  pursue 
the  owner  of  said  property  for  any  balance  due  upon  his  lien  against  any 
other  property  or  assets  of  the  said  owner. 

Section  1913.  Vesting  Title.  Upon  payment  of  the  compensation 
for  land  or  property  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  in  accordance  with  said 
order  of  distribution,  title  to  the  land  or  ])roperty  appropriated  shall  vest 
in  the  taker  thereof  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  the  law  under  which 
such  appropriation  is  made,  and  all  claims  for  compensation  shall  l)g 
deemed  paid  and  satisfied  as  herein  provided. 
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Section  1914.  Competency  of  Evidence  as  to  Market  Value  of 
Property.  In  all  proceedings  arising  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
eminent  domain,  it  shall  be  competent  for  all  witnesses  called,  when  duly 
qualihed,  to  state  their  opinion  as  to  the  market  value  of  the  property 
before  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  and  as  unaffected  by 
it,  and  its  market  value  immediately  after  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
eminent  domain  and  as  affected  thereby ; 

(a)  To  state,  in  detail  and  costs,  all  the  elements  of  benefit  or  dam- 
age which  they  have  taken  into  consideration  in  arriving  at  their  opinion ; 

(b)  In  arriving  at  their  opinion  as  to  the  market  value  immediately 
after  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  to  add  to  their  opinion 
of  the  market  value  before  such  exercise,  the  cost  or  value  of  all  the  ele- 
ments of  benefit  or  advantage,  and  to  deduct  therefrom  all  disadvantage 
or  damage  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  market  value  after  such  exercise  of 
the  right  of  eminent  domain  and  as  affected  thereby  ; 

(c)  In  all  proceedings  to  assess  damages  or  benefits  for  the  opening 
of  any  street,  alley,  or  other  highway,  to  take  into  consideration,  as  one 
of  the  elements  of  advantage  or  disadvantage,  the  cost  of  street  improve- 
ment. 

In  all  claims  for  damages  against  a township,  arising  from  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  party 
or  jiarties  claiming  damages  to  offer  in  evidence,  as  a declaration  against 
interest,  the  value  of  the  property  aft'ected  as  assessed  for  the  purpose  of 
taxation. 

Section  1915.  Proceedings  Where  Assessments  By  Viewers 
Waived.  In  any  i)roceeding  to  ascertain  the  damage  caused  to  any  owner 
of  lands,  by  reason  of  the  appropriation  of  a right  of  way  or  easement 
by  any  township,  where  the  owner  and  township  cannot  agree  upon  the 
amount  of  damage  done,  the  parties  may,  by  agreement,  waive  the  right 
to  have  such  damages  assessed,  and  the  owner  may  file  his  claim  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  and  rule  the  defendant  to  plead 
thereto  within  fifteen  days  from  the  service  of  such  rule  upon  the  town- 
ship, and  the  suit  shall  be  ]U'oceeded  with  as  if  an  award  of  viewers  had 
been  filed  and  an  appeal  bad  been  taken  therefrom. 

Either  party  to  such  an  action  may,  on  motion  have  the  jury  visit 
and  view  the  premises  over  or  through  which  the  proposed  right  of  way 
or  easement  may  extend. 

Section  1916.  Appeals  in  Eminent  Domain  Proceedings;  Pay- 
ment of  Money  Into  Court.  In  all  cases  of  damages  assessed  against 
any  township  for  property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed  by  the  construc- 
tion or  enlargement  of  their  works,  highways,  or  improvements,  whether 
such  assessment  shall  have  been  made  by  viewers,  or  otherwise  than  upon 
trial  in  court,  and  an  appeal  is  not  provided  for,  an  appeal  may  he  taken 
by  either  party  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  within  thirty 
days  from  the  filing  of  the  report. 

Any  such  appeal  taken  shall  Ije  signed  by  the  party  taking  the  same 
or  by  bis  agent  or  attorney,  and  shall  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of 
the  party  appellant,  or  of  the  agent  or  attorney,  that  the  same  is  not  for 
the  jnirpose  of  delay,  but  because  the  affiant  firmly  believes  that  injustice 
has  been  done. 

When  no  such  appeal  is  taken  and  judgment  is  entered,  and  the 
party  to  whom  damages  have  been  awarded  refuses  to  accept  payment  of 
such  award  or  judgment,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  township,  upon 
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petition  to  the  court  after  notice  as  ordered  by  court,  to  pay  the  arrfount 
of  the  award  and  costs  into  the  court.  The  court,  upon  such  payment, 
shall  order  the  satisfaction  of  the  award  or  judgment. 

(b)  Procedure  for  the  Exercise  of  Eminent  Do-main  and  for  the  Assess- 
ment of  Damages  and  Benefits 

Section  1920.  Petition  for  Viewers;  Time  of  Meeting.  Ex- 
cept as  is  this  act  otherwise  provided,  in  case  the  compensation  for  dam- 
ages or  benefits  accruing  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain 
and  from  the  erection  and  construction  of  public  improvements  have  not 
been  agreed  upon,  any  court  of  common  pleas,  or  any  law  judge  thereof 
in  vacation,  on  application  thereto  by  petition  by  the  township  or  any 
person  interested,  shall  appoint  three  viewers,  from  the  board  of  viewers 
of  the  county,  and  appoint  a time,  not  less  than  twenty  nor  more  than 
thirty  days  thereafter,  when  the  viewers  shall  meet  upon  the  line  of  the 
improvement  and  view  the  same  and  the  premises  affected  thereby. 

Section  1921.  When  Viewers  May  Be  Appointed.  The  viewers 
provided  for  in  the  preceding  section  may  be  appointed  before  or  after 
the  entry,  appropriation,  or  injury  of  any  property  or  materials  for  con- 
structing such  improvements. 

Section  1922.  Notice  of  Meeting  of  Viewers.  Except  when 
otherwise  in  this  act  provided,  the  viewers  shall  give  at  least  ten  days’ 
notice  of  the  time  of  their  first  meeting,  by  publication  in  one  or  more 
newspapers  of  the  county,  and  by  handbills  posted  upon  the  premises,  or 
otherwise  as  the  court  shall  direct. 

Section  1923.  Swearing  Viewers;  Hearings;  Schedules  of 
Damages  and  Benefits.  The  viewers,  having  been  sworn  or  affirmed 
faithfully,  justly  and  impartially  to  decide  and  a true  report  to  make 
concerning  all  matters  to  be  submitted  to  them  and  in  relation  to  which 
they  are  authorized  to  inquire,  and  having  viewed  the  premises  and  ex- 
amined the  property,  shall  hear  all  parties  interested  and  their  witnesses 
and  shall  determine  the  damages  for  property  taken,  injured,  or  de- 
stroyed, and  to  whom  the  same  is  payable,  and,  having  determined  the 
damages,  together  with  the  benefits,  they  shall  prepare  a schedule  thereof. 

Section  1924.  Assessment  of  Damages  and  Benefits.  The  dam- 
ages may  be  paid  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  township,  or  may  be  assessed 
in  whole  or  in  part  upon  the  property  benefited.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
viewers,  having  first  determined  the  damages  apart  from  the  benefits, 
shall  assess  the  total  cost  of  the  improvement,  or  so  much,  thereof  as 
may  be  just  and  reasonable,  upon  the  properties  peculiarly  benefited, 
including  in  the  assessment  all  parties  for  which  damages  have  been 
allowed,  and  shall  report  the  same  to  the  court.  The  total  assessments 
for  benefits  shall  not  exceed  the  total  damages  awarded  or  agreed  upon. 

Section  1925.  Assessment  Awards.  In  proceedings  to  assess 
damages  and  benefits,  if  the  property  is  both  benefited  and  damaged  by 
such  improvements,  the  excess  of  damages  over  benefits,  or  the  excess 
of  benefits  over  damages,  or  nothing  in  case  the  benefits  and  damages 
are  equal,  shall  be  awarded  to  or  assessed  against  the  several  owners  of 
property  affected  thereby. 

Section  1926.  Separate  Reports  of  Damages  and  Benefits.  The 
preceding  section  shall  not  prevent  the  viewers  from  making  a separate 
report  of  the  damages  and  benefits,  respectively.  In  such  event,  if  the 
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damages  to  the  property  of  any  person  be  greater  than  the  benehts,  ol 
if  the  benehts  be  greater  than  the  damages,  or  if  the  damages  and  bene- 
hts be  equal,  in  either  case  the  viewers  shall  strike  a balance  and  carry 
the  difference  forward  to  another  column,  so  that  the  assessment  shall 
show  what  amount  is  to  be  received  or  paid  by  the  property  owner  and 
the  difference  only  shall  be  collectible  of  or  paid  to  such  property  owner. 
Appeals  taken  from  the  report  of  the  board  of  viewers  shall  be  from 
such  net  amount  only. 

Section  1927.  Notice  When  Schedules  Will  Be  Exhibited.  The 

viewers  shall  give  notice  to  all  parties  to  whom  damages  are  allowed, 
or  upon  whom  assessments  for  benehts  are  made,  of  a time  not  less  than 
ten  days  thereafter,  and  of  place  where  the  viewers  will  meet  and  exhibit 
their  schedule  and  hear  all  exceptions  thereto. 

Section  1928.  Service  of  Notices.  Such  notice  shall  be  given, 
in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  tbe  service  of  a summons  in  a per- 
sonal action,  if  tbe  parties  can  be  found  in  the  township;  or  upon  an 
adult  person  residing  upon  the  property  affected  by  the  assessment,  in 
case  the  owner  or  reputed  owner  cannot  he  found ; and  to  all  others  by 
publication  in  the  newspaper  or  newspapers  in  which  the  hrst  notices  of 
the  view  were  published,  and  by  posting  conspicuously  on  the  premises. 
The  board  of  commissioners  may,  by  ordinance,  provide  by  whom  the 
notice  shall  be  served  and  posted  and  fix  the  compensation  for  such 
service. 

Section  1929.  Report  of  Viewers;  Plan  of  Improvements. 

After  making  whatever  changes  are  necessary,  the  viewers  or  a majority 
thereof  shall  report  to  the  court,  showing  the  damages  and  benefits 
allowed  and  assessed  in  each  case,  and  file  therewith  a plan,  to  be  secured 
or  prepared  by  the  viewers,  showing  the  improvement,  the  properties 
taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  and  properties  benefited. 

Section  1930.  Notice  of  Filing  of  Report.  When  the  report  is 
filed,  notice  thereof  shall  immediately  be  given,  by  publication  once  in 
the  newspapers  publishing  the  notice  provided  for  in  this  article.  Such 
notice  shall  state  the  date  of  filing  of  the  report,  contain  a schedule  of 
the  damages  allowed  and  benefits  assessed,  and  shall  state  that,  unless 
exceptions  he  filed  thereto  or  an  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas 
is  taken  therefrom  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  filing,  the  report 
will  l)e  confirmed  absolutely. 

Section  1931.  Township  to  Pay  Costs  of  Proceedings.  The  cost 
of  the  proceedings,  including  court  costs,  except  the  compensation  of  the 
viewers,  shall  be  paid  by  the  township. 

Section  1932.  Bond  of  Township.  Except  when  in  this  act  other- 
wise provided,  in  all  cases  where  the  parties  have  not  agreed  upon  the 
damages  claimed,  or  where,  by  reason  of  the  absence  or  legal  incapacity 
of  the  owner,  no  such  agreement  can  be  made,  the  township  may  tender 
sufficient  security  to  the  party  entitled  to  damages,  or  to  the  attorney 
or  agent  of  any  person  absent,  or  to  the  agent  or  officer  of  a corporation, 
or  to  the  guardian  or  committee  of  anyone  under  legal  incapacity. 

Section  1933.  Condition  of  Bond;  Notice  of  Filing  in  Court. 

The  condition  of  the  security  shall  be  that  the  township  shall  pay  or 
cause  to  be  paid  such  amount  of  damages  as  the  party  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  or 
assessed  in  the  manner  provided  for  by  this  article.  In  case  the  party 
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claiming  damages  refuses  to  accept  the  security  tendered,  the  township 
shall  give  the  party  or  his  agent,  attorney,  guardian,  or  committee,  a 
written  notice  of  the  time  when  the  same  will  be  presented  in  court. 

Section  1934.  Filing  Bond;  Recovery  Thereon.  If  approved 
by  the  court,  the  security  shall  be  filed  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested, 
and  recovery  may  be  had  thereon  for  the  amount  of  damages  assessed. 
If  the  damages  be  not  paid,  they  may  be  collected  by  execution  on  the 
judgment  in  the  issue  framed  to  try  the  question.  Upon  the  approval 
of  the  security,  the  township  may  proceed  with  the  improvement. 

Section  1935.  Exceptions  to  Report  o£  Viewers.  Within  thirty 
days  after  the  filing  of  any  report,  any  party  interested  may  file  ex- 
ceptions to  the  same;  and  the  court  shall  confirm,  modify,  or  change 
the  same,  or  change  the  assessments  made  therein,  or  refer  it  back  to  the 
same  or  new  viewers. 

Section  1936.  Confirmation  o£  Report  o£  Viewers.  When  the' 
report  is  filed,  the  prothonotary  shall  mark  it  confirmed  nisi.  In  case 
no  exceptions  are  filed  thereto,  he  shall  enter  a decree  that  the  report 
is  confirmed  absolutely. 

Section  1937.  Effect  o£  Exceptions  on  Confirmation  o£  Report.. 

When  exceptions  are  filed  which  affect  the  entire  report,  the  same  shall 
not  be  confirmed  absolutely  as  to  any  part  thereof  until  the  exceptions, 
have  been  finally  disposed  of ; when  the  exceptions  do  not  affect  the 
entire  report,  the  court  shall  confirm  the  assessments  to  which  exceptions, 
have  not  been  taken. 

Section  1938.  Appeals  from  Confirmations  after  Exceptions. 

Within  three  months  after  the  confirmation  of  any  report,  following  the 
filing  of  exceptions  thereto,  any  party  interested  may  appeal  from  the 
decree  of  the  court  below  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

Section  1939.  Effect  of  Appeals.  When  any  appeal  is  taken  from 
the  action  of  the  court  confirming  any  viewers’  report  or  part  thereof, 
if  the  appeal  affects  the  entire  report,  it  shall  have  the  effect  of  suspending 
the  absolute  confirmation  thereof  until  the  appeal  is  finally  disposed  of ; 
but  where  the  appeal  is  to  matters  which  do  not  affect  the  entire  report, 
or  any  other  assessment,  such  appeal  shall  affect  only  the  particular  as- 
sessment for  which  the  appeal  is  taken. 

Section  1940.  Filing  Assignments  of  Error,  Et  Cetera.  In  order 
to  determine  whether  any  appeal  affects  the  entire  report,  or  any  par- 
ticular assessment,  the  appellant  shall  file  in  the  court  below,  before  or  at 
the  time  of  filing  his  writ  of  certiorari,  a copy  of  his  specifications  or 
assignments  of  error  or  grounds  of  appeal.  Upon  failure  so  to  do,  the 
township  or  any  party  interested  may,  by  notice  or  rule  upon  the  ap- 
pellant, cause  such  specifications,  assignments  of  error,  or  grounds  of 
appeal  to  be  filed. 

Section  1941.  Certificate  of  Judge  of  the  Court  Below.  Upon 
the  request  of  the  township,  or  any  party  interested,  the  court  below,, 
or  any  judge  thereof  in  vacation,  shall  certify  whether  the  appeal  affects, 
the  entire  report,  and  said  certificate  shall  be  conclusive.  Where  the- 
court  or  judge  certifies  that  the  appeal  will  affect  the  entire  report,  nO' 
further  proceedings  shall  be  taken  in  the  court  below  until  after  the: 
final  action  of  the  appellate  court;  but  where  the  court  or  judge  cer- 
tifies that  the  appeal  will  affect  only  a particular  assessment,  then  the 
confirmation  of  all  other  assessments  shall  be  final. 
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Section  1942.  Effect  of  Affirmation  of  Decree  of  Court  Below. 

If,  on  any  appeal,  the  action  of  the  court  below  is  affirmed,  the  date  of 
the  decree  or  judgment  of  the  appellate  court  shall  be  taken  as  the  day 
on  which  the  report  was  finally  confirmed. 

Section  1943.  Consolidation  of  Appeals.  Where  any  appeal  is 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  an  appeal  is  also  taken  to  the  Superior 
Court,  and  the  appeals  in  both  cases  are  substantially  the  same,  the 
Superior  Court  may  certify  such  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  heard 
with  the  other  appeals  from  the  same  report. 

The  Supreme  Court  shall  consolidate  all  such  appeals  and  hear  them 
as  one  case.  Where  several  appeals  are  taken  from  the  confirmation  of 
the  same  report,  either  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court,  and  the 
grounds  of  appeal  are  similar,  the  appellate  court  may  consolidate  the 
appeals. 

Section  1944.  Appellants  May  Unite  in  Appeals;  Effect  There- 
of. Several  parties  may  unite  in  a single  appeal,  either  to  the  Superior 
or  Supreme  Court,  where  the  grounds  of  appeal  are  similar,  but  the 
uniting  of  the  appellants  shall  not  unite  the  amounts  or  change  the 
jurisdiction.  When  the  appeal,  if  taken  by  each  appellant  singly,  would 
be  to  the  Superior  Court,  then  the  appeal  shall  be  to  that  Court,  but,  if 
the  appeal  of  any  one  appellant  woulcl  be  to  the  Supreme  Court,  then  the 
joint  appeal  shall  be  to  that  court.  If  an  appeal  has  been  taken  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  any  other  party,  without  regard  to  the  amount  involved, 
if  the  grounds  of  appeal  are  similar,  may  appeal  to  the  same  court  and 
join  in  such  appeal. 

Section  1945.  Appeals  from  Reports  of  Viewers  for  Jury  Trial. 

Within  thirty  days  after  any  report  of  viewers  is  filed  in  court,  any 
party  whose  property  is  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  or  who  is  assessed 
benefits,  may  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  demand  a trial 
by  jury.  Where  an  appeal  is  so  taken  as  to  a portion  of  the  report,  the 
portion  not  appealed  from  shall  be  confirmed  absolutely,  at  the  expiration 
of  thirty  days  after  the  report  is  filed  in  court. 

Section  1946.  Reasons  for  Appeals  to  Be  Stated.  The  appeal, 
as  provided  in  the  last  preceding  section,  shall  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  is  taken,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  appellant,  or  by  his  agent 
or  attorney ; and  shall  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  that  it  is  not  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  delay,  but  because  the  appellant  believes  that  injustice 
has  been  done. 

Section  1947.  Costs.  Upon  the  trial  of  any  such  appeal,  in  case 
the  party  appellant  does  not  obtain  a verdict  more  favorable  than  was 
the  report  of  the  viewers  as  finally  confirmed,  the  appellant  shall  not 
recover  any  costs. 

Section  1948.  Notices.  Appeals  from  the  Court  Below.  The 
court  of  common  pleas  shall  order  what  notices  shall  be  given  in  con- 
nection with  such  proceedings,  and  may,  by  rule  or  otherwise,  prescribe 
the  form  of  pleadings.  After  verdict  and  final  judgment,  either  party 
may,  within  three  months  appeal  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court. 

Section  1949.  Appeals  to  the  Wrong  Court.  Should  any  appeal 
under  this  article  be  made  to  the  wrong  court,  such  court  shall  certify 
the  appeal  to  the  court  to  which  it  should  have  been  taken. 

Section  1950.  Appeals  Not  to  Prevent  Filing  Liens.  No  appeal 
taken  under  this  article  shall  prevent  the  filing  of  liens  by  any  township 
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for  any  assessment  made  by  any  such  report,  but,  upon  the  final  termina- 
tion of  the  issue,  the  court  shall  make  such  order  as  to  the  lien  filed  as 
shall  appear  right  and  proper. 

Section  1951.  Discontinuance  of  Proceedings.  If  any  township 
shall  repeal  any  ordinance,  or  discontinue  any  proceeding,  providing  for 
any  improvements,  prior  to  the  entry  upon,  taking,  or  injury  to  any 
property  or  materials,  the  township  shall  not  he  liable  to  pay  any  damages 
which  have  been  assessed,  but  all  costs  upon  any  such  proceeding  shall 
be  paid  by  the  township,  together  with  any  actual  damage  sustained  by 
reason  of  such  proceeding. 

Section  1952.  Assessments  to  Bear  Interest.  All  assessments 
for  benefits,  costs,  and  expenses  shall  bear  interest  at  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  after  they  shall  have  been  finally  ascertained,  and  shall  be 
payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the  township. 

Section  1953.  Damages  to  Bear  Interest.  The  amount  of  dam- 
ages allowed  in  a report  of  viewers  for  the  taking,  injury  or  destruction 
of  property  by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  shall,  as 
finally  confirmed,  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum 
from  the  date  of  the  confirmation  nisi  of  the  report. 

ARTICLE  XX 

Roads,  StrKRTs  and  Highways 
(a)  Plans  of  Streets 

Section  2001.  Every  township  shall  have  a general  plan  of  its 
streets  and  alleys,  including  those  which  have  been  or  may  be  laid  out 
but  not  opened.  Such  plan  shall  he  filed  in  the  office  of  the  engineer  or 
other  proper  office  of  the  township,  and  all  subdivisions  of  property 
thereafter  made  shall  conform  thereto.  No  streets  or  alleys,  or  parts 
thereof,  laid  out  or  accepted  and  confirmed  on  such  plan,  shall  afterwards 
be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  commissioners  of  the  township. 
No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  any  damages  for  any  improvements 
placed  or  constructed  within  the  lines  of  any  street  or  alley  after  the 
same  has  been  located  or  ordained  on  the  plan  provided  for  by  this 
section. 

(b)  Laying  Out,  Opening,  Widening,  Straightening,  Vacating  and 
Relaying  Out  Roads,  Bt  Cetera.  Repairs  and  Detours. 

Section  2005.  Power  to  Lay  Out,  Open,  Widen,  Vacate,  Et 
Cetera.  The  board  of  township  commissioners  may  enact,  ordain,  survey, 
lay  out,  open,  widen,  straighten,  vacate,  and  relay  all  roads,  streets,  lanes 
and  alleys  and  parts  thereof  which  are  wholly  within  the  township,  upon 
the  petition  of  a majority  in  interest  of  the  owners  of  property  or  prop- 
erties through  whose  land  such  road,  street,  lane  or  alley  passes,  or  upon 
whose  land  it  abuts,  or  without  petition  of  the  owners  of  abutting  prop- 
erty if  in  the  judgment  of  the  board  of  commissioners  it  is  necessary 
for  the  public  convenience.  Such  power  shall  include  authority  to  vacate 
in  whole  or  in  part  roads,  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  laid  out  by  the  Com- 
monwealth where  the  same  have  remained  unopened  for  a period  of  thirty 
years ; and  also  the  authority  to  lay  out  and  open  a public  road  which 
will  be  a continuation  or  extension  of  a street  already  opened  by  an 
adjacent  city  or  borough, 
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Section  2006.  Burial  Grounds,  Et  Cetera,  Saved.  No  such  road, 
street,  lane,  or  alley  shall  be  laid  out  and  opened  through  any  burial 
ground  or  cemetery,  nor  through  any  grounds  occupied  by  a building 
used  as  a place  for  public  worship,  or  as  a public  or  parochial  school  or 
educational  or  charitable  institution  or  seminary,  unless  the  consent  of 
the  owner  or  corporation  or  person  controlling  the  premises  is  first 
secured. 

Section  2007.  Notice  o£  Hearing.  The  board  of  commissioners 
shall  give  ten-days’  notice  to  the  property  owners  affected  thereby  of  the 
time  and  place  when  and  where  all  parties  interested  may  meet  and  be 
heard.  Witnesses  may  be  summoned  and  examined  by  the  board  and  by 
the  parties  interested,  at  such  meeting  or  any  adjournment  thereof. 

Section  2008.  Draft.  Report.  After  such  hearing  and  a con- 
sideration of  the  matter,  should  the  board  of  comnfissioners,  or  a ma- 
jority thereof,  decide  in  favor  of  exercising  the  power  so  conferred,  they 
shall  make  written  report,  together  with  a draft  or  survey  of  the  road, 
street,  lane,  or  alley,  fixing  the  width  thereof,  and  noting  the  improve- 
ments along  the  line  thereof  and  the  names  of  the  owners  of  property 
through  which  the  same  shall  pass  or  whereon  it  shall  abut.  Such  report 
and  draft  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions. 

Section  2009.  Exceptions  to  Report.  Any  citizen  or  freeholder 
of  the  towirship  may,  within  thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  the  report 
of  the  board  of  commissioners,  upon  entering  in  the  court  sufficient 
surety  to  indemnify  the  board  for  all  costs  incurred  in  the  proceedings, 
file  exceptions  to  the  report,  together  with  a petition  for  a review. 

Section  2010.  Appointment  of  Viewers.  Upon  favorable  action 
on  such  matter  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  after  the  expiration 
of  the  term  allowed  for  filing  exceptions,  or  upon  the  order  of  the  court, 
upon  the  disposition  of  any  exceptions,  if  in  either  case  the  compensation 
for  the  damages  or  benefits  accruing  therefrom  have  not  been  agreed 
upon,  the  court  of  common  pleas  or  any  law  judge  thereof  in  vacation, 
on  application  by  petition  by  the  board  of  commissioners  or  any  person 
interested,  shall  appoint  three  viewers  from  the  county  board  of  viewers, 
to  assess  the  damages  and  benefits  occasioned  by  the  proceeding  in  the 
manner  provided  by  this  act  for  such  proceedings. 

Section  2011.  Notices  to  Be  Posted  Along  Improvement.  After 
the  passage  or  approval  of  any  ordinance  by  the  board  of  commissioners, 
for  the  opening,  widening,  straightening,  extending,  or  vacating  any  road, 
street,  or  alley,  notice  shall  within  ten  days  thereafter  be  given  by  hand- 
bills posted  in  conspicuous  places  along  the  line  of  the  proposed  im- 
provement. Such  notice  shall  state  the  fact  of  the  passage  or  approval 
of  the  ordinance,  and  the  date  of  the  passage  or  approval. 

Section  2012.  Width  of  Public  Roads.  The  width  of  a public 
road  in  townships  of  the  first  class  shall  not  be  less  than  thirty-three  feet 
or  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet : Provided,  That  the  limits  of 
width  shall  not  be  construed  to  include  the  width  required  for  necessary 
slopes  in  cuts  or  fills,  when  the  limits  of  the  road  and  the  extra  width 
required  for  such  slopes  exceed  the  limits  of  width  herein  specified. 

Section  2013.  Opening  and  Repairing  Roads.  Public  roads  or 
highways  laid  out  by  lawful  authority  in  townships,  shall  as  soon  as  may 
be  practicable,  be  effectually  opened  and  constantly  kept  in  repair.  All 
public  roads  or  highways  shall  at  all  seasons  be  kept  reasonably  clear  of 
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all  impediments  to  easy  and  convenient  traveling,  at  the  expense  of  the 
township. 

Whenever  proceedings  have  been  heretofore  or  may  hereafter  be 
begun  for  the  opening  and  laying  out  of  any  public  road  in  any  township, 
such  public  road  shall  be  physically  opened  upon  the  ground  for  use  by 
the  public  within  the  period  of  five  years  next  after  the  completion  of 
such  proceedings,  and  if  not  so  opened,  then  such  proceedings  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect,  and  the  land  proposed  to  be  taken 
shall  revert  to  the  owners  of  the  land,  as  in  the  case  of  the  vacation  of 
a public  road  free  of  any  easement  or  right  of  the  public  to  use  the  same. 

Section  2014.  Detours.  The  commissioners  of  any  township  may 
temporarily  close  any  township  road,  when  in  their  opinion  excessive  or 
unusual  conditions  have  rendered  such  road  unfit  or  unsafe  for  travel, 
and  immediate  repair,  because  of  the  time  of  year  or  other  conditions, 
is  impracticable.  The  road  or  portion  of  road  so  closed  shall  he  properly 
marked  at  its  extremities,  and  a means  of  passage  for  the  customar}’ 
users  of  such  road  shall,  whenever  possible,  be  provided. 

Anyone  using  such  road  or  portion  thereof  after  the  same  has  been 
properly  closed  and  marked,  without  a permit  from  the  commissioners, 
shall  be  subject  to  a penalty  of  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  recovered  in  a summary  proceeding.  The  penalties  so  recovered  shall 
be  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the  township  wherein  the  offense  was 
committed. 

Section  2015.  Laying  Out  Roads  Under  the  General  Road  Law. 

All  roads  partly  within  townships  of  the  first  class,  where  one  of  the 
termini  of  such  roads  is  without  the  township,  shall  be  laid  out,  widened, 
changed,  or  vacated  only  by  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions,  as  heretofore, 
in  the  manner  provided  by  the  general  road  law  and  the  amendments, 
additions,  and  supplements  thereto.  But  no  such  road  shall  be  opened, 
changed,  widened,  altered  or  vacated  unless  and  until  the  board  of  com- 
missioners of  the  township  shall  have  passed  a resolution  consenting  and 
approving  thereto,  and  shall  have  filed  with  the  clerk  of  said  court,  a 
copy  of  such  resolution  duly  certified  by  the  township  secretary.  All 
damages  and  benefits  occasioned  by  such  laying  out  and  the  subsequent 
opening  thereof,  or  by  any  such  widening,  changing,  or  vacation,  shall 
be  assessed,  collected,  and  paid  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  general 
road  law  and  the  amendments,  additions,  and  supplements  thereto : Pro- 
vided, That  all  damages  occasioned  by  such  laying  out,  and  the  opening 
I thereof,  or  by  the  widening,  changing,  or  vacating  of  all  roads  within 
; townships  of  the  first  class  shall  be  assessed,  collected,  and  paid  by  such 
townships  of  the  first  class. 

i 

(c)  Dedicated  Roads,  Streets,  Lanes,  Alleys  and  Drainage  Facilities 

Section  2020.  Plans  of  Dedicated  Roads  and  Streets.  No  person 
i shall  construct,  open,  or  dedicate  any  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley  or  any 
jl  drainage  facilities  in  connection  therewith,  for  public  use  or  travel  in 
I any  township,  without  first  submitting  plans  thereof  to  the  township  com- 
; missioners  for  their  approval.  Such  plans  shall  be  prepared  in  duplicate 
in  accordance  with  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  he  prescribed  by 
; the  commissioners  and  shall  show  the  profiles  of  such  roads,  streets,  lanes, 
: or  alleys,  the  course,  structure,  and  capacity  of  any  drainage  facilities, 
1 and  the  method  of  drainage  of  the  adjacent  or  contiguous  territory,  and 
1 also  any  other  or  further  details  that  may  be  required  under  the  rules 
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or  regulations  adopted  by  the  township  commissioners.  Before  acting 
upon  any  such  plans,  the  commissioners  may,  in  their  discretion,  arrange 
for  a public  hearing,  after  giving  such  notice  as  they  may  deem  desirable 
in  each  case.  The  township  commissioners  are  authorized  to  alter  such 
plans,  and  to  specify  any  changes  or  modifications  of  any  kind  which 
they,  in  their  discretion,  may  deem  necessary  with  respect  thereto,  and 
may  make  their  approval  of  such  plans  subject  to  any  such  alterations, 
changes  or  modifications.  Any  plans  when  so  approved  shall  be  signed, 
in  duplicate,  on  behalf  of  the  township  by  such  officer  as  the  com- 
missioners may  designate,  and  an  approved  duplicate  copy  shall  be  filed 
in  the  township  engineer’s  office  or  other  j^roper  office,  where  the  same 
shall  be  available  to  public  inspection.  No  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley,  or 
any  drainage  facilities  in  connection  therewith,  shall  be  opened,  con- 
structed, or  dedicated  for  public  use  or  travel,  except  in  strict  accordance 
with  plans  so  approved  by  the  commissioners,  or  with  further  plans  sub- 
sequently approved  by  them  in  the  same  manner,  and  until  such  plan, 
and  the  approval  thereof,  has  been  recorded  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Section  2021.  Appeals  Where  Commissioners  Refuse  Approval. 
In  any  case  where  the  township  commissioners  shall  refuse  to  approve 
any  plans  submitted  to  them  in  accordance  with  this  act,  any  person 
aggrieved  by  the  action  of  the  commissioners  may,  within  thirty  days 
after  such  action,  appeal  therefrom  by  petition  to  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  county,  which  court  shall  hear  the  matter  de  novo,  and, 
after  hearing,  may  enter  a decree  affirming,  reversing,  or  modifying  the 
action  of  the  commissioners  as  may  appear  just  in  the  premises.  The 
court  shall  designate  the  manner  in  which  notices  of  the  hearing  of  any 
such  appeal  shall  be  given  to  all  parties  interested.  The  decision  of  the 
court  shall  be  final. 

The  action  of  the  township  commissioners,  or  of  the  court  on  appeal, 
in  approving  any  such  plans,  and  an  approved  duplicate  copy  of  such 
plans,  shall  be  recorded  by  the  person  applying  for  such  approval  in  the 
office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  the  county. 

Section  2022.  No  Responsibility  on  Township  Where  Plans  not 
Approved.  If  any  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley,  or  any  drainage  facilities 
in  connection  therewith,  shall  be  opened,  constructed,  or  dedicated  for 
public  use  or  travel,  except  in  strict  accordance  with  plans  approved,  as 
provided  in  this  subdivision,  neither  the  township  commissioners  nor 
any  public  authorities  shall  place,  construct,  or  operate  any  sewer,  drain, 
water  pipe,  or  other  facilities,  or  do  any  work  of  any  kind,  in  or  upon 
such  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley ; and  neither  the  township  commissioners, 
nor  any  other  public  authorities,  shall  have  any  responsibility  of  any  kind 
with  respect  to  any  such  road,  street,  lane,  alley,  or  drainage  facilities, 
notwithstanding  any  use  of  the  same  by  the  public : Provided,  however. 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  laying  of  trunk  sewers, 
drains,  water  or  gas  mains,  if  required  by  engineering  necessity  for  the 
accommodation  of  other  territory. 

Section  2023.  Entry  of  Lands.  The  township  commissioners  and 
their  representatives  and  workmen  may  enter  upon  any  land  and  property, 
and  maintain  marks  and  monuments,  so  far  as  the  commissioners  deem 
necessary  in  carrying  out  their  powers  and  duties  of  this  subdivision. 

Section  2024.  Penalty.  Any  person,  copartnership,  or  corporation 
who  or  which  shall  construct,  open,  or  dedicate  any  road,  street,  lane,  or 
alley,  or  any  drainage  facilities  in  connection  therewith,  for  public  use 
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or  travel  in  any  township,  without  having  first  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  subdivision,  and  of  any  ordinances  or  resolutions  of  the 
township  authorities  adopted  pursuant  hereto,  shall  be  guilty  of  a mis- 
demeanor, and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  such  person  or  the  members  of 
such  copartnership  or  the  officers  of  such  corporation,  responsible  for 
such  violation,  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
two  years  or  pay  a line  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  l)oth,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Section  2025.  Powers  o£  State  and  Counties  Preserved.  Nothing 
contained  in  this  subdivision  shall  be  held  to  restrict  or  limit  the  State 
Department  of  Highways,  or  any  county,  in  the  exercise  of  any  of  its 
duties,  powers,  and  functions  under  the  provisions  of  any  act  of  As- 
sembly now  in  force  or  hereafter  to  be  enacted. 

(d)  Relocation,  Alteration  and  Vacation  of  Roads  in  or  Xcar  State  Parks 

Section  2030.  Agreements  to  Relocate,  Alter  and  Vacate  Roads. 
Whenever  a public  road  or  highway  within  a park  or  public  ground,  title 
to  which  park  or  public  grounds  is  vested  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
is  laid  out,  located,  relocated,  altered,  or  vacated,  in  such  manner  that 
a public  road  or  highway,  approaching,  leading  into,  or  contiguous  to 
such  park  or  public  grounds,  shall  become  either  useless,  inconvenient,  or 
burdensome,  such  public  road  or  highwav,  approaching,  leading  into,  or 
contiguous  to  such  park  or  public  grounds,  may  be  altered,  relocated,  or 
vacated,  by  the  township  commissioners,  charged  with  the  duty  of  main- 
tain such  roads  or  highways,  in  whole  or  in  part  for  the  purpose  of 
making  it  convenient  and  suitable  as  an  approach  to  the  roads  and  high- 
ways within  said  park  or  public  grounds,  upon  the  consent  and  agreement 
of:  (a)  the  commissioners  or  officials  charged  with  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  said  park  or  public  grounds;  (b)  the  township  commissioners 
charged  with  the  duty  of  maintaining  said  roads  or  highways,  approach- 
ing, leading  into,  or  contiguous  to  said  park  or  public  grounds;  and  (c) 
the  property  owners  owning  the  majority  of  the  frontage  of  land 
abutting  upon  the  relocated  portion  of  the  roads  or  highway,  approaching, 
leading  into,  or  contiguous  to  said  park  or  public  grounds. 

Section  2031.  Agreement  to  Be  Filed  in  Court.  Effect  of  Filing. 
The  filing  of  the  consent  and  agreement  of  commissioners  or  officials 
charged  with  the  care  and  management  of  such  park  or  public  grounds, 
the  township  commissioners  charged  with  the  maintenance  of  said  roads 
and  highways,  and  of  the  property  owners,  provided  for  in  the  jmeceding 
section,  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  or  counties  in 
which  the  altered,  relocated,  or  vacated  road  or  highway  is  situate,  shall 
have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  the  filing  and  the  appr(j\-al  and  absolute 
confirmation  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  a report  of  viewers  ap- 
pointed in  accordance  with  the  general  road  law.  and  shall  ha^'e  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  though  said  viewers  had  laid  out.  located,  relocated, 
altered,  or  vacated  such  road  or  highwav  in  accordance  with  the  agree- 
ment filed  as  aforesaid,  and  the  report  of  said  viewers  had  been  filed,  ap- 
proved and  absolutely  confirmed  by  the  court. 

The  filing  of  said  agreement  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall 
be  conclusive  as  to  the  question  of  the  necessity  for  the  laying  out,  loca- 
tion, relocation,  alteration,  or  vacation  of  said  roads  nr  highways,  as 
contained  in  the  said  agreement,  and  that  the  portion  or  portions  of  said 
road  or  highway  abandoned  or  vacated  were  useless,  inconvenient,  and 
burdensome. 
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Section  2032.  Altered  and  Relocated  Roads  Declared  Township 
Roads.  Such  road  or  highway,  when  altered  or  relocated,  shall  be  main- 
tained and  repaired  in  the  same  manner  as  other  township  roads  are 
maintained  and  repaired. 

Section  2033.  Assessment  of  Damages.  The  owner  of  any  land 
through  which  any  public  road  or  highway  may  l^e  relocated  as  pro- 
vided for  in  the  provisions  of  this  act,  may  apply  by  petition  to  the 
court  of  cjuarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county,  setting  forth  the  injury 
which  he  or  she  may  have  sustained  by  reason  of  the  relocation  of  the 
said  public  road  or  highway,  and  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  assess- 
ment and  payment  of  damages  of  said  land  owner  shall  be  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  proceedings  for  the  assessment  of 
damages  and  benefits. 


(e)  Elimination  of  Curves 

Section  2035.  Any  township  may  accpiire,  by  purchase  or  by  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  such  property  and  lands  situate  along  or  ad- 
jacent to  any  township  highway,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners 
of  such  township  may  be  necessary  to  eliminate  dangerous  curves. 

Upon  any  such  purchase  or  condemnation  the  proper  authorities  of 
any  township,  having  had  such  property  and  lands  condemned  may,  from 
time  to  time,  abate  or  remove  or  cause  to  be  abated  or  removed,  any  such 
dangerous  curve  or  curves,  to  the  extent  of  the  property  and  land  so 
acquired. 

The  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  such  property  and  lands 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  and  for  the  assessment  of  damages 
for  property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall  be  taken  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  now  provided  by  this  act  for  the  condemnation  of  land  by 
townships. 

(f)  Acqtiisition  of  Unobstructed  Viezvs  at  Curves  and  Intersections 

Section  2040.  Any  township,  may  accjuire,  by  purchase  or  by  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  a free  and  unobstructed  view  down  and  across 
such  lands  located  at  or  near  the  intersection  of  any  two  highways,  or 
a highway  and  a railroad  or  railway,  or  at  any  curve  in  any  highway,  as 
may  be  necessary  to  assure  a free  and  unobstructed  view  in  all  directions 
at  such  crossings,  and  to  so  prevent  the  use  of  such  lands  for  any  pur- 
pose or  in  any  manner  which  may  interfere  with  or  obstruct  the  vision 
of  any  person  or  persons  traveling  upon  any  such  highway. 

Upon  any  such  condemnation  the  township  commissioners,  having 
had  such  view  condemned,  may,  from  time  to  time,  abate  or  remove  or 
cause  to  be  abated  or  removed,  any  obstruction  to  such  view  over  and 
across  such  lands. 

The  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  such  view  over  and  across 
such  lands  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  for  the  assessment  of 
damages  for  property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall  be  taken  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  in  this  act  for  the  condemnation  of  land  by 
townships. 

Upon  the  condemnation  of  a view  over  and  across  any  lands  for 
the  purposes  of  this  section,  the  owner  of  such  lands  may  make  every 
such  use  thereof  as  will  not  interfere  with  a free  and  unobstructed  view 
at  such  dangerous  crossing  or  curve,  and,  unless  specially  provided  for 
in  siich  condemnation  proceedings,  such  condemnation  shall  not  be  con- 
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strued  to  prevent  the  owner  thereof  from  using  such  land  for  pasture 
or  the  growing  of  grass,  oats,  wheat,  or  other  crops  which  will  not  ob- 
struct the  vision  more  than  wheat. 

(g)  Changing  or  Altering  Roads  by  Agreement  zinth  Property  Owners 

Section  2045.  Whenever  the  commissioners  of  any  township  deem 
it  advisable  to  construct,  change,  or  alter  any  part  of  any  public  road 
under  their  supervision,  and  can  agree  with  the  property  owners  affected 
by  such  change  as  to  damages,  they  may,  upon  payment  of  damages 
agreed  upon,  change  or  alter  such  part  of  such  public  road  as  contem- 
plated in  such  agreement  without  the  formality  of  a view. 

No  such  change  or  alteration  of  any  part  of  any  public  road  shall 
be  made,  the  costs  and  expenses  of  which,  to  such  township,  including 
damages,  shall  exceed  three  hundred  dollars.  A petition  setting  forth  the 
facts,  accompanied  by  a map  or  draft  of  such  proposed  change,  shall  be 
presented  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  for  approval  before  such  actual 
change  is  made ; whereupon  the  new  location,  approved  by  the  court, 
shall  be  taken  to  be  the  public  road  and  the  old  location  shall  be  vacated. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  a 
township  from  paying  for  curbs,  gutters,  sidewalks  and  retaining  walls 
necessitated  by  such  construction,  change,  alteration  or  widening  in  cases 
where  the  land  necessary  therefor  is  dedicated  to  the  township  for  public 
use. 


(h)  Grading,  Curbing,  Paznng,  Macadamising  Roads  or  Streets 
on  Petition  and  Assessment  According  to 
Benefits 

Section  2050.  Proceedings  on  Petition.  Upon  the  petition  of  a 
I,  majority  of  property  owners  in  interest  and  number,  abutting  on  the 
ii  line  of  any  proposed  improvement,  to  be  verified  by  the  affidavit  of  at 
:!  least  one  of  the  petitioners,  a majority  in  interest  of  owners  of  undivided 
’ interests  in  any  piece  of  property  to  be  treated  as  one  person,  a township 
may  grade,  curb,  pave,  or  macadamize,  or  otherwise  improve  any  road, 
street  or  alley,  or  part  thereof,  or  which  may  be,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
boundaries  thereof,  and  provide  for  the  necessary  drainage  thereof  ; and 
; may  also  provide  for  the  improvement  of  any  street,  road,  lane,  or  alley, 
and  any  sections  or  parts  thereof,  in  length,  in  the  space  between  the  curb, 
j gutter,  or  actual  carriage-way  line  and  the  property  line,  either  by  an 
original  work  or  improvement  thereon,  or  by  a change,  repair,  renewal, 
or  alteration  in  the  said  highway,  curb,  parking  spaces,  or  shade  trees,  or 
; by  changing,  altering,  renewing,  replanting,  pruning,  or  otherwise  im- 
j proving  the  same,  in  any  or  all  of  said  particulars. 

i Section  2051.  Grading  Restrictions.  In  grading  a road,  street, 

j lane  or  alley,  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  raise  the  highway  above  the  ordinary 
grade  when  a drain  or  culvert  is  constructed  under  such  highway,  or 
! where  a highway  is  constructed  over  such  drain  or  culvert. 

! Section  2052.  Notice.  The  majority  in  interest  and  number  re- 

quired for  such  petitions  shall  be  fixed  as  of  the  date  of  such  petition. 

I After  the  passage  of  any  ordinance  for  the  grading,  curbing,  paving,  or 
macadamizing,  or  otherwise  improving  any  street  or  allev,  notice  shall 
be  given,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  by  handbills  posted  in  conspicuous 
places  along  the  line  of  the  proposed  improvement. 
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Section  2053.  Contents  of  Notice.  The  notice  shall  state  the 
fact  and  the  date  of  the  passage  of  such  ordinance,  that  the  petition  for 
the  iinprovenient  was  signed  by  a majority  in  interest  and  number  of 
owners  of  property  abutting  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  improvement, 
and  that  any  person  interested,  denying  the  fact  that  said  petition  was 
so  signed,  may  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  within 
tliirty  days  from  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Section  2054.  Appeals  from  Ordinance.  Any  person  interested 
may,  within  thirty  days  from  the  passage  of  such  ordinance,  present  a 
l)etition  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  setting  forth  the 
facts;  wIicrcui)on  the  court  shall  determine  whether  such  improvement 
was  petitioned  for  by  the  requisite  majority.  If  the  court  shall  find  that 
it  was  not  so  i)ctitioned  for,  it  shall  quash  the  ordinance;  but,  if  it  shall 
find  that  it  was  so  petitioned  for,  it  shall  approve  the  same.  If  no  appeal 
shall  l)e  taken,  or  if  the  court,  on  appeal,  shall  approve  the  ordinance, 
the  township  may  proceed  with  the  improvement,  and  thereafter  all 
parties  shall  be  estopped  from  denying  the  fact  that  such  petition  was 
]iropcrly  signed. 

Section  2055.  Assessment  of  Damages  and  Benefits  by  Viewers. 
( )n  petition,  viewers  shall  he  appointed,  as  provided  in  this  act,  who  shall 
assess  tlie  damages,  costs,  and  expenses  of  such  grading,  curbing,  paving, 
or  macadamizing,  or  jiarking,  shade  tree  planting,  or  changing,  altering, 
renewing,  replanting,  ]n‘uning,  or  improving,  including  the  expenses  for 
necessary  drainage,  upon  the  property  benefited,  according  to  benefits, 
if  sufficient  can  he  found;  hut,  if  not,  the  deficiency,  when  ascertained, 
shall  he  paid  hy  the  township.  The  proceedings  of  the  viewers  and  the 
])rocccdings  on  their  report  shall  he  as  provided  in  this  act  for  such 
])rocecdings. 

Section  2056.  Assessments  to  Bear  Interest.  Collection.  All 
such  assessments  for  benefits  if  not  paid  within  thirty  days  shall  bear 
interest  as  provided  hy  this  act  in  such  cases;  and  if  any  such  assessment 
remains  unpaid  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  solicitor  to  collect  the 
same  with  interest,  by  action  of  assumpsit,  or  by  a lien  to  be  filed  and 
collected  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  filing  and  collection  of 
municipal  claims.  When  an  owner  has  two  or  more  lots  against  which 
there  is  an  assessment  for  the  same  improvement,  all  of  such  lots  shall 
he  embraced  in  one  claim. 

(i)  Grading,  Garbing,  Paving  or  Macadamising  Streets  and 
Collection  of  Cost  by  Foot  Front  Rule 

Section  2060.  Proceedings  With  or  Without  Petition.  Town- 
ships, with  petition  or  without  petition,  may  grade,  curb,  gutter,  pave, 
macadamize,  or  otherwise  improve,  roads,  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  or 
parts  thereof,  or  a particular  width  or  additional  widths  thereof,  with 
or  without  the  assistance  or  contribution  of  the  State,  county,  or  a 
corporation  occupying  the  thoroughfare,  and  assess  and  collect  the  whole 
cost  thereof,  or  the  whole  cost  not  thus  aided  or  contributed,  or  any  part 
thereof,  from  the  owners  of  real  estate  abutting  on  the  improvement,  by 
an  equal  assessment  on  the  foot-front,  including  the  expense  of  the  neces- 
sary drainage.  Such  power  may  be  exercised  as  to  any  township  road, 
street,  lane,  or  alley  or  any  State  or  State-aid  highway  or  county  road 
or  highway.  The  board  of  commissioners  may  make  equitable  adjust- 
ments for  corner  lots,  or  lots  of  irregular  shape,  where  an  assessment 
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for  full  frontage  would  be  unjust.  Property  not  otherwise  assessable 
shall  become  assessable  by  the  petition  of  the  owner  or  the  owner’s 
representative.  In  all  cases  where  the  whole  width  of  the  highway  is 
being  paved,  without  State  or  county  aid,  and  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  total  cost  is  proposed  to  be  assessed  on  abutters,  the  township  shall, 
for  this  purpose,  be  considered  as  owner  of  non-assessable  property,  of 
street  and  alley  intersections,  and  of  the  deducted  frontage  on  equitable 
adjustments.  On  petition  of  owners  representing  two-thirds  of  the 
number  of  feet  of  assessable  properties  abutting  on  the  proposed  im- 
provement, the  total  cost  of  the  improvement,  or  a lesser  amount  if  the 
township  desires,  may  be  assessed  on  the  assessable  properties  abutting, 
without  any  deduction  for  non-assessable  property,  or  street  and  alley 
intersections,  or  for  the  equitable  adjustments  aforesaid : Provided,  That 
the  petition  states  that  the  total  cost  may  be  assessed  on  the  abutters. 

Section  2061.  Grading  Restrictions.  In  grading  a road,  street, 
lane  or  alley,  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  raise  the  highway  above  the  ordinary 
grade  when  a drain  or  culvert  is  constructed  under  such  highway,  or 
where  a highway  is  constructed  over  such  drain  or  culvert. 

Section  2062.  Notices  of  Assessments.  The  secretary  of  the 
township  shall  cause  thirty-days’  notice  of  the  assessment  to  be  given 
to  each  party  assessed,  either  by  service  on  the  owner  or  his  agent,  or 
left  on  the  assessed  premises. 

Section  2063.  Collection  of  Assessments.  If  any  assessment 
shall  remain  unpaid  at  the  expiration  of  the  notice,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  township  solicitor  to  collect  the  same,  with  interest  from  the  time 
of  completion  of  the  improvement,  by  action  of  assumpsit,  or  by  a lien 
to  be  filed  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  municipal  claims.  When 
an  owner  has  two  or  more  lots,  against  which  there  is  an  assessment  for 
the  same  improvement,  all  of  such  lots  shall  be  embraced  in  one  claim. 

(j)  Ditches,  Drains  and  Watercourses 

Section  2065.  Power  to  Enter  Lands.  When  road  material  can- 
not be  conveniently  obtained  by  contract  at  reasonable  prices,  the  com- 
missioners of  townships,  may  enter  upon  any  land  or  enclosure  within 
their  township,  lying  near  the  road,  and  dig,  gather,  and  carry  upon  the 
road  any  stones,  sand,  or  gravel  which  they  think  necessary  to  make, 
maintain,  or  repair  the  road.  In  exercising  such  right  they  shall  do  no 
unnecessary  damage  to  the  owners  of  the  land,  and  shall  repair  any 
breaches  of  fences  which  they  make. 

Section  2066.  Viewers  to  Fix  Damages.  Whenever  the  commis- 
sioners and  the  owners  of  any  such  materials  cannot  agree  upon  the 
price  to  be  paid  therefor,  the  value  of  such  materials  shall  be  assessed 
by  viewers  to  be  appointed  and  to  make  report  as  provided  in  this  act  in 
the  case  of  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

Section  2067.  Ditches,  Drains  and  Watercourses.  Approval  of 
plans.  No  person  shall  stop,  fill  up,  confine,  pave  or  otherwise  interfere 
with  any  drain,  ditch,  watercourse,  or  drainage  facilities,  in  a township, 
without  first  submitting  suitable  plans  thereof  to  the  township  commis- 
sioirers  for  their  approval.  Such  plans  shall  be  prepared  in  accordance 
with  such  rules  or  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  commissioners, 
and  shall  show  the  exact  nature  of  the  work  to  be  performed.  Before 
acting  upon  any  such  plan,  the  commissioners  ma}',  in  their  discretion, 
arrange  for  a public  hearing,  after  giving  such  notice  as  they  may  deem 
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desirable  in  each  case.  The  commissioners  are  authorized  to  alter  such 
plans,  and  to  specify  any  changes  or  modifications  of  any  kind  which  they, 
in  their  discretion,  may  deem  necessary  with  respect  thereto,  and  may 
make  their  approval  of  such  plans,  subject  to  any  such  alterations,  changes 
or  modifications.  Any  plans,  when  so  approved,  shall  be  signed  on  behalf 
of  the  township  by  such  officer  as  the  commissioners  may  designate,  and 
shall  be  filed  in  the  township  offices  where  the  same  shall  be  available 
for  public  inspection.  No  drain,  ditch,  watercourse,  or  drainage  facilities, 
shall  be  constructed,  altered,  stopped,  filled  up,  confined,  paved,  or  other- 
wise interfered  with,  except  in  strict  accordance  with  plans  so  approved 
by  the  commissioners,  or  with  further  plans  subsequently  approved  by 
them  in  the  same  manner.  No  township  shall  have  any  responsibility 
with  respect  to  conditions  arising  as  a result  of  the  failure  on  the  part 
of  any  person  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this  act. 

The  township  commissioners  may  enter  upon  any  lands  or  enclosures, 
and  cut,  open,  maintain,  and  repair  such  drains  or  ditches  through  the 
same  as,  in  their  judgment  are  necessary  to  carry  the  water  from  the 
roads,  streets,  lanes,  or  alleys. 

If  any  person  shall  stop,  fill  up,  or  confine,  pave,  or  otherwise  in- 
terfere with  any  such  drain  or  ditch,  watercourse,  or  drainage  facilities, 
or  shall  divert  or  change  the  course  thereof,  without  the  approval  of  the 
commissioners  as  herein  provided,  such  person  shall  be  guilty  of  a mis- 
demeanor and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
two  years,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  be  held  to  restrict  or  limit 
the  State  Department  of  Highways  or  any  county  in  the  exercise  of  any 
of  its  powers  and  duties  under  the  provisions  of  any  law  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

(k)  Cutting  Trees  or  Shrubbery  Within  Limits  of  Highways 

Section  2070.  Saving  Trees  and  Shrubbery.  Where  any  highway 
passes  through  or  along  forested  lands,  wild  lands,  or  uncultivated  lands, 
no  trees  growing  within  the  limits  of  such  highway  at  a distance  beyond 
fifteen  feet  on  either  side  of  the  center  line  thereof,  and  which  measure 
four  inches  or  over  in  diameter  at  a point  two  feet  from  the  surface  of 
the  ground,  shall  be  cut  down  or  destroyed  by  the  commissioners  or 
persons  employed  by  them  or  any  other  person,  without  first  obtaining 
the  consent  of  the  abutting  owners. 

Whenever  any  highway,  running  through  improved  or  cultivated 
lands,  has  been  opened,  and  there  are  growing,  along  the  roadsides  and 
within  the  road  limits,  shrubs  or  trees  not  interfering  with  public  travel, 
no  commissioners  or  other  persons  in  their  employ,  shall  remove,  cut, 
injure,  or  destroy,  or  in  any  other  manner  interfere  with  such  shrubs 
or  trees.  If  such  removal  or  cutting  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  the  highway  at  its  highest  efficiency  the  commis- 
sioners or  other  persons  in  their  employ,  may  so  cut  or  remove  such 
shrubs  or  trees,  after  notifying  the  abutting  property  owners  and  entering 
into  an  agreement  with  them  relating  to  the  removal,  cutting  or  inter- 
ference with  said  shrubs  or  trees. 

Section  2071.  Court  Orders  for  Removals.  In  either  of  the 
cases  set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  if  the  consent  or  agreement  of 
the  abutting  property  owners  cannot  be  obtained,  the  board  of  commis- 
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sioners  may  appeal  to  a judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  The  judge 
shall  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  after  hearing  all  parties  in 
interest  shall  make  such  order  as  seems  just,  having  due  regard  for  the 
demand  for  road  improvement  as  well  as  for  the  preservation  of  the  trees 
or  shrubs.  From  such  order  there  shall  be  no  appeal. 

Section  2072.  Logs  and  Cordwood  Property  of  Owner.  All 
logs,  cordwood,  branch  wood,  or  other  forms  of  wood  which  shall  be 
derived  from  the  destruction  or  removal  of  any  trees  growing  along  the 
highways,  shall  be  surrendered  to  and  remain  the  property  of  the  abutting 
owners. 

Section  2073.  Brush  and  Refuse.  The  commissioners  may  clear 
out  brush  and  other  refuse  from  along  the  sides  of  the  road  to  the  legal 
width  thereof.  All  such  clearing  and  removal  of  brush  and  refuse  shall 
be  confined  to  growth  that  is  within  the  limits  hereinabove  described,  and 
to  the  removal  of  branches  that  in  any  w'ay  interfere  wfith  public  travel. 
No  other  injury,  by  fire,  cutting,  abrasion,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  done  to 
the  standing  timber. 

Section  2074.  Penalty.  If  any  commissioner,  or  person  in  their 
employ,  or  any  other  person,  shall  cut  down,  kill,  or  injure  any  living 
tree,  growing  as  aforesaid,  and  of  a size  four  inches  in  diameter  or  greater 
at  a point  two  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  ground,  or  shall  violate  any 
other  provisions  of  the  preceding  sections  of  this  subdivision,  he  shall, 
upon  conviction  thereof  in  a summary  proceeding,  be  subject  to  a penalty 
of  not  more  than  five  dollars  for  every  tree  so  cut,  injured,  or  destroyed, 
with  costs  of  suit.  Such  penalty  shall  be  paid  to  the  township  treasurer. 
If  any  defendant,  upon  conviction  for  any  offense,  fails  or  refuses  to  pay 
the  fine  and  costs  imposed,  or  does  not  give  bond  with  approved  surety 
to  pay  the  same  within  ten  days,  he  shall  be  committed  to  the  county 
jail  for  not  more  than  thirty  days  or  until  he  has  paid  the  fine  and  costs 
in  full. 

Section  2075.  Removal  of  Obstruction.  Nothing  in  this  sub- 
division of  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  commissioners, 
or  other  persons  in  their  employ,  from  removing  such  roadside  trees 
which  may  be  thrown  down  by  the  wind  or  lodged  in  such  position  as  to 
be  a menace  to  public  travel,  or  which  by  reason  of  any  other  cause  be- 
come a source  of  danger  to  the  public.  Every  such  act  of  removal  shall 
be  made  with  due  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  so  as  to  pre- 
serve the  true  intent  and  purpose  of  this  subdivision. 

(1)  Protection  of  Highways  from  Snowdrifts 

Section  2078.  Whenever  any  roads,  streets  or  highways,  in  town- 
ships, are  so  located  as  to  render  them  liable,  on  account  of  high  wind 
during  the  winter  season,  to  be  so  filled  with  snow  as  to  make  them  im- 
passable, and  in  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners,  such  drifts  of  snow 
can  be  avoided  by  the  removal  of  any  fence  erected  along  either  side  of 
such  road,  street  or  highway  and  replacing  the  same  by  a fence  con- 
structed of  posts,  wire,  and  boards,  or  rail,  combined,  such  commissioners 
may  agree  with  the  owners  of  such  fences  upon  a plan  for  the  erection 
of  a fence  constructed  of  posts,  wire,  and  board,  or  rail,  combined.  The 
township  may  pay  the  owners  of  such  fences  a sum  not  to  exceed  the 
first  cost  of  the  wire  used  in  the  construction  of  such  fences.  The  wire 
used  in  the  construction  of  such  fences  shall  be  without  barbs.  This 
section  shall  not  apply  to  any  stone  wall,  hedge,  or  ornamental  fence. 
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(m)  Gitideposts  and  Index  Boards 

Section  2080.  Duty  to  Erect.  The  commissioners  of  townships 
shall  erect  posts  at  the  intersection  of  all  public  roads,  and  at  one  of  the 
angles  where  any  public  road  crosses  another  public  road,  and  shall 
firmly  fix  thereon  boards  or  metal  signs,  with  index  hands  pointing  to  the 
direction  of  such  roads,  providing  that  if  a tree,  trolley  pole, , telephone 
pole,  telegraph  pole  or  building  is  so  erected  that  it  can  be  used  in  place 
of  a post,  and  permission  has  been  secured  from  the  owner  thereof,  such 
tree,  pole,  or  building  may  be  used  in  place  of  a post.  On  such  boards 
and  signs  shall  be  inscribed,  in  large  and  legible  characters,  the  name  of 
the  town,  village,  or  place  to  which  such  roads  lead,  and  the  distance 
thereto  computed  in  miles : Provided,  That  where  any  public  highway 
intersects  or  crosses  a State  highway,  application  for  a permit  shall  be 
made  by  the  commissioners  to  the  State  Department  of  Highways  for 
the  erecting  of  such  signs. 

Section  2081.  Penalty  for  Destroying.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for 
any  person  to  wilfully  destroy,  remove,  injure,  or  deface  any  guide  post 
or  sign  or  index  board  erected  upon  or  near  any  public  street,  road,  or 
bridge  by  the  authorities  of  any  township,  or  erected,  with  the  consent 
of  the  authorities  having  jurisdiction  over  such  street,  road,  or  bridge, 
by  any  clul),  association,  or  other  organized  body  for  the  direction,  guid- 
ance, or  safety  of  travelers.  Any  person  violating  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  section  shall  upon  conviction,  in  a summary  proceeding,  be  sen- 
tenced to  pay  a fine  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars  and  not  more  than  twenty- 
five  dollars,  with  all  costs  of  prosecution,  together  with  the  value  of  such 
sign  so  destroyed,  removed,  or  defaced.  Fines  and  moneys  so  collected 
shall  l)e  paid  to  the  township  treasurer.  In  default  of  payment  of  said 
fine,  costs,  and  expenses,  he  shall  undergo  an  imprisonment  in  the  county 
jail  for  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  sixty  days. 

(n)  Highways  Crossing  Railroads.  Special  Uses  of  Highways. 

Section  2083.  Railroad  Crossings.  Every  township  constructing 
a highway  across  a railroad  shall  construct  the  same  above  or  below  the 
grade  thereof,  unless  permitted  by  the  Public  Service  Commission  to 
construct  the  same  at  grade. 

Any  such  crossing  of  a railroad  by  a highway,  or  any  vacation  of 
any  highway  crossing  a railroad,  shall  be  constructed  only  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sion. The  compensation  for  damages  to  the  owners  of  adjacent  property, 
taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall  be  ascertained,  fixed,  and  paid  in  the 
manner  prescribed  in  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

Section  2084.  Permits  for  Crossings.  No  railroad  or  street 
railway  shall  hereafter  be  constructed  upon  any  township  highway,  nor 
shall  any  railroad  or  street  railway  crossings,  nor  any  gas  pipe,  water 
pipe,  electric  conduits,  or  other  piping  be  laid  upon  or  in,  nor  shall  any 
telephone,  telegraph  or  electric  light  or  power  poles  or  any  coal  tipples, 
or  any  other  obstructions,  be  erected  upon  or  in,  any  portion  of  a town- 
ship highway,  except  under  such  conditions,  restrictions,  and  regulations, 
and  subject  to  the  payment  of  such  fees  for  permits,  as  may  be  prescribed 
and  required  by  tbe  board  of  township  commissioners,  not  exceeding  the 
reasonable  cost  of  issuing  the  permit  and  expense  of  inspecting  the  work 
authorized  by  such  permit  upon  completion  thereof.  All  fies  so  collected 
for  permits  shall  be  paid  into  the  township  treasury. 
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(o)  County-aid  in  the  Improvement  of  Township  Roads 

Section  2086,  Whenever  the  owners  of  the  majority  of  the  assessed 
valuation  of  real  property  within  any  township  desire  any  principal  road 
or  highway  within  the  township  to  be  improved  and  maintained  at  the 
joint  expense  of  the  county  and  township,  they  may  petition  the  com- 
missioners of  the  township  for  said  improvement,  and  require  them  to 
make  application  to  the  county  commissioners  for  such  improvement  and 
maintenance  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  existing  law. 

In  all  cases  where  the  township  commissioners  refuse  to  act  upon, 
or  unduly  delay  action  on,  any  petition  for  the  improvement  and  main- 
tenance of  any  road  or  highway,  any  citizen  taxpayer  of  the  township  or 
county  may,  by  petition,  present  the  facts  of  the  matter  to  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  requesting  the  court  to  order  such  action  thereon  as  the 
case  may  require.  If  after  due  hearing  had  before  said  court  it  shall 
appear  that  the  truth  of  the  matters  alleged  in  the  petition  are  sustained, 
the  court  shall  make  an  order  directing  the  township  commissioners  to 
forthwith  act  upon  said  application  or  applications,  and  that  the  said 
application  or  petition  for  the  improvement  be  forthwith  forwarded  to 
the  county  commissioners. 


(pj  Penal  Provisions 

Section  2088.  If  any  person  working  upon  any  road  or  highway 
in  any  township,  or  if  any  one  in  company  with  such  person,  shall  ask 
money  or  reward,  or  by  any  means  whatever  shall  extort  or  endeavor 
to  extort  any  money,  intoxicating  drink,  or  other  thing,  from  any  person 
traveling  upon  or  near  such  road  or  highway,  the  person  so  offending 
shall  for  every  such  offense  forfeit  and  pay  a sum  not  exceeding  five 
dollars. 

If  any  township  commissioner  shall  connive  with  any  person  so 
asking,  demanding,  or  contriving  to  extort  money,  intoxicating  drink,  or 
any  other  thing  from  any  person  traveling  as  aforesaid,  such  commis- 
sioner shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit  and  pay  a sum  not  exceeding 
ten  dollars. 

If  any  person  shall  stop  or  obstruct  any  public  road  or  highway  in 
any  township,  or  shall  commit  any  nuisance  thereon  by  felling  trees, 
making  fences,  turning  the  road,  or  in  any  other  way,  and  shall  not  on 
notice  given  by  the  township  commissioners,  forthwith  remove  the  ob- 
struction or  nuisance  and  repair  the  damages  done  to  such  road,  such 
person  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit  and  pay  a sum  not  more 
than  twenty-five  dollars.  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  debar  an  indict- 
ment for  any  such  nuisance,  as  in  case  of  misdemeanor  at  common  law. 

All  penalties  provided  for  in  this  section  shall  be  recovered  by  sum- 
mary proceeding. 

(q)  Opeiiing,  Making,  Amending,  and  Repairing  Highzvays  and 
Bridges  by  Contracts  zvith  Taxpayers 

Section  2090.  Taxpayers’  Rights.  Any  one  or  more  taxpayers 
of  any  township  may  acquire  the  right  to  furnish  all  the  materials  and 
labor  necessary  for  opening,  making,  amending,  and  repairing  the  public 
highways  and  bridges  of  such  township,  in  the  manner  and  under  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  this  subdivision  of  this  act. 
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Section  2091,  Petition  to  Court.  To  acquire  such  right  such  tax- 
payers shall,  before  the  beginning  of  the  township  fiscal  year,  present 
to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  a petition  setting  forth  that  he,  she,  it  or 
they,  are  the  owners  of  property  assessed  and  taxed  for  road  purposes 
in  such  township,  the  approximate  number  of  miles  of  public  road  in  such 
township,  and  the  ability  of  the  petitioner  or  petitioners  to  lay  out,  open, 
make,  amend,  and  repair  the  public  highways  and  bridges  of  such  town- 
ship wholly  at  his,  her,  its,  or  their  own  expense,  for  the  ensuing  township 
fiscal  year,  and  to  pay  the  other  expenses  of  such  township  as  hereinafter 
provided,  without  any  right  against  or  claim  upon  such  township  for 
or  by  reason  of  the  materials,  labor,  or  moneys  so  furnished. 

Section  2092.  Bond  of  Petitioners.  The  petitioners  shall,  with 
the  petition,  present  a bond  to  the  township,  in  a sum  equal  to  five 
hundred  dollars  for  each  mile  of  public  road  in  the  township,  with  one 
or  more  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  court,  conditioned  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  said  petitioner  or  petitioners  of  his,  her,  its, 
or  their  duty,  and  to  save  the  township  harmless  from  any  loss  or  claim 
by  reason  of  failure  so  to  perform  said  duty. 

Section  2093.  Notice  to  Commissioners  and  Auditors.  Notice 
of  the  intention  of  presenting  the  petition  and  bond,  and  of  the  time 
when  said  petition  and  bond  will  be  presented  to  the  court,  shall  be  given 
to  the  commissioners  and  auditors  of  the  township,  at  least  ten  days 
before  the  same  are  presented. 

Section  2094.  Contracts.  Stipulations.  When  the  petition,  bond, 
and  proof  of  the  notice  required  in  the  preceding  section,  are  presented 
to  the  court,  the  same  shall  be  ordered  filed;  and  the  court,  being  satisfied 
of  the  good  faith  of  the  petitioners  and  the  sufficienty  of  the  petition, 
bond,  and  notice,  shall  order  and  direct  the  commissioners,  on  behalf  of 
the  township,  to  enter  into  a contract  with  the  petitioner  or  petitioners. 
In  such  contract  the  petitioner  or  petitioners  shall  bind  him,  her,  or  itself 
or  themselves : 

First.  To  open,  make,  amend,  and  repair  the  public  highways  and 
bridges  of  the  township  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  in  a lawful  and 
workmanlike  manner,  wholly  at  the  expense  of  the  petitioner  or  peti- 
tioners, and  without  creating  thereby  any  claim  upon  or  right  against 
the  township  for  or  by  reason  of  the  materials,  labor,  or  money  for 
persons  employed. 

Second.  To  indemnify  and  save  harmless  the  township  from  all 
claim,  damage,  cost,  or  expense  of  whatever  kind,  for  or  by  reason  of 
any  act  or  omission  of  said  petitioner  or  petitioners  whereby  any  claim, 
suit,  or  other  demand  may  be  set  up  or  recovered  against  the  township. 

Third.  To  pay,  within  sixty  days  from  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year  to  the  following  officers  of  such  township,  the  following  sums,  to 
be  received  by  said  officers  in  full  for  all  demands  against  such,  township 
for  their  respective  services  as  such  officers  of  the  township  for  the  fiscal 
years  for  which  the  said  contract  is  made,  which  shall  be  in  lieu  of  the 
compensation  otherwise  in  this  act  provided  for  such  officers ; namely, — 
To  each  township  secretary,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars;  to  each  of  the 
auditors  of  such  township,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars ; to  an  attorney, 
to  be  elected  by  such  commissioners  as  counsel  for  the  township,  the 
sum  of  fifty  dollars ; to  each  commissioner,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 
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Section  2095.  No  Road  Tax  to  Be  Levied.  In  consideration  of 
the  obligations  set  out  in  the  preceding  section  to  be  assumed  and  per- 
formed by  the  petitioner  or  petitioners,  the  commissioners,  on  behalf  of 
such  township,  shall  stipulate  that  the  township  will  not  assess,  levy,  or 
collect  any  tax  for  road  purposes  during  the  hscal  year  for  which  such 
contract  is  made. 

Section  2096.  Inspections.  The  commissioners  shall  view  and 
inspect  the  making  and  repairing  of  the  roads  in  such  townships,  at  least 
once  during  every  month,  and  satisfy  themselves  that  the  petitioners  have 
fully  complied  with  their  contract,  before  final  settlement  and  expiration 
of  contract.  If,  at  any  time,  the  commissioners  shall  see  that  any  portion 
of  the  roads  need  repair,  they  shall  notify  the  petitioners  to  repair  the 
same.  In  case  said  petitioners  fail  to  repair  said  road  within  five  days 
after  notice,  the  commissioners  are  empowered  to  purchase  such  materials 
and  employ  such  men  as  may  be  necessary  to  repair  such  road,  and  charge 
the  same  to  the  petitioners. 


ARTICLE  XXI 

Boundary  Roads  and  Highways 

(a)  Opening,  Repairing  and  Improving  on  Division  Line  of  Townships 

Section  2101.  Roads  or  highways  laid  out  on  a line  which  divides 
two  townships  shall  be  opened,  made,  kept  clear  and  in  repair,  at  the 
joint  and  equal  charge  of  such  townships.  Any  township  necessarily  in- 
curring more  than  its  due  proportion  of  such  charge  may  recover  the 
excess  so  incurred  from  the  other  township. 

When  any  public  road  is  laid  on  the  line  of  two  townships,  if  the 
commissioners  or  supervisors  of  either  township  neglect  or  refuse  to 
join  with  the  commissioners  or  supervisors  of  the  other  township  in 
opening  or  repairing  such  road,  the  commissioners  or  supervisors  of  the 
other  township  shall  open,  amend,  and  repair  the  road,  and  are  authorized 
to  collect  a just  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  opening  and  repairing  of 
such  road  from  the  township  so  neglecting  or  refusing  to  join  in  such 
opening  or  repairing.  The  commissioners  or  supervisors  so  neglecting 
or  refusing  shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  of  not  less  than  four  dollars  and 
not  exceeding  fifty,  to  be  recovered  in  a summary  proceeding.  All  such 
penalties  when  recovered  shall  be  paid  into  the  township  road  fund. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  Roads  Between  Tozvnship  and  Cities  or  Boroughs 

Section  2105.  Whenever  any  road  or  street  is  on  the  boundary 
line  between  any  township  and  any  city  or  borough,  such  road  or  street 
shall  be  maintained  jointly  by  the  city  or  borough  and  the  township. 
For  the  purpose  of  maintaining  any  such  road  or  street,  the  authorities 
of  any  such  township  are  hereby  directed  to  enter  into  agreements  with 
such  city  or  borough,  providing  the  manner  in  which  the  same  shall  be 
maintained,  and  providing  for  the  division  of  the  cost  of  maintenance 
between  the  city  or  borough  and  township.  If  any  such  city  or  borough 
and  township  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  enter  into  any  such  contract,  or  if 
the  city  or  borough  and  township  cannot  agree,  any  taxpayer  or  the 
corporate  authorities  of  the  township  may  present  a petition  to  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county,  setting  forth  the  facts,  and  the  court, 
after  hearing,  of  which  such  notice  shall  be  given  to  all  parties  interested 
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as  the  court  may  direct,  shall  make  an  order  directing  the  manner  of 
such  maintenance  and  the  division  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  between 
the  city  or  borough  and  the  township.  The  action  of  the  court  shall 
be  final. 

(c)  Highway,  the  Centre  Line  of  Which  Is  the  Dividing  Line  Between 

Townships  and  Boroughs  or  Cities  in  the  Same  County 

Section  2110,  Whenever  the  centre  line  of  any  highway  consti- 
tutes the  dividing  line  between  a township  and  any  city  or  borough  lo- 
cated in  the  same  county,  the  commissioners  of  the  township,  may,  jointly 
with  the  county,  enter  into  a contract  with  the  city  or  borough  providing 
for  the  grading,  curbing,  and  macadamizdng  or  paving  of  such  highway. 

Such  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  constructed,  and  subsequent 
repairs  shall  be  made,  under  the  supervision  of  the  proper  authorities 
of  the  city  or  borough,  in  compliance  with  the  laws  governing  the  con- 
struction of  such  alterations  or  improvements  in  such  city  or  borough, 
and  with  plans  and  specifications  to  be  agreed  upon  in  writing  between 
the  commissioners  of  the  township  and  the  city  or  borough  and  the 
commissioners  of  the  county. 

The  cost  of  any  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  borne  one-balf 
by  the  city  or  borough  and  one-half  by  the  county  and  township  in 
equal  portions. 

The  cost  of  repairs  shall  be  borne  one-half  by  the  city  or  borough 
and  one-half  by  the  township,  or  by  the  county  and  township  in  equal 
portions,  or  such  other  proportions  as  are  agreed  upon  in  the  joint  con- 
tract of  the  township  with  the  county. 

(d)  Highway,  the  Centre  Line  of  Which  Is  the  Dividing  Line  Between 

Townships  and  Cities  in  an  Adjacent  County  . 

Section  2115.  Whenever  the  centre  line  of  any  highway  constitutes 
a dividing  line  between  a township  and  a city  located  in  an  adjacent 
county,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  commissioners,  to  enter  into 
a contract  with  the  county  in  which  it  is  located,  and  with  the  city, 
providing  for  the  grading,  curbing,  macadamizing,  or  paving  of  the 
roadway  of  said  highway,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  borne  one-half  by  the 
city,  and  one-half  by  the  township  and  the  county  in  which  such  town- 
ship shall  be  situated  in  equal  portions. 

The  said  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  constructed,  and  sub- 
sequent repairs  shall  be  made,  under  the  supervision  of  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  said  city,  in  compliance  with  existing  laws  governing 
such  construction  or  improvement  of  such  city,  and  in  further  compliance 
with  plans  and  specifications  to  be  agreed  upon  in  writing  between  such 
city  and  the  commissioners  of  the  county  and  the  township  commissioners 
of  the  said  township.  The  cost  of  repairs  shall  be  borne  one-half  by 
the  city,  and  one-half  by  the  township  or  by  the  county  and  town- 
ship in  equal  portions  or  such  other  proportions  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  county  and  township. 

In  all  cases  in  which  it  shall  be  found  impossible  to  enter  into  such 
contract  or  agreement  as  is  provided  for  in  this  section,  or  where  either 
the  city  or  the  township  or  the  county  in  which  such  township  is  situated 
shall  refuse  to  enter  into  such  contract  or  agreement,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  township  to  present  its  petition  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
either  county,  setting  forth  the  facts  and  circumstances,  including  the 
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condition  of  the  highway  from  which  the  necessity  or  desirability  for 
the  grading,  curbing,  macadamizing,  or  paving  of  tlie  roadway  appears, 
and  the  estimated  cost  thereof,  and  that  the  terms  of  the  said  contract 
as  provided  for  in  this  section  cannot  be  agreed  upon  by  the  said  city 
and  the  county  or  township,  or  either  or  any  of  them,  or  that  either 
such  city  or  the  county  or  township,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  refuses 
to  enter  into  such  contract.  Such  petition  may  pray  that  such  court 
may,  after  hearing  all  the  parties  concerned,  make  its  order  or  decree, 
defining  the  nature  and  character  of  the  improvement  reasonably  neces- 
sary or  desirable  to  be  made  to  the  roadway,  and  requiring  the  parties 
hereinabove  specified  to  enter  into  a contract  or  contracts  for  the  making 
and  constructing  of  the  same  as  herein  provided  for.  A copy  of  the 
said  petition,  duly  certified,  shall  be  served  upon  the  city  or  the  county 
and  township  concerned,  other  than  the  petitioner,  with  notice  of  such 
day  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  court  for  the  hearing.  Thereupon  either 
or  both  of  the  parties  served  with  such  notice  shall  be  entitled,  on  or 
before  such  date,  to  file  in  the  said  court  its  answer  to  the  said  petition, 
setting  forth  its  version  of  the  facts  or  such  other  matters  in  relation 
thereto  as  may  he  deemed  necessary  or  proper  by  it.  'I'lie  said  court, 
upon  the  date  so  fixed  or  at  such  other  time  as  it  may  appoint,  shall  hear 
the  evidence  of  the  parties,  or  it  may  refer  the  matter  to  a master,  who 
shall  hear  the  testimony  of  the  parties  and  report  his  findings,  in  the 
same  manner  and  under  the  same  procedure  as  provided  by  the  rules 
in  equity  in  similar  cases,  to  the  said  court,  which  may  reject,  confirm, 
or  modify  the  same,  and  may  make  its  decree  or  order  directing  the 
making  of  such  alterations  or  improvements  to  the  roadway  as  may  be 
deemed  reasonably  necessary  or  desirable  and  providing  for  the  sharing 
of  the  cost  of  such  improvements,  one-half  by  the  city,  and  one-half 
by  the  county  and  township  in  equal  portions.  The  said  order  or  decree 
may  further  provide  that  the  repairs  to  such  alterations  and  improve- 
ments subsequently  required  shall  be  borne  one-half  by  the  city,  and 
one-half  by  the  county  or  township  in  equal  portions  or  such  other  propor- 
tions as  between  the  county  and  the  township  as  such  court  may  find 
to  be  legal  and  proper ; and  thereupon  the  said  grading,  curbing, 
macadamizing,  or  paving  of  the  roadw'ay  of  such  highway  shall  proceed 
in  accordance  with  the  decree  or  order  of  the  said  court  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  contract  or  agreement  provided  for  in  this  section 
had  been  entered  into  and  duly  executed. 

(e)  Improvement  of  Street  Where  More  Than  One-half  of  Width  Is 
in  Toivnship.  Assessment  of  Property  Outside  Limits 

Section  2120.  Whenever  any  street,  alley,  or  highway  more  than 
one-half  the  width  of  which  is  within  the  limits  of  any  township  shall 
divide  the  said  township  from  any  other  municipality  or  township  lo- 
cated within  the  same  county,  such  street,  alley,  or  highway  may  be 
improved  by  the  township  within  which  the  greater  width  is  located  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  street,  alley,  or  highway  were  entirely 
located  within  the  limits  of  said  township. 

The  property  abutting  on  the  side  of  said  street,  alley,  or  highway 
which  is  located  outside  the  limits  of  the  township  making  such  im- 
provements shall,  for  a depth  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  plus  one- 
half  the  width  of  said  street,  alley,  or  highway  from  its  centre  line,  be 
assessed  for  any  and  all  municipal  improvements  to  or  on  the  said 
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street,  alley,  or  highway  in  the  same  manner  as  such  property  would 
be  assessed  under  this  act  if  it  were  entirely  located  within  the  limits 
of  such  township. 

(fj  Assessment  of  Property  Outside  Limits  of  Township  for  Street 

Improvements 

Section  2125.  Whenever  any  street  or  alley,  entirely  within  the 
limits  of  any  township,  shall  divide  such  township  from  any  other 
municipality  or  township  located  in  the  same  county,  the  property  on 
the  side  of  the  street  or  alley,  opposite  the  line  of  such  township  shall, 
for  a depth  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  be  assessed  for  municipal 
improvements  on  such  streets  or  alleys  on  which  property  shall  abut. 
Such  assessment  shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same 
proceeding  as  is  used  for  the  assessment  of  property  within  such  town- 
ship for  such  improvement. 

(g)  Grading,  Curbing,  Paving,  Macadamizing  Boundary  Street, 

Et  Cetera 

Section  2130.  Townships  may  enter  into  agreements  with  adjoining 
boroughs  for  the  grading,  paving  and  curbing,  or  macadamizing,  of 
streets  and  alleys  which  may  be  boundaries  between  such  townships  and 
boroughs ; and  may  provide  in  such  contract  that  the  damages,  costs, 
and  expenses  of  such  improvement  shall  be  divided  between  such  town- 
ships and  boroughs  in  proportions  agreed  upon. 

In  grading,  paving  and  curbing,  or  macadamizing  any  such  streets 
or  alleys,  townships  shall  exercise  such  power  only  upon  petition  of  a ma- 
jority of  the  property  owners  in  interest  and  number,  abutting  the  line 
of  the  proposed  improvement  within  the  township  limits,  to  be  verified 
by  the  affidavit  of  one  of  the  petitioners ; a majority  in  interest  of 
owners  of  undivided  interest  in  any  piece  of  property  to  be  treated  as 
one  person  asking  that  such  improvement  be  made. 

The  portion  of  the  damages,  costs,  and  expenses  agreed  to  be  paid 
by  any  township  shall  be  ascertained,  and  the  benefits  incident  thereto 
shall  be  assessed  and  collected,  in  the  manner  provided  in  this  act  for  the 
assessment  of  damages  and  benefits  by  viewers. 

ARTICLE  XXII 
Bridges  and  Viaducts 

(a)  As  Part  of  Road,  Street,  Highway,  Lane,  or  Alley 

Section  2201.  Whenever,  in  the  opening,  grading,  or  improving 
of  any  road,  street,  highway,  lane,  or  alley,  in  any  township,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  erect  or  construct  any  bridge  and  the  piers  and  abutments  there- 
for, the  same  may  be  erected  and  constructed  by  the  township  as  part 
of  such  road,  street,  highway,  lane,  or  alley.  In  any  such  erection  or 
construction  the  township  may  take,  use  and  occupy  private  property. 

All  damages  shall  be  awarded  and  benefits  assessed  as  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeding to  open,  grade,  or  improve  the  road,  street,  highway,  lane, 
or  alley  of  which  the  bridge  is  a part. 

(b)  Over  Railroads 

Section  2205.  Power  to  Construct.  Townships  may  build  or 
purchase  existing  bridges  or  viaducts  over  railroads,  rivers,  creeks,  ♦ 
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streams,  and  private  property,  or  over  railroads  and  any  of  them,  or 
over  railroads  only,  whether  the  bridges  or  viaducts  are  wholly  or 
partly  within  the  township  limits,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  two  or 
more  streets  or  highways  or  separate  portions  of  the  same  street  or 
highway.  Such  bridges  and  viaducts  must  in  all  cases  cross  railroads. 
Such  bridges  and  viaducts  and  the  approaches  thereto  shall  be  constructed 
and  the  damages  in  connection  therewith  paid  as  provided  by  the  Public 
Service  Company  Law. 

Section  2206.  Maintenance.  Such  viaduct  or  bridge  shall  be  main- 
tained as  a township  structure,  and  the  township  is  authorized  to  con- 
tract with  any  party  interested,  except  the  county,  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  same. 

(c)  Over  Marshy  or  Swampy  Grounds,  Creeks,  Rivulets,  Gullies,  Canals 

and  Railroads 

Section  2210.  Power  to  Make  and  Maintain.  The  commissioners 
of  townships,  in  making  and  repairing  the  roads,  shall  make  and  main- 
tain within  their  township  sufficient  bridges  over  all  small  creeks,  rivulets, 
deep  gullies,  canals,  and  railroads,  where  the  same  is  necessary  for  the 
ease  and  safety  of  travelers. 

Such  bridges  over  canals  or  railroads  shall  not  obstruct  the  railroad 
or  canal  over  which  it  is  built.  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  release 
railroad  or  other  companies  or  the  Commonwealth  from  the  requirements 
of  existing  laws. 

Section  2211.  Damages.  In  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
such  bridges,  all  damages  shall  be  awarded  and  benefits  assessed  as  part 
of  the  proceeding  to  lay  out,  open,  make,  or  repair  the  road  of  which 
the  bridge  is  a part. 

(d)  Over  Streams,  Railroads,  and  Canals  on  Township  Boundaries. 

Section  2220.  Bridges  on  Division  Line  of  Townships.  Where 
a small  creek  or  a railroad  or  canal,  over  which  a bridge  is  necessary 
is  on  the  boundary  line  of  two  townships,  the  bridge  shall  be  built  and 
maintained  at  the  joint  and  equal  expense  of  the  townships,  by  their 
respective  commissioners  or  supervisors,  in  the  manner  directed  by  this 
act  in  the  case  of  public  roads  which  may  be  the  division  line  of  townships. 

Section  2221.  Bridges  Between  Townships  and  Municipalities. 
Whenever  a creek,  railroad,  or  canal,  over  which  a bridge  is  necessary, 
is  on  the  division  line  of  a township  and  a municipality,  the  township 
shall  unite  with  such  municipality  in  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  such  bridge  and  pay  an  equal  share  of  the  expenses  incident  thereto. 

Section  2222,  Bridges  Over  Railroad  or  Canal.  If  a bridge  is 
built  over  such  boundary  railroad  or  canal  by  virtue  of  the  provisions 
of  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  such  bridge  shall  not  obstruct  the 
railroad  or  canal  over  which  it  is  built.  Nothing  in  said  sections  shall 
release  railroad  or  other  companies  or  the  Commonwealth  from  the 
requirements  of  existing  laws. 

(e)  Maintenance,  Repair,  and  Rebuilding  of  Bridges  Built  by  County 

Section  2225.  Whenever  a bridge  or  part  thereof  has  been  built 
by  the  county,  or  the  whole  or  part  of  the  money  necessary  to  build  it 
has  been  furnished  by  the  county,  and  the  bridge  has  not  been  entered 
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on  record  as  a county  bridge,  such  bridge  shall  be  maintained,  kept  in 
repair,  and  rebuilt,  when  necessary,  by  the  township  or  townships  in 
which,  or  on  the  boundary  line  of  which,  it  is  located,  without  rendering 
the  county  liable  for  the  same. 

ARTICLE  XXIII 

SlDEWAI,KS 

Section  2301.  Power  to  Lay  Out,  Ordain  and  Establish  Grades. 

Townships  may  lay  out,  ordain  and  establish  sidewalks  upon  any  of 
the  roads,  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  township  and  may  establish 
grades  for  such  sidewalks,  which  grades  may  be  separate  and  apart 
from  the  grade  established  for  the  highway. 

Section  2302.  Width.  The  width  of  any  sidewalk  shall  not  be 
less  than  six  feet  for  roads  of  fifty  feet  in  width  or  less,  and  ten  feet 
for  roads  more  than  fifty  feet  in  width. 

Section  2303.  Paving  and  Curbing  Sidewalks.  Townships  may, 
upon  such  notice  as  may  be  provided  by  ordinance,  recpiire  owners  of 
property  abutting  on  any  public  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley,  including 
State  and  State-aid  highways  and  county  roads,  to  construct,  pave,  curb, 
repave,  and  recurb  the  sidewalks  along  such  property  with  such  ma- 
terials, at  such  grades  and  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  ordinance,  and  upon  failure  of  such  owners  to  comply  with  such 
notice,  or  without  notice  to  the  property  owners  as  above  provided,  the 
townships  shall  in  either  case  have  power  to  cause  the  same  to  be  done 
by  the  township,  and  to  levy  and  collect  the  cost  thereof  from  such 
owners  of  property  abutting  such  sidewalk. 

The  cost  of  any  such  paving,  curbing,  repaving  and  recurbing  shall 
be  a lien  upon  the  premises  from  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the 
work,  which  date  shall  be  fixed  by  the  township  engineer  and  shall  be 
filed  with  the  township  secretary.  Any  such  lien  may  be  collected  by 
action  in  assumpsit  or  by  lien  filed  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for 
the  filing  and  collection  of  municipal  claims. 

The  cost  of  any  such  paving,  curbing,  repaving  and  recurbing  may, 
in  any  case,  be  borne  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  township. 

No  sidewalks  shall  be  established  and  constructed  upon  any  State 
highway  without  the  consent  of  the  State  Department  of  Highways,  or 
upon  any  county  road  without  the  consent  of  the  county  commissioners. 

Section  2304.  Repair  of  Sidewalks.  The  owner  of  the  abutting 
property  shall  keep  the  sidewalk  immediately  in  front  of  his  property  in 
good  order  and  repair,  and  at  all  times  free  and  clear  of  all  obstruction 
to  safe  and  convenient  passage.  If  the  owner  of  any  property  neglects 
to  perform  the  duty  so  recpiired  of  him,  the  township  commissioners  may 
serve  written  notice  upon  him  requiring  him  to  do  what  is  necessary. 
If  such  property  owner  fails  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  such 
notice  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  its  service,  the  township  com- 
missioners may  make  the  necessary  repairs  or  remove  any  obstruction. 
The  cost  of  the  same,  together  with  a penalty  of  ten  per  centum,  shall 
be  paid  by  the  delinquent  property  owner,  and  may  be  collected  by  action 
of  assumpsit,  or  the  township  commissioners  may  file  a municipal  lien 
against  the  property.  The  notice  provided  for  in  this  section  may  be 
served  on  the  property  owner  by  leaving  the  same  at  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, or,  if  he  has  no  residence  in  the  township,  then  by  posting  the 
same  on  the  premises  and  mailing  a copy  thereof  to  the  owner  at  his  last 
known  address. 
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ARTICLE  XXIV 
Sewers  and  Drains 

(a)  Establishing  and  Constructing  Scsaer  and  Drainage  Systems,  Sezver 
Connections,  and  Rates;  Disposal  of  Sczvage ; Assess- 
ment of  Cost  of  Construction 

Section  2401.  Power  to  Establish  and  Construct  Sewers  and 
Drains.  Sewer  Rentals.  Townships  may  establish  and  construct  a sys- 
tem of  sewers  and  drainage,  locating  the  same,  as  far  as  practicable, 
along  and  within  the  lines  of  the  public  roads  of  the  township,  as  seem 
advisable  to  the  commissioners.  The  township  commissioners  mav  permit, 
and,  where  necessary  for  the  public  health,  require,  adjoining  and  adja- 
cent property  owners  to  connect  with  and  use  the  same.  All  persons  so 
connecting  may  be  required  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  making  such 
connections,  a monthly  or  annual  rate  prescribed  by  ordinance.  Such 
monthly  or  annual  rate  shall  constitute  a lien,  until  paid,  against  the 
property  so  connecting  with  such  system,  and  the  amount  thereof  may 
be  recovered  by  due  process  of  law. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  modify  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

Section  2402.  Location  of  Sewers  on  Private  Property.  Where 
it  is  reasonably  impracticable,  in  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners,  in 
any  part  of  such  system,  to  carry  such  sewers  or  drains  along  the  lines 
of  public  roads,  the  commissioners  may  locate  and  construct  so  much  of 
the  same  as  is  necessary  through  private  lands. 

Section  2403.  Treatment  Works  and  Facilities  Therefor.  The 
commissioners  shall  make  the  necessary  provision  for  the  disposition  of 
the  sewage  and  drainage  within,  or  for  carrying  the  same  beyond,  the 
limits  of  the  township;  and,  to  this  end,  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
enter  into  contracts  with  other  municipalities  and  other  corporations  or 
persons,  to  purchase,  acquire,  enter  upon,  take,  appropriate,  occupy,  and 
use  such  lands,  rights,  and  interests  therein,  within  the  corjx)rate  limits  of 
other  townships  or  boroughs,  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  proper  location, 
construction,  maintenance,  use  and  operation  of  sewer,  main  drains  or  dis- 
posal plants,  including  such  lands,  rights  and  interests  therein  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  future  additions  to  and  enlargements  of  such  sewage 
facilities,  and  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions upon  which  a permit  has  been  issued  by  the  Commissioner  of  Health, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  twenty-second,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  five,  entitled  “An  act  to  pre.serve  the  puritv 
of  the  waters  of  the  State  for  the  protection  of  the  pulilic  health,”  and 
of  ‘‘The  Administrative  Code.” 

Section  2404.  Entry  on  Lands  to  Mark  Sewer  Routes.  Dam- 
ages. In  the  event  of  inability  to  agree  with  the  owners,  either  for  the 
land  necessary  for  so  much  of  the  line  of  sewers  and  drains  as  are  not 
located  upon  public  roads,  or  for  so  much  land  as  is  required  for  the 
disposition  of  the  sewage,  the  commissioners  may  enter  upon  said  land 
and  mark  thereon  the  route  and  width  necessary  for  the  construction  of 
the  line  of  sewers  or  drains,  or  the  boundaries  of  so  much  land  as  is  neces- 
sary for  disposition  of  such  sewage,  and  occupy  the  said  land  for  such 
purposes.  For  all  damage  done  or  suffered,  or  which  accrues  to  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  land,  by  reason  of  the  taking  of  the  same,  the  funds 
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of  the  township  raised  hy  taxation  shall  be  pledged  and  deemed  as  security. 
Such  damages  shall  be  determined  by  viewers  in  the  manner  provided  in 
this  act  for  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

Section  2405.  Enforcement  of  Judgment  for  Damages.  The 
damages  as  awarded  when  the  report  of  viewers  is  finally  confirmed  shall 
be  entered  as  a judgment,  and  if  the  same  is  not  paid  within  thirty  days 
after  the  entry  thereof  execution  to  enforce  the  collection  thereof  may  be 
issued,  as  in  other  cases  of  judgment  against  townships. 

Section  2406.  Cost  of  Construction.  How  Paid.  The  cost  of 
construction  of  any  system  of  sewers  or  drains  constructed  by  the  au- 
thority of  this  subdivision  of  this  act  shall  be  charged  upon  the  properties 
accommodated  or  benefited  thereby  to  the  extent  of  such  benefits.  Any 
amount  not  legally  chargeable  upon  properties  benefited  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  general  township  fund. 

Section  2407.  Sewer  Districts.  Whenever  a sewer  system  is  con- 
structed by  a township  for  the  accommodation  of  a certain  portion  only 
of  the  township,  the  commissioners  of  such  township  may  constitute  the 
territory  accommodated  into  a sewer  district  or  divide  it  into  several 
sewer  districts.  In  every  such  case  of  division  into  several  districts,  the 
commissioners  shall  make  an  estimate  of  the  proportion  of  the  cost  of 
the  sew'er  system  which  should  equitably  he  charged  on  each  of  said  dis- 
tricts, and  declare  and  establish  such  apportionment  by  ordinance.  No 
district  shall  l)e  charged  with  more  than  its  due  proportion  of  the  cost 
of  the  main  sewers,  pumping  stations,  et  cetera,  used  jointly  hy  more  than 
one  district ; the  aggregate  amount  charged  on  property  in  any  such  dis- 
trict shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  such  estimate.  Where  the  whole  of 
the  township  is  accommodated  by  the  system,  it  may  also  be  treated  as  a 
single  district  or  divided  into  districts,  and  be  subject  to  the  foregoing 
provisions. 

Section  2408.  Manner  of  Assessment.  The  charge  for  any  such 
sewer  construction  in  any  townshif)  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  properties 
accommodated  or  benefited  in  either  of  the  following  methods : 

(a)  By  an  assessment,  pursuant  to  township  ordinance,  of  each  lot 
or  piece  of  land  in  proportion  to  its  frontage  abutting  on  the  sewer,  allow- 
ing such  reduction  in  the  case  of  properties  abutting  on  more  than  one 
sewer  as  the  ordinance  may  specify.  No  assessment  by  frontage  shall 
be  made  on  properties  of  such  a character  as  not  to  be  lawfully  subject 
to  such  manner  of  assessment,  and  each  abutting  property  shall  be  as- 
sessed with  not  less  than  the  whole  amount  of  the  benefit  accruing  to  it 
and  legally  assessable. 

(b)  By  an  assessment  upon  the  several  properties  abutting  on  the 
sewer  in  proportion  to  benefits.  The  amount  of  the  charge  on  each  prop- 
erty shall  be  ascertained  as  provided  in  this  act  for  the  assessment  of 
benefits. 

When  a township  is  divided  into  sewer  districts,  the  assessment  in 
each  district  may  be  by  different  methods. 

Section  2409.  Procedure  for  Assessment  of  Benefits.  In  all 
cases  where  the  township  commissioners  shall  select  the  method  provided 
by  subdivision  (b)  of  the  foregoing  section,  they  shall  petition  the  court 
of  common  pleas  for  appointment  of  viewers  to  assess  benefits.  In  all 
cases  where  they  shall  neglect  for  a period  of  three  months  after  the 
completion  of  the  sewer  system  to  either  ordain  assessments  by  frontage 
or  present  petition  for  appointment  of  viewers,  taxpayers  of  the  town- 
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ship,  whose  property  valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable  purposes  within 
the  township  shall  amount  to  fifty  per  centum  of  the  total  property  valua- 
tion as  assessed  for  taxable  purposes  within  the  township,  may  present 
a petition  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  proper  county  for  the 
appointment  of  viewers  to  assess  benefits ; and  in  all  cases  where  such 
taxpayers  shall,  within  three  months  of  the  adoption  of  any  ordinance 
levying  an  assessment  under  the  method  provided  by  subsection  (a)  of 
said  section,  by  petition  state  to  said  court  that  such  assessment  insuffi- 
ciently represents  the  benefits  accruing  to  abutting  properties,  they  may 
include  in  such  petition  a prayer  for  the  appointment  of  viewers  to  assess 
benefits.  In  either  case  the  said  court  shall  thereupon  appoint  three  dis- 
interested persons  from  the  board  of  county  viewers,  neither  of  whom 
shall  be  a resident  of  that  portion  of  the  township  which  is  accommo- 
dated by  the  sewer  in  question,  and  the  viewers  so  appointed  shall 
proceed  as  provided  in  this  act  for  proceedings  for  the  assessment  of 
damages  and  benefits  by  viewers.  The  aggregate  of  the  assessments  in 
any  sewer  district  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  charged  in  such  district  for 
its  share  of  the  cost  of  the  sewer  construction,  unless  the  same  shall,  by 
petition  of  taxpayers  whose  property  valuation  as  aforesaid  shall  amount 
to  fifty  per  centum  of  the  total  property  valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable 
purposes  within  the  township,  presented  within  three  months  after  the 
adoption  of  an  ordinance  providing  for  an  assessment  by  frontage,  be 
stated  to  insufficiently  represent  the  amount  of  benefits  to  such  prop- 
erties, in  which  case  the  proceedings  by  taxpayers  authorized  above  shall 
be  applicable.  Upon  the  filing  of  such  a petition,  by  taxpayers  as  afore- 
said, for  appointment  of  viewers,  any  assessment  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners and  any  proceedings  thereunder  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Section  2410.  Lien  for  Assessments.  Costs  of  Proceedings. 
After  the  amount  of  the  assessment  charged  upon  the  several  properties 
has  been  established,  either  by  ordinance  making  assessments  according 
to  frontage  or  by  confirmation  of  any  report  of  viewers  in  whole  or  in 
part,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  commissioners  to  file  municipal 
liens  for  the  assessments  covered  by  such  ordinance  or  confirmation 
within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  provided  by  law ; the  same  to  be 
subject,  in  all  respects,  to  the  general  law  providing  for  the  filing  and 
recovery  upon  municipal  liens.  The  amounts  of  all  assessments  shall 
be  payable  to  the  township  treasurer  for  the  use  of  the  township.  The 
commissioners  shall  also  make  out  bills  for  the  amounts  charged  against 
each  property,  which  shall  be  forthwith  sent  to  all  property  owners  re- 
siding in  the  township,  and  mailed  to  all  such  owners  residing  elsewhere 
whose  address  is  known.  The  costs  of  publication  of  notices  in  pro- 
ceedings before  viewers  shall  be  paid  by  the  township,  upon  presentation 
of  bills  approved  by  the  court. 

(b)  Acquisition  of  Sewer  System  from  Private  Interests.  Distribution 

of  Costs. 

Section  2415.  Any  township  in  which  any  person,  firm,  or  corpora- 
tion is  maintaining  sewers  and  culverts,  with  the  necessary  inlet  and 
appliances  for  surface  and  under-surface  and  sewage  drainage,  may  be- 
come the  owner  of  such  sewers,  culverts,  inlet,  and  appliances,  by  paying 
therefor  the  actual  value  of  the  same  at  the  time  of  the  taking  hy  the 
township. 

In  case  the  commissioners  of  the  township  cannot  agree  with  the 
owners  of  such  sewers  as  to  the  price  to  be  paid  therefor,  the  commis- 
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sioners  may  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  such  sewers,  culverts, 
inlets,  and  appliances.  For  all  damage  done  or  suffered,  or  which  accrues 
to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  sewer  by  reason  of  the  taking  of  the 
same,  the  funds  of  the  township,  raised  by  taxation,  shall  be  pledged 
and  deemed  as  security,  such  dan;ages  to  be  determined  by  viewers  in 
the  manner  provided  by  this  act  for  eminent  domain  proceedings.  If 
any  sewer  or  sewer  system  is  acquired  by  purchase,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  the  cost  of  such  acquisition  may  be  distributed  or  assessed 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  sewer  or  sewer  system  had  been  constructed 
by  such  township  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

(c)  Contracts  With  Individuals  or  Corporatidns  for  Construction  and 

Maintenance  of  Sezver  and  Drainage  Systems 

Section  2420.  In  any  case  where,  under  the  authority  of  section 
two  thousand  four  hundred  and  oue  of  this  act.  a system  of  sewage 
and  drainage  covering  any  township  in  whole  or  in  part  shall  have  been 
approved  and  authorized  by  ordinance,  the  commissioners  may  enter 
into  a contract  with  any  responsible  individual  or  individuals,  or  cor- 
poration, for  the  construction  of  such  system  of  sewage  or  drainage,  at 
the  expense  of  such  individual  or  individuals,  or  corporation.  He,  they, 
or  it  shall  be  entitled,  under  such  contract,  to  exercise  all  the  powers  of 
the  township  in  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  operation  of  such 
system  of  sewage  or  drainage,  with  the  right  to  collect  such  charges  in 
connection  therewith  as  the  commissioners  prescribe,  in  as  full  manner 
as  the  same  might  have  been  collected  by  the  township  or  the  commis- 
sioners. In  such  contract  the  commissioners  shall  reserve  to  the  town- 
ship the  right  at  any  time,  or  after  a prescribed  time,  to  itself  take 
possession  of  such  system  of  sewage  and  drainage  and  its  appurtenances, 
at  a price  and  upon  terms  to  be  fixed  in  the  contract. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  modify  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

(d)  Sczivrs  and  Draitis  in  Streets  or  Alleys,  or  Oz>cr  Private  Property; 

Assessment  of  Cost  of  Construction  According  to  Benefits 

Section  2425.  Townships  may  construct  sewers  and  drains  in  any 
street  or  alley,  or  through  or  on  or  over  private  property.  The  costs, 
damages,  and  expenses  of  the  construction  of  any  such  sewers  or  drains 
shall  be  assessed  upon  the  properties  accommodated  or  benefited  in  either 
of  the  following  methods: 

(a)  By  an  assessment,  pursuant  to  township  ordinance,  of  each  lot 
or  piece  of  land  in  ])roportion  to  its  frontage  abutting  on  the  sewer, 
allowing  such  reduction  in  the  case  of  properties  abutting  on  more  than 
one  sewer  as  the  ordinance  may  specify.  No  assessment  by  frontage  shall 
be  made  on  properties  of  such  a character  as  not  to  be  lawfully  sub- 
ject to  such  manner  of  assessment,  and  each  abutting  property  shall  be 
assessed  with  not  less  than  its  proportion,  aforesaid,  of  the  entire  cost 
and  expense  of  such  construction. 

(b)  By  an  assessment  upon  the  several  properties  abutting  on  the 
sewer  in  proportion  to  benefits,  the  amount  of  the  charge  on  which 
property  shall  be  ascertained  and  the  rights  of  taxpayers  conferred  in 
connection  therewith  as  provided  in  this  act  for  the  assessment  of  dani’ 
ages  and  benefits  by  viewers, 
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(c)  Scxvers  Under  State  and  County  Highways 

Section  2430.  Consent  Necessary.  Townships  may  construct 
sewers  and  drains  in  and  under  any  county  or  state  highway  within 
the  township  boundaries.  In  case  of  the  construction  of  sewers  upon 
county  highways,  the  consent  of  the  county  commissioners  of  the  county 
shall  first  be  obtained  ; and  in  case  of  the  construction  of  sewers  upon  any 
state  highway,  the  consent  of  the  State  Department  of  Highways  shall 
first  be  obtained. 

Section  2431.  Assessment  of  Cost.  Whenever  sewers  have  been 
or  shall  be  laid  or  constructed  by  any  township  in  and  under  such  high- 
ways, such  township  may  ascertain,  levy,  and  collect  the  costs  and  ex- 
penses of  the  construction  thereof  from  the  abutting  property  holders, 
by  viewers  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  this  act  relating  to  the 
assessment  of  damages  and  benefits  by  viewers. 

(f)  Connecting  jrith  Sezuer  of  Adjoining  Municipality 

Section  2435.  Connection  by  Agreement  or  Petition.  Appoint- 
ment of  Viewers.  \Vhcnever  any  township  shall  desire  to  connect  with 
the  existing  sewer  of  any  adjacent  municipality,  the  two  municipalities 
so  joining  may  enter  into  an  agreement  for  such  purposes,  or  if  no 
agreement  has  been  reached  between  such  township  and  the  adjacent 
municipality,  then  such  township  shall  proceed  in  the  following  manner : 

An  application  shall  he  made  bv  the  hoard  of  commissioners  to  the 
court  of  ejuarter  sessions,  setting  forth  the  desire  of  the  township  to 
connect  with  the  sewer  of  the  municii)ality.  If  the  court  shall  be  of 
the  opinion  that  such  connection  can  he  made  without  impairing  the 
usefulness  of  the  existing  sewer,  it  shall  ai)point  three  viewers,  who  shall 
view  the  premises,  and  investigate  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  shall,  in 
the  manner  provided  by  this  act  for  such  proceedings,  assess  the  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  expense  of  huilding  the  original  sewer  upon  the 
petitioning  townshi[),  and  shall  fix  the  proportion  of  the  exjjense  for 
repairs  which  the  municipality  and  such  townshii)  shall  thereafter  hear, 
and  determine  all  other  questions  which  are  likely  to  arise  in  connection 
therewith. 

Section  2436.  Notice  of  Contemplated  Construction.  Protests 
by  Property  Owners.  No  sewer,  svstem  of  sewers,  or  drain  shall  be 
constructed  under  the  provisions  of  this  subdivision,  unless  a resolution 
of  the  board  of  commissioners  authorizing  the  same  shall  he  published 
in  a newspaper  of  general  circulation  ])ublished  in  the  county  in  which 
the  township  is  situated  once  a week  for  three  successive  weeks.  If 
within  twenty  days  after  the  last  ])ul)lication,  or  at  any  time  during  the 
jreriod  of  publication,  tax])ayers  of  the  township,  whose  property  valua- 
tion within  the  townshi])  shall  amount  to  tiftv  per  centum  of  the  tot:d 
pro])erty  valuation  as  assessed  for  taxal)le  pur])oses  within  the  township, 
shall  sign,  and  file  in  the  office  of  the  protlionotary  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which  the  township  is  located,  a written 
protest  against  the  construction  of  such  sewer,  sewer  system,  or  drain, 
then  the  construction  authorized  by  such  resolution  shall  not  be  under- 
taken or  proceeded  with. 

(g)  Joint  Sezvers  and  Drains 

Section  2440.  Agreements  for  Joint  Sewers.  Townships  may 
enter  into  agreements  with  municipalities  or  other  townships  for  the 
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purpose  of  building  sewers,  including  trunk-line  sewers  or  drains  and 
sewage-disposal  plants.  Such  agreement  shall  provide  for  the  joint 
maintenance  of  the  same. 

Section  2441.  State  Permit.  No  such  sewer  or  plant  shall  be 
constructed  until  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to  the 
State  Department  of  Health  and  approved,  in  accordance  with  provisions 
of  the  act  of  April  twenty-second,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  five 
(page  two  hundred  and  sixty),  entitled  “An  Act  to  preserve  the  purity 
of  the  waters  of  the  State  for  the  protection  of  the  Public  Health.” 

ARTICLE  XXV 

Collection  by  Instalment  oe  the  Cost  oe  Street,  Curb,  Sidewalk 

AND  vSewer  Improvements 

Section  2501.  Ordinances  for  Instalment  Payments.  When 
any  township  shall  authorize  the  grading,  subgrading,  or  the  permanent 
paving  and  improvement,  of  any  streets  or  alleys,  or  parts  thereof,  or 
the  construction  of  curbs,  sidewalks  or  sewers,  and  the  entire  cost,  or 
any  part  thereof,  shall  be  assessed  against  the  properties  abutting  on 
such  improvement,  whether  by  the  foot  front  rule  or  according  to  bene- 
fits, the  board  of  commissioners  may  provide  in  the  ordinance  that  the 
assessment  or  any  of  them  may  be  paid  in  semi-annual  or  annual  instal- 
ments. Such  instalments  shall  bear  interest,  at  a rate  not  exceeding 
,six  per  centum,  to  be  fixed  by  the  board  of  commissioners  in  the 
ordinance,  from  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  work  or  the  con- 
struction of  such  improvement. 

Section  2502.  Issue  o£  Bonds.  In  order  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  cost  and  expenses  of  such  improvement,  the  board  of 
commissioners  may,  from  time  to  time,  issue  bonds,  in  sums  equal  to 
the  amount  of  assessments.  The  bonds  shall  bear  the  name  of  the 
.street  or  alley  to  be  improved,  or  the  curbs,  sidewalks  or  sewer  con- 
structed ; and  shall  be  payable  at  periods  not  exceeding  ten  years  from 
the  date  of  their  issue,  to  be  provided  in  the  ordinance  directing  the 
improvement. 

Section  2503.  Sale  of  Bonds;  Interest.  The  bonds  shall  bear 
interest  at  a rate  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable 
semi-annually  or  annually,  as  the  ordinance  shall  direct ; and  shall 
be  negotiated  at  not  less  than  par,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  applied  solely 
to  the  payment  of  such  improvement. 

Section  2504.  Entry  of  Liens.  Liens  to  secure  the  assessments 
shall  be  entered  in  the  Prothonotary’s  office  of  the  county,  in  the  same 
form  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  municipal  claims  are  filed 
and  collected. 

Section  2505.  Assessments;  Where  Payable.  Such  assessments 
shall  be  payable  at  the  office  of  the  township  treasurer,  or  such  other 
place  as  the  ordinance  shall  provide,  in  semi-annual  or  annual  instalments, 
with  interest  at  the  rate  provided  from  the  date  from  which  interest  is 
computed  on  the  amount  of  the  assessments,  the  moneys  so  received 
by  the  township  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  such  bonds  exclusively. 

Section  2506.  Default  in  Payment  of  Instalment.  In  case  of 
default  in  the  payment  of  any  instalment  and  interest  for  a period  of 
sixty  days  after  the  same  shall  become  due,  the  entire  assessment  and 
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accrued  interest  shall  become  due;  and  the  township  solicitor  shall  pro- 
ceed to  collect  the  same  under  the  general  laws  relating  to  the  collection 
of  municipal  claims. 

Section  2507.  Payments  in  Full ; Subdivisions  of  Property.  Any 
owner  of  property,  against  whom  any  such  assessment  has  been  made, 
may  pay  the  same  in  full,  at  any  time,  with  interest  thereon  to  the  next 
semi-annual  or  annual  payment,  and  such  payment  shall  discharge  the 
lien.  If  any  owner  shall  subdivide  any  property  after  the  lien  attaches, 
he  may,  in  like  manner,  discharge  the  same  upon  any  subdivided  portion 
thereof  by  paying  the  amount  for  which  such  part  would  be  liable. 

ARTICLE  XXVI 

Revolving  Fund  for  Street  and  SewEr  Improvements 

Section  2601.  Special  Tax.  The  several  townships  are  hereby 
empowered  to  levy  and  collect  annually  a tax  upon  all  property,  taxable 
for  township  purposes,  not  to  exceed  five  mills  on  the  dollar  in  any 
one  year,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  and  maintaining  a revolving  fund, 
to  be  used  by  such  township  in  making  permanent  street,  sidewalk 
or  sewer  improvements,  and  to  pay  contract  prices  for  permanent  street, 
sidewalk  or  sewer  improvements,  prior  to  the  collection  of  the  cost  and 
expense  or  any  part  thereof  from  the  property  owners  adjoining  or 
abutting  thereon  by  such  townships  under  existing  laws. 

Section  2602.  Repayments  Into  Revolving  Fund.  When  the 
cost  and  expense,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  the  construction  of  any  perma- 
nent street,  sidewalk  or  sewer  improvement,  which  has  been  made  under 
existing  laws,  and  which  has  been  aided  in  its  construction  from  the 
said  revolving  fund  hereby  provided  for,  shall  have  been  assessed  and 
collected  from  the  owners  of  the  property  adjoining  or  abutting  upon 
such  improvement,  it  shall  be  applied  to  the  credit  of  the  said  revolving 
fund,  to  the  extent  of  the  withdrawal  therefrom  for  such  purpose. 

ARTICLE  XXVII 
Water  Supply  and  Waterworks 
(a)  Acquisition,  Construction  and  Maintenance 

Section  2701.  Contract  With  Water  Companies  and  Munici- 
pality. Townships  may  contract  with  any  adjoining  municipality,  own- 
ing a waterworks  system,  or  with  a private  company,  for  a supply  of 
water  for  public  and  private  uses  to  be  delivered  into  the  lines  of  the 
township  at  or  near  or  within  the  boundaries  thereof. 

This  section  does  not  authorize  a contract  between  a township  and 
a municipality,  or  a private  company,  for  the  supply  of  water  in  territory 
Ijeing  supplied  by  any  other  private  company. 

Section  2702.  State  Permit.  A township  making  such  contract 
may,  by  ordinance,  provide  and  regulate  and  protect  a system  of  dis- 
tribution of  the  water,  after  a certified  copy  of  the  plans  and  surveys 
for  such  system,  with  a description  of  the  sources  from  which  it  is 
proposed  to  derive  the  supply,  are  filed  in  the  Department  of  Health, 
and  a written  permit  for  the  construction  of  such  system  obtained  from 
the  Secretary  of  Health  in  accordance  with  existing  law. 

Section  2703.  Occupation  of  Highways.  In  providing  for,  reg- 
ulating, and  protecting  and  extending  its  system  of  distribution  of  water. 
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the  township  may  occupy  public  highways,  and  may  take,  injure,  or 
destroy  private  property.  No  highway  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
State  Department  of  Highways  shall  be  occupied  until  a permit  therefor 
has  been  obtained  from  the  State  Department  of  Highways.  Property 
belonging  to  or  used  as  a cemetery  or  a place  of  public  worship,  or  any 
public  or  parochial  school,  or  other  educational  or  charitable  institution 
or  seminary,  shall  not  be  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed  by  virtue  of  this 
act. 

Section  2704.  Property  Damages.  Bond  by  Township.  If  the 

compensation  and  damages  arising  from  such  taking,  injury,  or  de- 
struction of  private  property  cannot  be  agreed  upon,  the  township  may 
tender  its  bond  as  security  to  the  party  claiming  or  entitled  to  any 
damages,  or  to  the  attorney  or  agent  of  any  absent  person,  or  to  the 
agent  or  other  officer  of  a corporation,  or  to  the  guardian  or  committee 
of  any  person  under  legal  incapacity.  The  condition  of  the  bond  shall 
he,  that  the  townsliip  shall  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  such  amount  of 
damages  as  the  party  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  after  the  same  shall 
have  been  agreed  upon  or  assessed  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  fol- 
lowing sections  of  this  article. 

In  case  the  party  or  parties  claiming  damages  refuse  or  do  not 
accept  the  security  so  tendered,  the  township  shall  give  the  party,  his  or 
their  agent,  attorney,  guardian,  or  committee,  at  least  ten-days’  written 
notice  of  the  time  when  the  same  will  he  presented  to  the  court  of 
common  pleas  for  approval. 

d'hereafter  the  township  may  present  its  bond  to  the  court,  and 
when  ap])roved  the  bond  shall  he  filed  in  court  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested.  Recovery  may  be  had  thereon  for  the  amount  of  damages 
finally  determined,  if  the  same  is  not  paid  or  cannot  be  collected  by 
execution  on  the  judgment  in  the  issue  formed  to  try  the  question. 
U])on  the  approval  of  such  security  the  township  may  enter  into  pos- 
session. 

Section  2705.  Appointment  of  Viewers.  In  case  the  compen- 
sation for  damages  accruing  from  such  taking,  injury,  or  destruction 
has  not  been  agreed  upon  by  parties  in  interest,  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  or  any  law  judge  thereof  in  vacation,  on  application  thereto  by 
the  township  or  any  person  interested  in  the  property,  shall  appoint  three 
members  of  the  board  of  viewers  of  the  county  who  shall  assess  the 
damages  as  provided  in  this  act  for  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

(h)  Construction,  Acquisition,  and  Maintenance  of  Waterworks  in 
Connection  JJ^itJi  Boroughs 

Section  2710.  Joint  Maintenance  of  Works  With  a Borough. 
Any  township  may  unite  with  a borough  in  the  construction  or  acquisition 
and  maintenance  of  works  for  the  supply  of  water. 

Section  2711.  State  Permit.  The  construction  of  waterworks, 
as  provided  for  in  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  after  plans  for  such 
waterworks  have  been  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  Health,  and  a permit 
issued  in  accordance  with  existing  law. 

Section  2712.  Commission  of  Waterworks.  Whenever  any  town- 
ship unites  with  a borough  in  the  construction  or  acquisition  and  main- 
tenance of  waterworks,  the  commissioners  of  such  township,  after  the 
passage  of  an  ordinance  or  resolution  to  that  effect,  may  join  with  the 
councils  of  such  boroughs,  now  authorized  by  section  two  thousand  four 
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hundred  and  sixty-two  of  the  General  Borough  Act,  approved  the  fourth 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  (P.  L.  519), 
so  to  join  and  apply  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  appointment 
of  a commission  of  waterworks.  Such  commission  shall  be  composed 
of  citizens  of  each  of  the  boroughs  and  townships  so  uniting. 

ARTICLE  XXVIII 
PUBUC  Buii^dings 

Section  2801.  Town  Hall.  The  commissioners  of  townships  may 
procure  a suitable  lot  of  ground,  and  erect  a suitable  building  thereon 
for  a townhouse  in  which  to  hold  elections,  store  road  machinery,  hold 
meetings  of  township  officers,  and  for  other  towmship  uses.  For  the 
purpose  of  procuring  a lot  of  ground  and  erecting  a town  hall,  the  com- 
missioners may  borrow  money  at  a rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six 
per  centum  and  issue  bonds  therefor. 

Section  2802.  Unloading  and  Warehouses.  The  commissioners 
may  purchase  or  lease  land  adjacent  to  the  tracks  or  right  of  way  of 
any  railroad  or  street  railway,  within  or  without  the  limits  of  such 
township,  and  erect  thereon  suitable  unloaders,  warehouses,  or  other 
buildings  as  may  be  necessary  for  unloading,  handling,  and  storing  road 
materials  and  supplies. 

Section  2803.  Appropriation  of  Property.  Townships  may  enter 
upon  and  appropriate  private  property,  and  also  land  heretofore  granted 
or  dedicated  to  public  or  other  use,  within  the  limits  of  such  township, 
and  which  is  no  longer  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  the  same  was 
granted  or  dedicated,  for  the  erection  thereon  of  a town  hall,  fire  house, 
lockup,  and  such  other  public  buildings  as  are  necessary  for  public 
purposes. 

No  land  or  property  used  for  any  cemetery,  burying  ground,  public 
or  parochial  school,  educational  or  charitable  institution,  seminary,  or 
place  of  public  worship  shall  be  taken  or  appropriated  by  virtue  of  any 
power  contained  in  the  preceding  section. 

Section  2804.  Ordinance  of  Commissioners.  Whenever  the  com- 
missioners desire  to  acquire,  enter  upon,  take,  use  and  appropriate  private 
property  or  lands  for  public  buildings,  they  shall  declare  such  intention 
by  an  ordinance  duly  enacted. 

Section  2805.  Assessment  of  Damages.  The  compensation  and 
damages  arising  from  such  taking,  using,  and  appropriating  of  private 
property  for  such  purposes  shall  be  considered,  ascertained,  determined, 
awarded,  and  paid  in  the  manner  provided  in  this  act,  for  eminent  domain 
proceedings. 

Section  2806.  Use  of  Public  Lands  Acquired  for  Other  Pur- 
poses. Whenever  the  commissioners  desire  to  take  any  lands  heretofore 
granted  or  dedicated  to  a use  or  purpose  for  which  they  are  no  longer 
used,  they  shall  pass  an  ordinance  declaring  such  intention,  and  shall  there- 
upon petition  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  leave  to  file  the  bond  of  such 
township  for  the  purpose  of  securing  any  person  or  persons  who  may 
be  injured  by  the  taking  of  such  lands.  The  court  shall  thereujwn 
direct  notice  to  be  given  by  publication  in  at  least  two  newspapers  of 
the  county.  If  no  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  bond  on  or  before  the  day 
fixed  in  the  notice,  the  court  shall  approve  the  same.  The  court  may 
increase  the  amount  of  the  bond,  and  hear  and  determine  all  exceptions 
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that  are  filed  against  the  approval  thereof.  Upon  the  approval  of  such 
bond,  the  commissioners  may  enter  upon  and  take  such  lands  for  the 
purposes  of  erecting  public  buildings.  The  bond,  which  shall  be  in  the 
name  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons  who 
are  entitled  to  damage  by  reason  of  the  taking  of  the  lands,  shall  remain 
on  file  for  tbeir  use  and  benefit.  In  case  the  compensation  for  damages, 
accruing  from  any  such  appropriation,  has  not  been  agreed  upon  by 
the  parties  in  interest,  the  same  may  be  assessed  by  viewers  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  the  assessment  of  damages  in  eminent 
domain  proceedings. 


ARTICLE  XXIX 
LiciiNSEs  AND  License  Fees 
(a)  Transient  Retail  Merchants 

Section  2901.  Transient  Retail  Merchants  to  be  Licensed. 

Hereafter  every  person,  whether  principal  or  agent,  entering  into,  be- 
ginning, or  desiring  to  begin,  a transient  retail  business  in  any  township 
of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  sale  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
whatsoever,  and  who  hires,  leases,  occupies,  or  uses  any  room,  apartment, 
store,  shop,  building,  railway  car,  or  other  ])lace  or  structure  for  the 
exhibition  and  sale  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  take  out 
a license  for  the  same  from  the  proper  authorities  of  the  said  township: 
Provided,  however.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  apply  to  farmers 
selling  their  own  produce,  or  to  any  sale  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
donated  by  the  owners  thereof,  the  proceeds  whereof  are  to  be  applied 
to  any  charitable  or  philanthropic  purpose. 

Section  2902.  Amount  and  Payment  o£  License  Fee.  Penalty. 
'Phe  amount  of  such  license  in  any  township  shall  be  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  ($25)  per  month,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  to  be  paid  to 
the  township  treasurer  for  the  use  of  the  township.  Said  license  shall 
be  renewed  monthly  during  the  continuance  of  said  sale,  and  upon  failure 
of  said  person  or  persons  so  to  secure  such  license,  he,  she,  or  they  shall 
lie  fined  in  a sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  ($100)  nor  more  than 
two  hundred  dollars  ($200),  to  be  collected  as  other  fines  are  by  law 
collectible,  and  in  default  of  payment  of  said  fines,  shall  be  imprisoned  in 
the  jail  of  the  county  for  a period  not  exceeding  thirty  (30)  days. 

Section  2903.  Mercantile  License  Law  Saved.  Nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  relieve  any  person,  partnership,  or  cor- 
poration from  the  duty  of  taking  out  a license,  or  from  the  payment 
of  any  license  tax  imposed  or  authorized  by  any  other  statute  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

(b)  Restrictions 

Section  2910.  Agents  for  Licensed  Dealers  Not  to  Be  Licensed. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  township  to  levy  any  license  fee  or  mercantile 
tax  upon  any  persons  taking  orders  for  merchandise,  by  sample,  from 
dealers  or  merchants,  for  individuals  or  companies  who  pay  a license  or 
mercantile  tax  at  their  chief  places  of  business.  Nothing  in  this  section 
shall  authorize  any  person  to  sell  by  retail  to  other  than  dealers  or 
merchants. 

Section  2911.  Insurance  Agents  and  Brokers  Not  to  Be 
Licensed.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  township  to  impose  or  collect 
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any  license  fee  upon  insurance  companies  or  their  agents,  or  insurance 
brokers,  authorized  to  transact  business  under  the  Insurance  Laws  of 
this  Commonwealth. 

Section  2912.  License  Fees  on  Residents  Not  to  Exceed  Those 
on  Nonresidents.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  township  to  impose  by 
ordinance  or  exact  or  collect  under  the  provisions  of  any  ordinance 
heretofore  or  hereafter  enacted  any  license  tax  or  fee  upon  or  from  any 
manufacturer  or  the  agent,  representative,  or  employe  of  any  manufac- 
turer who  is  a resident  of  the  Commonwealth  for  soliciting  orders  for, 
or  for  selling  any  goods,  merchandise,  or  wares  manufactured  within  this 
Commonwealth  that  is  not  or  cannot  legally  be  imposed  upon  or  exacted 
or  collected  from  any  manufacturer  or  dealer  or  the  agent,  representative, 
or  employe  of  any  manufacturer  who  is  a nonresident  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  soliciting  orders  for  or  for  selling  any  goods,  merchandise, 
or  wares  manufactured  without  the  Commonwealth. 

ARTICLE  XXX 

Parks,  Recreation  Centers,  Shade  Trees  and  Forests 
(a)  Public  Parks,  Playgrounds,  and  Recreation  Centers 

Section  3001.  Right  o£  Acquisition.  Townships  may  dedicate 
and  set  apart  lands  not  dedicated  to  other  public  uses  or  purposes  and 
may  enter  upon,  appropriate,  and  acquire,  by  gift,  devise,  purchase,  lease, 
or  otherwise,  private  property,  for  the  purpose  of  making,  enlarging, 
and  maintaining  public  parks,  parkways,  playgrounds,  playfields,  gym- 
nasiums, public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or  indoor  recreation  centers,  and 
may  issue  bonds  for  such  purpose.  The  provisions  of  this  section  shall 
not  authorize  the  appropriation  of  private  property  outside  the  township 
limits,  nor  the  appropriation  of  any  property  belonging  to  or  used  as 
a cemetery  or  place  of  public  worship,  or  any  public  or  parochial  school, 
or  other  educational  or  charitable  institution  or  seminary. 

Section  3002.  Limitation  o£  Expenditures.  No  appropriation, 
purchase,  or  lease  shall  be  made,  pursuant  to  the  preceding  section  of 
this  article,  whereby  any  township  shall  obligate  itself  to  raise  by  taxa- 
tion in  the  aggregate,  any  sum  exceeding  one-half  mill  annually  on  the 
dollar  on  the  assessed  valuation  of  all  property,  offices,  professions,  and 
persons  in  the  township,  without  the  consent  of  a majority  of  the  electors 
obtained  as  hereinafter  provided.  Such  limitation  of  obligation  shall  only 
apply  to  funds  which  it  is  necessary  to  raise  by  taxation,  and  not  to  funds 
unappropriated  which  may,  at  the  time  of  the  lease  or  purchase,  be  in  the 
township  treasury,  either  derived  from  taxes  in  previous  years,  or  from 
gifts  or  donations. 

Section  3003.  Submission  o£  Question  to  Voters.  Whenever 
any  township  shall,  by  ordinance,  provide  for  the  appropriation,  purchase, 
or  leasing  of  private  property,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  the  amount 
required  by  taxation  in  any  year  shall  exceed  one-half  mill  on  the  dollar 
of  valuation,  as  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  the  township  commis- 
sioners shall  cause  the  question  of  such  appropriation,  purchase,  or  leasing 
to  be  submitted  to  the  electors  of  the  township  at  the  municipal  or 
general  election  next  occurring  after  the  expiration  of  ninety  days  from 
the  date  of  such  ordinance. 

Section  3004.  Notice  o£  Election.  The  township  commissioners 
shall  give  notice  of  the  proposed  submission  of  such  question  by  weekly 
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advertisements,  in  not  more  than  three  newspapers  published  in  the 
township,  for  a period  of  three  weeks  immediately  preceding  the  day 
of  election,  and,  if  no  newspapers  are  published  therein,  by  twenty  printed 
handbills  posted  in  conspicuous  places  at  least  twenty-one  days  prior  to 
such  election. 

Section  3005.  Form  of  Ballot.  For  the  purpose  of  having  such 
question  appear  upon  the  ballot,  the  township  commissioners  shall  certify 
the  question  to  the  county  commissioners  at  least  twenty-one  days  before 
the  day  of  the  election.  'I'he  question  may  he  stated  substantially  as 
follows : 

Shall  the  township  of acquire  by  purchase  or  con- 
demnation, or  both,  at  a price  not  exceeding dollars 

(or  by  lease  for  not  more  than years,  at  an  annual 

rental  of  not  more  than dollars),  property  for  the 

purpose  of  making  (or  of  enlarging)  public  parks,  parkways,  play- 
grounds, playfields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or  indoor 
recreation  centers  within  the  locality  bounded  by 

The  board  of  commissioners  may,  at  their  discretion,  omit  the  desig- 
nation of  the  locality. 

Section  3006.  Result  of  Election.  Resubmission  of  Question 
Limited.  The  result  of  the  vote  on  such  question  shall  be  ascertained 
and  certified  in  the  same  manner  as  the  vote  on  the  election  of  officers 
named  on  the  same  ballots.  No  such  question,  determined  negatively 
by  the  voters,  shall  be  again  submitted  until  one  municipal  or  general 
election  shall  intervene. 

Section  3007.  Liability  of  Township  for  Property  taken.  The 

appropriation  of  private  property  for  the  purpose  of  making,  enlarging, 
and  maintaining  public  parks,  parkways,  and  playgrounds  is  declared  to 
be  the  taking  of  private  property  for  public  use,  and  for  all  damage 
suffered  by  the  owners  of  any  property  so  taken  the  funds  of  the  town- 
ship raised  by  taxation  shall  he  pledged  as  security. 

Section  3008.  Appointment  of  Viewers.  Whenever  any  township 
appropriates  private  proi^erty  under  the  provisions  of  this  article,  and 
is  unable  to  agree  with  the  owners  or  leasees  for  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation, or  whenever,  l)y  reason  of  the  absence  or  legal  incapacity  of 
any  owner  or  lessee,  no  such  compensation  can  he  agreed  upon,  the 
courts  of  common  pleas,  or  any  law  judge  thereof  in  vacation,  on  appli- 
cation thereto  by  the  township  or  any  person  interested,  shall  appoint 
three  viewers  from  the  county  board  of  viewers,  wbo  shall  proceed  to 
assess  the  damages  as  provided  in  this  act  for  eminent  domain  pro- 
ceedings. 

Section  3009.  Power  to  Maintain  Park  and  Recreation  Boards. 

Townships  may  improve,  maintain,  and  regulate  public  parks,  parkways, 
playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  and 
indoor  recreation  centers. 

The  authority  to  supervise  and  maintain  parks,  playgrounds,  play- 
fields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or  indoor  recreation 
centers  may  be  vested  in  any  existing  body  or  board  or  in  a park  board 
or  recreation  board,  as  the  township  commissioners  may  determine.  The 
local  authorities  of  any  such  township  may  equip,  operate  and  maintain  I 
the  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums,  swimming  pools,  public 
baths  or  indoor  recreation  centers  as  authorized  by  this  act.  Such  local  1 
authorities  may,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this 
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act,  employ  play  leaders,  recreation  directors,  supervisors,  superintendents, 
or  any  other  officers  or  employes  as  they  deem  proper. 

Section  3010.  Park  or  Recreation  Boards.  Appointment  and 
Personnel  of.  If  the  township  commissioners  shall  determine  that  the 
power  to  equip,  operate,  and  maintain  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields, 
gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or  recreation  centers  shall 
be  exercised  by  a park  board  or  recreation  board,  they  may  establish,  in 
said  township,  such  park  board  or  recreation  board,  which  shall  possess 
all  the  powers,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  responsibilities  of  the  respective 
local  authorities  under  this  act.  Either  such  boards,  when  established, 
shall  consist  of  five  persons.  The  members  of  such  boards  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  commissioners  of  such  township,  and  shall  serve  for 
terms  of  five  years  or  until  their  successors  are  appointed,  except  that 
the  members  of  such  board  first  appointed  shall  be  appointed  for  such 
terms  that  the  term  of  one  member  shall  expire  annually  thereafter. 
Members  of  such  board  shall  serve  without  pay.  Women  shall  be  eligible 
for  appointment.  Vacancies  in  such  board,  occurring  otherwise  than 
by  expiration  of  term  shall  be  for  the  unexpired  term,  and  shall  be 
filled  in  the  same  manner  as  original  appointments. 

Section  3011.  Organization  of  Boards.  The  members  of  a park 
board  or  recreation  board,  established  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  elect 
their  own  chairman  and  secretary  and  select  all  other  necessary  officers, 
to  serve  for  a period  of  one  year,  and  may  employ  such  persons  as 
may  be  needed  as  authorized  by  this  act.  Such  boards  shall  have  power 
to  adopt  rules  and  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  all  business  within 
their  jurisdiction. 

Section  3012.  Expenses  of  Operation  and  Maintenance.  All 

expenses  incurred  in  the  operation  of  such  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields, 
gymnasiums,  swimming  pools,  public  baths,  and  indoor  recreation  centers, 
established  as  herein  provided,  shall  be  payable  from  the  treasury  of 
such  township.  The  township  commissioners  may  cause  to  be  raised 
by  special  taxation,  such  tax,  not  to  exceed  two  mills  on  the  dollar  of 
the  assessed  valuation  of  taxable  property  in  such  township,  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  and  operating  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields, 
gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  and  recreation  centers. 

Section  3013.  Joint  Acquisition  and  Maintenance  of  Public 
Parks,  Playgrounds,  Recreation  Centers,  Et  Cetera.  Townships  may, 
jointly  with  cities,  counties,  boroughs,  other  townships  of  either  class, 
or  any  combination  or  number  of  such  units,  acquire  property  for, 
operate  and  maintain,  any  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums, 
public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or  indoor  recreation  centers. 

(b)  Shade  Tree  Cominission 

Section  3020.  Right  of  Establishment.  Townships  may  establish 
a commission  to  be  known  as  the  Shade  Tree  Commission  of  such 
township. 

Section  3021.  Personnel  of  Commission.  Appointment.  Terms. 
Vacancies.  The  commission  shall  be  composed  of  three  freeholders  of 
the  township,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  township  commissioners  and 
shall  serve  without  compensation. 

Whenever  a shade  tree  commission  is  established  by  any  township, 
the  township  commissioners  shall  appoint  three  freeholders — one  for  a 
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term  of  three  years,  one  for  a term  of  four  years,  and  one  for  a term 
of  five  years. 

On  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  any  shade  tree  commissioner,  a 
successor  shall  be  appointed  by  the  township  commissioners,  to  serve 
for  a term  of  five  years. 

Vacancies  in  the  office  of  shade  tree  commissioner  shall  be  filled 
by  the  township  commissioners,  for  the  unexpired  term. 

Section  3022.  Acceptance  of  Provisions  of  Act.  Whenever,  in 
any  township,  there  exists  a commission  for  the  care  of  public  parks, 
the  township  commissioners  may,  by  a majority  vote,  accept  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  subject  of  the  shade  tree 
commission,  and  thereafter  the  park  commission  shall  have  all  the 
powers  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  prescribed  by  this  article  for  the 
shade  tree  commission. 

Section  3023.  General  Powers  of  Commission.  The  commission 
shall  have  exclusive  custody  and  control  of  the  shade  trees  in  the  town- 
ship, and  is  authorized  to  plant,  remove,  maintain,  and  protect  shade 
trees  on  the  public  highways  in  the  township. 

Section  3024.  Hiring  of  Employes.  Legislative  power  of  Com- 
mission. The  commission  may  employ  and  pay  such  superintendents, 
engineers,  foresters,  tree  wardens,  or  other  assistants,  as  the  proper 
performance  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  it  shall  require,  and  may 
make,  publish  and  enforce  regulations  for  the  care  and  protection  of  the 
shade  trees  of  the  township.  No  such  regulation  shall  be  in  force  until 
it  has  been  approved  by  the  township  commissioners  and  until  it  has 
been  published  at  least  twice  in  one  or  two  newspapers  of  the  township. 

Section  3025.  Report  of  Commission.  The  shade  tree  commission 
shall  annually  report  in  full  to  the  township  commissioners  its  transactions 
and  expenses  for  the  last  fiscal  year  of  the  township.  The  park  com- 
mission, in  townships  accepting  this  article,  may  incorporate  such  trans- 
actions and  expenses  in  its  regular  report  to  the  township  commissioners. 

Section  3026.  Notice  of  Commission’s  Activities,  Planting  or 
Removal  of  Shade  Trees.  Whenever  any  shade  tree  commission  or 
park  commission  in  townships,  accepting  these  provisions,  proposes  to 
plant,  transplant,  or  remove  shade  trees  on  any  highway,  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting  at  which  such  work  is  to  be  considered  shall 
be  given  in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in  the  township,  once 
a week  for  two  weeks,  immediately  preceding  the  time  of  the  meeting. 
The  notice  shall  specify  in  detail  the  highways  or  portions  thereof,  upon 
which  trees  are  proposed  to  be  so  planted,  replanted,  or  removed. 

Section  3027.  Landholders  Liability  for  Costs.  The  cost  of 
planting,  transplanting,  or  removing  any  shade  trees  in  the  highways 
of  the  township,  of  the  necessary  and  suitable  guards,  curbing,  or  grading 
for  the  protection  thereof,  and  of  the  replacing  of  any  pavement  or  side- 
walk necessarily  disturbed  in  the  execution  of  such  work,  shall  be  paid 
by  the  owner  of  the  real  estate  in  front  of  whose  property  the  work  is 
done. 

The  amount  each  freeholder  is  to  pay  shall  be  ascertained  and 
certified  by  the  commission  to  the  township  commissioners  and  to  the 
township  treasurer. 

Section  3028.  Notice  to  and  Collection  of  Costs  From  Property 
Holders.  Upon  the  filing  of  the  certificate  with  the  township  commis- 
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sioners,  the  township  secretary  shall  cause  thirty-days’  written  notice  to 
be  given  to  the  persons  against  whose  property  an  assessment  has  been 
made.  The  notice  shall  state  the  amount  of  the  assessment  and  the 
time  and  place  of  payment,  and  shall  he  accompanied  by  a copy  of 
the  certificate. 

The  amount  assessed  against  the  real  estate  shall  be  a lien  from 
the  time  of  the  filing  of  the  certificate  with  the  township  commissioners, 
and,  if  not  paid  within  the  time  designated  in  the  notice,  a claim  may 
be  filed  and  collected  by  the  township,  in  the  same  manner  as  municipal 
claims  are  filed  and  collected. 

Section  3029.  Procedure  Costs  Paid  by  Township.  Funds  for. 

The  cost  and  expenses  of  caring  for  such  trees  after  having  been  planted, 
and  the  expense  of  publishing  the  notice  provided  in  the  preceding 
section,  shall  be  paid  by  the  township. 

The  needed  amount  shall  each  year  be  certified  by  the  shade  tree 
commissioners  to  the  township  commissioners,  and  shall  be  drawn  against 
as  required  by  the  commission,  in  the  same  manner  as  money  appro- 
priated for  township  purposes. 

The  township  commissioners,  instead  of  levying  the  tax  authorized 
under  the  general  tax  levying  powers  of  this  act,  may  provide  for  the  ex- 
pense of  caring  for  trees  already  planted  and  of  publishing  the  notice  re- 
quired by  the  preceding  section,  by  appropriations  equal  to  the  amount 
certified  to  be  required  by  the  shade  tree  commission. 

Section  3030.  Penalties.  The  commission  may  assess  penalties  for 
the  violation  of  its  regulations,  and  of  this  article  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  shade  trees.  Any  penalty  so  assessed  shall  be  a lien  upon  the  real 
estate  of  the  offender,  and  may  be  collected  as  municipal  claims  are 
collected. 

Section  3031.  Disposition  of  Penalties.  All  penalties  or  assess- 
ments imposed  under  this  article  shall  be  paid  to  the  township  treasurer, 
to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  shade  tree  commission,  subject  to  be 
drawn  upon  by  the  commission  for  the  purposes  of  the  preceding  sections. 

(c)  Forests 

Section  3040.  Right  of  Acquisition  of  Forest  Lands.  Townships 
may  acquire  by  purchase,  gift,  or  lease,  and  hold,  tracts  of  land  covered 
with  forest  or  tree  growth,  or  suitable  for  the  growth  of  trees,  and 
administer  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Forests  and 
Waters,  in  accordance  with  the  practices  and  principles  of  scientific 
forestry,  for  the  benefit  of  the  township.  Such  tracts  may  be  of  any 
size  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  may  be  located  within  or  without  the 
township  limits. 

Section  3041.  Approval  of  Secretary  of  Forests  and  Waters. 

Before  the  passage  of  any  ordinance  for  the  acquisition  of  land  to  be 
used  as  township  forests,  the  township  commissioners  shall  submit  to 
the  Secretary  of  Forests  and  Waters,  and  secure  his  approval,  of  the 
area  and  location  of  such  land. 

Section  3042.  Ordinance  and  Notice.  Whenever  the  township 
commissioners  deem  it  expedient  to  acquire  any  lands  for  forests  they 
shall  so  declare  in  an  ordinance,  wherein  shall  be  set  forth  all  facts  and 
conditions  relating  to  the  proposed  action,  which  proposed  ordinance 
shall  be  advertised  once  a week  for  three  weeks  prior  to  its  passage. 
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Section  3043.  Appropriation  for  Acquisition.  All  money  necessary 
for  the  purchase  of  such  tracts  shall  be  appropriated  in  the  same  manner 
as  appropriations  for  township  purposes,  and  such  funds  may  be  pro- 
vided from  the  current  revenue  or  by  the  proceeds  of  a sale  of  bonds 
in  accordance  with  existing  law. 

Section  3044.  Control  of  Forests  by  Secretary  of  Forests  and 
Waters.  Upon  the  acquisition  of  any  forests  or  lands  suitable  for 
forests,  the  township  commissioners  shall  notify  the  Secretary  of  Forests 
and  Waters,  who  shall  make  such  rules  for  the  government  and  proper 
administration  of  the  same  as  may  he  necessary ; and  the  secretary 
shall  publish  such  rules,  declare  the  uses  of  the  forest  in  accordance 
with  the  intent  of  this  article,  and  make  such  provision  for  its  adminis- 
tration, maintenance,  protection,  and  development  as  shall  be  necessary 
or  expedient.  The  rules  governing  the  administration  of  such  forests 
shall  have  for  their  main  purpose  the  producing  of  a continuing  township 
revenue  by  the  sale  of  forest  products. 

Section  3045.  Appropriation  for  Maintenance.  All  moneys 
necessary  to  he  expended  for  the  administration,  maintenance,  protection, 
and  development  of  such  forests  shall  he  appropriated  and  applied  as 
is  now  done  for  township  purposes.  All  revenue  and  emoluments  arising 
from  such  forests  shall  be  paid  into  the  township  treasury,  to  be  used 
for  general  township  purposes. 

Section  3046.  Use  of  Township  Forests  as  Outing  Grounds. 

Township  forests  may  he  used  by  the  public  as  general  outing  or  recre- 
ation grounds,  subject  to  the  rules  governing  their  administration. 

Section  3047.  Disposition  of  Township  Forests.  Procedure. 
Ordinance.  Submission  of  Question.  Whenever  the  township  commis- 
sioners deem  it  expedient  to  alienate  any  forest,  or  part  thereof,  they 
shall  so  declare  in  an  ordinance,  wherein  shall  be  set  forth  all  the  facts 
and  conditions  relating  to  the  proposed  action,  which  proposed  ordinance 
shall  be  advertised  once  a week  for  three  weeks  prior  to  its  passage.  No 
ordinance  shall  be  effective  in  legalizing  such  alienation  until  it  has  been 
approved  by  a majority  vote  of  the  people  at  the  next  ensuing  election. 

Section  3048.  Appropriation  of  Moneys  to  Forestry  Organiza- 
tions. The  commissioners  of  any  township  may  appropriate  moneys 
from  their  respective  treasuries  to  any  forest  protection  association  co5p- 
erating  in  forest  work  with  the  State  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters, 
or  to  be  expended  in  direct  cooperation  with  said  Department  of  Forests 
and  Waters  in  forest  work. 

ARTICLE  XXXI 
Zoning 

Section  3101.  Grant  of  Power.  For  the  purpose  of  promoting 
health,  safety,  morals  or  the  general  welfare  of  townships,  the  boards 
of  township  commissioners,  are  hereby  empowered  to  regulate  and  re- 
strict the  height,  number  of  stories,  and  size  of  buildings  and  other 
structures,  and  percentage  of  lot  that  may  be  occupied,  the  size  of 
yards,  courts,  and  other  open  spaces,  the  density  of  population,  and  the 
location  and  use  of  buildings,  structures,  and  land  for  trade,  industry, 
residence,  or  other  purpose ; and  may  also  establish  and  maintain  build- 
ing lines  and  set  back  building  lines  upon  any  or  all  public  streets,  roads, 
highways,  lanes  and  alleys. 
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Section  3102.  Districts.  For  any  or  all  said  purposes,  the  board 
of  township  commissioners,  may  divide  the  township  into  districts  of 
such  number,  shape,  and  area  as  may  be  deemed  best  suited  to  carry  out 
the  purpose  of  this  act ; and,  within  such  districts,  it  may  regulate  and 
restrict  the  erection,  construction,  reconstruction,  alteration,  repair,  or 
use  of  buildings,  structures,  or  land.  All  such  regulations  shall  be  uniform 
for  each  class  or  kind  of  buildings  throughout  each  district,  hut  the 
regulations  in  one  district  may  dither  from  those  in  another  district. 

Section  3103.  Purpose  in  View.  Such  regulations  shall  he  made 
in  accordance  with  a comprehensive  plan,  and  designed  to  lesson  con- 
gestion in  the  streets,  to  secure  safety  from  fire  panic  and  other  dangers, 
to  promote  health  and  the  general  welfare,  to  provide  adequate  light  and 
air  and  to  prevent  the  overcrowding  of  land,  to  avoid  undue  concentration 
of  population,  to  facilitate  the  adequate  provision  of  transportation,  water, 
sewerage,  schools,  parks,  and  other  public  requirements.  Such  regula- 
tions shall  be  made  with  reasonable  consideration,  among  other  things, 
to  the  character  of  the  district  and  its  peculiar  suitability  for  particular 
uses,  and  with  a view  to  conserving  the  value  of  buildings  and  encourag- 
ing the  most  appropriate  use  of  land  throughout  such  township. 

Section  3104.  Method  of  Procedure.  The  hoard  of  township 
commissioners  of  such  town.ship,  shall  provide,  by  ordinance,  the  manner 
in  which  such  regulations  and  restrictions  and  the  boundaries  of  such 
districts  shall  be  determined,  established,  and  enforced,  and,  from  time 
to  time,  amended,  supplemented,  or  changed.  However,  no  such  regula- 
tion, restriction,  or  boundary  shall  become  effective  until  after  a public 
hearing  in  relation  thereto,  at  which  parties  in  interest  and  citizens  shall 
have  an  opportunity  to  he  heard.  At  least  fifteen-days’  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  such  hearing  shall  be  published  in  an  official  paper  or 
a paper  of  general  circulation  in  such  township  of  the  first  class. 

Section  3105.  Changes.  Such  regulations,  restrictions,  and 
boundaries  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  amended,  supplemented,  changed, 
modified,  or  repealed.  In  case,  however,  of  a protest  against  such  change, 
signed  by  the  owners  of  twenty  per  centum  or  more,  either  of  the  area 
of  the  lots  included  in  such  proposed  change,  or  of  those  immediately 
adjacent  in  the  rear  thereof  extending  one  hundred  feet  therefrom,  or  of 
those  directly  opposite  thereto  extending  one  hundred  feet  from  the 
street  frontage  of  such  opposite  lots,  such  amendment  shall  not  become 
effective  except  by  the  favorable  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  the  members 
of  the  board  of  township  commissioners  of  such  township.  The  provi- 
sions of  the  previous  section  relative  to  public  hearings  and  official  notice 
shall  apply  equally  to  all  changes  or  amendments. 

Section  3106.  Zoning  Commission.  In  order  to  avail  itself  of 
the  powers  conferred  by  this  act,  the  board  of  township  commissioners, 
shall  appoint  a commission  of  five  citizens,  to  be  known  as  the  Zoning 
Commission,  to  recommend  the  boundaries  of  the  various  original  districts 
and  appropriate  regulations  to  be  enforced  therein.  Such  commission 
shall  make  a preliminary  report  and  hold  public  hearings  thereon  before 
submitting  its  final  report ; and  such  board  of  township  commissioners 
shall  not  hold  its  public  hearings  or  take  action  until  it  has  received  the 
final  report  of  such  commission. 

Section  3107.  Board  of  Adjustment.  Such  board  of  township 
commissioners  may  appoint  a board  of  adjustment,  and,  in  the  regula- 
tions and  restrictions  adopted  pursuant  to  the  authority  of  this  act,  may 
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provide  that  said  board  of  adjustment  may,  in  appropriate  cases  and 
subject  to  appropriate  conditions  and  safeguards,  make  special  exceptions 
to  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  in  harmony  with  its  general  purpose  and 
intent  and  in  accordance  with  general  or  specific  rules  therein  contained. 

The  board  of  adjustment  shall  consist  of  three  members,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  designated  to  serve  until  the  first  day  of  Januafy  following 
the  adoption  of  the  zoning  ordinance,  one  until  the  first  day  of  the  second 
January  thereafter,  and  one  until  the  first  day  of  the  third  January  there- 
after. Their  successors  shall  be  appointed,  on  the  expiration  of  their 
respective  terms,  to  serve  three  years.  The  members  of  the  board  shall 
be  removable  for  cause,  by  the  appointing  authority,  upon  written  charges 
and  after  public  hearing.  Vacancies  shall  be  filled  for  the  unexpired  term 
of  any  memlier  whose  term  becomes  vacant. 

Tbe  board  shall  adopt  rules  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
any  ordinance  adopted  pursuant  to  this  act.  Meetings  of  the  board  shall 
lie  held  at  the  call  of  the  chairman,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  board 
may  determine.  Such  chairman  or,  in  his  absence,  the  acting  chairman 
may  administer  oaths,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses.  All 
meetings  of  the  board  shall  be  open  to  the  public.  The  board  shall  keep 
minutes  of  its  proceedings,  showing  the  vote  of  each  member  upon  each 
question,  or  if  absent  or  failing  to  vote,  indicating  such  fact,  and  shall 
keep  records  of  its  examinations  and  other  official  actions,  all  of  which 
shall  be  immediately  filed  in  the  office  of  the  board  and  shall  be  a public 
record. 

Appeals  to  the  board  of  adjustment  may  be  taken  by  any  person 
aggrieved,  or  by  any  officer,  department,  board,  or  bureau  of  the  town- 
ship affected  by  any  decision  of  the  administrative  officer.  Such  appeal 
shall  be  taken  within  a reasonable  time,  as  provided  by  the  rules  of  the 
board,  by  filing  with  the  officer  from  whom  the  appeal  is  taken,  and  with 
the  board  of  adjustment,  a notice  of  appeal  specifying  the  grounds 
thereof.  The  officer  from  whom  the  appeal  is  taken  shall  forthwith  trans- 
mit to  the  board  all  the  papers  constituting  the  record  upon  which  the 
action  appealed  from  was  taken. 

An  appeal  stays  all  proceedings  in  furtherance  of  the  action  appealed 
from,  unless  the  officer  from  whom  the  appeal  is  taken  certifies  to  the 
board  of  adjustment,  after  the  notice  of  appeal  shall  have  been  filed  with 
him,  that,  by  reason  of  facts  stated  in  the  certificate,  a stay  would,  in  his 
opinion,  cause  imminent  peril  to  life  and  property.  In  such  case  pro- 
ceedings shall  not  be  stayed  otherwise  than  by  a restraining  order,  which 
may  be  granted  by  the  board  of  adjustment  or  by  a court  of  record  on 
application,  on  notice  to  the  officer  from  whom  the  appeal  is  taken,  and 
due  cause  shown. 

The  board  of  adjustment  shall  fix  a reasonable  time  for  tbe  hearing 
of  the  appeal,  give  public  notice  thereof,  as  well  as  due  notice  to  the 
parties  in  interest,  and  decide  the  same  within  a reasonable  time.  Upon 
the  hearing  any  party  may  appear  in  person  or  by  agent  or  by  attorney. 

The  board  of  adjustment  shall  have  the  following  powers: 

(1)  To  hear  and  decide  appeals  where  it  is  alleged  there  is  error 
in  any  order,  requirement,  decision,  or  determination  made  by  an  ad- 
ministrative official  in  the  enforcement  of  this  act  or  of  any  ordinance 
adopted  pursuant  thereto ; 

(2)  To  hear  and  decide  special  exceptions  to  the  terms  of  the 
ordinance  upon  which  such  board  is  required  to  pass  under  such  ordi- 
nance ; 
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(3)  To  authorize,  upon  appeal,  in  specific  cases,  such  variance  from 
the  terms  of  the  ordinance  as  will  not  be  contrary  to  the  public  interest, 
where,  owing  to  special  conditions,  a literal  enforcement  of  the  provisions 
of  the  ordinance  will  result  in  unnecessary  hardship,  and  so  that  the 
spirit  of  the  ordinance  shall  be  observed  and  substantial  justice  done. 

In  exercising  the  above  mentioned  powers,  such  board  may,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  this  article,  reverse  or  affirm,  wholly  or 
partly,  or  may  modify  the  order,  requirement,  decision,  or  determination 
appealed  from,  and  may  make  such  order,  requirement,  decision,  or 
determination  as  ought  to  be  made,  and,  to  that  end,  shall  have  all  the 
powers  of  the  officer  from  whom  the  appeal  is  taken. 

Any  person  or  persons,  jointly  or  severally,  aggrieved  by  any  decision 
of  the  board  of  adjustment,  or  any  taxpayer,  or  any  officer,  department, 
board,  or  bureau  of  the  township,  may  present  to  a court  of  record  a 
petition,  duly  verified,  setting  forth  that  such  decision  is  illegal  in  whole 
or  in  part,  specifying  the  grounds  of  the  illegality.  Such  petition  shall 
be  presented  to  the  court  within  thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  the  decision 
in  the  office  of  the  board. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  such  petition,  the  court  may  allow  an 
appeal,  directed  to  the  board  of  adjustment,  to  review  such  decisions  of 
the  board  of  adjustment,  and  shall  prescribe  therein  the  time  within  which 
a return  thereto  must  be  made  and  served  upon  the  relator’s  attorney, 
which  shall  not  be  less  than  ten  days,  and  may  be  extended  by  the  court. 
The  allowance  of  the  writ  shall  not  stay  proceedings  upon  the  decision 
appealed  from,  but  the  court  may,  on  application,  on  notice  to  the  board, 
and  on  due  cause  shown,  grant  a restraining  order. 

The  board  of  adjustment  shall  not  be  required  to  return  the  original 
papers  acted  upon  by  it,  but  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  return  certified  or 
sworn  copies  thereof,  or  of  such  portions  thereof,  as  may  be  called  for 
by  such  writ.  The  return  shall  concisely  set  forth  such  other  facts  as 
may  be  pertinent  and  material  to  show  the  grounds  of  the  decision  ap- 
pealed from,  and  shall  be  verified. 

If,  upon  the  hearing,  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  that  testimony  is 
necessary  for  the  proper  disposition  of  the  matter,  it  may  take  evidence, 
or  appoint  a referee  to  take  such  evidence  as  it  may  direct  and  report 
the  same  to  the  court  with  its  findings  of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law, 
which  shall  constitute  a part  of  the  proceedings  upon  which  the  determina- 
tion of  the  court  shall  be  made.  The  court  may  reverse  or  affirm,  wholly 
or  partly,  or  may  modify  the  decision  brought  up  for  review. 

Costs  shall  not  be  allowed  against  the  board,  unless  it  shall  appear 
to  the  court  that  it  acted  with  gross  negligence  or  in  bad  faith  or  with 
malice  in  making  the  decision  appealed  from. 

All  issues  in  any  proceedings  under  this  section  shall  have  prefer- 
ence over  all  other  civil  actions  and  proceedings. 

Section  3108.  Remedies.  In  case  any  building,  or  structure  is 
erected,  constructed,  reconstructed,  altered,  repaired,  converted,  or  main- 
tained, or  any  building,  structure,  or  land  is  used  in  violation  of 
this  article  or  of  any  ordinance  or  other  regulation  made  under  authority 
conferred  hereby,  the  proper  local  authorities  of  the  township,  in  addition 
to  other  remedies,  may  institute  any  appropriate  action  or  proceedings 
to  prevent  such  unlawful  erection,  construction,  reconstruction,  alteration, 
repair,  conversion,  maintenance,  or  use,  to  restrain,  correct,  or  abate 
such  violation,  to  prevent  the  occupancy  of  said  building,  structure,  or 
land,  or  to  prevent  any  illegal  act,  conduct,  business,  or  use  in  or  about 
such  premises. 
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Section  3109.  Conflict  With  Other  Laws.  Whenever  the  regu- 
lations made  under  authority  of  this  act  require  a greater  width  or  size 
of  yards,  courts,  or  other  open  spaces,  or  require  a lower  height  of  build- 
ings or  less  number  of  stories,  or  require  a greater  percentage  of  lot  to 
l)e  left  unoccupied,  or  impose  other  higher  standards  than  are  required 
in  any  other  statute  or  local  ordinance  or  regulation,  the  provisions  of 
the  regulations  made  under  authority  of  this  article  shall  govern.  Wher- 
ever the  provisions  of  any  other  statute  or  local  ordinance  or  regulation 
require  a greater  width  or  size  of  yards,  courts,  or  other  open  spaces,  or 
require  a lower  height  of  building  or  a less  number  of  stories,  or  require 
a greater  percentage  of  lot  to  be  left  unoccupied,  or  impose  other  higher 
standards  than  are  required  by  the  regulations  made  under  authority  of 
this  article,  the  provisions  of  such  statute  or  local  ordinance  oi  regulation 
shall  govern. 

Section  3110.  Act  Not  to  Apply  to  Certain  Buildings  o£  Public 
Service  Corporations.  This  article  shall  not  apply  to  any  existing  or 
proposed  building,  or  extension  thereof,  used  or  to  be  used  by  public 
service  corporations,  if,  upon  petition  of  the  corporation,  the  Public 
Service  Commission  shall,  after  a public  hearing,  decide  that  the  present 
or  proposed  situation  of  the  building  in  question  is  reasonably  necessary 
for  the  convenience  or  welfare  of  the  public. 

ARTICLE  XXXII 
Enforcement  of  Ordinances 

Section  3201.  Proceedings  for  Violation  of  Township  Ordi- 
nances. All  proceedings  for  the  violation  of  township  ordinances,  and 
for  the  collection  of  fines  and  penalties  imposed  thereby,  may  be  com- 
menced by  warrant  or  by  summons,  at  the  discretion  of  the  justice  of 
the  peace  before  whom  the  proceeding  is  begun.  No  warrant  shall  be 
issued  except  u])on  complaint,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  specifying  the  ordi- 
nance for  the  violation  of  which  the  same  is  issued.  All  proceedings  shall 
be  directed  to  and  be  served  by  any  policeman  or  constable  of  the  town- 
shi]i,  who  shall  execute  the  same  anywhere  within  the  State  as  may  be 
jirovided  by  law.  Warrants  shall  be  returnalde  forthwith,  and,  upon 
such  return,  like  proceedings  shall  be  had  in  all  cases  as  in  summary  con- 
victions, with  the  same  right  of  appeal  from  any  final  judgment  entered 
therein,  except  where  otherwise  provided  by  existing  laws. 

Section  3202.  Arrests  on  View.  Complaints.  When  any  per- 
son is  arrested  on  view,  a complaint,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be 
immediately  made,  whereupon  the  like  proceedings  shall  be  bad  as  upon 
a warrant  issued. 

Section  3203.  Disposition  of  Fines  and  Penalties.  All  fines 
or  penalties  for  the  violation  of  township  ordinances  shall  be  paid  over 
to  the  township  treasurer. 

Section  3204.  Incarceration  of  Violators  of  Township  Ordi- 
. nances.  Collection  of  Fines  and  Penalties.  Any  person  arrested  for 
the  violation  of  a township  ordinance  may  be  committed  to  the  township 
lockup  pending  a hearing  or  trial.  In  case  there  is  no  suitable  lockup  or 
place  in  which  to  detain  prisoners,  the  person  arrested  may  be  committed 
to  the  county  jail.  No  person  shall  be  committed  pending  a hearing  for 
a longer  period  than  twenty-four  hours  except  where  Sunday  intervenes. 
Upon  judgment  against  any  person  by  summary  conviction  or  by  pro- 


105 


ceedings  by  summons,  on  default  of  fine  or  penalty  imposed  by  said  judg- 
ment and  the  costs,  the  defendant  may  be  sentenced  and  committed  to  the 
township  lockup  for  a period  not  exceeding  five  days,  or  to  the  county 
jail  for  a period  not  exceeding  thirty  days.  No  fine  or  penalty  shall 
exceed  three  hundred  dollars  for  any  single  violation  of  any  ordinance. 
In  case  the  defendant  has  goods  or  property  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  out 
of  which  said  judgment  and  costs  can  be  collected  by  execution,  capias, 
or  other  process,  the  plaintiff  in  the  action  may  elect  to  proceed  to  collect 
the  said  judgment  by  such  proceedings. 

Section  3205.  Township’s  Liability  for  Costs  of  Prisoners  to 
County.  When  a prisoner  is  committed  to  any  county  jail  or  prison, 
either  for  the  nonpayment  of  a fine  or  penalty  imposed  for  the  violation 
of  any  ordinance  of  a township,  or  while  awaiting  a hearing  upon  any 
charge  for  the  violation  of  any  ordinance  of  a township,  the  costs  of 
proceedings  and  the  expenses  of  maintaining  such  prisoner  during  his 
confinement  by  virtue  of  any  such  commitment  shall  be  paid  by  the 
township  whose  ordinances  were  alleged  to  have  been  violated  or  to  which 
any  such  fines  or  penalties  are  payable.  The  county  shall  not  be  liable 
to  the  sheriff  for  any  maintenance  or  to  any  officer  or  person  for  any  costs. 

ARTICLE  XXXIII 
Actions  By  and  Against  Townships 

Section  3301.  Commissioners  to  Bring  and  Defend  Suits.  All 
suits  by  a township  shall  be  brought  and  conducted  by  the  township 
commissioners.  In  all  suits  against  a township,  process  shall  be  served 
upon  and  defense  made  by  the  township  commissioners. 

Section  3302.  Rights  of  Taxpayers  to  Inquire  into  Judgments. 
Any  taxpayer  of  any  towniship  may  inquire  into  the  validity  of  any 
judgment,  or  defend  the  township  in  any  suit  or  judgment,  upon  filing 
a petition  with  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which  such  suit 
is  pending  or  judgment  exists,  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  that  the  tax- 
payer believes  that  injustice  will  he  done  to  the  township  in  such  suit  or 
judgment.  Whenever  it  is  deemed  necessary  the  court  may  order  such 
taxpayer  to  file  a bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by 
court,  to  save  harmless  the  township  from  all  costs  that  may  accrue  in 
such  proceeding  subsequent  to  the  filing  of  such  petition. 

Section  3303.  Appeals  By  Taxpayers.  Whenever  a judgment  is 
rendered  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman  against  any  township, 
and  a right  of  appeal  is  given  to  such  township,  and  for  ten  days 
immediately  after  the  rendition  of  such  judgment  the  township  officials 
neglect  to  perfect  an  appeal,  any  taxpayer  of  such  township  may  take 
an  appeal,  in  behalf  of  the  township,  from  such  judgment  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  within  the  time  prescribed  for  the  taking 
of  such  appeal. 

Section  3304.  Affidavit  and  Bail  By  Taxpayers.  In  taking  the 
appeal,  the  taxpayers  shall  make  an  affidavit  that  the  same  is  not  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  delay,  but  because  he  verily  believes  that  injustice  has 
been  done.  The  taxpayer  shall  pay  the  costs  of  the  appeal,  and  enter 
sufficient  bail  for  the  payment  of  all  costs  before  the  justice  of  the  peace 
or  alderman  and  all  costs  in  the  court  of  common  pleas. 

Section  3305.  Taxpayers  Parties  to  Suits.  Upon  the  filing  of 
such  appeal  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  the  taxpayer 
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shall  be  made  a party  to  the  suit  and  shall  have  the  right  to  defend  such 
township  therein. 

Section  3306.  Recovery  of  Municipal  Claims  By  Suit.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  remedies  provided  by  law  for  the  filing  of  liens  for  the 
collection  of  municipal  claims,  townships  may  proceed  for  the  recovery 
and  collection  of  municipal  claims  by  action  of  assumpsit  against  the 
person  or  persons  who  were  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  property  at  the 
time  of  the  completion  of  the  improvement,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
there  was  a failure  on  the  part  of  any  such  township,  or  its  agents,  to 
enter  any  such  municipal  claim  as  a lien  against  the  property  assessed 
for  the  improvement,  and  for  the  recovery  of  which  the  action  of  as- 
sumpsit was  brought.  Any  such  action  in  assumpsit  shall  be  commenced 
within  three  years  after  the  completion  of  the  improvement  from  which 
said  claim  arises. 

This  section  shall  extend  to  all  municipal  claims  where  the  improve- 
ment was  heretofore  made,  where  the  action  of  assumpsit  has  been 
instituted  under  the  provisions  of  prior  acts  of  Assembly,  and  where 
the  claim  is  not  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  affecting  actions  of 
debt  or  assumpsit. 

EXPOSITION  TO  FIRST  CLASS  TOWNSHIP  LAW 

Note:  The  word  “Code”  as  used  herein  refers  to  the  Township  Code  of  July 
14,  1917,  P.  L.  840. 

Sec.  101  from  Sec.  1,  Code. 

Sec.  102.  New. 

Sec.  103  from  Sec.  2,  Code. 

Sec.  104  from  Sec.  3,  Code. 

Sec.  105  from  Sec.  4,  Code. 

Sec.  106  from  Sec.  5,  Code. 

Sec.  107  from  Sec.  6,  Code. 

Sec.  108  from  Sec.  7,  Code. 

Sec.  109  from  Sec.  9,  Code. 

Sec.  201  from  Sec.  15,  wbicb  came  from  Sec.  6,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L. 
104,  as  amended  by  May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  160;  April  1,  1905,  P.  L. 
97,  and  May  29,  1907,  P.  L.  305.  The  section  has  been  redrafted 
since  classification  will  not  depend  alone  on  population,  but  a change 
of  classification  requires  also  the  consent  of  the  electors. 

Sec.  205  from  Sec.  30,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Arpil  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  March  24,  1909,  P.  L.  56. 

Sec.  206  from  Sec.  31,  Code,  which  came  from  April  28,  1899,  P.  L. 
104,  as  amended  by  March  24,  1909,  P.  L.  56.  This  section  was 
altered  and  Secs.  207  and  208  (new)  were  added  to  change  the 
existing  law  which  makes  the  transition  of  a township  of  the  second 
class  to  a township  of  the  first  class  mandatory  upon  the  ascertain- 
ment of  the  fact  of  sufficient  population.  Under  the  terms  of  the 
proposed  bill,  the  consent  of  the  voters  is  required  to  make  such 
transition. 

Secs.  210  to  229  inclusive  provide  uniform  system  for  the  creation  of 
a new  township  of  the  first  class  by  either  (a)  the  division  of  a 
township  of  the  first  class  into  two  townships;  or  (b)  the  consoli- 
dation of  two  or  more  townships  of  the  first  class  located  in  the 
same  county;  and  the  adjustment  of  indebtedness  and  organization 
of  townships  affected. 
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The  Code  provided  for  three  procedures : 

(1)  Designation  of  segregated  township  areas  as  townships  of  the 
first  class;  (2)  division  of  townships;  and  (3)  consolidation  of 
townships.  The  first  procedure,  being  very  apparently  a special 
enactment  to  meet  a given  situation  and  having  apparently  accom- 
plished its  purpose  is  omitted.  The  second  and  third  are  consolidated 
as  already  stated. 

The  existing  law  which  is  covered  by  the  above  sections  is  as 
follows : 

Secs.  29a,  29b  and  29c  of  the  Code  as  added  by  April  27,  1925,  P. 
L.  308  (omitted)  ; Secs.  40  and  41,  of  the  Code,  which  came  from 
April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537,  Sec.  42  of  the  Code  which  came  from 
April  26,  1854,  P.  L.  489,  Secs.  43,  45  and  46  of  the  Code  which 
came  from  March  14,  1857,  P.  L.  93;  Sec.  44  of  the  Code,  which 
came  from  April  24,  1857,  P.  L.  304;  Secs.  50,  51  and  52  of  the 
Code,  which  came  from  April  22,  1905,  P.  L.  288;  Sec.  55,  Code, 
which  came  from  Sec.  1,  April  4,  1907,  P.  L.  44  and  Sec.  1,  May  8, 
1876,  P.  L.  136;  Sec.  60,  Code,  which  came  from  April  12,  I860, 
P.  L.  109;  Sec.  65,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  21,  1927,  P.  L.  336; 
Secs.  66,  67,  68  and  69,  Code,  as  added  bv  amendment  of  Mav  16. 
1921,  P.  L.  573,  Act  of  May  8,  1919,  P.  L.  130,  Act  of  April  29,  1925, 
P.  L.  39;  Sec.  110,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  26,  1921,  P.  L.  286, 
and  April  20,  1921,  P.  L.  186;  Sec.  115,  Code,  which  came  from 
April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  301  from  Sec.  95,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  May  24,  1887, 
P.  L.  203. 

Secs.  302  to  307  inclusive,  consolidate  into  one  system  the  two  systems 
provided  for  in  the  Code  to  (a)  alter  the  lines  of  two  or  more  ad- 
joining townships,  (b)  cause  the  lines  or  boundaries  of  townships 
to  be  ascertained  and  established,  and  (c)  ascertain  and  establish 
disputed  lines  and  boundaries  between  two  or  more  townships  or 
between  townships  and  cities  or  boroughs.  The  Code  sections  super- 
seded are  as  follows:  Secs.  70  and  71  which  came  from  April  15, 
1834,  P.  L.  537 ; Sec.  72  which  came  from  April  26,  1854,  P.  L.  489 ; 
Sec.  73  which  came  from  May  1,  1861,  P.  L.  539;  Secs.  80,  81,  82 
and  83,  which  came  from  June  3,  1893,  P.  L.  284;  Sec.  90  which 
came  from  Sec.  1,  April  4,  1907,  P.  D.  44;  Sec.  1,  May  6,  1876,  P.  L. 
136,  and  Sec.  3,  June  3,  1893,  P.  L.  284. 

Secs.  401,  402,  403  and  405  from  Code,  Sec.  33,  as  added  by  April  20, 
1921,  P.  L.  186,  and  amended  by  March  13,  1929,  P.  L.  22. 

Secs.  405  and  406  from  part  of  Sec.  34,  Code,  as  added  by  April  20, 
1921,  P.  L.  186,  and  amended  by  March  13,  1929,  P.  L.  22. 

Secs.  407  and  408,  new,  and  apparently  necessary  to  provide  adequate 
machinery  for  the  election  or  appointment  of  township  commissioners 
when  (a)  a township  is  first  divided  into  wards,  and  (b)  when  new 
wards  are  created. 

Sec.  409,  new,  drafted  to  cover  provisions  of  the  amendment  to  Code, 
Sec.  34,  by  March  13,  1929,  P.  L.  22,  and  to  fit  the  penal  provisions 
thereof  into  the  general  law. 

Sec.  501,  from  Sec.  100,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  84,  April  15,  1834, 
P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  502,  from  Sec.  101,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  503,  from  Sec.  102,  Code, 
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Secs.  504  and  505  from  Sec.  110,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  20,  1921, 
P.  L.  186;  April  26,  1921,  P.  L.  286  and  April  30,  1925,  P.  L.  399; 
original  Code  section  from  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by 
June  1,  1915,  P.  L.  684.  The  sections  are  redrafted  in  order  to 
simplify  the  language.  The  provisions  relating  to  elections  when 
townships  are  created,  have  been  incorporated  in  Article  II. 

Sec.  506  from  Sec.  Ill,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  April  27,  1909, 
P.  L.  187. 

Secs.  510  and  511  from  Sec.  115,  Code,  as  amended  by  May  13,  1927, 
P.  L.  1001.  The  Code  material  is  from  Sec.  4,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L. 
104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  May  13,  1915,  P.  L.  303.  Matter  re- 
ferring to  newly  organized  townships  carried  in  Article  II. 

Sec.  515  from  Sec.  120,  Code,  as  amended  by  June  18,  1919,  P.  L.  501, 
Code  material  is  from  Sec.  5,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104.  Redrafted 
to  conform  with  existing  office  holders.  The  provisions  of  the  Code 
section  are  most  confusing. 

Secs.  516  and  517,  from  Sec.  121,  Code,  which  came  from  April  23,  1903, 
P.  L.  284.  Matter  referring  to  newly  organized  townships  trans- 
ferred to  Article  II. 

Secs.  525  and  526  from  Sec.  126,  Code,  as  added  by  amendment  of  May 
1,  1929,  P.  L.  1194. 

Sec.  530  from  Sec.  130,  Code,  which  was  from  Sec.  4,  June  3,  1911, 
P.  L.  628.  The  exi)iration  time  of  appointed  officers  in  this  and 
following  section  is  altered. 

Sec.  531  from  Sec.  131,  Code,  which  was  from  Sec.  3,  June  3,  1911, 
P.  L.  628.  Provisions  of  section  extended  to  include  controller. 

Sec.  532  from  Sec.  133,  Code. 

Sec.  601  from  Sec.  190,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  86,  April  15,  1834, 
P.  L.  537. 

See.  602  from  Sec.  191,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  May  25,  1907, 
P.  L.  225.  In  accord  with  April  26,  1923,  P.  L.  105. 

Sec.  603  from  May  13.  1927,  P.  L.  992. 

Sec.  604  from  Secs.  192  and  193,  Code,  which  came  from  March  22, 
1907,  P.  L.  27. 

Secs.  701  and  702  from  Secs.  210  and  211,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec. 
6,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  June  5,  1913, 
P.  L.  424. 

Sec.  703  from  Sec.  212,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  June  1,  1915,  P.  L.  684. 

Sec.  704  from  Sec.  213,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  10,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  705  from  Sec.  214,  Code,  as  added  by  amendment  of  May  16,  1921, 
P.  L.  564. 

Sec.  801  from  Sec.  270,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  13,  April  28,  1899, 
and  Sec.  5,  April  27,  1909,  P.  L.  198.  The  amount  of  bond  required 
is  reduced  one-half. 

Sec.  802  from  Sec.  271,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  14,  April  28,  1899. 
P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  June  7,  1907,  P.  L.  452. 

Sec.  803  from  Sec.  272,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  13,  April  28, 
1899,  P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  804  from  Sec.  273,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  April  27,  1909, 
P.  L.  198. 

Sec.  805  from  Sec.  274,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1 and  2,  May  28, 
1907,  P.  L.  273. 
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Sec.  806,  from  Sec.  275,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  June  25,  1885, 
P.  L.  187,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  May  8,  1909,  P.  L.  474. 

Sec.  807  from  Sec.  260,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  May  16,  1857, 
P.  L.  535. 

Sec.  808  from  Sec.  261,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  98,  May  15,  1834, 
P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  809  new.  Requiring  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  designate 
banking  institutions  as  depository  for  township  funds.  Requiring 
bonds  from  such  depositories.  Requiring  the  township  treasurer 
to  keep  township  funds  in  such  depositories  and  relieving  the  treas- 
urer from  certain  responsibilities. 

Sec.  901  from  Sec.  300,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  19,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104  and  Sec.  100,  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  902  from  Sec.  301,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  June  3,  1911, 
P.  L.  626. 

Sec.  903  from  Sec.  302,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  June  3,  1911, 
P.  L.  626,  and  Sec.  101,  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  1001  new.  The  section  makes  the  township  auditor  an  individual 
or  firm  licensed  as  a certified  public  accountant  and  appointed  by 
the  court  which  shall  also  fix  the  compensation.  The  powers  of  such 
officer  are  practically  the  same  as  the  elective  officers  under  the  Code. 
The  following  sections  conform  with  such  change. 

Sec.  1002  from  Sec.  326,  Code,  which  came  from  Secs.  50,  51  and  105, 
April  15,  1834,  P.  R.  537. 

Sec.  1003  from  Sec.  327,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  May  3,  1909, 
P.  L.  392  and  Sec.  2,  June  9,  1911,  P.  L.  865,  as  amended  by  Sec. 
3,  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254.  The  right  to  surcharge  township 
officers  is  new. 

Sec.  1004  from  Sec.  328,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  May  3,  1909, 
P.  L.  392. 

Sec.  1005  from  Sec.  329,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  May  3,  1909, 
P.  L.  392. 

Sec.  1006  from  Sec.  330,  Code,  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  April 
27,  1909,  P.  L.  261. 

Sec.  1007  new.  Provides  for  entry  of  unappealed  surcharges. 

Sec.  1008  from  Sec.  331,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  May  31,  1913, 
P.  L.  394. 

Sec.  1009  from  Sec.  332,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  June  9,  1911, 
P.  L.  865,  as  amended  by  Sec.  4,  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254. 

Sec.  1010  from  Sec.  333,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  June  9,  1911, 
P.  L.  865,  as  amended  by  Sec.  4,  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254. 

Sec.  1011  from  Sec.  334,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  May  31,  1913, 
P.  L.  394. 

Sec.  1012  from  Sec.  335,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  April  21, 
1915,  P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  1013  from  Sec.  336,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  May  31,  1913, 
P.  L.  394. 

Sec.  1014  from  Sec.  337,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  June  9,  1911, 
P.  L.  875,  as  amended  by  Sec.  4,  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254,  and  Sec. 
3,  May  31,  1913,  P.  L.  394. 

Sec.  1015  from  Sec.  338,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  April  21,  1915, 

P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  1016  from  Sec.  339,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  May  31,  1913, 
P.  L.  394. 
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Sec.  1017  from  Sec.  340,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  May  6,  1844, 
P.  L.  564. 

Sec.  1018  from  Sec.  341,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  June  9,  1911, 
P.  L.  865. 

Sec.  1019  from  April  22,  1929,  P.  L.  630. 

Secs.  1101,  1102,  1103,  1104,  1105,  1106,  1107,  1108,  1109,  1110,  1111, 
1112  and  1113  from  Secs.  342  to  354  inclusive.  Code  as  added  by 
May  1,  1929,  P.  L.  1194.  The  requirements  as  to  the  bond  of  the 
controller  and  the  amount  of  his  salary  are  altered. 

Secs.  1201,  1202,  1203  and  1204  are  new.  The  sections  provide  for  the 
appointment,  bond,  powers,  duties  and  compensation  of  a township 
solicitor.  Patterned  after  similar  provisions  in  the  Borough  Code. 
Secs.  1301,  1302,  1303,  1304,  1305  and  1306  are  new.  The  sections  pro- 
vide for  the  qualification,  appointment,  bond,  powers,  duties  and 
compensation  of  a township  engineer.  Patterned  after  similar  pro- 
visions in  the  Act  of  June  27,  1913,  P.  L.  568,  (Third  Class  City 
Law). 

Secs.  1310,  1311,  1312,  1313,  1314  and  1315  are  new.  The  sections  pro- 
vide for  the  adoption  of  a complete  system  of  real  estate  registration 
in  townships,  supplanting  the  inadequate  system  contained  in  Sec. 
303  of  the  Code.  Patterned  after  similar  provisions  in  the  Act  of 
June  27,  1913,  P.  L.  568.  (Third  Class  City  Law). 

Secs.  1401,  1402,  1403,  1404,  1405,  1406  and  1407  are  in  the  main  new, 
establishing  a new  system  for  the  appointment,  control,  duties  and 
powers  of  township  police,  superseding  the  system  provided  for  in 
Secs.  355,  356,  357  and  358  of  the  Code.  The  basic  provisions  other 
than  the  means  of  appointment  are  incorporated  herein. 

Sec.  1408  from  Sec.  1,  July  14,  1897,  P.  L.  266. 

Secs.  1409,  1410,  1411,  1412,  1413  and  1414  from  April  30,  1925,  P. 
L.  384. 

Sec.  1501  from  Sec.  380,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  April  15,  1834, 
P.  L.  537.  The  provision  as  to  contracts  is  carried  under  Article 
XVIII. 

Sec.  1502  from  Sec.  381,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  7,  April  29,  1899, 
P.  L.  104. 

Clause  I from  Clause  I,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  25,  1929,  P.  L. 
769,  Code.  Material  is  from  Clause  VIII,  Sec.  7,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104.  The  period  of  advertising  ordinances  has  been 
shortened. 

Clause  II  from  Clause  II,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  IX,  Sec. 
7,  April  28,  1899,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  April  19,  1905,  P.  L. 
221.  The  fine  limit  of  penal  ordinances  is  doubled. 

Clause  III  new. 

Clause  IV  from  Clause  XXV,  Code,  as  added  by  April  21,  1927, 
P.  L.  337,  (No.  199). 

Clause  V from  Clause  III,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  V,  Sec.  7, 
April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  July  9,  1901, 
P.  L.  627. 

Clause  VI  from  Clause  IV,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  V,  Sec. 
7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  July  9,  1901, 
P.  L.  627.  Limitation  of  time  of  incarceration  of  untried  pris- 
oners added. 

Clause  VII  new. 


Ill 


Clause  VIII  from  Clause  V,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  V,  Sec. 
7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  July  9,  1901, 
P.  L.  627. 

Clause  IX  new. 

Clause  X from  Clause  VI,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  V,*Sec. 
7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  July  9, 
1901,  P.  L.  627. 

Clause  XI  from  Clause  VIII,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  10,  1929, 
P.  L.  470.  Code  material  is  from  Sec.  10,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L. 
104,  and  Sec.  27,  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Clause  XII  from  Clause  XIII,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  April 
28,  1876,  P.  L.  51. 

Clause  XIII  from  Clause  XXII,  Code,  as  added  by  April  27,  1925, 
P.  L.  306. 

Clause  XIV  from  Clause  XVII,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  V, 
Sec.  7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  July  9, 
1901,  P.  L.  627. 

Clause  XV  from  April  1,  1925,  P.  L.  113. 

Clause  XVI  from  Clause  XVI,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  May 
1,  1913,  P.  L.  144;  and  Clause  XVIII,  Code,  which  came  from 
Clause  V,  Sec.  7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec. 
1,  July  9,  1901,  P.  L.  627. 

Clause  XVII  from  Clause  XIX,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1, 
March  18,  1909,  P.  L.  40. 

Clause  XVIII  from  Clause  XXIII,  Code,  as  added  by  amendment 
of  June  6,  1909,  P.  L.  424,  and  amended  by  April  29,  1925, 
P.  L.  368. 

Clause  XIX  from  May  11,  1927,  P.  L.  964. 

Clause  XX  from  July  19,  1917,  P.  L.  1115. 

Clause  XXI  from  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  949. 

Clause  XXII  new. 

Clause  XXIII  from  April  27,  1925,  P.  L.  305.  The  provisions  have 
been  broadened  to  include  all  fire  insurance  companies,  public 
liability  insurance,  group  insurance,  and  workmen’s  compensa- 
tion for  firemen.  The  last  provision  in  accord  with  May  25, 
1925,  P.  L.  494. 

Clause  XXIV  is  new. 

Clause  XXV  is  new. 

Clause  XXVI  from  Clause  XI,  Code,  from  Sec.  7,  Clause  IV, 
April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104.  Provisions  are  extended. 

Clause  XXVII  from  Clause  XII,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  6, 
1925,  P.  L.  153.  Code  material  is  from  Sec.  1,  June  25,  1913, 
P.  L.  561.  Section  extended  to  control  garbage  disposal. 

Clause  XXVIII  new. 

Clause  XXIX  new. 

Clause  XXX  from  Clause  IX,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  IV, 
Sec.  7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 

Clause  XXXI  from  Clause  VII,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  V, 
Sec.  7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  July  9, 
1901,  P.  L.  627.  The  right  to  license  has  been  added. 

Clause  XXXII  new. 

Clause  XXXIII  from  Clause  XIII,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3, 
April  28,  1876,  P.  L.  51. 

Clause  XXXIV  from  April  27,  1927,  P.  L.  460. 
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Clause  XXXV  from  June  5,  1913,  P.  L.  419. 

Clause  XXXVI  from  Clause  XX,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1, 
June  25,  1895,  P.  L.  298. 

Clause  XXXVII  from  April  30,  1925,  P.  L.  371. 

‘Clause  XXXVIII  from  May  3,  1923,  P.  L.  136. 

Clause  XXXIX  from  May  5,  1921,  P.  L.  381. 

Clause  XL  from  Clause  XXI,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  March 
15,  1909,  P.  L.  33. 

Clause  XLI  from  Clause  XXII,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1, 
June  20,  1895,  P.  L.  332. 

Clause  XLII  from  May  12,  1921,  P.  L.  544. 

Clause  XLIII  new. 

Clause  XLIV  new. 

Secs.  1601  to  1602  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of  June  12,  1913,  P.  L.  471 
as  amended  by  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of  April  7,  1927,  P.  L.  155. 
Secs.  1603,  1604  and  1605  from  Secs.  3,  4 and  5,  Act  of  June  12,  1913, 
P.  L.  471. 

Sec.  1606  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  June  12,  1913,  P.  L.  471  as  amended  by 
Act  of  April  14,  1915,  P.  L.  114. 

Secs.  1607  and  1608  from  Secs.  7 and  8,  Act  of  June  12,  1913,  P.  L.  471. 
Sec.  1609  from  Sec.  9,  Act  of  June  12,  1913,  P.  L.  471  as  amended  by 
Sec.  3,  Act  of  April  7,  1927,  P.  L.  155. 

Sec.  1610  from  Sec.  9A,  Act  of  June  12,  1913,  P.  L.  471  as  added  by 
Sec.  4,  Act  of  April  7,  1927,  P.  L.  155. 

Secs.  1611,  1612,  1613  and  1614  from  Secs.  10,  11,  12  and  13,  Act  of 
June  12,  1913,  P.  L.  471. 

Secs.  1620,  1621,  1622,  1623,  1624,  1625,  1626  and  1627  from  Secs.  775 
to  782,  Code  which  came  from  Act  of  April  17,  1905,  P.  L.  193  as 
amended  by  Act  of  June  20,  1911,  P.  L.  1087.  Act  of  June  8,  1907, 
P.  L.  503  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  19,  1911,  P.  L.  1036  also  sup- 
plied. 

Sec.  1701  from  Sec.  390,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  27, 
1909,  P.  L.  198,  which  supplemented  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L. 
104. 

Sec.  1702  from  part  of  Sec.  391,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  March  28, 
1929,  P.  L.  107.  Act  supplemented  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 
Sec.  1703  from  Sec.  392,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  3, 
1911,  P.  L.  626,  which  supplemented  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L. 
104. 

Sec.  1704  from  part  of  Sec.  391,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  March  28, 
1929,  P.  L.  107  and  Sec.  395,  Code  as  added  by  amendment  of  March 
17,  1921,  P.  L.  36,  Code  source  matter  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  3, 
1911,  P.  L.  626,  which  supplemented  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L. 
104.  Part  of  amendatory  matter  of  1929  eliminated  as  restrictive 
rather  than  broadening. 

Sec.  1705.  New. 

Sec.  1706  from  Sec.  394,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 

27,  1909,  P.  L.  198.  Penal  provision  as  to  treasurer  omitted. 

Sec.  1707  from  part  of  Sec.  395,  Code.  In  accord  with  Act  of  April  11, 
1929,  P.  L.  518. 

Sec.  1708  from  Sec.  396,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  8,  Act  of  April 

28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  1709  from  Sec.  397,  Code  as  amended  by  Acts  of  May  16,  1921,  P. 
L.  575,  May  7,  1925,  P.  L.  556  and  April  22,  1929,  P.  L.  625.  The 
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Code  source  matter  is  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104, 
Sec.  1,  Act  of  March  18,  1909,  P.  L.  40,  and  Sec.  5,  Act.  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349,  and  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June  26,  1895,  P.  L.  324. 

Sec.  1710  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  4,  1927,  P.  L.  738. 

Sec.  1711  from  Sec.  398,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  March 
31,  1865,  P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  1712  from  Sec.  399,  Code  which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  15,  Act  of 
April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  109.  The  limitation  to  first  day  of  June  is 
from  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  965. 

Sec.  1713  from  Sec.  400,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P. 
L.  482,  Code  source  matter  from  part  of  Sec.  15,  Act  of  April  28, 
1899,  P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  1714  from  Sec.  401,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P. 
L.  482,  Code  source  matter  from  Secs.  1,  3 and  4 Act  of  May  20, 
1913,  P.  L.  248.  The  forfeiture  clause  relating  to  the  township 
treasurer  is  eliminated. 

Sec.  1715  from  Sec.  402,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P. 
L.  482,  Code  source  matter  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  4,  1901,  P.  L. 
361.  Per  cent  penalty  after  expiration  of  year  is  removed. 

Sec.  1716  from  Sec.  403,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  16,  Act  of  April 
28,  1899,  P.  L.  104.  The  three-month  provision  is  eliminated. 

Sec.  1717  from  Sec.  404,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  20, 
1913,  P.  L.  248. 

Sec.  1718  from  Sec.  405,  Code  which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  48,  Act  of 
April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  409. 

Sec.  1719  from  Sec.  406,  Code  which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  11,  Act  of 
June  25,  1885,  P.  L.  187. 

Sec.  1801  from  Cl.  Ill,  Sec.  380,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act 
of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  1802  from  Sec.  393,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  June  3, 

1911,  P.  L.  262  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  23,  1913,  P.  L. 
306. 

Sec.  1803.  New. 

Sec.  1804  from  Act  of  May  10,  1917,  P.  L.  158,  Sec.  1 of  which  was 
amended  by  Act  of  March  28,  1929,  P.  L.  106. 

Sec.  1805.  New. 

Sec.  1806  from  Act  of  July  18,  1917,  P.  L.  1083. 

Sec.  1807  from  Act  of  April  22,  1927,  P.  L.  350.  Restrictions  in  this 
section  limited  to  the  township  alone. 

Secs.  1901,  1902,  1903,  1904,  1905,  1906,  1907,  1908,  1909,  1910,  1911, 

1912,  1913,  1914,  1915,  1916,  1920,  1921,  1922,  1923,  1924,  1925, 

1926,  1927,  1928,  1929,  1930,  1931,  1932,  1933,  1934,  1935,  1936, 

1937,  1938,  1939,  1940,  1941,  1942,  1943,  1944,  1945,  1946,  1947, 

1948,  1949,  1950,  1951,  1952  and  1953  composing  Article  XIX,  in- 
clude a complete  system  for  eminent  domain  and  the  assessment  of 
damages  and  benefits  to  cover  all  cases  under  the  proposed  Code  in 
which  such  right  is  exercised  and  such  procedure  necessary.  Por- 
tions of  the  provisions  herein  contained  are  taken  from  the  numerous 
and  varying  provisions  under  the  existing  Code,  others  from  a 
similar  article  in  the  Borough  Code,  upon  which  this  article  is 
modeled. 

Sec.  2001  from  Sec.  625,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L. 
634,  Code  material  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  May  23,  1913,  P.  L.  348. 
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Sec.  2005  from  Sec.  495  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  30,  1929,  P. 
L.  876,  Code  material  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  7,  1901,  P.  L.  516. 
Power  included  to  vacate  unopened  roads,  and  connect  with  roads 
of  adjacent  municipalities,  as  covered  in  Sec.  511,  Code,  which  came 
from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  J\larch  18,  1901,  P.  L.  51. 

Sec.  2006  from  Sec.  496,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  5, 
1849,  P.  L.  397. 

Sec.  207  from  Sec.  497,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  7, 
1901,  P.  L.  510. 

Sec.  2008  from  Sec.  498,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  30,  1929,  P. 

L.  876,  Code  material  from  Sec.  1,  June  7,  1901,  P.  L.  510. 

Sec.  2009  from  Sec.  499,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  7, 
1901,  P.  L.  510. 

Sec.  2010  from  Sec.  500,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  30,  1929,  P. 

L.  876,  Code  material  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  7,  1901,  P.  L.  510. 
Sec.  2011  from  Sec.  509,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  June  7, 
1901,  P.  L.  510. 

Sec.  2012  from  Sec.  510,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P. 
L.  666,  Code  material  came  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L. 
551,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Acts  of  June  7,  1907,  P.  L.  452,  and  April 
13,  1927,  P.  L.  184. 

Sec.  2013  from  part  of  Sec.  660,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  28, 
1927,  P.  L.  493,  Code  material  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  June  13,  1836, 
P.  L.  551,  and  Sec.  9,  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  and  Act 
of  April  1,  1925,  P.  L.  100. 

Sec.  2014  from  part  of  Sec.  660  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  28,  1927, 
P.  L.  493,  Code  material  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L. 
551,  and  Sec.  9,  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  2015  from  Sec.  640,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  24,  1929,  P. 
L.  654.  The  portion  requiring  the  consent  of  the  township  com- 
missioners is  from  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  635. 

Secs.  2020  and  2021  from  Sec.  850,  Code  as  added  by  Act  of  May  13, 
1925,  P.  L.  673,  and  amended  by  Acts  of  March  22,  1927,  P.  L.  55, 
and  April  25,  1929,  P.  L.  769. 

Secs.  2022,  2023,  2024  and  2025  from  Secs.  851,  852  and  854,  Code  as 
added  by  Act  of  April  25,  1929,  P.  L.  769. 

Sec.  2030  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

Sec.  2031  from  Secs.  2 and  3,  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

Sec.  2032  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

Sec.  2033  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

Sec.  2035  from  Secs.  1,  2,  3 and  4,  Act  of  March  17,  1925,  P.  L.  38. 

The  provisions  as  to  widening  roads  omitted  as  already  covered. 
Sec.  2040  from  Secs.  1,  2,  3 and  4,  Act  of  June  14,  1923,  P.  L.  801 
Sec.  2045  from  Secs.  685  and  686,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  5,  1911,  P.  L.  123,  as  amended  by  Act  of  July  11,  1917,  P.  L. 
777.  Costs  of  curbs,  gutters,  sidewalks  and  retaining  walls  exempted 
from  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Sec.  2050.  New.  Drawn  after  similar  provisions  in  Borough  Code. 

Sec.  2051  from  Sec.  810,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  15, 
1911,  P.  L.  982. 

Secs.  2052,  2053,  2054  and  2055.  New.  Drawn  after  similar  provisions 
in  Borough  Code.  The  provisions  of  Secs.  2050,  2052,  2053,  2054 
and  2055  were  covered  by  Secs.  550  to  565  in  the  Code. 
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Sec.  2056.  New.  Covers  provisions  of  part  of  Sec.  564,  Code  which 
came  from  Secs.  5 and  6,  Act  of  May  23,  1913,  P.  L.  348. 

Secs.  2060,  2062  and  2063.  New.  Drawn  after  similar  provisions  in 
the  Borough  Code.  The  subject  matter  was  to  an  extent  covered 
in  the  Code  by  Secs.  535,  536,  537  and  538. 

Sec.  2061  from  Sec.  810,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  15, 
1911,  P.  L.  982. 

Sec.  2065  from  Sec.  695,  Code  covering  provisions  of  Sec.  28,  Act  of 
June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  2066  from  Sec.  696,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  29,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551.  The  provisions  as  to  viewers  is  changed. 

Sec.  2067.  First  part  new.  Last  two  paragraphs  from  Sec.  699,  Code 
as  amended  by  Act  of  May  10,  1921,  P.  L.  427,  Code  material  from 
Secs.  32  and  67,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551.  Proviso  new. 

Sec.  2070  from  Sec.  830,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of 
April  1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  2071  from  Sec.  831,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of 
April  1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  2072  from  Sec.  832,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  April  1, 
1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  2073  from  Sec.  833,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  1, 
1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  2074  from  Sec.  834,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  April  1, 
1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  2075  from  Sec.  835,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  April  1, 
1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  2078  from  Sec.  750,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  26, 
1897,  P.  L.  98. 

Sec.  2080  from  Sec.  735,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  iMay  16,  1921,  P.  L. 
554,  Code  material  from  Sec.  61,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  2081  from  Sec.  737,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  23, 
1909,  P.  L.  171,  and  Sec.  739,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act 
of  April  23,  1909,  P.  L.  171,  and  Sec.  69,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P. 
L.  551. 

Sec.  2083  from  Secs.  725  and  726,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  16, 
1921,  P.  L.  564. 

Sec.  2084  from  Sec.  727,  Code  as  amended  bv  Acts  of  May  16,  1921, 
P.  L.  546,  June  14,  1923,  P.  L.  773,  April'  29,  1925,  P.  L.  365,  and 
April  21,  1927,  P.  L.  337. 

Sec.  2086  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of  May  22,  1923,  P.  L.  315. 

Sec.  2088  from  Secs.  845  and  846,  Code  which  came  from  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  2090  from  Sec.  710,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  2091  from  Sec.  711,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  2092  from  Sec.  712,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  2093  from  Sec.  713,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  2094  from  Sec.  714,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  2095  from  Sec.  715,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 
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Sec.  2096  from  Sec.  716,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 

12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  2101  from  Secs.  670  and  671,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  10  and 
33,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  2105  from  Act  of  April  4,  1929,  P.  L.  149. 

Sec.  2110  from  Secs.  672,  673  and  674,  Code  which  came  from  Secs. 

1 and  2,  Act  of  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  267. 

Sec.  2115  from  Act  of  June  20,  1919,  P.  L.  513. 

Sec.  2120  from  Act  of  May  1,  1925,  P.  L.  428. 

Sec.  2125  from  Sec.  820,  Code  which  came  from  Act  of  May  28,  1907, 
P.  L.  287. 

Sec.  2130  from  Secs.  600,  601  and  602,  Code  which  came  from  Act  of 
July  10,  1901,  P.  L.  637. 

Sec.  220L  from  Sec.  855,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
23,  1913,  P.  L.  348. 

Sec.  2205  from  Sec.  865  and  part  of  Sec.  869,  Code  which  came  from 
Secs.  1 and  5,  Act  of  June  15,  1911,  P.  L.  987.  The  other  Code 
sections  on  this  subject  are  eliminated,  it  being  regulated  by  the 
Public  Service  Commission  Law. 

Sec.  2210  from  Sec.  890,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  31,  Act  of  June 

13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  2211  from  Sec.  891,  Code. 

Sec.  2220  from  Sec.  900,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  34,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  2221  from  Sec.  901,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  34,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551  and  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  12,  1855,  P.  L.  220. 

Sec.  2222  from  Sec.  902,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
12,  1855,  P.  L.  220. 

Sec.  2225  from  Sec.  910,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  11, 
1879,  P.  L.  146  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  15,  1911,  P.  L. 
970,  also  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  11,  1879,  P.  L.  146. 

Sec.  2301.  New.  The  section  gives  general  authority  to  the  township, 
which  was  in  part  covered  by  Code. 

Sec.  2302  from  Sec.  960,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  June  26, 
1895  P.  L.  324. 

Sec.  2305  from  Sec.  982,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  13,  1925, 
P.  L.  675.  Code  material  from  Act  of  April  23,  1903,  P.  L.  265 ; 
also  from  Sec.  982,  Code  which  came  from  Act  of  April  23,  1923, 
P.  L.  265.  The  powers  of  the  township  are  broadened  permitting 
construction  by  township  as  well  as  by  property  owners.  Clause 
added  requiring  consent  of  State  Department  of  Highways  to  paving 
upon  State  Highways. 

Sec.  2304  from  Sec.  1025,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  1,  1923,  P.  L. 
127,  Code  material  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  19,  1911,  P.  L.  1066; 
also  from  Secs.  1026  and  1027,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  2 and  3, 
Act  of  June  19,  1911,  P.  L.  1066. 

Sec.  2401  from  Sec.  1070,  Code  which  came  from  Clause  HI,  Sec.  7, 
Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  24,  1901,  P.  L.  294. 

Sec.  2402  from  Sec.  1071,  Code  which  came  from  Clause  HI,  Sec.  7, 
Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  24,  1901,  P.  L.  294. 

Sec.  2403  from  Sec.  1072,  Code  which  came  from  Clause  HI,  Sec.  7, 
Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  24,  1901,  P.  L.  294. 
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Sec.  2404  from  Sec.  1073,  Code  which  came  from  Clause  III,  Sec.  7, 
Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  24,  1901,  P.  L.  294. 

Sec.  2405  from  Sec.  1077,  Code  which  came  from  Clause  III,  Sec.  7, 
Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  24,  1901,  P.  L.  294. 

Sec.  2406  from  Secs.  1078  and  1080,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  July 
9,  1919,  P.  L.  797  and  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  41,  Code  ma- 
terial from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  February  23,  1905,  P.  L.  22. 

Sec.  2407  from  Sec.  1079,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  16,  1921, 

P.  L.  641,  Code  material  from- Sec.  2,  Act  of  February  23,  1905, 

P.  L.  22. 

Sec.  2408  from  Sec.  1081,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  July  9,  1919,  P.  L. 
797  and  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  641 ; Code  material  from  Sec. 

3,  Act  of  February  23,  1905,  P.  L.  22. 

Sec.  2409  from  Sec.  1082,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  July  9,  1919,  P.  L. 
797  and  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  641  ; Code  material  from  Sec. 

4,  Act  of  February  23,  1905,  P.  L.  22. 

Sec.  2410  from  Secs.  1084  and  1085,  Code  as  reenacted  by  Sec.  7,  Act 
of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  641. 

Sec.  2415  from  Sec.  1086,  Code  as  added  by  Act  of  May  11,  1927,  P.  L. 

966.  In  accord  with  Act  of  April  19,  1901,  P.  L.  82. 

Sec.  2420  from  Sec.  1095,  Code  which  came  from  Clause  III,  Sec.  7, 
Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
24,  1901,  P.  L.  294. 

Sec.  2425  from  Sec.  1105,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  1,  1923, 
P.  L.  121,  Code  material  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  23,  1913,  P.  L. 
348. 

Sec.  2430  from  Sec.  1115,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
23,  1913,  P.  L.  353. 

Sec.  2431  from  Sec.  1116,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May 
23  1913  P.  L.  353. 

Sec.  2435  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  27,  1927,  P.  L.  410. 

Sec.  2436  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  April  27,  1927,  P.  L.  410. 

Sec.  2440  from  Sec.  1140,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of 
May  1,  1909,  P.  L.  306  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  15,  1911,  P.  L. 
966. 

Sec.  2441  from  Sec.  1141,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  1, 
1909,  P.  L.  306  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  15,  1911,  P.  L. 
966. 

Secs.  2501,  2502,  2503,  2504,  2505,  2506,  and  2507,  comprising  Article 
XXV  and  providing  a system  for  the  collection,  by  installments,  of 
the  costs  of  improvements,  are  new  and  are  drafted  generally  from 
similar  provisions  in  the  Borough  Code. 

Secs.  2601  and  2602,  comprising  Article  XXVI,  are  new  and  are  drafted 
after  similar  provisions  in  the  Borough  Code. 

Sec.  2701  from  Sec.  1180,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  6,  1925, 
P.  L.  156;  Code  material  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  9,  1915,  P.  L.  70. 
Sec.  2702  from  Sec.  1181,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  April 
9,  1915,  P.  L.  70. 

Sec.  2703  from  Sec.  1183,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  April 
9,  1915,  P.  L.  70. 

Sec.  2704  from  Sec.  1183,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  April 
9,  1915,  P.  L.  70. 
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Sec.  2705  from  Sec.  1184,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  April  9, 
1915,  P.  L.  70. 

Sec.  2710  from  Sec.  1205,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  1, 
1911,  P.  L.  541. 

Sec.  2711  from  Sec.  1206,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  1, 
1911,  P.  L.  541. 

Sec.  2712  from  Sec.  1207,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  10,  Act  of  June 
5,  1913,  P.  L.  445. 

Sec.  2801  from  part  of  Sec.  1220,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  169,  also  from  1221,  Code  as  amended  by  Act 
of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  575.  Code  material  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
26,  1895,  P.  L.  324. 

Sec.  2802  from  part  of  Sec.  1220,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  10, 
1929,  P.  h.  469. 

Sec.  2803  from  Secs.  1222  and  1223,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act 
of  June  10,  1901,  P.  ly.  555  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  15, 
1913,  P.  L.  66. 

Secs.  2804  and  2805  from  Secs.  1224  and  1225,  Code  which  came  from 
Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  10,  1901,  P.  L.  555,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act 
of  April  15,  1913,  P.  L.  66. 

Sec.  2806  from  Secs.  1228  and  1229,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  3 and 
4,  Act  of  June  10,  1901,  P.  L.  555. 

Sec.  2901  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  24,  1923,  P.  L.  442  as  amended  by 
Act  of  May  15,  1925,  P.  L.  642. 

Sec.  2902  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  Alay  24,  1923,  P.  L.  442. 

Sec.  2903  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  24,  1923,  P.  L.  442. 

Sec.  2910  from  vSec.  1270,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  17, 
1883,  P.  L.  31. 

Sec.  2911  from  Sec.  1271,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  3, 
1915,  P.  L.  217. 

Sec.  2912  from  Act  of  May  14,  1925,  P.  L.  745. 

Sec.  3001  from  Sec.  1296,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  Ty.  401  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  20,  1913,  P.  L. 
257.  The  subject  matter  other  than  parks  and  playgrounds  and  the 
right  to  dedicate  existing  public  parks  is  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  July  8, 
1919,  P.  P.  784  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L. 
484  and  Sec.  1,  Act  of  March  24,  1927,  P.  L.  56.  The  bond  issue 

provisions  are  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784  as 

amended  by  Sec.  5,  Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484  and  Sec.  6, 
Act  of  March  24,  1927,  P.  L.  56. 

Sec.  3002  from  Sec.  1297,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  ly.  401,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  20,  1913, 
P.  L.  257. 

Sec.  3003  from  Sec.  1298,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401. 

Sec.  3004  from  Sec.  1299,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May 
3,  1909,  P.  L.  401. 

Sec.  3005  from  Sec.  1300,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401. 

Sec.  3006  from  Sec.  1301,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401. 

Sec.  3007  from  Sec.  1302,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401. 
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Sec.  3008  from  Sec.  1305,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401. 

Sec.  3009  from  Sec.  1295,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401.  Added  subject  matter  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  July 
8,  1919,  P.  L.  784  as  amended  by  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  11,  1921, 
P.  L.  484  and  Sec.  2,  Act  of  March  24,  1927,  P.  L.  56. 

Sec.  3010  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784  as  amended  by  Sec. 
3,  Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484  and  Sec.  3,  Act  of  March  24, 
1927,  P.  L.  56. 

Sec.  3011  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784  as  amended  by  Sec. 
5,  Act  of  March  24,  1927,  P.  L.  56. 

Sec.  3012  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784  as  amended  by 
Sec.  6,  Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484  and  Sec.  7,  Act  of  March 
24,  1927,  P.  L.  56. 

Sec.  3013  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784  as  amended  by 
Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484  and  Sec.  5,  Act  of  March 
24,  1927,  P.  L.  56.  The  provision  permitting  joinder  of  school 
districts  is  dropped. 

Sec.  3020  from  Sec.  1330,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3021  from  Sec.  1331,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act 
of  May  31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3022  from  Sec.  1332,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  31, 
1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3023  from  Sec.  1333,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3024  from  Sec.  1334,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3025  from  Sec.  1335,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3026  from  Sec.  1336,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3027  from  Sec.  1337,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3028  from  Sec.  1338,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3029  from  Sec.  1339,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3030  from  Sec.  1340,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3031  from  Sec.  1340,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3040  from  Sec.  1355,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
22,  1909,  P.  L.  124.  _ 

Sec.  3041  from  Sec.  1356,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3042  from  Sec.  1357,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  April 
22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3043  from  Sec.  1358,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  April 
22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3044  from  Sec.  1359,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  3 and  5,  Act 
of  April  22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3045  from  Sec.  1360,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  April 
22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 
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See.  3046  from  Sec.  1361,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  April 
22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3047  from  Sec.  1362,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  April 

22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3048  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  26,  1923,  P.  L.  90. 

Secs.  3101,  3102,  3103,  3104,  3105  and  3106  from  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5 and 

6,  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  957. 

Sec.  3107  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  957,  the  first  clause 
of  which  was  amended  by  Act  of  April  17,  1929,  P.  L.  529. 

Secs.  3108,  3109  and  3110  from  Secs.  8,  9 and  10,  Act  of  June  29,  1923, 
P.  L.  957. 

Sec.  3201  from  Sec.  1381,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
10,  1901,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  3202  from  Sec.  1382,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
10,  1901,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  3203  from  Sec.  1383,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
10,  1901,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  3204  frum  Sec.  1384,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  Jinie 

10,  1901,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  3205  from  Sec.  1385,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  July 

7,  1911,  P.  L.  677. 

Sec.  3301  from  Sec.  1395,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  3302  from  Sec.  1397,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  March 

23,  1877,  P.  L.  20. 

Sec.  3303  from  Sec.  1398,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 

11,  1911,  P.  L.  208. 

Sec.  3304  from  Sec.  1399,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
11,  1911,  P.  L.  208. 

Sec.  3305  from  Sec.  1400,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May 
11,  1911,  P.  L.  208. 

Sec.  3306  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of  April  17,  1929,  P.  L-.  57. 
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Drainage  Systems ; Sewer  Connections 
and  Rates;  Disposal  of  Sewage;  Assess- 
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(a)  Transient  Retail  Merchants, 1801-1803 

(b)  Restrictions, 1811-1813 
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XXL  Repeals,  2100 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  townships  of  the  second  class  are  hereby  amended,  consolidated, 
revised  and  changed  as  follows ; 

ARTICLE  I 
Preliminary  Provisions 

Section  101.  Short  Title.  This  act  shall  be  known,  and  may  be 
cited,  as  “The  Second  Class  Township  Law.”  This  act  shall  take  effect 
on  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Section  102.  Definitions.  The  word  “township”  or  “townships” 
as  used  in  this  act  shall  mean  a township  of  the  second  class,  unless  the 
context  indicates  otherwise. 

Section  103.  Excluded  Provisions.  This  act  does  not  include 
any  provisions,  and  shall  not  be  construed  to  repeal  any  acts,  relating  to — 

(a)  The  procedure  for  the  collection  of  municipal  and  tax  claims  by 

liens. 

(b)  The  method  of  incurring  or  increasing  bonded  indebtedness. 

(c)  Election  officers  and  conduct  of  elections. 

(d)  Poor  districts. 

(e)  Boards  of  health. 
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(f)  Public  schools  and  school  districts. 

(g)  Constables. 

(h)  Justices  of  the  peace. 

(i)  State  roads,  State-aid  roads,  and  private  roads. 

(j)  Township  reward. 

(k)  Validations  of  elections,  bonds,  ordinances,  and  acts  of  cor- 
porate officers. 

Section  104.  Saving  Clauses.  The  provisions  of  this  act  so  far 
as  they  are  the  same  as  those  of  existing  laws  are  intended  as  a continua- 
tion of  such  laws  and  not  as  new  enactments.  The  repeal  by  this  act  of 
any  act  of  Assembly  or  part  thereof  .shall  not  revive  any  act  or  part 
thereof  heretofore  repealed  or  superseded,  nor  affect  the  existence  or 
class  of  any  township  heretofore  created.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
not  affect  any  act  done,  liability  incurred,  or  right  accrued  or  vested,  or 
affect  any  suit  or  prosecution,  pending  or  to  be  instituted,  to  enforce  any 
right  or  penalty  or  punish  any  offense  under  the  authority  of  such  re- 
pealed laws.  All  resolutions,  regulations,  and  rules,  made  pursuant  to 
any  act  of  Assembly  repealed  by  this  act,  shall  continue  with  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  if  such  act  had  not  been  repealed.  Any  i^erson  holding 
office  under  any  act  of  Assembly  repealed  by  this  act  shall  continue  to 
hold  such  office  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  thereof,  subject  to  the 
conditions  attached  to  such  office  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Section  105.  Constitutional  Construction.  The  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  be  severable,  and  if  any  of  the  provisions  shall  be  held  to  be 
unconstitutional,  such  decision  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  any  of  the 
remaining  provisions  of  this  act.  It  is  hereby  declared  as  the  legislative 
intent  that  this  act  would  have  been  adopted  had  such  unconstitutional 
provision  not  been  included  therein. 

Section  106.  Construction  of  References.  Whenever,  in  this 
act,  reference  is  made  to  any  act  by  title,  such  reference  shall  also  apply 
to  and  include  any  codification  wherein  the  provisions  of  the  act  referred 
to  are  substantially  reenacted. 

Section  107.  How  Act  Applies.  This  act  shall  apply  to  all  town- 
ships of  the  second  class  within  the  Commonwealth  as  now  existing  or 
hereafter  created,  established  or  reestablished. 

Section  108.  Saving  Clauses  Where  Class  of  Township 
Changed.  Whenever  any  township  of  the  second  class  is  designated  a 
township  of  the  first  class,  or  whenever  any  township  of  the  first  class  is 
reestablished  as  a township  of  the  second  class,  or  whenever  any  town- 
ship is  divided,  all  liabilities  incurred,  rights  accrued  or  vested,  obligations 
issued  or  contracted,  and  all  suits  and  prosecutions  pending  or  to  be 
instituted  to  enforce  any  right  or  penalty  accrued,  or  punish  any  offense 
committed  prior  to  such  change  of  class  or  division,  and  all  resolutions, 
rules  and  regulations  shall  continue  wfith  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if 
no  such  change  or  division  had  been  made. 

Section  109.  Exception  as  to  Taxation.  This  act  does  not  pro- 
vide a complete  system  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township 
taxes : but  the  taxation  provisions  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  as 
supplementary  to  the  general  local  taxation  law’s.  All  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  relating  to  taxation  in  townships  of  the  second  class,  not  inconsistent 
with  this  act,  in  force  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  which  are  not 
reenacted  or  specifically  repealed  by  this  act,  shall  remain  in  force  as  to 
such  townships  in  the  same  manner  as  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 
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ARTICLE  II 

Classification  and  Creation  of  Townships  of  the  Second  Class 

(a)  Classification  of  Townships 

Section  201.  The  townships  now  in  existence  and  those  to  be  here- 
after created  are  divided  into  two  classes.  Townships  of  the  first  class 
shall  be  those  having  a population  of  at  least  three  hundred  inhabitants 
to  the  square  mile  which  have  been  heretofore  or  may  hereafter  be  cre- 
ated townships  of  the  first  class.  All  townships  not  townships  of  the 
first  class  shall  be  townships  of  the  second  class.  A change  from  one 
class  to  the  other  shall  hereafter  be  made  only  as  provided  by  this  act, 
or  the  laws  relating  to  townships  of  the  first  class. 

(b)  Creation  of  Townships 

Section  205.  Manner  in  Which  Townships  May  Be  Created. 

The  courts  of  quarter  sessions  may,  upon  the  presentation  of  jietitions  as 
hereinafter  provided,  create  new  townships : 

(a)  Out  of  parts  of  two  or  more  townships  of  the  second  class  lo- 
cated in  the  same  county. 

(b)  By  the  division  of  a township  of  the  second  class  into  two 
townships. 

(c)  By  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more  townships  of  the  second 
class  located  in  the  same  county. 

Section  206.  Petitions.  Petitions  for  the  creation  of  townships  in 
the  manner  hereinbefore  provided,  shall  be  signed  either  (a)  by  the  own- 
ers of  real  property  representing  at  least  twenty-five  per  centum  of  the 
assessed  valuation  of  the  township  or  each  of  the  townships  affected  by 
such  creation,  division,  or  consolidation,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  (b)  by 
registered  voters  equal  in  number  to  at  least  twenty-five  per  centum  of 
the  highest  total  vote  cast  for  candidates  for  any  office  in  the  township 
or  townships  affected  as  the  case  may  be  at  the  last  preceding  municipal 
election.  Such  petitions  shall  be  sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  at  least  three 
of  the  signers.  Petitions  for  the  consolidation  of  townships  may  also  be 
presented  when  signed  by  a majority  of  the  supervisors  of  each  of  the 
townships  proposed  to  be  consolidated  and  sworn  to  and  subscribed  by 
at  least  one  supervisor  from  each  such  township.  Such  petitions  shall 
set  forth  the  name  of  any  proposed  new  township,  and  shall  specify  the 
reasons  for  such  creation,  division  or  consolidation.  Each  such  petition 
shall  be  accompanied  by  an  accurate  map  or  plot  prepared  by  an  engineer 
showing  the  lines  of  any  new  township  proposed  to  be  erected  out  of  parts 
of  two  or  more  townships,  and  the  lines  of  the  existing  townships  as 
affected  by  such  creation,  or  the  lines  of  any  township  and  the  division 
line  in  case  where  a township  is  divided,  or  the  lines  of  the  new  township 
where  two  or  more  townships  are  to  be  consolidated,  and  the  present 
division  lines  between  such  townships.  Where  natural  marks  are  on  such 
lines,  they  shall  also  be  shown. 

Section  207.  Confirmation  Nisi  of  Petition.  Notice  of  Filing. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  any  such  petition,  the  same  shall  be  confirmed 
nisi  and  the  court  shall,  by  its  order,  require  such  notice  to  be  given  by 
the  pietitioners  to  the  residents  and  supervisors  of  the  townships  affected 
as  it  deems  proper. 


128 


Section  208.  Exceptions.  Confirmation  Absolute  of  Petition. 

Within  thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  such  petition,  any  taxpayer  of  the 
township  or  townships  affected,  as  the  case  may  be,  may  file  exceptions 
to  such  petition,  questioning  the  sufficiency  of  the  number  of  signers,  or 
the  legality  of  any  signatures,  or  the  accuracy  or  sufficiency  of  the  map 
or  plot  attached  thereto.  The  court,  upon  the  filing  of  any  exceptions, 
shall  fix  a day  for  hearing,  of  which  such  notice  shall  be  given  as  the 
court  may  direct.  At  such  hearing  the  court  shall  hear  all  parties  inter- 
ested and  their  witnesses.  If  the  exceptions  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
are  sustained  and  the  court  deems  the  petition  not  amendable,  it  shall 
dismiss  the  petition,  otherwise  it  shall  confirm  the  same  absolutely,  after 
any  amendments  permitted  by  the  court  have  been  made. 

Section  209.  Elections.  When  any  petition  is  confirmed  abso- 
lutely, the  court  shall  order  a special  election  to  be  held  on  the  question 
of  the  creation,  division  or  consolidation  of  such  township  or  townships. 
The  court  shall  specify  the  day  of  election,  and  if  not  more  than  ninety 
days  intervene  between  the  date  of  such  order  and  the  holding  of  any 
general,  municipal,  or  primary  election,  such  election  shall  be  held  on  the 
day  of  the  general,  municipal  or  primary  election.  Such  election  shall  be 
held  at  the  regular  polling  places  in  the  township  or  townships  affected, 
as  the  case  may  be.  At  any  such  election  all  of  the  qualified  electors  of 
the  township  or  townships  affected  by  such  creation,  division  or  consoli- 
dation shall  have  the  right  to  vote.  The  ballots  at  any  such  election  shall 
be  furnished  by  the  county  commissioners,  and  the  question  to  be  placed 
thereon  shall  be  framed  and  printed  on  the  ballots  as  provided  by  the 
election  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Section  210.  Notice  of  Election.  The  constable  of  the  township 
or  townships  affected,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  if  there  be  no  constable, 
then  one  of  the  supervisors  designated  by  the  court,  shall  give  at  least 
fifteen-days’  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  election  by  post- 
ing, not  less  than  six  written  or  printed  handbills  in  public  places  in  each 
of  such  townships.  The  notice  of  election  shall  contain  the  reasons  for 
the  creation,  division  or  consolidation  of  such  township  or  townships  as 
set  forth  in  the  petition  presented  to  the  court. 

Section  211.  Return  of  Election.  Decree.  The  election  officers, 
after  the  polls  have  been  closed,  shall  count  the  ballots  and  certify  the 
number  of  votes  cast  for  and  against  such  creation,  division  or  consoli- 
dation to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  who  shall  tabulate 
and  compute  the  same  and  lay  the  result  before  the  court.  If  it  shall 
appear  that  a majority  of  the  votes  cast  in  such  township  or  in  each  of 
the  townships  affected  are  in  favor  of  the  creation  of  a new  township 
or  the  division  of  a township  or  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more  town- 
ships, as  the  case  may  be,  the  court  shall  order  and  decree  the  new 
township  agreeably  to  the  name  and  lines  set  forth  in  the  petition.  If  a 
majority  of  the  votes  cast  in  any  such  township  or  in  any  of  the  town- 
ships affected  are  against  the  creation,  division  or  consolidation  of  such 
township  or  townships,  no  further  action  shall  be  had  upon  said  pro- 
ceedings. No  new  proceeding  shall  be  considered  for  a period  of  two 
years. 

Section  212.  Boundary  Monuments.  The  court  shall,  when  con- 
sidered necessary,  cause  the  lines  of  any  such  new  township  to  be  marked 
with  stone  monuments  placed  at  intervals  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred 
feet,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  paid  by  the  new  township. 
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Section  213.  Classification  of  Old  and  New  Townships.  The 

parts  of  a township  remaining  after  the  division  of  a township,  or  the 
parts  remaining  of  townships  out  of  which  parts  have  been  taken  for  the 
creation  of  a new  township,  shall  remain  townships  of  the  second  class. 
The  new  township  created  shall  also  be  a township  of  the  second  class, 
unless  and  until  by  subsequent  proceedings,  in  accordance  with  laws  re- 
lating to  townships  of  the  first  class,  and  having  the  recpiired  population, 
it  shall  be  created  a township  of  the  first  class. 

Section  214.  Costs.  When  a new  township  is  created  as  herein- 
before provided,  the  cost  of  the  proceedings  shall  be  paid  by  tbe  new 
township,  and  where  any  petition  is  dismissed  or  a majority  of  the  elec- 
tors of  any  one  or  more  townships  shall  vote  against  the  creation,  division 
or  consolidation  of  any  such  township,  the  cost  of  the  proceedings  shall 
be  paid  by  the  petitioners. 

Section  215.  Property  Rights  and  Liabilities  Where  Town- 
ships Consolidated.  After  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more  townships, 
the  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  of  each  of  the  townships  and  all 
property,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  and  all  debts  due  on  whatever  ac- 
count, and  other  things  in  action  belonging  to  each  of  such  townships, 
shall  be  vested  in  tbe  new  township.  The  title  to  real  estate  vested  in 
either  of  such  townships  shall  not  revert  or  l)e  in  any  way  impaired  by 
reason  of  such  consolidation.  All  rights  of  creditors  or  liens  shall  be 
preserved,  and  all  debts  and  liabilities  of  eitbef  of  such  townships  shall 
attach  to  such  new  township  and  be  in  force  against  it. 

Section  216.  Adjustment  o£  Indebtedness  When  Township 
Created  or  Divided,  (a)  Where  any  township  is  created  out  of  parts 
of  two  or  more  townships,  or  where  a township  is  divided,  the  supervisors 
of  the  new  township  and  of  the  existing  township  or  townships  affected, 
shall  make  a just  and  proper  adjustment  and  apportionment  of  all  property, 
both  real  and  personal,  including  funds  and  taxes,  as  well  as  indebtedness, 
if  any,  to  and  between  the  new  township  and  the  old  township  or  town- 
ships. In  making  such  adjustment  and  apportionment  of  the  property  and 
indebtedness,  the  new  and  the  old  township  or  townships  shall  be  entitled 
respectively  to  share  in  a division  of  the  property,  indebtedness,  funds  and 
taxes  in  proportion  that  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  land  or  lands  re- 
maining in  the  township  or  townships  bears  to  the  assessed  valuation  of 
the  land  in  the  new  towmship,  taken  from  such  township  or  townships. 
The  adjustment  and  apportionment,  if  made,  shall  be  reduced  to  writing 
and  duly  executed  and  acknowledged  by  the  supervisors  of  the  townships 
affected,  and  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  county. 

(b)  In  case  the  supervisors  of  such  townships  cannot  make  such 
amicable  apportionment  and  adjustment  of  real  property  and  indebtedness 
within  six  months  after  the  election  for  the  creation  of  such  townships, 
then  any  one  or  more  supervisors  of  any  of  the  townships  affected,  may 
present  a petition  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county,  setting 
forth  the  facts.  Whereupon,  the  court  shall  appoint  three  disinterested 
commissioners,  taxables  of  the  county  but  not  residing  in  any  of  the 
townships  affected,  who  shall  give  due  notice  to  the  supervisors  of  all 
of  the  townships  affected,  and  shall  hold  hearings  and  make  a report  to 
the  court,  making  an  apportionment  and  adjustment  of  alt  the  property, 
funds  and  taxes,  as  well  as  indebtedness  to  and  between  tbe  new  town.ship 
and  tbe  existing  township,  stating  the  amount  of  indebtedness  that  sball 
be  assumed  by  the  new  township  and  the  existing  township  or  townships. 
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(c)  The  commissioners  shall  give  at  least  five-days’  notice  of  the 
filing  of  their  report  to  the  supervisors  of  the  townships  interested.  Un- 
less exceptions  are  filed  thereto  within  thirty  days  by  any  township,  the 
same  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  court  absolutely. 

(d)  Any  sum  awarded  by  the  report  to  a township  shall  be  a legal 
and  valid  claim  in  its  favor  against  the  other  townships,  charged  therewith. 
Any  property,  real  or  personal,  given  and  adjudged  to  any  township, 
shall  be  the  property  of  the  township  to  which  it  is  given  and  adjudged. 

(e)  The  commissioners  shall  be  allowed  ten  dollars  for  each  day 
actually  spent  by  them  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  together  with 
their  actual  necessary  expenses.  All  costs  and  expenses  of  such  petition- 
ing shall  be  apportioned  by  the  court,  to  and  between  the  townships  af- 
fected as  it  shall  deem  proper. 

(f)  In  case  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  report  of  such  commissioners, 
the  court  shall  dispose  of  the  same,  taking  testimony  if  deemed  advisable, 
and  the  decision  of  the  court  thereon  shall  be  final  and  binding  on  the 
townships  unless  an  appeal  is  taken  within  thirty  days  to  the  Superior 
or  Supreme  Court  as  in  other  cases. 

(c)  Reestablishment  of  Townships 

Section  225.  Petition  and  Procedure.  At  any  time,  not  less  than 
two  years  before  the  time  fixed  for  taking  a decennial  census  of  the  United 
States,  whenever  twenty  or  more  freeholders  residing  in  any  township  of 
the  first  class  shall  present  their  petition  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions, 
averring  that  the  township  no  longer  has  a population  of  three  hundred 
to  the  square  mile,  and  shall  give  such  security  as  the  court  may  prescribe 
for  the  payment  of  all  costs  and  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  any 
proceedings  had  upon  said  petition,  the  court  shall  appoint  a commis- 
sioner to  make  an  enrollment  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township.  The 
commissioner  shall  make  an  enrollment  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  town- 
ship, and  make  report  thereof  to  the  court  at  the  next  ensuing  term. 
Upon  the  filing  of  the  report,  the  .same  shall  be  confirmed  nisi.  This 
confirmation  shall  become  absolute  unless  excepted  to  within  twenty  days 
thereafter,  during  which  time  notice  of  the  said  filing  and  confirmation 
shall  be  advertised,  once  a week  for  three  weeks,  in  a newspaper  pub- 
lished within  the  county,  in  general  circulation  in  the  district  to  be  af- 
fected. If  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  report  within  said  twenty  days,  the 
court,  upon  consideration  thereof,  shall  confirm  the  report  or  modify  the 
finding.  After  final  confirmation  the  clerk  of  the  court  shall  certify  to 
the  county  commissioners  and  to  the  township  commissioners  the  finding, 
as  shown  by  the  proceedings.  The  costs  and  expenses  of  the  proceed- 
ings, including  a reasonable  fee  for  the  commissioner,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  petitioners  or  by  the  township,  or  partly  by  each,  as  the  court  shall 
direct. 

Section  226.  County  Commissioners’  Proclamation  Following 
Census.  The  county  commissioners  in  every  county  of  the  Common- 
wealth shall,  by  proclamation  issued  prior  to  the  first  day  of  January  of 
each  year,  designate  the  townships,  if  any,  which,  since  the  last  preceding 
proclamation,  have  been  ascertained  to  have  less  than  three  hundred 
inhabitants  to  the  square  mile  and  to  be  townships  of  the  second  class 
in  accordance  with  the  last  preceding  section  or  from  the  last  decennial 
census  of  the  United  States. 
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Section  227.  Reestablishment  of  Township.  Procedure.  A 

township  of  the  first  class  may,  irrespective  of  population,  be  reestab- 
lished a township  of  the  second  class  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

The  board  of  commissioners  of  such  township,  on  its  own  initiative, 
may,  or  within  fifteen  days  after  the  receipt  of  a petition  signed  by  at 
least  twenty-five  per  centum  of  the  qualified  electors  of  such  township 
shall,  pass  a resolution  and  record  it  on  its  minutes,  submitting  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  such  township  of  the  first  class  shall  be  reestablished  a 
township  of  the  second  class  to  the  qualified  electors  of  such  township. 

Section  228.  Election.  At  the  general  or  municipal  election  oc- 
curring at  least  ninety  days  after  the  passage  of  such  resolution,  the 
question  whether  such  township  of  the  first  class  shall  be  reestablished 
a township  of  the  second  class  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the 
township,  and  the  county  commissioners  shall  cause  to  be  printed  on 
separate  ballots  to  be  used  in  such  township  at  such  election  a proper 
question  framed  in  accordance  with  the  election  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Section  229.  Effect  of  Election.  The  election  officers  shall  com- 
pute the  votes  cast  at  the  election  provided  for  in  the  preceding  section 
and  make  return  thereof  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of 
the  county  wherein  such  township  is  situate,  who  shall  compute  the  same 
and  certify  the  result  thereof  to  the  county  commissioners  and  the 
board  of  township  commissioners  of  such  township.  If  a majority  of 
the  votes  cast  at  any  such  election  shall  be  in  favor  of  the  reestablishment 
of  such  township  as  a township  of  the  second  class,  the  government  of 
the  township  of  the  second  class  shall  be  organized  and  become  effective 
on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  succeeding  such  election,  at  which 
time  the  terms  of  the  officers  of  the  township  of  the  first  class  shall 
cease  and  terminate,  and  the  officers  appointed  by  the  court  for  such 
township,  as  hereinafter  provided,  shall  take  office.  If  a majority  of 
the  votes  cast  at  any  such  election  shall  be  in  favor  of  remaining  a 
township  of  the  first  class,  no  further  proceeding  shall  be  had  for  a 
period  of  two  years  after  which  proceeding  de  novo  may  be  had. 

(d)  Officers  for  New  Toztmsliips 

Section  235.  Whenever  a new  township  is  created  out  of  parts 
of  two  or  more  townships,  or  by  the  division  of  a township  or  by 
the  consolidation  of  townships,  or  when  a township  is  reestablished,  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  appoint  the  elective  officers  for  the  new 
township  and  fix  the  polling  place  or  places  in  such  new  township.  The 
officers  so  appointed  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  first  Monday  of 
January  following  the  next  municipal  election  occurring  at  least  ninety 
days  after  such  appointments.  At  such  municipal  election,  an  assessor 
and  a tax  collector  shall  be  elected  for  regular  four-year  terms,  if  such 
election  occurs  in  the  year  when  such  officers  are  elected  for  regular 
terms,  and  if  not,  then  such  officers  shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  two 
years  each  and  their  successors  shall  be  elected  for  four-year  terms. 
At  said  first  municipal  election,  one  supervisor  and  one  auditor  shall  be 
elected  for  terms  of  six  years  each,  one  supervisor  and  one  auditor  for 
terms  of  four  years  each,  and  one  supervisor  and  one  auditor  for  terms 
of  two  years  each.  All  such  officers  shall  take  office  on  the  first  IMonday 
of  January  next  following  their  election. 
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(c)  Certificate  of  Creation  of  Tozvnskips  to  be  Furnished  to  State 

Departments 

Section  240.  When  a township  of  the  second  class  is  created  or 
reestablished,  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  certify  such 
creation  or  reestahlishinent  to  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Atfairs  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  clerk  shall  be  allowed  a fee  of  one  dollar  for  his 
services,  to  he  paid  as  part  of  the  costs  of  the  proceedings. 

'I'he  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  also  certify  to  the 
State  Department  of  Highways  the  creation  or  reestablishment  of  all 
snch  townshi])s  within  thirty  days  after  the  establishment  of  such  town- 
ship. For  each  such  certificate  furnished,  the  clerk  shall  receive  a fee 
of  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  to  he  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer  upon 
warrant  of  the  Auditor  General.  The  failure  or  neglect  of  any  clerk 
to  furnish  such  certification  to  the  Department  of  Highways  shall  be 
deemed  a misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction,  such  clerk  shall  be  sentenced 
to  pay  a fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars. 

ARTICLE  HI 

Township  Lines  and  Boundaries 

Section  301.  Center  Line  o£  Navigable  Stream  as  Boundary. 

Whenever  any  township  is  bounded  by  the  nearest  margin  of  any 
navigable  stream,  and  the  opposite  township,  borough,  or  city,  as  the 
case  may  be,  is  also  bounded  by  the  nearest  margin  of  the  same  stream, 
the  middle  of  such  stream  shall  be  the  boundary  between  such  townships, 
or  township  and  any  other  borough  or  city.  Nothing  contained  in  this 
section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  any  local  or  special  law  providing 
to  the  contrary. 

Section  302.  Petition  to  Alter  or  Ascertain  Township  Lines 
and  Boundaries.  The  courts  of  quarter  sessions  may,  upon  the  pres- 
entation of  a petition,  (a)  alter  the  lines  of  two  or  more  adjoining 
towmships  so  as  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  thereof ; 
(b)  cause  the  lines  or  boundaries  of  townshijjs  to  be  ascertained  and 
established;  and  (c)  ascertain  and  establish  disputed  lines  and  boundaries 
between  two  or  more  townships  or  between  townships  and  cities  or 
boroughs.  When  any  such  petition  is  presented,  the  court  may  require 
the  petitioners  to  file  a bond  in  a sufficient  sum  to  secure  the  payment 
of  all  costs  of  the  proceeding. 

Section  303.  Appointment  and  Report  o£  Commissioners.  Upon 
application  by  petition  to  the  court  for  any  of  the  purposes  set  forth 
in  the  last  preceding  section,  the  court  shall  aj^point  three  impartial  men, 
one  of  whom  shall  be  a civil  engineer,  to  inquire  into  the  prayer  of  the 
petition.  After  having  given  notice  to  parties  interested  as  directed  by 
the  court,  the  commissioners  shall  hold  a hearing  and  view  the  said  lines 
or  boundaries ; and  they,  or  any  two  or  them,  shall  make  a plot  or  draft 
of  the  lines  and  boundaries  proposed  to  be  altered  or  ascertained  and 
established  if  the  same  cannot  be  fully  designated  by  natural  lines  or 
boundaries.  The  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make  report 
to  the  court,  together  with  their  opinion  of  the  same.  Upon  the  filing 
of  any  such  report,  the  same  shall  be  confirmed  nisi. 

Section  304.  Exceptions  and  Procedure.  Exceptions  to  any  such 
report  may  be  filed  by  any  person  interested  within  thirty  days  after 
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the  filing  of  the  report,  and  the  court  may  thereupon  fix  a day  for  the 
hearing  of  such  exceptions,  of  which  hearing  such  notice  shall  be  given 
as  the  court  shall  direct.  After  hearing,  the  court  shall  have  power  to 
sustain  such  exceptions  or  to  dismiss  them  and  confirm  the  report,  or 
refer  the  report  back  to  the  same  or  new  commissioners,  with  like 
authority  to  make  another  report,  on  which  like  legal  proceedings  may 
be  had.  Where  no  exceptions  are  filed  within  thirty  days  after  the 
filing  of  the  report,  the  court  shall  confirm  the  same  absolutely.  When 
any  report  is  confirmed  absolutely,  the  court  shall  enter  a decree  altering 
or  ascertaining  and  establishing  the  lines  and  boundaries  as  shown  in 
said  report. 

Section  305.  Monuments.  Whenever  any  such  township  line  or 
boundary  is  altered  or  ascertained  and  established,  the  court  shall  cause 
the  same  to  be  marked  with  stone  monuments  placed  at  intervals  not 
exceeding  fifteen  hundred  feet. 

Section  306.  Pay  of  Commissioners,  Civil  Engineer  and  Chain- 
carriers.  Costs.  The  pay  of  commissioners  appointed  to  alter  or 
ascertain  and  establish  township  lines,  shall  be  ten  dollars ; the  pay 
of  the  civil  engineer  shall  be  twenty  dollars ; and  the  pay  of  chain- 
carriers  shall  be  five  dollars  for  each  day  necessarily  employed,  and 
five  cents  per  mile  for  each  mile  necessarily  traveled  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.  The  court  shall  by  its  order  provide  how  the  costs  and 
expenses  of  any  such  proceeding,  including  the  furnishing  and  placing 
of  monuments,  shall  be  paid,  and  may  assess  them  against  any  township 
and/or  municipalities  interested. 

Section  307.  Adjustment  of  Indebtedness.  Whenever  the  bound- 
aries of  any  township  have  been  altered  or  ascertained  and  established 
upon  application  of  the  supervisors,  commissioners  or  the  authorities  of 
any  school  district  or  poor  district,  the  court  of  common  pleas,  sitting 
in  equity,  may  adjust  the  taxes,  debts  and  expenses  for  township, 
municipal,  poor  and  school  purposes  between  the  townships,  municipal- 
ities, poor  and  school  districts  affected. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Election  of  Officers  ; Vacancies  in  Office 

(a)  General  Provisions 

Section  401.  Township  Officers  to  Be  Electors.  No  person 
shall  be  eligible  to  any  township  office  unless  he  is  an  elector  of  the 
township  for  which  he  is  chosen. 

Section  402.  Officers  to  Be  Elected.  The  electors  of  each  town- 
ship shall  elect  (a)  three  township  supervisors,  (b)  one  township 
assessor,  (c)  three  township  auditors,  and  (d)  one  tax  collector. 

(b)  Election  of  Officers 

Section  410.  Supervisors.  At  each  municipal  election  the  qualified 
electors  of  each  township  shall  elect  one  township  supervisor.  All  town- 
ship supervisors  elected  under  this  section  shall  hold  their  office  for  a 
term  of  six  years  from  the  first  IMonday  of  January  next  following  their 
election. 

Section  411.  Auditors.  At  each  municipal  election  the  qualified 
electors  of  each  township  shall  elect  one  township  auditor.  All  township 
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auditors  elected  under  this  section  shall  hold  office  for  a term  of  six 
years  from  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  following  their  election. 

No  auditor  shall  at  the  same  time  hold  any  other  elective  or  ap- 
pointive township  office. 

Section  412.  Assessor.  At  the  municipal  election  in  the  year  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  at  the  municipal  election 
every  four  years  thereafter,  the  qualified  electors  of  each  township  shall 
elect  one  township  assessor.  The  township  assessor  elected  under  this 
section  shall  hold  his  office  for  a term  of  four  years  from  the  first 
Monday  of  January  next  following  his  election. 

Section  413.  Election  Assessors  Saved.  The  provisions  of  the 
preceding  section  relating  to  the  election  of  assessors,  shall  not  repeal 
nor  affect  the  provisions  of  any  act  providing  for  the  election  of  as- 
sistant or  registry  assessors  for  the  performance  of  duties  relating  to 
elections. 

Section  414.  Tax  Collector.  At  the  municipal  election  in  the  year 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  at  the  municipal  election 
every  four  years  thereafter,  the  qualified  electors  of  each  township  shall 
elect  one  tax  collector  to  serve  for  a term  of  four  years,  from  the  first 
Monday  of  January  next  succeeding  such  election. 

Section  415.  Temporary  Election  Schedule.  Notwithstanding 
the  provisions  of  preceding  sections  relating  to  the  terms  of  township 
officers  and  the  dates  when  such  terms  shall  commence,  it  is  hereby 
provided  that  all  tax  collectors  and  assesors  elected  in  the  year  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  shall  commence  their  respective 
terms  of  office  on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  continue  in  office  until  the  first  Monday 
of  January,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight.  The  super- 
visor and  auditor  elected  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-one  shall  commence  their  respective  terms  of  office  on  the  first 
Monday  of  December,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and 
continue  in  office  until  the  first  Monday  of  January,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-eight.  The  supervisor  and  auditor  elected  in  the 
year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  shall  commence  their 
respective  terms  of  office  on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  continue  in  office  until  the  first  Mon- 
day of  January,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty.  The  supervisor 
and  auditor  elected  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five 
shall  commence  their  respective  terms  of  office  on  the  first  Monday  of 
December,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five,  and  continue  in 
office  until  the  first  Monday  of  January,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
forty-two. 

The  purpose  of  the  schedule  in  this  section  and  its  interpretation 
shall  be  to  temporarily  modify  the  preceding  sections  relating  generally 
to  the  terms  of  office  and  dates  when  such  terms  shall  commence  in 
townships ; such  terms  under  laws  in  force  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 
act  commencing  and  ending  on  the  first  Monday  of  December. 

(c)  Vacancies  in  Office 

Section  420.  Supervisors.  If  the  electors  of  any  township  shall 
fail  to  choose  a township  supervisor,  or  if  any  person  elected  to  such 
office  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  therein,  or  if  a vacancy  shall  occur 
in  the  office  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  two  remaining  super- 
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visors  may  appoint  a successor  to  fill  the  office  for  the  unexpired  term. 
When  a vacancy  is  so  filled,  the  supervisors  shall,  within  fifteen  days 
thereafter,  certify  such  appointment  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions. 

If  the  two  remaining  supervisors,  in  the  event  of  a vacancy  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  unable  to  agree  on  such  appointment  for  a period 
of  thirty  days  after  such  vacancy  occurs,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
shall,  upon  the  presentation  of  a petition  signed  by  a supervisor,  and 
not  less  than  ten  voters  who  are  owners  of  real  estate  in  the  township, 
appoint  a person  to  fill  the  vacancy  for  the  unexpired  term. 

Section  421.  Auditors.  When  a vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of 
township  auditor  in  any  township  by  reason  of  death,  resignation,  re- 
moval from  the  township,  or  otherwise,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
shall,  upon  the  petition  of  electors,  appoint  a suitable  person  to  fill  sucb 
vacancy  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  person  whose  place  he  is  appointed 
to  fill. 

Section  422.  Assessor.  Vacancies  in  the  office  of  assessor  in 
townships  shall  be  filled  in  the  manner  provided  by  law. 

Section  423.  Tax  Collector.  If  the  electors  of  any  township  of 
the  second  class  shall  fail  to  choose  a tax  collector,  or  if  any  person 
elected  to  such  office  shall  fail  to  qualify,  or  if  a vacancy  shall  occur  in 
the  office  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
shall,  upon  presentation  of  a petition  of  any  citizen  who  is  a resident  of 
the  township,  setting  forth  the  facts,  appoint  a person  to  fill  the  vacancy 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  person  whose  place  he  is  appointed  to  fill. 

In  cases  when  the  person  elected  to  the  office  shall  fail  to  qualify, 
the  court,  before  making  the  appointment,  shall  declare  the  office  vacant. 

Whenever  a vacancy  exists  in  the  office  of  tax  collector,  and  no 
person  resident  within  the  township  can  be  found  within  thirty  days  to 
accept  the  appointment  to  fill  such  vacancy,  the  authorities  authorized 
to  levy  and  assess  taxes  in  the  township  may  petition  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  for  the  appointment  of  a tax  collector,  whereupon  the 
court  may  appoint  any  citizen  of  the  county  to  collect  such  taxes. 

ARTICLE  V 
Township  Officers 
(a)  General  Provisions 

Section  501.  Oath  of  Office.  Every  person  elected  or  appointed 
to  any  township  office  in  any  township  shall,  before  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  before 
some  person  having  authority  to  administer  oaths,  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  perform 
the  duties  of  his  office  with  fidelity.  A copy  of  such  oath  or  affirmation 
shall,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  be  filed  with  the  township  secretary. 

Section  502.  Bonds.  When  any  officer  or  employe  of  any  town- 
ship is  required  to  give  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties, 
and  such  bond  is  required  to  be  executed  by  a surety  company,  the 
township  may  pay  the  premium  on  such  bond. 

Section  503.  Penalty  for  Failure  to  Perform  Duties.  If  any 
township  officer  refuses  or  neglects  to  perform  his  duties,  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  upon  complaint  in  writing  by  twenty-five  citizens. 
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owners  of  real  estate  residing  in  the  township  or  district,  may  issue  a 
rnle  upon  such  officer  to  show  cause  why  his  office  should  not  be  declared 
vacant  and  another  appointed  in  his  stead.  Such  rule  shall  be  made 
returnal)le  not  less  than  two  weeks  from  its  date  of  issue.  Upon  hear- 
ing, and  proof  that  the  facts  alleged  in  the  complaint  are  true,  the  court 
may  declare  the  office  vacant  and  appoint  another  in  his  stead,  to  hold 
office  during  the  term  of  the  officer  deposed. 

Section  504.  Road  Complaints.  If  such  complaint  shall  allege 
that  the  ])uhlic  roads  and  highways  of  any  township  are  not  maintained 
in  accordance  with  law,  the  court  may  appoint  three  persons,  who  shall 
examine  said  highways  and  re])ort  to  the  court  their  findings.  In  all 
such  cases  the  coinj)lainants  shall  first  enter  security,  in  such  sum  as  the 
court  may  fix,  to  ]>ay  all  costs. 

(h)  Tcnvuship  Supervisors,  Tozvuship  Superintendent  and  Roadniastcrs 

Section  510.  Supervision  o£  Road  Affairs.  The  general  super- 
vision of  road  affairs  in  every  township  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  three 
qualified  electors  of  the  township,  who  shall  be  styled  township  super- 
A’isors. 

Section  511.  Organization  Meeting.  Appointment  of  Secretary 
and  Treasurer.  'I'hc  supervisors  of  each  township  shall  meet,  at  a 
convenient  time  and  j'lace  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  of  each  year. 
'Phe  townshi])  sn])crvisors  shall  f)rganize  as  a board  by  electing  one  of 
their  number  as  chairman.  'Phe  hoard  shall  appoint  a treasurer  and  a 
secretary,  who  shall  he  the  same  person,  and  who  may  or  may  not  be  a 
member  of  the  l)oard,  except  where  the  board  selects  a trust  company 
or  a banking  institution  to  act  as  treasurer  in  which  case  it  may  elect 
an  individual  as  secretary. 

Section  512.  Monthly  Meetings.  Quorum.  Rent  and  Expenses. 

'Phe  townshi])  su])ervisors  shall  meet  for  the  transaction  of  business  at 
least  once  and  not  more  than  twice  each  month,  at  a time  and  place  to  be 
fi.xed  by  the  board.  'Pwo  meml)ers  shall  constitute  a ([uorum.  Necessary 
expenses  incurred  in  such  meetings,  including  office  rent,  stationery,  light 
and  fuel,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  township  road  funds. 

Section  513.  Minutes  and  Records.  The  board  of  township 
supervisors  shall  keej)  minutes  of  its  ])roceedings,  and  such  other  books 
as  they  may  find  necessary  in  the  ])erformance  of  their  duties.  All  such 
books  shall  be  o})cn  for  the  ins])ection  of  any  taxpayer  or  any  representa- 
tive of  the  Department  of  Highways  at  all  reasonable  times,  and  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  township  auditors  when  they  meet  to  audit  the  accounts 
of  the  treasurer  and  other  township  officers.  The  township  supervisors 
shall  deliver  such  books,  pajiers,  and  accounts  to  their  successors. 

Section  514.  Road  Districts.  Superintendents  and  Road- 
masters.  The  lioard  of  township  supervisors,  immediately  after  their 
organization,  shall  divide  the  township  into  one  or  more  road  districts. 
They  shall  employ  a superintendent  for  the  entire  township  or  a road- 
master  for  each  district.  Township  supervisors  may  require  such  super- 
intendents or  roadmasters  to  give  bond,  with  approved  security,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties.  The  superintendent  or  roadmasters 
shall  be  subject  to  remov^al  by  the  board  of  supervisors.  The  supervisors 
shall  fix  the  wages  to  be  paid  per  hour  to  the  superintendent,  or  road- 
masters, and  laborers  for  work  on  the  roads  and  bridges. 
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This  section  shall  not  prohibit  the  township  supervisors  from  being 
employed  as  superintendents  or  roadmasters.  In  such  case  they  shall  not 
be  required  to  employ  a superintendent  or  roadmasters. 

Two  or  more  townships  may  join  and  appoint  the  same  person  as 
superintendent. 

Section  515.  Compensation  of  Supervisors.  Supervisors  shall 
receive  from  the  township  road  funds,  as  compensation,  not  less  than 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  nor  more  than  four  dollars  for  each  meeting 
which  they  attend.  The  amount  of  the  compensation  for  attending  meet- 
ings shall  be  determined  l)y  the  township  auditors.  The  township  audi- 
tors shall  also  allow  to  the  supervisors  reasonable  compensation  for 
making  a semiannual  inspection  of  the  roads  and  bridges.  The  compen- 
sation of  supervisors,  when  overseeing  or  working  on  roads,  shall  be  fixed 
by  the  township  auditors,  and  shall  be  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than 
six  dollars  per  day ; but  no  supervisor  shall  receive  compensation  as  a 
superintendent  or  roadmaster  for  any  day  he  receives  compensation  for 
attending  a meeting  of  supervisors  unless  such  meeting  is  held  during  the 
nighttime. 

Section  516.  Powers  and  Duties  of  Supervisors,  Township 
Superintendents  and  Roadmasters.  The  township  supervisors,  or  in 
cases  where  duties  are  not  specifically  required  of  supervisors,  then  the 
township  superintendent  or  the  roadmasters,  under  the  direction  of  the 
board  of  supervisors,  or  the  supervisors  acting  as  superintendent  or 
roadmasters,  shall : 

(a)  Have  the  general  care  and  superintendence  of  the  improvement 
of  the  highways  and  bridges  in  the  township,  except  as  otherwise  spe- 
cially provided ; 

( b)  Cause  such  highways  and  bridges  to  be  kept  in  repair  and  rea- 
sonably free  from  all  obstructions,  and  give  the  necessary  directions 
therefor ; 

(c)  Inspect  all  highways  and  bridges  during  the  months  of  April 
and  October  of  each  year,  or  at  such  other  times  as  the  board  of  super- 
visors or  the  superintendent  may  direct ; 

(d)  Divide  the  township  into  as  many  .sections  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  highways  and  the  opening  of  high- 
ways obstructed  by  snow ; 

(e)  Employ  or  hire  such  persons,  teams  and  implements  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  highways  and  briflges,  and 
the  removal  of  obstructions  caused  by  snow,  and  provide  for  the  organ- 
ization and  supervision  of  the  persons  so  employed,  and  work  on  the 
roads  themselves  when  directed  to  do  so  by  the  board  of  supervisors. 
Records  shall  be  kept,  and  reports  made  and  filed,  giving  the  names  of  all 
persons  employed,  including  supervisors,  superintendent  or  roadmasters ; 
dates  on  which  work  was  done,  with  compensation  paid  to  each  person 
and  the  capacity  in  which  he  is  employed ; 

(f)  Construct  and  keep  in  repair  all  sluices  and  culverts,  and  keep 
the  waterways,  bridges,  and  culverts  open ; 

(g)  Cause  loose  stones  lying  in  the  beaten  track  of  every  highway 
to  be  removed.  Stones  so  removed  shall  be  conveyed  to  some  place  from 
which  they  will  not  work  back  or  be  brought  back  into  the  track  by  other 
implements  used  in  repairing  or  maintaining  such  highways ; 

(h)  Report  monthly  to  the  board  of  supervisors,  which  report  shall 
contain  the  matter  in  the  form  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Department  of 
Highways ; 
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(i)  Attend  road  meetings  and  conventions  when  directed  to  do  so 
by  the  board  of  supervisors ; 

(j)  Perform  such  other  duties  and  have  such  other  powers  as  may 
be  imposed  or  conferred  by  law  or  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  De- 
partment of  Highways ; 

(k)  Provide  for  and  expend  township  road  moneys  for  the  erection, 
maintenance,  and  operation  of  traffic  lights  and  traffic  signals,  whenever 
deemed  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  traveling  public. 

Section  517.  Road  Contracts.  The  board  of  township  supervisors 
may  make  a contract  for  the  improvement  and  keeping  in  repair  of  not 
more  than  ten  miles  of  road.  No  such  contract  shall  extend  over  a period 
of  more  than  four  years,  nor  shall  it  be  given  unless  approved  of  and 
signed  by  at  least  two  members  of  the  board  of  township  supervisors. 
Every  contractor  for  road  work  shall  give  bond  for  the  amount  of  such 
contract,  and  sign  specifications  furnished  by  the  township  supervisors 
for  the  building  and  care  of  such  contract  roads. 

Section  518.  Annual  Reports  to  State  Department  of  High- 
ways. The  board  of  township  supervisors  shall  annually,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  February  in  each  year,  make  a sworn  statement  to  the 
State  Department  of  Highways,  on  blanks  furnished  to  them  by  the 
Department,  of  the  whole  amount  of  tax  levied  during  the  preceding 
year  for  road  purposes  and  the  total  amount  of  road  taxes  collected  during 
the  year.  They  shall  specify  in  such  report  the  amount  expended  for 
maintenance  or  repairs  of  roads,  for  opening  and  building  new  roads,  and 
for  macadamizing  or  otherwise  permanently  improving  roads ; the  num- 
ber of  miles  of  roads  thus  made,  and  the  total  number  of  miles  of  town- 
ship roads  in  the  township.  Such  reports  shall  also  contain  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  chairman,  members,  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
board,  and  such  other  matters  and  things  as  the  State  Department  of 
Highways  may  require. 

Section  519.  Applications  for  County  Road  Aid.  Whenever 
the  owners  of  the  majority  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  property 
within  any  township  desire  any  principal  road  or  highway  within  the 
township  to  be  improved  and  maintained  at  the  joint  expense  of  the 
county  and  township,  they  may  petition  the  supervisors  of  the  township 
for  said  improvement,  and  require  them  to  make  application  to  the  county 
commissioners  for  such  improvement  and  maintenance  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  existing  law. 

In  all  cases  where  the  township  supervisors  refuse  to  act  upon,  or 
unduly  delay  action  on,  any  petition  for  the  improvement  and  mainte- 
nance of  any  road  or  highway,  as  herein  provided,  any  citizen  taxpayer 
of  the  township  or  county  may,  by  petition,  present  the  facts  of  the  matter 
to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  requesting  the  court  to  order  such  action 
thereon  as  the  case  may  require.  If  after  due  hearing  had  before  said 
court  it  shall  appear  that  the  truth  of  the  matters  alleged  in  the  petition 
are  sustained,  the  court  shall  make  an  order  directing  the  township  super- 
visors to  forthwith  act  upon  said  application  or  applications,  and  that  the 
said  application  or  petition  for  the  improvement  be  forthwith  forwarded 
to  the  county  commissioners. 

Section  520.  Penalty.  Interest  in  Contracts  and  Purchases. 
It  is  unlawful  for  any  township  supervisor,  superintendent,  or  roadmaster 
to  be  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  purchase  made  or  contract 
relating  to  roads  and  bridges,  except  as  provided  for  in  this  act,  or  to 
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furnish  any  materials  therefor.  Any  such  person  knowingly  violating 
the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor.  Upon 
conviction  thereof,  any  such  person  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  ($500),  or  to  be  imprisoned  for  a term 
not  exceeding  six  months,  or  both,  and  sh^^ll  forfeit  his  office. 

Section  521.  Penalty.  Violation  of  Act  Provisions  Generally. 
Any  township  supervisor,  township  superintendent,  roadmaster,  or  con- 
tractor, employed  to  work  on  the  roads,  bridges,  and  highways  of  any 
township,  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  other  than 
those  for  the  violation  of  which  specific  penalties  are  provided,  or  who 
shall  fail,  neglect,  or  refuse  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
upon  conviction  in  a summary  proceeding,  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of 
not  more  than  fifty  dollars.  All  such  fines  shall  be  paid  to  the  township 
treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the  road  fund. 

(c)  Toumship  Treasurer 

Section  530.  Bond.  The  treasurer  appointed  by  the  hoard  of 
township  supervisors,  if  an  individual,  shall  give  bond,  with  at  least  two 
sufficient  sureties  or  a surety  company  to  be  approved  by  the  auditors  of 
the  township,  conditioned  that  the  treasurer  shall  well  and  truly  account 
for  and  pay  over  all  moneys  collected  or  received  for  the  township,  and 
all  moneys  paid  by  the  State  and  received  by  him,  only  upon  a written 
order  signed  by  two  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors ; for  the  de- 
livery to  his  successor  in  office  of  all  books,  papers,  and  documents ; for 
the  payment  to  him  of  any  balance  of  money  belonging  to  the  township 
that  may  remain  in  his  hands  : and  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

Section  531.  Compensation.  The  township  treasurer  shall  re- 
ceive, as  compensation  for  his  services,  a certain  percentage  on  all  moneys 
received  and  paid  by  him,  which  rate  shall  be  settled  by  the  supervisors 
of  the  townships,  with  the  approbation  of  the  township  auditors. 

In  no  case  shall  the  combined  amount  paid  to  the  secretary  and  treas- 
urer exceed  two  per  centum  of  the  money  paid  out  by  the  treasurer,  ex- 
cept when  the  amount  would  be  less  than  ten  dollars  ($10.00)  ; and  the 
:alculation  of  such  maximum  compensation  shall  not  include  anv  per- 
centage upon  money  paid  out  by  the  treasurer  for  the  repayment  of  loans, 
notes,  certificates,  or  other  evidences  of  indebtedness,  or  other  borrowed 
moneys. 

Section  532.  Duties.  The  township  treasurer  shall  receive  all 
moneys  due  the  township  and  deposit  the  same  promptly  upon  receipt 
thereof  in  a bank,  banking  institution  or  trust  company  in  the  name  of 
the  township.  He  shall  keep  distinct  accounts  of  all  sums  received  from 
taxes  and  other  sources,  which  accounts  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  supervisors  of  the  township.  He  shall  pay  out  all  moneys 
received  by  him  only  on  orders  drawn  by  the  supervisors  of  the  township. 
All  orders  shall  be  on  blanks  prepared  and  furnished  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Highways.  He  shall  annually  state  his  accounts,  and  lay  the 
same,  together  with  the  vouchers,  before  the  township  auditors  for  set- 
tlement. 

Section  533.  Use  of  Special  Funds.  Penalty.  Whenever  any 
moneys  are  collected  in  or  received  by  any  township,  for  any  special 
purpose,  and  are  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  such  township, 
it  shall  be  unlawful  for  such  treasurer  to  apply  such  moneys,  or  any  part 
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thereof,  to  any  purpose  other  than  that  for  which  such  moneys  were  col- 
lected. Every  such  misapplication  shall  be  a misdemeanor.  Upon  con- 
viction of  such  offense,  the  treasurer  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  not 
less  than  the  amount  so  misapplied,  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  less  than 
three  months  and  not  more  than  one  year. 

Section  534.  Penalty  for  Failure  to  Perform  Duties.  If  any 
township  treasurer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  of  the  duties 
of  his  office,  upon  conviction  in  a summary  proceeding,  he  shall  be  fined 
in  a sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  he  disqualified 
from  holding  the  office. 

Section  535.  Depositories  of  Township  Funds.  The  township 
supervisors  may,  on  the  first  Alonday  of  January  of  each  year,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  is  practicable,  designate,  by  resolution,  a depository 
or  depositories  for  township  funds.  Such  designation  shall  he  valid  for 
a period  of  one  year  or  until  such  time  as  another  de])ository  or  other 
depositories  shall  be  designated  by  similar  action  of  the  township  super- 
visors. 

Such  deiiository  or  depositories  shall  be  banks,  hanking  institutions 
or  trust  companies  located  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Depositories  so  designated  shall,  upon  receipt  of  notice  of  their 
selection  as  a depository  of  township  funds,  furnish  a bond  to  secure 
payment  of  dej)osits  and  any  interest  to  the  township,  with  a proper  war- 
rant to  confess  judgment  in  favor  of  the  township,  secured  by  a surety 
company  or  individual  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  township  super- 
visors. 

f>uch  bonds  shall  he  in  a sum  at  least  equal  to  the  probable  greatest 
amount  of  such  deposit  at  any  one  time. 

'I'he  township  treasurer  shall,  upon  the  designation  and  qualification 
of  such  depository  or  depositories,  immediately  transfer  thereto  the  town- 
shii>  funds,  and  shall  thereafter  keep  such  deposits  solely  in  such  deposi- 
tory or  depositories  in  the  name  of  the  townshij). 

No  township  treasurer,  complying  with  the  ]>rovisions  of  this  section, 
nor  his  surety  or  sureties,  shall  l)e  chargeable  with  losses  of  township 
funds  caused  by  the  failure  or  negligence  of  such  depository  or  deposi- 
tories. 

(d)  Tozimship  Secretary 

Section  540.  Duties  and  Compensation.  The  secretary  in  each 
township  shall  he  clerk  to  the  hoard  of  supervisors.  He  shall  keep  a 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  said  officers,  and  shall  receive  such  com- 
pensation therefor  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  township  auditors.  The  com- 
bined amount  ]jaid  to  the  secretary  and  treasurer  shall  not  exceed  two 
per  centum  of  the  money  paid  out  by  the  treasurer,  except  where  the 
same  would  amount  to  less  than  ten  dollars  ($10.00)  ; and  the  calcula- 
tion of  such  maximum  compensation  shall  not  include  any  percentage 
upon  moneys  paid  out  by  the  treasurer  for  the  repayment  of  loans,  notes, 
certificates,  or  other  evidences  of  indebtedness  or  other  borrowed  moneys. 

Section  541.  Books  Furnished  by  Department  o£  Highways. 
The  secretary  shall  jjrovide  a suitable  l)ook  or  hooks  for  the  pur])ose  of 
entering  therein  all  matters  of  which  he  is  required  to  keep  a record. 
Such  books  shall  be  furnished  by  the  State  Department  of  Highways. 

Section  542.  Books  Open  to  Inspection.  The  minute  hook  and 
other  records  and  documents  of  every  township  shall  he  open  to  the  in- 
si^ection  of  any  taxpayer  thereof,  his,  her  or  its  agent,  upon  request 
therefor. 
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(e)  Tow-nship  Auditors 

Section  545.  Meeting.  Duties.  Quorum.  Surcharges.  Com- 
pensation. The  auditors  of  townships  shall  meet  annually,  on  the  day 
following  the  day  which  is  fixed  by  this  act  for  organization  of  the  town- 
ship supervisors;  and  shall  audit,  settle,  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the 
supervisors,  superintendents,  roadmasters,  treasurer,  and  tax  collector  of 
the  township.  Two  auditors  shall  constitute  a quorum. 

Any  officer  whose  act  or  neglect  has  contributed  to  tbe  financial  loss 
of  any  township,  shall  be  surcharged  by  the  auditors  with  the  amount  of 
such  loss. 

Each  auditor  shall  receive  five  dollars  per  diem  for  each  day  neces- 
sarily employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  township. 

Section  546.  Subpoenas.  Oaths.  Perjury.  The  auditors  of  each 
township  may  issue  subpoenas  to  obtain  the  attendance  of  the  officers 
whose  accounts  they  are  required  to  adjust,  their  executors  and  adminis- 
trators, and  of  any  persons  whom  it  may  be  necessary  to  examine  as  wit- 
nesses, and  to  compel  their  attendance  by  attachment,  in  like  manner  as 
any  court  of  common  pleas  may  in  cases  pending  before  them,  and  may 
also  compel  the  production  of  all  books,  vouchers,  and  papers  relative  to 
such  accounts.  Such  subpoena  and  attachment  shall  be  issued  by  a justice 
of  the  peace  and  be  served  by  a constable  or  auditor  of  the  township. 

The  auditors  of  each  township  may  administer  oaths  and  affirmations 
to  all  persons  brought  or  appearing  before  them,  whether  accountants, 
witnesses,  or  otherwise.  All  persons  guilty  of  swearing  nr  affirming 
falsely  on  such  examination  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury. 

Section  547.  Completion,  Publication  and  Filing  of  Auditors’ 
Statement.  The  auditors  shall  complete  their  audit,  settlement,  and  ad- 
justment within  as  short  a time  as  possible.  They  shall,  within  ten  days 
thereafter,  publish,  by  advertisement  in  at  least  one  newspaper  of  gen- 
eral circulation,  printed  in  the  township  or  county,  or  by  posting  at  least 
five  copies  in  public  places  in  the  township,  a concise  itemized  statement 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  several  officers  for  the  preceding 
fiscal  year.  They  shall  also,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  file  a copy  of 
such  statement  with  the  secretary,  and  another  copy  of  such  statement 
with  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  cpiarter  sessions.  W hen  any  two  offices 
are  exercised  by  the  same  person,  only  one  statement  shall  be  required. 

Section  548.  Cancelling  Orders.  The  auditors  shall  cancel  all 
orders  and  vouchers  presented  to  them,  which  they  find  have  been  paid, 
by  writing  the  word  “audited”  on  the  face  thereof. 

Section  549.  Penalty  for  Failure  to  Perform  Duty.  Any  audi- 
tor neglecting  or  refusing  to  comply  with  the  preceding  provisions  of  this 
article  shall  pay  a penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  l>e  recovered  by 
summary  proceeding,  upon  the  complaint  of  any  taxpayer.  Any  penalty 
recovered  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  township. 

Section  550.  Employment  and  Compensation  of  Attorney. 
The  auditors,  in  case  of  a disagreement  with  any  official  or  board  of 
officials  whose  accounts  they  are  required  to  audit,  may  employ  an  attor- 
ney. Such  attorney  shall  not  be  employed  until  reasonable  effort  to  reach 
an  agreement  has  been  made,  and  only  after  notice  of  their  intention  so 
to  do  has  been  given  to  said  official  or  board  of  officials.  The  compen- 
sation for  such  attorney  shall  be  fixed  by  the  auditors,  and  shall  not  exceed 


142 


the  sum  of  ten  dollars  per  day,  nor  total  in  any  case  more  than  thirty 
dollars,  unless  when  an  appeal  is  taken  to  the  court,  in  which  case  the 
court  shall  fix  the  additional  comjiensation  for  the  attorney.  The  com- 
pensation for  said  attorney  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  township  treasury 
by  a warrant  drawn  by  the  auditors  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  township. 

Section  551.  Balances  Due  to  Be  Entered  as  Judgments.  Any 
balance,  in  any  report  of  the  auditors,  against  any  officer  of  the  town- 
ship, shall  constitute  a surcharge  against  such  officer,  as  fully  as  if  ex- 
pressly stated  in  said  report  to  be  a surcharge,  and  the  amount  of  any 
balance,  and  of  any  express  surcharge,  shall  be  entered  by  the  pro- 
thonotary  as  a judgment,  against  such  officer  and  in  favor  of  the  town- 
ship. The  auditors  shall  direct  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
to  certify  the  amount  of  every  balance  or  surcharge,  contained  in  any 
such  report,  from  which  no  appeal  has  been  taken,  to  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  for  entry  thereof  by  the  prothonotary  as  a judgment. 
Any  taxpayer  of  the  township  may  enforce  the  collection  thereof,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  township,  by  action  or  execution,  upon  filing  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  a bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  conditioned 
to  indemnify  the  township  from  all  costs  which  may  accrue  in  the  pro- 
ceedings undertaken  by  such  taxpayer,  subject,  however,  to  all  rights 
of  appeal  from  the  report  of  auditors  hereinafter  granted. 

Section  552.  Collection  o£  Surcharges  and  Charges  by  Tax- 
payers. Bond.  Whenever  any  officer  is  surcharged  or  any  person  is 
charged  with  a sum  of  money  by  the  report  of  the  township  auditors, 
any  auditor  or  any  taxpayer  of  the  township  may  enforce  the  collection 
thereof,  for  the  benefit  of  the  township,  by  action  or  execution,  upon 
filing  in  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  the  case  only  of  a taxpayer,  of 
a bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  conditioned  to  indemnify  the  township 
from  all  costs  which  may  accrue  in  the  proceedings. 

Section  553.  Appeals  from  Report.  The  township,  or  any  tax- 
payer thereof  on  its  behalf,  or  any  officer  whose  account  is  settled  or 
audited  by  the  township  auditors,  may  appeal  from  any  settlement  or 
audit  of  the  township  auditors  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  within 
thirty  days  after  the  settlement  has  been  filed  in  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions. 

Section  554.  Taxpayers.  Appeal.  Bond.  No  appeal  by  a tax-, 
payer  or  officer  shall  be  allowed  unless  the  appellant  shall  enter  into 
recognizance  to  prosecute  the  same  with  effect,  and  to  pay  all  costs  accru- 
ing thereon,  in  case,  if  the  appellant  be  a taxpayer,  he  shall  fail  to  obtain 
a final  decision  more  favorable  to  the  township  than  that  awarded  by 
the  auditors,  or,  in  case  the  appellant  be  an  officer,  he  shall  fail  to  obtain 
a final  decision  more  favorable  to  the  officer  than  that  awarded  by  the 
auditors. 

Section  555.  Intervention  by  Taxpayers.  Bond.  Whenever  an 
appeal  has  been  taken  from  the  report  of  the  auditors  by  the  township, 
or  by  any  person  charged  or  surcharged  in  such  report  with  any  sum 
of  money,  any  taxpayer  of  the  township  may  intervene  in  such  appeal, 
and  either  prosecute  the  same,  on  its  behalf,  or  defend  it  against  the 
appeal  of  the  person  so  charged.  No  taxpayer  shall  intervene  unless  he 
shall  file  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  a bond,  with  one  or  more  sufficient 
securities,  conditioned  to  indemnify  the  township  against  all  costs  ac- 
cruing by  reason  of  such  intervention. 
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Section  556.  Consolidation  of  Appeals.  When  more  than  one 
appeal  from  the  report  of  the  auditors  is  taken,  whether  by  the  township, 
an  officer  or  officers  thereof,  or  by  a taxpayer  or  taxpayers,  the  court 
shall,  upon  petition  of  any  party  interested,  direct  the  several  appeals 
to  be  disposed  of  in  a single  proceeding. 

Section  557.  Testimony  and  Argument.  Any  person  interested 
may  order  the  appeal  upon  the  argument  list,  and  evidence  may  be 
taken  before  any  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  upon  rule  for 
that  purpose  served  upon  the  opposite  party. 

Section  558.  Framed  Issues.  Whenever  any  matter  of  fact  is 
in  dispute  the  court  of  common  pleas  is  authorized  to  frame  an  issue 
for  the  trial  thereof. 

Section  559.  Report.  Prima  Facie  Evidence.  Burden  of  Proof. 

The  acounts  of  the  officer  or  officers  in  question  may  be  investigated 
de  novo.  The  figures  and  facts  found  and  stated  by  the  auditors  in 
their  report  of  audit  shall  be  taken  as  prima  facie  correct,  as  against 
any  such  officer,  and  the  burden  shall  be  upon  each  officer  whose  accounts 
are  in  question  to  establish  the  validity  of  the  credits  which  he  claims. 

Section  560.  Findings.  Judgment.  After  hearing,  the  court  shall 
file  its  finding  of  fact  and  law,  and  enter  judgment  in  accordance  there- 
with, and  the  judgment  so  entered  may  be  enforced  by  any  appropriate 
proceedings  by  the  party  prevailing. 

Section  561.  Costs.  In  all  cases  of  appeal  from  the  report  or 
audit  of  township  auditors  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  the  costs  shall 
abide  the  event  of  the  suit  as  in  other  cases. 

Section  562.  Appeals  From  Lo'wer  Courts.  Any  person  in- 
terested may  except  to  the  rulings  of  the  court,  and  may  appeal  there- 
from to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court,  as  in  other  cases. 

Section  563.  Counsel  Fees.  When  an  appeal  is  taken  from  the 
township  auditors’  report  or  settlement  of  the  account  of  any  township 
officer,  and  such  appeal  results  favorable  to  the  appellants  in  such  a 
manner  that  money  is  recovered  for  any  township,  the  court  hearing  such 
appeal  shall  make  an  order  to  pay  a counsel  fee,  which  it  deems  just 
and  reasonable,  to  the  counsel  representing  such  appeal,  out  of  the  funds 
so  recovered. 

(f)  Tax  Collector 

Section  570.  Powers,  Duties  and  Liabilities.  The  tax  collector 
of  townships  shall  collect  all  county,  township,  school,  poor,  and  other 
taxes  levied  within  townships  by  authorities  empowered  to  levy  taxes. 
He  shall,  in  addition  to  the  powers,  duties  and  responsibilities  enumerated 
in  this  act,  have  all  the  powers,  perform  all  the  duties,  be  subject  to  all 
the  obligations  and  responsibilities,  as  are  now  vested  in,  conferred  upon, 
or  imposed  upon,  collectors  of  the  several  classes  of  taxes  hereinbefore 
mentioned. 

Section  571.  Oath  and  Bond.  The  collector  of  taxes  of  townships 
shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe 
an  oath  of  office  and  file  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions,  and  shall  annually  enter  into  a bond  to  the  Commonwealth,  in 
not  more  than  the  amount  of  taxes  charged  and  assessed  in  the  duplicates, 
with  at  least  two  sufficient  sureties  or  one  bonding  company.  The  bond 
shall  be  approved  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  and  shall  be  filed 
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in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  said  court.  The  condition  of  the  bond  shall 
be,  that  the  collector  shall  well  and  truly  pay  over  or  account  for 
the  whole  amount  of  taxes  charged  and  assessed  in  the  duplicates  which 
shall  be  delivered  to  him.  This  bond  does  not  cover  the  collection  and 
payment  over  of  school  taxes. 


(g)  Assessor 

Section  575.  The  assessors  of  townships,  shall  have  all  the  powers, 
I)erform  all  the  duties,  be  subject  to  all  the  obligations  and  responsibilities, 
and  receive  the  compensation  as  is  provided  for  by  existing  laws  re- 
lating to  taxation. 

(h)  To%Onship  Solicitor 

Section  580.  Election;  Vacancies.  The  board  of  supervisors, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  January  in  any  year,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
practicable,  may  elect,  by  a vote  of  a majority  of  the  members,  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  one  person  learned  in  the  law,  who  shall  be 
styled  the  township  .solicitor,  and  who  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  first  Monday  of  January  of  the  year  in  or  succeeding 
which  he  was  elected,  and  until  his  successor  qualifies.  Vacancies  in  the 
office  of  townshij)  solicitor  shall  he  fillcfl  by  the  board  of  supervisors 
for  the  unexpired  term. 

Section  581.  Solicitor  to  Have  Control  o£  Law  Matters.  The 

law  matters  of  the  township  shall  be  under  superintendence,  discretion, 
and  control  of  the  township  solicitor,  and  no  official  or  official  body  of 
the  township,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,  shall  employ  an  ad- 
ditional counsel  without  the  assent  or  ratification  of  the  board  of 
supervisors. 

Section  582.  Duties  o£  Solicitor.  The  township  solicitor  shall 
prepare  such  bonds,  obligations,  contracts,  leases,  conveyances,  and  as- 
surances to  which  the  township  may  be  a party,  as  may  be  directed  by 
resolution ; he  shall  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions  brought  by  the 
township  for  or  on  account  of  any  of  the  estates,  rights,  trusts,  privileges, 
claims,  or  demands,  as  well  as  defend  all  actions  or  suits  against  the 
township,  or  any  officer  thereof,  wherein  or  whereby  any  of  the  estates, 
rights,  privileges,  trusts,  ordinances,  or  accounts,  of  the  township,  may 
be  brought  in  question  before  any  court  in  the  Commonwealth ; and  shall 
do  every  professional  act  incident  to  the  office  which  he  may  be  authorized 
or  required  to  do  l)y  the  board  of  supervisors  or  by  any  resolution.  He 
shall,  whenever  required,  furnish  the  board  of  supervisors,  or  any  of 
them,  with  his  opinion  in  writing  upon  any  question  of  law  which  may  be 
submitted  by  any  of  them  in  their  official  capacities. 

(i)  Township  Engineer 

Section  585.  Election  o£  Township  Engineer.  Term.  Filling 
o£  Vacancies.  The  township  supervisors  may,  at  any  time,  appoint,  by 
a vote  of  a majority  of  them,  a township  engineer  who  shall  be  a regis- 
tered civil  engineer  and  fix  his  compensation. 

Section  586.  Duties.  Preparation  o£  Plans.  The  township  en- 
gineer shall  perform  such  duties  as  the  township  supervisors  shall 
prescribe  as  to  the  construction,  reconstruction,  maintenance  and  repair 
of  all  streets,  roads,  pavements,  sewers,  bridges,  culverts,  and  other  en- 
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gineering  work.  He  shall  prepare  plans,  specifications  and  estimates  of 
all  such  work  undertaken  by  such  township,  and  shall,  whenever  required, 
furnish  the  township  supervisors  with  reports,  information  or  estimates 
on  any  township  engineering  work,  or  on  questions  submitted  by  any  of 
them  in  their  official  capacity. 

Section  587.  Certificate  of  Commencement  and  of  Completion 
of  Municipal  Improvements.  Where  a township  engineer  is  employed, 
he  shall,  immediately  after  the  completion  of  any  municipal  improvement, 
the  cost  of  which,  in  whole  or  in  part,  is  to  he  paid  by  the  owners  of 
the  abutting  property,  make  certificate  in  which  he  shall  state  the  day  or 
time  on  which  the  particular  improvement  was  completed,  and  shall  file 
the  same  with  the  township  secretary,  who  shall  enter  the  said  day  or 
time  of  completion  in  a book  to  be  kept  by  him  for  said  purposes ; and 
the  said  day  or  time  mentioned  in  said  certificate  shall  be  conclusive  on 
all  parties  as  to  the  time  the  said  work  was  com])leted.  The  time  of 
completion  of  the  work,  referred  to  in  this  section  and  in  other  parts  of 
this  act,  shall  be  taken  to  mean  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  whole 
contract  for  the  improvement.  He  shall  also  furnish  to  the  township 
secretary  a certificate  showing  the  time  at  which  any  such  particular  im- 
provement was  commenced,  and  such  certificates  shall  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  the  time  when  the  said  improvement  was  begun  ; and  an  entr)- 
of  such  date  shall  he  made  by  said  secretary  in  the  hook  aforesaid. 

(i)  Toumship  Police 

Section  590.  Petition  for  Appointment  of  Police.  Upon  the 
petition  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  taxpayers  of  any  township,  or  of 
two  or  more  adjacent  townships,  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  repre- 
senting that  the  safety  of  the  citizens  and  the  security  of  pr(jperty  makes 
it  necessary  for  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  electors  to  act  as  ])olice- 
men,  the  court  shall  consider  said  petition,  and,  if  satisfied  of  the  reason- 
ableness and  propriety  of  said  apolication,  shall  direct  the  supervisors 
of  said  township  to  appoint  one  or  more  ([ualified  electors  to  act  as 
policemen,  and  to  serve  at  the  will  of  said  su])ervisors. 

The  court  shall  fix  the  number  of  policemen  necessary,  the  com- 
pensation of  such  policemen,  and  shall  limit  the  term  of  service  of  said 
policemen  as  it  may  deem  proper.  Where  such  policemen  are  appointed 
for  two  or  more  townships,  the  court  shall  fix  the  aniount  of  compensa- 
tion which  shall  be  paid  by  each  of  such  townships.  Such  compensation 
shall  be  paid  from  township  funds. 

Section  591.  Powers.  Each  policeman  so  appointed  shall  possess 
and  exercise  all  the  powers  of  policemen  of  cities  of  this  Commonwealth. 

The  keepers  or  persons  in  charge  of  jails,  lockups,  or  station  houses 
shall  receive  all  persons  arrested  by  such  policemen  for  the  commission 
of  any  ofifense  against  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  within  said 
township. 

Section  592.  Shield.  Each  policeman,  when  on  duty,  shall  wear 
a shield  or  badge,  wdth  the  words  “township  police’’  and  the  name  of  the 
township  for  which  he  was  appointed  inscribed  thereon. 

Section  593.  Equipment.  The  township  supervisors  may,  with 
the  approval  of  the  court,  provide  such  policeman  with  a uniform  and 
equipment  and  for  means  of  transportation  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
same,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  township  or 
townships. 
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Section  594.  Certain  Compensation  Prohibited.  It  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  any  township  policeman  • to  charge  or  accept  any  fee  or 
other  compensation  in  addition  to  the  salary  paid  to  him  as  a policeman 
for  any  service  rendered  or  performed  by  him  pertaining  to  his  office 
or  duties,  except  public  rewards  and  the  legal  mileage  allowed  to  con- 
stables for  traveling  expenses. 

ARTICLE  VI 

State  and  County  Associations  of  Township  Officers 
(a)  County  Associations 

Section  601.  County  Associations  of  Supervisors.  County  as- 
sociations of  township  supervisors  and  other  persons  officially  charged 
with  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  public  roads  or  streets  may 
be  formed.  Such  associations,  when  formed,  shall  hold  annual  or  semi- 
annual conventions,  at  the  county  seats  of  the  respective  counties  or  some 
other  suitable  place  within  the  county,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  and 
discussing  questions  and  subjects  pertaining  to  the  best  methods  for  the 
construction,  improvement,  and  maintenance  of  the  public  highways  and 
bridges. 

Section  602.  Who  to  Attend.  Compensation  and  Mileage. 

The  supervisors  of  townships,  and  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  township 
supervisors,  when  not  a member  of  the  board,  shall  attend  such  conven- 
tions whenever  possible.  Each  township  supervisor,  and  secretary  attend- 
ing such  convention  shall  receive  a certificate,  signed  by  the  presiding 
officer  and  acting  secretary  of  the  convention,  attesting  his  presence  at 
the  convention.  ISuch  certificate  shall  entitle  him  to  collect  from  the  town- 
ship treasurer  the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  day  for  each  day’s  attendance, 
and  mileage  at  the  rate  of  four  cents  per  mile  traveled,  to  be  computed 
by  the  route  usually  traveled  from  his  place  of  residence  to  the  place 
where  the  convention  is  held.  No  township  supervisor  or  secretary  shall 
be  paid  for  more  than  two-days’  attendance  in  any  one  year. 

Section  603.  Officers  of  County  Associations.  Ex-Officio  Mem- 
bers. The  officers  of  the  association  shall  consist  of  a president,  two 
vice  presidents,  a secretary,  and  a treasurer ; all  of  whom,  except  the 
secretary,  shall  be  members  of  the  association,  and  shall  hold  office  for 
one  year  or  until  their  successors  are  chosen.  If  desirable,  the  secretary 
may  be  a person  not  a regular  member  of  the  association,  and  may  be 
paid  for  his  service  such  compensation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  per 
annum,  as  the  other  officers  may  determine.  Every  township  supervisor 
attending  such  convention  may  vote  in  the  election  of  officers.  The 
mayor  of  any  city,  the  burgess  of  any  borough  or  their  duly  appointed 
representatives,  the  county  commissioners,  and  the  judges  of  the  court  in 
the  county,  the  officers  of  the  State  Association  of  Township  Super- 
visors, the  township  engineer  of  the  State  Department  of  Highways,  the 
assistant  engineers  of  the  division  of  township  highways,  and  the  super- 
intendent of  State  Highways  in  charge  of  such  county  shall  be  eligible  to 
membership,  but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote,  nor  to  hold  office. 

Section  604.  County  to  Pay  Expenses.  The  county  treasurer 
shall  on  warrants  of  the  county  commissioners,  pay  to  the  treasurer  of 
such  association,  from  the  county  funds,  the  necessary  expenses  incurred 
for  the  holding  of  such  annual  or  semi-annual  convention,  including  the 
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necessary  expenses  of  the  secretary.  The  total  sum  thus  paid  by  any 
county  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  a year. 

Within  thirty  days  after  every  such  convention  the  treasurer  of  such 
association  shall  tile  with  the  county  commissioners  an  itemized  statement, 
under  oath,  showing  when  and  where  such  convention  was  held,  the 
number  of  township  supervisors  and  township  secretaries  present,  and  all 
the  expenses  connected  with  such  convention,  together  with  proper 
vouchers  for  all  such  expenses,  and  no  payment  shall  be  made  to  the 
treasurer  of  such  association  until  he  has  presented  to  the  county  com- 
missioners an  itemized  and  verified  statement  of  expenses. 

(b)  State  Association 

Section  610.  State  Association  Authorized.  The  formation  of 
a State  association  of  township  supervisors  is  hereby  authorized.  The 
association  shall  hold  annual  meetings,  at  such  time  and  place  within  the 
Commonwealth  as  it  may  designate,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  various 
questions  and  subjects  pertaining  to  the  duties  of  township  supervisors 
and  for  the  purpose  of  devising  uniform,  economical  and  efficient  methods 
of  administering  the  affairs  of  townships. 

Section  611.  Delegates.  Each  county  association  of  township 
supervisors  shall  elect  one  township  supervisor  for  each  ten  townships, 
or  fraction  thereof,  within  said  county,  as  a delegate  to  each  annual  meet- 
ing of  said  State  association. 

Section  612.  Expenses  and  Mileage.  The  expenses  of  the  dele- 
gates attending  the  annual  meeting  shall  not  exceed  six  dollars  per  day 
for  each  delegate  for  not  more  than  three  days,  together  with  the  actual 
mileage  at  the  prevailing  rate  of  railroad  fare,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the 
respective  county  associations. 

Section  613.  Limit  on  Meeting  Expenses.  The  expenses  of  the 
annual  meeting,  including  expenses  of  committees,  printing,  and  stenog- 
raphers, shall  be  paid  pro-rata  by  the  respective  county  associations,  and 
shall  not  exceed  fifteen  dollars  for  each  county  association. 

Section  614.  Itemized  Statement  Filed  With  County  Treas- 
urer. Within  thirty  days  after  each  annual  meeting  of  the  State  associa- 
tion, the  treasurer  of  the  respective  county  association  shall  file,  with 
the  county  commissioners,  an  itemized  statement,  under  oath,  setting  forth 
where  and  when  the  annual  meeting  of  the  State  association  was  held, 
the  number  of  delegates  from  the  respective  association  in  attendance, 
and  the  expenditures  due  from  the  county  association  for  such  annual 
meeting,  and  the  county  commissioners  shall  draw  their  warrant  on  the 
county  treasurer  and  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  respective  county  asso- 
ciation, out  of  the  county  funds,  the  amount  expended  by  the  county 
association  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

ARTICLE  VII 
General  Powers 

Section  701.  Suits.  Property.  Townships  of  the  second  class 
may : 

I.  Sue  and  be  sued  by  the  name  of  the  township  of  

II.  Purchase,  hold,  lease,  let  and  convey  such  real  and  personal 
estate  as  the  purposes  of  the  township  shall  require.  Such  real  and 
personal  estate  shall  be  taken  and  held  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabit- 
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ants  of  the  township,  and  for  such  objects  and  purposes  as  township 
rates  and  levies  are  authorized  by  law  to  be  laid  for. 

Section  702.  Supervisors  to  Exercise  Powers.  The  corporate 
powers  of  townships  of  the  second  class  shall  be  exercised  by  the  township 
supervisors.  They  shall  have  power; 

I.  Lighting.  To  light  and  illuminate  the  streets,  highways,  and 
other  public  places  of  the  township  with  electric  light,  gas,  or  other 
illuminating  medium,  and  to  provide  for  defraying  the  cost,  charges  and 
expenses  thereof ; and  for  such  purposes  to  enter  into  contracts  or 
agreements  with  any  person,  copartnership,  association,  or  corporation, 
for  a period  not  exceeding  hve  years,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  and 
maintaining  a supply  of  light. 

II.  Contracts  and  Tax  Levy  for  Lighting.  On  the  petition  of 
the  owners  of  a majority  of  the  lineal  feet  frontage  along  any  street, 
highway  or  portion  thereof  within  the  township,  to  enter  into  contract, 
and  to  contract,  with  electric,  gas,  or  other  lighting  companies  to  light 
and  illuminate  said  streets  and  highways  and  other  public  places  in  said 
villages  with  electric  light,  gas  light  or  other  illuminant. 

The  township  supervisors  shall  levy,  for  the  maintenance  of  said 
lights,  an  annual  tax  upon  all  the  property,  including  factories  and  places 
ot  business,  abutting  ui)on  the  said  streets  and  highways  in  the  district 
benefited  thereby,  based  upon  the  assessment  for  county  purposes.  Such 
taxes  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes,  'i'he  collector 
of  taxes  shall  receive  the  same  commission  as  on  the  road  tax.  No  such 
tax  shall  he  levied  against  any  farm  land,  hut  vacant  lots  between  built-up 
sections,  whether  tilled  or  untilled,  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  farm  lands. 
The  township  treasurer  shall  receive  all  such  taxes  collected  for  lighting 
the  streets  and  highways,  shall  keep  the  same  in  a separate  account,  and 
pay  out  the  same  only  upon  orders  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  township 
supervisors,  attested  by  the  secretary.  The  treasurer  shall  make  a report 
to  the  auditors  of  the  township  annually. 

III.  Contracts  and  Tax  Levy  for  Fire  Purposes.  On  the  pe- 
tition of  the  owners  of  a majority  of  the  lineal  feet  frontage  along  any 
highway  or  portion  thereof  in  any  village  within  the  township,  to  enter 
into  contract  with  water  companies  for  the  placing  of  fire-hydrants  along 
said  highway,  for  the  protection  of  property  from  fire. 

The  supervisors  shall  levy,  for  the  maintenance  of  such  fire-hydrants 
and  for  the  purchase  of  hose,  et  cetera,  an  annual  tax  upon  the  property 
abutting  upon  said  highway  in  the  district  benefited  thereby,  based  upon 
the  assessment  for  county  purposes.  Such  tax  shall  be  collected  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  taxes.  The  collector  shall  receive  the  same  com- 
mission as  on  the  road  tax. 

The  township  treasurer  shall  receive  all  such  taxes  collected  for 
fire  protection,  and  keep  the  same  in  a separate  account,  and  pay  the  same 
out  only  upon  orders  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  supervisors, 
attested  by  the  secretary.  The  treasurer  shall  make  a report  to  the  audit- 
ors of  the  township  annually. 

IV.  Fire  Protection  From  Adjacent  Municipalities.  To  ap- 
propriate moneys  to  adjacent  municipalities  and  townships  or  fire  com- 
panies located  therein  to  secure  fire  protection  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
township. 
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V.  Watering  Troughs.  To  erect  watering  troughs  along  the  high- 
ways, at  an  expense  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  and  to  keep  the  same 
in  repair. 

VI.  Memorial  Day  Appropriations.  To  appropriate  moneys  for 
the  expenses  of  Memorial  Day  services. 

VII.  Road  Bulletins.  To  subscribe  for  not  more  than  three  pub- 
lications the  main  subject-matter  of  which  pertains  to  good  roads  and 
road  building.  Such  publication  shall  be  for  the  joint  use  of  the  super- 
visors, superintendents,  and  roadmasters  of  the  township. 

VIII.  Garbage  Regulations.  To  provide  for  the  care  and  removal 
of  ashes,  garbage,  and  other  refuse  material,  including  the  imposition 
and  collection  of  reasonable  fees  and  charges  therefor. 

IX.  Traffic  Lights  and  Signals.  To  provide  for  and  to  expend 
township  road  moneys  for  the  erection,  maintenance  and  operation  of 
traffic  lights  and  traffic  signals  whenever  deemed  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  traveling  public. 

X.  Road  Supplies.  To  purchase  such  timber,  material,  equipment, 
machinery,  road-drags,  tools,  and  implements  as  shall  he  necessary  for 
making  and  repairing  roads  and  bridges,  to  employ  sufficient  number  of 
laborers  to  make  and  repair  tbe  same,  and  to  lease  or  lend  such  machinery, 
road-drags,  tools,  and  implements  to  other  townships,  boroughs,  or  cities, 
and  to  contract  for  the  construction,  reconstruction  and  improvement  of 
roads. 

XI.  Appropriations  for  Forestry.  To  appropriate  moneys  from 
their  respective  treasuries  to  any  forest  protection  association  cooperating 
in  forest  work  with  the  State  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters,  or  to 
he  expended  in  direct  cooperation  with  said  Department  of  Forests  and 
Waters  in  forest  work ; and  to  purchase  or  take  l)y  gift  any  forest  lands 
for  recreational  purposes. 

XII.  Nuisances.  To  prohibit  accumulations  of  garbage,  and  rub- 
bish on  private  and  public  property,  and  the  carrying  on  of  any  offensive 
manufacture  or  business ; and  to  remove  any  nuisance  or  dangerous  struc- 
ture on  public  or  private  grounds  after  notice  to  tbe  owner  to  do  so  and 
in  his  default,  to  collect  the  cost  of  such  removal,  together  with  a penalty 
of  ten  dollars  from  the  owner  by  summary  proceedings.  In  the  exercise 
of  the  powers  herein  conferred  the  township  may  institute  proceedings 
in  courts  of  equity. 

XIII.  Insurance.  To  expend  out  of  the  public  funds  of  the  town- 
ship such  amount  as  may  he  necessary  to  secure  workmen’s  compensation 
insurance  for  its  employes  including  volunteer  firemen  killed  or  injured 
while  going  to,  returning  from,  or  attending  fires  in  said  township  or 
territory  adjacent  thereto ; to  make  contracts  of  insurance  with  any  fire 
insurance  company  duly  authorized  by  law  to  transact  business  in  tbe 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  on  any  building  or  pro]:)erty  owned  l)y 
such  township,  to  make  contracts  with  any  insurance  company  insuring 
any  public  liability  of  the  township,  and  to  make  contracts  of  group 
insurance  for  the  benefit  of  its  employes. 

XIV.  Armories.  To  appropriate  money  or  convey  land,  either 
independently  or  in  connection  with  any  county,  city,  town,  borough  or 
township,  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  the  Armory  Board  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in 
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the  erection  of  armories  for  the  use  of  the  National  Guard,  and  to  fur- 
nish water,  light  or  fuel,  free  of  cost  to  the  Commonwealth,  for  use  in 
any  armory  of  the  National  Guard,  and  to  do  all  things  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  purposes  of  this  clause. 

XV.  National  Guard.  To  take,  by  right  of  eminent  domain,  for 
the  purpose  of  appropriating  to  themselves,  for  the  use  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  such  public  lands,  easements,  and  public  prop- 
erty as  may  be  in  their  possession  or  control,  and  used  or  held  by  them 
for  any  other  purpose.  Such  right,  however,  shall  not  be  exercised  as 
to  any  street  or  highway  or  wharf,  hut  all  other  public  easements  and 
property  may  be  appropriated  and  used  for  the  purposes  herein  provided, 
any  limitation  of  the  use  thereof  by  the  township,  either  by  donation, 
dedication,  appropriation,  statute,  or  otherwise,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

XVI.  Acquisition  of  Lands  to  Assist  Armory  Board.  To  ac- 
quire, by  purchase  or  by  gift  or  by  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  any  land 
for  the  use  of  the  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  convey  such 
lands  so  acquired  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  assist  the 
Armory  Board  in  the  erection  of  armories.  The  proceedings  for  the 
condemnation  of  lands  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  for  the 
assessment  of  damages  for  property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall 
he  taken  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  this  act  for  the  con- 
demnation of  lands  for  public  purposes  in  townships.  The  power  con- 
ferred by  this  clause  shall  not  be  exercised  to  take  any  church  property, 
graveyard,  cemetery,  or  any  dwelling  house,  or  the  curtilage  of  the  same, 
in  the  actual  occu])ancy  of  the  owner. 

XVII.  Burial  Plots  of  Ex-Service  Men.  To  purchase  plots  of 
ground  in  any  cemeterv  or  burial  ground,  within  the  limits  of  the  county, 
for  the  interment  of  such  deceased  service  men,  as  shall  hereafter  die 
within  such  township,  or  shall  die  beyond  such  township  and  shall  have 
a legal  residence  within  such  township  at  the  time  of  their  death  and 
whose  bodies  arc  entitled  to  be  buried  by  the  county.  Such  plots  of 
ground  shall  be  paid  for  out  of  the  treasury  of  such  township. 

XVIII.  Display  of  Flags.  To  display  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  any  county,  city,  borough  or  township  on 
any  pulflic  building  of  the  township. 

XIX.  Care  of  Memorials.  To  maintain  and  keep  in  good  order 
and  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  township,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  so 
to  do,  any  soldiers  monument,  gun  or  carriage  or  other  similar  memorials 
when  there  is  not  in  existence  any  person,  body  or  organization  to  care 
for  and  maintain  the  same  and  when  such  memorials  were  not  erected  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
any  other  state,  or  bv  the  commissioners  of  any  county ; and  to  receive 
from  persons  or  organizations  funds  for  such  purposes. 

XX.  Appropriations  to  Certain  Associations.  To  appropriate 
annually  a sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  support  of  any 
voluntary  association  composed  of  electors  of  boroughs  and  townships 
within  such  county,  or  any  of  them,  which  association  is  formed  for  the 
study  and  investigation  of  the  welfare,  economics,  management,  and  gov- 
ernment of  boroughs  and  townships,  and  for  the  protection  and  safe- 
guarding of  the  rights  and  franchises  of  boroughs  and  townships,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  recommending  legislation  beneficial  to  boroughs  and 
townships,  or  any  one  or  more  of  such  purposes. 
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ARTICLE  VIII 

Contracts 

Section  801.  Power  to  Make  Contracts.  Each  township  shall 
have  power  to  make  such  contracts  as  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  802.  Contracts  for  Roads,  Road  Machinery  and  Ma- 
terials. All  purchases  of  materials,  equipment  and/or  machinery  for 
the  construction,  reconstruction  and  improvement  of  roads  and  bridges, 
involving  an  expenditure  in  excess  of  three  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  by 
contract  in  writing.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  the  supervisors  to  evade  the 
provisions  of  this  section  by  making  two  or  more  contracts  for  small 
amounts  which  should  have  been  in  one.  If  the  auditors  find  there  has 
been  any  such  evasion,  they  shall  refuse  to  anorove  the  same. 

All  such  contracts  and  contracts  for  the  construction,  reconstruction 
and  improvement  of  road§“and  bridges  shall  be  valid  only  when  approved 
by  the  Department  of  Highways  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A record  of  all  purchases  of  material,  equipment  and/or  machinery 
for  road  purposes,  involving  an  expenditure  of  less  than  three  hundred 
dollars,  shall  be  kept  by  the  supervisors  and  furnished  to  the  Department 
of  Highways  in  the  annual  report. 

Section  803.  Bonds  for  Protection  of  Labor  and  Material 

Men.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  townships  in  the  improvement  of  lands, 
or  in  the  erection,  alteration,  addition  or  repair  of  roads,  bridges,  edifices, 
and  public  buildings,  of  any  kind,  to  require  of  the  contractor  or  con- 
tractors, employed  in  or  about  said  improvements,  an  additional  bond, 
with  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  providing  for  the  payment  of  all  labor 
and  material  entering  into  the  said  improvements,  and  all  machinery  used 
on  such  improvements. 

The  labor  and  material  men  furnishing  labor  and  material  in  and 
for  said  improvements,  upon  the  contract  of  said  contractor,  shall  have 
the  right,  according  to  law,  to  sue  in  an  action  of  assumpsit,  in  the  name 
of  the  obligee  for  his  or  their  use,  upon  said  bond,  upon  proof  of  said 
contractor’s  failure  to  pay  for  said  labor  or  material. 

Section  804.  Separate  Specifications  for  Branches  of  Work.  In 
the  preparation  of  specifications  for  the  erection  or  alteration  of  any 
public  building,  when  the  entire  cost  of  such  work  exceeds  one  thousand 
dollars,  the  architect,  engineer,  or  person  preparing  such  specifications 
shall  prepare  separate  specifications  for  the  plumbing,  heating,  ventilating, 
and  electrical  work,  and  the  township  shall  receive  separate  bids  upon 
each  of  such  branches  of  work,  and  award  the  contract  for  the  same  to 
the  lowest  responsible  bidder. 

Section  805.  Workmen’s  Compensation  Insurance.  All  contracts 
executed  by  any  township,  which  shall  involve  the  construction  or  doing 
of  any  work  involving  the  employment  of  labor,  shall  contain  a provision 
that  the  contractor  shall  accept,  in  so  far  as  the  work  covered  by  any 
such  contract  is  concerned,  the  provisions  of  the  Workingmen’s  Com- 
pensation Act  of  1915,  and  any  supplements  or  amendments  thereto,  and 
that  the  said  contractor  will  insure  his  liability  thereunder,  or  file  with 
the  township,  with  which  the  contract  is  made,  a certificate  of  exemption 
from  insurance  from  the  Bureau  of  Workingmen’s  Compensation  of  the 
Department  of  Labor  and  Industry. 
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livery  officer  of  a township  who  shall  sign,  on  behalf  of  the  said 
township,  any  contract  requiring  in  its  performance  the  employment  of 
labor,  shall  require,  before  the  said  contract  shall  be  signed,  proof  that 
the  said  contractor  with  whom  the  contract  is  made  shall  have  accepted 
the  Workingmen’s  Compensation  Act  of  1915,  and  any  supplements  or 
amendments  thereto,  and  proof  that  the  said  contractor  has  insured  his 
liability  thereunder  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  said  act,  or  that 
the  said  contractor  has  had  issued  to  him  a certificate  of  exemption  from 
insurance  from  the  llureau  of  Workmen’s  Compensation  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  and  Industry. 

Any  contract  executed  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  section 
shall  he  null  and  void. 

Section  806.  Engineers  and  Architects  Not  to  Be  Interested 
in  Contracts.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  architect  or  engineer,  in  the 
em])loy  of  a townshi]),  and  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  plans,  specifica- 
tions, or  estimates,  to  hid  on  any  public  work  at  anv  letting  of  such  work 
in  such  township. 

It  shall  also  he  unlawful  f(jr  the  officers  of  a township,  charged  with 
the  duty  of  letting  any  pulilic  work,  to  award  a contract  to  any  such 
architect  or  engineer,  in  the  employ  of  the  township. 

It  shall  not  he  lawful  for  any  architect  or  engineer,  in  the  employ 
of  a township,  to  he  in  any  wise  interested  in  any  contract  for  public 
work  in  such  townshi]\  nor  receive  any  remuneration  or  gratuity  from 
any  person  interested  in  such  contract. 

.Any  person  or  persons  violating  these  provisions,  or  any  one  of  them, 
shall  forfeit  his  office,  and  shall  he  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and,  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  sentenced  to  ])ay  a fine  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  to  undergo  imprisonment  of  not  less  than  six  months, 
or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

AR'l'lCLE  IX 

'I'axation,  Finance,  Road  Fund 

Section  901.  Fiscal.  The  fiscal  year  in  townships  shall  commence 
on  the  first  Alonday  of  January  in  each  year.  All  receipts,  disbursements, 
contracts  and  purchases  shall  be  chargeable  to  and  entered  as  of  record  in 
the  fiscal  year  in  which  made. 

Section  902.  Annual  Budget.  The  board  of  township  supervisors 
of  townships  of  the  second  class  shall  annually,  before  their  organization 
meeting  in  January  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  make  a written 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  required  for  the  ensuing  year,  beginning 
on  the  first  Mondav  of  January  which  shall  he  filed  with  the  treasurer. 
Such  estimates,  for  the  jmrpose  of  aiding  the  hoard  in  determining  how 
much  road  tax  to  levy,  shall  specify — - 

(a)  'I'he  amount  of  money  necessary  for  the  maintenance,  repair, 
and  improvement  of  highways,  including  sluices. 

(h)  The  amount  of  money  necessary  for  the  repair  and  construction 
of  culverts  and  bridges. 

(c)  The  amount  of  money  necessary  for  the  purchase,  hire,  repair, 
and  custody  of  tools,  implements,  and  machinery. 

fd)  The  amount  of  money  necessary  for  the  payment  of  debts,  or 
other  miscellaneous  purposes. 

The  supervisors  may,  by  resolution,  transfer  moneys  from  one  fund 
to  another  except  from  the  fund  allocated  for  the  payment  of  debts. 
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Section  903.  Temporary  Indebtedness.  Whenever  the  township 
highway  funds  have  been  exhausted,  the  board  of  supervisors  may  issue 
a certificate  of  indebtedness  and  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  township, 
money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  to  be  collected,  or  township  reward  to  be 
received  as  shown  bv  agreements  issued,  to  the  end  that  work  may  be 
performed  in  proper  season  and  in  accordance  with  rules  and  regulations 
prescribed. 

Section  904.  Sale  of  Bonds  and  Securities.  Advertisements. 

When  any  township  shall  borrow  money  and  issue  bonds  or  other  se- 
curities therefor,  except  in  the  case  of  the  giving  of  notes  for  temporary 
loans  as  may  be  authorized  by  law.  the  authorities  thereof  shall  sell  the 
same  to  the  highest  responsible  bidder,  after  public  notice  by  advertise- 
ment, once  a week  for  three  weeks,  in  at  least  one  newspaper  of  general 
circulation  published  in  the  county  in  which  such  township  shall  be 
situated.  No  l)id  for  such  bonds  or  securities  at  less  than  their  par  value 
shall  be  accepted,  hut  where  bonds  and  securities  shall  have  been  hereto- 
fore or  shall  hereafter  he  advertised  for  sale,  as  provided  in  this  section, 
and  no  bids  have  been  received,  then  it  shall  he  lawful  for  sucli  township 
to  sell  the  same  at  private  sale  for  not  less  than  par  and  accrued  interest. 

Section  905.  General  and  Special  Tax  Levies.  'I'he  l)oard  of 
township  supervisors  may,  by  resolution,  lev}’  taxes  ujoon  all  property  and 
upon  all  occupations  within  the  townshi]^  made  taxable  for  township  pur- 
poses, as  ascertained  by  the  last  adjusted  valuation  for  county  purposes, 
for  the  purposes  and  at  the  rate  hereinafter  specified  to  wit: 

One.  An  annual  road  tax,  not  later  than  the  fourth  Monday  of 
March  of  each  year,  not  exceeding  ten  mills,  unless  the  board  of  super- 
visors by  a majority  action  shall,  u])on  due  cause  shown,  petition  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions,  in  which  case  the  court  may  after  public  notice  as 
the  court  may  direct  and  hearing,  order  a greater  rate  than  ten  mills, 
hut  not  exceeding  ten  additional  mills,  to  he  levied.  Such  annual  road 
tax  shall  include  all  levies  for  road  purposes  and  for  the  payment  of 
bonds  and  certificates  of  indebtedness  issued  and  all  other  debts  incurred 
for  road  purposes.  Not  less  than  ten  per  centum  of  the  annual  road  tax 
shall  be  set  aside  by  the  respective  townshi])s  and  used  for  the  jmvment 
of  existing  indebtedness  incurred  for  road  i)urposes,  for  the  payment  of 
which  indebtedness  no  provision  has  been  made.  All  road  taxes  shall 
be  collected  in  cash. 

Two.  A tax  for  the  purpose  of  building  and  maintaining  a lockup, 
after  obtaining  the  assent  of  the  electors  of  the  township  in  the  manner 
provided  in  this  act. 

Three.  Upon  the  receipt  of  a petition  of  a majoritv  of  the  owners 
of  real  estate  of  the  township  requesting  it,  an  annual  tax,  not  exceeding 
five  mills,  for  the  purpose  of  lighting  the  streets  and  highways  in  the 
manner  provided  by  the  general  powers  of  this  act,  and  of  defraying  the 
cost,  charges  and  expenses  thereof. 

Four.  An  annual  tax  so  long  as  necessary,  not  exceeding  fifty  per 
centum  of  the  rate  of  assessment  for  road  purposes,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  a lot  and  erecting  a building  thereon  for  a townhouse,  and 
for  the  payment  of  indebtedness  incurred  in  connection  therewith : Pro- 
vided, The  total  indebtedness  for  the  payment  of  \yhich  any  such  tax  shall 
be  levied  shall  not  exceed  one-half  of  one  per  centum  of  the  assessed 
value  of  real  estate  in  the  township. 

Five.  A tax,  not  exceeding  two  mills  and  not  exceeding  the  amounts 
hereinafter  limited,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  maintaining  fire 
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fipparatus  and  to  provide,  with  the  assent  of  the  electors  of  the  township 
as  hereinafter  provided,  a suitable  place  for  the  housing  of  the  same, 
and  to  make  appropriations  to  fire  companies  for  the  purchase  and  main- 
tenance of  fire  apparatus ; but  the  total  expenditure  for  the  purchase  of 
fire  apparatus  by  the  township,  together  with  the  amount  of  appropriation 
to  one  or  more  fire  companies  from  such  taxes,  shall  not,  for  the  first 
fiscal  year,  exceed  in  all  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ; 
nor  shall  any  new  fire  apparatus  be  thereafter  purchased  by  the  township, 
or  by  any  fire  company  from  appropriations  made  by  the  township,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  electors  as  hereinafter  provided ; nor  shall  the 
total  expenditure  by  the  township,  in  any  fiscal  year,  for  the  purpose  of 
maintenance  and  operation,  together  with  the  appropriations  to  any  one 
or  more  fire  companies,  exceed  forty-five  hundred  dollars. 

Whenever  the  assent  of  the  electors  is  required  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, the  same  shall  be  expressed  at  an  election  to  be  held  at  the  place, 
time,  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  provided  by  law  for  the  holding 
of  municipal  elections.  At  such  election,  the  election  officers  shall  receive 
ballots  from  the  electors,  which  shall  be  prepared  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  general  election  law.  In  receiving  and  counting  and  in 
making  return  of  the  votes  cast,  the  election  officers  shall  be  governed  by 
the  laws  regulating  municipal  elections,  and  the  returns  shall  be  computed 
liy  the  court  as  now  provided  by  law  for  municipal  elections. 

The  taxes  authorized  to  be  levied  by  this  section  shall  be  levied  upon 
tbe  last  adjusted  valuation  for  county  purposes,  which  valuation  shall  be 
furnished  to  the  township  supervisors  by  the  county  commissioners.  If 
any  further  adjustment  of  valuation  is  made  by  the  county  commissioners, 
after  any  tax  is  so  levied  and  before  said  tax  is  payable,  such  adjusted 
valuation  shall  be  certified  to  the  township  supervisors  and  to  the  town- 
ship  collector  of  taxes  by  the  commissioners,  and  the  tax  shall  be  collected 
on  the  basis  of  such  adjusted  valuation. 

This  article  does  not  include  the  levy  of  any  taxes  upon  particular 
districts,  or  parts  of  anv  township,  for  particular  purposes. 

Section  906.  Tax  Rate  to  Be  Expressed  in  Dollars  and  Cents. 
Whenever  the  supervisors  of  any  township  shall,  by  resolution,  fix  the 
rate  of  taxation  for  any  year  at  a mill  rate,  such  resolution  shall  also 
include  a statement  expressing  the  rate  of  taxation  in  dollars  and  cents 
on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  valuation  of  taxable  property. 

Section  907.  Special  Levies  to  Pay  Debts  Ordered  by  Court. 
In  addition  to  the  levies  hereinbefore  provided  for,  when  it  is  shown  to 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  that  the  debts  due  by  any  township  exceed 
the  amount  which  the  supervisors  may  collect  in  any  year  by  taxation, 
the  court,  after  ascertaining  the  amount  of  indebtedness  of  any  such  town- 
ship, may  by  a writ  of  mandamus  direct  the  township  supervisors,  by 
special  taxation,  to  collect  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  the  same.  If  the 
amount  of  such  indebtedness  is  so  large  as  to  render  it  inadvisable  to 
collect  the  same  in  anv  one  year,  taking  into  consideration  other  necessary 
taxation,  the  court  may  direct  the  same  to  be  levied  and  collected  by 
annual  instalments,  and  may  order  such  special  taxes  to  be  levied  and 
collected  during  such  successive  years  as  may  be  required  for  payment 
of  the  same. 

Section  908.  Duplicates.  Abatements  and  Penalties.  The  town- 
ship supervisors  shall  make  or  cause  a duplicate  to  be  made  designating 
the  amount  of  road  tax  levied  against  each  taxpayer  of  the  township, 
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and  also  duplicates  for  all  other  taxes  levied  and  assessed  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  article,  and  shall  deliver  the  same  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  May  of  each  year  to  the  township  collector,  together  with  a warrant 
for  the  collection  of  the  same,  which  taxes  shall  be  collected  as  follows : 
namely, — To  all  taxpayers  who  pay  their  taxes  to  the  collector  before 
June  first  of  each  year,  an  abatement  of  five  per  centum  shall  be  made. 
All  road  taxes  paid  to  the  collector  between  June  first  and  October  first 
of  each  year  shall  be  paid  in  full  and  to  all  road  taxes  remaining  unpaid 
on  the  first  of  October,  in  each  year,  the  collector  shall  add  five  per  centum 
as  penalty  for  such  delinquency,  and  shall  collect  said  penalty  in  addition 
to  the  tax  levied. 

Section  909.  Public  Notice  of  Issuing  Duplicate.  Where  any 
duplicate  of  taxes  assessed  is  issued  and  delivered  to  the  collector  of 
taxes  he  shall  give  public  notice,  as  soon  thereafter  as  conveniently  can  be 
done,  by  at  least  ten  written  or  printed  notices,  to  be  posted  in  as  many 
public  places  in  different  parts  of  the  township.  Such  notice  shall  state 
that  the  duplicate  has  been  issued  and  delivered  to  him. 

Section  910.  Tax  Notices.  Each  tax  collector  of  the  several  town- 
ships within  thirty  days  after  receiving  the  tax  duplicate,  shall  notify 
every  taxable  whose  name  shall  appear  on  such  duplicate.  Such  notice 
shall  contain  the  rate  of  taxation,  the  valuation  of  the  property  of  sucli 
taxable,  the  occupation  of  such  taxable,  and  the  full  amount  of  taxes  for 
which  said  taxable  shall  be  liable  for  the  current  year.  Such  notice  shall 
further  state  that  such  taxes  are  payable,  shall  designate  a place  and  time 
when  they  shall  be  paid ; and  shall  further  state  the  time  within  which  an 
abatement  of  tax  will  be  allowed,  when  full  amount  of  tax  will  be 
collected,  and  when  an  additional  percentage  will  be  added  as  a penalty. 
Such  notice  shall  be  mailed  to  the  last  known  post-office  address  of  each 
of  said  taxables. 

Section  911.  Compensation  of  Tax  Collector.  The  compensation 
of  the  tax  collector  shall  be  two  per  centum  on  all  road  and  other  taxes 
collected  during  the  period  a discount  is  allowed,  and  five  per  centum  on 
all  such  taxes  collected  thereafter. 

Section  912.  Accounts,  Statements  and  Settlements  of  Tax 
Collector.  The  tax  collector  shall  keep  correct  accounts  of  all  moneys 
collected,  marking  “paid”  on  his  duplicate  at  the  name  of  each  taxable, 
with  the  amount  of  tax  and  the  date  on  which  paid.  The  collector  shall, 
on  the  first  day  of  each  month,  make  a true  statement  in  writing,  to  the 
secretary  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  of  all  taxes  collected  during  the 
previous  month,  giving  names  of  taxables,  and  amount  collected  from 
each,  and  the  total  amount  received.  The  collector  shall  pay  over  on  the 
first  day  of  each  month,  to  the  treasurer,  all  moneys  collected  during  the 
])revious  month,  and  take  his  receipt  for  same.  A complete  settlement 
of  all  taxes  for  each  year  shall  be  made  by  the  collector  of  taxes  with 
the  treasurer  not  later  than  the  first  day  of  July  of  the  year  succeeding 
the  one  in  which  the  taxes  are  levied.  In  the  settlement  of  such  taxes, 
the  tax  collector  shall  be  allowed  a credit  for  all  unpaid  taxes  which  have 
l)een  returned  or  for  which  liens  have  been  filed  as  provided  by  law. 
Unless  such  settlement  is  made,  the  tax  collector  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
the  duplicate  for  any  succeeding  year  during  his  term,  and  the  supervisors 
- shall  appoint  a tax  collector  in  his  stead  to  collect  such  taxes.  Any  tax 
collector  who  neglects  or  refuses  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction,  shall  be 
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sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  or  be  im- 
prisoned for  a term  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  both. 

Section  913.  Compensation  o£  Tax  Collector  Paid  by  Order. 
Expenses.  'I'he  compensation  due  a tax  collector  for  taxes  collected 
and  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  shall  be  paid  on  order  drawn  by  the  board 
of  sui)ervisors,  and  said  collector  shall  be  paid,  in  the  same  manner,  such 
actual  printing  and  postage  expenses  as  shall  be  incurred  by  him  in  per- 
forming his  duties.  The  amount  of  such  expenses  shall  be  adjusted  by 
tbe  boards  of  supervisors. 

Section  914.  Exonerations.  The  supervisors  shall  at  all  times 
make  abatements  or  exonerations  for  uncollectible  occupation  taxes,  mis- 
takes, indigent  persons,  unseated  lands,  et  cetera,  as  to  them  shall  appear 
just  and  reasonable.  Tbe  township  secretary  shall  enter  in  a book  or 
books,  to  be  ke|)t  for  that  jmrpose,  the  names  of  all  persons  abated  or 
exonerated,  together  with  the  reason  why,  the  amount  of  the  tax,  and 
date  when  made,  and  give  to  the  collector  a certificate,  directed  to  the 
treasurer,  stating  the  nature  of  the  tax  and  the  amount  exonerated,  in 
order  to  make  settlement  accordingly. 

Section  915.  Auditors  to  Settle  Tax  Accounts.  The  accounts 
of  the  collector  of  taxes  shall  be  settled  by  tbe  township  auditors.  The 
tax  collector  shall  state  a separate  account  for  each  different  tax  collected 
by  him. 

ARTICLE  X 

Kmjnknt  Domain  ; AssKSSmiCnt  or'  Damagks  and  Benefits 
(a)  General  Provisions  Relating  to  Eminent  Domain 

Section  1001.  Whenever  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  right 
of  eminent  domain  and/or  the  ascertainment  and  assessment  of  damages 
and  benefits  in  viewer  ])rocecdings  is  provided  for  and  vested  in  a town- 
ship, the  j)roceeding  .shall  be  as  set  forth  in  this  article. 

Section  1002.  Restrictions  as  to  Certain  Property.  In  addition 
to  the  restrictions  made  by  other  provisions  of  this  act  in  particular  cases, 
no  township  shall  exercise  right  of  eminent  domain  as  against  land  now 
occuj)ied  by  any  building  which  was  used  during  the  Colonial  or  Revo- 
lutionary period  as  a place  of  Assembly  by  tbe  Council  of  the  Colony  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  or  the  Congress  of  the  LTnited  States;  or  as  against  the 
land  occupied  by  anv  fort,  redoubt,  or  blockhouse,  erected  during  the 
Colonial  or  Revolutionary  period,  or  any  building  used  as  headquarters 
by  tbe  Commandcr-in-Cbief  of  the  Continental  Army;  or  as  against  the 
site  of  any  building,  fort,  redoubt,  blockhouse,  or  headquarters,  which  are 
l)reserved  for  their  historic  associations  and  not  for  private  profit.  The 
Colonial  and  Revolutionary  period  shall  be  taken  as  ended  on  the  third 
day  of  Se])tember,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Section  1003.  Possession  of  Property  Upon  Tender  of  Bond. 
Whenever,  in  any  condemnation  ])roceedings,  any  township  has  tendered 
a bond  to  secure  the  payment  of  damages,  and  the  same  has  been  ac- 
cepted, or,  if  the  acceptance  has  been  refused  and  the  bond  has  been 
filed  in,  and  approved  by  tbe  court,  the  township  shall  have  the  right  tO' 
immediate  possession  of  the  property. 

Section  1004.  Notice  to  Quit;  Possession;  Procedure.  If  the 
owner,  lessee,  or  occupier  shall  refuse  to  remove  his  personal  property 
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or  give  up  possession,  the  township  may  serve  written  notice  upon  such 
owner,  lessee,  or  his  agent,  or  the  occupier  to  remove  his  personal  prop- 
erty and  give  up  possession  of  such  property,  within  sixty  days  from  the 
date  of  the  service  of  such  notice. 

If  the  owner,  lessee,  or  occupier  shall  refuse  to  remove  his  personal 
property  and  give  possession,  upon  proof  of  the  service  of  the  notice,  a 
writ  of  habere  facias  possessionem  shall  forthwith  issue,  directing  the 
sheriff  to  give  to  the  township  possession. 

Section  1005.  Bond  of  Township  Without  Surety  Sufficient. 
Whenever  any  court  shall  order  any  township  to  enter  security  for  the 
payment  of  damages  for  the  taking,  injury,  or  destruction  of  land,  prop- 
erty or  materials  by  right  of  eminent  domain,  the  bond  of  the  township 
shall  be  taken  without  sureties. 

Section  1006.  Value  of  Land  Not  to  Be  Assessed  as  Benefits; 
Exceptions.  In  all  cases  of  the  appropriation  of  land  for  public  use,  other 
than  for  roads  or  streets,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  assess  any  portion  of 
the  damage  done  to  or  value  of  the  land  so  appropriated,  against  the 
other  property  adjoining  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land  so  appropriated. 

Section  1007.  Viewers’  Report.  Viewers  or  juries  of  view  ap- 
pointed by  any  court  to  assess  damages  and  benefits,  due  to  the  taking, 
injury  or  destruction  of  private  property  in  and  by  tbe  construction  or 
enlargement  of  any  public  work,  highway,  or  improvement,  shall  make 
their  reports  within  a time  which  the  court  shall  fix  when  appointing  them, 
but,  if  any  of  the  viewers  or  juries  of  view  shall,  for  any  reason  appearing 
sufficient  to  the  court,  be  unable  to  file  its  report  within  the  period  so 
fixed,  the  court  may,  either  before  or  after  the  expiration  of  the  time 
fixed,  extend  the  time  for  the  filing  of  such  report. 

Section  1008.  Plans  of  Properties  Condemned  to  Be  Furnished 
to  Viewers.  In  all  proceedings  to  assess  damages  for  the  taking,  injury 
or  destruction  of  private  property  for  public  use,  the  township  taking, 
injuring,  or  destroying  property  for  said  purpose,  shall  furnish  the  board 
of  viewers  with  a correct  plan  of  all  properties  affected,  showing  all 
buildings  or  other  structures  thereon,  their  width,  length,  elevation,  and 
cubical  contents,  names  of  all  owners,  tenants,  or  occupiers  thereof,  the 
topography  of  the  land,  and  the  grades  and  widths  of  all  highways 
running  through  or  abutting  on  said  properties,  and  all  other  data  neces- 
sary for  a proper  determination  of  the  amount  of  damages  caused  by  the 
taking,  injury  or  destruction  of  said  private  property. 

Said  plans  shall  be  prepared  and  ready  for  the  use  of  the  viewers  at 
their  first  meeting,  and  copies  thereof  shall  be  furnished  to  all  owners, 
tenants  and  occupiers  of  the  property  and  all  other  parties  affected  there- 
by, without  charge. 

Section  1009.  Condemnation  Petition  to  Specify  Liens;  Ex- 
ception. In  all  proceedings  instituted  for  the  condemnation  and  appro- 
priation of  land  and  property  by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent 
domain,  excepting  proceedings  to  ascertain  damages  and  benefits  by  reason 
of  township  street  or  sewer  improvements,  the  petition  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  viewers  therein  shall  contain  allegations  specifying  any  judg- 
ments, mortgages  or  other  claims  (hereinafter  designated  “liens”)  which 
are  liens  upon  the  land  and  property  sought  to  be  appropriated  or  con- 
demned as  aforesaid. 

Section  1010.  Findings  of  Facts  as  to  Liens.  Testimony  shall 
be  taken  in  said  proceedings  to  ascertain  the  amounts  of  said  liens  and 
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the  dates  of  the  entry  of  the  same,  and  the  amounts  of  said  liens  and 
the  dates  of  entry  thereof  shall  be  found  as  facts  by  the  viewers  in  said 
proceedings.  Certihed  lists  of  liens,  from  the  courts  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  United  States,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
existence,  dates,  amounts,  dates  of  entry  and  places  of  record,  of  said 
liens,  and,  unless  modified  or  overcome  by  oral  or  documentary  evidence, 
shall  be  conclusive  upon  the  parties  thereto  as  to  items  just  specified. 

Section  1011.  Reports  of  Viewers  as  to  Liens;  Appeals;  Dis- 
tribution to  Lien  Creditors;  Discharge  of  Liens.  Where  it  appears 
that  hens  exist  as  aforesaid,  which  are  hens  upon  property  sought  to  be 
condemned  and  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  a report  of  the  facts  found  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  made  to  the  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  proceeding, 
which  report  shall  be  subject  to  exceptions  m manner  to  be  regulated  by 
the  Supreme  Court,  by  general  rule  prescribed,  amended,  and  published 
from  time  to  time,  and,  upon  the  findings  in  relation  to  said  liens  being  fin- 
ally found  by  said  court  having  jurisdiction  of  said  proceedings,  said  court 
shall  make  an  order  directing  the  payment  and  distrihution  of  the  amount 
found  to  be  payable  as  compensation  to  the  parties  entitled  thereto,  first 
to  the  owners  of  said  liens  then  to  the  owners  of  the  property  appro- 
priated as  aforesaid:  Provided,  however.  That  the  parties  interested  shall 
have  the  right  of  appeal  from  said  order  of  distribution  to  the  Superior 
or  Supreme  Courts  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  shall  be  determined  by  the 
amount  distributed  to  said  parties  respectively,  in  manner  now  provided 
by  law.  Payment  in  accordance  with  said  order  of  distribution  shall  ab- 
solutely discharge  the  party  making  said  payment  from  all  claims  of 
whatsoever  nature  by  any  person,  firm,  corporation,  or  claimant,  as 
against  said  property,  when  the  payment  thereof  shall  be  evidenced  by 
a receipt  of  record  in  said  proceedings ; and,  in  said  receipt  and  on  the 
record  thereof,  any  claimant  may  reserve  the  right  to  pursue  the  owner 
of  said  property  for  any  balance  due  upon  his  lien  against  any  other 
property  or  assets  of  the  said  owner. 

Section  1012.  Vesting  Title.  Upon  payment  of  the  compensation 
for  land  or  property  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  in  accordance  with  said 
order  of  distribution,  title  to  the  land  or  property  appropriated  shall  vest 
in  the  taker  thereof  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  the  law  under,which 
such  appropriation  is  made,  and  all  claims  for  compensation  shall  be 
deemed  paid  and  satisfied  as  herein  provided. 

Section  1013.  Competency  of  Evidence  as  to  Market  Value  of 
Property.  In  all  proceedings  arising  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
eminent  domain,  it  shall  be  competent  for  all  witnesses  called,  when  duly 
qualified,  to  state  their  opinion  as  to  the  market  value  of  the  property 
before  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  and  as  unaffected  by 
it,  and  its  market  value  immediately  after  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
eminent  domain  and  as  affected  thereby : 

(a^  To  state,  in  detail  and  costs,  all  the  elements  of  benefit  or  dam- 
age which  they  have  taken  into  consideration  in  arriving  at  their  opinion ; 

(bj  In  arriving  at  their  opinion  as  to  the  market  value  immediately 
after  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  to  add  to  their  opinion 
of  the  market  value  before  such  exercise,  the  cost  or  value  of  all  the 
elements  of  benefit  or  advantage,  and  to  deduct  therefrom  all  disadvantage 
or  damage  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  market  value  after  such  exercise  of 
the  right  of  eminent  domain  and  as  affected  thereby; 
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(c)  In  all  proceedings  to  assess  damages  or  benefits  for  the  opening 
of  any  street,  alley,  or  other  highway,  to  take  into  consideration,  as  o^ie  of 
the  elements  of  advantage  or  disadvantage,  the  cost  of  street  improvement. 

In  all  claims  for  damages  against  a township,  arising  from  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  it  shall  he  competent  for  the  party  or 
parties  claiming  damages  to  offier  in  evidence,  as  a declaration  against  in- 
terest, the  value  of  the  property  affected  as  assessed  for  the  purpose  of 
taxation. 

Section  1014.  Proceedings  Where  Assessments  by  Viewers 
Waived.  In  any  proceeding  to  ascertain  the  damage  caused  to  any  owner 
of  lands,  by  reason  of  the  appropriation  of  a right  of  way  or  easement 
by  any  township,  where  the  owner  and  township  cannot  agree  upon  the 
amount  of  damage  done,  the  parties  may,  by  agreement,  waive  the  right 
to  have  such  damages  assessed,  and  the  owner  may  file  his  claim  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  and  rule  the  defendant  to  plead 
thereto  within  fifteen  days  from  the  service  of  such  rule  upon  the  town- 
ship, and  the  suit  shall  be  proceeded  with  as  if  an  award  of  viewers  had 
been  filed  and  an  appeal  had  been  taken  therefrom. 

Either  party  to  such  an  action  may  on  motion  have  the  jury  visit 
and  view  the  premises  over  or  through  which  the  proposed  right  of  way 
or  easement  may  extend. 

Section  1015.  Appeals  in  Eminent  Domain  Proceedings;  Pay- 
ment o£  Money  into  Court.  In  all  cases  of  damages  assessed  against 
any  township  for  property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed  by  the  construc- 
tion or  enlargement  of  their  works,  highways,  or  improvements,  whether 
such  assessment  shall  have  been  made  by  viewers,  or  otherwise  than  upon 
trial  in  court,  and  an  appeal  is  not  provided  for,  an  appeal  may  be  taken 
by  either  party  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  within  thirty 
days  from  the  filing  of  the  report. 

Any  such  appeal  taken  shall  be  signed  by  the  party  taking  the  same 
or  by  his  agent  or  attorney,  and  shall  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of 
the  party  appellant,  or  of  the  agent  or  attorney,  that  the  same  is  not  for 
the  purpose  of  delay,  but  because  the  affiant  firmly  believes  that  injustice 
has  been  done. 

When  no  such  appeal  is  taken  and  judgment  is  entered,  and  the 
party  to  whom  damages  have  been  awarded  refuses  to  accept  payment 
of  such  award  or  judgment,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  township, 
upon  petition  to  the  court  after  notice  as  ordered  by  court,  to  pay  the 
amount  of  the  award  and  costs  into  the  court.  The  court,  upon  such 
payment,  shall  order  the  satisfaction  of  the  award  or  judgment. 

(b)  Procedure  for  the  Exercise  of  Eminent  Domain  and  for  the 
Assessment  of  Damages  and  Benefits 

Section  1020.  Petition  for  Viewers;  Time  of  Meeting.  Except 
as  is  in  this  act  otherwise  provided,  in  case  the  compensation  for  dam- 
ages or  benefits  accruing  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain 
and/or  from  the  erection  and  construction  of  public  improvements  have 
not  been  agreed  upon,  any  court  of  common  pleas,  or  any  law  judge 
thereof  in  vacation,  on  application  thereto  by  petition  by  the  township  or 
any  person  interested,  shall  appoint  three  viewers  from  the  board  of 
viewers  of  the  county,  and  appoint  a time,  not  less  than  twenty  nor  more 
than  thirty  days  thereafter,  when  the  viewers  shall  meet  upon  the  line  of 
the  improvement  and  view  the  same  and  the  premises  affected  thereby. 
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Section  1021.  When  Viewers  May  Be  Appointed.  The  viewers 
provided  for  in  the  preceding  section  may  be  appointed  before  or  after 
the  entry,  appropriation,  or  injury  of  any  property  or  materials  for 
constructing  such  improvements. 

Section  1022.  Notice  of  Meeting  of  Viewers.  Except  when 
otherwise  in  this  act  provided,  the  viewers  shall  give  at  least  ten-days’ 
notice  of  the  time  of  their  first  meeting,  by  publication  in  one  or  more 
newspapers  of  the  county,  and  by  handbills  posted  upon  the  premises,  or 
otherwise  as  the  court  shall  direct. 

Section  1023.  Swearing  Viewers;  Hearings;  Schedules  of  Dam- 
ages and  Benefits,  d'he  viewers,  having  been  sworn  or  affirmed  faith- 
fully, justly,  and  impartially  to  decide  and  a true  report  to  make 
concerning  all  matters  to  be  submitted  to  them  and  in  relation  to  which 
they  are  authorized  to  inquire,  and  having  viewed  the  premises  and  ex- 
amined the  property,  shall  hear  all  parties  interested  and  their  witnesses 
and  shall  determine  the  damages  for  property  taken,  injured  or  destroyed, 
and  to  whom  the  same  is  payable;  and,  having  determined  the  damages, 
together  with  the  benefits,  they  shall  prepare  a schedule  thereof. 

Section  1024.  Assessment  of  Damages  and  Benefits.  The  dam- 
ages may  be  paid  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  township,  or  may  be  assessed 
in  whole  or  in  part  upon  the  property  benefited.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
viewers,  having  first  determined  the  damages  apart  from  the  benefits, 
sball  assess  the  total  cost  of  the  improvement,  or  so  mtich  thereof  as 
may  be  just  and  reasonable,  upon  the  properties  peculiarly  benefited,  in- 
cluding in  the  assessment  all  parties  for  which  damages  have  been  allowed, 
and  shall  report  the  same  to  the  court.  The  total  assessments  for  benefits 
shall  not  exceed  the  total  damages  awarded  or  agreed  upon. 

Section  1025.  Assessment  Awards.  In  proceedings  to  assess 
damages  and  benefits,  if  the  property  is  both  benefited  and  damaged  by 
such  improvements,  the  excess  of  damages  over  benefits,  or  the  excess 
of  benefits  over  damages,  or  nothing  in  case  the  benefits  and  damages 
are  equal,  shall  be  awarded  to  or  assessed  again.st  the  several  owners 
of  property  affected  thereby. 

Section  1026.  Separate  Reports  of  Damages  and  Benefits.  The 

preceding  section  shall  not  prevent  the  viewers  from  making  a separate 
report  of  the  damages  and  benefits,  respectively.  In  such  event,  if  the 
damages  to  the  property  of  any  person  be  greater  than  the  benefits,  or 
if  the  benefits  be  greater  than  the  damages,  or  if  the  damages  and  benefits 
be  equal,  in  either  case  the  viewers  shall  strike  a balance  and  carry  the 
difference  forward  to  another  column,  so  that  the  assessment  shall  show 
what  amount  is  to  be  received  or  paid  by  the  property  owner  and  the 
difference  only  shall  be  collectible  of  or  paid  to  such  property  owner. 
Appeals  taken  from  the  report  of  the  board  of  viewers  shall  be  from 
such  net  amount  only. 

Section  1027.  Notice  When  Schedules  Will  Be  Exhibited.  The 

viewers  shall  give  notice  to  all  parties  to  whom  damages  are  allowed,  or 
uj^on  whom  assessments  for  benefits  are  made,  of  a time  not  less  than 
ten  days  thereafter,  and  of  place  where  the  viewers  will  meet  and  ex- 
hibit their  schedule  and  hear  all  exceptions  thereto. 

Section  1028.  Service  of  Notices.  Such  notice  shall  be  given, 
in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  service  of  a summons  in  a 
personal  action,  if  the  parties  can  be  found  in  the  township;  or  upon 
an  adult  person ’residing  upon  the  property  affected  by  the  assessment, 
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in  case  the  owner  or  reputed  owner  cannot  be  found ; and  to  all  others 
by  publication  in  the  newspaper  or  newspapers  in  which  the  first  notices 
of  the  view  were  published,  and  by  posting  conspicuously  on  the  premises. 
The  board  of  supervisors  may  by  resolution  provide  by  whom  the  notice 
shall  be  served  and  posted  and  fix  the  compensation  for  such  service. 

Section  1029.  Report  of  Viewers;  Plan  of  Improvements.  After 
making  whatever  changes  are  necessary,  the  viewers  or  a majority  thereof 
shall  report  to  the  court,  showing  the  damages  and  benefits  allowed  and 
assessed  in  each  case,  and  file  therewith  a plan  to  be  prepared  or  secured 
by  the  viewers,  showing  the  improvement,  the  properties  taken,  injured 
or  destroyed,  and  properties  benefited. 

Section  1030.  Notice  of  Filing  of  Report.  When  the  report  is 
filed,  notice  thereof  shall  immediately  be  given,  by  publication  once  in 
the  newspapers  publishing  the  notice  provided  for  in  this  article.  Such 
notice  shall  state  the  date  of  filing  of  the  report,  contain  a schedule  of 
the  damages  allowed  and  benefits  assessed,  and  shall  state  that,  unless 
exceptions  be  filed  thereto  or  an  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  is 
taken  therefrom  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  filing,  the  report 
will  be  confirmed  absolutely. 

Section  1031.  Township  to  Pay  Costs  of  Proceedings.  The  cost 
of  the  proceedings,  including  court  costs,  except  the  compensation  of  the 
viewers,  shall  be  paid  by  the  township. 

Section  1032.  Bond  of  Township.  Except  when  in  this  act  other- 
wise provided,  in  all  cases  where  the  parties  have  not  agreed  upon  the 
damages  claimed,  or  where,  by  reason  of  the  absence  or  legal  incapacity 
of  the  owner,  no  such  agreement  can  be  made,  the  township  may  tender 
sufficient  security  to  the  party  entitled  to  damages,  or  to  the  attorney  or 
agent  of  any  person  absent,  or  to  the  agent  or  officer  of  a corporation,  or 
to  the  guardian  or  committee  of  any  one  under  legal  incapacity. 

Section  1033.  Condition  of  Bond;  Notice  of  Filing  in  Court. 

The  condition  of  the  security  shall  be  that  the  township  shall  pay  or  cause 
to  be  paid  such  amount  of  damages  as  the  party  shall  be  entitled  to  receive, 
after  the  same  shall  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  or  assessed  in 
the  manner  provided  for  by  this  article.  In  case  the  party  claiming  dam- 
ages refuses  to  accept  the  security  tendered,  the  township  shall  give  the 
party  or  his  agent,  attorney,  guardian,  or  committee,  a written  notice  of 
the  time  when  the  same  will  be  presented  in  court. 

Section  1034.  Filing  Bond;  Recovery  Thereon.  If  approved 
by  the  court,  the  security  shall  be  filed  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested, 
and  recovery  may  be  had  thereon  for  the  amount  of  damages  assessed. 
If  the  damages  be  not  paid,  they  may  be  collected  by  execution  on  the 
judgment  in  the  issue  framed  to  try  the  cpiestion.  Upon  the  approval  of 
the  security,  the  township  may  proceed  with  the  improvement. 

Section  1035.  Exceptions  to  Report  of  Viewers.  Within  thirty 
days  after  the  filing  of  any  report,  any  party  interested  may  file  excep- 
tions to  the  same ; and  the  court  shall  confirm,  modify,  or  change  the 
same,  or  change  the  assessments  made  therein,  or  refer  it  back  to  the 
same  or  new  viewers. 

Section  1036.  Confirmation  of  Report  of  Viewers.  When  the 
report  is  filed,  the  prothonotary  shall  mark  it  confirmed  nisi.  In  case 
no  exceptions  are  filed  thereto,  he  shall  enter  a decree  that  the  report  is 
confirmed  absolutely. 

11 
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Section  1037.  Effect  of  Exceptions  on  Confirmation  of  Report. 

When  exceptions  are  filed  which  effect  the  entire  report,  the  same  shall 
not  be  confirmed  absolutely  as  to  any  part  thereof  until  the  exceptions 
have  been  finally  disposed  of  ; when  the  exceptions  do  not  affect  the  entire 
report,  the  court  shall  confirm  the  assessments  to  which  exceptions  have 
not  been  taken. 

Section  1038.  Appeals  from  Confirmations  After  Exceptions. 

Within  three  months  after  the  confirmation  of  any  report,  following  the 
filing  of  exceptions  thereto,  any  party  interested  may  appeal  from  the 
decree  of  the  court  below  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

Section  1039.  Effect  of  Appeals.  When  any  appeal  is  taken  from 
the  action  of  the  court  confirming  any  viewers’  report  or  part  thereof,  if 
the  appeal  affects  the  entire  report,  it  shall  have  the  effect  of  suspending 
the  absolute  confirmation  thereof  until  the  appeal  is  finally  disposed  of ; 
but  where  the  appeal  is  to  matters  which  do  not  affect  the  entire  report, 
or  any  other  assessment,  such  appeal  shall  affect  only  the  particular  assess- 
ment for  which  the  appeal  is  taken. 

Section  1040.  Filing  Assignments  of  Error,  Et  Cetera.  In 

order  to  determine  whether  any  appeal  affects  the  entire  report,  or  any 
particular  assessment,  the  appellant  shall  file  in  the  court  below,  before 
or  at  the  time  of  filing  his  writ  of  certiorari,  a copy  of  his  specifications 
or  assignments  of  error  or  grounds  of  appeal.  Upon  failure  so  to  do. 
the  township  or  any  party  interested  may,  by  notice  or  rule  upon  the 
appellant,  cause  such  specifications,  assignments  of  error,  or  grounds  of 
appeal,  to  be  filed. 

Section  1041.  Certificate  of  Judge  of  the  Court  Below.  Upon 
the  request  of  the  township,  or  any  party  interested,  the  court  below,  or 
any  judge  thereof  in  vacation,  shall  certify  whether  the  appeal  affects  the 
entire  report,  and  said  certificate  shall  be  conclusive.  Where  the  court 
or  judge  certifies  that  the  appeal  will  affect  the  entire  report,  no  further 
proceedings  shall  be  taken  in  the  court  below  until  after  the  final  action 
of  the  appellate  court ; but  where  the  court  or  judge  certifies  that  the 
appeal  will  affect  only  a particular  assessment,  then  the  confirmation  of 
all  other  assessments  shall  be  final. 

Section  1042.  Effect  of  Affirmation  of  Decree  of  Court  Below. 
If,  on  any  appeal,  the  action  of  the  court  below  is  affirmed,  the  date  of  the 
decree  or  judgment  of  the  appellate  court  shall  be  taken  as  the  day  on 
which  the  report  was  finally  confirmed. 

Section  1043.  Consolidation  of  Appeals.  Where  any  appeal  is 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  an  appeal  is  also  taken  to  the  Superior 
Court,  and  the  appeals  in  both  cases  are  substantially  the  same,  the  Su- 
perior Court  may  certify  such  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  heard 
with  the  other  appeals  from  the  same  report. 

The  Supreme  Court  shall  consolidate  all  such  appeals  and  hear  them 
as  one  case.  Where  several  appeals  are  taken  from  the  confirmation  of 
the  same  report,  either  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court,  and  the 
grounds  of  the  appeal  are  similar,  the  appellate  court  may  consolidate  the 
appeals. 

Section  1044.  Appellants  May  Unite  in  Appeals;  Effect  There- 
of. Several  parties  may  unite  in  a single  appeal,  either  to  the  Superior 
or  Supreme  Court,  where  the  grounds  of  appeal  are  similar,  but  the 


uniting  of  the  appellants  shall  not  unite  the  amounts  or  change  the 
jurisdiction.  When  the  appeal,  if  taken  by  each  appellant  singly,  would 
be  to  the  Superior  Court,  then  the  appeal  shall  be  to  that  court ; but, 
if  the  appeal  of  any  one  appellant  would  be  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
then  the  joint  appeal  shall  be  to  that  court.  If  an  appeal  has  been  taken 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  any  other  party,  without  regard  to  the  amount 
involved,  if  the  grounds  of  appeal  are  similar,  may  appeal  to  the  same 
court  and  join  in  such  appeal. 

Section  1045.  Appeals  from  Reports  of  Viewers  for  Jury  Trial. 

Within  thirty  days  after  any  report  of  viewers  is  filed  in  court,  any  party 
whose  property  is  taken,  injurecl,  or  destroyed,  or  who  is  assessed  benefits, 
may  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  demand  a trial  by  jury. 
Where  an  appeal  is  so  taken  as  to  a portion  of  the  report,  the  portion  not 
appealed  from  shall  be  confirmed  absolutely,  at  the  expiration  of  thirty 
days  after  the  report  is  filed  in  court. 

Section  1046.  Reasons  for  Appeals  to  Be  Stated.  The  appeal, 
as  provided  in  the  last  preceding  section,  shall  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  is  taken,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  appellant,  or  by  his  agent  or 
attorney ; and  shall  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  that  it  is  not  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  delay  but  because  the  appellant  believes  that  injustice 
has  been  done. 

Section  1047.  Costs.  Upon  the  trial  of  any  such  appeal,  in  case 
the  party  appellant  does  not  obtain  a verdict  more  favorable  than  was  the 
report  of  the  viewers  as  finally  confirmed,  the  appellant  shall  not  recover 
any  costs. 

Section  1048.  Notices.  Appeals  from  the  Court  Below.  The 

court  of  common  pleas  shall  order  what  notices  shall  be  given  in  connec- 
tion with  such  proceedings,  and  may,  by  rule  or  otherwise,  prescribe  the 
form  of  pleadings.  After  verdict  and  final  judgment,  either  party  may, 
within  three  months  appeal  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court. 

Section  1049.  Appeals  to  the  Wrong  Court.  Should  any  appeal 
under  this  article  be  made  to  the  wrong  court,  such  court  shall  certify  the 
appeal  to  the  court  to  which  it  should  have  been  taken. 

Section  1050.  Appeals  Not  to  Prevent  Filing  Liens.  No  appeal 
taken  under  this  article  shall  prevent  the  filing  of  liens  by  any  township 
for  any  assessment  made  by  any  such  report,  but,  upon  the  final  termina- 
tion of  the  issue,  the  court  shall  make  such  order  as  to  the  lien  filed  as 
shall  appear  right  and  proper. 

Section  1051.  Discontinuance  of  Proceedings.  If  any  town- 
ship shall  repeal  any  resolution,  or  discontinue  any  proceeding,  providing 
for  any  improvements  prior  to  the  entry  upon,  taking,  or  injury  to  any 
property  or  materials,  the  township  shall  not  be  liable  to  pay  any  damages 
which  have  been  assessed,  but  all  costs  upon  any  such  proceeding  shall 
be  paid  by  the  township,  together  wdth  any  actual  damage  sustained  by 
reason  of  such  proceeding. 

Section  1052.  Assessments  to  Bear  Interest.  All  assessments 
for  benefits,  costs,  and  expenses  shall  bear  interest  at  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  after  they  shall  have  been  finally  ascertained,  and  shall  he 
payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the  township. 

Section  1053.  Damages  to  Bear  Interest.  The  amount  of  dam- 
ages allowed  in  a report  of  viewers  for  the  taking,  injury  or  destruction 
of  property  by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  shall,  as 
finally  confirmed,  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum 
from  the  date  of  the  confirmation  nisi  of  the  report. 
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ARTICLE  XI 

Roads,  Streets  and  Highways 

(a)  Laying  Out  Roads  Under  the  General  Road  Law 

Section  1101.  Except  as  otherwise  in  this  act  provided,  or  except 
as  otherwise  provided  by  local  or  special  legislation,  all  roads  wholly 
within  or  partly  within  townships,  shall  be  laid  out,  widened,  changed,  or 
vacated  by  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions,  as  'heretofore,  in  the  manner 
provided  by  the  general  road  law  and  the  amendments,  additions,  and 
supplements  thereto.  All  damages  and  benefits  occasioned  by  such  lay- 
ing out  and  the  subsequent  opening  thereof,  or  by  any  such  widening, 
changing,  or  vacation,  shall  be  assessed,  collected,  and  paid  in  the  manner 
provided  by  the  general  road  law  and  the  amendments,  additions,  and 
supplements  thereto. 

(b)  Certain  Roads  Declared  to  be  Public  Roads 

Section  1105.  Every  road  not  of  record  which  has  been  used  for 
public  travel  and  maintained  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  expenditure  of 
township  funds  for  a period  of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  a public  road  of  the  width  of  thirty-three  feet,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  there  is  no  public  record  of  the  laying  out  of  such 
road  or  a dedication  thereof  for  public  use.  In  all  such  cases  the  laying 
out  of  such  roads  of  the  width  hereinbefore  specified  shall  be  conclusively 
presumed. 

(c)  Opening  and  Repairing  Roads,  Bt  Cetera 

Section  1110.  Opening,  Repairing  and  Closing  Roads.  Public 
roads  or  highways  in  townships,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  be 
effectually  opened  and  constantly  kept  in  repair.  All  public  roads  or 
highways  shall  at  all  seasons  be  kept  reasonably  clear  of  all  impediments 
to  easy  and  convenient  traveling,  at  the  expense  of  the  township. 

The  supervisors  of  any  township  may  temporarily  close  any  town- 
ship road,  when  in  their  opinion  excessive  or  unusual  conditions  have  ren- 
dered such  road  unfit  or  unsafe  for  travel,  and  immediate  repair,  because 
of  the  time  of  year  or  other  conditions,  is  impracticable.  The  road  or 
portion  of  road  so  closed  shall  be  properly  marked  at  its  extremities  and  a 
means  of  passage  for  the  customary  users  of  such  road  shall  whenever 
possible  be  provided. 

Any  one  using  such  road  or  portion  thereof  after  the  same  has  been 
properly  closed  and  marked,  without  a permit  from  the  supervisors,  shall 
be  subject  to  a penalty  of  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  to  be  re- 
covered in  a summary  proceeding,  and  penalties  so  recovered  shall  be 
payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the  township  wherein  the  offense  was  com- 
mitted, to  be  expended  in  the  repair  of  the  roads  of  the  township. 

Section  1111.  Time  Within  Which  Roads  to  Be  Opened. 
Whenever  proceedings  have  been  heretofore  or  may  hereafter  be  begun 
in  any  court  of  quarter  sessions  for  the  opening  and  laying  out  of  any 
public  road  in  any  township,  such  public  road  shall  be  physically  opened 
upon  the  ground  for  use  by  the  public  within  the  period  of  five  years 
next  after  the  entry  of  the  final  decree  confirming  said  road  and  not 
thereafter. 
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In  the  event  that  the  proceeding  for  the  opening  and  laying  out  of  a 
public  road  referred  to  in  this  section  shall  have  been  completed,  and  a 
final  decree  confirming  said  road  shall  have  been  made,  and  such  proposed 
road  shall  not  have  been  physically  opened  upon  the  ground  and  shall 
have  remained  or  shall  remain  unopened  to  public  use  for  a continuous 
period  of  five  years  next  after  the  entry  of  the  final  decree  confirming 
said  road,  then  such  proceedings  shall  be  deemed  to  be  void  and  of  no 
efifect,  and  the  land  proposed  to  be  taken  shall  revert  to  the  owners  of  the 
land,  as  in  the  case  of  the  vacation  of  a public  road  free  of  any  easement 
or  right  of  the  public  to  use  the  same. 

(d)  Changiiig,  Vacating  or  Altering  Roads  by  Agreement  zvith  Property 

Owners 

Section  1115.  Whenever  the  supervisors  of  any  township  deem  it 
advisable  to  construct,  change,  or  alter  any  part  of  any  public  road  under 
their  supervision,  within  this  Commonwealth,  or  to  vacate  any  abandoned 
portion  of  a State  highway  not  vacated  by  the  Department  of  Highways, 
and  can  agree  with  the  property  owners  affected  by  such  change,  alteration 
or  vacation,  they  may  change,  alter  or  vacate  such  part  of  such  public  road, 
as  contemplated  in  such  agreement,  without  the  formality  of  a view. 

No  such  change  or  alteration  of  any  part  of  any  public  road  shall 
be  made,  the  costs  and  expenses  of  which,  including  damages  to  such 
township  shall  exceed  five  hundred  dollars.  A petition  setting  forth  the 
facts  regarding  such  change,  alteration  or  vacation,  accompanied  by  a 
map  or  draft  of  the  same,  shall  be  presented  to  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions for  approval  before  such  actual  change,  alteration  or  vacation  is 
made ; whereupon  the  new  location,  approved  by  the  court,  shall  be  taken 
to  be  the  public  road  and  the  old  location  shall  be  vacated,  or  the  aban- 
doned State  highway  shall  be  vacated  as  the  case  mav  be. 

(e)  Elimination  of  Curves 

Section  1120.  Any  township  may  acquire,  by  purchase  or  by  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  any  such  property  and  lands  situate  along  or 
adjacent  to  any  township  highway,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  supervisors 
of  such  township,  may  be  necessary  to  eliminate  dangerous  curves  and 
widen  narrow  roads  or  highways  for  the  better  protection  and  safety  to 
the  traveling  public. 

Upon  any  such  purchase  or  condemnation  the  proper  authorities  of 
the  township  having  had  such  property  and  lands  condemned  mav,  from 
time  to  time,  abate  or  remove  or  cause  to  be  abated  or  removed,  any  such 
dangerous  curve  or  curves,  or  widen  such  narrow  highway  to  the  extent 
of  the  property  and  land  so  acquired. 

The  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  such  property  and  lands 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  and  for  the  assessment  of  damages 
for  property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall  be  taken  in  the  manner 
provided  by  this  act  for  the  condemnation  of  land  by  townships. 

This  section  shall  not  be  construed  to  repeal  anv  acts  or  parts  of  acts 
providing  a method  of  procedure  for  the  widening  of  township  roads. 

(f)  Acquisition  of  Unobstructed  Viezas  at  Curves  and  Intersections 

Section  1125.  Any  township,  may  acquire,  by  purchase  or  by  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  a free  and  unobstructed  view  down  and  across 
such  lands  located  at  or  near  the  intersection  of  any  two  highways,  or  a 
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highway  and  a railroad  or  railway,  or  at  any  curve  in  any  highway,  as 
may  be  necessary  to  assure  a free  and  unobstructed  view  in  all  directions 
at  such  crossings,  and  to  so  prevent  the  use  of  such  lands  for  any  pur- 
pose or  in  any  manner  which  may  interfere  with  or  obstruct  the  vision 
of  any  person  or  persons  traveling  upon  any  such  highway. 

Upon  any  such  condemnation,  the  township,  having  had  such  view 
condemned,  may,  from  time  to  time,  abate  or  remove,  or  cause  to  be  abated 
or  removed,  any  obstruction  to  such  view  over  and  across  such  lands. 

The  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  such  view  over  and  across 
such  lands  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  for  the  assessment  of 
damages  for  property  taken,  injured  or  destroyed,  shall  be  taken  in  the 
manner  provided  in  this  act. 

Upon  the  condemnation  of  a view  over  and  across  any  lands  for  the 
purposes  of  this  act,  the  owner  of  such  lands  mav  make  every  such  use 
thereof  as  will  not  interfere  with  a free  and  unobstructed  view  at  such 
dangerous  crossing  or  curve,  and,  unless  specially  provided  for  in  such 
condemnation  proceedings,  such  condemnation  shall  not  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  owner  thereof  from  using  such  land  for  pasture  or  the  grow- 
ing of  grass,  oats,  wheat,  or  other  crops  which  will  not  obstruct  the 
vision  more  than  wheat. 

( g)  Relocation,  Alteration  and  Vacatio)i  of  Roads  in  or  Near  State  Parks 

Section  1130.  Agreements  to  Relocate,  Alter  and  Vacate 
Roads.  Whenever  a public  road  or  highway  within  a park  or  public 
ground,  title  to  which  park  or  public  grounds  is  vested  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  is  laid  out,  located,  relocated,  altered,  or  vacated,  in  such 
manner  that  a public  road  or  highway,  approaching,  leading  into,  or  con- 
tiguous to  such  park  or  public  grounds,  shall  become  either  useless,  in- 
convenient, or  burdensome,  such  public  road  or  highway,  approaching, 
leading  into,  or  contiguous  to  such  park  or  public  grounds,  may  be  altered, 
relocated,  or  vacated,  by  the  township  supervisors  charged  with  the  duty 
of  maintaining  such  roads  or  highways,  in  whole  or  in  part,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  it  convenient  and  suitable  as  an  approach  to  the  roads 
and  highways  within  said  park  or  public  grounds,  upon  the  consent  and 
agreement  of;  (a)  the  commissioners  or  officials  charged  with  the  care 
and  management  of  said  park  or  public  grounds;  (b)  the  township 
supervisors  charged  with  the  duty  of  maintaining  said  roads  or  highways, 
approaching,  leading  into,  or  contiguous  to  said  park  or  public  grounds : 
and  (c)  the  property  owners  owning  the  majority  of  the  frontage  of 
land  abutting  upon  the  relocated  portion  of  the  roads  or  highways,  ap- 
proaching, leading  into,  or  contiguous  to  said  park  or  public  grounds. 

Section  1131.  Agreement  to  Be  Filed  in  Court.  Effect  of 
Filing.  The  filing  of  the  consent  and  agreement  of  commissioners  or 
officials  charged  with  the  care  and  management  of  such  park  or  public 
grounds,  the  township  supervisors,  and  of  the  property  owners,  in  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  or  counties  in  which  the  altered, 
relocated,  or  vacated  road  or  highway  is  situate,  shall  have  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  the  filing  and  the  approval  and  absolute  confirmation 
by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  a report  of  viewers  appointed  in 
accordance  with  the  general  road  law,  and  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  though  said  viewers  had  laid  out,  located,  relocated,  altered  or 
vacated  such  road  or  highway  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  filed  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  report  of  said  viewers  had  been  filed,  approved  and 
absolutely  confirmed  by  the  court. 
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The  filing  of  said  agreement  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  be 
conclusive  as  to  the  question  of  the  necessity  for  the  laying  out,' location, 
relocation,  alteration,  or  vacation  of  said  roads  or  highways,  as  contained 
in  the  said  agreement,  and  that  the  portion  or  portions  of  said  road  or 
highway  abandoned  or  vacated  were  useless,  inconvenient,  and  burden- 
some. 

Section  1132.  Altered  and  Relocated  Roads  Declared  Town- 
ship Roads.  Such  road  or  highway,  when  altered  or  relocated,  shall  be 
maintained  and  repaired  in  the  same  manner  as  other  township  roads  are 
maintained  and  repaired. 

Section  1133.  Assessment  of  Damages.  The  owner  of  any  land 
through  which  any  public  road  or  highway  may  be  relocated  as  provided 
for  in  the  provisions  of  this  act,  may  apply  by  petition  to  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county,  setting  forth  the  injury  which  he 
or  she  may  have  sustained  by  reason  of  the  relocation  of  the  said  public 
road  or  highway,  and  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  assessment  and  pay- 
ment of  damages  of  said  landowner  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  for  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

(h)  Gradimg,  Paz’ing,  or  Macadamizing  Streets  or  Higlnvays  Upon 
Petition  of  Property  Ozvners 

Section  1135.  Petition  of  Property  Owners.  Any  township  may 
grade,  pave,  or  macadamize,  with  brick,  stone  or  other  suitable  materials, 
any  public  street  or  highway  or  part  thereof  (not  less  than  one  thousand 
feet)  laid  out  and  opened  in  the  township.  No  street  or  highway  or 
any  part  thereof  shall  be  graded,  paved,  or  macadamized  under  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  except  upon  the  petitions  of  owners  of  property 
representing  a majority  in  number  of  feet  front  of  the  properties  abutting 
on  the  street  or  highway  or  part  thereof  proposed  to  be  paved,  nor 
unless  there  shall  be  at  least  ten  separate  improved  dwellings  or  places 
of  business  in  each  one  thousand  feet  of  highway  to  be  so  improved. 

Section  1136.  Assessment  of  Cost  by  Foot  Front  Rule.  The 
cost  and  expense  of  any  such  improvement  may  be  collected  from  the 
owners  of  the  real  estate  abutting  on  such  street  or  highway  or  part 
thereof,  by  an  equal  assessment  on  the  feet  front.  Such  assessment  shall 
be  estimated  by  the  person  in  charge  of  the  work  or  by  other  competent 
authority  designated  by  the  township  supervisors. 

Section  1137.  Collection  of  Assessments.  All  such  assessments 
for  grading,  paving,  or  macadamizing  shall  be  filed  with  the  secretary 
of  the  board  of  supervisors.  The  secretary  shall  give  thirty  days’  written 
or  printed  notice  that  the  assessments  are  due  and  payable  to  each  party 
assessed,  either  by  service  on  the  owner  or  agent  or  left  on  the  assessed 
premises.  If  the  assessments,  or  any  of  them,  remain  unpaid  at  the  ex- 
piration of  said  thirty  days,  they  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
township  solicitor  for  collection.  The  solicitor  shall  collect  the  same, 
together  with  five  per  centum  additional  as  attorney’s  commission  and  in- 
terest from  the  completion  of  the  improvement,  by  a municipal  claim  filed 
against  the  delinquent  owner  in  like  manner  as  municipal  claims  are  now 
collected.  When  an  owner  has  two  or  more  lots  against  which  there 
is  an  assessment  for  the  same  improvements,  all  such  lots  shall  be  em- 
braced in  one  claim. 

Section  1138.  Owner  Defined.  The  term  “owner”  as  used  in  sub- 
division (h)  of  this  act,  means  all  individuals,  corporations,  public  or 


private,  copartnerships,  and  associations  having  any  title  or  interest  in 
tlic  property  assessed.  If  the  owner  to  whom  notice  is  required  to  be 
given  is  a nonresident  of  the  township,  and  his,  her,  or  their  place  of 
residence  is  unknown,  or  if  the  ownership  of  the  property  cannot  be 
ascertained,  the  notice  shall  be  posted  on  the  premises  and  a copy  left 
with  the  occupant,  if  there  be  one. 

(i)  Approval  of  Plans  for  Dedicated  Roads,  Streets  and  Drainage 

Facilities 

Section  1140.  Plans  of  Dedicated  Roads  and  Streets.  No  per- 
son shall  construct,  open,  or  dedicate  any  road,  street,  lane  or  alley  or 
any  drainage  facilities  in  connection  therewith,  for  public  use  or  travel 
in  any  township,  without  first  submitting  plans  thereof  to  the  township 
supervisors  for  their  approval.  Such  plans  shall  be  prepared  in  duplicate 
in  accordance  with  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  supervisors,  and  shall  show  the  profiles  of  such  roads,  streets,  lanes, 
nr  alleys,  the  course,  structure,  and  capacity  of  any  drainage  facilities, 
and  the  method  of  drainage  of  the  adjacent  or  contiguous  territory,  and 
also  anv  other  or  further  details  that  may  be  required  under  the  rules 
or  regulations  adopted  by  the  township  supervisors.  Before  acting  upon 
anv  such  plans,  the  supervisors  may,  in  their  discretion,  arrange  for  a 
]nil)lic  hearing,  after  giving  such  notice  as  they  may  deem  desirable  in 
each  case,  d'lie  township  supervisors  are  authorized  to  alter  such  plans, 
and  to  specify  any  changes  or  modifications  of  any  kind  which  they,  in 
their  discretion,  may  deem  necessary  with  respect  thereto,  and  may  make 
their  api^roval  of  such  plans  subject  to  any  such  alterations,  changes  or 
modifications.  Any  plans  when  so  approved  shall  be  signed  in  duplicate 
on  behalf  of  the  township  by  such  officer  as  the  supervisors  may  designate, 
and  an  ap|)roved  duplicate  copy  shall  be  filed  in  the  township  office, 
where  the  same  shall  be  available  to  public  inspection.  No  road,  street, 
lane,  or  alley,  or  any  drainage  facilities  in  connection  therewith,  shall  be 
opened,  constructed,  or  dedicated  for  public  use  or  travel,  except  in 
strict  accordance  with  plans  so  approved  by  the  supervisors,  or  with 
further  plans  subsequently  approved  by  them  in  the  same  manner,  and 
until  such  plan  and  the  approval  thereof  has  been  recorded  as  herein- 
after provided. 

Section  1141.  Appeals  Where  Supervisors  Refuse  Approval. 

In  any  case  where  the  township  supervisors  shall  refuse  to  approve  any 
plans  submitted  to  them  in  accordance  with  this  subdivision,  any  person 
aggrieved  by  the  action  of  the  supervisors  may,  within  thirty  days  after 
such  action,  appeal  therefrom  by  petition  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
of  the  county,  which  court  shall  hear  the  matter  de  novo,  and,  after 
hearing,  may  enter  a decree  affirming,  reversing,  or  modifying  the  action 
of  the  supervisors  as  may  appear  just  in  the  premises.  The  court  shall 
designate  the  manner  in  which  notices  of  the  hearing  of  any  such  appeal 
shall  be  given  to  all  parties  interested.  The  decision  of  the  court  shall 
be  final. 

The  action  of  the  township  supervisors,  or  the  court  on  appeal, 
in  approving  any  such  plans,  and  an  approved  duplicate  copy  of  such 
plans,  shall  be  recorded  by  the  person  applying  for  such  approval  in 
the  office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  the  county. 

Section  1142,  No  Responsibility  on  Township  Where  Plans  Not 
Approved.  If  any  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley,  or  any  drainage  facilities 


169 


in  connection  therewith,  shall  be  opened,  constructed,  or  dedicated  for 
public  use  or  travel,  except  in  strict  accordance  with  plans  approved  as 
herein  provided,  neither  the  township  supervisors  nor  any  public  au- 
thorities shall  place,  construct,  or  operate  any  sewer,  drain,  water  pipe, 
or  other  facilities,  or  do  any  work  of  any  kind,  in  or  upon  such  road, 
street,  lane,  or  alley ; and  neither  the  township  supervisors,  nor  any 
other  public  authorities,  shall  have  any  responsibility  of  any  kind  with 
respect  to  any  such  road,  street,  lane,  alley,  or  drainage  facilities,  not- 
withstanding any  use  of  the  same  by  the  public : Provided,  however. 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  laying  of  trunk  sewers, 
drains,  water  or  gas  mains,  if  required  by  engineering  necessity  for  the 
accommodation  of  other  territory. 

Section  1143.  Entry  on  Lands  by  Supervisors.  The  township 
supervisors  and  their  representatives  and  workmen  may  enter  upon  any 
land  and  property,  and  maintain  marks  and  monuments,  so  far  as  the 
supervisors  deem  necessary  in  carrying  out  their  powers  and  duties 
hereunder. 

Section  1144.  Penalty.  Any  person,  copartnership  or  corporation 
who  or  which  shall  construct,  open  or  dedicate  any  road,  street,  lane 
or  alley,  or  any  drainage  facilities  in  connection  therewith,  for  public 
use  or  travel  in  any  township,  without  having  first  complied  with  the 
provisions  of  this  subdivision  of  this  act,  and  of  any  resolutions  of  the 
township  authorities  adopted  pursuant  hereto,  shall  be  guilty  of  a mis- 
demeanor, and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  such  person  or  the  members 
of  such  copartnership  or  the  officers  of  such  corporation  responsible  for 
such  violation  shall  he  sentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
two  years  or  pav  a fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  both,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Section  1145.  Effect  o£  Approval  of  Plans.  No  approval  of 
plans  by  a township  shall  obligate  or  require  any  such  township  to  con- 
struct, reconstruct,  maintain,  repair,  or  grade  such  roads,  until  and 
unless  authorized  and  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  proper  court  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  existing  law  in  that  regard. 

Section  1146.  Powers  of  State  and  Counties  Preserved.  Noth- 
ing contained  in  this  subdivision  shall  be  held  to  restrict  or  limit  the 
State  Department  of  Highways,  or  any  county,  in  the  exercise  of  any 
of  its  duties,  powers,  and  functions  under  the  provisions  of  any  act  of 
Assembly  now  in  force  or  hereafter  to  be  enacted. 

(])  Entry  On  Private  Property  to  Secure  Road  Material  and  to  Open 

Ditches  and  Drains 

Section  1150.  Power  to  Enter  on  Lands.  When  road  material 
cannot  be  conveniently  obtained  by  contract  at  reasonable  prices,  the 
supervisors  of  townships,  may  enter  upon  any  land  or  enclosure  within 
their  township  lying  near  the  road,  and  dig,  gather,  and  carry  upon 
the  road  any  stones,  sand,  gravel  or  other  road  material  which  thev 
think  necessary  to  make,  maintain,  or  repair  the  road.  In  exercising  such 
right  they  shall  do  no  unnecessary  damage  to  the  owners  of  the  land, 
and  shall  repair  any  breaches  of  fences  which  they  make. 

Section  1151.  Viewers  to  Fix  Damages.  Whenever  the  super- 
visors and  the  owners  of  any  such  materials  cannot  agree  upon  the 
price  to  be  paid  therefor,  the  value  of  such  materials  shall  be  assessed  by 
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viewers  to  be  appointed  and  to  make  report  as  provided  in  this  act  in 
the  case  of  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

Section  1152.  Power  to  Open  Drains  and  Ditches.  The  town- 
ship supervisors  may  enter  upon  any  lands  or  enclosures,  and  cut,  open, 
maintain,  and  repair  such  drains  or  ditches  through  the  same  as,  in 
their  judgment,  are  necessary  to  carry  the  water  from  the  roads,  streets, 
lanes,  or  alleys. 

If  any  person  shall  stop,  fill  up,  or  injure  any  such  drain  or  ditch,  or 
shall  divert  or  change  the  course  thereof,  without  the  authority  of  the 
supervisors,  such  person  shall  for  every  such  offense  pay  a penalty 
of  not  more  than  twenty-five  dollars  together  with  the  cost  of  restoring 
such  drain  or  ditch  to  be  recovered  in  a summary  proceeding.  The 
penalty  and  moneys  so  recovered  shall  he  paid  to  the  township  treasurer. 

fk)  HigJnmys  Crossing  Railroads.  Special  Uses  of  Highways 

Section  1155.  Railroad  Crossings.  Every  township  constructing 
a highway  across  a railroad  shall  construct  the  same  above  or  below 
the  grade  thereof,  unless  permitted  by  the  Public  Service  Commission 
to  construct  the  same  at  grade. 

Any  such  crossing  of  a railroad  by  a highway,  or  any  vacation  of 
any  highway  crossing  a railroad,  shall  be  constructed  only  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Public  Service  Com- 
mission. The  compensation  for  damages  to  the  owners  of  adjacent 
property,  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall  be  ascertained,  fixed,  and 
paid  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

Section  1156.  Highway  Permits  for  Road  Crossings.  No  rail- 
road or  street  railway  shall  hereafter  be  constructed  upon  any  township 
highway,  nor  shall  any  railroad  or  street  railway  crossings,  nor  any 
gas  pipe,  water  pipe,  electric  conduits,  or  other  piping  be  laid  upon  or 
in,  nor  shall  any  telephone,  telegraph  or  electric  light  or  power  poles 
or  any  coal  tipples,  or  any  other  obstruction,  be  erected  upon  or  in,  any 
portion  of  a township  highway,  except  under  such  conditions,  restrictions, 
and  regulations,  and  subject  to  the  payment  of  such  fees  for  permits, 
as  may  be  prescribed  and  required  by  the  township  supervisors,  not 
exceeding  the  reasonable  cost  of  issuing  the  permit,  the  cost  of  restoring 
the  road,  and  expense  of  inspecting  the  work  authorized  by  such  permit 
upon  completion  thereof.  Before  any  such  permit  shall  issue  the  appli- 
cant shall  give  bond  to  the  township  in  such  amount  as  the  supervisors 
shall  fix  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  the  charges  fixed  by  this  section. 
All  fees  and  charges  so  collected  for  permits  shall  be  paid  into  the 
township  treasury.  Any  person  failing  to  obtain  such  a permit  before 
doing  any  work  on  any  road  for  which  a permit  is  required  by  this 
section  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  be  sentenced,  upon  conviction  in 
a summary  proceeding,  to  pay  a penalty  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars  and  costs  together  with  the  cost  of  restoring  any  road,  which 
shall  be  paid  into  the  township  treasury. 

(1)  Guideposts  and  Index  Boards 

Section  1160.  Duty  of  Supervisors  to  Erect.  The  supervisors 
of  townships  shall  erect  posts  at  the  intersection  of  all  public  roads,  and 
at  one  of  the  angles  where  any  public  road  crosses  another  public  road, 
and  shall  firmly  fix  thereon  boards  or  metal  signs,  with  index  hands 
pointing  to  the  direction  of  such  roads,  providing  that  if  a building, 
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tree,  trolley  pole,  telephone  pole,  or  telegraph  pole  is  so  erected  that  it 
can  be  used  in  place  of  a post,  and  permission  has  been  secured  from 
the  owner  thereof,  such  building,  tree  or  pole  may  be  used  in  place  of 
a post.  On  such  boards  and  signs  shall  be  inscribed,  in  large  and  legible 
characters,  the  name  of  the  town,  village,  or  place  to  which  such  roads 
lead,  and  the  distance  thereto  computed  in  miles : Provided,  Where  any 
public  highway  intersects  or  crosses  a State  highway,  application  for 
a permit  shall  be  made  by  the  supervisors  to  the  State  Department  of 
Highways  for  the  erecting  of  such  signs. 

Section  1161.  Penalty  for  Destroying,  Etc.  It  shall  be  unlawful 
for  any  person  to  wilfully  destroy,  remove,  injure,  or  deface  any  guide- 
post  or  sign  or  index  board  erected  upon  or  near  any  public  street, 
road,  or  bridge  by  the  authorities  of  any  township,  or  erected,  with  the 
consent  of  the  authorities  having  jurisdiction  OA^er  such  street,  road,  or 
bridge,  by  any  club,  association,  or  other  organized  body  for  the  di- 
rection, guidance,  or  safety  of  travelers.  Any  person  violating  this 
section  shall,  upon  conviction  in  a summary  proceeding,  be  sentenced 
to  pay  a fine  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars  and  not  more  than  twenty-five 
dollars,  with  all  costs  of  prosecution,  together  with  the  value  of  such 
sign  so  destroyed,  removed  or  defaced.  All  fines  and  moneys  imposed 
and  collected  shall  be  paid  to  the  township  treasurer.  In  default  of 
payment  of  said  fine,  costs,  and  expenses,  he  shall  undergo  an  imprison- 
ment in  the  county  jail  for  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  sixty  days. 

finj  Protection  of  HigJnvays  From  Snowdrifts 

Section  1165.  Whenever  any  highways,  in  townships,  are  so  located 
as  to  render  them  liable,  on  account  of  high  wind  during  the  winter 
season,  to  be  so  filled  with  snow  as  to  make  them  impassable,  and  in 
the  judgment  of  the  supervisors,  such  drifts  of  snow  can  be  avoided 
by  the  removal  of  any  fence  erected  along  either  side  of  such  high- 
way and  replacing  the  same  by  a fence  constructed  of  posts,  wire,  and 
boards,  or  rail,  combined,  such  supervisors  may  agree  with  the  owners 
of  such  fences  upon  a plan  for  the  erection  of  a fence  constructed  of 
posts,  wire,  and  board,  or  rail,  combined.  The  township  may  pay  the 
the  owners  of  such  fences  a sum  not  to  exceed  the  first  cost  of  the 
wire  used  in  the  construction  of  such  fences.  The  wire  used  in  the 
construction  of  such  fences  shall  be  without  barbs.  This  section  shall 
not  apply  to  any  stone  wall,  hedge,  or  ornamental  fence. 

(n)  Grades  of  Highways 

Section  1170.  In  the  construction  or  repair  of  any  highway,  in 
any  township,  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  raise  such  highway  above  the 
ordinary  grade  thereof  when  a drain  or  culvert  shall  be  constructed  under 
such  highway,  or  when  such  highway  shall  be  constructed  or  repaired 
over  such  drain  or  culvert.  This  section  shall  not  be  construed  in  any 
manner  to  interfere  with  the  work  of  the  State  Department  of  High- 
ways, in  the  reconstruction  or  improvement  of  any  State  highway  or 
State-aid  highway,  or  when  a township  improves  a township  road,  under 
the  direction,  plans,  and  specifications  of  the  State  Department  of 
Highways. 

(o)  Cutting  Trees  or  Shrubbery  Within  Limits  of  HigJnvay 

Section  1175.  Saving  Trees  and  Shrubbery.  Where  any  high- 
way, in  any  township,  passes  through  or  along  forested  lands,  wild  lands, 
or  uncultivated  lands,  no  trees  growing  within  the  limits  of  such  high- 
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way  at  a distance  beyond  fifteen  feet  on  either  side  of  the  centre  line 
thereof,  and  which  measure  four  inches  or  over  in  diameter  at  a point 
two  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  ground,  shall  be  cut  down  or  destroyed 
by  the  supervisors  or  roadmasters  employed  by  them  or  any  other  person, 
without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  abutting  owners. 

Whenever  any  highway,  running  through  improved  or  cultivated 
lands,  has  been  opened,  and  there  are  growing,  along  the  roadsides  and 
within  the  road  limits,  shrubs  or  trees  not  interfering  with  public  travel, 
no  supervisors  or  roadmasters,  or  other  persons  in  their  employ,  shall 
remove,  cut,  injure,  or  destroy,  or  in  any  other  manner  interfere  with, 
such  shrubs  or  trees.  If  such  removal  or  cutting  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  tbe  purpose  of  maintaining  the  highway  at  its  highest  efficiency  the 
supervisors  or  roadmasters,  or  other  persons  in  their  employ,  may  so 
cut  or  remove  such  shrubs  or  trees,  after  notifying  the  abutting  property 
owners  and  entering  into  an  agreement  with  them  relating  to  the  re- 
moval, cutting,  or  interference  with  said  shrubs  or  trees. 

Section  1176.  Court  Orders  for  Removals.  In  either  of  the 
cases  set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  if  the  consent  or  agreement  of 
the  abutting  property  owners  cannot  be  obtained,  tbe  board  of  super- 
visors may  appeal  to  a judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  The  judge 
shall  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  after  hearing  all  parties  in 
interest  shall  make  such  order  as  seems  just,  having  due  regard  for 
the  demand  for  road  improvement  as  well  as  for  the  preservation  of 
the  trees  or  shrubs.  From  such  order  there  shall  be  no  appeal. 

Section  1177.  Logs  and  Cordwood  Property  of  Owner.  All 
logs,  cordwood,  branch  wood,  or  other  forms  of  wood  which  shall  be 
derived  from  the  destruction  or  removal  of  any  trees  growing  along  the 
highways,  shall  be  surrendered  to  and  remain  the  property  of  the  abutting 
owners. 

Section  1178.  Brush  and  Refuse.  The  supervisors  may  clear 
out  brush  and  other  refuse  from  along  the  sides  of  the  road  to  the 
legal  width  thereof.  All  such  clearing  and  removal  of  brush  and  refuse 
shall  be  confined  to  growth  that  is  within  the  limits  hereinabove  de- 
scribed, and  to  the  removal  of  branches  that  in  any  way  interfere  with 
public  travel.  No  other  injury,  by  fire,  cutting,  abrasion,  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  done  to  the  standing  timber. 

Section  1179.  Penalty.  If  any  supervisor,  roadmaster,  or  person 
in  their  employ,  or  any  other  person,  shall  cut  down,  kill,  or  injure  any 
living  tree,  growing  as  aforesaid,  and  of  a size  four  inches  in  diameter 
or  greater  at  a point  two  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  ground,  or  shall 
violate  any  other  provision  of  the  preceding  sections  of  this  subdivision, 
he  shall  in  a summary  proceeding  be  subject  to  a penalty  of  not  more 
than  five  dollars  for  every  tree  so  cut,  injured,  or  destroyed,  with  costs 
of  suit.  Such  fines  shall  be  paid  to  the  township  treasurer.  If  any 
defendant,  upon  conviction  for  any  offense,  fails  or  refuses  to  pay  the 
fine  and  costs  imposed,  or  does  not  give  bond  with  approved  surety  to 
pay  the  same  within  ten  days,  he  shall  be  committed  to  the  county  jail 
for  not  more  than  thirty  days  or  until  he  has  paid  the  fine  and  costs 
in  full. 

Section  1180.  Removal  of  Obstruction.  Nothing  in  this  sub- 
division of  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  supervisors, 
or  roadmasters,  or  other  persons  in  their  employ,  from  removing  such 
roadside  trees  which  may  be  thrown  down  by  tbe  wind  or  lodged  in 
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such  position  as  to  be  a menace  to  public  travel,  or  which  by  reason  of 
any  other  cause  may  become  a source  of  danger  to  the  public.  Every 
such  act  of  removal  shall  be  made  with  due  regard  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  so  as  to  preserve  the  true  intent  and  purpose  of  this  sub- 
division. 

(p)  Obstructions  and  Nuisances 

Section  1185.  If  any  person  shall  stop  or  obstruct  any  public  road 
or  highway  in  any  township,  or  shall  commit  any  nuisance  thereon  by 
felling  trees,  making  fences,  turning  the  road,  or  in  any  other  way, 
and  shall  not,  on  notice  given  by  the  township  supervisors,  forthwith 
remove  the  obstruction  or  nuisance  and  repair  the  damages  done  to  such 
road,  such  person,  upon  conviction  in  a summary  proceeding,  shall, 
for  every  such  offense,  pay  a penalty  of  not  more  than  twenty-five  dollars. 
Nothing  in  this  section  shall  debar  an  indictment  for  any  such  nuisance, 
as  in  case  of  misdemeanor  at  common  law. 

(q)  Opening,  Making,  Amending,  and  Repairing  Highways  and  Bridges 

by  Contracts  With  Taxpayers 

Section  1190.  Taxpayers’  Rights.  Any  one  or  more  taxpayers 
of  any  township  may  acquire  the  right  to  furnish  all  the  materials  and 
labor  necessary  for  opening,  making,  amending,  and  repairing  the  pub- 
lic highways  and  bridges  of  such  township,  in  manner  and  under  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  this  subdivision  of  this  act. 

Section  1191.  Petition  to  Court.  To  acquire  such  right  such  tax- 
payers shall,  before  the  beginning  of  the  township  fiscal  year,  present 
to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  a petition  setting  forth  that  he,  she,  or 
it  or  they,  are  the  owners  of  property  assessed  and  taxed  for  road 
purposes  in  such  township,  the  approximate  number  of  miles  of  public 
road  in  such  township,  and  the  ability  of  the  petitioner  or  petitioners 
to  lay  out,  open,  make,  amend,  and  repair  the  public  highways  and 
bridges  of  such  township,  wholly  at  his,  her,  its,  or  their  own  expense, 
for  the  ensuing  township  fiscal  year,  and  to  pay  the  other  expenses  of 
such  township  as  hereinafter  provided,  without  any  right  against  or 
claim  upon  such  township  for  or  by  reason  of  the  materials,  labor,  or 
money  so  furnished. 

Section  1192.  Bond  of  Petitioners.  The  petitioners  shall,  with 
the  petition,  present  a bond  to  the  township,  in  a sum  equal  to  five  hun- 
dred dollars  for  each  mile  of  public  road  in  the  township,  with  one 
or  more  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  court,  conditioned 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  said  petitioner  or  petitioners  of  his, 
her,  its,  or  their  duty,  and  to  save  the  township  harmless  from  any 
loss  or  claim  by  reason  of  failure  so  to  perform  said  duty. 

Section  1193.  Notice  to  Supervisors  and  Auditors.  Notice  of 
the  intention  of  presenting  the  petition  and  bond,  and  of  the  time  when 
said  petition  and  bond  will  be  presented  to  the  court,  shall  be  given  to 
the  supervisors  and  auditors  of  the  township,  at  least  ten  days  before 
the  same  are  presented. 

Section  1194.  Contracts.  Stipulations.  When  the  petition,  bond, 
and  proof  of  the  notice  required  in  the  preceding  section,  are  presented 
to  the  court,  the  same  shall  be  ordered  filed ; and  the  court,  being  satis- 
fied of  the  good  faith  of  the  petitioners  and  the  sufficiency  of  the  petition, 
bond,  and  notice,  shall  order  and  direct  the  supervisors,  on  behalf  of 
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the  township,  to  enter  into  a contract  with  the  petitioner  or  petitioners. 
In  such  contract  the  petitioner  or  petitioners  shall  bind  him,  her,  or 
itself  or  themselves. 

First.  To  open,  make,  amend,  and  repair  the  public  highways  and 
bridges  of  the  township  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  in  a lawful  and 
workmanlike  manner,  wholly  at  the  expense  of  the  petitioner  or  pe- 
titioners, and  without  creating  thereby  any  claim  upon  or  right  against 
the  township  for  or  by  reason  of  the  materials,  labor,  or  money  for 
persons  employed. 

Second.  To  indemnify  and  save  harmless  the  township  from  all 
claim,  damage,  cost,  or  expense  of  whatever  kind,  for  or  by  reason 
of  any  act  or  omission  of  said  petitioner  or  petitioners  whereby  any 
claim,  suit,  or  other  demand  may  be  set  up  or  recovered  against  the 
township. 

Third.  To  pay,  within  sixty  days  from  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year,  to  the  following  officers  of  such  township,  the  following  sums, 
to  be  received  by  said  officers  in  full  for  all  demands  against  such 
township  for  their  respective  services  as  such  officers  of  the  township 
for  the  fiscal  years  for  which  the  said  contract  is  made,  which  shall  be 
in  lieu  of  the  compensation  otherwise  in  this  act  provided  for  such 
officers ; namely, — to  each  township  secretary,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars ; 
to  each  of  the  auditors  of  such  township,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars ; 
to  an  attorney,  to  be  elected  by  such  supervisors  as  counsel  for  the 
township,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars ; to  each  supervisor,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Section  1195.  No  Road  Tax  to  be  Levied.  In  consideration  of 
the  obligations  set  out  in  the  preceding  section  to  be  assumed  and  per- 
formed by  the  petitioner  or  petitioners,  the  supervisors,  on  behalf  of 
such  township,  shall  stipulate  that  the  township  will  not  assess,  levy,  or 
collect  any  tax  for  road  purposes  during  the  fiscal  year  for  which  such 
contract  is  made. 

Section  1196.  Inspections  by  Supervisors.  The  supervisors  shall 
view  and  inspect  the  making  and  repairing  of  the  roads  in  such  town- 
ships, at  least  once  during  every  month,  and  satisfy  themselves,  that 
the  petitioners  have  fully  complied  with  their  contract,  before  final  settle- 
ment and  expiration  of  contract.  If,  at  any  time,  the  supervisors  shall 
see  that  any  portion  of  the  roads  need  repair,  they  shall  notify  the 
petitioners  to  repair  the  same.  In  case  said  petitioners  fail  to  repair 
said  road  within  five  days  after  notice,  the  supervisors  are  empowered 
to  purchase  such  materials  and  employ  such  men  as  may  be  necessary 
to  repair  such  road,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  petitioners. 

ARTICLE  XII 

Boundary  Roads  and  Highways 

(a)  Opening,  Repairing,  and  Improving  on  Division  Line  of  Townships 

Section  1201.  Roads  Between  Two  Townships.  Roads  or  high- 
ways laid  out  on  a line  which  divides  two  townships  shall  be  opened, 
made,  kept  clear  and  in  repair,  at  the  joint  and  equal  charge  of  such 
townships.  Any  township  necessarily  incurring  more  than  its  due  pro- 
portion of  such  charge  may  recover  the  excess  so  incurred  from  the 
other  township. 

When  any  public  road  is  laid  on  the  line  of  two  townships,  if  the 
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commissioners  or  supervisors  of  an  adjoining  township  neglect  or  refuse 
to  join  with  the  suoervisors  of  the  township  in  opening  or  repairing 
such  road,  the  supervisors  of  the  township  shall  open,  amend,  and  repair 
the  road,  and  are  authorized  to  collect  a just  proportion  of  the  cost  of 
the  opening  and  repairing  of  such  road  from  the  township  so  neglecting 
or  refusing  to  join  in  such  opening  or  repairing.  The  commissioners 
or  supervisors  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  of 
not  less  than  four  dollars  and  not  exceeding  fifty,  to  be  recovered  in 
a summary  proceeding.  All  such  penalties  when  recovered  shall  be  paid 
into  the  township  road  fund. 

(h)  Maintenance  of  Roads  Between  Townships  and  Cities  or  Boroughs 

Section  1205.  Whenever  any  road  or  street  is  on  the  boundary 
line  between  any  township  and  a city  or  borough,  such  road  or  street 
shall  be  maintained  jointly  by  the  township  and  the  city  or  borough. 
For  the  purpose  of  maintaining  any  such  road  or  street,  the  authorities 
of  any  such  township  are  hereby  directed  to  enter  into  agreements  with 
such  city  or  borough  providing  the  manner  in  which  the  same  shall  be 
maintained,  and  providing  for  the  division  of  the  cost  of  maintenance 
between  the  city  or  borough  and  township.  If  any  such  city  or  borough 
and  township  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  enter  into  any  such  contract,  or  if 
the  city  or  borough  and  township  cannot  agree,  any  taxpayer  or  the 
corporate  authorities  of  the  township  may  present  a petition  to  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county,  setting  forth  the  facts,  and  the  court, 
after  hearing,  of  which  such  notice  shall  be  given  to  all  parties  interested 
as  the  court  may  direct,  shall  make  an  order  directing  the  manner  of 
such  maintenance  and  the  division  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  between 
the  city  or  borough  and  the  township.  The  action  of  the  court  shall 
be  final. 

(c)  Highway,  the  Centre  Line  of  Which  Is  the  Dividing  Line  Between 
Townships  and  Boroughs  or  Cities  in  the  Same  County 

Section  1210.  Whenever  the  centre  line  of  any  highway  con- 
stitutes the  dividing  line  between  a township  and  any  city  or  borough 
located  in  the  same  county,  the  supervisors  of  the  township  may,  jointly 
with  the  county,  enter  into  a contract  with  the  city  or  borough  providing 
for  the  grading,  curbing,  and  macadamizing  or  paving  of  such  highway. 

Such  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  constructed,  and  subsequent 
repairs  shall  be  made,  under  the  supervision  of  the  proper  authorities 
of  the  city  or  borough,  in  compliance  with  the  laws  governing  the  con- 
struction of  such  alterations  or  improvements  in  such  city  or  borough, 
and  with  plans  and  specifications  to  be  agreed  upon,  in  writing,  between 
the  supervisors  of  the  township  and  the  city  or  borough  and  the  com- 
missioners of  the  county. 

The  cost  of  any  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  borne  one- 
half  by  the  city  or  borough  and  one-half  by  the  county  and  township 
in  equal  portions. 

The  cost  of  repairs  shall  be  borne  one-half  by  the  city  or  borough 
and  one-half  by  the  township,  or  by  the  county  and  township  in  equal 
portions,  or  such  other  proportions  as  are  agreed  upon  in  the  joint 
contract  of  the  township  with  the  county. 
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(d)  Highway,  the  Centre  of  Which  Is  the  Dividing  Dine  Between 
Townships  and  Cities  in  an  Adjacent  County 

Section  1215.  Whenever  the  centre  line  of  any  highway  constitutes 
a dividing  line  between  a township  and  a city  located  in  an  adjacent 
county,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  supervisors  to  enter  into 
a contract  with  the  county  in  which  it  is  located  and  the  city  providing 
for  the  grading,  curbing,  macadamizing  or  paving  of  the  roadway  of 
said  highway,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  borne  one-half  by  the  city,  and 
one-half  by  the  township  and  the  county  in  which  such  township  shall 
be  situated  in  equal  portions. 

The  said  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  constructed,  and  sub- 
sequent repairs  shall  be  made,  under  the  supervision  of  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  said  city,  in  compliance  with  existing  laws  governing 
such  construction  or  improvement  in  such  city,  and  in  further  com- 
pliance with  plans  and  specifications  to  be  agreed  upon  in  writing  be- 
tween such  city  and  the  commissioners  of  the  county  and  the  township 
supervisors  of  the  said  township.  The  cost  of  repairs  shall  be  borne 
one-half  by  the  city,  and  one-half  by  the  township  or  by  the  county 
and  township  in  equal  portions  of  such  other  proportions  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  county  and  township. 

In  all  cases  in  which  it  shall  be  found  impossible  to  enter  into  such 
contract  or  agreement  as  is  provided  for  in  this  section,  or  where  either 
the  city  or  the  township  or  the  county  in  which  such  township  is 
situated  shall  refuse  to  enter  into  such  contract  or  agreement,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  township  to  present  its  petition  to  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  either  county,  setting  forth  the  facts  and  circumstances, 
including  the  condition  of  the  highway  from  which  the  necessity  or  de- 
sirability for  the  grading,  curbing,  macadamizing,  or  paving  of  the 
roadway  appears,  and  the  estimated  cost  thereof,  and  that  the  terms 
of  the  said  contract  as  provided  for  in  this  section  cannot  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  said  city  and  the  county  or  township,  or  either  or  any  of 
them,  or  that  either  such  city  or  the  county  or  township,  or  any  or 
either  of  them,  refuses  to  enter  into  such  contract.  Such  petition  may 
pray  that  such  court  may,  after  hearing  all  the  parties  concerned,  make 
its  order  or  decree,  defining  the  nature  and  character  of  the  improve- 
ment reasonably  necessary  or  desirable  to  be  made  to  the  roadway, 
and  requiring  the  parties  hereinabove  specified  to  enter  into  a contract 
or  contracts  for  the  making  and  constructing  of  the  same  as  herein 
provided  for.  A copy  of  the  said  petition,  duly  certified,  shall  be  served 
upon  the  city  or  the  county  and  township  concerned,  other  than  the 
petitioner,  with  notice  of  such  day  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  court  for 
the  hearing.  Thereupon  either  or  both  of  the  parties  served  with  such 
notice  shall  be  entitled,  on  or  before  such  date,  to  file  in  the  said  court 
its  answer  to  the  said  petition,  setting  forth  its  version  of  the  facts  or 
such  other  matters  in  relation  thereto  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  or 
proper  by  it.  The  said  court,  upon  the  date  so  fixed  or  at  such  other 
time  as  it  may  appoint,  shall  hear  the  evidence  of  the  parties,  or  it 
may  refer  the  matter  to  a master,  who  shall  hear  the  testimony  of  the 
parties  and  report  his  findings,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same 
procedure  as  provided  by  the  rules  in  equity  in  similar  cases,  to  the 
said  court,  which  may  reject,  confirm,  or  modify  the  same,  and  may 
make  its  decree  or  order  directing  the  making  of  such  alterations  or 
improvements  to  the  roadway  as  may  be  deemed  reasonably  necessary 
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or  desirable  and  providing  for  the  sharing  of  the  cost  of  such  improve- 
ments, one-half  by  the  city,  and  one-half  by  the  county  and  township 
in  equal  portions.  The  said  order  or  decree  may  further  provide  that 
the  repairs  to  such  alterations  and  improvements  subsequently  required 
shall  be  borne  one-half  by  the  city,  and  one-half  by  the  county  or 
township  in  equal  portions  or  such  other  proportions  as  between  the 
county  and  the  township  as  such  court  may  find  to  be  legal  and  proper ; 
and  thereupon  the  said  grading,  curbing,  macadamizing  or  paving  of 
the  roadway  of  such  highway  shall  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  decree 
or  order  of  the  said  court  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  contract  or 
agreement  in  this  section  had  been  entered  into  and  duly  executed. 

(e)  Improvement  of  Streets  Where  More  than  One-half  of  Width  Is 
in  Township.  Assessment  of  Property  Outside  Limits 

Section  1220.  Whenever  any  street,  alley,  or  highway  more  than 
one-half  the  width  of  which  is  within  the  limits  of  any  township  shall 
divide  the  said  township  from  any  other  municipality  or  township  located 
within  the  same  county,  such  street,  alley,  or  highway  may  be  improved 
by  the  township  within  which  the  greater  width  is  located  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  said  street,  alley,  or  highway  were  entirely  located 
within  the  limits  of  said  township. 

The  property  abutting  on  the  side  of  said  street,  alley,  or  highway 
which  is  located  outside  the  limits  of  the  township  making  such  im- 
provements shall,  for  a depth  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  plus  one- 
half  the  width  of  said  street,  alley,  or  highway  from  its  centre  line, 
be  assessed  for  any  and  all  municipal  improvements  to  or  on  the  said 
street,  alley,  or  highway  in  the  same  manner  as  such  property  would 
be  assessed  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  if  it  were  entirely 
located  within  the  limits  of  such  city,  borough  or  township. 

(f)  Assessment  of  Property  Outside  Limits  for  Street  Improvement 
Where  Street  Entirely  Within  Township 

Section  1225.  Whenever  any  street  or  alley,  entirely  within  the 
limits  of  any  township,  shall  divide  such  township  from  any  other 
municipality  or  township  located  in  the  same  county,  the  property  on 
the  side  of  the  street  or  alley,  opposite  the  line  of  such  township,  shall, 
for  a depth  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  be  assessed  for  municipal 
improvements  on  such  streets  or  alleys  on  which  property  shall  abut. 
Such  assessment  shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same 
proceeding  as  is  used  for  the  assessment  of  property  within  such  town- 
ship for  such  improvement. 


ARTICLE  XIII 
Bridges  and  Viaducts 

(a)  Over  Creeks,  Rividets,  Gullies,  Canals  and  Railroads 

Section  1301.  Power  to  Make  and  Maintain  Bridges.  The 

supervisors  of  townships,  in  making  and  repairing  the  roads,  shall  make 
and  maintain  within  their  township  sufficient  bridges  over  all  small 
creeks,  rivulets,  deep  gullies,  canals,  and  railroads,  where  the  same  is 
necessary  for  the  ease  and  safety  of  travelers. 
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Such  bridges  over  canals  or  railroads  shall  not  obstruct  the  railroad 
or  canal  over  which  it  is  built.  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  release 
railroad  or  other  companies  or  the  Commonwealth  from  the  require- 
ments of  existing  laws. 

Section  1302.  Damages.  In  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  such  bridges,  all  damages  shall  be  awarded  and  benefits  assessed  as 
part  of  the  proceeding  to  lay  out,  open,  make,  or  repair  the  road  of 
which  the  bridge  is  a part. 

(b)  Over  Streams,  Railroads,  and  Canals  on  Tomnship  Boundaries 

Section  1305.  Bridges  on  Division  Line  o£  Townships.  Where 
a small  creek  or  a railroad  or  canal,  over  which  a bridge  is  necessary, 
is  on  the  boundary  line  of  two  townships,  the  bridge  shall  be  built  and 
maintained  at  the  joint  and  equal  expense  of  the  townships,  by  their 
respective  commissioners  or  supervisors,  in  the  manner  directed  by  this 
act  in  the  case  of  public  roads  which  may  be  the  division  line  of  townships. 

Section  1306.  Bridges  Between  Townships  and  Municipalities. 
Whenever  a creek,  railroad,  or  canal,  over  which  a bridge  is  necessary, 
is  on  the  division  line  of  a township  and  a municipality,  the  township 
shall  unite  with  such  municipality  in  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  such  bridge  and  pay  an  equal  share  of  the  expenses  incident  thereto. 

Section  1307.  Where  Bridge  Over  Railroad  or  Canal.  If  a 
bridge  is  built  over  a railroad  or  canal,  such  bridge  shall  not  obstruct 
the  railroad  or  canal  over  which  it  is  built.  Nothing  in  said  sections 
shall  release  railroad  or  other  companies  or  the  Commonwealth  from 
the  requirements  of  existing  laws. 

(c)  Maintenance,  Repair,  and  Rebuilding  of  Bridges  Built  by  County 

Section  1310.  Whenever  a bridge  or  part  thereof  has  been  built 
by  the  county,  or  the  whole  or  part  of  the  money  necessary  to  build 
it  has  been  furnished  by  the  county,  and  the  bridge  has  not  been  entered 
on  record  as  a county  bridge,  such  bridge  shall  be  maintained,  kept  in 
repair,  and  rebuilt,  when  necessary,  by  the  township  or  townships  in 
which,  or  on  the  boundary  line  of  which,  it  is  located,  without  rendering 
the  county  liable  for  the  same. 

(d)  Effect  of  Approval  of  Department  of  Highways 

Section  1315.  Whenever  authority  has  been  given  by  the  State 
Department  of  Highways  to  township  supervisors,  under  existing  laws, 
or  laws  that  may  hereafter  be  enacted,  for  the  construction,  repair, 
alteration,  or  maintenance  of  any  township  bridge,  it  shall  not  be  neces- 
sary for  such  township  supervisors  to  procure  permits  from  any  other 
department  consenting  to  the  construction,  repair,  alteration  or  main- 
tenance of  such  bridge.  This  section  shall  not  repeal  or  modify  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirteen  (Pamphlet  Laws,  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  seventy-four),  known  as  The  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

ARTICLE  XIV 
Sidewalks 

Section  1401.  Power  o£  Supervisors  to  Establish  Width  and 
Location  o£  Sidewalks.  Consents  in  Certain  Cases.  The  supervisors 
of  any  township,  upon  the  request  of  any  landowner  whose  land  fronts 
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upon  a public  highway  within  such  township,  may  establish  the  width, 
grade  and  location  for  a sidewalk  along  one  or  both  sides  of  said  high- 
way along  the  lands  of  such  owner.  The  width  of  the  walk  on  each 
side  of  said  highway  shall  not  be  less  than  six  feet  for  roads  fifty 
feet  in  width  or  less,  and  for  roads  over  fifty  feet  in  width  shall  be 
ten  feet  in  width.  When  said  sidewalks  are  so  established,  such  land- 
owner  shall  pay  for  and  keep  the  same  in  repair. 

In  case  the  street  or  highway  is  a State  highway  or  a county  road, 
the  written  consent  of  the  Department  of  Highways  or  the  county 
commissioners,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  first  be  obtained. 

Section  1402.  Construction  of  Sidewalks  Upon  Petition  of 
Property  Owners.  The  township  supervisors  may  construct  sidewalks 
of  board,  plank,  or  cement,  or  other  suitable  material,  along  the  high- 
ways, through  towns  and  villages  in  such  townships,  upon  the  petition 
of  owners  of  property  representing  a majority  in  number  of  feet  front 
of  the  properties  abutting  on  the  highways  where  such  sidewalks  are 
to  be  constructed.  Whenever  any  such  petition  is  filed  with  the  super- 
visors, the  owner  of  the  property  shall  be  given  notice  by  the  supervisors 
to  construct  such  sidewalk;  and  in  case  of  the  failure  of  the  owner  to 
complete  such  sidewalk  within  a period  of  thirty  days  after  the  receipt 
of  such  notice,  the  supervisors  may  construct  such  sidewalk  as  herein 
provided.  Whenever  any  sidewalks  are  constructed  by  the  supervisors 
the  expense  of  the  construction  of  such  sidewalk  shall  be  paid  by  the 
abutting  property  owners  in  proportion  to  their  frontage.  If  such  owners 
fail  to  so  pay  the  expenses  of  the  construction  of  such  sidewalk,  the 
township  supervisors  may  recover  the  amount  by  action  of  assumpsit, 
or  may  file  municipal  liens  therefor  against  the  abutting  properties,  in 
the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  filing  and  collection  of  municipal 
liens. 

Section  1403.  Power  to  Establish  Grades  and  Width  of  Side- 
walks. Supervisors  of  townships  may  regulate,  by  resolution,  the  grade 
and  width  of  sidewalks  constructed  along  the  highways  in  such  town- 
ships, and  shall  have  general  supervision  over  the  same  and  may  establish 
a grade  or  grades  for  footways  or  sidewalks,  which  grade  or  grades  may 
be  separate  and  apart  from  the  grade  or  grades  established  for  the 
cartway  or  roadway. 


ARTICLE  XV 
Sewers  and  Drains 

(a)  Establishing  and  Constructing  Sezver  and  Drainage  Systems; 

Sezver  Connections  and  Rates;  Disposal  of  Sezvage; 

Assessment  of  Cost  of  Construction 

Section  1501.  Power  to  Establish  and  Construct  Sewers  and 
Drains.  Sewer  Rentals.  Townships  may  establish  and  construct  a 
system  of  sewers  and  drainage,  locating  the  same  as  far  as  practicable 
along  and  within  the  lines  of  the  public  roads  of  the  township  as  seems 
advisable  to  the  board  of  supervisors.  The  supervisors  may  permit  and, 
where  necessary  for  the  public  health,  require  adjoining  and  adjacent 
property  owners  to  connect  with  and  use  the  same.  All  persons  so 
connecting  shall  pay  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  making  such  connection 
a monthly  or  annual  rate  prescribed  by  a resolution  of  the  board  of 
supervisors.  Such  monthly  or  annual  rate  shall  constitute  a lien,  until 
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paid,  against  the  property  so  connecting  with  such  system  and  the  amount 
thereof  may  be  recovered  by  due  process  of  law. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  modify  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

Section  1502.  Notice  of  Contemplated  Construction.  Protests 
by  Property  Owners.  No  sewer,  system  of  sewers  or  drains  shall  be 
constructed  under  the  provisions  of  this  subdivision,  unless  a resolution 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  authorizing  the  same  shall  be  published  in 
a newspaper  of  general  circulation  published  in  the  county  in  which  the 
township  is  situated,  once  a week  for  three  successive  weeks.  If,  within 
twenty  days  after  the  last  publication  or  at  any  time  during  the  period 
of  publication,  taxpayers  of  the  township  whose  property  valuation  as 
assessed  for  taxable  purposes  within  the  township,  shall  amount  to  fifty 
per  centum  of  the  total  property  valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable  pur- 
poses within  the  township,  shall  sign  and  file  in  the  office  of  the 
prothonotary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which  the 
township  is  located  a written  protest  against  the  construction  of  such 
sewer,  sewer  system,  or  drain,  then  the  construction  authorized  by  such 
resolution  shall  not  be  undertaken  or  proceeded  with. 

Section  1503.  Location  of  Sewers  on  Private  Property.  Where 
it  is  reasonably  impracticable  in  the  judgment  of  the  supervisors  in  any 
part  of  such  system  to  carry  such  sewers  or  drains  along  the  lines  of 
public  roads,  they  may  locate  and  construct  so  much  of  the  same  as  is 
necessary  through  private  lands. 

Section  1504.  Treatment  Works  and  Facilities  Therefor 
Eminent  Domain.  The  supervisors  shall  make  the  necessary  provision 
for  the  disposition  of  the  sewage  and  drainage  within,  or  for  carrying 
the  same  beyond,  the  limits  of  the  township,  and  to  this  end  they  art 
hereby  authorized  to  enter  into  contracts  with  other  municipalities  anc 
other  corporations  or  persons  to  purchase,  acquire,  enter  upon,  take,  ap- 
propriate, occupy  and  use  such  lands,  rights,  and  interests  therein  withir 
the  corporate  limits  of  other  townships  or  boroughs  as  shall  be  necessarj 
for  the  proper  location,  construction,  maintenance,  use,  and  operation  ol 
sewer  mains,  drains,  or  treatment  works,  including  such  lands,  rights 
and  interests  therein  as  shall  be  necessary  for  future  additions  to  anc 
enlargements  of  such  sewerage  facilities,  and  as  may  be  necessary  tc 
carry  out  the  plans  and  specifications  upon  which  a permit  has  been  issuec 
by  the  Secretary  of  Health  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ac 
of  April  twenty-second,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  five,  entitled  “Ar 
act  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  waters  of  the  State  for  the  protectior 
of  public  health”  and  of  “The  Administrative  Code.” 

Section  1505.  Entry  on  Lands  to  Mark  Sewer  Routes.  Dam 
ages.  In  the  event  of  inability  to  agree  with  the  owners,  either  for  tb 
land  necessary  for  so  much  of  the  line  of  sewers  and  drains  as  are  no 
located  upon  public  roads,  or  for  so  much  land  as  is  required  for  th( 
disposition  of  the  sewage,  the  supervisors  may  enter  upon  said  lane 
and  mark  .thereon  the  route  and  width  necessary  for  the  construction  o 
the  line  of  sewers  or  drains  or  the  boundaries  of  so  much  land  as  i; 
necessary  for  disposition  of  such  sewage,  and  occupy  the  said  land  fo: 
such  purposes.  For  all  damage  done  or  suffered  or  which  accrues  to  thi 
owner  or  owners  of  such  land  by  reason  of  the  taking  of  the  same  thi 
funds  of  the  township  raised  by  taxation  shall  be  pledged  and  deemed  a 
security.  Such  damages  shall  be  determined  by  viewers  in  the  manne: 
provided  in  this  act  for  eminent  domain  proceedings. 
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Section  1506.  Enforcement  of  Judgment  for  Damages.  The 
damages  as  awarded  when  the  report  is  finally  confirmed  shall  be  entered 
as  a judgment,  and  if  the  same  is  not  paid  within  thirty  days  after  the 
entry  thereof,  execution  to  enforce  the  collection  thereof  may  be  issued 
as  in  other  cases  of  judgment  against  townships. 

Section  1507.  Cost  of  Construction.  How  Paid.  The  cost  of 
construction  of  any  such  system  of  sewers  or  drains  constructed  by  the 
authority  of  this  subdivision  of  this  act  shall  be  charged  upon  the  proper- 
ties accommodated  or  benefited  thereb}"  to  the  extent  of  such  benefits  in 
the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

Section  1508.  Sewer  Districts.  Township  to  Pay  Non-Assess- 
able  Portion  of  Cost.  Whenever  a sewer  system  is  constructed  by  a 
township  for  the  accommodation  of  a certain  portion  only  of  the  town- 
ship, the  supervisors  of  such  township  may  constitute  the  territory  ac- 
commodated into  a sewer  district  or  divide  it  into  several  sewer  districts. 
In  every  such  case  of  division  into  several  districts,  the  supervisors  shall 
make  an  estimate  of  the  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  sewer  system  which 
should  equitably  be  charged  on  each  of  said  districts,  and  declare  and 
establish  such  apportionment  by  resolution.  No  district  shall  be  charged 
with  more  than  its  due  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  main  sewers,  pump- 
ing stations,  et  cetera,  used  jointly  by  more  than  one  district ; the  aggre- 
gate amount  charged  on  property  in  any  such  district  shall  not  exceed  the 
amount  of  such  estimate.  Where  the  whole  of  the  township  is  accom- 
modated by  the  system  it  may  also  be  treated  as  a single  district,  or 
divided  into  districts  and  be  subject  to  the  foregoing  provisions. 

Any  amount  not  legally  chargeable  upon  properties  benefited  shall 
be  paid  out  of  the  general  township  fund. 

Section  1509.  Manner  of  Assessment.  The  charge  for  any  such 
sewer  construction  in  any  township  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  properties 
accommodated  or  benefited,  in  either  of  the  following  methods : 

(a)  By  an  assessment,  pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  board  of 
supervisors,  of  each  lot  or  piece  of  land  in  proportion  to  its  frontage 
abutting  on  the  sewer,  allowing  such  reduction  in  the  case  of  properties 
abutting  on  more  than  one  sewer  as  the  resolution  may  specify.  No 
assessment  by  frontage  shall  be  made  on  properties  of  such  a character 
as  not  to  be  lawfully  subject  to  such  manner  of  assessment,  and  each 
abutting  property  shall  be  assessed  with  not  less  than  the  whole  amount 
of  the  benefit  accruing  to  it  and  legally  assessable ; or 

(b)  By  an  assessment  upon  the  several  properties  abutting  on  the 
sewer  in  proportion  to  benefits.  The  amount  of  the  charge  on  each 
property  shall  be  ascertained  as  hereinafter  provided. 

When  a township  is  divided  into  sewer  districts,  the  assessment  in 
each  district  may  be  by  different  methods. 

Section  1510.  Procedure  for  Assessment  of  Benefits.  In  all 
cases  where  the  board  of  supervisors  shall  select  the  method  provided 
by  subdivision  (b)  of  the  foregoing  section,  they  shall  petition  the  court 
of  common  pleas  for  appointment  of  viewers  to  assess  benefits.  In  all 
cases  where  they  shall  neglect,  for  a period  of  three  months  after  the 
completion  of  the  sewer  system,  to  either  ordain  assessments  by  frontage 
or  present  petition  for  appointment  of  viewers,  taxpayers  of  the  town- 
ship whose  property  valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable  purposes  wfithin 
the  township  shall  amount  to  fifty  per  centum  of  the  total  property  valua- 
tion as  assessed  for  taxable  purposes  within  the  township,  may  present 
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a petition  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  proper  county  for  the 
appointment  of  viewers  to  assess  benefits ; and  in  all  cases  where  such 
taxpayers  shall,  within  three  months  of  the  adoption  of  a resolution 
levying  an  assessment  under  the  method  provided  by  subsection  (a)  of 
said  foregoing  section,  by  petition  state  to  said  court  that  such  assessment 
insufficiently  represents  the  benefits  accruing  to  abutting  properties,  they 
may  include  in  such  petition  a prayer  for  the  appointment  of  viewers 
to  assess  benefits.  In  either  case  the  court  shall  thereupon  appoint  three 
disinterested  persons  from  the  hoard  of  county  viewers,  neither  of  whom 
shall  be  a resident  of  that  portion  of  the  township  which  is  accommodated 
by  the  sewer  in  question,  and  the  viewers  so  appointed  shall  proceed  as 
provided  in  this  act  for  proceedings  for  the  assessment  of  damages  and 
benefits  by  viewers.  The  aggregate  of  the  assessments  in  any  sewer 
district  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  charged  to  such  district  for  its  share 
of  the  cost  of  the  sewer  construction  unless  the  same  shall,  by  petition  of 
taxpayers,  whose  property  valuation  as  aforesaid  shall  amount  to  fifty 
per  centum  of  the  total  property  valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable  pur- 
poses within  the  township,  presented  within  three  months  after  the 
adoption  of  a resolution  providing  for  an  assessment  by  frontage,  be 
stated  to  insufficiently  represent  the  amount  of  benefits  to  such  proper- 
ties, in  which  case  the  proceedings  by  taxpayers  authorized  above  shall 
be  applicable.  Upon  the  filing  of  such  a petition  by  taxpayers  as  afore- 
said for  appointment  of  viewers,  any  assessment  made  by  the  supervisors 
and  any  proceedings  thereunder  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Section  1511.  Liens  for  Assessments.  Costs  of  Proceedings. 
After  the  amount  of  the  assessment  charged  upon  the  several  properties 
has  been  established,  either  by  resolution  making  assessments  according 
to  frontage,  or  by  confirmation  of  any  report  of  viewers,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  township  supervisors  to  file  municipal 
liens  for  the  assessments  covered  by  such  resolution  or  confirmation 
within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  provided  by  law ; the  same  to  be 
subject  in  all  respects  to  the  general  law  providing  for  the  filing  and 
recovery  of  municipal  liens.  The  amounts  of  all  assessments  shall  be 
payable  to  the  township  treasurer  for  the  use  of  the  township.  The 
supervisors  shall  also  make  out  bills  for  the  amounts  charged  against  each 
property,  which  shall  be  forthwith  sent  to  all  property  owners  residing 
in  the  township,  and  mailed  to  all  such  owners  residing  elsewhere  whose 
address  is  known. 

The  costs  of  publication  of  notices  in  proceedings  before  viewers 
shall  be  paid  by  the  township  upon  presentation  of  bills  approved  by 
the  court. 

(b)  Contracts  zznth  Individuals  or  Corporations  for  Canstruction  and 
Maintenance  of  Sewer  and  Drainage  Systems 

Section  1515.  In  any  case  where,  under  the  authority  of  section 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  one  of  this  act,  a system  of  sewage  and 
drainage  covering  any  township  in  whole  or  in  part  shall  have  been 
approved  and  authorized  by  resolution,  the  supervisors  may  enter  into  a 
contract  with  any  responsible  individual  or  individuals  or  corporation  for 
the  construction  of  such  system  of  sewage  or  drainage  at  the  expense  of 
such  individual  or  individuals  or  corporation.  He,  they,  or  it  shall  be 
entitled  under  .such  contract  to  exercise  all  the  powers  of  the  township 
in  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  operation  of  such  system  of  sewage 
or  drainage,  with  the  right  to  collect  such  charges  in  connection  therewith 
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as  the  supervisors  prescribe  in  as  full  manner  as  the  same  might  have 
been  collected  by  the  township  or  the  supervisors.  In  such  contract  the 
supervisors  shall  reserve  to  the  township  the  right  at  any  time  of  after  a 
prescribed  time  to  itself  take  possession  of  such  system  of  sewage  and 
drainage  and  its  appurtenances  at  a price  and  upon  terms  to  be  fixed  in 
the  contract. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  modify  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

(c)  Sewers  and  Drains  in  Streets  or  Alleys  or  Over  Private 
Property;  Assessment  of  Cost  of  Construction  Ac- 
cording to  Benefits 

Section  1520.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  section  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  two,  townships  may  construct,  sewers  and  drains  in 
any  street  or  alley  or  through  or  on  or  over  private  property.  The 
costs,  damages,  and  expenses  of  the  construction  of  any  such  sewers  or 
drains  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  properties  accommodated  or  benefited, 
in  either  of  the  following  methods : 

(a)  By  an  assessment,  pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  township 
board  of  supervisors,  of  each  lot  or  piece  of  land  in  proportion  to  its 
frontage  abutting  on  the  sewer,  allowing  such  reduction  in  the  case  of 
properties  abutting  on  more  than  one  sewer  as  the  resolution  may  specify. 
No  assessment  by  frontage  shall  be  made  on  properties  of  such  a char- 
acter as  not  to  be  lawfully  subject  to  such  manner  of  assessment,  and 
each  abutting  property  shall  be  assessed  with  not  less  than  its  proportion 
aforesaid  of  the  entire  cost  and  expense  of  such  construction. 

(b)  By  an  assessment  upon  the  several  properties  abutting  on  the 
sewer  in  proportion  to  benefits ; the  amount  of  the  charge  on  which 
property  shall  be  ascertained  and  the  rights  of  taxpayers  conferred  in 
connection  therewith,  as  provided  in  section  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  ten  of  this  act. 

(d)  Seivers  Under  State  and  County  Highways 

Section  1525.  Consents  Necessary.  Townships  may  construct 
sewers  and  drains  in  and  under  any  county  or  State  highway  or  State- 
aid  highway  within  the  township  boundaries.  In  case  of  the  construction 
of  sewers  upon  county  highways  the  consent  of  the  county  commissioners 
of  the  county  shall  first  be  obtained,  and  in  case  of  the  construction  of 
sewers  upon  any  State  highway  or  State-aid  highway  the  consent  of  the 
Secretary  of  Highways  shall  first  be  obtained. 

Section  1526.  Assessment  of  Cost.  Whenever  sewers  have  been 
or  shall  be  laid  or  constructed  by  any  township  in  and  under  such  high- 
ways, such  township  may  ascertain,  levy,  and  collect  the  costs  and  ex- 
penses of  the  construction  thereof  from  the  abutting  property  holders 
by  viewers  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  relating  to  the 
assessment  of  damages  and  benefits  by  viewers. 

(e)  Connecting  with  Sezver  of  Adjoining  Municipality 

Section  1530.  Agreements  for  Connections.  Appointment  of 
Viewers.  Any  township  may,  by  agreement,  connect  with  an  existing 
sewer  owned  by  any  adjacent  municipality,  for  sewage  purposes,  in  the 
following  manner : 

An  application  shall  be  made  by  the  board  of  supervisors  to  the 
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court  of  quarter  sessions  setting  forth  that  fact.  If  the  court  shall  be 
of  the  opinion  that  such  connection  can  be  made  without  impairing  the 
usefulness  of  the  existing  sewer,  it  shall  appoint  three  viewers  who 
shall  view  the  premises,  and  investigate  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  shall 
assess  the  proportionate  part  of  the  expense  of  building  the  original  sewer 
upon  such  township,  and  shall  fix  the  proportion  of  the  expense  for  re- 
pairs which  the  municipality  and  the  township  shall  thereafter  bear,  and 
determine  all  other  questions  liable  to  arise  in  connection  therewith. 

Section  1531.  Report  of  Viewers.  The  viewers  shall  report  to 
the  court  the  result  of  their  investigation,  which  report  shall  be  confirmed 
within  thirty  days  unless  exceptions  thereto  are  filed.  After  confirmation 
of  such  report  or  the  disposal  of  any  exceptions  any  party  interested  may 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  to  the  Superior 
Court. 

Section  1532.  Notice  of  Contemplated  Construction.  Protests 
By  Property  Owners.  No  sewer  system  of  sewers  or  drain  shall  be 
constructed  under  the  provisions  of  this  subdivision  unless  a resolution 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  authorizing  the  same  shall  be  published  in 
a newspaper  of  general  circulation  published  in  the  county  in  which  the 
township  is  situated,  once  a week  for  three  successive  weeks.  If,  within 
twenty  days  after  the  last  publication  or  at  any  time  during  the  period  of 
publication,  taxpayers  of  the  township  whose  property  valuation  as  as- 
sessed for  taxable  purposes  within  the  township,  shall  amount  to  fifty 
per  centum  of  the  total  property  valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable  pur- 
poses within  the  township,  shall  sign  and  file  in  the  office  of  the  pro- 
thonotary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which  the 
township  is  located  a written  protest  against  the  construction  of  such 
sewer,  sewer  system,  or  drain,  then  the  construction  authorized  by  such 
resolution  shall  not  be  undertaken  or  proceeded  with. 

(f)  Acquisition  of  Sciver  System 

Section  1535.  Any  township  in  which  any  person,  firm  or  corpo- 
ration is  maintaining  sewers  and  culverts  with  the  necessary  inlet  and 
appliances  for  surface  and  under-surface  and  sewage  drainage,  may  be- 
come the  owner  of  such  sewers,  culverts,  inlet,  and  appliances,  by  paying 
therefor  the  actual  value  of  the  same  at  the  time  of  the  taking  by  the 
township. 

In  case  the  suoervisors  of  the  township  cannot  agree  with  the 
owners  of  such  sewers  as  to  the  price  to  be  paid  therefor,  the  supervisors 
may  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  such  sewers,  culverts,  inlets  and 
appliances.  For  all  damage  done  or  suffered  or  which  accrues  to  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  sewer  by  reason  of  the  taking  of  the  same,  the 
funds  of  the  township  raised  by  taxation  shall  be  pledged  and  deemed  as 
security ; such  damages  to  be  determined  by  viewers  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  this  act  for  eminent  domain  proceedings.  If  any  sewer  or  sewer 
system  is  acquired  by  purchase  under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  the 
cost  of  such  acquisition  may  be  distributed  or  assessed  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  if  such  sewer  or  sewer  system  had  been  constructed  by  such 
township  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

(g)  Joint  Sewers  and  Drains 

Section  1540.  Agreements  for  Joint  Sewers.  Townships  may 
enter  into  agreements  -vvith  municipalities  or  other  townships  for  the 
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purpose  of  building  sewers,  including  trunk-line  sewers  or  drains  and 
sewage-disposal  plants.  Such  agreement  shall  provide  for  the  joint 
maintenance  of  the  same. 

Section  1541.  State  Permit.  No  such  sewer  or  plant  shall  be 
constructed  until  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to  the 
State  Department  of  Health  and  approved,  in  accordance  with  provisions 
of  the  act  of  April  twenty-second,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  five 
(page  two  hundred  and  sixty),  entitled  “An  act  to  preserve  the  purity 
of  the  waters  of  the  State  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health.” 

ARTICLE  XVI 

Water  Supply  and  Waterworks 

Section  1601.  Contracts  With  Water  Companies  and  Munici- 
palities. The  supervisors  of  any  township  may,  by  contract  with  any 
private  corporation  or  any  adjacent  municipality  owning  a waterworks 
system,  provide  for  a supply  of  water  for  public  and  private  uses,  to  be 
delivered  into  the  lines  of  the  township  at  or  near  the  boundary  thereof, 
or  to  be  delivered  through  lines  owned  by  such  company  or  municipality 
within  such  township  or  any  part  thereof. 

Section  1602.  Water  Lines  and  Connections.  Township  super- 
visors shall  have  full  power  by  contract  to  lay  water  lines  and  to  regulate 
the  making  of  connections  therewith,  or  to  contract  or  enter  into  agree- 
ments with  any  private  water  company  or  municipality  for  the  laying 
of  water  lines  within  the  limits  of  such  township  or  any  part  thereof. 

Section  1603.  Expenditure  of  Township  Moneys.  Water  Rents. 

The  township  supervisors  are  authorized  to  expend  moneys  of  the  town- 
ship for  the  purpose  of  providing  such  water  lines  and  connections,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  a supply  of  water  for  private  and  public 
use.  They  may  provide  for  the  collection  of  water  rents  from  users  of 
such  water,  or  may  enter  into  contracts  or  agreements  with  private  cor- 
porations and  municipalities  supplying  such  water  for  the  collection  by 
such  private  corporations  and  municipalities  of  water  rents  from  such 
users. 

Section  1604.  State  Permit.  The  supervisors  of  any  township 
may  by  resolution  provide,  regulate,  and  protect  any  system  of  distribu- 
tion of  water  for  private  and  public  use  after  a certified  copy  of  the  plans 
and  surveys  for  such  system,  with  a description  of  the  sources  from 
which  it  is  proposed  to  derive  the  supply,  are  filed  with  the  Department 
of  Health,  and  a written  permit  for  the  construction  of  such  system 
obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  Health,  in  accordance  with  existing  law. 

Section  1605.  Occupation  of  Highways.  In  providing  for  regu- 
lating, protecting,  and  extending  its  system  of  distribution  of  water  the 
township  may  occupy  public  highways,  but  no  highway  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  State  Department  of  Highways  shall  be  occupied  until  a 
permit  therefor  has  been  obtained  from  the  Department  of  Highways  of 
the  Commonwealth,  nor  any  highway  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  county 
until  a permit  therefor  has  been  obtained  from  the  county  commissioners. 

Section  1606.  Joint  Maintenance  of  Works  With  a Borough. 

Any  township  may  unite  with  a borough  in  the  construction  or  acquisition 
and  maintenance  of  works  for  the  supply  of  water.  The  construction  of 
such  waterworks,  shall  be  commenced  only  after  plans  for  such  water- 
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Works  have  been  filed  with  the  State  Secretary  of  Health,  and  a permit 
issued  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Assembly  of  April  twenty-second, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  five  (page  two  hundred  sixty),  entitled 
“An  act  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  waters  of  the  State  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public  health.” 

Section  1607.  Commission  o£  Waterworks.  Whenever  any 
township  unites  with  a borough  in  the  construction  or  acquisition  and 
maintenance  of  waterworks,  the  supervisors  of  such  township,  after  the 
jxissage  of  a resolution  to  that  effect,  may  join  with  the  councils  of  such 
boroughs,  now  authorized  by  the  General  Borough  Law,  so  to  join  and 
apply  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  appointment  of  a commission 
of  waterworks.  Such  commission  shall  be  composed  of  citizens  of  each 
of  the  boroughs  and  townships  so  uniting. 

Section  1608.  Public  Service  Company  Law  Saved.  Nothing 
contained  in  this  article  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  to  supersede  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

ARTICLE  XVII 
Public  Buildings 

Section  1701.  Lockup.  The  board  of  supervisors  of  townships 
may,  after  obtaining  the  assent  of  the  electors  of  the  township,  expressed 
by  vote  at  an  election  to  be  held  at  the  place,  time,  and  under  the  same 
regulations  as  provided  for  the  holding  of  municipal  elections,  build  and 
maintain  a suitable  place  for  the  purpose  of  incarcerating  criminals,  dis- 
orderly, suspicious,  and  intoxicated  persons,  until  they  can  be  dealt  with 
according  to  law.  The  ballots  to  be  deposited  by  the  electors  shall  be 
prepared  in  conformity  with  the  general  election  law.  In  receiving  and 
counting  and  in  making  returns  of  the  votes  cast,  the  inspectors,  judges, 
and  clerks  of  said  election  shall  be  governed  by  the  laws  regulating 
municipal  elections,  and  the  vote  shall  be  counted  by  the  court  as  pro- 
vided by  the  general  law  governing  municipal  elections.  The  board  of 
supervisors  shall  direct  the  constable  of  the  township  to  issue  a procla- 
mation, ten  days  prior  to  the  date  of  the  municipal  election,  that  the 
qualified  electors  will  vote  “For  or  against  building  a lockup.”  Such 
building,  when  erected,  shall  be  under  the  care  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors. 

Section  1702.  Town  Hall.  The  supervisors  of  townships  may 
jirocure  a suitable  lot  of  ground,  and  erect  a suitable  building  thereon  for 
a townhouse  in  which  to  hold  elections,  store  road  machinery,  hold  meet- 
ings of  township  officers,  and  community  activities,  and  for  other  town- 
ship uses.  For  the  purpose  of  procuring  a lot  of  ground  and  erecting  a 
town  hall,  the  supervisors  may  borrow  money  at  a rate  of  interest  not 
exceeding  six  per  centum  and  issue  bonds  therefor. 

Section  1703.  Unloaders  and  Warehouses.  Townships  may  pur- 
chase or  lease  land  adjacent  to  the  tracks  or  right  of  way  of  any  railroad 
or  street  railway,  within  or  without  the  limits  of  such  township,  and  erect 
thereon  suitable  unloaders,  warehouses,  or  other  buildings  as  may  be 
necessary  for  unloading,  handling,  and  storing  road  materials  and  supplies. 

Section  1704.  Appropriation  o£  Property.  Townships  may  enter 
upon  and  appropriate  private  property,  and  also  land  heretofore  granted 
or  dedicated  to  public  or  other  use,  within  the  limits  of  such  township, 
and  which  is  no  longer  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  the  same  was 
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granted  or  dedicated,  for  the  erection  thereon  of  a town  hall,  hose  house, 
lockup,  and  such  other  public  buildings  as  are  necessary  for  public  pur- 
poses. No  land  or  property  used  for  any  cemetery,  burying  ground, 
public  or  parochial  school,  educational  or  charitable  institution,  seminary, 
or  place  of  public  worship  shall  be  taken  or  appi'opriated  by  virtue  of  any 
power  contained  in  this  section. 

Section  1705.  Resolution  o£  Supervisors.  Whenever  the  super- 
visors desire  to  acquire,  enter  upon,  take,  use,  and  appropriate  private 
property  or  lands  for  public  buildings,  they  shall  declare  such  intention 
by  a resolution  duly  enacted. 

Section  1706.  How  Damages  Assessed.  The  compensation  and 
damages  arising  from  such  taking,  using,  and  appropriating  of  private 
property  for  such  purposes  shall  be  considered,  ascertained,  determined, 
awarded,  and  paid  in  the  manner  provided  in  this  act  for  eminent  domain 
proceedings. 

Section  1707.  Use  of  Public  Lands  Acquired  for  Other  Pur- 
poses. Whenever  the  supervisors  desire  to  take  any  lands  heretofore 
granted  or  dedicated  to  a use  or  purpose  for  which  they  are  no  longer 
used,  they  shall  pass  a resolution  declaring  such  intention  and  shall 
thereupon  petition  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  leave  to  file  the  bond 
of  sucb  township  for  the  purpose  of  securing  any  person  or  persons  who 
may  be  injured  by  the  taking  of  such  lands.  The  court  shall  thereupon 
direct  notice  to  be  given  by  publication  in  at  least  two  newspapers  of  the 
county.  If  no  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  bond  on  or  before  the  day  fixed 
in  the  notice,  the  court  shall  approve  the  same.  The  court  may  increase 
the  amount  of  the  bond,  and  bear  and  determine  all  exceptions  that  are 
filed  against  the  approval  thereof.  Upon  the  approval  of  such  bond,  the 
supervisors  may  enter  upon  and  take  such  lands  for  the  purposes  of 
erecting  public  buildings.  The  bond,  which  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the 
Commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons  who  are  entitled 
to  damage  by  reason  of  the  taking  of  the  lands,  shall  remain  on  file  for 
their  use  and  benefit. 

In  case  the  compensation  for  damages,  accruing  from  any  such  ap- 
propriations, has  not  been  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  in  interest,  the 
same  may  be  assessed  by  viewers  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act  for  the  assessment  of  damages  in  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

ARTICLE  XVIII 
Licenses  and  License  Fees 
(a)  Transient  Retail  Merchants 

Section  1801.  Transient  Retail  Merchants  to  Be  Licensed.  Every 
person,  whether  principal  or  agent,  entering  into,  beginning,  or  desiring 
to  begin,  a transient  retail  business  in  any  township  for  the  sale  of  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  whatsoever,  and  who  hires,  leases,  occupies, 
or  uses  any  room,  apartment,  store,  shop,  building,  railway  car,  or  other 
place  or  structure  for  the  exhibition  and  sale  of  such  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  shall  take  out  a license  for  the  same  from  the  supervisors 
of  the  said  township : Provided,  however,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  apply  to  farmers  selling  their  own  produce,  or  to  any  sale  of  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise  donated  by  the  owners  thereof,  the  proceeds 
whereof  are  to  be  applied  to  any  charitable  or  philanthropic  purpose. 
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Section  1802.  Amount  and  Payment  of  License  Fee.  Penalty. 

Tlie  amount  of  such  license  in  any  township  shall  be  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  ($25)  per  month,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  to  be  paid  to  the  town- 
ship treasurer.  Said  license  shall  be  renewed  monthly  during  the 
continuance  of  said  sale,  and  upon  failure  of  said  person  or  persons  so 
to  secure  such  license,  he,  she,  or  they  shall,  in  a summary  proceeding, 
be  fined  in  a sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  ($100)  nor  more 
than  two  hundred  dollars  ($200),  and  in  default  of  payment  of  said  fines, 
shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  jail  of  the  county  for  a period  not  exceeding 
thirty  (30)  days. 

Section  1803.  Mercantile  License  Law  Saved.  Nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  relieve  any  person,  partnership,  or  cor- 
poration from  the  duty  of  taking  out  a license,  or  from  the  payment  of 
any  license  tax  imposed  or  authorized  by  any  other  statute  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

(b)  Restrictions 

Section  1811.  Agents  for  Licensed  Dealers  Not  to  Be  Licensed. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  township  to  levy  any  license  fee  or  mercantile 
tax  upon  any  persons  taking  orders  for  merchandise,  by  sample,  from 
dealers  or  merchants,  for  individuals  or  companies  who  pay  a license  or 
mercantile  tax  at  their  chief  places  of  business.  Nothing  in  this  section 
shall  authorize  any  person  to  sell  by  retail  to  others  than  dealers  or 
merchants. 

Section  1812.  Insurance  Agents  and  Brokers  Not  to  Be  Licensed. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  township  to  impose  or  collect  any  license 
fee  upon  insurance  companies  or  their  agents,  or  insurance  brokers, 
authorized  to  transact  business  under  the  Insurance  Laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Section  1813.  License  Fees  on  Residents  Not  to  Exceed  Those 
on  Nonresidents.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  township  to  impose  by 
resolution  or  exact  or  collect,  under  the  provisions  of  any  resolution 
heretofore  or  hereafter  enacted,  any  license  tax  or  fee  upon  or  from  any 
manufacturer  or  the  agent,  representative,  or  employe  of  any  manufac- 
turer who  is  a resident  of  the  Commonwealth  for  soliciting  orders  for  or 
for  selling  any  goods,  merchandise,  or  wares  manufactured  within  this 
Commonwealth  that  is  not  or  cannot  legally  be  imposed  upon  or  exacted 
or  collected  from  any  manufacturer  or  dealer  or  the  agent,  representative, 
or  employe  of  any  manufacturer  who  is  a nonresident  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  soliciting  orders  for  or  for  selling  any  goods,  merchandise,  or 
wares  manufactured  without  the  Commonwealth. 

ARTICLE  XIX 

Parks,  Playgrounds,  Gymnasiums,  Public  Baths,  Swimming  Pools. 

AND  Indoor  Recreation  Centers 

Section  1901.  Designation  and  Acquisition  of  Lands.  The  town- 
ship supervisors  of  any  township,  may  designate  and  set  apart  for  use 
as  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming 
pools,  or  indoor  recreation  centers,  any  lands  or  buildings  owned  by  such 
township,  and  not  dedicated  or  devoted  to  other  public  use.  Such  town- 
ship may,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  authorized  or  provided  by  law  for 
the  acquisition  of  lands  or  buildings  for  public  purposes  in  such  township, 
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acquire  lands  or  buildings  therein  for  use  as  parks,  playgrounds,  play- 
fields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or  indoor  recreation 
centers,  or,  if  there  be  no  law  authorizing  such  acquisition  the  township 
supervisors,  may  acquire  lands  or  buildings  for  such  purposes  by  gift  or 
purchase,  or  may  lease  lands  or  buildings  in  such  township  for  temporary 
use  for  such  purposes. 

Section  1902.  Park  and  Recreation  Boards.  The  authority  to 
supervise  and  maintain  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums,  public 
baths,  swimming  pools,  or  indoor  recreation  centers  may  be  vested  in  any 
existing  body  or  board  or  in  a park  board  or  recreation  board  as  the 
township  supervisors  may  determine.  The  local  authorities  of  any  such 
township  may  equip,  operate  and  maintain  the  parks,  playgrounds,  play- 
fields,  gymnasiums,  swimming  pools,  public  baths  or  indoor  recreation 
centers,  as  authorized  bv  this  act.  Such  local  authorities  may,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  employ  play  leaders, 
recreation  directors,  supervisors,  superintendents,  or  any  other  officers 
or  employes  as  they  deem  proper. 

Section  1903.  Appointment  of  Park  and  Recreation  Boards.  If 

the  township  supervisors  shall  determine  that  the  power  to  equip,  operate, 
and  maintain  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths, 
swimming  pools,  or  recreation  centers  shall  be  exercised  by  a park  board 
or  recreation  board,  they  may  establish,  in  said  township,  such  park 
board  or  recreation  board,  which  shall  possess  all  the  powers,  and  be 
subject  to  all  the  responsibilities,  of  the  respective  local  authorities  under 
this  act.  Either  such  boards,  when  established,  shall  consist  of  five  per- 
sons. The  members  of  such  boards  shall  be  appointed  by  the  supervisors, 
and  shall  serve  for  terms  of  five  years  or  until  their  successors  are  ap- 
pointed, except  that  the  members  of  such  board  first  appointed  shall  be 
appointed  for  such  terms  that  the  term  of  one  member  shall  expire  an- 
nually thereafter.  Members  of  such  board  shall  serve  without  pay. 
Women  shall  be  eligible  for  appointment.  Vacancies  in  such  board  oc- 
curing  otherwise  than  exniration  of  term  shall  be  for  the  unexpired 
term,  and  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner  as  original  appointments. 

Section  1904.  Officers  of  Board.  The  members  of  a park  board 
or  recreation  board,  established  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  elect  their  own 
chairman  and  secretary  and  select  all  other  necessary  officers,  to  serve 
for  a period  of  one  year,  and  may  employ  such  persons  as  may  be  needed 
as  authorized  by  this  act.  Such  boards  shall  have  power  to  adopt  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  all  business  within  their  jurisdiction. 

Section  1905.  Joint  Municipal  Acquisitions.  Any  township  may, 
jointly  with  any  one  or  more  townships,  boroughs  and  cities,  acquire 
property  for,  and  operate  and  maintain,  any  parks,  playgrounds,  play- 
fields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or  indoor  recreation 
centers. 

Section  1906.  Bond  Issues.  The  township  supervisors,  may  issue 
bonds  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  lands  or  buildings  for  parks,  play- 
grounds, playfields,  gymnasiums,  swimming  pools,  public  baths,  or  in- 
door recreation  centers  and  for  the  equipment  thereof. 

Section  1907.  Cost  of  Maintenance.  Annual  Tax  Levies.  All 
expenses  incurred  in  the  operation  of  such  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields, 
gymnasiums,  swimming  pools,  public  baths,  and  indoor  recreation  centers, 
established  as  herein  provided,  shall  be  payable  from  the  treasury  of  such 
township.  The  local  authorities  of  such  township  having  power  to  ap- 
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propriate  money  therein,  may  annually  appropriate  and  cause  to  be  raised 
by  taxation  such  tax,  not  to  exceed  two  mills  on  the  dollar  of  the  assessed 
valuation  of  taxable  property  in  such  township,  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining and  operating  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums,  public 
baths,  swimming  pools,  and  recreation  centers. 

ARTICLE  XX 

Actions  By  and  Against  Townships 

Section  2001.  Supervisors  to  Bring  and  Defend  Suits.  All  suits 
by  a township  shall  be  brought  and  conducted  by  the  township  supervisors. 
In  all  suits  against  a township,  process  shall  be  served  upon  and  defense 
made  by  the  township  supervisors. 

Section  2002.  Rights  of  Taxpayers  to  Inquire  into  Judgments. 
Any  taxpayer  of  any  township  may  inquire  into  the  validity  of  any  judg- 
ment, or  defend  the  township  in  any  suit  or  judgment,  upon  filing  a 
petition  with  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which  suit  is 
pending  or  judgment  exists,  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  that  the  taxpayer 
believes  that  injustice  will  be  done  to  the  township  in  such  suit  or  judg- 
ment. Whenever  it  is  deemed  necessary  the  court  may  order  such  tax- 
payer to  file  a bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by 
court,  to  save  harmless  the  township  from  all  costs  that  may  accrue  in 
such  proceeding  subsequent  to  the  filing  of  such  petition. 

Section  2003.  Appeals  by  Taxpayers.  Whenever  a judgment  is 
rendered  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman  against  any  township, 
and  a right  of  appeal  is  given  to  such  township,  and  for  ten  days  im- 
mediately after  the  rendition  of  such  judgment  the  township  officials 
neglect  to  perfect  an  appeal,  any  taxpayer  of  such  township  may  take  an 
appeal,  in  behalf  of  the  township,  from  such  judgment  to  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  the  county,  within  the  time  prescribed  for  the  taking 
of  such  appeal. 

Section  2004.  Affidavit  and  Bail  by  Taxpayers.  In  taking  the 
appeal  the  taxpayers  shall  make  an  affidavit  that  the  same  is  not  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  delay,  but  because  he  verily  believes  that  injustice  has 
been  done.  The  taxpayer  shall  pay  the  costs  of  the  appeal,  and  enter 
sufficient  bail  for  the  payment  of  all  costs  before  the  justice  of  the  peace 
or  alderman  and  all  costs  in  the  court  of  common  pleas. 

Section  2005.  Taxpayers  Parties  to  Suits.  Upon  the  filing  of 
such  appeal  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  the  taxpayer 
shall  be  made  a party  to  the  suit  and  shall  have  the  right  to  defend  such 
township  therein. 

Section  2006.  Recovery  of  Municipal  Claims.  In  addition  to 
the  remedies  provided  by  law  for  the  filing  of  liens  for  the  collection  of 
municipal  claims,  all  townships  may  proceed  for  the  recovery  and  col- 
lection of  municipal  claims  by  action  of  assumpsit  against  the  person  or 
persons  who  were  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  property  at  the  time  of 
the  completion  of  the  improvement,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there 
was  a failure  on  the  part  of  any  such  township,  or  its  agents,  to  enter 
any  such  municipal  claim  as  a lien  against  the  property  assessed  for  the 
improvement,  and  for  the  recovery  of  which  the  action  of  assumpsit  was 
brought.  Any  such  action  in  assumpsit  shall  be  commenced  within  three 
years  after  the  completion  of  the  improvement  from  which  said  claim 
arises. 
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This  section  shall  extend  to  all  municipal  claims  where  the  improve- 
ment was  heretofore  made,  where  the  action  of  assumpsit  has  been  insti- 
tuted under  the  provisions  of  prior  acts  of  Assembly,  and  where  the 
claim  is  not  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  affecting  actions  of  debt 
or  assumpsit. 

EXPOSITION  TO  SECOND  CLASS  TOWNSHIP  LAW 

Note;  The  word  “Code”  as  used  herein  refers  to  the  Township  Code  of  July 
14,  1917,  P.  L.  840. 

Sec.  101  from  Sec.  1,  Code. 

Sec.  102.  New. 

Sec.  103  from  Sec.  2,  Code. 

Sec.  104  from  Sec.  3,  Code. 

Sec.  105  from  Sec.  4,  Code. 

Sec.  106  from  Sec.  5,  Code. 

Sec.  107  from  Sec.  6,  Code. 

Sec.  108  from  Sec.  7,  Code. 

Sec.  109  from  Sec.  9,  Code. 

Sec.  201  from  Sec.  15,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  April  28, 
1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Acts  of  May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  160, 
April  1,  1905,  P.  L.  97,  and  May  29,  1907,  P.  L.  305.  The  section 
has  been  redrafted  since  classification  will  not  depend  alone  on  popu- 
lation, but  a change  of  class  requires  also  the  consent  of  the  electors. 
Secs.  205  to  226  represent  a consolidation  of  (a)  Secs.  20  to  28  of  the 
Code  taken  originally  from  Secs.  13  and  14,  Act  of  April  15,  1834, 
P.  L.  537,  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  26,  1864,  P.  L.  489,  Secs.  1,  2 and  4, 
''  Act  of  April  24,  1857,  P.  L.  304,  Sec.  32,  Act  of  April  5,  1849,  P. 
L.  555,  and  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  12,  1866,  P.  L.  109;  (b)  Secs.  35 
and  36,  Code,  which  in  turn  came  from  Act  of  March  14,  1905,  P. 
L.  36;  and  (c)  Secs.  40  to  65,  Code  which  in  turn  came  from  Secs. 
13  and  14,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537,  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
26,  1854,  P.  L.  489,  Secs.  1,  2 and  4,  Act  of  March  14,  1857,  P.  L. 
93,  Sec.  2,  Act  of  April  24,  1857,  P.  L.  304,  Act  of  April  22,  1905, 
P.  L.  288,  Act  of  April  4,  1907,  P.  L.  44,  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  8,  1876, 
P.  L.  136,  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  12,  1866,  P.  L.  109.  These  sections, 
205  to  216,  change  the  procedure  materially,  and  require  the  consent 
of  a majority  of  the  electors  of  all  the  townships  affected  before  a 
new  township  may  be  created.  In  the  case  of  the  reestablishment 
of  townships  of  the  second  class  a procedure  has  been  added  to  allow 
a first  class  township  to  become  a township  of  the  second  class  even 
though  it  still  has  sufficient  population  to  make  it  a first  class 
township. 

Sec.  235  is  new  and  provides  a uniform  method  to  secure  officers  for 
new  townships. 

Sec.  240  consolidates  the  Acts  of  May  8,  1919,  P.  L.  130  and  April  29, 
1925,  P.  L.  539. 

Sec.  301  from  Sec.  95,  Code  which  came  from  Act  of  May  24,  1887, 
P.  L.  203. 

Secs.  302  to  307  are  a consolidation  of  (a)  Secs.  70  to  73,  Code  which 
came  from  Secs.  13  and  14,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537,  Sec. 
1,  Act  of  April  26,  1854,  P.  L.  489,  and  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of  May 
1,  1861,  P.  L.  539;  and  (b)  Secs.  80  to  83,  Code  which  came  from 
Act  of  June  3,  1893,  P.  L.  284. 
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Sec.  401  from  Sec.  140,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  84,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L,  537. 

Sec.  402  from  Sec.  141,  Code. 

Sec.  410  from  Sec.  145,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  July  22, 
1913,  P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  411  from  Sec.  150,  Code  the  last  clause  of  which  came  from  Sec.  1, 
Act  of  May  18,  1876,  P.  L.  179. 

Sec.  412  from  Sec.  160,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  February 

14,  1889,  P.  L.  7. 

Sec.  413  from  Sec.  162,  Code. 

Sec.  414  from  Sec.  170,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  6, 
1893,  P.  L.  333. 

Sec.  415.  New.  Necessitated  by  change  of  fiscal  year  from  the  first 
Monday  of  December  to  the  first  Monday  of  January. 

Sec.  420  from  Sec.  180,  Code  taken  from  Sec.  83,  Act  of  April  15,  1834, 
P.  L.  537  and  Sec.  16,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  The  order 
of  appointment  has  been  reversed.  The  supervisors  are  first  given 
power  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  upon  their  failure  the  court  may  act. 
Sec.  421  from  Sec.  181,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  21,  Act  of  March 
11,  1842,  P.  L.  62  and  Sec.  83,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 
Sec.  422  from  Sec.  182,  Code. 

Sec.  423  from  Sec.  183,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  2, 
1895,  P.  L.  434,  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  25,  1885,  P.  L.  187  and  Secs. 
1 and  2,  Act  of  April  27,  1909,  P.  L.  245. 

Sec.  501  from  Sec.  190,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  86,  Act  of  April 

15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  502  from  Sec.  191,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  25, 
1907,  P.  L.  225. 

Sec.  503  from  Sec.  192,  Code  taken  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  March  22,  1907, 
P.  L.  27. 

Sec.  504  from  Sec.  193,  Code  taken  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  March  22, 
1907,  P.  L.  27. 

Sec.  510  from  Sec.  230,  Code  taken  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  July  22,  1913, 
P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  511  from  Sec.  231,  Code  taken  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  11,  1915, 
P.  L.  947,  amending  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  The 
section  has  been  redrafted  to  require  the  secretary  and  treasurer  to 
be  the  same  person,  except  where  a bank  acts  as  treasurer. 

Sec.  512  from  Sec.  232,  Code  which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  3,  Act  of 
June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947,  amending  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915. 
A change  allows  supervisors  to  meet  no  more  than  twice  each  month. 
Sec.  513  from  Sec.  233,  Code  which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  17,  Act  of 
July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  514  from  Sec.  234,  Code  which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  6,  Act  of 
July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  515  from  Sec.  235,  Code  as  amended  by  Acts  of  April  4,  1919,  P. 
L.  43,  May  4,  1927,  P.  L.  711,  March  7,  1929,  P.  L.  13.  The  original 
Code  section  came  from  part  of  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June  11,  1915,  P. 
L.  947,  amending  Sec.  15,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915  and 
from  part  of  Sec.  6,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  The  section 
has  been  clarified. 

Sec.  516  from  Sec.  236,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  July  22, 
1913,  P.  L.  915. 


193 


Sec  517  from  Sec.  237,  Code  which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  6,  Act  of 
July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  518  from  Sec.  238,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  21,  Act  of  Jul}' 
22,  1913,  P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  519  from  Act  of  May  22,  1923,  P.  P.  202. 

Sec.  520  from  Sec.  239,  Code  which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  18,  Act  of 
July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  521  from  Sec.  240,  Code  as  amended  hy  Act  of  April  30,  1925,  P. 
L.  402.  The  original  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  19,  Act  of  July 
22,  1913,  P.  L.  915  and  Sec.  92,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  530  from  Sec.  285,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  11, 
1915,  P.  L.  947,  amending  Sec.  9,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915 
and  also  from  Sec.  95,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  531  from  Sec.  286,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  28,  1923,  P. 
L.  887.  The  original  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  97,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537  and  part  of  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  11,  1915,  P.  L. 
947,  amending  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  The  matter 
added  to  the  Code  by  the  amendment  of  1923  came  as  the  result  of 
the  decision  in  Manor  Township  Auditor’s  Report,  37  Lane.  L.  R. 
167;  s.  c.  29  D.  R.  1001,  wherein  it  was  held  that  the  combined 
salary  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  might  include  borrowed  money. 

Sec.  532  from  Sec.  287,  Code  which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  2,  Act  of 
June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947,  amending  Sec.  9,  Act  of  July  22,  1913, 
P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  533  from  Sec.  260,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  Mav  16, 
1857,  P.  L.  535. 

Sec.  534  from  Sec.  261,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  98,  xA.ct  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  535.  New. 

Sec.  540  from  Sec.  310,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  99,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537  and  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947, 
amending  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  Section  brought 
in  accord  with  Sec.  531.  See  notes  to  this  section. 

Sec.  541  from  Sec.  311,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  100,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  542  from  Sec.  312,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  101,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  545  from  Sec.  325,  Code  as  amended  by  Acts  of  INIay  7,  1923,  P.  L. 
156  and  May  21,  1923,  P.  L.  291.  The  original  Code  section  came 
from  Sec.  102,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537  and  from  Sec.  L 
Act  of  May  3,  1909,  P.  L.  392,  and  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  Mav  20, 
1913,  P.  L.  254,  amending  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  1,  1911,  P.  L.  865. 

Sec.  546  from  Sec.  326,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  50,  51  and  105,. 
Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537.  Provision  was  made  for  the  issuing 
of  subpoenas  and  attachments  for  auditors  by  justices  of  the  peace. 

Sec.  547  from  Sec.  327,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  Alay  3. 
1909,  P.  L.  392  and  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254,  amend- 
ing Act  of  June  9,  1911,  P.  L.  865.  Optional  provisions  for  the 
posting  of  auditors’  reports  instead  of  advertising  were  added. 

Sec.  548  from  Sec.  328,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  ]\Iav  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  392. 

Sec.  549  from  Sec.  329,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  iNIay 
3,  1909,  P.  L.  392.  Penalty  changed  to  summary  proceeding. 
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Sec.  550  from  Sec.  330,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1 and  2,  Act  of 
April  27,  1909,  P.  L.  261. 

Sec.  551.  New. 

Sec.  552  from  Sec.  331,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  31, 
1913,  P.  P.  394.  Powers  were  conferred  on  auditors  to  collect 
surcharges. 

Sec.  553  from  .Sec.  332,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  20, 
1913.  P.  L.  254,  amending  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June  9,  1911,  P.  L.  865. 

Sec.  554  from  Sec.  333,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  20, 
1913,  P.  L.  254,  amending  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June  9,  1911,  P.  L.  865. 

Sec.  555  from  Sec.  334,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  31, 
1913,  P.  L.  394. 

Sec.  556  from  Sec.  335,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  April 
21,  1915,  P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  557  from  Sec.  336,  Code  w'hich  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  31, 
1913,  P.  L.  394. 

Sec.  558  from  Sec.  337,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  31, 
1913,  P.  L.  394  and  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254,  amend- 
ing Sec.  3.  Act  of  June  9,  1911,  P.  L.  865. 

Sec.  559  from  Sec.  338,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  21, 
1915,  P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  560  from  Sec.  339,  Code  which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  3,  Act  of 
May  31,  1913,  P.  L.  394. 

Sec.  561  from  Sec.  340,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  May  6, 
1844,  P.  L.  564. 

Sec.  562  from  Sec.  341,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  June  9, 
1911,  P.  L.  865,  which  supplied  the  Act  of  May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  185 
as  to  townships  and  also  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  3,  1909,  P.  L.  392. 

Sec.  563  from  Act  of  April  22,  1929,  P.  L.  630. 

Sec.  570  from  Sec.  365,  Code. 

Sec.  571  from  Sec.  366,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  6, 
1893,  P.  L.  333  and  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  8,  1909,  P.  L.  473,  amending 
Sec.  3,  Act  of  June  25,  1885,  P.  L.  187. 

Sec.  575  from  Sec.  367,  Code. 

Secs.  580,  581,  582  new. 

Secs.  585,  586,  587  new. 

Secs.  590,  591,  592  and  593  are  a consolidation  of  Secs.  355,  356,  357 
and  358,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  2,  1929,  P.  L.  1535  and 
Act  of  April  5,  1917,  P.  P.  47. 

Sec.  594  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  July  14,  1897,  P.  L.  266. 

Sec.  601  from  Sec.  195,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  4,  1925,  P. 
L.  125.  The  1917  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  8,^ 
1913  P.  L.  159. 

Sec.  602  from  Sec.  169,  Code  as  amended  by  Acts  of  March  31,  1921, 
P.  L.  86,  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  564  and  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  916. 
The  1917  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  8,  1913,  P. 
L.  159. 

Sec.  603  from  Sec.  197,  Code  as  amended  by  Acts  of  May  16,  1921,  P. 
L.  564,  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  916  and  April  28,  1927,  P.  L.  482. 
The  1917  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  8,  1913,  P.  L. 
159. 

Sec.  604  from  Sec.  198,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L. 
916.  The  1917  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  8,  1913, 

P.  L.  159. 
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Secs.  610,  611,  612,  613  and  614  from  Act  of  May  5,  1921,  P.  L.  397. 
Sec.  2,  Act  of  1921,  was  amended  by  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L. 
949  and  Sec.  4 by  Act  of  April  23,  1927,  P.  L.  375. 

Sec.  701  from  Sec.  385,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  April  15, 
1834,  P.  L.  537.  The  powers  have  been  amplified. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  1 from  Sec.  386,  Clause  1,  Code  which  came  from  Sec. 

2,  Act  of  April  15,  1909,  P.  L.  168. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  II  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  II,  Code  as  amended  by  Act 
of  March  27,  1923,  P.  L.  33  and  Act  of  April  27,  1927,  P.  L.  464. 
The  original  1917  Code  clause  came  from  Act  of  IMav  28,  1913,  P. 
L.  371. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  III  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  III,  Code  which  came  from 
Act  of  May  25,  1907,  P.  L.  231. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  IV.  New. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  V from  Sec.  386,  Clause  V,  Code  which  came  from  Sec. 

3,  Act  of  April  28,  1876,  P.  L.  51. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  VI  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  VI,  Code  which  came  from 
Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  25,  1895,  P.  L.  298. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  VII  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  IX,  Code  which  came  from 
Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  5,  1911,  P.  L.  165. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  VIII  added  to  Code  by  Act  of  April  3,  1929,  P.  L.  129. 
Sec.  702,  Clause  IX  from  Clause  X,  Act  of  ]\Iay  6,  1927,  P.  L.  844, 
amending  Sec.  236,  Code. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  X from  Sec.  386,  Clause  IV,  Code  as  amended  bv  Acts 
of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  564,  May  17,  1921,  P.  L.  857  and  Apnl  10, 
1929,  P.  L.  470.  The  Code  clause  came  from  Sec.  8,  Act  of  July 
22,  1913,  P.  L.  915  and  Sec.  27,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XI  from  Act  of  April  26,  1923,  P.  L.  90. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XII.  New. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XIII.  New,  but  includes  also  Act  of  April  27,  1925, 
P.  L.  305. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XIV  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  VII,  Code  which  came  from 
Sec.  1,  Act  of  March  15,  1909,  P.  L.  33. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XV  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  VIII,  Code  which  came  from 
Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  26,  1895,  P.  L.  332. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XVI  from  Act  of  May  12,  1921,  P.  L.  544. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XVII  from  Act  of  May  3,  1923,  P.  L.  136. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XVIII  from  Act  of  June  5,  1913,  P.  L.  419. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XIX  from  Act  of  April  30,  1925,  P.  L.  371. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XX  from  Act  of  May  5,  1921,  P.  L.  381. 

Sec.  801.  New. 

Sec.  802  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  IV,  Code  as  amended  by  Acts  of  Mav  16. 
1921,  P.  L.  564,  May  17,  1921,  P.  L.  587  and  April  10,  1929,  P.  L. 
470.  The  Code  clause  came  from  Sec.  8,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P. 

I L.  915  and  Sec.  27,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  561.  The  section 
has  been  rewritten  and  the  amount  of  purchases  requiring  contracts 
was  raised  from  $100.00  to  $300.00,  and  a clause  added  prohibiting 
the  splitting  of  contracts. 

Sec.  803  from  Act  of  May  10,  1917,  P.  L.  158  as  amended  bv  Act  of 
! March  29,  1929,  P.  L.  106. 

' Sec.  804  from  Sec.  1235,  Code  which  came  from  Act  of  Mav  1,  1913, 
P.  L.  155. 

Sec.  805  from  Act  of  July  18,  1917,  P.  L.  1083. 

Sec.  806  from  Act  of  April  22,  1927,  P.  L.  350.  The  provisions  have 
been  restricted  to  township  contracts. 
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Sec.  901  from  Sec.  439,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  12,  Act  of  July  22, 
1913,  P.  L.  915.  Altered  by  providing  for  the  fiscal  year  to  com- 
mence on  the  first  Monday  in  January  instead  of  expiring  on  the 
day  before  the  first  Monday  in  December. 

Sec.  902  from  Sec.  420,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  11,  Act  of  July  22, 
1913,  P.  L.  915.  Clause  permitting  supervisors  to  transfer  moneys 
from  certain  funds  is  added. 

Sec.  903  from  Sec.  436,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  July  15,  1919,  P.  L. 
969.  The  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P. 
L.  915  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947. 

Sec.  904  from  Act  of  pdy  6,  1917,  P.  L.  747  as  amended  by  Act  of  April 
11,  1929,  P.  L.  518. 

Sec.  905  from  Sec.  421,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L. 
575,  Clause  V added  by  Act  of  May  20,  1921,  P.  L.  959,  and 
amended  by  Acts  of  March  30,  1927,  P.  L.  82,  May  4,  1927,  P.  L. 
707,  April  3,  1929,  P.  L.  129,  and  April  18,  1929,  P.  L.  616;  the 
source  matter  of  the  Code  section  is  as  follows:  First  paragraph 
from  vSec.  5,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915,  as  amended  by  Sec. 
1,  Act  of  July  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947;  Clause  I from  Act  of  July  22, 
1913,  P.  L.  915  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947; 
Clause  II  from  Act  of  May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  169;  Clause  III  from 
Act  of  April  23,  1909,  P.  L.  168;  Clause  IV  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of 
July  26,  1895,  P.  L.  324;  paragraph  6 from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  22, 
1913,  P.  L.  915  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  11,  1915,  P.  L. 
947 ; and  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  509. 

Sec.  906  from  Act  of  May  4,  1927,  P.  L.  738. 

Sec.  907  from  Sec.  422,  Code  which  came  from  Act  of  March  31,  1865,, 

P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  908  from  Sec.  423,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  30,  1925,  P. 
T.  412.  The  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  14,  Act  of  July  22,  1913, 
P.  L.  915.  The  provisions  relating  to  date  of  issue  of  duplicates  isi 
from  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  965. 

Sec.  909  from  Sec.  424,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  June  25, 
1885,  P.  L.  187,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  1,  1909,  P.  L. 
305. 

Sec.  910  from  Sec.  425,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  3,  Act  of 
May  5,  1911,  P.  L.  170.  The  requirement  of  affidavit  before  pay- 
ment by  tax  collector  is  omitted. 

Sec.  911  from  Sec.  427,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L. 
947 ; the  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  14,  Act  of  July  22,  1913, 
P.  L.  915.  The  provision  fixing  five  per  cent  flat  commission 
for  the  collection  of  special  taxes  is  omitted. 

Sec.  912  from  Sec.  428,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P. 
L.  947 ; the  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  14,  Act  of  July  22,  1913, 
P.  L.  915.  The  provisions  as  to  settlement  by  tax  collector  have  been 
altered  by  requiring  yearly  settlement  instead  of  at  the  end  of  the 
term. 

Sec.  913  from  Sec.  429,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L. 
947 ; the  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  5,  1911,  P.  L. 
170. 

Sec.  914  from  Sec.  430,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  48,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  509. 

Sec.  915  from  Sec.  431,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  11,  Act  of  June  25, 
1885,  P.  L.  187. 
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Secs.  1001,  1002,  1003,  1004,  1005,  1006,  1007,  1008,  1009,  1010,  1011, 

1012,  1013,  1014,  1015,  1020,  1021,  1022,  1023,  1024,  1025,  1026, 

1027,  1028,  1029,  1030,  1031,  1032,  1033,  1034,  1035,  1036,  1037, 

1038,  1039,  1040,  1041,  1042,  1043,  1044,  1045,  1046,  1047,  1048, 

1049,  1050,  1051,  1052  and  1053,  composing  Article  X,  include  a 
complete  system  for  eminent  domain  and  the  assessment  of  damages 
and  benefits  to  coA’er  all  cases  under  the  proposed  Code  in  which  such 
right  is  exercised  and  such  procedure  necessary.  Portions  of  the 
provisions  therein  contained  are  taken  from  the  numerous  and  vary- 
ing provisions  under  the  existing  Code,  others  from  a similar  article 
in  the  Borough  Code  upon  which  this  article  is  modeled. 

Sec.  1101  from  Sec.  640,  Code. 

Sec.  1105.  New. 

Sec.  1110  from  Sec.  660,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  28,  1927, 
P.  L.  493;  the  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  Tune  13, 
1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  nil  from  Act  of  April  1,  1925,  P.  L.  100. 

Sec.  1115  from  Sec.  685,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Alay  5,  1911, 

P.  L.  123;  and  from  Sec.  686,  Code  which  was  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of 

May  5,  1911,  P.  L.  123,  as  amended  by  July  11,  1917,  P.  L.  777. 

Sec.  1120  from  Act  of  March  17,  1925,  P.  L.  38. 

Sec.  1125  from  Act  of  June  14,  1923,  P.  L.  801. 

Sec.  1130  from  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

Sec.  1131  from  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

Sec.  1132  from  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

Sec.  1133  from  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

Sec.  1135  from  Sec.  847,  Code  as  added  by  Act  of  April  28,  1927, 
P.  L.  496. 

Sec.  1136  from  Sec.  848,  Code  as  added  bv  Act  of  April  28,  1927, 
P.  L.  496. 

Sec.  1137  from  Sec.  849,  Code  as  added  bv  Act  of  April  28,  1927, 
P.  L.  496. 

Sec.  1138  from  Sec.  849A,  Code  as  added  by  Act  of  April  28,  1927, 
P.  L.  496. 

Sec.  1140  from  Sec.  850,  Code  as  added  by  Act  of  IMay  13,  1925, 
P.  L 673,  amended  by  Act  of  May  22,  1927,  P.  L.  55,  and  Act  of 
April  25,  1929,  P.  L.  769. 

Sec.  1141  from  Sec.  850,  Code  as  added  by  Act  of  IMay  13,  1925,  P. 
L.  673,  amended  by  Act  of  Adav  22,  1927,  P.  L.  55,  and  Act  of 
April  25,  1929,  P.  L.  769. 

Sec.  1142  from  Sec.  851,  Code  as  added  by  Act  of  April  25.  1929, 
P.  L.  769. 

Sec.  1143  from  Sec.  851,  Code  as  added  by  Act  of  April  25,  1929, 
P.  L.  769. 

Sec.  1144  from  Sec.  852,  Code  as  added  bv  Act  of  April  25,  1929, 
P.  L.  769. 

Sec.  1145  from  Sec.  853,  Code  as  added  by  Act  of  April  25,  1929, 
P.  L.  769. 

Sec.  1146  from  Sec.  854,  Code  as  added  by  Act  of  April  25,  1929, 
P.  L.  769. 

Sec.  1150  from  Sec.  695,  Code  covering  provisions  of  Sec.  28,  Act  of 
June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1151  from  Sec.  696,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  29,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 
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Sec.  1152  from  Sec.  699,  Code  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  10,  1921, 
P.  L.  427 ; the  Code  section  came  from  Secs.  32  and  67,  Act  of 
June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1155  from  Secs.  725  and  726,  Code  as  amended  by  Sec.  8,  Act  of 
May  16,  1921,  P.  h.  564. 

Sec.  1156  from  Sec.  727,  Code  as  added  by  Sec.  8,  Act  of  May  16,  1921, 
P.  L.  564,  and  amended  by  Act  of  June  14,  1923,  P.  L.  773,  Act 
of  April  29,  1925,  P.  L.  365,  and  Act  of  April  21,  1927,  P.  L.  337. 
'I'his  section  is  altered  by  providing  permits  to  be  issued  by  township 
authorities  and  the  fees  therefrom  payable  into  the  township  treas- 
ury, and  adding  a penal  clause. 

Sec.  1160  from  Sec.  735,  Code  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  16, 
1921,  P.  L.  554;  the  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  61,  Act  of 
June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1161  from  Sec.  737,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
23,  1909,  P.  L.  171,  Sec.  739,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
April  23,  1909,  and  Sec.  69,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

(Code  section  1066  providing  penalty  for  supervisors  omitted.) 

Sec.  1165  from  Sec.  750,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  26, 
1897,  P.  L.  98. 

Sec.  1170  from  Sec.  810,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  15, 
1911,  P.  L.  982. 

Sec.  1175  from  Sec.  830,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of 
April  1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  1176  from  Sec.  831,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act 
of  April  1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  1177  from  Sec.  832,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  April 
1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  1178  from  Sec.  833,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  1, 
1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  1179  from  Sec.  834,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  April  1, 
1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  1180  from  Sec.  835,  Code  which  come  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  April  1, 
1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  1185  from  Sec.  846,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  68,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1190  from  Sec.  710,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  1191  from  Sec.  711,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  1192  from  Sec.  712,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  1193  from  Sec.  713,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  1194  from  Sec.  714,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  1195  from  Sec.  715,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  1196  from  Sec.  716,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  1201  from  Secs.  670  and  671,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  10  and 
33  of  the  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1205  from  Act  of  April  4,  1929,  P.  L.  149. 


109 


vSec.  1210  from  Secs.  672,  673  and  674  of  the  Code  which  came  from 
Act  of  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  267. 

Sec.  1215  from  Act  of  June  20,  1919,  P.  L.  513. 

Sec.  1220  from  Act  of  May  1,  1925,  P.  L.  428. 

Sec.  1225  from  Sec.  820,  Code  which  came  from  Act  of  iNIav  28,  1907, 
P.  L.  287. 

Sec  1301  from  Sec.  890,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  31,  Act  of  pme 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1302  from  Sec.  891,  Code. 

Sec.  1305  from  Sec.  900,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  34,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1306  from  .Sec.  901,  Code  cvhich  came  from  Sec.  34,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551,  and  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  12,  1855,  P.  L.  220. 

Sec.  1310  from  .Sec.  910,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1 as  amended  by 
Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  15,  1911,  P.  L.  970,  and  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  11, 
1879,  P.  L.  146. 

Sec.  1315  from  Act  of  July  18,  1917,  P.  L.  1073. 

Sec.  144)1  from  Sec.  1040,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  june 
26,  1895,  P.  L.  324. 

Sec.  1402  from  Sec.  1041,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  Tune 
3,  1911,  P.  L.  638. 

Sec.  1403  from  Sec.  1042,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
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-Sec.  1531  from  Sec.  1157,  Code  as  added  by  Act  of  April  30,  1925, 
P.  L.  389.  Secs.  1530  and  1531  in  accord  with  Act  of  April 
27.  1927,  P.  L.  410. 

Sec.  1535  from  Sec.  1159,  Code  as  added  l)y  Act  of  April  30,  1925, 
P.  L.  389,  in  accord  with  Act  of  April  19,  1901,  P.  L.  82,  as  amended 
l)y  Act  of  July  13,  1913,  P.  L.  865. 

Sec.  1540  from  Sec.  1140,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act 
of  May  1,  1909,  P.  L.  306,  as  amended  hy  Act  of  June  15,  1911 
L.  966. 

Sec.  1541  from  Sec.  1141,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 

1,  1909,  P.  L.  306,  as  amended  hy  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  15,  1911, 
P.  L.  966. 

Sec.  1601  from  Sec.  1210,  Code  as  added  hy  Act  of  March  20,  1929, 
P.  L.  33. 

Sec.  1602  from  Sec.  1210,  Code  as  added  l)y  Act  of  March  20,  1929, 
P.  L.  33. 

Sec.  1603  from  Sec.  1211,  Code  as  added  hy  Act  of  March  20,  1929, 
P.  L.  33. 

Sec.  1604  from  Sec.  1212,  Code  as  added  hy  Act  of  March  20,  1929, 
P.  L.  33. 

Sec.  1605  from  Sec.  1213,  Code  as  added  hy  Act  of  March  20,  1929, 
P.  L.  33. 

Sec.  1606  from  Secs.  1205  and  1206,  Code  wliich  came  from  Secs.  1 and 
2 of  tlie  Act  of  June  1,  1911,  P.  L.  541. 

Sec.  1607  from  Sec.  1207,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  10,  Act  of  June 
15,  1913,  P.  L.  445. 

Sec.  1608  from  Sec.  1214,  Code  as  added  hy  Act  of  March  20,  1929, 
P.  L.  33. 

Sec.  1701  from  Sec.  1250,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
11,  1901,  P.  L.  169. 

Sec.  1702  from  Sec.  1220,  Code  as  amended  lyy  Act  of  April  10,  1929, 

]’.  L.  469,  and  Sec.  1221,  Code  as  amended  hy  Act  of  May  16, 

1921,  P.  P.  575;  the  original  Code  sections  came  from  Secs.  1 and 

2,  Act  of  June  26,  1895,  P.  L.  324. 

Sec.  1703  from  Sec.  1220,  Code  as  amended  l)y  Act  of  April  10,  1929, 
P.  L.  469;  the  original  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
June  26,  1895,  P.  L.\324. 

Sec.  1704  from  Secs.  1222  and  1223,  Code  whicli  came  from  Sec.  1, 
Act  of  June  10,  1901,  P.  L.  555,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
Aiu-il  IP  1913,  P.  P.  66. 

Sec.  1705  from  Sec.  1224,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June 

10.  1901,  P.  P.  555,  as  amended  hy  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  15,  1913, 

P.  P.  66. 

Sec.  1706  from  Sec.  1225,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June 
10,  1901,  P.  P.  555,  as  amended  hy  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  15,  1913, 
P.  P.  66. 

Sec.  1707  from  Secs.  1228  and  1229,  Code  which  came  from  Secs.  3 and 
4,  Act  of  June  10,  1901,  P.  P.  555. 

Sec.  1801  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  24,  1923,  P.  P.  442,  as  amended  hy 
Act  of  May  15,  1925,  P.  P.  642. 

Sec.  1802  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  24,  1923,  P.  P.  442.  Altered  to 
make  license  fees  payaljle  to  the  township  and  making  the  enforcing 
proceeding  summary. 

Sec.  1803  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  24,  1923,  P.  P.  442. 
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Sec.  1811  from  Sec.  1270,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 

17,  1883,  P.  L.  31. 

Sec.  1812  from  Sec.  1271,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
3,  1915  P.  L.  217. 

Sec.  1813  from  Act  of  May  14,  lh)25,  P.  h.  745. 

Sec.  1901  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  1*.  L.  784,  as  amended  hy 
Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484,  and  Act  of  March  24,  1927, 
P.  L.  56. 

Sec.  1902  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  (uly  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784,  as  amended  hy 
Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.‘ L.  484,  and  Act  of  iMarch  24,  1927, 
P.  P.  56. 

vScc.  1903  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  P.  784,  as  amended  by 
.-Xct  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  p!  484,  and  Act  of  March  24,  1927, 
P.  P.  56. 

Sec.  1904  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  P.  784,  as  amended  by 
Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  P.  484. 

vScc.  1905  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  Jul\-  8,  1919,  P.  1,.  784,  as  amended  by 
Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484,  and  Act  of  March  24,  1927^ 
P.  P.  56. 

Sec.  1906  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  P.  784,  as  amended  hy 
Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  I,.  484,  and  Act  of  Marcli  24,  1927, 
P.  P.  56. 

Sec.  1907  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  P.  784,  as  amended  by 
Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  P.  484,  and  Act  of  March  24,  1927, 
P.  P.  56. 

Sec.  2001  from  Sec.  1395,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  P.  537. 

Sec.  2002  from  Sec.  1397,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  March 
23,  1877,  P.  P.  20. 

v8cc.  2003  from  Sec.  1398,  Code  which  came  frojn  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
11,  1911,  P.  P.  298. 

Sec.  2004  from  Sec.  1399,  Code  \yhich  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
11,  1911,  P.  P.  298. 

Sec.  2005  from  Sec.  1400,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May 
11,  1911,  P.  P.  298. 

Sec.  2006  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of  April  17,  1929,  P.  P.  527  (No.  229). 
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Tentative  Draft  of 
Township  Reward  System  Law 


An  Act 


Establishing  and  regulating  a system  of  township  reward,  enabling  the 
Commonwealth  to  assist  hnancially,  townships  of  the  second 
class  in  the  construction,  improvement  and  maintenance  of  town- 
ship roads,  the  erection  and  construction  of  township  bridges 
and  the  purchase  and  installation  of  culvert  and  drain  pipe ; 
defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  county  commissioners,  town- 
ship supervisors  and  the  State  Department  of  Highways  in 
relation  thereto ; and  repealing  existing  laws  relating  thereto. 

Section  1.  Township  Reward  System  Established.  Be  it  en- 
acted by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  a system  of  township  reward  is  hereby 
established  by  the  Commonwealth  to  assist  townships  of  the  second  class 
in  the  construction  and  improvement  of  township  roads,  the  erection 
and  construction  of  township  bridges,  and  the  ijurchase  and  installation 
of  culvert  and  drain  pipe. 

Section  2.  Apportionment  of  Appropriations.  The  moneys  ap- 
propriated by  the  General  Assembly  for  township  reward  for  the  fiscal 
biennium  commencing  June  first,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  and  for  each  biennium  thereafter,  shall  be  apportioned  by  the 
State  Department  of  Highways  among  the  several  counties  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  miles  of  township  road 
located  in  townships  of  the  second  class.  Not  more  than  fifteen  per 
centum  of  any  appropriation  apportioned  to  any  county  shall  be  available 
in  any  one  township  in  such  county.  But  in  case  any  excess  in  the 
amount  set  aside  for  use  in  a county  remains  after  all  applications  from 
the  several  townships  in  the  county  have  been  considered,  the  State 
Department  of  Highways  shall  apportion  the  excess  among  the  town- 
ships that  have  applications  on  file  for  more  than  fifteen  per  centum. 
If  there  are  not  enough  applications  from  all  the  townships  in  a county, 
filed  on  or  before  May  first  of  the  year  next  succeeding  the  appropria- 
tion, to  exhaust  the  apportionment  of  township  rew'ard  to  such  county, 
then  such  excess  shall  be  apportioned  to  the  counties  where  the  applica- 
tions of  the  townships  call  for  the  expenditure  of  a sum  greater  than 
the  amount  originally  apportioned  to  said  county. 

Applications  filed  under  laws  existing  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 
act  for  which  agreements  have  not  been  issued  by  the  State  Department 
of  Highways,  because  of  insufficient  funds,  to  the  several  townships  on 
or  before  May  first,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-two,  shall 
be  void  unless  reaffirmed  by  the  township  supervisors  on  or  before  May 
first,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  biennially  there- 
after all  applications  on  file  shall  be  void  unless  reaffirmed  on  or  before 
May  first  of  each  odd-numbered  year. 

All  moneys  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  biennium  June  first,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one  to  June  first,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-three,  shall  be  apportioned  by  the  Department  of 
Highways  among  the  several  counties  in  proportion  to  the  estimated  re- 
wards payable  on  all  applications  filed  with  the  Department  of  High- 
ways, under  laws  existing  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  on  or  before 

205 


206 


September  thirtieth,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty.  If  any  town- 
ship or  townships  shall  fail  to  take  up  any  apportionment  allotted  to 
it  or  them  for  the  fiscal  biennium  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  to  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  on  or  before  January 
first,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-two,  then  such  moneys  shall 
be  applied  to  any  unsatisfied  applications  on  file  on  or  before  September 
thirtieth,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty,  in  the  order  of  their 
date  of  filing. 

Section  3.  Applications  for  Township  Reward.  Applications 
for  township  reward  for  the  construction  and  improvement  of  township 
roads,  and  for  the  erection  and  construction  of  township  bridges  shall  be 
made  by  the  township  supervisors  of  townships  of  the  second  class,  on 
or  before  May  first  of  each  year,  and  annually  thereafter  to  the  State 
Department  of  Highways  on  blanks  furnished  by  the  department,  which 
applications  shall  be  considered  by  the  department  by  counties  in  the 
order  of  filing.  Application  for  the  improvement  of  a road,  previously 
improved  with  the  aid  of  reward  moneys,  may  be  made,  but  not  for 
a lower  type  of  improvement. 

Section  4.  Classes  of  Improvements.  Rewards  shall  be  granted 
by  the  Commonwealth  only  for  improvements  at  least  one-fourth  mile 
in  length  (except  bridges,  pipes  and  drains)  of  the  following  classes: 

(a)  Grading  and  draining  a section  of  road  including  any  stream 
change. 

(b)  Using  gravel,  cinder  or  other  approved  materials  on  a graded 
and  drained  road. 

(c)  Constructing  a road  with  broken  stone  or  other  approved  ma- 
terial base  and  broken  stone,  slag,  gravel,  cinders  or  other  approved 
material  top  or  a traffic  bound  macadam  road  on  a graded  and  drained 
road. 

(d)  Constructing  a bituminous  surface  treated  macadam  road  an  a 
graded  and  drained  road. 

(e)  Constructing  a bituminous  surface  road. 

(f)  Erection  and  construction  of  bridges,  three  feet  or  more  span, 
of  concrete  or  stone,  or  both,  or  steel  bridges  with  floors  constructed  of 
materials  approved  by  the  State  Department  of  Highways. 

(g)  Purchase  and  installation  of  culvert  and  drain  pipes. 

Section  5.  Amount  of  Reward  Based  on  Assessed  Valuations. 

The  amount  of  reward  payable  by  the  Commonwealth  for  any  improve- 
ment shall  be  as  follows : 

(a)  In  townships  having  as  assessed  valuation  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  ($20,000)  per  mile  of  road  or  less,  seventy-five  per  centum 
(75%)  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  improvement. 

(b)  In  townships  having  an  assessed  valuation  per  mile  of  road 
of  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000)  but  less  than  thirty 
thousand  dollars  ($30,000),  sixty  per  centum  (60%)  of  the  actual  cost 
of  the  improvement. 

(c)  In  townships  having  as  assessed  valuation  per  mile  of  road 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000)  and  more,  fifty  per  centum  (50%) 
of  the  actual  cost  of  the  improvement. 

Section  6.  Standard  Widths  on  Which  Rewards  Based.  No 
reward  shall  be  paid  for  the  improvement  of  any  road  where  the  im- 
provement is  of  less  width  than  sixteen  feet  except  for  a nine  or  ten 
foot  road  improvement. 
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Section  7.  Primary  System  of  Township  Roads.  In  each  county 
there  shall  be  established,  as  soon  as  possible,  a primary  system  of 
township  roads.  Roads  on  the  primary  system  shall  be  selected  with 
respect  to  the  accommodation  afforded  to  the  traveling  public  to  reach 
centers  of  population  within  and  without  the  county.  The  primary 
system  of  township  roads  shall  be  established  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners of  each  county  and  the  supervisors  of  the  several  townships  with- 
in the  county,  but  shall  not  be  deemed  finally  adopted  until  it  has  been 
approved  by  the  State  Department  of  Highways.  After  such  final 
adoption,  the  county  commissoners  and  supervisors  may,  from  time  to 
time,  with  the  approval  of  the  Department  of  Highways,  add  additional 
spurs  or  roads  to,  or  eliminate  roads  from,  such  primary  system.  All 
roads  not  on  the  primary  system  shall  be  secondary  township  roads. 
When  the  system  of  primary  roads  has  been  finally  adopted  in  any 
county,  no  township  reward  moneys,  appropriated  by  the  Commonwealth, 
shall  thereafter  be  allocated  for  expenditure  in  any  township  except  for 
improvements  on  such  primary  road  system:  Provided,  however,  That 
reward  moneys  may  be  expended  for  culvert  and  drain  pipes  and 
bridges  on  the  secondary  system  of  township  roads. 

Section  8.  Letting  Contracts.  Township  Authorized  to  Do 
Work.  All  township  reward  improvements  may  be  made  by  the  township 
supervisors  of  such  township  by  contract,  to  be  let  by  the  township 
supervisors  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  after  three  weeks  publication 
in  at  least  two  newspapers  published  in  the  county  in  which  such  town- 
ship is  located  if  so  many  are  published  in  such  count}-,  or  such  im- 
])rovements  may  be  made  partly  by  the  township  and  partly  by  contract, 
to  be  let  only  after  advertisement  as  hereinbefore  provided.  All  the 
work  of  making  said  improvement  may  be  done  by  the  township. 

Section  9.  Approval  of  Plans  and  Specifications.  Before  any 
roads  are  constructed  or  improved  or  bridges  are  erected  or  constructed 
under  the  township  reward  system,  the  supervisors  of  the  township 
asking  for  township  reward  shall  furnish  to  the  State  Department  of 
Highways  a copy  of  the  plans  and  specifications  of  the  proposed  im- 
provement, together  with  estimates  of  the  cost  of  such  improvement, 
unless  such  plans  and  estimates  have  been  made  by  said  department.  No 
reward  shall  be  paid  to  any  township  until  the  State  Department  of 
Highways  has  approved  the  plans  and  specifications  as  filed  in  the 
department.  When  such  plans  and  specifications  have  been  approved, 
the  department  shall  certify  to  the  township  supervisors  the  proportion 
of  the  cost  of  such  improvement  which  the  Commonwealth  agrees  to  pay. 

Section  10.  Failure  to  Commence  Improvements  in  Time. 
Partial  and  Final  Payments  of  Reward  Moneys.  The  actual  work  of 
construction  and  improvement  of  any  township  reward  road  or  other 
reward  project  shall  be  commenced  within  the  time  specified  by  the 
State  Department  of  Highways.  If  not  so  commenced  the  department 
shall  have  power  to  withdraw  its  allocation  of  reward  moneys  for  the 
improvement.  When  any  township  reward  improvement  has  been  com- 
pleted to  the  extent  of  sixty  per  centum,  the  department  shall  in  cases 
where  the  total  amount  of  reward  is  two  thousand  dollars  ($2,000)  or 
more,  pay  to  the  township  fifty  per  centum  of  the  reward  moneys,  except 
where  the  improvement  is  for  the  construction  of  a traffic  bound  road, 
in  which  case  the  department  shall  apportion  the  total  amount  of  re- 
ward moneys  allocated  into  three  equal  sums,  and  one  such  equal  sum 
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shall  be  paid  to  the  township  each  year  over  a three-year  period  as  the 
work  for  each  year  is  completed.  Final  pa_\ments  of  reward  moneys 
due,  whether  the  total  or  the  part  remaining  unpaid,  shall  in  all  cases 
be  made  when  the  improvement  is  finally  completed. 

When  any  partial  or  annual  payment  is  due  any  township,  or  upon 
completion  of  the  work  for  which  township  reward  has  been  granted, 
according  to  the  plans,  specifications  and  contract,  as  shown,  in  either 
case,  by  the  sworn  statement  of  a majority  of  the  board  of  township 
supervisors  and  such  other  evidence  as  the  department  may  require,  the 
department  shall  certify  to  the  Auditor  General  the  amount  of  township 
reward  due  said  township  and  he  shall  draw  a warrant  upon  the  State 
Treasurer  to  the  township  treasurer  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  moneys 
approjiriated  for  such  purposes. 

Section  11.  Maintenance  of  Township  Reward  Roads.  State 
Aid.  Any  township  road  improved  under  the  reward  system,  shall  be 
maintained  by  the  township  in  accordance  with  standards  prescribed  by 
the  Department  of  Highways,  but  the  Commonwealth  shall  contribute 
towards  the  cost  of  such  maintenance. 

The  amount  contributed  by  the  Commonwealth  shall  not  exceed  fifty 
per  centum  of  such  cost  of  maintenance  in  townships  having  an  assessed 
valuation  of  more  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000)  per  mile  of 
road,  or  sixty  per  centum  in  townships  having  an  assessed  valuation  of 
more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000)  per  mile  of  road  but 
less  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000),  or  seventy-five  per  centum 
in  towmshij^s  having  an  assessed  valuation  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
($20,000),  or  less,  per  mile  of  road  of  the  yearly  maintenance  expense, 
and  in  the  case  of  bituminous  surface  treatment,  shall  not  exceed  four 
hundred  dollars  ($400)  per  mile  in  townships  having  an  assessed  valua- 
tion of  more  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000)  per  mile  of  road, 
or  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  ($480)  per  mile  in  townships  having 
an  assessed  valuation  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000) 
but  less  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000)  per  mile  of  road,  or  six 
hundred  dollars  ($600)  per  mile  in  townships  having  an  assessed  valu- 
ation of  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000)  or  less  per  mile  of  road; 
and  in  all  other  cases  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars  ($100)  per 
mile  in  townships  having  an  assessed  valuation  of  more  than  twenty 
thousand  dollars  ($20,000)  per  mile  of  road,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  ($120)  per  mile  in  townships  having  an  assessed  population  of 
more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000)  but  less  than  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  ($30,000)  per  mile  of  road,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($150)  per  mile  in  townships  having  an  assessed  valuation  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  ($20,000)  or  less  per  mile  of  road. 

The  aid  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  based  only  upon  road  sur- 
faces of  gravel,  shale,  cinder,  slag,  broken  stone,  asphalt,  bituminous 
surface  treated  macadam,  or  other  approved  material  of  a width  of 
sixteen  feet  and  a length  of  one  mile.  Corresponding  reduction  or 
addition  in  the  amount  of  maintenance  aid  shall  be  made  as  the  width 
of  the  im])roved  road  surface  is  decreased  or  increased.  No  maintenance 
aid  shall  be  paid  for  any  road  having  less  than  nine  feet  of  improved 
road  surface. 

Township  reward  roads  shall  be  maintained  by  the  supervisors,  but 
such  maintenance,  where  the  State  contributes,  shall  be  done  only  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  Highways. 
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Before  any  maintenance  work  is  performed  to  which  the  Common- 
wealth is  to  contribute,  the  supervisors  of  the  township  shall  petition  for 
aid  on  forms  prepared  and  furnished  by  the  Department  of  Highways, 
showing  the  nature  of  the  maintenance  work  to  be  done  with  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  such  work.  If  the  petition  and  estimate  is  approved  by 
the  Department  of  Highways  it  shall  certify  to  the  township  supervisors 
the  portion  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  which  the  Commonwealth  agrees 
to  pay.  Where  the  cost  of  maintenance  is  more  or  less  than  that  set 
forth  in  the  contract,  a proper  increase  or  deduction  in  the  aid  shall  be 
made  by  the  Commonwealth  not,  however,  exceeding  the  limitation  pro- 
vided in  this  section. 

Upon  final  completion  of  any  maintenance  work  for  which  aid  has 
been  granted  by  the  Commonwealth,  the  supervisors  shall  furnish  to 
the  Department  of  Highways  a sworn  statement  of  the  expenditures  and 
such  other  evidence  as  the  department  shall  require,  and  the  department 
shall  certify  to  the  Auditor  General  the  amount  due  the  township, 
which  shall  be  paid  in  the  usual  manner  out  of  moneys  appropriated  for 
such  purposes. 

Section  12.  Refusal  or  Neglect  to  Comply  With  Rules  and 
Regulations.  Upon  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  supervisors  of  any 
township  to  carry  out  the  instructions,  rules,  and  regulations  of  the 
State  Department  of  Highways,  then  the  department  may  withhold  from 
such  township  the  amount  to  which  it  would  otherwise  be  entitled  for 
the  year  in  which  said  neglect  or  refusal  occurred. 

Section  13.  Repeal.  Saving  Clause.  The  following  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  are  hereby  repealed  absolutely; 

I.  Sections  four  hundred  and  thirty-two,  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  four  hundred  and  thirty-four,  four  hundred  and  thirty-five,  four 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  four  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  of  the  act  approved  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen,  (P.  L.  840),  entitled  “An  act 
concerning  townships ; and  revising,  amending,  and  consolidating  the 
law  relating  thereto.” 

II.  The  act  approved  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  nineteen,  (P.  L.  969),  entitled  “An  act  to  amend  the  act, 
approved  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  seven- 
teen (Pamphlet  Laws,  eight  hundred  forty),  entitled  ‘An  act  concerning 
townships ; and  revising,  amending,  and  consolidating  the  law  relating 
thereto.’  ” 

III  The  act  approved  the  twenty-first  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  (P.  L.  334),  entitled  “An  act  to  further 
amend  section  four  hundred  thirty-four  of  the  act  approved  the  four- 
teenth day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  seventeen  (Pamphlet 
Laws,  eight  hundred  forty),  entitled  ‘An  act  concerning  townships; 
and  revising,  amending,  and  consolidating  the  law  relating  thereto.’  ” 

IV.  The  act  approved  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  (P.  L.  504),  entitled  “An  act  to  amend 
section  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  of  the  act,  approved  the  four- 
teenth day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen  (Pamphlet 
Laws,  eight  hundred  forty),  entitled  ‘An  act  concerning  townships; 
and  revising,  amending,  and  consolidating  the  law  relating  thereto,’  as 
amended.” 

V.  The  act  approved  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine,  (P.  L.  1057),  entitled  “An  act  to  amend  sections 
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four  hundred  and  thirty-two  and  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  of  the 
act,  approved  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventeen  (Pamphlet  Laws,  eight  hundred  forty),  entitled  ‘An  act  con- 
cerning townships ; and  revising,  amending  and  consolidating  the  law 
relating  thereto,’  as  amended.” 

VI.  The  act  approved  the  sixth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  (P.  L.  1543),  entitled  “An  act  to  amend 
section  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  of  the  act,  approved  the  fourteenth 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen  (Pamphlet  Laws, 
eight  hundred  forty),  entitled  ‘An  act  concerning  townships;  and  revis- 
ing, amending,  and  consolidating  the  law  relating  thereto,’  as  amended.” 

VII.  The  act  approved  the  seventh  day  of  May,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  (P.  L.  1584),  entitled  “An  act  to  amend 
section  four  hundred  and  thirty- four  of  the  act,  approved  the  fourteenth 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen  (Pamphlet  Laws, 
eight  hundred  forty),  entitled  ‘An  act  concerning  townships;  and  re- 
vising, amending,  and  consolidating  the  law  relating  thereto,’  as  amended.” 

VIII.  Section  one  of  the  act  approved  the  first  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  (P.  L.  1062),  entitled  “An  act 
providing  for  assistance  by  the  Commonwealth  in  the  maintenance  of 
township  reward  roads ; and  making  an  appropriation  out  of  the  Motor 
License  Fund  for  such  purposes.” 

IX.  The  act  approved  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  (P.  L.  1056),  entitled  “An  act  providing  for 
the  Commonwealth  to  share  in  the  cost  of  maintaining  township  reward 
roads.” 

But  such  repeal  shall  not  be  deemed  to  void  any  contract  or  any 
allocation  of  moneys  made  or  any  applications  for  township  reward 
filed  with  the  State  Department  of  Highways  under  or  in  accordance 
with  such  repealed  laws. 
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Harrisburg,  Pa., 
January  . . . . , 1931 

To  the  General  Assembly, 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Session  of  1931. 

The  Township  Law  Revision  Commission  of  the  Commonwoaltli 
of  Pennsylvania  re.spectfully  submits  tlie  following-  report  : 

Legislation  Creating  the  Commission 

At  the  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  1929,  the  following- 
law  was  duly  enacted : 

AN  ACT 

Creating  a commission  to  study  the  law  relating  to  townships ; to 
revise,  restate,  and  harmonize  existing  laws,  and  eliminate  in- 
consistent, overlapping,  and  redundant  provisions  of  law  which 
appear  obsolete,  or  repealed  by  implication ; and  to  draft  such  new 
laws  as  may  appear  necessary ; and  to  consolidate  the  laws  re- 
lating to  townships,  and  draft  a separate  code  for  each  class  of 
townships;  and  making  an  appropriation. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &e..  That  a commission  is  hereby  cre- 
ated, to  consist  of  three  commissioners  of  townships  of  the  first  class, 
one  of  whom  shall  be  learned  in  the  law,  three  super\-isors  of  townships 
of  the  second  class,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  two  mend)ers 
of  the  Senate,  one  of  whom  shall  be  learned  in  the  law,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President  Pro  Tempore  of  the  Senate,  and  two  members  of  the 
llouse  of  Representatives,  one  of  Avhom  shall  be  learned  in  the  law, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
commission  shall  select  from  its  membership  a chairman,  and  shall 
elect  a secretary  who  need  not  be  a member  of  the  commission.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commission  to  study  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth relating  to  townships,  to  revise,  restate,  and  harmonize  exist- 
ing laws,  to  eliminate  inconsistent,  redundant,  and  overlapping  pro- 
visions of  law  which  appear  obsolete  or  repealed  by  implication,  and 
to  draft  such  new  laws  as  may  ai^pear  necessary  to  the  conduct  of  af- 
fairs of  townships  in  a proper  economical  and  efficient  manner,  and  to 
consolidate  such  laws  as  relate  to  townships  into  a separate  code  for 
each  class  of  townships. 

Section  2.  The  members  of  the  commission  shall  not  receive  any 
compensation  for  their  services,  but  shall  be  reimbursed  for  all  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  The  commission 
shall  have  power  to  employ  a secretary,  and  such  clerks  and  stenog- 
raphers as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

The  commission  shall  make  a report  to  the  General  Assembly  not 
later  than  February  first,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

.Section  3.  The  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  ($15,000),  or 
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so  iiiucli  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  speeifleally  appropri- 
ated to  the  commission  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  ont  the  provisions 
ot  this  act,  and  for  the  payment  of  expenses  of  tlie  commission,  and 
the  compensation  and  expenses  of  the  secretary,  clerks  and  stenog- 
rapliers. 

Payments  from  said  appropriation  shall  be  made  on  requisition 
of  the  ehaii'man  of  the  commission  by  vai-rant  of  the  Auditor  Gen- 
ei-al  on  llie  State  Treasurer. 

1 he  commission  shall  be  lurnished  the  necessary  stationery  and 
oftice  supplies,  and  liave  all  necess<iry  ])rintiug  done  by  the  proper 
departments  of  the  tState,  upon  requisition  of  the  chairman  of  the 
commission. 

Ap])roved — The  26th  day  of  Ajiril,  A.  D.  1929. 

John  S.  Fisher 


II 

ApPOINTilENT  OP  i\[EiIBERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  laAv,  the  following  persons 
were  appointed  as  members  of  the  Commission : The  Governor  ap- 
pointed Charles  A.  Domielly,  Township  Commissioner,  of  Upper  Darby 
Township,  Delaware  County;  Andrew  IMacDonald,  Towmship  Commis- 
sioner of  Lower  Merion  Township,  ^Montgomery  County;  Clarence  W. 
Sclieck,  Township  Commissioner  of  IMoiint  Lebanon  Township,  Alle- 
gheny County;  li.  S.  lUackwood,  Supervisor  of  ChippeAva  ToAvnship, 
Leaver  County;  Samuel  L.  Smedley,  Sr.,  Super\usor  of  Bdgemont 
ToAvnshi|),  DehiAvare  County,  and  K.  i\l.  Liddle,  Supervisor  of  Sandy 
ToAvnship,  C'leartield  County.  The  President  Pro  Tempoi'e  of  the  Sen- 
ate appointed  the  folloAving  Senators.-  John  E.  Knnkle  of  Westmore- 
land County  and  Jolin  J.  McClure  of  DehiAvare  County.  The  Speaker 
of  the  House  ap])ointed  the  folloAving  Members  of  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives;  George  L.  Reed  of  DaiiiJiin  County,  and  Frederick  C. 
Peters  of  Montgomery  County.  Senator  George  T.  Weingartner  Avas 
subsequently  appointed  by  the  President  Pro  Tempore  to  fill  the  ari- 
cancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Senator  Knnkle. 

III 

Organization  of  Commission 

Pursuant  to  the  call  of  the  Governor,  the  members  appointed  met 
for  organization  in  the  Govei-nor’s  Reception  Room  at  the  State  Capitol, 
Tuesday,  October  22,  1929.  The  Commission  organized  bj"  electing 
Senator  John  E.  Knnkle  chairman.  Representative  George  L.  Reed 
as  Auce  chairman,  William  H.  MJiitaker  as  secretary,  and  Harold  A. 
Thomson  as  clerk.  Later,  John  H.  Fertig,  representing  the  Legis- 
lative Reference  Bureau,  Avas  de.signated  as  counsel  to  the  Commis- 
sion. Just  jirior  to  Christmas,  1929,  the  Commission  Avas  saddened  by 
the  death  of  its  chairman.  Senator  John  E.  Knnkle,  and  at  its  meeting 
in  Pittsburgh,  January  8,  1930,  adopted  resolutions  of  sorroAV  and 
.sympathy,  Avhieh  Avere  foiuvarded  to  his  family.  At  the  same  meet- 
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ing’,  Senator  John  J.  ]\[eCInre  wass  elected  to  succeed  Senator  Kiinkle 
as  chairman. 

IV 

jMeetixgs  of  Com-mission  a^td  Public  Heakinos 

At  a meeting  held  in  Harrisburg  on  November  8,  1929,  the  Com- 
mission decided  to  hold  three  public  hearing's,  the  first  in  the  Lower 
IMerion  Township  Hall,  Ardmore,  on  December  I,  1929,  the  second  in 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Bnilding,  Pittsburgh,  on  January  8,  19M0, 
and  the  third  in  the  Senate  Caucus  Room  at  the  State  Capitol,  Harris- 
burg, on  Pebruaiy  5,  1930. 

These  meetings  were  thorougldy  advertised  tlirough  the  press  and 
by  the  mailing  of  letters  from  the  secretary's  office  to  the  township 
officers  of  the  various  townships.  The  public  meeliug.s  were  well 
attended,  and  a number  of  citizens  addressed  the  C’ommission.  sug- 
gesting various  changes  in  and  additions  to  the  towiishiji  laws,  and 
giving  tlie  Commission  the  benefit  of  much  ])i'actical  experience.  Hany 
of  the  suggestions  offered  at  these  meetings  were  finally  incorjwi-ated 
in  the  drafts  of  legislation  which  are  herewith  submitted  for  the 
con.sideration  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Hembers  of  the  Commission,  the  secretary,  and  clerk  attended  the 
meetings  of  the  State  Association  of  Township  Supervisors  held  at 
Scranton,  February  11  and  12.  1930,  and  tlie  State  Association  of 
Township  Commissioners  held  at  Allentown,  Marcli  17  and  18,  1930. 
At  these  conventions  the  views  of  the  toAvnship  officers  were  obtained 
and  the  plans  of  the  Comnussion  outlined.  The  clerk  to  the  Com- 
mis.sion  al.so  attended  and  addressed  forty-two  conventions  of  Comity 
Associations  of  Township  Supervisors  and  Auditors,  outlining  the 
work  of  the  Commission.  Hany  valuable  .suggestions  were  received 
from  these  sources. 

Honthly  meetings  of  the  Commission  in  executive  session  were 
held,  except  during  the  months  of  Jul\'.  August,  September  and 
October,  1930.  At  these  meetings  a careful  revision  of  the  town.ship 
law  was  undertaken  by  sub-committees  with  the  assistance  of  the  staff 
of  the  Legislative  Reference  Bureau.  Each  section  of  law  was  read 
and  thoroughly  discussed,  and  such  changes,  additions  and  eliminations 
made  as  appeared  advisable. 

V 

Scope,  Plan,  Work  and  Recojimendations  op  Com.missiox 

To  facilitate  and  expedite  the  work  of  the  Commission  in  executive 
session,  it  was,  on  motion,  decided  to  divide  the  Commission  into  two 
sub-committees,  one  to  consider  and  draft  a code  of  laws  for  townships 
of  the  first  class,  and  the  other  to  consider  and  draft  a code  of  laws  for 
townships  of  the  second  class.  Such  a procedure  was  necessitated 
since  Section  1 of  the  Act  of  April  26,  1929,  P.  L.  842,  which  creates 
the  Commission,  reipiires  it  to  consolidate  the  township  laws  into  “A 
separate  code  for  each  class  of  townships.”  While  this  requirement 
increases  the  bulk  of  the  township  law,  since  many  provisions  are 
thus  duplicated,  nevertheless,  it  serves  useful  purpose,  and  elinii- 
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nates  the  necessity  of  ascertaining  to  whieli  class  or  classes  of  town- 
ships a particular  provisio}i  of  the  Code  applies.  This  is  one  of  the 
difficulties  experienced  in  using  the  Township  Code  of  1917.  The 
Commission  is  tn  hearty  accord  ivith  the  plan  coclifymg  separately  the 
law  for  each  class  of  municipalities. 

During  the  early  deliberations  of  the  Coniinission,  it  was  found 
]iecessary  to  adopt  a definite  policy  with  res])ect  to  the  legislative  field 
which  the  Coniinission  intended  to  cover  in  the  legislation  to  be  drafted. 
The  Comini.ssion  construes  the  act  creating  it,  as  intending  to  charge 
it  vdth  the  duty  of  revising  and  bringing  to  date  substantially  the  law 
contained  in  the  Code  of  1917.  and  drawing  and  submitting  such  other 
hills  on  subjects  not  jiroperly  incorporated  in  the  Code  as  are  peculiar 
to  townshi])s.  It  concluded  that  it  Avas  not  justified,  under  its  powers, 
to  rovise  general  laAvs  Avhich  affect  all  classes  of  municipalities,  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  hiAv  on  municipal  indebtedness,  municipal  and  tax 
liens,  assessment  of  i)ro])erty  for  taxation,  collection  of  taxes,  free 
non-sectarian  libraries,  etc.  All  of  the  municipal  codes  adopted  to 
date  have  carefully  eliminateil  these  pi'OAUsions  on  the  theory  that  they 
eonpirehend  subjects  Avhere  uniformity  in  practice  should  be  pre.served 
among  the  several  cla.sses  of  municipalities.  The  same  policy  is  fol- 
loAA'ed  in  the  dz’afts  of  legislation  hereAAuth  submitted.  The  general 
municipal  laAv  is  not  disturbed. 

A great  numlier  of  suggestions  received  referred  to  the  matter  of 
lax  asse.ssments  and  collections.  All  sorts  of  ideas  Avere  advanced  to 
correct  the  cAdls  AA’liich  admittedly  exist  in  our  present  local  tax  system. 
But  the  Commission  felt  that  it  could  jiot,  under  its  powers  and  policy, 
ado})t  any  of  these  suggestions.  The  Commission,  however,  urges  the 
General  Assemhly  to  take  cognizance  of  the  inequalities  which  now 
exist  in  the  taxation  of  real  property,  and.  heartily  favors  the  modern- 
izing of  the  local  tax  laws  and  the  adoption  of  sound  husmess  and 
administrative  methods.  The^  Commission  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  more  than  $5,000,000  is  expended  annually  for  the  collection  of 
local  taxes. 

The  Commiasion,  in  prejAaring  its  drafts,  AA^as  not  unmindful  of 
the  fact  that  fher<'  A\ere  fifty-eight  tOAA^nships  of  the  first  class  in  the 
CommonAvealth  pi'ior  to  tlo'  1980  census,  most  of  AAhich  are  suburbs 
of  large  cities  in  Philadelphia.  Allegheny,  Luzerne  and  Lackawanna 
Counties.  Some  of  these  tOAvmships  liaA^e  larger  populations  and  area 
than  many  third  cla.ss  cities.  Thus,  an  expansion  of  their  corporate 
l)OAA’ers  Avas  deemed  necessary  to  adAmnce  the  cause  of  good  goAmrnment 
and  munici]ial  improAmments,  and  to  eliminate  the  restrictions  which 
presently  exist.  These  ncAv  poAvers  Avere  carefully  framed  and  amply 
safeguarded.  Practically  all  of  them  AA^ere  taken  from  existing  laAVS 
applying  to  other  classes  of  municipalities. 

One  matter  on  Avhich  the  Commission  heard  much  testimony  was 
the  collection  of  the  Liquid  Fuels  Tax  from  municipalities.  Officials 
of  municipalities  feel  that  the  collection  of  this  tax  is  not  justified 
and  is  (>ontrary  to  the  practice  in  other  states.  The  Commission  is 
aAAare  of  the  fact  that  no  exemption  is  granted  in  the  Liqu.id  Fuels  Tax 
IjaAv  because  tlu'  con.stitntionality  of  such  an  exemption  is  feared.  The 
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Commission,  liowover,  is  of  tlio  0[)inioii  tliat  tlie  eonrl.s  of  Pennsylvania 
will,  when  the  matter  is  aecurately  presented,  follow  the  tlieories  de- 
veloped by  courts  of  other  states  and  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
to  the  effect,  that  the  constitutional  clause  requiring  taxes  to  be  uniform 
applies  only  to  property  taxes  and  not  to  excises.  It,  therefore,  recom- 
mends that  the  Liquid  Fuels  Tax  Laiv  he  amended  so  as  to  exempt 
from  the  tax  liquid  fuels  purchased  hy  municipalities. 

In  handling  its  detail  work  the  Commission  has  had  the  constant 
assistance  and  services  of  the  Legislative  Reference  Bureau.  This 
Bureau  gathered  together,  classified,  and  inserted  into  the  Code  of 
1917  all  legislation  enacted  since  that  date;  and  then  prepared  for  the 
use  of  the  Commission  a code  of  existing  law  for  each  class  of  town- 
ships. With  this  as  a foundation,  the  sub-committees  commenced  the 
work  of  revision,  taking  into  consideration  the  suggestions  wliich  had 
been  offered,  and  taking  full  advantage  of  tlie  practical  experience-  of 
the  township  commissioners  and  townsliip  sui)ervisor.s  who  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission. 

A preliminary  draft  of  the  proposed  codes  was  completed,  printed 
in  bulletin  form  and  mailed  to  interested  parties  throughout  the  State. 
The  public  was  generally  invited  to  .study  the  proposed  Codes  care- 
fully and  to  .submit  any  further  suggestions  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Commission  not  later  than  November  1,  1930. 

At  meetings  of  the  Commission  held  November  18  and  19, 
1930,  the  final  revisions  were  completed  and  are  now  submitted  to  the 
General  Assembly  as  a part  of  this  report.  Immediately  following- 
each  of  tlie  township  co<les  will  be  found  an  exposition  showing  the 
sources  of  the  various  provisions,  with  such  explanatory  notes  as  Avere 
deemed  necessary  to  clarify  the  various  sections  for  those  interested. 
These  notes,  prepared  by  the  Legislative  Reference  Bureau  staff,  will 
ultimately  find  their  Avay  into  the  digests  of  statutory  laAvs  where  they 
Avill  be  preserved  for  the  future. 


VI 

Annexation  of  Territory 

The  Commission  has  given  much  time  and  consideration  to  the 
question  of  the  annexation  of  parts  of  townships  to  adjacent  boroughs 
and  cities.  It  realizes  that  the  jirogress  and  dev^elopment  of  boroughs 
and  cities  depends  in  large  measure,  upon  1he  exiiansioii  of  tlieir 
territories  by  annexation.  But  the  carving  up  of  townships  by  annex- 
ation frecpiently  leaves  the  remainder  of  a townsliip  with  so  low  an 
a.sses.sed  valuation  that  it  is  unable  to  raise  sufficient  revonia-  to  carry 
on  its  affairs.  The  injustices  resulting  in  such  ca.ses  have  been  ap|)reci- 
ated  by  the  public  school  authorities,  and  amendments  to  the  School 
Code  vest  power  in  the  State  Council  of  Education  to  preserve  exist- 
ing township  school  districts  where  municipal  annexations  are  eff<H-ted. 
In  the  end  this  system  will  bring  into  being  conditions  similar  to  those 
found  with  respect  to  local  poor  districts,  Avhere,  in  many  localities, 
the  territory  of  a poor  district  is  found  to  overlap  municipal  and  county 
lines.  In  the  report  of  the  Commis.sion  to  codify  and  revise  the  laws 
relating  to  poor  districts,  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  1925,  the 


Coiiiinission  says,  tliat  “ It  is  freciuently  impossible,  from  a .seareli  of 
tlie  laws,  to  (leliiiitely  fix  the  status  of  many  local  poor  districts  or  their 
exact  territory.  Possibly  the  worst  confusion  is  caused  by  mnnicipal 
incorporations  and  the  annexations  of  territory.  This  brings  about  a 
changing-  of  municipal  lines  wdiile  the  lines  of  the  poor  district  remain 
rigid.  Thus,  the  territory  of  a city  or  borough,  due  to  its  recent  in- 
corporation or  gi-owth,  is  found  to  lie  })artly  in  several  poor  districts.” 
This  was  one  of  the  cA-ils  which  the  Poor  Law  Commission  attempted 
to  remedy,  and  Avas  also  one  of  the  evils  Avhich  In-ought  about  the  enact- 
ment of  the  School  Code  of  PHI,  Avhich  made  municipal  and  school 
district  lines  coextensh’e. 

Smce  the  law  (inveniing  such  annexations  is  found  in  the  codes 
relating  to  horonghs  and  cities,  the  Coiiiinission  is  of  the  opinion  that 
it  has  no  jurisdiction  to  draw  ang  legislation  on  the  suhjeci,  hut  it 
rcspecifnllij  calls  the  inatter  to  the  attention  of  the  General  As>seinhly 
as  one  needing  correction,  and  recoinnicnds  a ppropriate  action. 


VII 

Township  Reward 

The  reward  system  for  roads  in  townshijis  of  the  second  class  was 
inserted  into  the  Township  Code  of  1917  by  way  of  amendment.  The 
most  divergent  opinions  were  registered  Avith  respect  to  this  subject. 
The  (Vmimission  finally  concluded  to  reframe  this  hiAV  and  submit  its 
draft  of  legislation  in  the  foi-m  of  a separate  bill.  The  contents  of 
the  bill  and  the  changes  from  the  existing  system  are  set  forth  in  the 
summaries  of  legislation  (Division  XI)  in  a later  part  of  the  report. 
The  (lommission  believes  this  laAv  is  not  properly  a jiart  of  the  ToAvn- 
ship  Code,  but  belongs  rather  Avith  the  hiAVS  under  Avhich  the  higlnvay 
system  of  the  CommoiiAvealth  is  being  develojied  and  improved. 
Furthermore,  the  subject  is  such  a debatable  one  that  the  inclusion  of 
it  in  a code  might  endanger  the  ])assage  of  other  needed  legislation. 
The  ])roposals  submitted  for  a toA\-nship  rcAvai-d  system,  are,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Connnission,  sound. 

VIII 

Sum  Ai aka:  op  LvipoitTANT  Ciianoes  Proposed 
I.X  ('odes  SUB.AIITTED 

'I'he  imjmi-tant  changes  proposed  in  the  hiAV  for  townships  of  tlu^ 
first  and  second  class  are  numerous,  and  to  facilitate  the  Avork  of  the 
L(*gislatui-e  in  the  considei-ation  of  the  coties,  these  changes  have  been 
summarized  in  the  material  Avhich  follows.  Tfie  summary  is  divided  into 
three  parts:  first,  the  changes  proposed  in  the  laAV  relating  to  toAvn- 
ships  of  the  first  class  (Division  IX);  second,  the  changes  proposed 
in  the  laAv  relating  to  toAvnships  of  the  second  ela.ss,  (Division  X)  ; 
and  third,  an  exposition  of  the  proposed  ToAvnship  Reward  Law, 
(Division  XI). 
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IX 

Townships  op  the  First  Class 
Classification  of  Toivnships 

Existing  laws  provide  that  when  a township  of  the  second  class 
has  a population  of  at  least  three  hundred  inhabitants  to  the  scpiare 
mile,  such  township  becomes  automatically  a township  of  the  first 
class.  Consequently,  all  townships  now  having’  this  population  are  des- 
ignated townships  of  the  first  class,  and  all  other  townships  of  the 
second  class. 

It  is  recommended  that  this  method  of  changing  classes  be  dis- 
continued, and  that  when  a township  of  the  second  class  has  the  re- 
quired population,  it  .shall  not  become  a first  class  township  until  the 
electors  have  voted  for  the  change. 

The  pre.sent  arbitrary  .system  frequently  forces  a township  into 
the  first  class  when  it  could  be  best  administered  as  a second  class 
township.  The  instant  a tOAvnship  goes  into  the  first  class  it  loses  all 
township  reward  assistance  from  the  Commonwealth. 

Crefition  of  Townships  of  the  First  Class 

When  townships  of  the  second  class  reach  a population  of  three 
hundred  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile,  as  ascertained  hy  the  United 
States  census  or  by  a special  enumeratiou,  the  question  of  becoming 
a township  of  the  first  class  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  electors  and  the 
change  of  class  is  to  be  governed  by  their  decision.  So  also  the  cre- 
ation of  a first  cla.ss  township  may  lie  effected  by  the  division  of  an 
existing  township  or  by  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more  townships, 
but  only  when  the  electors  affected  by  the  division  or  consolidation 
have  voted  for  the  change. 

When  a township  of  the  first  class  is  created,  the  township  govern- 
ment is  organized  on  the  fii’st  iMonday  of  January  next,  by  appointed 
officers  who  hold  office  until  officers  can  be  elected  at  the  fir.st  municipal 
election. 

Officers 

The  minimum  number  of  township  commissioners  in  town.ships 
not  divided  into  wards  and  in  townships  having  less  Ilian  seven 
wai'ds  was  increased  from  five  to  seven. 

A procedure  has  been  jirovided  to  remove  township  conimissionei's 
wlio  refuse  to  organize. 

The  compensation  of  township  comnii.ssioners  was  gi'adiiated  ac- 
cording to  population,  as  follows;  less  than  five  thousand,  one  hun- 
dred dollars  ($100)  ; five  thousand  to  twenty-five  thousand,  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  ($200)  ; above  twentv-five  thousand,  three  hundred  dol- 
lars ($300). 

Specific  powers  have  been  conferred  to  appoint  a solicitor  and 
township  engineer  with  such  ]iowers  as  are  usually  conferred  on 
such  officers  of  municipalities. 
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JJiffieully  lias  been  experienced  in  secnring'  bonds  for  tlie  treas- 
urer as  tax  collector  in  some  first  class  townships,  because  the  amount 
required  is  the  face  value  of  the  duplicate.  This  has  been  reduced 
to  fifty  per  centum  of  the  duplicate.  It  is  felt  that  this  amount  will 
amply  protect  the  township. 

The  present  compensation  of  tlie  township  treasurer  is  five  per 
centum  of  all  taxes  collected  and  one  per  centum  of  all  other  moneys, 
unless  a lower  rate  is  fixed  by  the  hoard  of  commissioners.  The  com- 
missioners thus  have  full  power  to  regulate  this  compensation,  and  in 
some  of  the  townships  the  commissioners  have  been  materially  scaled 
down.  Additional  power  has  been  conferred  to  fix  an  annual  compen- 
sation for  all  services  in  lieu  of  a percentage,  and  a limit  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  ($10,000)  has  been  imposed  which  may  not  be  exceeded. 

The  treasurer  will  hereafter  be  required  to  promptly  deposit  all 
moneys  of  the  toAvnship  in  the  name  of  the  township,  and  the  com- 
missioners are  required  to  name  depositories  of  township  funds  and 
require  them  to  give  security.  Tliis  relieves  the  treasurer  and  his 
bond  in  case  of  a bank  failure. 

In  connection  witli  the  estal)lishment  of  the  office  of  township 
engineer,  provision  was  made  for  the  establishment  of  a deed  reg- 
istry, similar  to  the  kind  used  in  third  class  cities.  This  system  is  not 
mandatory,  but  will  be  of  great  assistance  to  assessors  wherever 
established. 

The  office  of  township  auditor  is  abolished  and  in  his  stead  the 
court  of  common  pleas  is  required,  annually,  to  appoint  a certified  pub- 
lic accountant  to  audit  the  books  of  the  towuiship,  unless  the  office  of 
controller  has  been  established.  Additional  power  is  conferred  on  the 
certified  public  accountant,  acting  as  auditor,  to  enter  any  surcharge 
as  a judgment  and  proceed  to  its  collection  for  the  benefit  of  the  town- 
ship. Instead  of  having  such  an  auditor,  a township  is  empowered  to 
create  the  office  of  controller. 

More  specific  provisions  have  l^een  incorporated  Avith  regard  to 
the  organization,  control  and  regulation  of  the  police  force. 

Corporate  Poivers 

The  corporate  poAvers  have  been  materially  amplified.  Among  the 
ncAv  powers  conferred  are  these  relating  to  the  creation  of  offices,  po- 
sitions and  (lepartmenls  necessary  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the 
township;  the  emjfioyment  of  the  assessor  and  assistant  assessors  when 
not  engaged  on  the  county  assessment;  the  licensing  of  shows,  circuses, 
sports,  and  anins(onpnts ; the  abatonent  of  nuisances;  prohibiting 
mauufactuie  and  sale  of  inflannnalde  and  explosive  substances;  regu- 
lating party  Avails  and  parlition  fences;  making  fire  regulations  and 
abating  fire  hazards;  regulating  markets  and  market  houses;  regulat- 
ing and  licensing  junk  dealers,  paAvnbrokers,  hucksters,  peddlers,  ven- 
dors, auctions  and  auctioneers;  inspecting  milk;  numbering  build- 
ings ; enacting  smoke  regulations ; regulating  disorderly  conduct ; 
authorizing  the  insuring  of  any  public  liability  of  the  tOAvnship;  mak- 
ing of  contracts  of  group  insurance ; and  erecting  comfort  and  waiting 
stations  and  drinking  fountains. 
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Board  of  Health 

The  law  providing  for  the  organization  and  administration  of 
boards  of  health  have  been  made  a part  of  the  Code. 

Finance  and  Taxation 

Power  has  been  conferred  to  make  temporary  loans  not  exceeding 
one  year  in  anticipation  of  taxes  levied  and  to  be  collected  during  the 
current  year. 

The  township  commissioners  are  required  to  keep  records  of  sink- 
ing fund  moneys,  and  make  investments  only  in  State,  Federal  and 
their  own  bonds.  The  law  was  restored  reqiTiring  that  when  benefits 
for  an  improvement  are  collected,  they  must  be  credited  to  the  sinking 
fund  for  the  retirement  of  obligations  issued  for  such  improvement. 

The  present  law,  requiring  unanimous  action  of  the  board  of  town- 
ship commissioners  to  present  a petition  to  court  for  an  increase  in 
the  annual  tax  levy,  was  changed  so  as  to  require  only  a majority  action, 
and  specific  power  was  conferred  to  levy  a separate  tax  for  interest 
and  sinking  fund  requirements. 

Due  to  the  penalties  imposed  by  Act  No.  541  of  the  Session  of  1929, 
the  penalties  on  township  taxes,  which  were  one  per  centum  per  month 
after  a fixed  date,  were  limited  to  the  year  in  which  the  taxes  were 
levied. 

Specific  authority  was  granted  to  make  exonerations  of  occupa- 
tion taxes. 


Contracts 

The  various  general  provisions  relating  to  contracts,  entered 
into  by  townships,  have  been  gathered  into  one  article.  Publications 
for  bids  were  reduced  from  three  to  two  weeks.  Provision  was  made 
exempting  from  the  contractural  provisions  the  purchase  of  patented 
articles. 

The  Act  of  April  20,  1927,  P.  L.  350,  which  prohibits  architects 
and  engineers  employed  by  a township  from  bidding  on  or  being  in- 
terested in  public  work  generally,  has  been  restricted  so  as  to  apply 
only  to  public  work  in  the  townshi]).  The  Commission  sees  no  rea- 
son Avhy  a consulting  architect  or  engineer,  by  reason  of  his  employ- 
ment by  a township,  shoidd  be  probibited  from  bidding  on  public 
work  where  tlie  township  lias  no  interest.  Similar  prohibitions  have 
been  extended  against  township  officers  and  employes. 

Eminent  Domain  and  the  Assessment  of  Damages  and  Benefits 

The  entire  law  relating  to  the  procedure  for  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  eminent  domain  and  the  assessment  of  damages  and  benefits 
by  viewers’  proceedings  has  been  revised,  and  a consolidated  procedure 
modeled  on  provisions  in  the  borough  law  has  been  included.  This 
will  materially  lessen  the  bulk  of  the  law  and  at  the  same  time  produce 
clarity  and  nniformit,v  in  all  proceedings  of  this  nature. 
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Hoads,  Streets  and  Ilighioays 

Tlie  laws  relating  to  the  improvement  of  highways  are  numerous 
and  complicated.  Many  different  systems  have  been  enacted  to  accom- 
plish the  same  purpose.  To  obviate  this  condition  two  simple  systems 
have  been  drafted,  one  for  improvements  where  the  cost  of  the  im- 
provement is  assessed  against  abutting  property  owners  by  viewers 
according  to  benefits,  and  the  other  where  the  improvement  is  with 
or  withoxit  petition  and  where  tlie  cost  of  the  improvement  or  part 
thereof  is  assessed  by  the  foot-front  rule.  In  both  cases  the  drafts 
have  been  modeled  on  the  borough  law.  S])ecifie  provisions  have  been 
inclnded  fo]-  the  paving  of  additional  Avidths,  where  a defined  width 
is  paA^ed  by  the  State  or  county  as  a State  or  State-aid  higliAA^ay  or 
county  road. 

I’he  pj-oceedings  for  the  laying-out  and  opening  of  roads  leading 
to  driving  parks,  fair  grounds,  etc.,  have  been  eliminated  as  applying 
to  special  cases  and  of  no  general  interest. 

Separate  ju’oceedings,  for  tlie  grading  and  consti'uction  of  curbs 
and  gutters  on  roads  leading  to  or  connecting  cities,  boroughs,  vil- 
lages and  places  of  public  resort,  and  for  the  comstmction  of  additional 
Avidths  Avhere  the  county  paves  a road,  have  also  been  eliminated  as 
covered  by  the  board  poAvers  conferred  for  the  improvement  of  roads 
and  streets. 

Provisions  relating  to  ditches,  drains  and  watercourses  and  private 
interferences  thereAvith  have  been  re-written  and  the  township  con- 
sent for  such  purposes  required. 

Sidewalks 

The  entire  law  on  this  subject  has  been  re-Avritten  and  power  con- 
ferred to  require  abutting  oAvners  to  construct  and  keep  sidewalks  in 
repair  or  to  have  the  toAvnship  do  the  same  and  collect  the  cost.  Pro- 
visions liaA^e  also  been  included  to  have  the  toAvnships  build  sideAvalks 
Avithont  requiring  the  owners  to  do  so. 

Sewers 

No  material  change  has  been  made  in  the  laAV  relating  to  seAvers, 
but  the  provisions  liaA^e  been  simplified  by  eliminating  the  many  sec- 
tions relating  to  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

Collection  hy  Installment  of  the  Cost  of  Street 
Cnrh,  Se{wer  and  Sidewalk  Improvements 

All  article  has  been  incorporated  authorizing  tOAvnships  of  the  first 
class  to  collect  assessments  against  property  OAvners  for  street,  curb, 
sewer  and  sideAvalk  improvements  by  the  instalment  plan.  Cities  and 
boroughs  have  laws  on  this  subject. 

Revolving  Fund,  for  Street  and  Sewer  Improvements 

Power  is  conferred  to  levy  and  collect  a special  tax  not  to  exceed 
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five  mills  for  the  purpose  of  creatino’  a revolving-  fund  to  be  used  by 
the  township  in  making  ])ermanent  street,  sidewalk  and  sewer  im- 
provements. Assessments  against  property  owners  are  paid  into  this 
fund  to  reimburse  it  for  expenditures  made  in  paying  for  an  improve- 
ment. Similar  laws  apply  in  cities  and  boroughs. 

Townshi p Flan  nmg 

An  ai'ticle  has  been  inserted  authorizing  the  creation  of  a town- 
ship planning  commission.  The  proposed  law  is  similar  to  that  a])- 
plying  to  cities  of  the  third  class. 

Actions  F>ji  and  Against  Toicnships 

Tlie  law  in  the  existing  ToAvnshij)  Code,  relative  to  the  ent'orce- 
ment  of  judgments  against  townships,  was  eliminated.  It  provided  a 
special  procedure  in  such  cases  different  from  that  in  the  case  oi 
other  nnnncipalities,  and  has  been  held  miconstitutional. 


FennUies 

Practically  all  of  the  ])enalties  in  the  cod(‘  have  beeji  re- 
duced to  summary  coiivictions.  and  tlie  tines  directed  to  be  paid  to 
the  township  treasurer. 

X 

Townships  op  the  Second  Class 
Clossification  of  Townships 

Existing  laws  provide  that  when  a township  of  the  second  class 
has  a population  of  at  lea.st  three  hundred  inhabitants  to  the  square 
mile,  as  shown  by  the  United  )States  census  or  by  a special  enumeration, 
such  township  shall  become  automatically  a townshiii  of  the  first 
class.  Consequently  all  townships  having  this  population  are  desig- 
nated townships  of  the  first  class,  and  all  others  as  townships  of  the 
second  class. 

The  recommendation  is  made,  in  the  Code  snbmitted,  that  this  po]ni- 
lation  basis  be  retained,  but  that  no  townsldp  with  the  re(pui-ed  popu- 
lation be  created  a first  class  townshi])  until  a majority  of  the  electors 
vote  for  a change  of  classes.  The  present  arbitrary  system  frequently 
forces  a towoishi])  into  the  tii-st  class  .system  when  it  could  be  best 
administered  as  a second  class  townshi)).  The  instant  a township  goes 
into  the  first  ela.ss  it  lo.ses  all  townshi])  reward  assistance  from  the 
Commonwealth. 

Creation  of  Townships 

A uniform  procedure  has  been  established  for  the  creation  of 
townshi])s  of  tlie  second  class  fal  out  of  ])arts  of  two  or  more  town- 
ships, fbi  by  the  division  of  a towmshi]),  or  (c)  by  the  consolidation 
of  townships.  In  no  case  may  a township  be  thus  created  until  the 
electors  in  the  territory  affected  have  voted  favorably  on  tbe  ques- 
tion of  .such  creation.  Likewise  by  a vote  of  the  electors  a town- 
ship of  the  first  class  may  he  reestablished  as  a township  of  the  sec- 
ond class,  not withstaiiding  the  fact  that  it  has  a pnpiilal ifni  of  thref> 
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Iniiicired  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile.  This  Avill  enable  existing 
fii'st  cla.s.s  townsliips  to  return  to  tlie  .second  class.  Where  a town- 
ship of  the  fir.st  class  loses  its  required  impnlation,  it  automotically 
returns  to  the  second  cla&s. 

Officers 

The  secretary  and  treasurer  are  required  to  be  the  same  in- 
dividual, except  where  a bank  is  elected  treasurer.  In  such  cases  an 
individual  treasurer  may  be  elected. 

Two  or  more  townships  may  join  and  appoint  the  same  person 
as  town.ship  superintendent  of  roads. 

Xo  supervisor  acting  as  snperintendeiit  or  roadmaster  may  re- 
ceive compensation  for  any  day  when  he  is  paid  for  attending  super- 
visoi's’  meetings,  nnlcas  the  meeting  is  during  the  evening. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  ]irompt  deposit  of  moneys  by 
ilie  township  treasurer,  in  the  name  of  the  townshi]),  and  supervisors 
have  been  empowered  to  appoint  banks  as  depositories  of  township 
funds.  This  provision  is,  however,  not  mandatory. 

Specific  authority  has  been  conferred  upon  STipervisor.s  to  appoint 
a solicitor  and  an  engineer. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  entry  of  surcharges  by  auditors 
as  judgmeids  and  for  their  collection  by  auditors  and  taxpayers. 

Optional  provisions  for  the  jmstponing  of  the  reports  of  township 
auditors,  instead  of  advertising  in  news])apers,  have  been  incorporated. 

Fiscal  Year 

The  fiscal  year  for  townships  of  the  second  class  has  been 
changed  from  the  first  Monday  of  December  to  the  first  Monday 
of  January,  to  accord  with  the  fiscal  year  of  other  municipalities.  The 
terms  of  all  officers  will  hereafter  begin  on  the  first  Monday  of  January 
instead  of  December,  except  in  the  case  of  those  first  elected  where  an 
extra  month  has  been  added  to  the  term  to  cover  the  gap  created 
liy  this  change. 

fliafc  ami  f-oirnfy  Associalunis 

'rownsliij)  auditors  have  been  eliminated  as  members  of  the  county 
association  of  township  supervisors,  and  the  officers  of  the  State  as- 
sociation of  township  supervisors  Avere  made  ex-officio  members  of 
each  eoAinty  association  without  vote. 

The  compensation  of  delegates  for  attending  meetings  of  State 
associations  was  increased  from  four  dollars  to  six  dollars  per  day. 

Corporate  Powers 

PoAver  is  conferred  on  supervisors  to  purchase,  hold,  lease, 
let,  and  conA^ey  such  real  and  personal  e.state  as  the  purpose.s  of 
fhe  toAvn.ship  shall  require. 

Specific  authority  Avas  conferred  fo  expend  moneys  for  Avnrkinen’s 
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insurance,  and  to  insure  any  pj'operty  as  well  as  any  public  liability 
of  the  township,  and  to  take  contracts  of  yroup  insurance. 

Power  was  conferred  to  purchase  or  take,  by  gift,  forest  lands 
for  recreational  purposes,  to  appropriate  moneys  to  neighboring 
municipalities  and  townships  for  fire  protection,  and  generally  to 
control  nuisances. 

It  was  felt  that  the  general  corporate  powers  usually  exercised  by 
municipalities  could  not  be  conferred  since  supervisors  do  not  have 
power  to  pass  ordinances,  and  no  such  power  was  conferred. 

Contracts 

At  present  all  contracts  let  by  townships,  involving  an  ex- 
penditure of  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  must  be  by  contract. 
This  amount  was  increasetl  to  three  hundred  dollai-s,  and  a pro- 
vision was  added  making  it  unla’wful  to  evade  these  ccnitract  pro- 
visions by  .splitting  contracts.  Road  and  bridge  contracts  aj'e  not 
valid  until  approved  by  the  Department  of  Highways.  A record  of 
all  purchases,  involving  less  than  three  hundred  dollars,  must  be  kept 
and  furnished  by  supervisors  in  their  annual  report. 

The  Act  of  April  20,  1927,  P.  L.  350,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  townships 
of  the  second  class,  was  limited  so  that  it  only  prohibits  architects  and 
engineers,  employed  by  a township,  from  bidding  on  or  being  interested 
in  public  work  in  the  township.  The  Conunission  sees  no  reason  why 
a consulting  architect  or  engineer,  by  reason  of  his  employment  by  a 
town.ship,  should  be  prohibited  from  bidding  on  public  work  Avliere 
the  township  has  no  interest. 

Taxation  and  Finance 

In  the  budget  provisions,  power  was  conferred  on  supervisors  to 
transfer,  by  resolution,  unexpended  moneys  from  one  appropriation 
item  to  another.  This  is  a power  exercised  by  other  municipalities,  and 
is  most  important  in  towuiships  of  the  second  class  where  the  township 
is  uncertain  whether  reward  moneys  will  be  allocated  to  it  by  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Specific  provision  requires  the  tax  levy  to  be  made  by  resolution. 

The  tax  collector  is  required  to  settle  each  annual  duplicate  not  later 
than  the  first  day  of  July  of  the  succeeding  year.  In  such  settlement 
he  is  allowed  a credit  for  all  returned  taxes,  for  those  which  have  been 
liened  and  those  exonerated.  Specific  provision  is  made  for  the  ex- 
oneration of  uncollectible  occui)ation  taxes. 

The  duplicate  is  re(pdred  to  issue  on  or  b(“fore  May  lirst  instead  of 
June  first. 

Eminent  Domam  and  the  Assessment  of  Damages  and  Benefits 

A uniform  procedure  for  the  exercise  of  eminent  domain  and  the 
assessment  of  damages  and  benefits  in  all  proceedings  where  the  same 
is  required  has  been  drafted,  using  the  law  for  boroughs  as  a model. 
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Ihc  iiuiiieroiis  procedures  of  tliis  kind  found  in  various  portions  of 
the  existing  code,  and  attaclied  to  specific  subjects  and  powers,  have 
been  eliminated.  The  law  in  this  respect  has  been  greatly  simplified. 

Roads,  Streefs  and  Highways 

Alany  records  of  the  original  laying-out  or  dedication  of  public  roads 
are  mi&sing.  In  some  instances  public  roads  were  no  doubt  established 
by  use,  Avithout  any  formal  proceeding.  To  cure  this  situation  a new 
section  has  been  drafted  providing  that  every  road  not  of  record,  which 
has  been  used  for  public  travel  and  maintained  for  a period  of  at 
least  twenty-one  years,  shall  be  deemed  a public  road  of  the  Avidth  of 
thirty-three  feet,  notwithstanding  there  is  no  public  record  of  the  lay- 
ing-out or  dedication  of  such  road.  This  Avill  A^alidate  township  ex- 
]ienditures  on  such  roads. 

Specific  ]>rovision  has  been  made  for  the  A’aeation  of  abandoned 
portions  ol  State  highways  not  Auicated  by  the  Department  of  High- 
ways. In  such  cases  the  consent  of  the  property  oAvners  must  be  secured 
and  a I'ecord  of  the  A’acation  filed  Avith  the  court  of  fpiarter  sessions. 

The  procedure  for  the  laying-out  and  opening  of  roads  leading  to 
driving  parks,  fair  grounds,  etc.,  has  been  eliminated  as  having  been 
passed  for  a specific  ease. 

The  system  of  having  the  Department  of  IligliAvays  grant  permits 
lor  road  crossing  of  A'arious  kinds,  has  boen  changed  by  conferring 
this  poAA'er  on  the  superA'isors.  The  cost,  Avhich  may  be  imposed  by  the 
township,  includes  thc^  reasonable  cost  of  issuing  the  permit,  the  east 
of  restoring  the  road  and  insjiecting  the  work. 

The  provisions  for  the  vacation  of  lanes  and  alleys,  declared  nuisances 
by  boards  of  health,  have  been  eliminated  since  toAvnships  of  the  second 
class  have  no  such  boards. 

The  tOAvnship  rcAvuird  system  has  been  entirely  omitted  in  the  code, 
and  a sejiarate  bill,  materially  altering  the  system,  is  submitted.  This 
bill  is  el.scAAdiere  discussed. 

Bridges 

The  penalties  for  driving  over  Avooden  or  iron  bridges  of  a span  of 
forty-five  feet,  faster  than  a Avalk,  or  carrying  fire  over  the  same,  except 
in  a lantern,  and  the  provisions  I'ecjuiring  su[)ervisors  to  post  notice  of 
such  jienalties,  have  been  eliminated  as  ]iractically  obsolete. 

('oniracts  wllh  Railways 

'I'he  provi.sions  in  1he  Code  of  1917,  authoidzing  supervisor, s 1o  con- 
Iract  Avith  railroad  com[)anies,  relative  to  fhe  I'ejocation,  change  and 
cleAudiou  of  railroad  beds,  has  been  eliminated  because  jurisdiction  in 
.such  matters  is  now  conferred  on  the  Public  Service  Commi.ssion  by 
the  Public  Service  Companj^  LaAV. 

Public  B wildings 

In  the  erection  of  a tOAvn  hall,  supervisors  Avere  authorized  to  make 
proA'ision  in  any  building  for  community  aethuties. 
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Transient  Tti  tail  Merchants 

The  law  relating  to  the  licensing  of  transient  retail  merchants  was 
changed  so  as  to  confer  the  power  of  licensure  on  the  supervisors  and 
to  pay  the  license  fee  to  the  township.  The  law  was  not  quite  clear 
as  it  provided  for  the  granting  of  tlie  license  by  “proper  authority” 
and  the  payment  of  the  license  to  the  county  treasurer  for  tlie  heuefit 
of  the  school  district. 

Forestry 

Provisions  similar  to  those  in  the  law  for  other  classes  of  municipali- 
ties authorizing  townships  to  engage  in  forest  activities  were  added. 

Actions  By  and  Ayainst  Townships 

Tlie  law  in  the  existing  Townsliip  Code,  relative  to  the  enforcement 
of  judgments  against  townships  was  eliminated.  It  provided  a special 
procedui’c  iti  sucli  cases  different  from  that  in  the  case  of  other  muni- 
cipalities, and  has  been  lield  unconstitutional  as  special  legislation. 

Penalties 

Practically  all  of  tlie  penalties  in  the  code  have  been  reduced  to 
summary  convictons,  and  the  tines  and  penaltii:^  directed  to  be  paid 
to  the  township  treasurer. 

XI 


Township  Rewaiid 

A .separate  bill,  e.stabli.shing  a township  reward  .system,  is  submitted 
to  take  the  jfface  of  the  existing  system.  Linder  present  laws  appli- 
cations for  lownshi])  reward  do  not  lapse  after  they  are  tiled.  Since 
appropriations  have  been  insufficient  to  take  care  of  the  applications 
tiled,  the  unfilled  applications  have  been  steadily  growing  in  number. 
The  bill  submitted  proposes  that  the  appropriation  for  the  biennium 
19.31-193.3  for  township  reward,  .shall  be  applied  to  applications  on 
file  on  September  30,  1930,  and  not  to  any  new  ones  filed.  It  is  thought 
that  in  this  manner  the  Department  of  Highways  will  be  enabled  to 
take  care  of  most  of  these  applications,  some  of  which  were  filed  as 
early  as  1926.  All  applications  filed  in  the  future,  wiiich  remain  un- 
filled, must  be  reaffirmed  each  biennium,  otherwise  they  will  be  deemed 
to  have  lapsed. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  e.stablishment,  by  county  commis- 
sioners and  supervisors,  nf  a primary  townshi))  road  syslem  in  each 
county.  No  sy.stem  is  deemed  established  until  approved  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Highways.  When  such  a system  is  establislied,  reward  moneys 
may  be  expended  only  on  the  primary  system,  except  where  used  for 
bridges  and  pipe. 

Provision  is  made  for  partial  payment  of  reward  Avhere  the  amount 
of  the  reward  is  more  than  two  thou.sand  dollare.  In  the  case  of  traffic 
bound  roads,  the  rcAvard  is  spread  over  three  annual  payments. 

The  limitations  on  the  amonnt  which  the  Commonwealth  contributed 


towards  tlie  eo.sf  of  a reward  iniprovemont  have  been  eliminated  and 
the  Commonwealth  is  required  to  pay  a detiuite  percentage  of  the 
actual  cost,  the  percentage  varying  according  to  the  assessed  valuation 
per  mile  of  road.  The  percentages  adopted  are  fifty,  sixty  and  seventy- 
five  for  townships  having  valuations  of  more  than  thirty  thousand 
dollars  ($30,000)  ; twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000)  to  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  ($30,000)  ; or  less  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000). 

The  amount  of  the  Commonwealth’s  share  of  the  maintenance  of 
reward  roads,  which  no-w  is  one  hundred  dollars  per  mile,  Avas  changed 
by  taking  into  consideration  the  assessed  Aaluation  per  mile  of  road. 
Generally,  the  ainonnt  of  maintenance  recommended  varies  between 
one  hundred  dollars  ($100)  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150) 
per  mile,  except  in  the  case  of  bituminous  surface  treatment  where 
the  amount  is  increa.sed  to  four  hundred  dollars  ($400)  and  six  hun- 
dred dollars  ($600)  respect wely,  per  mile.  The  inaintenance  aid  is  to 
be  distributed  on  the  same  percentage  basis  as  shown  above,  but  retains 
the  dollar  limit. 

An  amendment  is  recommended  to  the  Act  of  May  1,  1929,  P.  L.  1046, 
Avhich  appropriates  the  moneys  in  the  Motor  License  Fund,  requiring 
the  Department  of  Highways  to  set  aside  anirually  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  ($25,000)  for  the  restoration  and  repair  of  roads  and  bridges 
in  emergency  cases,  to  be  expended  on  the  township  reward  plan. 

In  Conclusion 

The  Commission  desiies  to  record  its  appreciation  of  the  assistance 
which  it  has  received,  not  onlj^  from  public  officials,  but  also  from 
jnuvate  citizens.  Particidar  acknowledgement  is  made  for  the  valuable 
tissistance  of  the  Legislative  Reference  Bureau  .staff'.  The  services 
afforded  by  this  Bureau,  and  the  detail  work  performed  by  it,  made 
possible  this  complete  report. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

George  T.  Weingartner, 

Frederick  C.  Peters, 

Charles  A.  Donnelly, 

Clarence  W.  Scheck, 

Andrew  MacDonaia), 

R.  S.  Blackwood, 

Samuel  Smedley,  Sr., 

F.  M.  Liddle, 

George  Ij.  Reed,  Vice-Chairman 
John  J.  McClure,  Chairman, 
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FOR 
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dating  and  changing  the  law  relating  thereto;  and  almlisliing  th<‘ 
(hected  office  of  township  anditoi'. 

C(  )NT  KNTS 

Article  Sections 

I.  Pi'climinary  Provisions,  

II.  Classification  and  Creation  of  Townships  of  the 

First  Class,  201-  235 

(a)  Classitication,  _ 201 

(b)  Creation  of  Townships  of  the  First  Class 

from  ToAvnships  of  the  Second  Class,  205-  208 

(c)  Creation  of  Townshijis  of  the  First  Class 

hv  Division  and  Consolidation,  ....  210-  221 

(d)  Officers  of  Newly  Created  Townships,  225-  229 

(e)  Certificate  of  Creation  of  Townships  to 

he  furnished  State  Departments,  . . . 235 

III.  Township  Lines  and  Ponndaries 301-  307 

IV.  Wards,  409 

V.  Flection  of  Ofticei'S.  Vacancies  in  Office,  ....  nOI-  532 

fa)  General  Provisions,  501-  503 

(b)  Commissioners,  504-  507 

(e)  Treasurer,  51d-  511 

(d)  Assesisors,  515-  517 

(e)  Controller,  525-  52h 

(f)  Vacancies  in  Office,  530-  532 
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(a)  General  Provisions, 

(b)  County  Associations  of  Toivnship  Offi- 

cers,'  610-612 

(c)  State  Association  of  Township  Officers,  620-  623 

VII.  T ownship  Commissioners 701-  704 

VIII.  Township  Treasurer,  801-  809 
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XII.  Towmship  Solicitor,  1201-1204 

XIII.  Township  Engineer,  1301-1315 
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XIV.  Police,  1401-1414 

XV.  Corporate  Powers,  1501-1502 

XVI.  Public  Health,  1601-1627 

(a)  Boards  of  Health,  1601-1614 

(]))  Vacation  of  Lanes  and  Alleys  Declared 

Nuisances  by  Board  of  Healtli, 1620-1627 

XVII.  Finance  and  Taxation,  1701-1719 

XVIII.  Contracts,  1801-1807 

XIX.  Eminent  Domain ; Assessment  of  Damages  and 

Benefits,  1901-1953 

(a)  General  Provisions  Relating  to  Eminent 

Domain, 1901-1916 

(b)  Procedure  for  the  Exercise  of  Eminent 

Domain  and  for  the  Assessment  of 
Damages  and  Benefits,  1920-1953 

XX.  Roads,  Streets  and  Highways,  2001-2096 

(a)  Plans  of  Streets,  2001 

(b)  Laying  Out,  Opening,  Widening, 

Straightening,  Vacating  and  Relaying 

Out  Roads,  Etc.  Repairs  and  Detoui’s,  2005-2015 

(c)  Dedicated  Roads,  Streets,  Lanes,  Alleys, 

and  Drainage  Facilities,  2020-2025 

(d)  Relocation,  Alteration  and  Vacation  of 

Roads  in  or  near  State  Parks, 2030-2033 

(e)  Elimination  of  Curves,  2035 

(f)  Acquisition  of  Unobstructed  Views  at 

Curves  and  Intersections,  2040 

(g)  Changing  or  Altering  Roads  by  Agree- 

ment with  Property  Owners,  2045 

(h)  Grading,  Draining,  Curbing,  Paving, 

Macadamizing  Roads  or  Streets  on 
Petition  and  Assessment  of  Benefits 
By  Viewers,  2050-2056 

(i)  Grading,  Draining,  Curbing,  Paving  or 

Macadamizing  Streets  and  Collection 

of  Cost  by  Foot  Front  Rule, 2060-2063 

(j)  Road  Material,  Ditches,  Drains  and 

Watercoui’ses, 2065-2067 

(k)  Trees  and  Shrubbery  Within  Limits  of 

Highways,  2070-2075 

(l)  Protection  of  Highways  from  Snowdrifts,  2078 

(m)  Guideposts  and  Index  Boards,  2080-2081 

(n)  Highways  Crossing  Railroads.  Special 

Uses  of  Highways 2083-2084 

(o)  County-aid  in  the  Improvement  of  Town- 

ship Roads,  2086 

' _ (]>)  Penal  Provisions,  2088 
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XXL 


XXII. 


XXIII. 

XXIV. 


(q)  Opening,  Making,  Amending,  and  Re- 
pairing Highways  and  Bridges  by 
Contracts  with  Taxpayers,  

lioundary  Roads  and  Higliways,  

(a)  Opening,  Repairing  and  Improving  on 

Division  Line  of  Townships,  

(b)  Maintenance  of  Roads  Between  Town- 

ship and  Cities  or  Boroughs,  

(c)  Highway,  the  Centre  Line  of  Which  Is 

the  Dividing  Line  Between  Townships 
and  Boroughs  or  Cities  in  the  Same 
County,  

(d)  Highway,  the  Centre  Line  of  Which  Is 

the  Dividing  Line  Between  Townships 
and  Cities  in  an  Adjacent  County,  . . 

(e)  Improvement  of  Street  Where  More 

Tlian  One-half  of  Width  Is  in  Town- 
ships. Assessment  of  Property  Out- 
side Limits, 

(f)  A.ssessment  of  Property  Outside  Limits 

of  Townsliip  for  Street  Improvements, 

(g)  Grading,  Curbing,  Paving,  Macadamiz- 

ing Boundary  Street,  Etc 

Bridges  and  Viaducts,  

(a)  As  Part  of  Road,  Street,  Highway,  Lane, 

or  Alley,  

(b)  Over  Railroads,  

(c)  Over  Marshy  or  Swampy  Grounds, 

Creeks,  Rivulets,  Gullies,  Canals,  and 
Railroads,  

(d)  Over  Streams,  Railroads,  and  Canals  on 

Township  Boundaries,  

(e)  Maintenance,  Repair,  and  Rebuilding  of 

Bridge  Built  by  County, 

Sidewalks,  

Sewers  and  Drains,  

(a)  Establishing  and  Constructing  Sewer 

and  Drainage  Systems,  Sewer  Con- 
nections, and  Rates ; Disposal  of 
Sewage;  As,sessment  of  Cost  of  Con- 
struction,   

(b)  Acquisition  of  Sewer  System  from  Pri- 

vate Interests.  Distribution  of  Cost, 

(c)  Contracts  With  Individuals  or  Corpora- 

tions for  Construction  and  klainte- 
nance  of  Sewer  and  Drainage  Systems, 

(d)  Sewers  and  Drains  in  Streets  or  Alleys, 

or  Over  Private  Property ; Assess- 
ment of  Cost  of  Construction  Accord- 
ing to  Benefits, 


2090-2090 

2101-2130 

2101 

2105 

2110 

2115 

2120 

2125 

2130 

2201-2225 

2201 

2205-2200 

2210-2211 

0020-2222 

2225 

2301-2304 

2401-2441 

2401-2410 

2415 

2420 

2425 
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(e)  Se-wer.s  Tender  State  and  County  High- 

ways.  2430-2431 

(f)  Connecting  AYith  Sewer  of  Adjoining 

Municipality,  2435-2436 

(g)  Joint  Servers  and  Drains,  2440-2441 

XXV.  Collection  hy  In.staliiient  of  the  Cost  of  Street, 

Cni-b,  Sidewalk  and  Sewer  Tniprove- 

ments,  2501-2507 

XXVI.  Kevolving  Fund  for  Street  and  Sewer  Improve- 
ments,   2601-2602 

XXA^II.  AVater  Sup]»ly  and  AVaterworks  2701-2712 

(a)  Acquisition,  Construction  and  Mainte- 

nance,   2701-2705 

(b)  Construction,  Acquisition,  and  Mainte- 

nance of  AVaterworks  in  Connection 

with  Boroughs,  2710-2712 

XXA^III.  Public  Buildings,  2801-2806 

'XIXX  Licenses  and  License  Pees 2901-2912 

(a)  Transient  Detail  Alerchants,  2901 

(b)  Restrictions,  2910-2912 

XXX.  Parks,  Recreation  Centers,  Shade  Trees  and 

Forests,  3001-3048 

(a)  Public  Parks,  Playgrounds,  and  Recrea- 

tion Ckmters 3001-3013 

(b)  Shade  Tice  Commission,  3020-3031 

(e)  Forests,  .3040-3048 

XXXI.  Zoning,  3101-3110 

XXXII.  Township  Planning  Commission,  3201-3206 

XXXIII.  Enforcement  of  Ordinances,  3301-3305 

XXXIV.  Actions  By  and  Against  Townships,  3401-3406 

XXXV.  Repeals, 3501-3502 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  laws 
relating  to  townshiips  of  the  first  class  are  hereby  amended,  revised, 
consolidated  and  changed  as  follows : 

ARTICLE  I 
Preliminary  Provisions 

Section  101.  Short  Title.  This  act  shall  be  known,  and  may  be 
cited,  a.s  “The  First  Class  Township  Law.”  This  act  shall  take  effect 
on  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one. 
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Section.  102.  Definition.  I’lie  avoimI  “township”  or  “toAvuships” 
as  nsecl  in  this  act  shall  mean  a toAvnship  of  the  first  class  unless  the 
context  indicates  otherAA'ise. 


Section  103.  Excluded  Provisions.  This  act  does  not  include  any 
l)rovision,s,  and  shall  not  be  construed  to  J'epeal  any  acts,  relating  to- — 


by  1 

.(a) 

iens. 

Tlic  [)rocedure  for  the  collection  of  municipal  and  lax 

claims 

(b) 

The  method  of  incurring  or  increasing  bonded  indebtedness. 

(c) 

Election  officers  and  the  general  conduct  of  elections. 

(d) 

Poor  districts. 

(0 

Public  schools  and  school  districts. 

(f) 

Comstables. 

(g) 

Justices  of  the  peace. 

(b) 

State  roads.  State-aid  roads,  and  i)rivate  roads. 

rate 

(i)  Validation  of  elections,  bonds,  ordinances,  and  acts  of 
officers. 

1 

o 

o 

(j) 

Eree  non-sectarian  libraries. 

Section  104.  Saving  Clauses.  The  provisions  of  this  act  so  far 
as  they  are  the  same  as  those  of  existing  laws  are  intended  as  a con- 
tinuation of  such  laAvs  and  not  as  ueAV  enactments.  The  repeal  by  this 
act  of  any  act  of  Assembly  or  part  thei-eof  shall  not  revive  any  act  or 
part  thereof  heretofore  reiiealed  oi-  superseded,  nor  affect  the  existence 
or  clas,s  of  any  toAvnshi]!  heretofore  created.  The  [)rovisions  of  this 
act  shall  not  affect  any  act  done,  liability  incurred,  or  right  accrued  or 
A'estecl,  or  affect  any  suit  or  prosecution,  pending  or  to  be  imstituted,  to 
enforce  any  right  or  ])enalty  or  punish  any  offense  undei-  the  authority 
of  such  repealed  laAvs.  All  ordinances,  regulations,  and  rules,  made 
pursuant  to  any  act  of  Assembly,  repealed  by  this  act,  shall  continue 
Avith  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  SAich  act  had  not  been  repealed. 
Any  pei’son  holding  office  under  any  act  of  Assembly,  repealed  by  this 
act,  shall  continue  to  hold  such  office  until  the  expiration  of  the  term 
thereof,  subject  to  the  conditions  attached  to  such  office  prior  to  the 
passage  of  this  act. 

Section  105.  Constitutional  Construction.  The  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  be  severable,  and  if  any  of  the  provisions  shall  be  held  to  be 
unconstitAitional  such  decision  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  any  of 
the  remaining  provisions  of  this  act.  It  is  hereby  declared  as  the  legis- 
lative intent  that  this  act  Avould  have  beeji  adopted  had  such  uncou- 
situtioual  proA’isiou  not  been  included  tbereiii. 

Section  106.  Construction  of  References.  Whenever,  in  this  act, 
reference  is  made  to  any  act  by  title,  such  reference  shall  also  apply 
to  and  include  any  codification  AAdierein  the  provisions  of  1he  act  re- 
ferred to  are  substantially  reenacted. 
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Section  107.  How  Act  Applies.  This  act  sliall  apply  to  all  town- 
ships of  the  first  class  within  the  Commonwealth,  as  now  existing  or 
hereinafter  created. 

Section  108.  Saving  Clauses  Where  Class  of  Townships  Changed. 
Wlienever  any  township  of  the  second  class  is  designated  a township 
of  the  first  class,  or  whenever  any  township  of  the  first  class  is  re- 
established as  a township  of  the  second  class,  or  whenever  any  town- 
ship is  divided,  all  liabilities  incurred,  rights  accrued,  or  vested,  ob- 
ligations issued  or  contracted,  and  all  suits  and  prosecutions  pend- 
ing or  to  be  instituted  to  enforce  any  right  or  penalty  accrued,  or 
punish  any  olfense  committed,  prior  to  such  change  of  class  or  division, 
and  all  ordinances,  resolutions,  rules  and  regulations  shall  continue 
with  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  no  such  change  or  division  had  been 
made. 

Section  109.  Exception  as  to  Taxation.  This  act  does  not  provide 
a complete  system  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township  taxes, 
but  the  taxation  provisions  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  as  sup- 
plementary to  the  general  local  taxation  laws.  All  acts  and  parts 
of  acts  relating  to  taxation  in  townships  of  the  first  class,  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  act,  in  force  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  which  are 
not  reenacted  or  specifically  repealed  by  this  act,  shall  remain  in  force 
as  to  such  townships  in  the  same  manner  as  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

ARTICLE  II 

Cr.ASSTP] CATION  AND  CREATION  OP  TOWNSIIII’S  OP  THE  PiRST  ClASS 

(a)  Classificafion 

Section  201.  The  townships  now  in  ('xistencc  and  those  to  be 
hereafter  created  are  divided  into  two  classes.  Townships  of  the  first 
class  shall  be  those  having  a population  of  at  least  three  hundred  in- 
habitants to  the  square  mile,  which  have  been  heretofore  or  may  here- 
after be  created  townships  of  the  first  class.  All  townships,  not  town- 
ships of  the  first  class,  shall  be  townships  of  the  second  class.  A 
change  from  one  class  to  the  other  shall  hereafter  be  made  only  as 
provided  by  this  act  or  the  laws  relating  to  townships  of  the  second 
class. 

(b)  Creation  of  Towntihips  of  the  First  Class  from  Townships  of  the 

Second  Class 

Section  205.  Enrollment  to  Ascertain  Population.  At  any  time 
not  less  than  one  year  before  the  time  fixed  for  taking  a decennial  census 
of  the  United  States,  whenever  the  owners  of  twenty-five  per  centum 
of  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  real  estate  of  any  township  of  the 
second  class  shall  present  their  petition  to  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions, averring  that  the  population  of  the  township  is  at  least  three 
hundred  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile,  and  shall  give  such  security 
as  the  court  may  prescribe  for  the  payment  of  all  costs  and  expenses 
which  may  be  incurred  in  any  lu’ocedure  had  upon  said  petition,  the 
court  shall  appoint  a commissioner  to  perform  the  duties  hereafter 
jirescribed. 
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The  said  commissioner  shall  make  an  enrollment  of  the  inhabitants 
of  such  township,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  court  at  the  next 
ensuing  term.  Upon  the  filing  of  the  report  the  same  shall  be  con- 
firmed nisi,  which  confirmation  shall  become  absolute,  unless  excepted 
to  within  thirty  days  thereafter,  during  which  time  notice  of  the  said 
filing  and  confirmation  shall  be  advertised  in  a newspaper  published 
in  the  county,  once  a week  for  three  weeks.  If  exceptions  are  filed  to 
the  report  within  the  said  thirty  days,  the  court,  upon  consideration 
thereof,  shall  confirm  the  report  or  modify  the  said  finding.  After 
final  confirmation  the  clerk  of  the  court  shall  certify  to  the  county 
commissioners  and  to  the  township  supervisors  of  the  township,  the 
population  of  the  township,  as  shown  by  said  proceedings.  The  costs 
and  expenses  of  the  proceedings,  including  a reasonable  fee  for  the 
commissioner  and  attorney,  shall  be  paid  by  the^  petitioneis  or  by  the 
township,  or  partly  by  each,  as  the  court  shall  direct. 

Section  206.  Proclamations  by  County  Commissioners.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  procedure  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  the  county 
commissioners  of  each  county  shall,  following  each  decennial  census 
of  the  United  States,  ascertain  from  such  census  whether  any  town- 
ship of  the  second  class  in  the  county  has  a population  of  three  hun- 
dred inhabitants  to  the  square  mile,  and  shall  immediately  certify  the 
fact  that  any  township  has  a population  of  three  hundred  inhabitants 
to  the  square  mile  to  the  township  supervisors  of  the  township. 

Section  207.  Submission  of  Question  to  Voters.  At  the  first 
general  or  municipal  election  occurring  at  least  ninety  days  after  the 
ascertainment,  by  special  enrollment  or  from  the  United  States  census, 
that  any  township  of  the  second  class  has  a population  of  at  least  three 
liundred  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile,  the  question  whether  such 
township  of  the  second  class  shall  become  a township  of  tlie  first  class 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the  township,  and  the  county  com- 
missioners shall  cause  to  be  printed  on  separate  ballots  to  be  used  in 
such  township  at  such  election,  a proper  question  framed  in  accordance 
with  the  election  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Section  208.  Returns  of  Election  and  Effect  Thereof.  The  elec- 
tion officers  shall  compute  the  votes  cast  at  the  election,  provided  for 
in  the  preceding  section  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  clerk  of  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions,  wdio  shall  tabulate  the  same  and  certify  the 
result  thereof  to  the  county  commissioners  and  the  township  super- 
visors of  such  township.  If  a majority  of  the  votes  east  at  any  such 
election  shall  be  in  favor  of  becoming  a township  of  the  first  class, 
the  government  of  the  township  of  the  fii’st  class  shall  be  organized  and 
become  operative  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  succeeding  such 
election,  at  which  time  the  terms  of  the  officers  of  the  township  of  the 
second  class  shall  cease  and  terminate.  If  a majority  of  the  votes  east 
at  any  such  election  shall  be  in  favor  of  remaining  a township  of  the 
second  class  no  further  proceedings  shall  be  had  for  a period  of  two 
years,  after  which  period  the  supervisors,  by  unanimous  action  may, 
or  upon  petition  of  ten  per  centum  of  the  registered  voters  of  the 
township  shall,  resubmit  the  question  to  the  electors  of  the  township 
in  the  manner  hereinbefore  provided. 


(c)  Creation  of  Townships  of  the  First  Class  by  Division  and 

Consolidation 

Section  210.  Manner  in  Which  Townships  of  the  First  Class 
May  be  Created.  The  court  oi'  (luarter  sessions  may,  upon  the  presen- 
tation of  petitions,  as  hereinafter  provided,  create  new  townships  of 
Hie  first  class — 

(a)  By  Hie  divisimi  of  a iownsliip  of  tlu;  first  class  into  two 
townshij)S,  or 

(h)  By  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more  1ownshii)s  of  the  first 
class  located  in  the  same  county. 

Section  211.  Petitions.  Petitions  for  the  creation  of  townships 
as  provided  in  the  pi'eceding-  section,  shall  he  signed  either  (a)  by  the 
owners  of  real  property  representing  at  least  twenty-five  per  centum 
of  the  asse&sed  valuation  of  the  township  or  each  of  the  town- 
ships affected  l)y  such  division  or  consolidation,  as  the  case  may  be, 
or  (b)  by  registered  voters,  equal  in  number  to  at  least  twenty-five 
I)er  centum  of  the  highest  total  vote  cast  for  candidates  for  any  office 
in  the  township  or  townshijis  affected  as  the  case  may  be  at  the  last 
preceding  municipal  election.  »Sueh  petitions  shall  be  sworn  to  and 
subscribed  by  at  least  three  of  the  signers.  (c)  Petitions  for  the 
consolidation  of  townships  may  also  he  presented  when  signed  by  a 
majority  of  the  commissioners  of  each  of  the  townships  proposed  to 
be  consolidated  and  sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  at  least  one 
commissioner  from  each  such  township.  Such  petitions  shall  set  forth 
the  name  of  any  proposed  new  towivshi]),  and  shall  specify  the 
reasons  for  such  division  or  consolidation.  Plach  such  petition  shall 
be  acconipanied  by  an  accurate  map  or  ])lot  prepared  by  an  engineer 
showing  the  lines  of  any  township  and  the  division  line  in  case  where 
a township  is  divided,  or  the  lines  of  the  new  township  where  two  or 
more  townships  are  to  be  consolidated,  and  the  present  division  lines 
between  such  townships.  Where  natural  marks  are  on  such  lines,  they 
shall  also  be  shown. 

Section  212.  Confirmation  Nisi  of  Petition.  Notice  of  Filing. 
Upon  the  presentation  of  any  such  petition,  the  same  shall  be  con- 
firmed nisi,  and  the  court  shall,  by  its  order,  require  such  notice  to 
be  given  by  the  petitioners  to  the  residents  and  commissioners  of  the 
toAvnships  affected  as  it  deems  proper. 

Section  213.  Exception.  Confirmation  Absolute  of  Petition. 

Within  thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  such  ])etition,  any  taxpayer  of 
the  township  or  townships  affected,  as  the  ease  may  be,  may  file  ex- 
ceptions to  such  petition,  questioning  the  sufficiency  of  the  number  of 
signers,  or  the  legality  of  any  signatures,  or  the  accuracy  or  sufficiency 
of  the  map  or  jdot  attached  thereto.  The  court,  upon  the  filing  of  any 
exceptions,  shall  fix  a day  for  hearing  of  which  such  notice  shall  be 
given  as  the  court  may  direct.  At  such  hearing  the  eoirrt  shall  hear 
all  parties  interested  and  their  witnesses.  If  the  exceptions  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court  are  sustained,  and  the  court  deems  the  petition  not 
amendable,  it  shall  dismiss  the  petition,  otherwise  it  shall  confirm  the 
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same  absolutely,  after  any  amendments  permitted  by  tbe  court  have 
been  made. 

Section  214.  Elections.  "^Iien  any  petition  is  confirmed  abso- 
lutely, the  court  shall  order  an  election  to  be  held  on  the  question  of 
the  division  or  consolidation  of  such  township  or  to^vnships,  ^ which 
shall  be  held  on  tlie  day  of  tlie  next  general  or  municipal  election  oc- 
curring at  least  sixty  days  after  sncii  order  of  court.  Sucli  election 
shall  be  held  at  the  regular  polling  places  in  the  township  or  townships 
affected,  as  the  case  may  be.  At  any  such  election  all  of  the  qualified 
electors  of  the  township  or  townships  affected  by  such  division  or 
consolidation  shall  have  the  right  to  vote.  The  ballots  at  any  such 
election  shall  be  furnished  by  the  county  commissioners,  and  the  ques- 
tion to  be  placed  thereon  shall  be  framed  and  printed  on  the  ballots 
as  provided  by  the  election  laws  of  the  Commonw’ealth. 

Section  215.  Notice  of  Election.  A constable  of  the  township  or 
townships  affected,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  if  there  be  no  constable, 
then  one  of  the  commissioners  designated  by  the  court,  shall  give  at 
least  fifteen  days’  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  elec- 
tion by  posting  not  less  than  six  written  or  printed  handbills  in  public 
places  in  each  of  such  townships.  The  notice  of  election  shall  contain 
the  reasons  for  the  division  or  consolidation  of  such  township  or  town- 
ships as  set  forth  in  the  petition  presented  to  the  court. 

Section  216.  Return  of  Election.  Decree.  The  election  officers, 
after  the  polls  have  been  closed,  shall  count  the  ballots  and  certify  the 
7iumber  of  votes  east  for  and  against  such  division  or  consolidation  to 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  wdio  shall  tabulate  and  com- 
pute the  same  and  lay  the  result  before  the  court.  If  it  shall  appear 
that  a majority  of  the  votes  cast  in  such  township  or  in  each  of  the 
towmships  affected  are  in  favor  of  the  division  of  a township  or  the 
consolidation  of  two  or  more  townships,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  court 
shall  order  and  decree  the  new  township  agreeably  to  the  name  and 
lines  set  forth  in  the  petition,  and  the  government  of  the  new  town- 
ship shall  be  organized  and  become  effective  on  the  first  Monday  of 
.January  next  sncceeding  s\ich  election,  at  which  time  the  terms  of 
office  of  towiiship  officers  in  such  townshi])  shall  cease  and  terminate. 
If  a majority  of  the  votes  cast  in  any  such  township  or  in  any  of  the 
townships  affected  are  against  the  division  or  consolidation  of  such 
township  or  towmships,  np  rtirther  action  shall  be  had  upon  said  pro- 
ceedings. No  new  proceeding  shall  be  entertained  by  the  court  for  a 
period  of  two  years. 

Section  217.  Boundary  Monuments.  The  court  shall,  Avhen 
deemed  necessary,  cause  the  lines  of  any  such  new  township  to  be 
marked  with  stone  monuments  placed  at  intervals  not  exceeding  fifteen 
hundred  feet,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  paid  by  the  new  township. 

Section  218.  Classification  of  Old  and  New  Townships.  Town- 
ships created  bj"  the  con,solidation  or  division  of  townships  as  herein 
provided  shall  l)e  and  remain  townships  of  the  first  class,  unless  and 
until  by  subseqiTent  proceedings  in  accordance  with  laws  relating  to 
townships  of  the  second  class  any  such  township  shall  be  reestablished 
or  proclaimed  to  be  a township  of  the  .second  class. 
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Section  219.  Costs.  When  a toAvnsliip  of  tlie  first  class  is  created 
as  hereinbefore  provided,  the  costs  of  tlie  proceedings  shall  be  paid 
by  such  township,  and  where  any  petition  is  dismissed  or  a majority 
of  the  electors  of  any  one  or  more  townships  shall  vote  against  the 
division  or  consolidation  of  any  such  towniship,  the  costs  of  the  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  paid  by  the  petitioners. 

Section  220.  Property  Rights  and  Liabilities  Where  Townships 
Consolidated.  After  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more  townships,  the 
rights,  privileges  and  franchises  of  each  of  the  toAvnships  and  all  prop- 
erty, real,  personal  and  mixed,  and  all  debts  due  on  whatever  account, 
and  other  things  in  action  belonging  to  each  of  such  townships,  shall 
be  vested  in  the  new  township.  The  title  to  real  estate  vested  in  either 
of  such  townships  shall  not  revert  or  be  in  any  way  impaired  by  reason 
of  such  consolidation.  All  rights  of  creditors  or  liens  shall  be  pre- 
served, and  all  debts  and  liabilities  of  either  of  such  townships  shall 
attach  to  such  new  township  and  be  in  force  against  it. 

Section  221.  Adjustment  of  Indebtedness  When  Township  Di- 
vided. (a)  Whei'e  a township  is  diA'ided,  the  commissioners  of  the 
neAv  township  and  of  the  existing  toAvnship  affected,  shall  make  a just 
and  proper  adjustment  and  apportionment  of  all  property,  both  real 
and  personal,  including  funds  and  taxes,  as  Avell  as  indebtedness,  if 
any,  to  and  between  the  ncAv  townshii)  and  the  old  township.  In  mak- 
ing such  adjustment  and  apportionment  of  the  property  and  indebted- 
ness, the  old  and  the  neAV  toAvnship  shall  be  entitled  respectively  to 
share  in  a division  of  the  property,  indebtedness,  funds  and  taxes  in 
the  proportion  that  the  assessed  A'aluation  of  the  real  estate  remaining 
in  the  township  bears  to  the  assessed  Amluation  of  the  land  in  the  new 
toAvnship,  taken  from  such  township.  The  adjustment  and  apportion- 
ment, if  made,  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  and  duly  executed  and 
acknowledged  by  the  commissioners  of  the  townships  affected,  and 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
of  the  county. 

(b)  In  case  the  commissioners  of  such  toAvnships  cannot  make 
such  amicable  apportionment  and  adjustment  of  real  property  and  in- 
debtedness Avithin  six  months  after  the  election  for  the  creation  of  such 
new  township,  then  any  one  or  more  commissioners  of  either  of  the 
townships  affected,  may  present  a petition  to  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  county,  setting  forth  the  facts.  Whereupon,  the  court 
shall  appoint  three  disinterested  commissioners,  taxables  of  the  county, 
but  not  residing  in  either  of  the  toAvnships  affected,  Avho  shall  give  due 
notice  to  the  commissioners  of  the  tOAvnships  affected,  and  shall  hold 
hearings  and  make  a report  to  the  court,  making  an  apportionment  and 
adjustment  of  all  the  property,  funds  and  taxes,  as  well  as  indebted- 
ness to  and  between  the  ncAV  township  and  the  existing  township, 
stating  the  amount  of  indebtedness  that  shall  be  assumed  by  the  new 
township  and  the  existing  toAvnship. 

(e)  The  commissioners  shall  give  at  least  five  days’  notice  of  the 
filing  of  their  report  to  the  commissioners  of  the  townships  affected. 
Unless  exceptions  are  filed  thereto  within  thirty  days  by  either  town- 
ship, the  same  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  court  absolutely. 
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(d)  Any  sum  awarded  by  the  report  to  a township  shall  be  a 
legal  and  valid  claim  in  its  favor  against  the  other  township,  charged 
therewith.  Any  property,  real  or  personal,  given  and  adjudged  to 
any  township,  shall  be  the  propeidy  of  the  township  to  which  it  is  given 
and  adjudged. 

(e)  The  commissionei’s  shall  be  allowed  ten  dollars  for  each  day 
actually  spent  by  them  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  together 
with  their  actual  necessary  expenses.  All  costs  and  expenses  of  such 
petitioning  shall  be  apportioned  by  the  court,  to  and  between  the 
townships  affected  as  it  shall  deem  proper. 

(f)  In  ease  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  report  of  such  commis- 
sioners, the  court  shall  dispose  of  the  same,  taking  testimony  if  deemed 
advisable,  and  the  decision  of  the  court  thereon  shall  be  final  and  bind- 
ing on  the  townships  unle.ss  an  appeal  is  taken  within  thirty  days  to 
the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court  as  in  other  cases. 

(d)  Officers  of  Newly  Created  Townships 

Section  225.  Officers  for  New  Townships.  AAHienever  a new 
township  of  the  first  class  shall  be  created  in  accordance  with  any  of 
the  procedures  in  this  article,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  ap- 
point seven  commissioners  and  the  other  elective  officers  to  which  the 
township  is  entitled  and  fix  the  polling  place  or  places  in  such  town- 
ship. The  officers  so  appointed  shall  hold  their  offices  fro)n  the  first 
Monday  of  January  following  the  election  creating  such  township,  until 
the  first  Monday  of  January  following  the  municipal  election  at  which 
officers  of  the  township  are  elected  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Section  226.  Election  of  Commissioners  in  New  Townships.  At 

the  first  municipal  election,  following  the  creation  of  a township,  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  if  such  township  has  not  been  divided  into 
wards,  there  shall  be  elected  seven  township  commissioners  at  large. 
Four  of  such  commissioners  .shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  four  years 
each  and  three  for  terms  of  two  years  each  from  the  first  Monday 
of  January  next  following  such  election.  The  ballots  at  such  election 
shall  designate  the  term  for  which  each  commissioner  is  elected.  Their 
successors  shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  four  years  in  accordance  with 
this  act. 

Section  227.  Election  of  Treasurer  in  New  Townships.  At  such 
municipal  election,  the  (jualified  electors  of  such  township  shall  elect 
a township  treasurer  for  a two  or  four  year  term  so  that  his  term 
shall  expire  at  the  same  time  as  the  terms  of  treasurers  of  other  town- 
ships of  the  first  class  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  Thereafter 
the  term  of  treasurer  of  said  township  shall  be  four  years  from  the  first 
Monday  of  January  next  following  his  election. 

Section  228.  Election  of  Township  Assessor  and  Assistant  Town- 
ship Assessor  in  New  Townships.  At  such  municipal  election,  one 
township  assessor  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  four  yeai’s  and  one 
assistant  townshij)  assessor  for  a term  of  two  years.  Thereafter  the 
terms  of  such  townsliip  assessor  and  assistant  township  assessor  shall  be 
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four  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  January  succeeding  their  respec- 
tive elections.  This  section  shall  not  apply  to  townships  in  coimties 
having  county  boards  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes. 

This  section  shall  not  apply  to  townships  in  counties  having  county 
hoards  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes  where  assessors  under 
existing  laws  a)-e  appointed. 

Section  229.  Election  of  Assistant  Triennial  Assessors  in  New 
Townships.  At  such  municijial  election,  the  qualified  electors  of  such 
township  shall  elect  two  citizens,  resident  in  said  township,  to  be 
assistant  triennial  assessors  for  terms  of  four  years  each  from  the 
first  Monday  of  January  next  following  such  election.  This  section 
shall  not  apply  to  townships  in  counties  having  county  boards  for  the 
assessment  and  revision  of  taxes. 

This  section  shall  not  aiqJy  to  townships  in  counties  having  county 
boards  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes  where  assessors  under 
existing  laws  are  appointed. 

(e)  (!erlificate  of  Creation  of  Townships  to  he  Furnished 

Hfafe  Departments 

Section  235.  AVhenever  a township  of  the  first  class  is  created,  the 
clerk  of  the  court  shall  certify  such  creation  to  the  Secretary  of 
Internal  Affairs  and  Secretary  of  Highways  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  clerk  of  the  court  shall  be  allowed  a fee  of  two  dollars  for  his 
services,  to  be  j»aid  as  ])art  of  the  costs  of  the  proceedings. 

AUTTCLE  111 

T(.)Wnsh]p  Links  and  Bounuakies 

Section  301.  Center  Line  of  Navigable  Stream  as  Boundary. 
AVhenever  any  township  is  bounded  by  the  nearest  margin  of  any 
navigable  stream,  and  the  opposite  township,  borough,  or  city,  as  the 
ease  may  be,  is  also  bounded  by  the  nearest  margin  of  the  same 
stream,  the  middle  of  such  stream  shall  be  the  boundary  between  such 
townships,  or  township  and  any  borough  or  city.  Nothing  con- 
tained in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  any  local  or  special 
law  providing  to  the  contrary. 

Section  302.  Petition  to  Alter  or  Ascertain  Township  Lines  and 
Boundaries.  The  courts  of  quarter  sessions  may,  upon  the  presenta- 
tion of  a petition,  (a)  alter  the  lines  of  two  or  more  adjoining  town- 
ships so  as  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  (b) 
cause  the  lines  or  boundaries  of  townships  to  be  ascertained  and 
established;  and  (c)  ascertain  and  establish  disputed  lines  and 
boundaries  between  two  or  more  townships  or  between  townships  and 
cities  or  boroughs.  AVhen  any  such  petition  is  presented,  the  court 
may  require  the  petitioners  to  file  a bond  in  a sufficient  sum  to  secui’c 
tbe  payment  of  all  costs  of  the  proceeding. 

Section  303.  Appointment  and  Report  of  Commissioners.  Upon 
aiiplication  by  petition  to  the  court  for  any  of  the  purposes  set  forth 
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in  the  last  preeediuo-  section,  tlie  court  shall  appoint  three  impartial 
citizens,  one  of  'whom  shall  l)e  a I'eg'istensl  civil  (‘ugineer,  to  inquii'e 
into  the  i)rayer  of  the  j)etition.  After  having  given  notice  to  parties 
inte]‘este(l  as  directed  by  the  coni'1,  tin*  connnissionei-s  shall  hold  a 
liearing  and  \ ie\\  the  said  lines  oi'  l)onndari(‘s ; and  tlH*y,  oi-  any  two 
of  them,  shall  jtrepai-e  a r(>))ort  togetlier  with  their  opinion  of  the 
sanu'  and  accoin|iany  it  vith  a plot  ni-  draft  of  the  lines  and  boundaries 
l)i’o])osed  to  be  altered  oi’  ascertained  and  established  if  the  same 
cannot  be  fully  ilesignated  by  natural  lines  or  boiindai'ies.  Uj)on  the 
tiling'  of  any  such  report,  the  same  shall  be  confirmed  nisi. 

Section  304.  Exceptions  and  Procedure.  Exceptions  to  any  such 
report  may  be  tiled  by  any  person  interested  within  thirty  days  after 
the  filing  of  the  report,  and  the  court  may  thereupon  tlx  a day  for 
the  hearing  of  .such  excei)tion.s,  of  which  hearing  such  notice  shall  be 
given  as  the  court  shall  direct.  After  hearing,  the  court  .shall  have 
power  to  sustain  such  exceptions  or  to  dismiss  them  and  confirm  the  re- 
port, or  refer  the  repoi't  back  to  the  same  or  new  commissioners,  with 
like  authority  to  make  anothei'  report,  on  Avhich  like  legal  ])roceed- 
ings  may  be  had.  Where  )io  exceptions  are  filed  within  thii'ty  days 
after  the  filing  of  the  re])ort,  the  court  .sh.all  confirm  the  same  al).so- 
lutely.  When  any  report  is  confirmed  absolutely,  the  coiii't  shall  enter 
a decree  altering  or  ascertaining  and  establishing  the  lines  and  bound- 
aries as  .shown  in  .said  rei)ort. 

Section  305.  Monuments.  AVhenevei'  such  towmship  line  or 
boundary  is  altered  or  asceidaim'd  and  established,  the  court  .shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  Jiiarked  with  stone  monuments  placed  at  inter- 
vals not  exceeding  fifteen  hundi'ed  feet. 

Section  306.  Pay  of  Commissioners,  Civil  Engineer,  and  Chain- 
carriers.  Costs.  Tlie  pay  of  commissioners  ai)pointed  to  alter  or  as- 
certain and  e.stablisli  townshij)  lines,  shall  he  ten  dollars;  the  pay  of 
civil  engineers  shall  be  twenty  dollars;  and  the  pay  of  chain-carriers 
shall  be  five  dollars  for  each  day  necessarily  employed,  and  five  cents 
per  mile  for  each  mile  necessarily  traveled  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  The  court  shall  by  its  order  provide  how  the  costs  and  ex- 
penses of  any  such  pi'oceeding,  including  the  furnishing  and  placing 
of  monuments  shall  be  paid,  and  may  a.ssess  them  against  any  town- 
ship and/or  municipalities  interested. 

Section  307.  Adjustment  of  Indebtedness.  AA’'heneA'er  the 
boundaries  of  any  township  have  been  altered  or  ascertained  and 
established  upon  application  of  the  supervisors,  commi.ssioners  or  the 
authorities  of  any  school  disfi-ict  or  poor  district,  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  sitting  in  ecpiity,  may  adjust  the  taxes,  debts  and  expenses 
for  township,  nninicipal,  i)oor  and  school  ])nrpose.s  between  the  towui- 
ships,  municipalities,  ])oor  and  sclujol  districts  affected. 

AUTTCEE  IV 

Wards 

Section  401.  Petitions  to  Create,  Divide  or  Re-Divide  Wards. 

The  court  of  (piarter  se.ssions,  upon  petition,  may  divide  or  I'C-divirle 
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any  township,  lioi'ctotoro  or  lioreafter  created,  into  -wards,  oreet.  any 
wards  out  oi  two  or  ino]’(‘  a<l.ioi)dno'  wards  or  oarts  tliereof,  divide 
any  wai’ds  already  ereete  I into  t-wo  or  inoi-e  wards,  oi'  alter  tli(‘  lines 
or  honndaries  ol  any  two  or  inore  adjoining;'  wards,  and  may  cause 
lines  or  hoiindai'ies  ot  wards  to  bo  lixed  and  establishetl.  No  township 
shall  1)0  (li\  ided  oi-  I'fslividod  into  more  than  fifteen  wards.  All  wards 
as  hei'etoloi'o  established  shall  remain  as  heretofore  until  altered  or 
dividetl  as  provided  in  this  article. 

Section  402.  Signing  Petition.  Appointment  and  Powers  of 
Commissioners.  The  petition  shall  be  signed  by  at  least  twenty  free- 
holders. residents  of  the  townshi])  or  of  tlie  Avard  or  Avards  the  limits 
of  Avhich  it  is  proposed  to  change.  Upon  the  presentation  of  the  peti- 
tion. the  court  shall  appoirh  three  impartial  men  as  commissioners, 
one  of  AA'hom  shall  he  a civil  engineer,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  ii'i'antijig  the  ])ra,ver  of  the  ])etitioners.  The  commissioners,  or  any 
tAAU)  of  them,  shall  make  a rejmrt  to  the  next  term  of  court,  and  shall 
accompany  it  Avith  a i)lot  shoAAung  the  boundaries  of  the  toAvnship 
and  the  Avards  before  and  after  the  proposed  change,  AA'henever  the 
same  cannot  he  fully  designated  by  natural  lines. 

Section  403.  Filing  and  Confirmation  of  Report.  Exceptions. 

When  the  same  is  jiresented,  the  court  shall  eontii-m  the  I'eport  nisi, 
Avhich  contii-matioii  shall  become  absolute  uidess  exceptions  thereto 
are  filed  Avithin  thirty  da.A's  after  such  confirmation  nisi.  The  couid 
may  gi'ant  a reAU('Av  if  in  its  opinion  a better  adjudication  maj’  thei’eby 
b<>  s('curcd.  If  no  exceptions  are  fileil,  the  court  may  confirm  the  re- 
jioi't.  Ol'  make  such  other  oi'der  as  to  it  shall  be  deemed  proiier.  If 
exceptions  are  filed  the  court  shall  fix  a time  for  hearing,  and  there- 
after shall  mitiu'  such  d<‘cree  as  by  it  shall  be  deemed  just  and  proper. 
From  the  final  decree  as  entered  by  the  court  of  (juarter  ses.sions  there 
shall  be  no  appeal. 

Section  404.  Pay  of  Commissioners.  The  commissioners  ap- 
liointed  under  tin*  ])rovisions  of  this  act  shall  receive  ten  dollars  per 
diem.  exee]it  the  civil  engineer,  avIio  .shall  receive  twenty  dollars  per 
diem.  Eacli  commissioner  shall  also  be  entitled  to  mileage  at  the  rate 
of  five  cents  per  mile  circular.  The  compensation  of  the  commissioners, 
and  mileage  and  reasonable  attorney’s  fee.s,  shall  be  i)aid  by  the  town- 
ship in  all  cases  Avhere  the  ])rayer  of  the  petitioners  is  granted,  and 
in  other  cases  shall  be  paid  by  the  ])etitioners. 

Section  405.  Election  Districts.  Tlu'  court  of  quarter  sessions 
may,  from  time  to  time,  divide  any  such  A\ard  into  tAA’o  or  more  elec- 
tion districts  so  as  to  suit  the  conveniences  of  the  electors  thereof. 

Section  406.  Numbering  of  Wards.  AVhen  any  toAAm.ship  .shall 
lie  divided  or  rediA'idi'd  into  Avards,  or  AA'hen  any  Avard  in  any  town- 
ship shall  be  created,  divided,  oi-  altei'cd,  fhe  court  shall  in  its  decree 
fix  fhe  number  of  each  of  the  Avards  of  such  tOAAUi.ship. 

Section  407.  Schedule  for  Election  of  Commissioners  in  Town- 
ships First  Divided  Into  Wards.  AVhen  a township  is  first  divided 
into  Avards,  tin*  toAA'nship  commissioners  then  in  office  shall  continue 
in  office  until  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms. 
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At  the  first  municipal  election,  occurring  at  least  ninety  days 
after  such  division  into  wards,  there  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
electors  of  each  ward  of  the  township,  one  township  commissioner, 
who  need  not  reside  in  the  ward  for  which  he  is  eleetetl.  At  such 
election  the  townshi[)  commissioners  elected  in  even-numbered  wards 
shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  two  years  each,  ami  those  iu  odd-num- 
bered Avards  for  terms  of  four  years  each,  or  vice  vei'sa,  as  tlu'  case 
may  be,  in  order  that  the  expiration  of  such  terms  will  harmonizt'  with 
the  expiration  of  terms  of  township  commissioners  elected  for  such 
numbered  wards  iiiider  the  i)rovisions  of  this  act.  Thereaftei'  suc- 
cessors to  such  commi.ssioners  elected  by  wards  shall  be  elected  for 
terms  of  four  years  each  at  the  municipal  election  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  ward  commissioners. 

If  the  number  of  wards  into  which  the  toAvn.ship  has  been  divided 
is  less  than  seven,  then  at  the  municipal  election  preceding  the  ex- 
piration of  the  terms  of  any  commissioner  or  commissionei's  there- 
tofore elected  at  large,  if  such  exi>iration  of  terms  Avill  leave  the  torvn- 
ship  Avith  less  than  seven  toAvnship  commi.ssioners,  thei'e  shall  be 
elected  at  large  a stifficieut  number  of  tOAvnship  commissioners  so  that 
the  total  numbt'r  of  commissioners  electerl  by  Avards  and  at  large  in 
the  tOAvnship  shall  thereafter  be  seven.  If  oiie  toAvu.ship  commissioner 
is  elected  at  large  at  such  election  he  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of 
four  years.  If  Iavo  tOAvnship  eommissioiiers  are  elected  at  large  at 
such  election,  one  shall  be  elected  for  a term  of  two  years  and  one 
for  a term  of  four  years.  If  three  tOAAiishijA  commissioners  are  elected 
at  large  at  such  election,  tAvo  shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  four  years 
each,  and  one  for  a term  of  tAvo  years.  If  four  toAvnship  commissioners 
are  elected  at  large  at  such  election,  tAAO  shall  be  elected  for  terms 
of  four  years  each  and  tAvo  for  terms  of  tAA’o  years  each.  If  five  tOAvn- 
ship  commissioners  are  elected  at  large  at  such  election,  tlii'ce  shall 
be  elected  for  terms  of  four  years  each  and  tAAO  for  terms  of  tAvo  yeai's 
each.  Succes.sors  to  such  tOAvnship  commissioners  elected  at  large  at 
such  election  shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  four  y(“ars  each. 

All  terms  of  office  of  toAvnship  commissioners,  elected  at  large  or 
by  Avards,  shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  fol- 
loAving  their  election. 

Section  408.  Schedule  of  Election  of  Commissioners  in  NeAvly 
Created  Wards.  Whenever  in  a toAvnship  previously  divided  into 
Avards,  a neAv  Avard  is  created,  and  the  numl)er  of  Avards  thereafter 
in  such  tOAvnship,  including  the  ueAV  Avard,  is  less  than  seven,  then  at 
the  municipal  election  next  folloAving  the  exjuratiou  of  the  term  of 
the  commissioner  or  conniussioners  elected  at  large  Avhose  terms  shall 
first  expire  after  such  creation,  there  shall  l)e  electeJ  by  the  (pialifieAl 
electors  of  such  ucav  Avard  one  toAvnship  commissioner,  avIio  need  not 
re.side  in  the  Avard  for  Avhich  he  is  elected,  for  a term  of  tAvo  or  four 
years,  so  that  the  expiration  of  his  term  Avill  harmonize  Avith  the  ex- 
piration of  terms  of  commissioners  for  such  numbei'ed  wards  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act.  Successors  to  such  toAvnship  eommissioiiers 
shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  four  years.  The  number  of  commissioners 
thereafter  elected  at  large  in  any  such  toAvnship  shall  be  the  dilfereiiee 
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l)etween  the  iiumber  of  -wards  ami  seven,  and  a sufficient  number  of 
coinniissioners  sliall  be  elected  at  lar^'e  at  each  municipal  election  pre- 
ceding the  expiration  of  terms  of  commissioners  at  large,  so  that  the 
total  number  of  commissioners  in  tlie  to-wnship  will  at  all  times  be 
seven. 

Wlieiiever,  in  any  townsluj)  ])reviously  divided  into  wards,  a new 
ward  is  created,  and  the  number  of  wai'ds  thereafter  in  such  town- 
ship is  seven,  then  at  tlie  municipal  election  preceding  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  office  of  any  commissioner  or  commissioners  elected 
at  large,  a townshi])  commissioner  .shall  be  elected  for  such  ward  who 
need  not  reside  in  the  waial.  Such  election  shall  be  for  a two  or  four 
year  term,  so  that  the  expiration  of  his  term  Avill  harmonize  with  the 
expiration  of  terms  of  commissioners  for  such  numbered  Avards,  under 
the  jn-ovisions  of  this  act.  The  succe,s.sor  to  such  Avard  commissioner 
shall  be  elected  for  a four-year  term.  No  tOAvnship  commissioner  shall 
thereaftei-  he  elected  at  large  in  such  toAvnshij). 

If  the  numbei-  of  Avai’ds  in  such  tOAvnship,  including  the  neAV 
AAard,  shall  be  more  than  sc'ven,  the  court  of  (juarter  sessions  shall  ap- 
point a toAviisbip  commissionei'  foi-  such  neAV  Avard,  Avho  shall  hold 
office  until  the  first  Monday  in  January  succeeding  the  first  municipal 
election  at  Avhich  toAvnshi])  commissioners  are  elected  in  such  num- 
bered Avards  under  the  ])rovisions  of  this  act,  at  Avhieh  election  and 
cA'cry  four  years  thei-eaftei-  a township  commissioner,  Avho  need  not 
I'cside  ill  the  Avard,  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  said 
Avard  for  a term  of  four  years. 

All  toAAiishii)  commissioners  elected  under  this  section,  shall  lake 
office  on  ilie  first  iMoiiday  of  January  next  succeeding  fheir  election. 

Section  409.  Schedule  for  Election  of  Commissioners  Where  Re- 
Division  of  Wards  Made  Under  Prior  Laws.  In  any  toAvnship  Avhere 
wards  Avcri"  heretofore  abolished  by  hiAV  for  flic  reason  that  the  number 
exceeded  fifteen  as  limited  by  article  four  of  this  act,  and  AAdiere 
liffeen  coinmissionin's  Avere  ch'cted  at  large  for  tAVO  year  terms,  at  the 
niiinicijiai  election  in  one  fliousand  nine  hundred  ami  tAventy-nine, 
pending  the  i-edivision  of  such  township  into  Avards,  the  succe.ssors 
to  such  commissioners  shall  be  elected  by  Avards  as  establi.shed  by  such 
redivision  at  the  municipal  election  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine 
hundr-ed  and  tliirty-one,  and  the  commissioners  elected  at  such  elec- 
tion from  the  even-numbered  Avards  shall  be  elected  for  two-year  terms 
and  those  elected  in  odd-numbered  Avards  for  four-year  terms.  There- 
after their  successors  shall  be  elected  for  four-year  terms  as  provided 
by  this  act. 


ARTICLE  V 

Election  op  Officers — Vacancies  in  Office 
(a)  General  Provisions 

Section  501.  Electors  only  Eligible.  No  x>CTson  shall  be  eligible 
to  any  electWe  office  in  any  township,  unless  he  is  an  elector  of  the 
fOAvnship  for  Avhicb  be  is  chosen. 
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Section  502.  Hold  Until  Successors  Qualified.  Officers  of  town- 
sliips  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors  are  elected  and 
qualified. 

Section  503.  Elected  Officers  Enumerated.  The  electors  of  each 
township  shall  elect  (ai  at  least  seven  townshi]i  commissioners,  (h)  one 
township  treasurer,  (e)  one  township  as.sessor,  one  assistant  township 
assessor,  and  two  assistant  triennial  assessors,  and  (d)  one  controller 
where  such  office  has  been  established. 

(h)  Commissioners 

Section  504.  Number  and  Election  of  Commissioners  in  Town- 
ships Having  Wards.  In  townships  bavin”'  less  than  seven  wards,  the 
number  of  commissionei’s  shall  be  seven.  One  such  commissioner  shall 
be  elected  from  each  ward,  and  the  remaining  number  r)f  commis- 
sioners, to  which  the  township  is  entitled,  shall  be  elected  at  large. 
In  townships  having  seven  or  more  wards,  one  commissioner  shall  be 
elected  from  each  ward.  Commissioners  need  not  reside  in  the  ward 
from  which  elected.  Township  commissioners  shall  be  elected  at 
municipal  elections,  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  teians  of  com- 
missioners then  in  office,  for  terms  of  four  years  each,  from  the  first 
^Monday  of  January  succeeding  their  election.  At  the  election  in  the 
year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one,  the  commissioners 
from  odd-numbered  Avards  shall  be  elected,  and  at  the  election  in  the 
year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  those  from  eA'en- 
numbered  wards  .shall  be  elected.  Elections  at  large  shall  be  held  at 
the  municipal  election  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  any 
commissioner  elected  at  large. 

Section  505.  Number  and  Election  of  Commissioners  in  Town- 
ships Not  Divided  Into  Wards.  In  townships  not  divided  into  Avards 
the  number  of  toAvnship  commissioners  shall  be  scA’en,  Avho  shall  be 
elected  at  large  by  the  voters  of  the  toAvnship.  At  each  municipal 
election  four  or  three  township  commissioners,  as  the  ease  may  be, 
shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  four  years  each,  from  the  first  i\ronday  of 
January  next  succeeding,  to  take  the  place  of  the  commissioners  Avhose 
terms  then  expire. 

Section  506.  Temporary  Schedule.  Tlie  jirovisioiis  of  this  act 
increase  the  number  of  toAvnship  commi.ssionei's  in  townshi{).s  not  di- 
vided into  Avards  and  in  toAvnships  having  less  than  seven  Avards  from 
fiA’e  or  six  to  seA^en.  The  court  of  quarter  .se.ssions  of  the  county  shall 
upon  petition  appoint  a sufficient  numlmr  of  toAAmshi])  commissionei’s 
for  .such  toAvnships  to  hold  office  until  the  first  iMonday  of  January 
.succeeding  the  first  municipal  election  occurring  at  least  sixty  days 
after  such  appointment  so  that  each  such  toAvnship  shall  have  a total 
of  seA’en  toAvnship  comniissionei-s.  At  such  municipal  election  addi- 
tional toAvnship  commissioners  shall  be  elected  for  tAvo  or  four  year 
terms,  as  the  case  nia.A’  be,  to  harmonize  AAuth  the  sy.stem  for  the  elec- 
tion of  toAA’nship  commissionei’s  provided  by  this  act,  to  take  office  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January  succeeding  their  election.  Their  succes- 
sors shall  be  elected  for  four  year  forms. 
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Section  507.  Election  Notices.  The  notice  of  any  primary  elec- 
tion, or  nominating  eancns,  convention,  or  meeting,  lield  for  the  pur- 
pose of  nominating  candidates  for  the  otfice  of  township  commissioner, 
and  the  notice  of  any  election  of  township  commissioners,  shall  desig- 
nate for  niiat  ward  of  the  townsliip  each  commissioner  is  to  be  nomi- 
nated or  elected,  as  tlie  case  may  be.  In  ease  anj^  one  or  more  of  the 
townshiji  commissioners  are  to  be  elected  by  vote  of  the  qualified  elec- 
tors of  tlie  township  at  lai-ge,  tlie  notice  shall  so  state.  The  ballots  to 
he  cast  at  any  election  for  townshij)  commissioners  shall  designate, 
under  an  ai)propriate  heading,  the  candidate  for  tlie  office  of  township 
commissioner  for  whom  tlu'  qualified  electors  of  the  ward  are  entitled 
to  cast  their  ballots,  ami  under  au  aiijiropriate  heading  the  candidate 
or  candidates  tor  the  office  of  township  commissioner  which  are  to  be 
elected  by  the  electors  of  the  townshij)  at  large. 

(c)  Treasurer 

Section  510.  Election  of  Treasurer.  At  the  mnnicijial  election 
in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty -three,  and  every 
Jonrth  year  thereafter,  tlie  electors  of  each  township  shall  elect  a town- 
ship treasurer  for  a term  of  four  years,  from  the  fii'st  Alonday  of 
January  next  following  his  election. 

Section  511.  Eligibility.  The  same  person  may  hold  the  office 
of  township  treasurer  and  treasurer  of  the  school  district,  but  no 
town.ship  treasurer  shall  hold  any  other  township  office  except  that  of 
tax  collector. 

(d)  Assessors 

Section  515.  Election  of  Township  Assessor  and  Assistant  Town- 
ship Assessor.  At  the  municipal  election  preceding  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  any  townshi])  assessor  or  assistant  townshij)  assessor,  and 
quadrennially  thereafter,  one  townshij)  assessor  or  one  assistant  town- 
ship assessor,  or  both,  a.s  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  elected  for  four 
3'ear  tci-nis  from  the  first  IMonday  of  January  next  succeeding  their 
election. 

The  coinjamsation  of  the  assistant  townshij)  assessor  .shall  be  the 
same  as  ])rovicled  l)y  law  for  the  township  asses.sor,  and  .shall  be  paid 
by  the  county. 

This  section  .shall  not  a])j)ly  to  townshijis  in  counties  having  county 
hoards  for  the  assessmeiit  and  I'ovision  of  taxes  where  asse.ssors  under 
existiiig  laws  are  apjiointed. 

Section  516.  Assistant  Triennial  Assessors.  In  all  townships 
the  qualified  electors  shall,  at  the  municipal  election  preceding  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  the  assistant  as.sessons  now  in  office,  and  at 
the  municipal  election  every  four  years  thereafter,  elect  two  citizens, 
resident  in  said  townshij),  to  be  assistant  triennial  assessors,  to  take 
the  place  of  those  who.se  terms  expire  on  the  first  Monday  of  January 
next  folloAving  such  election. 

All  assistant  triennial  as.se, s.sors  elected  iinder  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  hold  theii-  office  for  a term  of  fotir  years  from  the 
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fn-st  Monday  of  January  next  following'  tlieir  election.  Siicli  a.ssistant 
triennial  assessors  shall  aid  the  township  assessor  only  in  making  the 
triennial  assessment  of  property  during  their  respective  terms  of  office. 

This  section  shall  not  apply  to  townships  in  counties  having  county 
boards  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes  where  assessors  nnder 
existing  laws  are  appointed. 

Section  517.  Election  Assessors  Saved.  The  election  of  assistant 
assessors  provided  for  in  this  subdivision  shall  extend  only  to  the 
election  of  assistant  assessoi-s  for  the  valuation  of  property  for  taxa- 
tion, and  shall  not  repeal  or  atfect  the  provisions  of  any  statute  provid- 
ing for  the  election  of  assistant  or  registry  assessors  for  the  perform- 
ance of  duties  relating  to  elections. 

(e)  Controller 

Section  525.  Election  of  Controller.  The  fpialified  electors  in 
every  township  of  the  first  class,  accepting  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
relating  to  the  controller  as  hereinafter  provided,  shall,  at  the  munic- 
ipal election  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
and  every  four  years  thereafter,  elect  as  township  controller  one  per- 
son, who  shall  be  a competent  accountant  and  an  elector  of  the  town- 
ship for  at  least  four  years  prior  to  his  election.  The  person  so  chosen 
shall  serve  for  a term  of  four  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  January 
next  succeeding  his  election. 

Section  526.  Acceptance  of  Controller  Provisions  by  Ordinance. 

The  provisions  of  this  act,  relating  to  the  controller,  shall  not  become 
operative  or  effective  in  any  town.ship  until  the  board  of  commi.ssioners 
shall,  by  ordinance,  accept  the  provisions  of  this  act  relating  to  the 
office  of  controller.  Such  office  of  controller  shall  be  continued  until 
the  acceptance  ordinance  be  repealed,  when  it  shall  tei’ininate  and  the 
accounts  of  township  officers  shall  thereafter  be  amlited  by  a certified 
public  accountant  as  in  this  act  provided.  When  any  township  so 
accepts  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  upon 
petition  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  shall  appoint  a controller,  to 
hold  office  until  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  succeeding  the  next 
municipal  election  at  which  a controller  may  be  elected  xinder  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 

In  all  townships  of  the  first  class  so  accepting  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  office  of  township  auditor  is  abolished. 

(f)  VacnncAes  in  Office 

Section  530.  Township  Commissioners.  AVbeu  a vacancy  occurs 
in  the  office  of  towmshij)  commissioner  in  any  townshijn  by  reason 
of  death,  resignation,  removal  from  the  township,  or  otherwi.se,  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions,  upon  the  petition  of  twenty  ((ualified  voters 
of  the  ward  or  township,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  which  the  vacancy 
occurs,  may  appoint  a qxialified  voter  of  the  township  to  fill  such 
vacancy.  If  such  petition  is  not  presented  to  the  court  within  thirty 
days  after  such  vacancy  occurs,  the  board  of  township  commissioners 
of  the  township  may  appoint  a qualified  voter  of  the  town.ship  to  fill 


44 


1lie  vacancy.  In  either  event  the  person  so  aj)i)ointed  shall  hold  office 
until  the  next  municipal  election,  at  vliieli  election  a township  com- 
missioner shall  be  elected  for  the  un expired  term  of  the  person  whose 
place  he  is  elected  to  fill. 

Section  531.  Township  Treasurer  and  Controller.  The  board  of 
township  commissioners  of  townships  may  fill  any  vacancy  occurring 
in  the  office  of  townshi]i  treasurer  or  township  controller  by  death, 
resignation,  removal  from  the  township,  or  otherwise.  The  person  so 
appointed  .shall  hold  office  until  the  next  municipal  election,  at  which 
election  a treasirrer  or  controller  shall  be  elected  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  person  whose  place  he  is  elected  to  fill. 

Section  532.  Assessors.  Vacancies  in  the  office  of  assessor,  as- 
sistant township  assessors,  or  assistant  triennial  assessors  in  townships 
shall  he  filled  in  the  manner  provided  by  hnv. 


ARTICLE  VI 

Cknerau  Provisions  Relating  to  Township  Officers 
(a)  General  Provisions 

Section  601.  Oath.  Every  ])erson  elected  or  appointed  to  any 
toAvnship  office  in  any  township  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before  some 
jierson  having  authority  to  administer  oaths,  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  and  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  liLs  office  with  fidelity.  A copy  of  such  oath  or 
affirmation  shall,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  be  filed  with  the  township 
secretary. 

Section  602.  Bonds.  AVhen  any  officer  or  employe  of  any  town- 
ship is  required  to  give  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties, 
and  such  liond  is  required  to  be  executed  by  a surety  company,  the 
township  shall  pay  the  premium  on  such  bond,  except  in  the  ease 
of  the  treasurer,  where  the  township  may  pay  such  premium. 

Section  603.  Compensation.  Xo  township  shall  increase  or  di- 
minish the  salary,  compensation  or  emoluments  of  any  elected  officer 
after  his  election. 

Section  604.  Failure  of  Officer  to  Perform  Duties.  If  any  town- 
ship officer  refuses  or  neglects  to  perform  his  duties,  the  court  of 
(piarter  sessions,  niion  complaint  in  writing  by  one  hnndred  citizens, 
owners  of  real  estute  residing  in  the  township,  may  issue  a rule  upon 
such  officer  to  show  cause  why  his  office  should  not  be  declared  vacant 
and  another  appointed  in  his  stead.  Such  rule  shall  he  made  return- 
able not  less  than  two  weeks  from  its  <late  of  issue.  Upon  hearing, 
and  ])i'()or  that  the  facts  alleged  in  the  complaint  are  true,  the  court 
may  declare  the  office  vacant  and  appoint  another  in  his  stead,  to  hold 
office  until  the  next  municipal  election,  at  which  time  a person  shall 
be  elected  for  the  unexpired  term. 

(h)  County  Associations  of  Township  Officers 

Section  610.  Formation  of  County  Associations.  Meetings. 


County  associations  of  township  officers  may  be  formed.  ’ Such  asso- 
ciations, when  formed,  shall  hold  annual  or  semi-annual  conventions 
at  the  county-seats  of  the  respective  counties  or  some  other  suitable 
place  within  the  county,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  and  disciissing 
questions  and  subjects  pertaining  to  the  best  methods  for  the  con- 
struction, improvement,  and  maintenance  of  the  public  highways  and 
bridges,  and  the  administration  of  township  governments. 

Section  611.  Membership  of  Associations.  Expenses  of  Mem- 
bers. The  township  commissioners  and  other  officers  of  the  township 
designated  by  the  township  commissioners  shall  attend  such  conven- 
tions whenever  possible.  Each  township  officer  attending  .such  con- 
vention shall  receive  a certificate,  signed  by  the  presiding  officer  and 
acting  secretary  of  the  convention,  attesting  his  presence  at  the  con- 
vention. Such  certificate  shall  entitle  him  to  collect  from  the  town- 
ship trea.surer  the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  day  for  each  day’s  attend- 
ance ami  mileage  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  mile  traveled,  to  b(' 
computed  by  the  route  usually  traveled  from  his  place  of  i-esidenee 
to  the  place  where  the  convention  is  held.  No  townshp:)  officer  shall 
be  paid  for  more  than  two  days’  attendance  in  any  one  year.  The 
expenses  of  holding  any  such  convention  shall  be  paid  pro  rata  by  the 
townships  joining  tlierein. 

Section  612.  Officers  of  Association.  Ex-Officio  Membership. 

The  officers  of  the  association  shall  consist  of  a president,  two  vice- 
presidents,  a secretary,  and  a treasurer;  all  of  whom,  except  the  sec- 
retary, shall  be  members  of  the  association,  and  shall  hold  office  for 
one  year  or  until  their  successors  are  chosen.  If  desirable,  the  sec- 
retary may  be  a person  not  a regular  member  of  the  association,  and 
may  be  paid  for  his  service  such  comimnsation,  not  exceeding  ten  dol- 
lars per  annum,  as  the  other  officers  may  determine.  Every  town- 
ship officer  attending  sucli  convention  may  vote  in  the  election  of  offi- 
cers. The  mayor  of  any  city,  the  burgess  of  any  borough,  or  their 
duly  appointed  representative,  the  county  commissioners,  and  the 
judges  of  the  court  in  the  county,  the  loAvnship  engineer  of  the  State 
Highway  Department,  the  assistant  engineers  of  the  division  of  town- 
ship highways,  and  the  superintendent  of  State  highways  in  charge 
of  such  county,  shall  be  eligible  to  membership,  but  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  vote,  nor  to  hold  office. 


(c)  Hidlc  As'^.oviahon  <>(  Township  Officers 

Section  620.  Formation  of  State  Association  Authorized,  d’be 
formation  of  a State  as.sociation  of  township  commissionei's  is  herel)y 
authorized.  Such  officers  of  the  township  as  may  be  designated  by 
the  town.ship  commissioners  may  attend  such  meetinc'.  The  associa- 
tion shall  hold  annual  meetings  at  such  time  and  place  within  the 
Commonwealth  as  it  may  designate,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  va- 
rious questions  and  subjects  pertaining  to  the  duties  of  townshi]-)  com- 
missioners, and  for  the  purpose  of  devising  uniform,  economical,  and 
efficient  methods  of  administering  the  affairs  of  town.ships  of  the  first 
class. 
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Section  621.  Delegates  from  County  Associations.  Each  town- 
ship shall  send  one  township  officer  as  a delegate  to  each  annual  meet- 
ing of  said  State-  association,  who  shall  be  selected  by  the  eommisioners 
of  the  township  of  which  he  is  a commissioner. 

Section  622.  Expenses  of  Delegates  Paid  by  County  Associations. 

The  expenses  of  the  delegates  and  other  officers  attending  the  annual 
meeting  shall  not  exceed  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day  for  each 
officer  attending,  for  not  more  than  three  days,  together  with  the  actual 
mileage  at  the  prevailing  rate  of  railroad  fare,  and  shall  be  paid  by 
the  respective  townshii)s. 

Section  623.  Expenses  of  Annual  Meeting  Limited.  The  ex- 
penses of  the  annual  meeting,  including  expenses  of  committees,  print- 
ing, and  stenographers,  shall  he  paid  by  the  respective  townships  join- 
ing in  such  State  association. 


A riTICI/E  VII 
TowNsn  IP  Com missioners 

Section  701.  Organizations.  Failure  to  Organize.  The  township 
commissioners  shall  organize  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  of  each 
even-numbered  year.  They  shall  assemble  for  such  purpose  at  their 
place  of  meeting  at  seven-thirty  o’clock  jiost  meridian.  Until  other- 
wise designated  by  ordinance,  the  place  of  meeting  shall  be  tlie  oldest 
polling  place  in  the  township. 

The  board  shall  organize  by  the  election  of  one  of  their  number 
as  president,  and  one  as.  a vice-president.  The  president,  or  in  his 
absence  the  vice-president,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  board, 
and  perform  such  other  duties  as  are  specified  in  this  act  or  Avhieh 
may  be  prescribed  by  ordinance. 

If  a majority  of  the  commissioners  shall  not  attend  at  the  organi- 
zation meeting,  those  present  may  adjourn  the  meeting  from  day  to 
day  until  a majority  attend. 

If  the  township  commissioners  of  any  township  .shall  fail  to  or- 
ganize within  fen  days  from  the  time  jirescribed  by  this  section,  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  upon  the  petition  of  ten  taxable  inhabitants, 
verified  by  the  affidavit  of  five  of  the  petitioners,  shall  issue  a rule 
ujion  the  delinquent  or  delinquents  to  show  cause  why  their  seats 
should  not  be  declared  vacant.  The  rule  shall  be  returnable  not  less 
than  live  days  from  the  time  of  its  issue,  and,  after  hearing,  tlie  court 
may  declare  the  seats  of  any  delinquents  vacant,  and  appoint  others 
in  their  stead  1o  hold  office  until  a successor  is  elected  for  the  nnex- 
pired  term  at  the  next  municipal  election  occurring  at  least  sixty  days 
thereafter. 

Section  702.  Monthly  Meetings.  Quorum.  The  board  shall  meet 
at  least  once  a month,  at  such  time  and  such  place  as  may  be  des- 
ignated by  ordinance.  A majority  of  the  members  of  the  board  shall 
constitute  a quorum. 

Section  703.  Compensation.  Each  township  commissioner  shall 
receive  a salary  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  year  in  townships  having 
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a population  of  less  than  five  thousand,  two  hundred  dollars  per  year 
in  townships  having  a population  of  five  tiiousand  and  more  but  less 
than  twenty-five  thousand,  and  three  luuidred  dollars  per  year  in  town- 
ships having  a population  of  tAventy-five  thousand  and  more,  payable 
quarterly,  as  full  compensatiou  for  the  duties  imposed  by  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 

Section  704.  Reports  to  State  Department  of  Highways.  The 
township  commissioners  shall  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
February  in  each  year,  make  a sworn  statement  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Iligluvays,  on  blanks  furnished  to  them  by  the  said  Depart- 
ment, of  the  AA’hole  amount  of  tax  kwied  during  the  ])receding  year 
for  road  and  bridge  purposes  and  the  total  amount  of  taxes  collected 
during  the  year  for  road  and  bridge  purposes.  They  shall  specify,  in 
such  report,  the  amount  ex])euded  for  maintenance  or  repairs  of  roads 
and  bridges,  for  opening  and  building  neAV  roads  and  bridges,  and  for 
macadamizing  or  otheiuvise  peiananently  improving  roads,  the  number 
of  miles  of  roads  thus  made,  and  the  total  number  of  iniles  of  town- 
ship roads  in  the  tOAvuship.  Such  report  shall  also  contain  such  other 
matters  and  things  ])crtaiuiug  to  roads  and  bridges  as  the  Department 
may  require. 


ARTICLE  VIII 
Toavnsiiip  Treasurer 

Section  801.  Bond.  The  treasurer  of  each  tOAvn.ship  shall  give 
bond,  in  a sum  to  be  prescribed  by  ordinance  or  resolution  and  at 
least  equal  to  fifty  jier  centum  of  the  ]U'obable  amount  of  the  annual 
toAvnship  tax.  Such  bond  shall  be  subscribed  by  sureties  approA^ed  by 
the  tOAvnship  commissioners,  or  by  a surety  company  or  companies 
duly  authorized  to  do  business  in  this  ComnionAAmalth.  The  bond  given 
by  the  treasurer  shall  be  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  duties  of  his  office,  for  a just  account  of  all  moneys  belonging  to 
the  towmship  funds  that  may  come  into  his  hands  from  taxation  or 
otherAvise,  for  the  payment  over  thereof  only  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law ; for  the  delivery  to  his  successor  in  office  of  all  papers,  books, 
documents,  and  other  things  held  in  right  of  his  office,  and  for  the 
])ayment  to  such  successor  of  any  balance  in  juoney  remaining  in  his 
hands  or  charged  against  him  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts.  Said 
bond  shall  be  filed  AAutli  the  tOAvnship  commissioners. 

Section  802.  Compensation.  The  toAvnship  treasurer  shall  receffie 
for  his  duties  as  treasurer  and  tax  collector  for  the  toAvnship  a sum 
equal  to  fiA'e  per  centum  of  all  toAvuship  taxes  received  or  collected 
by  him,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  a .sum  equal  to  one  per  centum  on 
all  other  moneys  received  or  collected  by  him  for  the  tOAvnship,  unless 
a ditferent  rate  or  annual  compensation  shall  be  fixed  by  ordinance 
of  the  toAvnship  commissioners  finally  adopted  thirty  days  prior  to 
his  election : ProAuded,  that  ffi  no  ease  shall  the  total  compensation  of 
the  treasurer  as  treasurer  and  tax  collector  for  the  tOAvn.ship  exceed 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000'). 

Section  803.  Accounts  to  Be  Kept  by  Treasurer.  EAmrj^  township 


48 


treasiirer  sliall  lake  cliarge  of  all  to’^Bsliiji  moneys  from  all  sonrces, 
and  promptly  deposit  the  same  in  a bank,  banking  institution  or  trnst 
company  in  the  name  of  the  township,  and  keep  distinct  accounts  of 
all  sums  received  from  taxes  and  other  sources,  which  accounts  shall 
at  a.11  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  commissioners  and  town- 
ship auditor  or  controller.  He  shall  annually  state  his  accounts,  and 
lay  the  same,  together  with  the  books  and  the  vouchers,  before  the 
township  auditor  or  controller  for  audit. 

Section  804.  Payment  of  Moneys  on  Orders.  The  township  treas- 
urer shall  pay  out  the  moneys,  coming  into  his  hands,  only  on  orders 
numbered  in  the  order  of  their  issue,  signed  by  the  president  or  vice- 
president  and  attested  by  the  secretary  or  assistant  secretary  of  the 
board,  and  designating  the  appropriation  out  of  which  the  orders  shall 
be  paid.  Any  township  treasurer  who  shall  pay  out  moneys  in  his 
hands,  except  upon  such  orders,  or  shall  pay  oiit  moneys  in  excess  of 
the  appropriations,  shall  be  allowed  no  credit  in  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts  for  the  sum  or  sums  so  paid  out,  nor  shall  he  have  any  claim 
or  right  of  action  against  the  township  therefor. 

Section  805.  Powers  as  Tax  Collector.  The  towmship  treasurer, 
by  virtue  of  his  office  as  Ireasurer,  shall  be  tax  collector.  He  shall 
collect  all  county,  toAvnshij),  school,  poor,  and  other  taxes,  within  such 
toAvnship,  levied  by  authorities  emiiOAA’ered  to  levy  taxes.  He  shall, 
in  addition  to  the  powers,  duties,  and  responsibilities  enumerated  in 
this  act,  have  all  the  powers,  perform  all  the  duties,  and  be  subject 
to  all  the  obligations  and  responsibilities  as  are  now  by  law  vested  in, 
conferred  upon,  or  imposed  upon,  collectors  of  the  several  classes  of 
taxes  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

It  is  the  purpose  and  intent  of  this  section,  that  no  local  taxes 
shall  be  collected  in  any  township,  except  by  the  treasurer  of  the  town- 
ship. 


Section  806.  Oath.  Bond  for  County  Taxes,  Etc.  Tlie  treasurer 
of  every  township  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office 
as  collector  of  taxes  for  the  county,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  of 
office  and  file  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions, 
and  shall  annually  enter  into  a bond  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  not 
more  than  the  amount  of  taxes  charged  and  assessed  in  the  county 
duplicates,  with  at  least  two  sutticient  sureties  or  OTie  trust  or  bonding 
companjr.  The  bond  shall  be  approved  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
and  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  said  court.  The  condition 
of  the  bond  shall  be,  that  the  treasurer  shall  well  and  truly  jmy  over 
or  account  for  the  Avhole  amount  of  taxes  charged  and  assessed  in  the 
duplicates  which  shall  be  delivered  to  him.  This  bond  does  not  cover 
the  collection  and  payment  OA^er  of  toAvnship  or  school  taxes. 

Section  807.  Special  Funds.  Penalty.  Whenever  any  moneys 
are  collected  in  any  township,  for  any  special  purpose,  and  are 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  such  township,  it  shall  be 
unlawful  for  such  treasurer  to  apply  such  moneys,  or  any  part  thereof, 
to  any  purpose  other  than  that  for  which  such  moneys  Avere  collected. 
EA^ery  such  misapplication  shall  be  a misdemeanor.  lT])on  conviction 
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of  such  oft’ense,  the  treasurei’  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  not  less 
than  the  amount  so  misapplied,  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  less  than 
three  months  and  not  more  than  one  year. 

Section  808.  Depositories  of  Township  Funds.  Selection  of  Bonds. 

The  Board  of  commissioners  shall  from  time  to  time,  designate,  by 
resolution,  a depository  or  depositories  for  township  funds.  Such 
depository  or  depositories  shall  be  banks,  banking  institutions  or  trust 
companies  located  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Depositories  so  designated  shall,  upon  receipt  of  notice  of  their 
selection  as  a depository  of  toAvnshiji  funds,  furnish  a bond  to  secure 
]iayment  of  deposits  and  any  interest  to  the  townshiji,  with  a proper 
warrant  to  confess  judgment  in  favor  of  the  townshi}),  secured  by  a 
surety  company  or  individual  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  board  of 
commissionei’s.  Such  bonds  shall  be  in  a sum  to  lie  fixed  by  ordinance 
or  resolution,  at  least  equal  to  the  probable  greatest  amount  of  such 
deposit  at  any  one  time. 

The  township  treasurer  shall,  upon  the  designation  and  qualifi- 
cation of  such  depository  or  depositories,  immediately  transfer  thereto 
the  township  funds,  and  shall  thereafter  keep  such  deposits  solely  in 
such  depository  or  depositories  in  the  name  of  the  township. 

No  township  treasurer,  complying  with  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  nor  his  surety  or  sureties,  shall  be  chargeable  with  losses  in 
township  funds  caused  by  the  failure  or  negligence  of  such  depository 
or  depositories. 


AKTICLE  IX 
Township  Secretary 

Section  901.  Election  of  Secretary.  Salary.  The  board  of  com- 
missioners in  townships  shall  elect  a secretary,  who  must  be  a qualified 
voter  of  the  township,  and  not  a member  of  the  board.  He  shall  act  as 
secretary  of  the  board,  shall  be  the  official  keeper  of  the  minutes,  and 
shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  are  prescribed  by  ordinance  or 
resolution  of  the  board.  He  shall  provide  suitable  liooks,  tlir  cost 
of  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  townshij)  funds,  wherein  he  shall 
enter  all  matters  of  which  he  is  I'eqnired  to  keep  a record.  His  salary 
shall  he  fixed  by  ordinance  or  resolution. 

Section  902.  Duties.  Penalty.  The  seciadary  of  a township  shall 
keep  a record  of  the  apju'opriations  made  by  the  township  commis- 
sioners and  the  amounts  chargeable  thereto.  He  shall  fnrni-sh  to  any 
person,  so  requesting,  a statement  showing  the  amount  available  for 
future  charges  against  any  appropriated  fund.  Any  secretary  Avho 
shall  knowingly  and  Avilfully  furnish  an  incorrect  statement  shall  be 
guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  pay  a fine  of  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollai-s. 

Section  903.  Records  Open  to  Inspection.  The  minute  book  and 
other  records  and  documents  of  every  township  shall  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  any  taxpayer  thereof,  his,  her,  or  its  agent,  upon  de- 
mand therefor. 
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ARTICLE  X 
Auditor 

Section  1001.  Appointment  and  Compensation  of  Auditor.  Gen- 
eral Duties.  The  court  of  common  pleas  of  each  county  shall,  annually 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  January  of  each  and  every  year, 
appoint  for  each  township  of  the  first  class,  within  such  county  not 
liaving  a controller,  an  auditor,  who  shall  he  an  individual  or  firm 
licensed  as  a certified  public  accountant  in  this  Commonwealth,  and 
tvho  may  or  may  not  reside  in  the  township  for  which  appointed.  The 
court  shall  also  fix  tlie  compensation  of  such  auditor,  Avhich  shall  be 
paid  by  the  townshijn  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  so  appointed 
to  audit,  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  townshij)  commissioners, 
township  ti'easurer,  tax  collector,  secretary  and  other  officers  and  per- 
sons receiving  and  disbursing  or  authorizing  the  disbursement  of  the 
moneys  of  the  township  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year.  Upon  the 
taking  effect  of  this  act  the  elected  office  of  township  auditor  as  now 
i'xisting  is  abolished. 

Section  1002.  Subpoenas.  Power  to  Administer  Oaths.  Penalty. 
The  auditor  of  each  township  may  issue  subpoenas  to  obtain  the  at- 
tendance of  the  officers  and  persons  whose  accounts  he  is  required  to 
adjust,  their  executors  and  administrators,  and  of  any  persons  whom 
it  may  be  necessary  to  examine  as  witnesses,  and  to  compel  their 
attendance  by  attachment,  in  like  manner  as  any  court  of  common 
])leas  may  in  cases  pending  liefore  them,  and  may  also  compel  the 
production  of  all  books,  vouchers,  and  papers  relative  to  such  accounts. 
Such  subpoena  and  attachment  shall  he  issued  by  a justice  of  the  peace 
and  be  served  and  executed  by  a constable  or  the  township  auditor. 

The  auditor  of  each  townshiji  maj'  administer  oaths  and  affirmations 
to  all  persons  brought  or  appearing  before  him,  whether  accountants, 
witnesses,  or  otherwise.  All  persons  guilty  of  sAvearing  or  affirming 
falsely  on  such  examination  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury. 

Section  1003.  Surcharges.  Publication  and  Filing  of  Statements. 
The  auditor  shall  complete  his  audit,  settlement,  and  adjustment  with- 
in as  short  a time  as  possible.  Any  officer  or  pereon  whose  act  or  ne- 
glect has  contributed  to  the  financial  loss  of  the  township  shall  be  sur- 
charged by  the  auditor  Avith  Ihe  amount  of  such  loss.  He  shall,  within 
ten  daj’s  thereafter,  publish,  by  advertisement  in  at  least  one  news- 
])aper  of  general  circulation,  printed  in  the  toAvnship  or  county,  a 
concise  itemized  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Sev- 
eral officers  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year.  He  shall  also,  Avithin  ten  days 
thereafter,  file  a copy  of  such  statement  with  the  secretary  of  the 
tOAvnship  and  another  copy  of  such  statement  with  the  clerk  of  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions.  When  any  tAvo  offices  are  exercised  by  the 
same  person,  only  one  statement  shall  be  required. 

Section  1004.  Cancelling  Orders.  The  auditor  shall  cancel  all 
orders  and  vouchers  presented  to  him,  which  he  finds  haAm  been  paid, 
by  Avriting  the  Avord  “audited”  on  the  face  thereof. 

Section  1005.  Penalty  for  Failure  to  Perform  Duty.  Any  audi- 


tor  neglecting  or  refusing  to  coinplj"  with  the  preceding  provisions  of 
this  article  shall  pay  a penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered, 
by  suit,  instituted  in  the  name  of  the  township,  upon  the  complaint  of 
any  taxpayer,  in  the  same  manner  as  debts  of  like  amount  are  recover- 
able. Any  penalty  recovered  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
township. 

Section  1006.  Employment  and  Compensation  of  Attorney.  The 

auditor,  in  ease  of  a disagreement  with  any  official  or  board  of 
officials  whose  accounts  he  is  required  to  audit,  may  employ  an  ^at- 
torney. Such  attorney  shall  not  be  employed  until  reasonable  effort 
to  reach  an  agreement  has  been  made,  and  only  after  notice  of  his 
intention  so  to  do  has  been  given  to  said  official  or  board  of  officials. 
The  compensation  for  such  attorney  shall  be  fixed  by  the  auditor,  and 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  per  day,  nor  total  in  any  ease 
more  than  thirty  dollai’s,  unless  when  an  appeal  is  taken  to  the  courts, 
in  which  case  the  court  shall  fix  the  additional  compensation  for  the 
attorney.  The  compensation  for  said  attorney  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  fund,  the  settlement  of  which  is  in  dispute,  by  a warrant  drawn  by 
the  auditors  upon  the  treasurer  of  such  fund,  immediately  upon  the 
final  settlement  of  the  account. 

Section  1007.  Balances  Due  to  Be  Entered  as  Judgments.  Any 
balance,  in  any  report  of  the  auditor,  against  any  officer  of  the  town- 
ship, shall  constitute  a surcharge  against  such  officer,  as  fully  as  if 
expressly  stated  in  said  report  to  be  a surcharge,  and  the  amount  of 
any  balance,  and  of  any  express  surcharge,  shall  be  entered  by  the 
prothonotary  as  a judgment  against  such  officer  and  in  favor  of  fhe 
township.  Unless  an  appeal  is  taken  as  hereinafter  provided,  the 
auditor  shall  direct  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  to  certify 
the  amount  of  every  balance  or  surcharge,  contained  in  any  such  re- 
port, to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  for  entry  thereof  by  the  prothono- 
tary as  a judgment. 

Section  1008.  Collection  of  Surcharges  by  Taxpayers.  The  audi- 
tor or  any  taxpayer  of  the  township  may  enforce  the  collection  thereof, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  township,  by  action  or  execution,  upon  filing  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas  a bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  (in  the 
case  only  of  a taxpayer)  conditioned  to  indemnify  the  township  from 
all  costs  which  may  accrue  in  the  proceeding's  undertaken  ])y  such 
taxpayer,  .subject,  however,  to  all  rights  of  appeal  from  the  report  of 
the  auditor  granted  by  this  act. 

Section  1009.  Appeals  from  Report.  The  township,  or  any  tax- 
payer thereof  on  its  behalf,  or  any  officer  or  person  whose  account 
is  settled  or  audited,  by  the  township  auditor,  may  appeal  from  any 
settlement  or  audit  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  within  thirty  days 
after  the  settlement  has  been  filed  in  the  court  of  quarter  se&sions. 

Section  1010.  Appeal  Bond.  No  appeal  by  a taxpayer  or  officer 
shall  be  allowed  unless  the  applicant  shall  enter  into  recognizance  to 
prosecute  the  same  with  effect,  and  to  pay  all  costs  accruing  thereon, 
in  case,  if  the  appellant  be  a taxpayer,  he  shall  fail  to  obtain  a final 
decision  more  favorable  to  the  township  than  that  awarded  by  the 


52 


auditor,  or,  in  ease  the  appellant  be  an  accounting  officer,  he  shall 
fail  to  obtain  a final  decision  more  favorable  to  the  officer  than  that 
awarded  by  the  auditor. 

Section  1011.  Intervention  by  Taxpayers.  AYlienever  an  appeal 
has  been  taken  from  the  report  of  the  auditor  by  the  township,  or  by 
any  person  charged  in  such  report  with  any  sum  of  money,  any  tax- 
payer of  the  townshi])  may  inteiwene  in  .such  appeal,  and  either  prose- 
cute the  same  on  its  behalf,  or  defend  it  against  the  appeal  of  the 
person  so  charged.  No  taxpayer  shall  intervene  unless  he  shall  file 
in  the  court  of  common  pleas  a bond,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  secur- 
ities, conditioned  to  indemnify  the  township  against  all  costs  accruing 
by  reason  of  such  intervention. 

Section  1012.  Consolidation  of  Appeals.  AVlien  more  than  one 
appeal  from  the  reixud  of  the  auditor  is  taken,  whether  by  the  town- 
.ship,  an  officer  or  officers  thereof,  or  by  a taxpayer,  the  court  shall, 
upon  petition  of  any  party  intere.sted,  direct  the  several  appeals  to  be 
disposed  of  in  a single  proceeding. 

Section  1013.  Testimony  and  Argument.  Any  person  interested 
may  order  the  appeal  upon  the  argument  list,  and  evidence  may  be 
taken  before  any  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  upon  rule 
ff)r  that  juir])0.se  served  u])oti  the  o])posite  i)arty. 

Section  1014.  Framed  Issues.  AViKoiever  any  matter  of  fact  is 
in  dispute  tlie  court  of  common  [)lea.s  is  authorized  to  frame  an  issue 
tor  the  trial  thereof. 

Section  1015.  Prima  Facie  Evidence.  The  accounts  of  the  officer 
or  officers  in  question  may  l)e  investigated  de  novo.  The  figures  and 
tacts  found  and  stated  l)y  the  auditor  in  his  report  of  audit  shall  be 
taken  as  prima  facie  cor-i'ect,  as  against  any  such  officer,  and  the  bur- 
den shall  be  upon  each  officer  Avliose  accounts  are  in  question  to  estab- 
lish the  validity  of  the  credits  which  he  claims. 

Section  1016.  Judgment.  Aftei-  hearing,  the  coiirt  shall  file  its 
findings  of  fact  and  law  and  enter  .judgment  in  accordance  there- 
with, and  the  .judgment  so  entered  ma.v  be  enforct'd  b.y  any  appropriate 
|)roceedings  bj^  the  party  pi’CAmiling. 

Section  1017.  Costs.  In  all  cases  of  appeal  from  the  report  or 
audit  of  the  township  auditoi-  to  the  court  of  common  iileas,  the  costs 
shall  abide  the  eveni  of  the  suit  as  in  other  cases. 

Section  1018.  Appeals.  Any  pei-son  inteiacsted  may  except  to 
the  rulings  of  the  courts,  and  may  appeal  Iherefroui  to  the  Superioi' 
oi*  Supreme  Court,  as  in  other  cases. 

Section  1019.  Counsel  Fees.  AVhen  an  appeal  is  taken  from  the 
township  auditor’s  report  or  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  any  public 
officer,  in  accordance  with  the  laAvs  relating  thereto,  and  such  appeal 
results  favorable  to  the  appellants  in  such  a manner  that  money  is 
recovered  for  any  towmship,  the  court  hearing  such  appeal  shall  make 
an  order  to  pay  a counsel  fee,  which  it  deems  just  and  reasonable,  to 
the  counsel  representing  such  appeal,  out  of  the  funds  so  recovered. 


53 


This  section  sluill  apply  to  all  svicli  cases  now  pending  ov  here- 
after brought  in  any  court  of  this  Conimouwealtli. 

AirncLB  XI 

Controller 

Section  1101.  Oath  and  Bond  of  Controller.  The  township  con- 
troller, where  such  office  has  been  created,  shall,  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  prescribed  by  this 
act  for  township  officei’s,  an;l  shall  give  bond  to  the  townsliii),  with 
two  or  more  sureties,  or  witli  a surety  company,  to  be  approved  by  the 
board  of  commissioners,  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  con- 
ditioned for  the  faithful  discliai'ge  of  his  duties,  and  to  adequately 
protect  the  township  from  any  illegal  or  unfaithful  action  by  the  con- 
troller. The  cost  of  such  bond  shall  be  paid  by  the  township. 

The  township  conti’oller  may,  at  the  instance  of  a taxi^ayer,  and 
by  ride  upon  him  for  that  purpose,  be  compelled  to  jmstify  his  bond 
as  to  the  amount  thereof,  and  the  restionsibility  of  the  sureties,  before 
the  court  of  common  pleas. 

Section  1102.  Salary  of  Controller.  The  salary  of  the  controller 
shall  be  fixed  by  ordinance.  In  townships  having  a population  of  fifty 
thou.sand  or  more,  the  salary  of  the  controller  shall  not  exceed  four 
thousand  dollars.  In  townships  having  a population  of  forty  thousand 
or  more,  but  les.s  tlian  fifty  thousand  inhabitants,  the  salaiw  of  the 
controller  shall  not  exceed  thirty-six  hundred  dollars.  In  townships 
having  a population  of  thirty  thousand  or  more,  but  less  than  forty 
thousand  inhabitants,  the  salai'y  of  the  conti-oller  shall  not  exceed 
twenty-foui'  hundred  dollars.  In  townships  having  a population  of 
twenty  thousand  or  more,  but  less  than  thirty  thousand  inhabitants, 
the  salary  of  the  controller  .shall  not  exceed  one  thousand,  five  hundred 
flollars.  In  townships  having  a po])\dation  of  fifteen  thousand  or  more, 
but  le.ss  than  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  the  salary  of  the  eon- 
ti-oller  shall  not  exceed  twelve  hundred  dollars.  In  town.ships  having 
a population  of  ten  thousand  or  more,  but  less  than  fifteen  thousand 
inhabitants,  the  salary  of  the  controller  shall  not  exceed  nine  hundred 
dollars,  in  townships  having  a population  of  le.ss  than  ten  thousand 
and  not  less  than  five  thousand,  the  salary  of  the  controller  shall  not  ex- 
ceed seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  In  townships  having  a popula- 
tion of  le.ss  than  five  thousand  and  not  le.ss  than  tweidy-tive  hundred, 
the  salaiy  of  the  coidroller  shall  not  exceed  five  hniidred  dollars.  In 
townships  havi)ig  a poi)ulatioii  of  less  than  two  thousand,  five  hun- 
dred, the  salaiy  of  tlu^  controller  shall  not  (‘xceed  three  hundred 
dollars. 

Section  1103.  General  Powers  and  Duties  of  Controller;  May 
Require  Attendance  of  Witnesses;  Penalty.  'Plie  townshi])  controller 
shall  .su])erintend  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  township.  He  shall  examine, 
audit  and  settle  all  accounts  whatsoever  in  tvhich  the  towirship  is  con- 
cerned, either  as  debtor  or  creditor,  where  provisions  for  the  settle- 
ment thereof  are  made  by  law,  and  where  no  such  ]n’ovisions,  or  an 
insufficient  provision,  has  been  made,  he  .shall  examine  such  accounts 
and  report  to  the  board  of  commissioners  the  facts  relating*  thereto, 
with  his  opinion  thereon. 
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'j’lie  coiil  I'ollej',  ill  (Kldilion  Id  the  above  audits,  shall  auniially 
audit,  settle,  and  adjust  the  aeeouuts  for  the  immediately  preeediug 
tiscal  year,  in  -which  the  township  is  concerned,  and  for  any  preced- 
ing fiscal  year  of  any  ottieer  which  have  not  previously  been  audited, 
settled  and  adjusted,  lie  shall  finish  said  audit,  settlement  and  ad- 
justment and  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  courts  of  the  county 
in  which  such  township  may  be  situated  a report  thereof,  within  sixty 
days  after  the  beginning  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  setting  forth  an 
itemized  statement  of  the  charges  against  and  credits  of  said  officers 
aiul  any  balance  or  surcharge  agaiirst  them.  The  amount  of  any  bal- 
ance or  shortage,  or  of  any  expenditure  of  a kind  or  made  in  a manner 
prohibited  or  not  authorized  by  statute,  or  -which  causes  a financial 
loss  to  the  township,  shall  be  surcharged  against  any  officer  against 
whom  such  balance  or  shortage  shall  appear,  or  who,  by  vote,  act  or 
neglect,  has  made,  approved  or  pernutted  such  expenditure.  Any 
balance  or  surcharge  against  any  such  officer  shall  by  direction  of  the 
controller  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  courts  to  the  prothouotary 
who  shall  enter  the  same  fis  a judgment  against  such  officer  indess  he 
shall  api)eal  from  such  report  as  hereinafter  provided. 

The  township  controller  shall  have  supervision  and  control  of  the 
accounts  of  all  departments,  bureami,  and  officers  of  the  township, 
authorized  to  collect,  receive  or  disburse  the  public  moneys,  or  who 
are  charged  with  the  management  or  custody  thereof.  He  shall  audit 
their  respective  accounts  aiid  may  at  any  time  require  from  any  of 
Ihem  a statement  in  writing  of  any  moneys  or  property  of  the  town- 
ship in  their  hands  or  umler  their  control,  and  he  shall,  immediately 
upon  the  discovery  of  any  default,  irregularity  or  delinquency,  report 
the  same  to  the  board  of  commissioners.  He  .shall  also  audit  and  re- 
port upon  the  account  of  any  such  officer  upon  the  death,  resignation, 
removal  or  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  said  officer. 

In  the  making  of  any  audit  or  settlement,  and  in  the  authentica- 
tion of  any  account  or  claim  or  demand  against  the  township,  the  con- 
troller of  any  township  shall  have  the  same  power  and  authority  to 
obtain  the  attendance  before  him  of  parties  and  witnesses,  and  the 
production  of  books  and  papers,  and  to  administer  oaths  and  affirma- 
tions, as  are  given  by  law  to  county  and  township  auditors.  All  per- 
sons guilty  of  swearing  or  affirming  falsely  before  him  shall  be  liable 
to  the  penalty  for  perjury. 

Section  1104.  Controller  to  Countersign  Warrants.  The  toAvnship 
controller  shall  countersign  all  wari'ants  upon  the  town, ship  treasurer, 
the  form  thereof  to  be  ])reseribed  by  the  board  of  eommis.sioner.s,  but 
no  warraiit  shall  be  counteisigned  unle.ss  there  is  sufficient  unen- 
cumbered money  in  fbe  j-espective  appj-oin-iation  item  to  ])ay  the  same. 
Whenevei-  a warrant  on  the  trea.surer  shall  be  presented  to  the  con- 
troller 1o  be  countersigned,  the  j)erson  presenting  the  .same  .shall,  if 
the  controller  require,  produce  evidence; 

1.  That  the  amount  expressed  in  the  Avarrant  is  due  to  the  person 
in  whose  favor  it  is  drawn. 

2.  That  tlie  supj)lie.s  or  services  for  payment  of  which  the  w'ar- 
rant  is  drawn  have  been  furnished  or  performed  according  to  law,  and 
the  terms  of  the  contract. 
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Section  1105.  Controller  to  Prevent  Appropriation  Over  Drafts. 

Tlie  township  controller  shall  not  permit  any  appropriation  made  by 
the  board  of  township  commissioners  to  be  overdrawn.  AVhenever  an 
appropriation  is  exliansted,  the  object  of  which  is  not  comjilete,  he 
sliall  immediately  report  tlic  fact  to  the  board  of  commissionei's,  and 
accomi)any  sncli  report  Avith  a statement  of  the  moneys  whicli  have 
been  drawn  on  snch  ap[)ro])riation  and  the  pai'tieular  i)nrposc  for 
wliich  they  are  drawn. 

Section  1106.  Amount  of  Contracts  to  Be  Charged  Against  Ap- 
propriations. EA^ery  contract  iin'olviiig  api)roj>riati(m  of  money  sliall 
designate  the  item  of  ajipropriation  on  Avhieh  it  is  founded,  and  the 
estimated  amount  of  the  expenditure  thereunder  shall  be  charged 
against  snch  item  and  so  certified  by  the  toAvnshi|)  contrullei'  on  the 
contract,  before  it  shall  take  effect  as  a contract,  and  the  ]myment  re- 
(piired  by  such  eontiaict  shall  be  made  from  the  fund  ap|)ropriated 
therefor.  If  the  controller  shall  certify  any  contract  in  e.xcess  of  the 
appropriation  made  therefor,  the  toAvnship  shall  not  be  liable  for  sm-h 
excess,  but  the  controller  and  his  sureties  shall  be  liable  for  the  same, 
AAdiich  may  be  recovered  in  an  action  at  laAv  by  the  contracting  party 
aggrieved.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  controller  to  certify  contracts 
for  the  payments  of  Avhich  .sufficient  aiipropriations  liaA^e  been  made. 

Section  1107.  Controller’s  Report.  The  toAvnshi])  conti'oller  shall, 
as  often  as  he  may  deem  expedient  or  the  board  of  commissioners 
shall  direct,  suggest  plans  to  the  lioai'd  of  commissioners  for  the  man- 
agement and  imjirovement  of  the  toAvnship  finances ; and  he  shall  make 
a report,  verified  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  the  lioard  of  commi.ssioners, 
at  the  first  stated  meeting  in  -Tannary  in  each  year,  of  the  public 
account  of  the  toAvnship,  and  of  the  trusts  in  its  care,  exhibiting  all 
the  expenditures  thereof  respectiATly,  the  sources  from  AAdiich  the 
reA'enue  and  funds  are  derived,  and  the  manner  in  Avhieh  the  same 
have  been  disbursed.  Each  account  shall  be  accompanied  by  a detailed 
statement  of  the  several  apiAropriations  made  by  the  board  of  com- 
mLssioners.  the  amount  draAvn  on  each  appropriation,  and  the  balance 
standing  to  the  debit  or  credit  of  such  appropriation.  The  report  shall 
be  publislied,  at  the  exiiense  of  the  toAvnship,  once  a Aveek  for  tAA’o 
Aveeks  in  a ncAVS]>aper  cireulatiug  generally  in  the  tOAvnship. 

Section  1108.  Books  to  Be  Kept  by  Controller.  Tiie  toAvnshii) 
controller  shall  keeji  a regular  set  of  books,  in  Avhich  shall  he  opened 
and  kept  as  many  accounts,  under  a])i)ropriate  tifles.  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  shoAV  separately  and  distinctly  all  the  estates  and  iiropei-ty 
AvliatsocA'cr.  real  and  personal,  Amsted  in  the  tOAvnshiiu  all  trusts  iji 
the  care  of  the  same,  all  debts  due  aud  oAviug  the  tOAvnshij),  all  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  various  depart mmits  of  the  toAvnship 
gOA’crument,  and  all  apiiropriations  made  by  tlie  board  of  commis- 
sioners and  the  sums  under  the  same  re.spectiA'cly. 

Section  1109.  Appeals  from  Controller’s  Report;  Bond;  Pro- 
cedure on  Appeal.  It  shall  be  bnvful  for  the  toAvnship,  or  any  tax- 
]>ayer  thereof  on  its  behalf,  or  any  officer  against  AAdiom  any  sum  shall 
be  charged  in  the  report  of  audit  by  the  controller  as  tiled  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to  appeal  thei'efrom  to  the  eonri  of  comnion 
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pleas  witlniitliii'ty  days  after  the  same  shall  he  tiled  iu  the  pro- 
hoiiotary  s nthee.  The  ai)peal  shall  be  filed  in  the  same  number  and 
term  m udueh  the  report  lias  been  tiled.  If  the  appellant  is  a taxpayer 
or  any  (^eer  charged  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  tile  a bond  with  one  or 
more  suthment  securities,  conditioned  to  pay  all  costs  thereafter  ac- 
cruing m ca.se  a decision  more  favorable  to  the  party  on  whose  behalf 
I he  appeal  shall  be  taken  than  that  contained  in  the  report  of  audit 
shall  not  be  obtained.  ’ 

In  case  any  appeal  shall  he  taken  as  aforesaid,  the  same  may  be 
placed  n])on  the  argument  list  of  said  court  by  either  party.  Testi- 
inony  ami  evidence  as  to  ihe  acconirs  of  any  such  officer  may'be  taken 
before  said  court,  or  by  depositions,  as  the  court  may  direct,  in  the 
course  ol  which  the  said  accounts  may  be  iu ve.stigated  de  novo, ’and  the 
burden  shall  he  upon  each  officer,  Avhose  accounts  are  involved  in  the 
a))peal._  <d  establishing,  by  ('vidence  from  original  .sources,  his  right 
to  ci-edifs  claimed  by  him,  but  the  op])osing  jiarty  in  such  aiipeal  ntay 
ii.se  any  tacts,  figures  or  liudiugs  of  the  rejiort  of  audit  as  prima  facie 
evulence  against  any  officer. 


Section  1110.  Court  to  File  Conclusions  of  Fact  and  Law;  Judg- 
ment; Appeals.  ^ Aftm-  argument  of  said  appeal,  the  court  shall  tile 
its  conclusions  ot  fact  and  law,  and  answers  to  an.y  requests,  and  enter 
.ludgment  in  accordance  therewith  in  favor  of  and  against  the  proper 
parties.  After  argument,  the  court  may  direct  an  issue  to  be  tried 
by  a jury  as  to  any  specific  disputed  questions  of  fact.  Appeals  may 
be  taken  by  any  ]ier.son  intere.sted  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court 
Irom  any  such  judgment  ot  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  the  same 
way  that  apjieals  are  now  authori/ed  by  law  to  be  taken. 

Section  nil.  Intervention  of  Taxpayers.  When  any  appeal  to 
the  court  ot  common  pleas  shall  be  taken,  a,s  aforesaid,  by  the  town- 
ship  or  any  officiu's  charged  in  said  report  with  any  sum  of  money, 
any  taxpayer  may  come  into  court  and  intervene  in' said  apimal,  and 
on  behalf  of  the  township  may  cause  the  same  to  he  iirnsecuted  to’ final 
.judgment  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  .same  effect  as  the  town- 
shi|)  authorities  could  do.  Such  taxjiayer  .shall,  at  the  time  of  inter- 
\eniug,  file  in  said  court  a bond,  'with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties, 
conditioned  b.i  iiidemnify  the  townslii|)  from  all  costs  that  may  accrue 
by  reason  ol  .such  iuteiuanit ion  siibsi'quently  thereto. 

Collection  of  any  judgment  against  any  township  officer,  entered 
hv  A'irtiie  iit  a ('ontroller  s report  ol  audit,  or  in  the  course  of  an  ap- 
peal therefrom_  may  be  enforced  against  such  officer  and  his  sureties 
by  the  lownshi))  or  any  taxjiayer  thereof  on  its  behalf  by  any  ap- 
jirojiriate  jiroceedings  executionary  or  otherwise. 

Section  1112.  Consolidation  of  Appeals.  AVheu  more  than  one 
appeal  from  a controller’s  rejiort  of  audit  shall  have  been  taken 
whether  by  the  townshij),  a township  officer  or  officers,  or  a taxpayer 
or  any  or  all  of  them,  the  court  of  common  pleas  shall,  upon  petition 
of  an.y  jiarty  interested,  direct  the  several  appeals  to  be  disposed  of 
in  a single  proceeiling. 


Section  1113.  Controller  to  Retain  Books,  Documents,  Et  Cetera, 
Pending  Appeals.  Evmy  township  eonti-oller  .shall  retain  in  his  pos- 
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session,  during  llie  tliirty  days’  period  elapsing  bet-ween  the  date  of 
tiling  his  report  and  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  filing  the  appeal 
therefrom,  all  books,  doeuments,  voneliers,  cheeks  and  other  j^apers 
which  have  been  procured  before  him  in  the  course  of  liis  audit  of  the 
accounts  of  township  officers,  and,  if  any  appeal  sltall  be  taken,  shall 
continue  to  hold  the  same  for  production  in  tlie  proceeding  1o  de- 
termine llie  ap|)eal.  . - 


ARTICLE  XT! 

Township  Solicitor 

Section  1201.  Election.  Vacancies.  The  board  of  commissioners, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  January  in  any  even-numbered  year,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  may  elect,  by  a vote  of  a ma.iority  of  the  mem- 
bers, one  person  learned  in  the  law,  who  shall  be  styled  the  township 
solicitor,  and  Avho  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  the  first 
Monday  of  January  of  the  even-numbered  year  in  or  succeeding  which 
he  was  elected,  and  until  his  successor  qualifies.  The  compensation  of 
the  solicitor  shall  be  fixed  by  the  board  of  commissioners  and  shall  not 
exceed  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  Vacancies  in  the  ofSce  of 
township  solicitor  shall  be  filled  by  the  board  of  commissioners  for  the 
unexpired  term. 

Section  1202.  Bond.  The  township  solicitoi-  shall  give  a bond 
to  the  township,  with  two  or  more  sureties,  or  one  trust  or  bonding  com- 
pany, to  be  approved  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  in  such  sum  as  it 
shall  by  ordinance  direct,  conditioneil  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  duty. 

Section  1203.  Solicitor  to  Have  Control  of  Law  Matters.  The 
law  matters  of  the  township  shall  l)e  under  the  su])erintendence,  discre- 
tion, and  control  of  the  townshiji  solicitor,  and  no  official  or  official 
body  of  the  township,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,  shall  employ 
an  additional  counsel  without  the  assent  or  I'atification  of  the  board  of 
commissioners. 

Section  1204.  Duties  of  Solicitor.  The  township  solicitor  shall 
prepare  such  bonds,  obligations,  contracts,  leases,  conveyances,  and  as- 
surances to  which  the  township  or  any  department  thereof  may  be  a 
party,  as  may  be  directed  by  ordinance  or  resolution  ; he  shall  commence 
and  prosecute  all  actions  brought  by  the  township  for  or  on  account  of 
any  of  the  estates,  rights,  trusts,  privileges,  claims,  or  demands,  as  well 
as  defend  all  actions  or  suits  against  the  township,  or  any  officer  thereof, 
wherein  or  whereby  any  of  the  estates,  rights,  privileges,  trusts,  ordi- 
nances, or  accounts,  of  the  township,  may  be  brought  in  question  before 
any  court  in  the  Commonwealth ; and  shall  do  every  professional  act  in- 
cident to  the  office  which  he  may  be  authorized  or  required  to  do  by  the 
board  of  commissioners  or  by  any  ordinance  or  resolution.  He  shall, 
whenever  required,  furnish  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  the  com- 
mittees thereof,  with  his  opinion  in  writing  upon  any  (inestion  of  law 
which  may  be  submitted  by  any  of  them  in  their  official  capacities. 
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ARTICLE  XIII 
Township  Engineer 
(fl)  General  Provisions 

Section  1301.  Election  of  Township  Engineer.  Term.  Filling 
of  Vacancies.  The  board  of  eonimissioiiers  on  the  first  Monday  of 
January  in  any  even-nninbered  year,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be 
l^racticable,  may  elect,  by  a vote  of  a majority  of  the  members,  one 
person  as  township  engineer  who  shall  be  a registered  civil  engineer, 
lie  shall  serve  for  a term  of  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  Jan- 
uary of  tlie  even-numbered  year  in  or  succeeding  which  he  was  elected, 
and  until  liis  successor  qualifies.  The  board  of  commissioners  shall 
fix  the  compensation  of  the  engineer.  Vacancies  in  the  office  of  town- 
ship engineer  .shall  be  filled  by  the  board  of  commissioners  for  the  unex- 
])ired  term. 

Section  1302.  Bond.  The  township  engineer  shall  give  a bond 
to  the  township,  with  two  or  more  sureties,  or  one  trust  or  bonding 
company,  to  be  approved  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  in  such  sum 
as  it  shall  by  ordinance  direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  duty. 

Section  1303.  Control  of  Engineering  Matters.  The  township 
engineer  shall  have  the  superintendence,  direction  and  control  of  the 
engineering  matters  of  the  township,  and  no  department  of  the  town- 
ship shall  employ  or  retain  any  additional  engineer,  except  with  the 
consent  and  ratification  of  the  board  of  commissioners. 

Section  1304.  Duties.  Preparation  of  Plans.  The  township  en- 
gineer shall  perform  such  duties  as  the  board  of  commissioners  shall 
jirescribe  as  to  the  construction,  reconstruction,  maintenance  and  re- 
jiair  of  all  streets,  roads,  pavements,  sewei-s,  bridges,  culverts,  and 
other  engineering  work.  He  shall  ])repare  plans,  specifications  and  esti- 
mates of  all  such  work  undertaken  by  such  township,  and  shall,  when- 
ever required,  furnish  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  the  committees 
thereof,  with  reports,  information  or  estimates  on  any  township  en- 
gineering work,  or  on  questions  submitted  by  any  of  them  in  their  of- 
ficial capacity. 

Section  1305.  Certificate  of  Commencement  and  of  Completion  of 
Municipal  Improvements.  The  township  engineer  shall,  immediately 
after  the  completion  of  any  municipal  improvement,  the  cost  of  which, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  is  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  abutting  prop- 
erty, make  certificate  in  which  he  .shall  state  the  day  or  time  on  which 
the  particular  improvement  Avas  completed,  and  shall  file  the  same  Avith 
the  township  secretary,  Avho  shall  enter  the  said  day  or  time  of  com- 
l)Ietion  of  the  Avork  in  a book  to  be  kept  by  him  for  said  purpose ; and 
the  said  day  or  time  mentioned  in  said  certificate  shall  be  conclusive 
on  all  parties  as  to  the  time  the  said  Avork  Avas  completed.  The  time  of 
completion  of  the  Avork,  referred  to  in  this  .section  and  in  other  parts 
of  this  act,  shall  be  taken  to  mean  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the 
AA'hole  contract  for  the  improvement.  He  shall  also  furnish  to  the 
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township  secretary  a certificate  showing  the  time  at  which  any  such 
particular  improvement  was  commenced,  and  such  certificate  sliail  he 
conclusive  evidence  oF  the  time  when  the  said  improvement  was  hetrnn  ; 
and  an  entry  of  snch  date  shall  he  made  by  said  secretary  in  the  honk 
aforesaid. 

Section  1306.  Surveys.  Tlie  township  engineer  shall  have  the 
charge  and  direction  of  all  surveys  and  regulations  authorized  hy  any 
act  of  a.ssemhly,  or  ordinance  of  such  township. 

(h)  Real  Estate  Registry 

Section  1310.  Provisions  for  Registration  of  Real  Estate.  For 

the  purpose  of  procuring  accurate  information  in  reference  to  the  own- 
ership of  all  real  estate,  the  board  of  township  commissioners  may  pro- 
vide, by  ordinance,  for  the  registry  thereof  in  the  manner  following. 

Section  1311.  Preparation  of  Books,  Plans  and  Maps.  The  town- 
ship engineer  of  any  towmship  in  which  sirch  registry  shall  he  estab- 
lished as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  to  be  made  all  such  necessary  hooks, 
maps  and  plans  as  will  .show  the  situation  and  dimensions  of  each  prop- 
erty therein,  which  hooks,  maps,  or  plans  shall  he  so  prepared  as  to 
show  the  house  number,  if  any,  the  name  of  the  owner  or  owners 
thereof,  with  blank  spaces  for  the  owner  of  each  lot,  with  provision  for 
the  names  of  future  owners,  and  dates  of  future  transfer  of  title.  For 
such  purpose  the  township  engineer  shall  have  free  access,  without 
charge,  to  any  of  the  pnblie  records  wherein  the  necessary  iiiformation 
may  be  obtainable  therefor.  He  may  also  cause  search  to  he  made  in 
any  other  place  for  any  muniments  or  evidence  of  title,  not  reported  to 
him  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  requisite  for  the  completion  of  such 
books,  maps  or  plans. 

Section  1312.  Preservation  of  Records.  The  said  books,  maps  and 
plans  shall  be  carefully  preserved  in  the  office  of  tlie  engineer  of  said 
township;  and  shall  be  so  kept,  by  additions  from  time  to  time,  or  other- 
wise, as  to  show  the  owmersliip  of  every  lot  or  piece  of  real  estate,  or  sub- 
division thereof,  within  the  township  limits,  with  the  successive  trans- 
missions of  title,  from  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  such  plans ; but 
nothing  therein  or  in  this  article  shall  invalidate  any  municipal  or  tax 
claim  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  same  is  not  assessed  or  levied  against 
the  registered  owner. 

Section  1313.  Certified  Copies  of  Entries  Admissible  as  Evidence. 
Certified  copies,  under  the  hand  of  the  said  engineer,  of  any  of  the 
entries  in  said  books,  or  upon  said  maps  or  plans,  shall  be  received  in 
evidence  in  the  same  manner  as  the  books,  maps  and  plans  themselves 
might  be  admissible  for  such  purposes;  and  may  l)e  also  furnished  to 
any  person  desiring  the  same,  for  such  fee  or  compensation  for  the  use 
of  the  towmship  as  may  be  fixed  hy  ordinance. 

Section  1314.  Duties  Imposed  on  Owners  of  Real  Estate  When 
Registry  Established.  Penalty.  All  owners  of  unregistered  real  estate 
within  the  townshi]')  limits,  within  one  month  froni  the  date  oF  the  a|)- 
proval  of  the  ordinance  establishing  such  registry,  and  every  suhse- 
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quent  purchaser,  and  every  devisee  or  person  acquiring  title  by  parti- 
lion  or  otherwise,  to  any  real  estate  therein,  within  one  month  after 
acqidring  such  title,  shall  furnish  to  the  said  engineer,  at  his  office  de- 
scriiDitions  of  their  respective  ])ropertips,  upon  blanks  furnished  by  the 
tow'nship,  and  at  the  same  time,  present  their  conveyance  to  be  stamped 
by  said  engineer,  without  chai-ge,  as  evidence  of  tlie  registration  there- 
of. Any  person  or  persons  neglecting  or  refusing  to  comply  Avith  the 
provisions  of  fids  sectio]i,  for  a jieriod  of  thirty  days  after  piildic  notice 
of  the  reijuiremeuts  thereof,  shall  be  liable  to' a penalty  of  five  dollars, 
to  be  recovered,  Avith  costs  of  suit,  in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  the 
toAA'nship,  as  lumalties  for  the  violation  of  toAvnship  ordinances  are  re- 
coverable : Provided,  hoAvever,  That  such  registration  may,  Avithin  said 
thirty  day  period,  be  also  effected  by  the  Recorder  of 'Deeds  of  the 
county  in  accordance  Avith  existing  law. 

Section  1315.  Registry  of  Properties  Sold  at  Judicial  Sales. 
Duty  of  County  Officers.  Penalty.  The  sheriffs  of  the  respective 
counties  in  which  such  toAvnships  are  situated  shall  present  for  registry 
the  deeds  of  all  jiroperties  Avithin  the  township  limits  sold  by  them  at 
.judicial  sales.  AA'hether  by  execution,  or  in  partition  or  otherAvise. 

ARTICLE  XIV 
PoracE 

Section  1401.  Appointment  and  Compensation  of  Policemen. 
Ihe  board  of  toAvnship  commissioners  shall  fix,  b.A'’  ordinance  or  resolu- 
tion, the  number,  rank  and  comiiensation  of  the  members  of  tlu'  town- 
ship police  force.  No  policeman  shall  at  the  same  time  hold  any  public 
office  other  than  constable  and  health  officer.  The  board  of  commis- 
sioners shall  prescribe  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  police  force. 

Section  1402.  Chief  of  Police  and  Other  Officers.  The  board  of 
commissioners  may  designate  the  superintendent  or  the  chief  of  police 
and  other  officers,  AA’ho  shall  serA^e  until  their  successors  are  duly  desig- 
nated and  qualified. 

Section  1403.  Powers  of  Policemen.  Policemen  shall  be  ex-officio 
constables  of  the  toAvnship  and  may,  Avithout  warrant  and  on  view, 
arrest  and  commit  for  hearing  any  and  all  persons  guilty  of  a breach 
of  the  peace,  Amgrancy,  riotous  or  disorderly  conduct  or  drunkenness, 
or  who  may  be  engaged  in  the  commission  of  any  rrnlaAvful  act  tending 
to  imperil  the  personal  security  or  endanger  the  property  of  the  citi- 
zens, or  Adolating  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  township  for  the  viola- 
tion of  Avhich  a fine  or  jmnalty  is  imposed. 

Section  1404.  Service  of  Process.  Fees.  Policemen  shall  have 
authority  to  serve  and  execute  all  criminal  process  for  the  violation  of 
the  toAvnship  ordinances,  Avliich  may  be  issued  by  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  toAvnship,  and  shall  charge  the  same  fees  ancl  costs  as  per- 
tain by  law  to  constables  for  similai'  services;  but  such  fees  and  costs 
shall  be  paid  to  the  toAvnship  treasurer  for  the  use  of  the  township. 
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Section  1405.  Supervision  of  Police.  Tlie  chief  of  police  and 
])olicenien  shall  obey  the  orders  of  the  l)oard  of  township  commis.sion- 
ers  or  sneh  other  pei'son  or  committee  as  may  be  designated  by  ordi- 
nance or  resolution  of  the  board  for  such  ])nrposes. 

Section  1406.  Keepers  to  Receive  Prisoners.  I'lie  kcciters  of  jails, 
lockups  and  station-honsc.s  shall  r^*c(’i^■^'  all  jiersons  ari'ested  by  police- 
men for  the  commission  of  any  offense  against  the  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth or  the  ordinances  of  the  township. 

Section  1407.  Badge.  The  police,  when  on  duty,  shall  wear  a 
badge  or  shield  with  the  words  “Towmship  Police”  and  the  name  of  the 
township  inscribed  thereon. 

Section  1408.  Not  to  Receive  Fees.  Townships  employing  police- 
men shall  pay  to  all  such  policemen  a fixed  or  stipulated  salary.  It 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  such  policemen  to  charge  or  accept  any  fee 
or  other  compensation,  in  addition  to  his  salary,  for  any  service  ren- 
dered or  performed  by  him  of  any  kind  or  nature  whatsoever  pertain- 
ing to  his  office  or  duties  as  a policeman,  except  public  rewards  and  the 
expenses  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Section  1409.  Establishment  of  Police  Pension  Fund.  Manage- 
ment. Townships  may,  by  ordinance,  establish  a police  pension  fund 
to  be  maintained  by  an  equal  percentage  charge  against  each  member 
of  the  police  force,  not  exceeding  annually  four  per  centum  of  the  pay 
of  such  member.  The  fund  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  town- 
ship commissioners  or  such  committee  as  they  may  designate  and  shall 
be  applied  under  such  regulations  as  the  commissioners  may  by  ordi- 
nance prescribe  for  the  benefit  of  such  members  of  the  police  force  as 
shall  receive  honorable  discharge  therefrom  by  reason  of  age  or  disabil- 
ity and  the  families  of  such  as  may  be  injured  or  killed  in  the  service. 
Any  allowances  made  to  those  who  are  retired  by  reason  of  disability 
or  age  shall  be  in  conformity  with  a uniform  scale. 

Section  1410.  Minimum  Service  for  Retirement.  The  ordinance, 
establishing  the  police  pension  fund,  may  prescribe  a minimum  period 
of  continuous  service,  not  less  than  twenty  year’s  and  an  age  limit,  after 
which  members  of  the  force  may  be  retired  from  active  duty,  and  may 
be  entitled  to  benefits  of  srrch  fund.  Policemen  so  retired  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  service  as  police  reserves  until  unfitted  for  such  service  by  rea- 
son of  age  or  disability,  when  they  may  be  finally  discharged. 

Section  1411.  Retirement  Allowance.  The  basis  of  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  pension  shall  be  determined  by  the  rate  of  monthly  pay  of 
the  member  at  the  date  of  death,  honorable  discharge,  or  retirement, 
and  shall  not  in  any  case  exceed  in  any  year  one-half  the  annual  pay 
of  such  member,  computed  at  such  monthly  rate. 

Section  1412.  General  Funds  of  Township  not  Liable.  Payments 
made  for  retirement  allowances  shall  be  a charge  on  no  other  fund  in 
the  treasury  of  the  township  or  under  its  control  other  than  the  police 
pension  fund. 

Section  1413.  Township  Appropriations.  Gifts.  Management. 
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Any  townshijt  may  make  contributions  to  the  police  pension  fund  and 
may  take  by  gift,  grant,  devise,  or  bequest  any  money  or  property, 
I eaj,  pei’sonal  oi'  itiixcd  in  trust  for  the  l)e)ietit  of  such  police  j)ensio]i 
Fund.  The  care,  management,  investmeni,  and  disposal  of  such  trust 
tunds  or  ])]-opcrty  sball  be  vested  in  such  officers  as  the  township  com- 
missioners sliall,  by  ordinance,  direct  and  shall  be  governed  by  such 
(•ffieci’s,  subject  to  any  directions  not  inconsistent  therewith,  as  the 
donors  of  such  funds  and  jiroperty  may  prescribe.  Any  township  may 
also  make  contributions  to  any  incorporated  police  pension  fund  ex- 
tending retirement  benefits  to  police  officers  of  the  township,  subject  to 
such  conditions  as  the  township  comniLssioners  may  impose. 

Section  1414.  Reasons  for  Denying  Retirement  Allowance.  No 
person  participating  in  such  police  pension  fund  established  by  ordi- 
nance, and  becoming  entitled  to  receive  a benefit  therefrom,  shall  be 
deprived  of  his  rights,  except  for  failing  to  comply  with  some  general 
regulation  relating  to  the  management  of  such  fund  which  may  be 
made  by  ordinance  and  which  provides  that  a failure  to  comply  there- 
with shall  terminate  the  right  to  pai-ticipate  in  the  pension  fund,  after 
such  notice  and  hearing  as  it  shall  prescribe. 

ARTICLE  XV 

Corporate  Power, s 

Section  1501.  Suits.  Property.  Townships  of  the  first  class  may — 
I.  Sue  and  be  sued  by  the  name  of  the  tovmship  of '.  . . 

TI.  Acquire,  hold,  lease,  let  and  convey  such  real  and  pei’sonal 
estate  as  the  purpose  of  the  township  shall  require.  Such  real  and 
jau-sonal  estate;  shall  be  taken  and  held  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  township,  and  for  such  objects  and  purposes  as  town- 
ship rates  and  levies  are  authorized  by  law  to  be  laid  for. 

Section  1502.  The  corporate  ])Ower  of  a township  of  the  first  class 
shall  be  vested  in  the  board  of  township  commissioners.  The  board 
shall  have  power — 

I.  Ordinances  and  Resolutions.  To  adopt  resolutions  and  ordi- 
nances prescribing  the  manner  in  which  the  powers  of  the  township 
shall  be  carried  out,  and  generally  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  town- 
ship. All  such  ordinances,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  law,  shall  be 
published  at  least  once  in  one  newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  the 
townshij).  Such  ordinance  shall  not  become  effective  until  ten  days 
after  the  publication  aforesaid.  In  any  case  in  which  maps,  plans  or 
drawings  of  any  kind  are  ado})ted  as  part  of  an  ordinance,  the  com- 
missioners may.  instead  of  jiublishing  the  same  as  part  of  the  ordi- 
nance, refer  in  publishing  the  ordinance  to  the  place  where  such  maps, 
plans  or  drawings  are  on  file  and  may  be  examined. 

II.  Fines  for  Violation  of  Ordinances.  To  prescribe  fines  and 
penalties  iiot  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars  in  any  instance,  for  the 
violation  of  township  ordinances,  which  fines  and  penalties  may  be  col- 
lected by  suit  brought  in  the  name  of  the  township  before  any  justice 
of  Ihe  ]ieace,  in  like  manner  as  debts  of  like  amount  may  be  sued  for  by- 
existing  laws. 


63 

III.  Officers,  Positions  and  Departments.  To  create  any  office, 
position  or  department  Avhich  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  good 
government  and  interests  of  the  township ; to  fix  the  compensation  of 
persons  appointed  thereto;  and  to  employ  the  township  assessor  and  any 
assistant  township  assessor  to  perform  work  for  the  township  in  con- 
nection with  the  assessment  and  valuation  of  property  and  occupations 
for  taxation  purposes,  or  to  perform  other  work  when  not  engaged  toi 
the  county,  and  to  fix  their  compensation  payable  by  the  township. 

IV.  Township  Manager.  To  create,  by  ordinance,  the  office  of 
township  manager,  and  in  like  manner  to  abolish  the  same. 

The  powei-s,  duties,  term  of  office,  and  compensation  of  the  township 
manager  shall  be  regulated  by  ordinance.  The  commissioners  may  dele- 
gate. subject  to  recall,  any  of  their  respective  non-legislative  and  non- 
judicial  powers  and  duties  to  the  township  manager.  He  shaU  give  a 
bond  to  the  township,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  or  one  bonding  com- 
pany, to  be  approved  by  the  commissioner’s,^  in  such  sum  as  it  shall,  by 
ordinance,  direct,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  pei'formance  of  his 
duties. 

V.  Police  Force.  To  establish,  eciuip,  and  maintain  a police  force, 
and  to  define  the  duties  of  the  same. 

VI.  Lockups  and  Commitments.  To  provide  for  the  erection  or 
purchase  of  lockups  in  the  township  for  the  detention  ancl  confinement 
of  vagrants  and  persons  arrested  by  the  police  officers,  until  the  persons 
so  arrested  can  be  taken  before  a justice  of  the  peace  for  hearing ; but 
no  person  shall  be  detained  therein  for  a longer  time  than  twenty-four 
hours  (Sunday  excepted)  except  upon  order  of  a justice  of  the  peace, 
legally  authorized,  who  may  commit  any  such  person  for  further  hear- 
ing. 

VII.  Committing  Magistrate.  To  designate  from  time  to  time  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  to  sit  at  the  police  station  or  toAvn  hall  as 
a committing  magistrate. 

VIII.  Vagrants.  To  arrest  and  confine,  and  to  set  to  work  on  the 
roads  or  elsewhere,  all  vagrants  found  in  the  township. 

IX.  Disorderly  Practices.  To  define  and  prohibit  disorderly  prac- 
tices within  the  limits  of  the  township. 

X.  Public  Safety.  To  take  all  needful  means  for  securing  the 
safety  of  pei’soms  or  property  within  the  townshi]). 

XI.  Road  Implements.  To  purchase  tools,  im])lements,  machin- 
ery, timber,  and  materials  necessary  for  tbe  making,  paving,  and  re- 
pairing of  streets,  highways,  sidewalks  and  other  ])ublic  work ; to  em- 
ploy sufficient  number  of  laborers  to  make  and  repair  the  same  and  to 
lease  or  lend  such  tools,  implements,  and  machinery  to  other  townships, 
boroughs,  or  cities. 

XII.  Lights.  To  establish  lights  along  the  highways,  inehuling 
State  and  county  highways,  whei’ever  deemed  ex])edient,  and  on  and 
along  State  highways  and  county  highways,  running  through  such 
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toAviLsliips.  No  aucli  lights  shall  be  established  upon  State  highways 
until  a permit  has  first  been  obtained  from  the  State  Department  of 
Highways,  or  upon  county  highways  until  a permit  has  first  been  ob- 
tained from  the  county  commissioners. 

XIII.  Lighting  Tax.  On  the  petition  of  the  owners  of  a ma- 
joj-ity  of  the  lineal  feet  frontage  along  any  highway  or  portion  there- 
of in  any  village  witliiu  the  towiishii),  to  enter  into  contracts  wfith 
electric,  gas  or  other  lighting  companies  to  liglit  and  illuminate  the 
streets,  highways,  and  other  public  places  in  said  village  with  electric 
light,  gas  light,  or  other  illuminant. 

The  township  commissioners  may  levy  for  the  maintenance  of  said 
lights  an  annual  special  tax  \ipon  all  the  property,  including  factories 
and  places  of  business,  abutting  upon  said  highways,  based  upon  the 
assessment  for  county  purposes.  Such  tax  shall  be  collected  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  taxes.  The  township  treasurer  shall  receive 
the  same  commission  as  on  other  township  taxes.  No  such  tax  shall 
be  levied  against  any  farm  land,  but  vacant  lots  between  built-up  sec- 
tions, whether  tilled  or  uutilled,  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  farm  lands. 
The  tomiship  treasurer  shall  keej)  all  such  taxes  collected  for  light- 
ing the  highways  in  a separate  account  and  pay  out  the  same  only 
upon  orders  signed  by  the  president  or  vice-president  of  the  towmship 
commissioner.s,  attested  by  the  secretary  or  assistant  secretary.  The 
treasurer  shall  make  a report  to  the  auditor  or  controller  of  the  town- 
ship annually. 

XIV.  Water  Supplies.  To  enter  into  contracts  with  any  person 
or  corporation  to  sup])ly  water  for  fire  protection  and  other  purpose.s 
for  a period  not  exceeding  tweidy  years.  No  such  contract  shall  he 
exclusive  as  against  the  i-iglit  of  any  other  -water  company,  nor  inter- 
fere with  the  right,  of  .such  townshi))  to  erect,  maintain,  and  operate 
its  own  waterworks. 

XV.  Fire  and  Water  Districts.  Bond  Issues  and  Taxes.  To 
ci-eate  by  ordinance,  lire  and  water  districts  in  any  portion  or  portions 
of  townships  when,  in  their  o|)inion,  the  same  is  necessary  for  the  safety 
and  couveuienee  of  the  ijihabitants  of  said  township,  to  issue  bonds 
i-estricted  to  the  (list rids  so  created,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and 
maintaining  the  necessary  sui)ply  of  water  to  said  district,  and  to 
levy  such  special  tax  restricted  1o  said  district  as  may  he  necessary 
to  redeem  any  bonds  so  issued.  In  lien  of  the  foregoing  provisions 
relating  to  the  issne  of  bonds  the  town.ship  commissioners  may  charge 
for  an.v  such  water  sup])ly  by  an  assessment  of  a special  water  tax  on 
all  properties  located  in  the  water  district,  which  tax  .shall  be  based 
on  the  assessment  for  county  purposes  as  established  for  general  tax- 
ation. Such  tax  may  be  levied  for  a single  year  or  for  a term  of 
years  as  the  township  commissioners  may  determine,  and  shall  be 
collected  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes. 

XVI.  Fire  Regulations.  To  make  regulations  as  may  be  deemed 
proper  relative  to  the  cause  and  management  of  fires  and  the  preven- 
tion thereof;  to  take  measures  foi-  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  either 
by  making  annual  ai)i)ropriations  towards  the  maintenance  of  fire 
com])anies  or  in  such  othei-  manner  as  said  board  of  commis.sioners 
may  deem  proper;  to  oi‘<lain  lades  and  I'egulations  foi-  the  government 
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of  such  fire  companies  and  their  officers,  and  to  regulate  the  method 
to  be  followed  in  the  extinguishment  of  fires;  to  purchase  and  main- 
tain apparatus  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires;  and  to  make  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  management  of  same. 

XVII.  Fire  Houses.  To  provide  and  maintain  suitable  places 
for  the  housing  of  engines,  hose  carts,  and  other  apparatus  for  the 
extinguishment  of  fires.  No  such  building  shall  be  erected  or  main- 
tained without  obtaining  the  assent  of  the  electors  thereof,  expressed 
at  an  election  to  be  held  at  the  place^  time,  and  under  the  same  regu- 
lations, as  provided  by  law  for  the  holding  of  municipal  elections.  At 
such  election  the  judges,  inspectors,  and  clerks  shall  receive  ballots 
from  the  electors,  which  shall  be  prepared  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  general  election  law.  In  receiving  and  counting  and  in  making 
returns  of  the  votes  east  the  inspectors,  judges,  and  clerks  of  said 
election  shall  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  regulat- 
ing municipal  elections,  and  the  vote  shall  be  counted  by  the  court  as 
is  now  provided  by  laws  for  municipal  elections.  The  constables  of 
the  township,  by  direction  of  the  board  of  town.ship  commissioners, 
shall  issue  proclamation,  ten  days  prior  to  dnte  of  the  municipal  elec- 
tion, stating  that  the  qualified  electors  will  vote  “For  or  against  a 
fire-engine  house.” 

XVIII.  Building  Regulations.  To  make  regulations  for  the 
construction  of  new  buildings  and  the  alteration  and  repair  of  old 
ones,  and  to  require  that  before  the  work  begins  municipal  approval 
of  the  plans  and  specifications  therefor  be  secured ; to  classify  build- 
ings or  parts  of  buildings  according  to  the  use  to  be  made  of  them; 
to  specify  the  mode  of  construction  of  sucli  different  classes  of  build- 
ings; and  to  require  that  before  any  use  or  occupancy  be  changed 
from  any  classification  to  a different  classification  as  to  which  more 
stringent  regulations  are  prescribed  under  the  provisions  of  any 
ordinance  relating  thereto,  municipal  approval  of  the  plans  and  speci- 
fications therefor  be  secured. 

XIX.  Building  Sanitation  Regulations.  In  addition  to  other 
remedies  provided  by  law,  and  in  order  to  promote  the  public  health, 
safety,  morals,  and  the  general  welfare,  to  enact  and  enforce  suit- 
able ordinances  to  govern  and  regulate  the  construction,  alteration, 
repairs,  occupation,  maintenance,  sanitation,  lighting,  ventilation, 
water  supply,  toilet  facilities,  drainage,  use  and  inspection  of  all 
buildings,  or  parts  of  buildings  constructed,  erected,  altered,  designed, 
or  used  in  whole  or  in  part  for  human  habitation,  and  of  the  sanitation 
and  inspection  of  land  appurtenant  thereto.  In  case  any  building  or 
structure  is  constructed,  reconstructed,  altered,  repaired,  converted, 
or  maintained,  or  any  building  or  laud  is  used,  in  violation  of  any 
ordinance  enacted  under  authority  conferred  hereby,  the  corporate 
authorities  of  the  township  in  addition  to  the  penalties  provided  by 
ordinances  enacted  herewith,  may  institute  appropriate  actions  or 
proceedings  at  law  or  in  equity  to  prevent  and  restrain  such  unlawful 
construction,  reconstruction,  alteration,  repairs,  conversion,  mainte- 
nance, or  use,  and  to  restrain,  correct,  or  abate  such  violation  and  to 
prevent  the  occupancy  of  said  building  or  structure.  The  ordinances 
enacted  pursuant  to  this  clause  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
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visions  of  any  statute  governing  the  same  matter ; but  all  regulations 
prescribed  by  such  ordinances,  Avhich  are  additional  or  supplementary 
to  the  statute  law  and  not  inconsistent  therewith,  or  enacted  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  statute  law,  shall 
be  valid  and  binding. 

XX.  Building  Inspectors.  To  provide  for  the  inspection  of  the 
construction  and  repair  of  buildings,  including  the  appointment  of 
one  or  more  building  inspectors ; to  prescribe  limits  wherein  none  but 
buildings  of  noncombustible  material  and  fireproof  roofs  shall  be 
erected  or  substantially  reconstructed  or  removed  thereinto ; to  provide 
penalties  for  the  violation  of  such  regulations.  Any  building  erected, 
reconstructed,  or  removed  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  any  ordinance 
passed  for  any  of  the  purposes  herein  specified,  is  declared  to  be  a 
public  nuisance  and  abatable  as  such. 

XXI.  Building  Lines.  To  establish,  by  ordinance,  and  maintain 
uniform  building  lines  upon  any  or  all  public  streets,  roads,  highways, 
lanes  and  alleys  of  the  township. 

XXII.  Numbering  Buildings.  To  provide  for  and  regulate  the 
naming  of  streets,  courts  and  public  scpiai-es;  and  to  recpiire  and  regu- 
late the  numbering  of  biuldings. 

XXIII.  Insurance.  To  make  contracts  with  any  fire  insurance 
company,  including  mutual  companies,  insuring  any  building  or  prop- 
erty of  the  township;  to  make  contracts  with  any  insurance  company 
insuring  any  public  liability  of  the  township ; to  expend  public  funds 
to  secure  workmen’s  compensation  insurance  for  the  benefit  of  its  em- 
ployes, including  volunteer  firemen  killed  or  injured  while  going  to  or 
returning  from  or  attending  fires  within  the  township  or  territory  adja- 
cent thereto ; and  to  enter  into  contracts  of  group  insurance  for  the 
benefit  of  its  employes. 

XXIV.  Markets,  Market  Houses  and  Peddling.  To  provide  and 
enforce  regulations  for  markets  and  market  houses,  whether  for  in- 
dividual use  or  for  sale  or  resale ; and  to  acquire  and  OAvn  ground  for 
and  to  erect,  establish  and  maintain  market  houses  and  market  places, 
for  which  latter  purposes,  parts  of  any  streets  or  sidewallcs  may  be 
temporarily  used  as  specified  by  the  township  commissioners;  to  con- 
tract with  any  person,  firm  or  corporation  for  the  erection,  maintenance 
and  regulation  of  market  houses  and  market  places  on  such  terms  and 
conditions,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  board  of  commissioners  may 
prescribe ; to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  cost  and  expense  of  pro- 
viding markets  and  market  houses,^  either  in  whole  or  in  part  from 
township  funds ; and  to  levy  and  collect  a license  tax  from  every 
person  who  may  be  authorized  to  occupy  any  poi’tion  of  said  market 
houses  or  places. 

XXV.  Milk  Inspection.  To  provide  for  the  inspection  of  milk 
and  milk  products ; and  to  make  regulations  concerning  the  character 
and  kind  of  milk  which  may  be  sold. 

XXVI.  Nuisances.  To  make  regulations,  respecting  pigpens, 
slaughterhouses,  manure  pits,  drains,  dumps,  cesspools,  and  similar 
conditions,  and  to  prohibit  and  remove  any  noxious  or  offensive  manu- 
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faeture,  art  or  business  or  dangerous  structure  or  -weeds  or  any  other 
nuisance  -whatsoever  on  public  or  private  grounds,  prejudicial  to  the 
public  health  or  safety,  or  to  recpiire  the  removal  of  the  same  by  the 
o-vvner  or  occupier  of  such  grounds,  in  default  of  -which  the  township 
may  cause  the  same  to  be  done  and  collect  the  cost  thereof,  together 
with  a penalty  of  twenty  ]ier  centum  of  such  cost  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  collection  of  municipal  claims,  or  by  action  of 
assumpsit  without  the  filing  of  a claim. 

XXVII.  Garbage  and  Rubbish.  To  prohibit  accumulations  of 
garbage  and  rubbish  upon  private  properties ; and  to  provide,  by  con- 
tract or  otherwise,  for  the  collection,  removal  and  disposition,  through 
incinerating  works,  garbage  plants  or  otherwise,  of  ashes,  garbage, 
and  rubbish.  Any  such  contract  may  be  made  for  a period  not  exceed- 
ing three  years. 

XXVIII.  Inflammable  and  Explosive  Articles.  To  prohibit  the 
manufacture,  sale  or  exposure  of  fireworks  and  other  inflammable  and 
explosive  articles ; to  prescribe  the  quantities  of  inflammable  and  ex- 
plosive articles  that  may  be  kept  in  any  place ; and  to  prescribe  such 
other  .safeguards  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

XXIX.  Smoke  Regulations.  To  regulate  the  emission  of  smoke 
from  chimneys,  smokestacks  and  other  sources,  except  locomotive 
smokestacks. 

XXX.  Animals.  To  prohibit  or  regulate  the  running  at  large 
of  animals. 

XXXI.  Amusements.  To  regulate,  license  and  prohibit  shows, 
circuses,  sports  and  amusements  of  all  sorts. 

XXXII.  Party  Walls  and  Fence  Regulations.  To  make  regu- 
lations respecting  foundations,  party  walls  and  partition  fences ; and 
to  prescribe  reasonable  fees  for  the  services  of  its  officers  and  agents  in 
the  adjustment  of  party  walls,  partition  fences  and  the  like,  and  to 
enforce  payment  of  the  same. 

XXXIII.  Watering  Troughs.  To  erect  watering  troughs  along 
the  highways,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  each,  and  to 
keep  the  same  in  repair. 

XXXIV.  Motor  Ambulances.  To  acquire  and  to  operate  and 
maintain  a motor  ambulance  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  sick  and 
injured  persons  of  such  nu-inicipality  and  the  vicinity  to  and  from 
hospitals,  and,  for  such  purposes,  to  appropriate  and  expend  moneys 
of  the  township. 

XXXV.  Display  of  Flags.  To  display  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  of  file  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  any  county, 
city,  borough  or  township  on  the  public  buildings  or  any  property  of 
1he  to-wnship. 

XXXVI.  Memorial  Day  Appropriations.  To  appropriate 
moneys  for  the  expenses  of  Memorial  Day  services. 

XXXVII.  Care  of  Memorials.  To  maintain  and  keep  in  good 
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order  and  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  township,  and  it  shall  be  their 
duty  so  to  do,  any  soldiers’  monument,  gun,  or  carriage  or  other  sim- 
ilar memorial  when  there  is  not  in  existence  any  person,  body  or  organ- 
ization to  care  for  and  maintaiji  the  same,  and  when  such  memorials 
were  not  erected  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  any  otlier  state,  or  by  the  commissioners 
of  any  coinity;  and  to  I’eceive  from  ])ei’Sons  or  organizations,  funds 
for  such  purposes. 

XXXVIII.  Soldiers’  Cemeteries.  To  purchase  plots  of  ground 
in  any  cemetery  or  burial  ground,  for  the  interment  of  such  deceased 
service  men,  wlio  shall  hereafter  die  within  such  township,  or  shall  die 
beyond  such  township  and  shall  have  a legal  residence  within  such 
township  at  the  time  of  their  death,  and  whose  bodies  are  entitled  to 
be  buried  by  the  county  under  the  provisions  of  existing’  laws.  Such 
plots  of  ground  shall  be  paid  for  out  of  the  treasury  of  such  township. 

XXXIX.  Appropriations  to  Civic  Associations.  To  annually 
appropriate  a sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  support 
of  any  voluntary  association  composed  of  electors  of  the  several  town- 
ships Avithiu  such  county,  or  any  of  them,  Avhich  association  is  formed 
for  the  study  and  investigation  of  the  welfare,  economics,  management, 
and  government  of  toAvn.ships,  and  for  the  protection  and  safeguarding 
of  the  rights  ami  franchises  of  toAvnshi])s,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
recommending  legislation  beneficial  to  townships,  or  any  one  or  more 
of  SAich  purposes. 

XL.  Armory  Buildings.  To  appropriate  money  or  convey  land, 
either  independently  or  in  connection  Avith  any  county,  city,  toAvn. 
borough,  or  tOAVushij)  to  the  CommouAvealth  of  Peninsylvania,  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  the  Ai'inory  Board  of  the  CommonAvealth  in  the 
erection  of  armories  for  the  use  of  the  National  Guard,  and  to  furnisli 
Avater,  light,  or  fuel,  free  of  cost  to  the  Commonwealth  for  use  in  any 
armory,  and  to  do  all  things  necessary  to  accom])lish  the  juirposes  of 
this  clause. 

XLI.  Land  for  Armories.  To  take  by  right  of  eminent  domain, 
for  the  purpose  of  appropriating  to  themselves,  for  the  use  of  the 
National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  such  public  lands,  easements,  and 
public  property  as  may  be  in  their  possession  or  control,  and  used  or 
held  by  them  for  any  other  purpose.  Such  right,  hoAvever,  shall  not 
be  exercised  as  to  any  street  or  liighAvay  or  wharf,  but  all  other  public 
easements  and  property  may  be  appropriated  and  used  for  the  pur- 
pose herein  provided,  any  limitation  of  the  use  thereof  by  the  town- 
ship, either  by  donation,  dedication,  appropriation,  statute,  or  other- 
AA'ise,  to  the  contrary  notAvithstanding. 

XLII.  Land  for  Armory  Purposes.  To  acquire,  by  purchase  or 
by  gift  or  by  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  any  land  for  the  use  of 
the  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  convey  such  lands  so 
acquired  to  the  CoinmoiiAvealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  assist  the  Armory 
Board  in  the  erection  of  armories.  The  proceedings  for  the  condem- 
nation of  lands  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  for  the  assessment 
of  damages  for  property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed  shall  be  taken 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  noAv  proAuded  by  this  act  for  the  condemnation 
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of  lands.  Tho  powor  conferred  by  this  clause  sliall  not  l)e  exercised 
to  take  any  church  property,  o-raveyard.  cemetery,  or  any  dwelling 
liousc,  01'  the  curtilage  of  tlie  same,  in  tlie  actual  occupancy  of  the 
owner. 

XLIII.  Junk  Dealers,  Pawnbrokers,  Auctions,  Etc.  To  regulate 
and  lic(Mise  .junk  dealers,  ])awnbrokers,  hucksters,  })edd]ers,  Ycndors, 
and  luiblic  auctions  and  auctioneei's. 

XLIV.  Fire  Prevention.  To  take  measuia's  for  the  prevention 
of  fires  by  inspecting,  regulating,  and  abating  fire  hazards. 

XLV.  Comfort  and  Waiting  Stations  and  Drinking  Fountains. 

To  acquire  property  for  the  purposes  of  providing,  maintaining  and 
operating  thereon  comfort  and  Avaiting  stations  and  drinking  fountains ; 
and  to  construct  and  maintain  such  stations  and  fouiitains  in  any  of 
the  highways  of  the  township. 

ARTICLE  XVr 
Public  Health 
(a)  }>oar(h  of  Health 

Section  1601.  Appointment  of  Boards  of  Health  and  Health  Of- 
ficers. The  administration  of  the  health  laws  in  townships  sliall  be 
enforced  by  a board  of  health,  or  by  a health  ofticer  or  officei'S,  as  the 
case  may  be,  appointed  by  the  townshi]i  commissioners. 

Where  township  commissioners  elect  to  a])]ioint  a health  officer 
or  officers,  the  said  health  officer  or  officers  .shall  Inu’c  the  same  poAvers 
and  duties,  and  exercise  the  same  authority,  a.s  is  noAv  jirescribed  for 
boards  of  health  in  tOAvnships.  All  health  officers,  Aidiether  appointed 
by  boards  of  health  or  tOAvnship  commissioners,  shall  liaA^e  had  some 
experience  or  training  in  public  health  Avork  in  accordance  Avith  rules 
and  regulations  established  by  the  advisory  health  board  of  the  State 
Department  of  Health.  Such  health  officers  shall  not  enter  upon  the 
performance  of  their  duties  until  they  are  certified  so  to  do  by  the 
Secretary  of  Health  of  the  State  Department  of  Health. 

Section  1602.  Members  of  Board.  Terms.  Secretary.  AVhere  the 
tOAvnship  commiasioners  decide  to  appoint  a board  of  health  said  board 
shall  be  composed  of  five  members,  at  least  one  of  Avhom  shall  be  a 
reputable  physician  of  not  le.ss  than  tAvo  years’  experience  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profe.ssion  if  one  resides  Avithin  the  township.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  board  shall  be  appointed  by  the  towmship  commissioners. 
At  the  first  appointment,  one  member  .shall  be  appointed  to  serve  for 
one  j'ear,  one  for  tAvo  years,  one  for  three  years,  one  for  four  years, 
and  one  for  five  years;  and  thereafter  one  member  shall,  in  like  man- 
ner, be  appointed  each  year,  to  sei’ve  for  tiA'c  years.  The  nnmibers  of 
the  board  of  health  shall  serve  Avithout  compensation  : Provided,  hoAV- 
ever,  if  any  member  of  the  board  shall  be  elected  to  the  office  of  secre- 
tary, he  shall  be  entitled  to  receh'e  a salary,  fixed  by  the  board  foi'  that 
office. 

Section  1603.  Organization  of  Board.  Salary  of  Secretary.  Bonds 
of  Members.  Fees  and  Penalties.  Power  to  Administer  Oaths.  The 
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members  of  tlie  lioard  shall,  severally,  take  and  subscribe  to  the  oath 
prescribed  for  township  officers;  and  shall  annually  organize  by  elect- 
ing a i)n‘sident  fi'oin  among  the  membei-s  of  the  board,  a secretary 
who  may  or  may  not  lie  a niembei-  of  Ihe  board,  and  a health  officer 
who  shall  not  b('  a membei’  of  the  board.  The  secretary  and  the  health 
officer'  .shall  r-eeeive  such  salary  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  board,  and  rati- 
tied  by  the  boai'd  of  commissioners  of  the  township,  and  shall  serve 
for  a period  of  one  year,  or  until  such  time  thereafter  as  their  suc- 
cessors may  be  elected  and  qualified.  They  shall  severally  give  bond  to 
the  towushijr.  in  such  sums  as  may  be  fixed  by  ordinance,  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  duties,  and  shall  also  take  and  subscribe  to  the 
oath  required  by  members  of  the  board. 

All  fees  which  shall  be  collected  or  received  by  the  board  or  by  any 
officer  thereof  in  his  official  capacity,  shall  be  paid  over  into  the  town- 
ship treasury  monthly,  together  with  all  penalties  which  shall  be  recov- 
ered for  the  violation  of  any  regulation  of  the  board.  The  president 
and  secretary  shall  have  full  power  to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations 
in  any  proceeding  or  investigation  touching  the  regulations  of  the 
board,  but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  any  fee  therefor. 

Section  1604.  Duties  of  Secretary.  The  secretary  of  the  board 
shall  keep  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings ; shall  keep  accurate  ac- 
counts of  the  expenditures  of  the  l)oard ; shall  transmit  all  bills  to  the 
board  of  township  commissioners  for  payment  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  bills  of  the  township  are  paid;  shall  render  statements  of  the 
expenditures  to  the  board  at  each  stated  meeting  or  as  frequently  as 
they  may  require;  shall  pre]iare,  under  the  directions  of  the  Imard,  the 
annual  I'ejmrt  to  the  township  commissioners,  together  with  the  estimate 
of  appropriation  needed  tor  the  ensuing  year ; shall  report  to  the  State 
Department  of  Health  at  the  end  of  each  Aveek,  and  for  the  fraction  of 
each  week  occurring  at  the  end  of  each  month,  the  cases  of  communicable 
disease  rejmrted  to  the  board  of  health,  on  the  form  provided  for  that 
purpose  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  ; shall  also  make  an  annual 
report  to  the  State  Department  of  Health ; and  shall  make  such  other 
reports  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  board  of  health  may  re- 
quire. 

Section  1605.  Duties  of  Health  Officer.  It  shall  be  the  d\ity  of  the 
health  officer  to  attend  all  stated  and  special  meetings  of  the  board  of 
health,  and  at  all  times  be  ready  and  available  for  the  prompt  perform- 
ance of  his  official  duties.  He  shall  placard  and  quarantine  all  premises 
Aipou  Avhieh  eases  of  communicable  disease  exist,  Avhieh  havm  been  re- 
ported to  the  board  of  health  or  of  Avhieh  he  or  the  board  of  health  may 
have  knoAvledge,  which  are  required,  by  lawq  or  by  regulation  of  the 
State  Department  of  Health  or  of  the  local  board  of  health,  to  be 
]daearded  and  quarantined;  and  .shall  disinfect  such  premises  upon  the 
expiration  of  the  quarantine  period,  and  the  recovery  of  the  last  person 
therein  suffering  from  such  disease.  He  shall  serve  written  notice  on 
teachers  and  persons  in  charge  of  public,  parochial,  Sunday,  and  other 
schools,  requiring  the  exclusion  from  school  of  children  who  are  suf- 
fering from  or  avIio  reside  in  the  same  premises  with  other  persons  who 
are  suffering  from  communicable  diseases;  shall  make  sanitary  inspec- 
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tions ; shall  execute  the  orders  of  the  board  of  health ; and  sliall  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties  have  the  power  and  authority  of  a policeman. 

Section  1606.  Powers  of  Board  of  Health.  The  said  board  of 
health  shall  have  the  power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  regulations  of  the  State  Dejiartment  of 
Health,  and  any  ordinances  of  the  townshi]^  relating  to  health  work, 
and  to  make  and  enforce  such  additional  rules  and  regulations  h)  pre- 
vent the  introduction  and  spread  of  infectious  or  contagious  diseases, 
by  the  regulation  of  intercourse  with  infected  places,  by  the  separation 
of  infected  persons,  and  persons  who  shall  have  been  exposed  to  any 
infectious  or  contagious  disease,  and  by  abating  and  removing  all  nui- 
sances which  it  shall  deem  prejudicial  to  the  public  health  ; to  mark  in- 
fected houses  or  places,  to  prescribe  rules  for  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  house  drains,  wash  pipes,  soil  pipes  and  cesspools ; and  make 
all  such  other  rules  and  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  public  health,  and  such  other  powers  relating 
to  health  work  as  may  be  delegated  by  the  township  commissioners. 
The  board  shall  also  have  power,  with  the  consent  of  the  township  com- 
missioners, in  ease  of  a prevalence  or  apprehended  prevalence  of  any 
contagious  or  infectious  diseases  in  its  township,  to  estaldish  one  or  more 
emergency  hospitals,  and  to  make  provisions  and  regulations  for  the 
maintenance  and  management  of  the  same. 

The  board  shall  also  have  the  power  to  make,  enforce,  and  cause  to 
be  published,  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  powers  and  functions  with  which  they  are  invested  by  law,  and  the 
power  and  authority  relating  to  the  public  health  conferred  on  town- 
ships. Such  rules  and  regulations,  Avhen  approved  by  the  township 
commissioners,  and  when  advertised  in  the  same  manner  as  other  ordi- 
nances, shall  have  the  force  of  ordinances  of  the  township.  All  penal- 
ties or  punishments  prescribed  for  the  violation  thereof,  as  well  as  the 
expenses  actually  and  nece,ssarily  incurred  in  carrying  such  rules  and 
regulations  into  etfe'ct,  shall  be  recoverable,  for  the  use  of  the  township 
in  the  same  manner  as  penalties  for  violation  of  the  ordinances  of  the 
township,  and  subject  to  the  like  limitations  as  to  the  amount  thereof. 

Section  1607.  Entry  of  Premises.  The  boaj'd  of  liealth  shall  have 
the  power,  as  a body  or  by  committee,  as  well  as  the  health  officer,  to- 
gether with  their  assistants,  subordinates,  and  Avorkmen,  under  and  by 
order  of  the  said  board,  to  enter  at  any  time  upon  any  premises  in  the 
township  upon  Avhich  there  is  suspected  to  be  any  infectious  or  contag- 
ious disease,  or  nuisance  detrimental  to  the  public  health,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  and  abating  the  same,  and  for  any  other  purpose  aris- 
ing in  connection  with  or  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

Section  1608.  Inspections.  The  board  of  health  may  inspect  house 
drains,  waste  and  soil  pipes,  cesspools,  Avater-closets,  slaughterhouses, 
hogpens,  stables,  stable  yards,  and  any  conditions  or  places  Avhatsoever, 
in  the  toAvnship,  Avhich  may  constitute  a nuisance  or  a menace  to  public 
liealth.  Whenever  any  condition  or  place  in  the  tOAvnship  is  found  by 
them  to  be  a nuisance  or  a menace  to  the  health  of  the  people  of  the 
township,  they  shall  issue  a written  order  of  abatement,  directed  to  the 
oAvner,  or  agent  of  the  owner  of  the  premises,  or  to  the  occupant  there- 
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of,  stating  that  the  conditions  specified  therein  constitute  a nuisance  or 
a menace  to  health,  and  ordering  an  abatement  thereof  within  such  time 
as  may  be  specified  by  them  in  such  order.  In  case  such  order  of  abate- 
ment is  not  obeyed  within  the  time  specified  therein  they  shall  there- 
upon issue  a further  written  order  to  the  health  officer,  directing  him 
lo  remove  or  aljate  the  same;  which  order  shall  be  executed  by  him  and 
his  subordinates  and  workmen,  and  the  expense  thereof  shall  be  recov- 
erable from  the  owner  of  tlie  ])remises  upon  or  from  which  the  iiuisance 
or  menace  to  healtli  is  abated  or  removed,  in  the  same  manner  as  debts 
of  like  character  are  now  collected  by  law ; or  the  said  board  of  health 
may  proceed  to  enforce  such  other  remedy,  or  inflict  such  penalty,  as 
may  by  ordinance  of  the  township,  be  provided. 

Section  1609.  Budget.  Appropriations.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  board  of  health  or  appointed  health  officer  or  officers  to  submit  an- 
nually, to  the  township  commissioners,  before  the  commencement  of  the 
fiscal  year,  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expenditures  of  the  board  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  year;  and  the  township  commissioners  shall  then  pro- 
ceed to  make  such  a])propriati(ms  as  may  be  deemed  necessary;  and  the 
said  board  of  health,  health  officer  or  officers,  shall,  in  the  month  of 
January  of  each  year,  submit  a i-eport,  in  writing,  to  the  township  com- 
missioners, of  its  a])])ropriation  and  expenditures  for  the  preceding 
year,  together  with  such  other  information  on  subjects  relative  to  the 
sanitary  conditions  or  retpurements  of  the  township  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, and  council  o]-  township  commissionei’s  shall  publish  the  same  in 
their  official  journal. 

Section  1610.  Cooperation  in  Health  Work.  Any  township  may 
cooi^erate  with  the  county,  or  with  any  city,  borough,  township  or 
school  district,  as  Avell  as  with  the  State  Department  of  Health,  in  the 
administration  and  enfoi-cement  of  health  laws. 

Section  1611.  Powers  of  Secretary  of  Health.  Whenever,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Health  of  the  Commonwealth,  conditions 
I'ound  by  him  to  exist  in  any  township  shall  constitute  a menace  to  the 
lives  and  health  of  people  living  outside  the  corporate  limits  of  such 
township,  or  if  it  be  known  to  him  that  any  township  is  without  an  ex- 
isting or  efficient  board  of  health,  or  health  officer  or  officers,  the  Secre- 
tary of  Health  may  enter,  and  take  full  charge  of,  and  administer  the 
health  laws,  regulations,  and  ordinances  in  such  township,  and  may  con- 
tinue in  charge  thereof  until  he  shall  decide  that  a competent  and  ef- 
ficient board  of  health,  or  health  officer  or  officers,  has  been  appointed 
and  qualified  for  such  township,  and  is  ready,  able  and  willing  to  as- 
sume and  carry  into  effect  the  duties  imposed  upon  it  by  law. 

Section  1612.  Expenses  Incurred  by  Board  or  Secretary  of 
Health.  All  expenses  incurred  by  any  local  board  of  health,  its  of- 
ficers or  employes,  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  it  by 
law,  and  all  expenses  inenrred  by  the  Secretary  of  Health  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  paid  by  the  town- 
ship wherein  such  duties  are  performed,  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
expenses  of  .such  township  are  paid. 

Section  1613.  Suits  by  State  Secretary  of  Health  to  Recover  Ex- 
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penses.  Whenever  expenses  incurred  by  the  State  Secretary  of  Health 
in  the  administration  of  health  laws  in  any  township,  in  accordance 
Avith  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  remain  unpaid  by  said  township 
for  a period  of  more  than  three  months  after  a statement  of  such  ex- 
pense has  been  rendered  by  him  to  such  toAvnship,  and  demand  for  pay- 
ment by  him  made,  he  shall,  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  insti- 
tute, in  the  name  of  the  ConimonAvealth  as  plaintiff,  an  action  of  as- 
sumpsit against  such  township,  for  the  collection  of  such  expense  from 
the  township,  in  the  same  manner  as  debts  of  like  amount  are  collected 
by  law:  ProAuded,  lioAA’eA’er,  That,  upon  the  trial  of  any  such  action  or 
a.ssnmpsit,  the  reasonableness  of  the  expenditures  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  Health  shall  be  submitted  to  the  jury  for  its  determination. 

Section  1614.  Payment  of  Expenses  Recovered  Into  State  Treas- 
ury, All  expenses  incurred  by  the  State  Secretary  of  Health  in  tie* 
administration  of  health  laws  in  any  township,  when  paid  to  him  by 
such  tOAvnshiji,  or  Avhen  collected  by  him,  shall  be  returned  by  him  to 
the  State  Treasurer,  Aidio  shall  credit  the  amount  so  received  to  the  ap- 
propriation made  to  the  Department  of  Heairn. 

(&)  Vacation  of  Lanes  and  Alleys  Declared.  Nuisances  by 
Board  of  Health 

Section  1620.  Petitions  to  Vacate  Nuisances.  AVhenever  the 
board  of  health  shall  declare  as  a nuisance  any  public  alley,  lane,  or 
passageway,  any  tAvo  or  more  oAvners  of  property  adjacent  or  abutting 
upon  the  same  may  present  their  petition,  verified  by  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  setting  forth  the  facts  regarding 
such  nuisance  and  praying  that  said  alley,  lane,  or  ])assageAvay  may  be 
vacated.  Such  petition  shall  be  accompanied  by  a certificate  of  the 
board  of  health,  setting  forth  that  they  liave  declared  such  alley,  lane, 
or  passageway  to  be  a public  nuisance. 

such  report  may  file  exceptions  thereto  Avith  the  jury,  Avherenpon  the 
jury  shall  reconsider  their  report,  Avith  the  exceptions,  and  change  the 

Section  1621.  Jury  of  View.  The  court  .shall  Iherenpon  appoint  a 
jury  of  vicAV  of  three  men  of  the  county.  The  .jury,  being  sAvorn  or 
affirmed  to  faithfully  perform  its  duties,  shall  give  notice  to  all  parties 
likely  to  be  affected  by  the  proceedings,  of  the  time  and  jdace  of  the 
fii-st  meeting,  in  such  manner  as  the  court  shall  direct. 

Section  1622.  Hearings  and  Report.  After  the  first  meeting,  the 
jury  shall  proceed  to  vieAv  the  premises,  hear  all  parties  interested  and 
their  witnesses,  and  shall  prepare  a report  of  finding  and  recommenda- 
tions as  to  whether  or  not  such  alley,  lane,  or  passageway,  or  part 
thereof,  should  be  Amcated ; and  in  such  report  shall  aAvard  damages 
and  assess  benefits  to  the  property  affected. 

Section  1623.  Notice  of  Filing  Report.  The  jury  shall  give  no- 
tice, in  writing,  to  all  parties  affected  by  their  report,  at  least  ten  days 
before  the  same  is  filed  in  court.  The  notice  shall  state  the  time  and 
place  where  such  report  Avill  be  open  to  inspection. 

Section  1624.  Exceptions  to  Report.  Any  person  aggrieA'ed  by 
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same  as  justice  may  require.  The  report  as  finally  prepared  shall  be 
filed  in  court. 

Section  1625.  Appeals  From  Report.  Any  person  att'eeted  by  the 
report  shall  have  the  right  of  an  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
within  thirty  days  after  the  report  is  filed,  and  the  procedure  on  such 
appeal  shall  be  the  same  as  in  actions  of  trespass. 

Section  1626.  Confirmation  of  Report.  At  the  end  of  the  period 
alloAved  for  an  a})peal,  the  report  shall  be  absolutely  confirmed  by  the 
court  as  to  such  aAvards  or  assessments  from  which  no  appeals  have 
been  taken. 

Section  1627.  When  Vacation  Proceedings  Not  To  Be  Had.  No 
alley,  lane,  or  passageway  shall  be  vacated  in  any  case  where  the  vacat- 
ing deprives  any  lot  abutting  thereon  of  the  sole  means  of  ingress  or 
egress,  otherAvise  than  to  or  from  the  front  line  thereof;  nor  whei’e  it 
AAas  crc'ated  by  grant  or  contract  and  not  theretofore  accepted  by  the 
iniblic. 

ARTICLE  XVII 

FinxAnce  and  Taxation 

Section  1701.  Budget.  The  board  of  toAvnship  commissioners  of 
townships  shall  each  year,  Avithin  sixty  days  after  the  first  Monday  of 
January,  estimate  the  scA’eral  amounts  of  money  which  will  be  required 
for  the  several  specific  luuqioses  of  toAvnship  gOA^ernment  and  expenses 
during  the  current  fiscal  year,  ami  by  ordinance  appropriate,  out  of  the 
revenues  aAmilable  for  the  year,  the  specific  sums  required.  The  tax 
levied  by  the  toAvnship  authorities  shall  be  fixed  at  such  figure,  within 
the  limit  fixed  by  laAv,  as,  Avith  all  other  sources  of  revenue,  Avill  meet 
and  coA'er  said  appro]Ariations.  The  total  appropriation  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  revenues  available  for  the  fiscal  year.  If  the  funds  available 
from  taxation  and  other  sources  shall  be  estimated  to  be  in  excess  of 
the  requirements  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  an  appropriation  may  be 
made  for  the  payment  of  toAvn.ship  orders  or  indebtedness  of  the  pre- 
A'ious  years. 

Section  1702.  Appropriations  Not  To  Be  Exceeded.  Changes  in 
Appropriations.  Xo  AAork  sliail  be  hired  to  be  done,  no  materials  pur- 
(diased,  no  confracts  made,  and  no  orders  issued  for  the  payment  of 
any  moneys,  by  the  authorities  of  any  toAA’nship,  in  any  amount  AA'hich 
Avill  cause  tlie  sums  ai)proiu-iated  to  specific  purposes  to  be  exceeded. 
N^o  change  in  the  purpose  of  the  appropriations  .shall  be  made,  unle.ss 
by  an  ordinance,  AAhich  shall  set  out  the  reasons  for  and  character  of 
such  change.  If  any  Avork  shall  be  done  for,  or  materials  furnished 
to  any  toAvnship  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  section,  the  tOAvnship 
commissioners  are  hereby  prohibited  from  authorizing  payment  there- 
I'or  as  a moral  obligation  or  otherAvise,  unless  ordered  or  directed  so  to 
do  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  or  the  court  of  quarter  se.ssions  of  the 
county  in  AAdiich  such  toAimship  is  situate. 

Section  1703.  Certain  Contracts,  Etc.,  Invalid.  No  contracts,  hir- 
ings, or  purchases  made,  or  orders  or  Avarrants  issued,  not  provided  for 


by  an  appropriation  by  the  townshii)  coinniissioners  as  is  required  by 
law,  or  which  would  cause  any  appropriation  to  be  exceeded,  shall  be 
valid. 

Section  1704.  Power  To  Create  Indebtedness.  Sinking  Fund. 
Temporary  Indebtedness.  The  board  of  township  commissioners  may, 
by  ordinance,  borrow  monej"  and  issue  evidences  of  indebtedness  there- 
for to  the  extent,  and  in  the  manner,  in  which  municipal  districts  are 
now  authorized  to  incur  or  increase  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of 
permanent  improvements,  but  the  total  indebtedness  so  created  shall  not 
exceed  two  per  centum  of  the  county  valuation  of  the  property  within 
the  township  without  the  assent  of  the  electors  of  the  township.  The 
rate  of  interest  on  such  indebtedness  shall  not  exceed  six  per  centum. 
In  authorizing  the  issue  of  obligations  or  securities  for  such  loans, 
the  township  commissioners  shall  provide  that  moneys  subsequently 
derived  from  assessments  upon  parties  benefited  by  such  improvements 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  said  obligations  or  securities. 

Whenever  the  township  funds  have  been  exhausted  the  township  com- 
missioners may  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  township,  money  in  anticipa- 
tion of  taxes  levied  and  to  be  collected  for  the  current  fiscal  year  and 
issue  a certificate  of  indebtedness  payable  on  a certain  date  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year  from  the  date  of  issue,  to  the  end  that  Avork  may  be 
performed  in  proper  season. 

Section  1705.  Sinking  Fund.  Regulations  and  Investments.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  commissionei’s  to  cause  accounts  of  the 
sinking  fund  and  other  accounts  relating  to  the  indebtedness  of  the 
township  to  be  kept ; and  to  see  to  the  proper  application  and  superin- 
tend the  investment  of  moneys  therein  in  accordance  with  laAv.  The 
commissioners  shall  meet  as  often  as  may  be  necessary,  and  keep  a 
record  of  the  proceedings.  The  board  of  commissioners  slmll  not  direct 
the  investment  of  any  moneys  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund,  except 
in  loans  of  the  township,  the  loans  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  the  loans 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  income  derived  from  such  investments 
or  on  any  bank  balances  credited  to  the  sinking  fund  shall  be  credited 
and  applied  only  to  the  sinking  fund. 

Section  1706.  Indebtedness  and  Orders  of  Previous  Years.  No  or- 
ders or  indebtedness  of  any  previous  years  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
funds  of  any  fiscal  year,  unless  the  funds  available  from  taxation  and 
other  sources  shall  be  estimated  to  be  in  excess  of  requirements  for  the 
current  fiscal  year,  in  which  case  an  appropriation  may  be  made  foi‘ 
such  purpose  to  the  extent  of  such  excess,  or  unle.ss  after  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year,  it  shall  be  ascertained  that  the  Funds  appropriated  and 
available  therefor  are  in  excess  of  the  amount  requiretl,  in  which  case, 
such  surplus  may  be  applied  to  such  former  orders  of  indebtedness. 

Section  1707.  Sale  of  Securities.  When  any  toAvnship  shall  bor- 
row money  and  issue  bonds  or  other  securities  therefor,  except  in  the 
case  of  the  giving  of  notes  for  temporary  loans  as  may  be  authorized 
by  law,  the  commissioners  shall  sell  the  same  to  the  highest  bidder  after 
public  notice  by  advertisement  once  a week  for  three  Aveeks,  in  at  least 
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one  newspaper  oi‘  general  circulation  published  in  the  county  in  which 
such  township  shall  be  situated.  No  bid  for  such  bonds  or  securities  at 
less  than  their  par  value  shall  be  accepted.  Where  bonds  and  securi- 
ties shall  be  advertised  for  sale,  as  provided  in  this  section,  and  no  bids 
have  been  received,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  township  to  sell  the 
same  at  private  sale  for  not  less  than  par  and  accrued  interest. 

Section  1708.  Disbursements  to  Pay  Indebtedness.  All  disburse- 
ments in  discharge  of  township  indebtedness  duly  incurred  shall  be 
made  by  the  townshi]i  treasurer  or  Ids  deputy,  by  virtue  of  warrants 
or  orders  drawn  on  him  by  the  order  of  the  board  of  township  com- 
missioners, signed  by  the  president  or  vice-president  and  attested  to  by 
the  secretary  or  assistant  secretary  of  the  board.  The  board  shall  pre- 
scribe by  ordinance  the  manner  in  which  bills  for  township  indebted- 
ness shall  be  approved  for  payment. 

Section  1709.  Tax  Levies.  9’lie  board  of  township  commissioners 
may  levy  taxes  upon  all  proi^ei'ty  and  upon  all  occupations  within  the 
township  made  taxable  for  township  pur[)Oses,  as  ascei’tained  by  the 
Aaluatiou  for  county  purj)oses  made  by  the  asses.sors  of  the  several 
counties  of  this  Commoinvealth  foi-  the  year  for  which  the  township 
taxes  are  levied,  for  the  purposes  and  at  the  rate  hereinafter  specified: 
Provided,  however.  That  such  valuation  shall  be  sidiject  to  correction 
by  the  county  commissioners  of  the  several  counties,  and,  to  appeal 
by  the  taxable  i)ei-sons  in  accordance  wdth  existing  laws: 

One.  An  annual  tax  for  general  township  purposes,  not  exceed- 
ing ten  mills,  unless  the  board  of  township  commissioners  by  majority 
action  shall,  upon  due  cause  shown  liy  resolution,  petition  the  court  of 
(juarter  sessions,  in  which  case  the  court  may  order  a rate  of  not  more 
than  five  mills  additional  to  be  levied:  Further  provided,  That  if, 
at  the  hearing  before  the  court  of  ciuarter  sessions  upon  said  petition, 
of  which  notice  shall  be  giveii  as  the  court  may  direct 
which  hearing  shall  be  held  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifteen  days 
after  said  ])etition  shall  be  presented,  the  owners  of  real  estate  having- 
assessed  valuation  of  fifty  per  tentum  of  the  total  a&sessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  said  township  shall,  by  petition,  object  to  the  making 
of  an  order  for  any  additional  tax  levy,  the  court  shall  thereupon 
deny  the  prayer  of  said  j^etition. 

Two.  A tax  for  the  ])urpose  of  building  and  maintaining  suitable 
places  for  the  housing  of  lire  apparatus;  the  receipts  from  said  tax 
foi-  maintenance  to  be  divided  among  the  j)lace.s  maintained. 

'I'liree.  An  annual  tax,  not  exceeding  one-tenth  of  one  mill,  for 
Ihe  purpose  of  earing  for  trees  |>lauted  under  the  supervision  of  the 
shade-tree  commission,  and  for  llu^  purpose  of  ])ublishing  7iotiee.s  of 
meetings  1o  consider  the  planting,  rejuoving,  or  clianging  of  trees.  Jn 
lieu  of  the  tax  provided  for  in  this  clause,  the  township  commissioners 
may,  by  specific  a])propriation,  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  such 
ti-ces  from  the  general  funds  of  the  township. 

Four.  An  annual  tax  so  long  as  necessary  not  exceeding  fifty 
per  centum  of  the  rate  of  assessment  for  township  purposes,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  a lot  and/or  erecting  a huilding  thereon  for  a 
townhouse,  and  for  the  payment  of  indebtedness  incurred  in  connection 
therewith : Provided,  The  total  indebtedness  for  the  payment  of  which 
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any  .such  tax  shall  be  levied  shall  not  exceed  one-half  of  one  per  centum 
of  the  asse.ssed  value  of  real  e.state  in  the  township. 

Five.  An  annual  tax  sufficient  to  pay  interest  on  indebtedness 
and  sinking  fund  charges. 

This  section  does  not  include  the  levy  of  any  taxes  upon  particular 
districts,  or  parts  of  any  towirship  for  particular  purposes,  nor  special 
levies  otherwise  provided  for  in  this  act. 

Section  1710.  Tax  Rates  to  be  Expressed  in  Dollars  and  Cents. 

Whenever  the  commissioner.s  of  any  township  shall,  by  ordinance,  fix 
the  rate  of  taxation  for  any  year  at  a mill  rate,  such  ordinance  shall 
also  include  a statement  expre.ssing  the  rate  of  taxation  in  dollars  and 
cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  valuation  of  taxable 
property. 

Section  1711.  Special  Levies  to  Pay  Indebtedness.  In  addition 
to  the  levie.s  hereinbefore  provided  for,  when  it  is  shown  to  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  that  the  debts  due  by  any  township  exceed  the 
amount  which  the  township  commissioners  may  collect  in  any  year 
by  taxation,  the  court,  after  ascertaining  the  amount  of  indebtedness 
of  any  such  township,  maj^  by  a writ  of  mandamus  direct  the  township 
commissionei’s,  by  special  taxation,  to  collect  an  amount  sufficient  to 
pay  the  same.  If  the  amount  of  such  indebtedness  is  so  large  as  to 
render  it  unadvisable  to  collect  the  same  in  any  one  year,  taking  into 
consideration  other  necessary  taxation,  the  court  may  direct  the  same 
to  be  levied  and  collected  by  annual  instalments,  and  may  order  such 
special  taxes  to  be  levied  and  collected  during  such  successive  years 
as  may  be  required  for  payment  of  the  same. 

Section  1712.  Delivery  of  Duplicates.  As  soon  as  possible  after 
the  receipt  of  the  duplicate  from  the  county  commissioners,  the  board 
of  township  commissioners  shall  deliver  a duplicate  of  the  assessment 
of  township  taxes  to  the  township  treasurer,  together  with  their  war- 
rant for  the  collection  of  the  same. 

Section  1713.  Public  Notice  of  Delivery  of  Duplicate.  As  soon 
as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  the  duplicate,  the  treasurer  shall  give 
public  notice  thereof  by  at  least  ten  written  or  printed  notices,  to  be 
posted  in  public  places  in  the  township,  and  by  advertisement  in  a 
newspaper  of  general  circulation  in  the  township,  if  any  sueli  there 
l)e,  that  the  duplicate  lias  been  issued  and  delivered  to  him. 

Section  1714.  Tax  Notices.  Duties  of  Treasurer.  The  township 
treasurer,  wdthiii  thirty  days  after  receiving  the  tax  duplicate,  shall 
notify  every  taxable  whose  name  appears  on  such  duplicate.  Such 
notice  shall  contain  the  rate  of  taxation,  the  valuation  of  the  ])roperty 
of  such  taxable,  the  occupation  of  such  taxable,  and  the  full  amount 
of  taxes  for  which  said  taxable  is  liable  for  the  current  year.  Such 
notice  shall  further  state  that  such  taxes  are  payable,  designate  a 
place  and  time  when  they  shall  be  paid,  and  wdien  an  additional  per- 
centage will  be  added  as  penalty.  Such  notice  shall  be  inailed  to  the 
last  knowm  post  office  address  of  each  taxable. 

Before  any  allowance  is  made  by  the  towmship  auditor  or  controller 
for  commissions  due  to  the  township  treasurer  for  taxes  collected,  the 
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IreatiLU'er  shall  make  an  aftidavit  setting  i'orth  that  he  has  sent  such 
notice  to  each  taxpayer. 

Section  1715.  Penalties.  All  persons  who  fail  to  make  payment 
of  any  tax  charged  against  tlieni  in  the  duplicate  within  the  period  of 
sixty  days  from  the  date  of  notice  thereof  by  the  township  treasurer, 
shall  be  charged  A\dth  a penalty  of  two  per  centum  additional  on  the 
amount  of  tax  and  thereafter  an  additional  penalty  of  one  per  centum 
for  each  month,  or  f)-actional  ]iart  thereof,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
fiscal  year  for  wliich  the  tax  is  levied,  which  penalties  shall  be  added 
to  the  tax  by  the  treasurer,  and  collected  by  him  or  his  deputy. 

Section  1716.  Collection  of  Taxes.  The  treasurer  shall  proceed 
to  collect  all  taxes  from  the  taxpayers,  and  to  that  end  may  appoint 
one  or  more  deputy  collectors.  The  treasurer  and  his  deputies  shall 
have  and  exercise  all  powers  conferred  by  existing  laws  on  collectors 
of  county  and  township  taxes. 

Section  1717.  Expenses  of  Collector.  The  tOAvnship  treasurer 
may  retain,  out  of  the  taxes  collected,  such  actual  printing  and  postage 
expenses  as  shall  be  incurred  in  performing  the  duties  prescribed  in 
this  article.  Such  amounts  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  township  auditor 
or  controller,  as  the  ease  may  be,  at  the  time  of  auditing  the  treasurer ’s 
accounts. 

Section  1718.  Exonerations.  The  township  commissioners  shall 
at  all  times  make  abatements  or  exonerations  for  occupation  taxes,  mis- 
takes, indigent  persons,  unseated  lands,  deaths,  removals,  et  cetera, 
as  to  them  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable.  The  townshiij  secretary 
shall  enter  in  a book  or  books,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  names 
of  all  persons  abated  or  exonerated^  together  with  the  reason  why, 
the  amount  of  the  tax,  and  date  Avhen  levied,  and  give  to  the  treasurer 
a certificate  stating  the  nature  of  the  tax  and  the  amount  exonerated. 

Section  1719.  Audit  of  Collectors’  Accounts.  The  accounts  of 
collectors  of  taxes  shall  be  audited  by  the  township  auditor  or  con- 
troller, as  the  case  may  be.  The  treasurer  shall  state  a separate  account 
for  each  ditfei’ent  tax  collected  by  him. 

ARTICLE  XVIII 


Contracts 


Section  1801.  Power  to  Make  Contracts.  ToAvnships  shall  have 
power  to  make  such  contracts  as  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  provisioiis  of  this  act  and  tlie  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Section  1802.  General  Regulations  Concerning  Contracts.  All 
contracts  or  purchases  made  by  any  tOAvnship,  involving  the  expendi- 
ture of  over  five  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  in  writing,  and  shall  be  made 
only  after  notice  by  the  secretary,  published  once  a week  for  two  weeks 
in  one  or  more  newspapers  of  the  county  circulating  in  the  township. 
All  plans  and  specifications  shall  be  on  file  at  least  fifteen  days  in  ad- 
vance of  opening  bids.  This  section  shall  not  apply  in  the  case  of  any 
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township  repairing  its  public  highways,  except  as  to  any  purchases  of 
materials  or  equipment  for  the  purpose  of  such  repairs. 

In  every  instance  in  which  any  contract  for  any  public  work,  con- 
struction, materials,  supplies,  or  other  matters  or  things,  for  any  town- 
ship, shall  be  awarded  upon  competitive  bids,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  authorities  authorizing  the  same  to  award  said  contract  to  the 
lowest  responsible  bidder.  Any  published  notice  for  bids  shall  contain 
full  plans  and  specifications,  or  refer  to  the  places  where  copies  thereof 
can  be  obtained,  and  give  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  the  town- 
ship commissioners  at  which  meeting  bids  shall  be  publicly  opened  and 
read.  If,  through  lack  of  a quorum  or  other  reason,  no  meeting  shall 
he  held  at  such  time  and  place,  notice  of  the  same  kind  shall  be  re- 
peated once  at  least  six  days  before  the  meeting  of  the  subsequent  time 
and  place  fixed,  and  the  foregoing  provisions  as  to  bids  shall  apply. 
The  same  course  shall  be  pursued  until  a meeting  shall  actually  be 
held  for  receiving  and  opening  bids.  Any  contract  made  in  violation 
of  the  provisions  hereof  shall  be  void. 

Section  1803.  Patented  Articles.  The  authorities  of  townships 
shall  not  be  required  to  prepare  specifications  and  advertise  for  the 
purchase  of  articles  or  parts  thereof  which  are  patented  products,  ap- 
paratus or  appliances  nor  in  such  eases  shall  they  be  required  to  exact 
a bond : Provided,  That  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  road  materials. 

Section  1804.  Contracts  for  Protection  of  Labor  and  Materialmen. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  townships,  in  the  erection,  construction 
and/or  repair  of  any  public  work  or  improvement  of  any  kind  whatso- 
ever to  require  of  the  contractor  or  contractors,  employed  in  or  about 
said  works  or  improvements,  an  additional  bond,  with  sufficient  surety 
or  sureties,  providing  for  the  payment  of  all  labor  and  material  enter- 
ing into  the  said  works  or  improvements. 

The  labor  and  materialmen  furnishing  labor  and  material  in  and  for 
said  works  or  improvements,  upon  the  contract  of  said  contractor,  shall 
have  the  right  according  to  law  to  sue  in  an  action  of  assumpsit,  in  the 
name  of  the  obligee  for  his  or  their  use,  upon  said  bond,  upon  proof 
of  said  contractor’s  failure  to  pay  for  said  labor  or  material. 

Section  1805.  Separate  Specifications  for  Branches  of  Work.  In 

the  preparation  of  specifications  for  the  erection  or  alteration  of  any 
public  building,  when  the  entire  cost  of  such  work  exceeds  one  thousand 
dollars,  the  architect,  engineer,  or  person  prepai-ing  such  specifications 
shall  prepare  separate  specifications  for  the  plumbing,  heating,  venti- 
lating, and  electrical  work,  and  the  township  shall  receive  separate 
bids  upon  each  of  such  branches  of  work,  and  award  the  contract  for 
the  same  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder. 

Section  1806.  Workmen’s  Compensation  Insurance.  All  con- 
tracts executed  by  any  towruship,  which  involve  the  construction  or 
doing  of  any  work  involving  the  emploj^ment  of  labor,  shall  contain  a 
provision  that  the  contractor  shall  accept,  in  so  far  as  the  work  covered 
by  any  such  contract  is  concerned,  the  provisions  of  the  Workmen’s 
rompensation  Act  of  1915,  and  any  supplements  or  amendments 
thereto,  and  that  llie  said  contractor  will  insure  bis  liability  there- 
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under,  or  file  with  the  township,  with  which  the  contract  is  made,  a 
certificate  of  exemption  from  insurance  from  the  Bureau  of  Work- 
men’s Compensation  of  tlie  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry. 

Every  officer  of  any  townshij)  who  shall  sigm,  on  behalf  of  the  town- 
ship, any  contract  requiring  in  its  performance  the  employment  of 
labor,  shall  require,  before  the  said  contract  shall  be  signed,  proof  that 
the  said  contractor  with  Avhom  the  contract  is  made  shall  have  accepted 
the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act  of  1915,  and  any  supplements  or 
amendments  thereto,  and  proof  that  the  said  contractor  has  insured 
his  liability  thereunder  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  said  act,  or 
that  the  said  contractor  has  had  issued  to  him  a certificate  of  exemption 
from  insurance  by  the  Bureau  of  Workmen’s  Com]iensation  of  the  De- 
partment of  Labor  and  Industry. 

Any  contract  executed  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
be  null  and  void. 

Section  1807.  Engineers  and  Architects  Not  to  Be  Interested  in 
Contracts.  It  shall  be  unlaAvful  for  any  architect  or  engineer,  in  the 
emplo^r  of  a township,  and  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  plans,  speci- 
fications or  estimates,  or  for  any  officer  or  employe  of  the,  township 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  bid  on  any  public  work  at  any  letting  of  such 
•work  in  such  township. 

It  shall  be  unlaAvful  for  the  officers  of  a township,  charged  with  the 
duty  of  letting  any  public  w'ork,  to  award  a contract  to  any  such  archi- 
tect, engineer,  officer  or  employe  in  the  employ  of  the  township. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  architect,  engineer,  officer  or  employe, 
in  the  employ  of  any  township,  to  be  in  any  wise  interested  in  any 
contract  for  public  work  in  such  township,  or  to  receive  any  remuner- 
ation or  gratuity  from  any  pei-son  interested  in  such  contract. 

Any  person  or  persons  violating  these  proAusions,  or  any  one  of  them, 
shall  forfeit  his  office,  and  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and,  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  to  undergo  imiu'isonment  of  not  less  than  six 
months,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

ARTICLE  XIX 

Eminent  Domain;  Assessment  op  Damages  and  Benefits 
(a)  General  Provisions  Relating  to  Eminent  Domain, 

Section  1901.  Scope  of  Article.  Whenever,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  the  right  of  eminent  domain  and/or  the  ascertainment  and 
assessment  of  damages  and  benefits  in  viewer  proceedings  is  proidded 
for,  the  proceedings  shall  be  as  set  forth  in  this  article. 

Section  1902.  Restrictions  as  to  Certain  Property.  In  addition 
to  the  restrictions  made  by  other  provisions  of  this  act  in  particular 
cases,  no  toivnship  shall  exercise  right  of  eminent  domain  as  against 
land  now  occupied  by  any  building  which  was  used  during  the  Colonial 
or  Revolutionary  period  as  a place  of  Assembly  by  the  Council  of  the 
Colony  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  or  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  or 
as  against  the  land  occupied  by  any  fort,  redoubt,  or  blockhouse. 
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erected  during  the  Colonial  or  Kevolutionary  period,  or  any  building 
used  as  headquarters  by  the  Commander-in-Cliief  of  the  Continental 
Army ; or  as  against  the  site  of  any  building,  fort,  redoubt,  blockhouse, 
or  headquarters,  which  are  preseryed  for  their  historic  associations  and 
not  for  private  profit.  The  C’olonial  and  Revolutionary  jjeriod  shall 
be  taken  as  ended  on  the  third  day  of  September,  one  thoiisand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Section  1903.  Possession  of  Property  Upon  Tender  of  Bond. 

Whenever,  in  any  condemnation  ])roceedings,  any  toAvnship  has  tendered 
a bond  to  secure  the  payment  of  damages,  and  the  same  has  been  ac- 
cepted, or,  if  the  acceptance  Itas  been  refused  and  the  bond  has  been 
tiled  in,  and  approved  by  the  court,  the  townsliip  shall  liavo  the  right 
to  immediate  possession  of  the  ]iro])erty. 

Section  1904.  Notice  to  Quit;  Possession;  Procedure.  If  Hie 

owner,  lessee,  or  occupier  shall  refuse  to  remove  his  personal  property 
or  give  up  possession,  the  township  may  serve  written  notice  upon  such 
owner,  lessee,  or  his  agent,  or  the  occupier  to  remove  his  personal  prop- 
erty and  give  up,  possession  of  such  jwoperty.  within  sixty  days  from 
the  date  of  the  service  of  such  notice. 

If  the  owner,  lessee,  or  occupier  shall  refuse  to  remove  his  personal 
property  and  give  possession,  upon  proof  of  the  service  of  the  notice, 
a writ  of  habere  facias  posse.ssionem  shall  forthwith  issue,  directing  the 
sheriff  to  give  to  the  township  possession. 

Section  1905.  Bond  of  Township  Without  Surety  Sufficient. 

Whenever  any  coirrt  shall  order  -any  tOAvnship  to  enter  security  for  the 
payment  of  damages  for  the  taking,  in.juiy,  or  destruction  of  land, 
property  or  materials  by  right  of  eminent  domain,  the  bond  of  the 
township  shall  be  taken  Avithout  sureties. 

Section  1906.  Value  of  Land  not  to  be  Assessed  as  Benefits;  Ex- 
ceptions. In  all  cases  of  the  appropriation  of  land  for  public  use, 
other  than  for  roads  or  streets,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  assess  any 
portion  of  the  damage  done  to  or  value  of  the  land  so  appropriated, 
against  the  other  property  ad.joining  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land  so 
appropriated. 

Section  1907.  Right  to  Damages.  The  right  to  damages  against 
townships  is  given  to  all  owners  or  tenants  of  lands,  property,  or  ma- 
terial abutting  on,  or  through  which  pass,  roads,  streets,  lanes,  or  alleys, 
injured  by  the  laying  out,  opening,  widening,  vacating,  extending,  or 
grading  of  siTch  roads,  streets,  lanes,  or  alleys,  or  the  changing  of  the 
grades  or  lines  thereof,  by  such  townships;  the  construction  and  the 
vacation  by  such  toAvnships  of  bridges  and  piers,  abutments,  and  ap- 
proaches therefor,  and  the  construction  by  such  townships  of  seAvers 
over,  upon  or  through  such  lands  or  property. 

Section  1908.  Viewers’  Report.  VieAvers  or  juries  of  vieAv  ap- 
pointed by  any  court  to  asesss  damages  and  benefits,  due  to  the  tak- 
ing, injury,  or  destruction  of  private  property  in  and  by  the  comstruc- 
tion  or  enlargement  of  any  public  work,  higlnvay,  or  improvement, 
shall  make  their  reports  Avithin  a time  which  the  court  shall  fix  Avhen 
appointing  them,  but,  if  any  of  the  Auewers  or  juries  of  view  shall. 
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for  any  reason  appearing  sufficient  to  the  court,  he  unable  to  file  its 
report  within  the  period  so  fixed,  the  court  may,  either  before  or 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  fixed,  extend  the  time  for  the  filing  of 
such  report. 

Section  1909.  Plans  of  Properties  Condemned  to  be  Furnished 
to  Viewers.  In  all  proceedings  to  assess  damages  for  the  taking,  in- 
jury, or  destruction  of  private  property  for  public  use,  the  township 
taking,  injuring,  or  destroying  property  for  said  purpose,  shall  furnish 
the  board  of  viewers  with  a correct  plan  of  all  properties  affected, 
showing  all  buildings  or  other  structures  thereon,  their  width,  length, 
elevation,  and  cubical  contents,  names  of  all  owners,  tenants,  or  oc- 
cupiers thereof,  the  topography  of  the  land,  and  the  grades  and 
widths  of  all  highways  running  through  or  abutting  on  said  properties, 
and  all  other  data  necessary  for  a proper  determination  of  the  amount 
of  damages  caused  by  the  taking,  injury,  or  destruction  of  said  private 
property. 

Said  plans  shall  be  prepared  and  ready  for  the  use  of  the  viewers 
at  their  first  meeting,  and  copies  thereof  shall  be  furnished  to  all 
owners,  tenants,  and  occupiers  of  the  property  and  all  other  parties 
affected  thereby,  without  charge. 

Section  1910.  Condemnation  Petition  to  Specify  Liens;  Excep- 
tion. In  all  proceedings  instituted  for  the  condemnation  and  appro- 
priation of  land  and  property  by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent 
domain,  excepting  proceedings  to  ascertain  damages  and  benefits  by 
reason  of  township  street  or  server  improvements,  the  petition  for  the 
appointment  of  viewers  therein  shall  contain  allegations  specifying 
any  judgments,  mortgages,  or  other  claims  (herein  designated  “liens”) 
which  are  liens  upon  the  land  and  property  sought  to  be  appropriated 
or  condemned  as  aforesaid. 

Section  1911.  Findings  of  Facts  as  to  Liens.  Testimony  shall 
be  taken  in  said  proceedings  to  ascertain  the  amounts  of  said  liens  and 
the  dates  of  the  entry  of  the  same,  and  the  amounts  of  said  liens  and 
the  dates  of  entry  thereof  shall  be  found  as  facts  by  the  viewers  in 
said  proceedings.  Certified  lists  of  liens,  from  the  courts  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  the  United  States,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
existence,  dates,  amounts,  dates  of  entry,  and  places  of  record,  of 
said  liens,  and,  unless  modified  or  overcome  by  oral  or  documentary 
evidence,  shall  be  conclusive  upon  the  parties  thereto  as  to  items  just 
specified. 

Section  1912.  Reports  of  Viewers  as  to  Liens;  Appeals;  Distri- 
bution to  Lien  Creditors;  Discharge  of  Liens.  AVhere  it  appears  that 
liens  exist  as  aforesaid,  which  are  liens  upon  property  sought  to  be 
condemned  and  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  a report  of  the  facts  found 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  made  to  the  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
proceeding,  wffiich  report  shall  be  subject  to  exceptions  in  manner  to 
be  regulated  by  the  Supreme  Court,  by  general  rule  prescribed, 
amended,  and  published  from  time  to  time,  and,  upon  the  findings  in 
relation  to  said  liens  being  finally  found  by  said  court  having  juris- 
diction of  said  proceedings,  said  court  shall  make  an  order  directing 
I he  payment  and  distribution  of  the  amount  found  to  be  payable  as 
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compensation  to  the  parties  entitled  thereto,  first  to  the  owners  of  said 
liens,  then  to  the  owners  of  the  property  appropriated  as  aforesaid : 
Provided,  however,  That  the  parties  interested  shall  have  the  right  of 
appeal  from  said  order  of  distribution  to  the  Supeidor  or  Supreme 
Courts  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  amount 
distributed  to  said  parties  respectively,  iu  manner  now  provided  by 
law.  Payment  in  accordance  Avith  said  order  of  distribution  shall  ab- 
solutely discharge  the  party  making  said  payment  from  all  claims  of 
Avhatsoever  natitre  by  any  person,  firm,  corporation,  or  claimant,  as 
against  said  property,  when  the  payment  thereof  shall  be  evidenced  by 
a receipt  of  record  in  said  proceedings ; and,  in  said  receipt  and  on 
the  record  thereof,  any  claimant  may  i-eserve  the  right  to  pursue  the 
owner  of  said  property  for  any  balance  due  upon  his  lien  against  any 
other  property  or  assets  of  the  said  owner. 

Section  1913.  Vesting  Title.  Upon  payment  of  the  compensation 
for  land  or  property  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  in  accordance  Avith 
said  order  of  distribution,  title  to  the  land  or  property  appropriated 
shall  vest  in  the  taker  thereof  in  accordance  A\dth  provisions  of  the  laAV 
under  AA'hich  such  appropriation  is  made,  and  all  claims  for  compensa- 
tion shall  be  deemed  paid  and  satisfied  as  herein  provided. 

Section  1914.  Competency  of  Evidence  as  to  Market  Value  of 

Property.  In  all  proceedings  arising  from  the  exercise  of  the  right 
of  eminent  domain,  it  shall  be  competent  for  all  witnesses  called,  when 
duly  qualified,  to  state  their  opinion  as  to  the  market  value  of  the 
property  before  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  and  as 
unaffected  by  it,  and  its  market  value  immediately  after  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  and  as  affected  thereby. 

(a)  To  state,  in  detail  and  costs,  all  the  elements  of  benefit  or 
damage  which  they  have  taken  into  consideration  in  arriving  at  their 
opinion ; 

(b)  In  arriving  at  their  opinion  as  to  the  market  value  imme- 
diately after  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  to  add  to 
their  opinion  of  the  market  value  before  such  exercise,  the  cost  or  A-alue 
of  all  the  element  of  benefit  or  advantage,  and  to  deduct  therefrom 
all  disadvantage  or  damage  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  market  value 
after  such  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  and  as  affected 
thereby. 

(c)  In  all  proceedings  to  assess  damages  or  benefits  for  the  open- 
ing of  any  street,  alley,  or  other  higlnvay,  to  take  into  consideration, 
as  one  of  the  elements  of  advantage  or  disadA^antage,  the  cost  of  street 
improvement. 

In  all  claims  for  damages  against  a toAvnship,  arising  from  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  it  shall  be  competent  for  the 
party  or  parties  claiming  damages  to  offer  in  evidence,  as  a declaration 
against  interest,  the  value  of  the  property  affected  as  assessed  for  the 
purpose  of  taxation. 

Section  1915.  Proceedings  Where  Assessments  by  Viewers 

Waived.  In  any  proceeding  to  ascertain  the  damage  caused  to  any 
owner  of  lands,  by  reason  of  the  appropriation  of  a right  of  Avay  or 
easement  by  any  township,  Avhere  the  owner  and  township  cannot  agree 
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upon  the  amount  of  damage  done,  the  parties  may,  by  agreement,  waive 
the  right  to  have  such  damages  assessed,  and  the  owner  may  file  his 
claim  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  and  rule  the  de- 
fendant to  plead  thereto  within  fifteen  days  from  the  service  of  such 
rule  upon  the  township,  and  the  suit  shall  be  proceeded  with  as  if  an 
award  of  viewers  had  been  filed  and  an  appeal  had  been  taken  there- 
from. 

Either  party  to  such  an  action  may,  on  motion,  have  the  jury 
visit  and  view  the  premises  over  or  through  which  the  proposed  right 
of  way  or  easement  may  extend. 

Section  1916.  Appeals  in  Eminent  Domain  Proceedings;  Pay- 
ment of  Money  Into  Court.  In  ail  cases  of  damages  assessed  against 
any  township  for  property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed  by  the  con- 
struction or  enlargement  of  their  works,  highways,  or  improvements, 
whether  such  assessment  shall  have  been  made  by  viewers,  or  other- 
wise than  upon  trial  in  court  and  an  appeal  is  not  provided  for,  an 
appeal  may  be  taken  by  either  party  to  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  the  county  within  thirty  days  from  the  filing  of  the  report. 

Any  such  appeal  taken  shall  be  signed  by  the  party  taking  the 
same  or  by  his  agent  or  attorney,  and  shall  be  accompanied  by  an 
affidavit  of  the  party  appellant,  or  of  the  agent  or  attorney,  that  the 
same  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  but  because  the  affiant  firmly 
believes  that  injustice  has  been  done. 

When  no  siieh  appeal  is  taken  and  judgment  is  entered,  and  the 
party  to  whom  damages  have  been  awarded  refuses  to  accept  payment 
of  such  award  or  judgment,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  town- 
ship, upon  petition  to  the  court  after  notice  as  ordered  by  court,  to 
pay  the  amount  of  the  award  and  costs  into  the  court.  The  court, 
upon  such  payment,  shall  order  the  satisfaction  of  the  award  or 
judgment. 

(h)  Procedvre  for  the  Exercise  of  Eminent  Domain  and  for  the  Assess- 
ment  of  Damages  and,  Benefits 

Section  1920.  Petition  for  Viewers;  Time  of  Meeting.  Except  as 
in  this  act  otherwise  provided,  in  ease  the  compensation  for  damages 
or  benefits  accruing  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain 
and/or  from  the  erection  and  construction  of  public  improvements  have 
not  been  agreed  upon,  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  any  law  judge 
thereof  in  vacation,  on  application  thereto  ])y  petition  by  the  township 
or  any  person  interested,  sliall  appoint  three  viewers,  from  the  board 
of  viewers  of  the  county,  and  appoint  a time,  not  less  than  twenty  nor 
more  than  thirty  days  thereafter,  when  the  viewers  shall  meet  upon 
the  line  of  the  improvement  and  view  the  same  and  the  premises  af- 
fected thereby. 

Section  1921.  When  Viewers  May  be  Appointed.  The  viewers 
provided  for  in  the  preceding  section  may  be  appointed  before  or 
after  the  entry,  appropriation,  or  injury  of  any  property  or  materials 
for  constructing  such  improvements. 

Section  1922.  Notice  of  Meeting  of  Viewers.  Except  when  other- 
wise in  this  act  provided,  the  viewers  shall  give  at  least  ten  days’  no- 


tiee  of  the  time  of  tlieii'  first  meeting,  by  publication  in  one  or  more 
newspapers  of  general  circulation  in  the  township,  and  by  handbills 
posted  upon  the  premises,  or  otherwise  as  the  court  shall  direct. 

Section  1923.  Swearing  Viewers;  Hearings;  Schedules  of 
Damages  and  Benefits.  The  viewers,  having  been  sworn  or  affirmed 
faithfully,  justly  and  impartially  to  decide  and  a true  report  to  make 
concerning  all  matter’s  to  be  submitted  to  them  and  in  relation  to  which 
they  are  authorized  to  inquire,  and  having  viewed  the  premises  and 
examined  the  property,  shall  hear  all  parties  interested  and  their  wit- 
nesses and  shall  determine  the  damages  for  property  taken,  injured, 
or  destroyed,  if  any,  and  to  whom  the  same  is  payable,  and  having 
determined  the  damages,  together  with  the  benefits,  they  shall  prepare 
a schedule  thereof. 

Section  1924.  Assessment  of  Damages  and  Benefits.  The  damages 
may  be  paid  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  township,  or  may  be  assessed 
in  whole  or  in  part  upon  the  property  benefited.  In  the  latter  ease,  the 
viewers,  having  first  determined  the  damages  apart  from  the  benefits, 
shall  assess  the  total  cost  of  the  improvement,  or  so  much  thei'eof  as  may 
be  just  and  reasonable,  upon  the  properties  peculiarly  benefited,  includ- 
ing in  the  assessment  all  parties  for  which  damages  have  been  allowed, 
and  shall  report  the  same  to  the  court.  The  total  assessments  for 
benefits  shall  not  exceed  the  total  damages  awarded  or  agreed  upon. 

Section  1925.  Assessment  Awards.  In  proceedings  to  assess 
damages  and  benefits,  if  the  property  is  both  benefited  and  damaged 
by  such  improvements,  the  excess  of  damages  over  benefits,  or  the 
excess  of  benefits  over  damages,  or  nothing  in  ease  the  benefits  and 
damages  are  equal,  shall  be  awarded  to  or  assessed  against  the  several 
owners  of  property  affected  thereby. 

Section  1926.  Separate  Reports  of  Damages  and  Benefits.  The 
preceding  section  shall  not  prevent  the  viewers  from  making  a separate 
report  of  the  damages  and  benefits,  respectively.  In  such  event,  if  the 
damages  to  the  property  of  any  person  be  greater  than  the  benefits, 
or  if  the  benefits  be  greater  than  the  damages,  or  if  the  damages  and 
benefits  be  equal,  in  either  case  the  viewers  shall  strike  a balance  and 
carry  the  difference  forward  to  another  column,  so  that  the  assessment 
shall  show  what  amount  is  to  be  received  or  paid  by  the  property  owner 
and  the  difference  only  shall  be  collectible  of  or  paid  to  such  property 
owner.  Appeals  taken  from  tlie  report  of  the  board  of  viewei-s  shall 
be  from  such  net  amount  only. 

Section  1927.  Notice  When  Schedules  Will  be  Exhibited.  The 
viewers  shall  give  notice  to  all  parties  to  whom  damages  are  allowed, 
or  upon  whom  assessments  for  benefits  are  made,  of  a time  not  less 
than  ten  days  thereafter,  and  of  place  where  the  viewers  will  meet 
and  exhibit  their  schedule  and  hear  all  exceptions  thereto. 

Section  1928.  Service  of  Notices.  Such  notice  shall  be  given,  in 
the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  service  of  a summons  in  a per- 
sonal action,  if  the  parties  can  be  found  in  the  township ; or  upon  an 
adult  person  residing  upon  the  property  affected  by  the  assessment. 


in  case  Uie  owner  or  reputed  owner  cannot  be  found;  and  to  all  others 
by  publication  in  the  neAvspaper  or  newspapers  in  which  the  first 
notices  of  the  view  were  published,  and  by  posting  conspicuously  on 
the  premises.  The  board  of  commissioners  may,  by  ordinance,  provide 
by  Avhom  the  notice  shall  lie  served  and  posted  and  fix  the  compensa- 
tion for  such  service. 

Section  1929.  Report  of  Viewers;  Plan  of  Improvements.  After 
making  Avhatever  changes  are  nece.ssary,  the  vieAvers  or  a majority 
thereof  shall  report  to  the  court,  showing  the  damages  and/or  benefits 
alloAved  and  assessed  in  each  case,  and  file  therewitli  a plan,  to  be 
secured  or  prepared  by  the  viervei-s,  showing  the  improvement,  the 
properties  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  and  properties  benefited. 

Section  1930.  Notice  of  Filing  of  Report.  AVlien  the  report  is 
filed,  notice  thereof  shall  immediately  be  given,  by  publication  once 
in  the  newspaper’s  publishing  the  notice  provided  for  in  this  article. 
Such  notice  shall  state  the  date  of  filing  of  the  report,  contain  a 
schedule  of  the  damages  allowed  and  benefits  assessed,  and  shall  state 
that,  unless  exceptions  be  filed  thereto  or  an  appeal  to  the  court  of 
common  pleas  is  taken  therefrom  Avithin  thirty  days  from  the  date  of 
filing,  the  report  Avill  be  confirmed  absolutely. 

Section  1931.  Township  to  Pay  Costs  of  Proceedings.  The  cost 
of  the  proceedings,  including  court  costs,  except  the  compensation  of 
Ihe  vieAA’ers,  shall  be  paid  by  the  toAvnship. 

Section  1932.  Bond  of  Township.  Except  Avhen  in  this  act  other- 
wise provided,  in  all  cases  where  the  parties  have  not  agreed  upon  the 
damages  claimed,  or  where,  by  reason  of  the  absence  or  legal  incapacity 
of  the  OAvner,  no  such  agreement  can  be  made,  the  tOAvnship  may  ten- 
der sufficient  security  to  the  party  entitled  to  damages,  or  to  the , 
attorney  or  agent  of  any  person  absent,  or  to  the  agent  or  officer  of  a 
corporation,  or  to  the  guardian  or  committee  of  anyone  under  legal 
incapacity. 

Section  1933.  Condition  of  Bond;  Notice  of  Filing  in  Court.  The 
condition  of  the  security  shall  be  that  the  toAAmship  shall  pay  or  cause 
to  he  paid  such  amount  of  damages  as  the  party  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  or 
assessed  in  the  manner  provided  for  by  this  article.  In  ease  the  party 
claiming  damages  refuses  to  accept  the  security  tendered,  the  town- 
ship shall  give  tlie  party  or  his  agent,  attorney,  guardian,  or  committee, 
a written  notice  of  the  time  Avhen  the  same  Avill  be  presented  in  court. 

Section  1934.  Filing  Bond;  Recovery  Thereon.  If  approved  by 
the  court,  the  security  shall  be  filed  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested, 
and  recovery  may  be  had  thereon  for  the  amount  of  damages  as- 
sessed. If  the  damages  be  not  paid,  they  may  be  collected  by  execu- 
tion on  the  judgment  in  the  is.sue  framed  to  try  the  question.  Upon 
the  approval  of  the  security,  the  town.ship  may  proceed  with  the  im- 
provement. 

Section  1935.  Exceptions  to  Report  of  Viewers.  Within  thirty 
days  after  the  filing  of  any  report,  any  party  interested  may  file  ex- 
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ceptions  to  the  same;  and  the  court  shall  confirm,  modify,  or  change 
the  same,  or  change  the  assessments  made  therein  or  refer  it  back  to 
the  same  or  new  viewers. 

Section  1936.  Confirmation  of  Report  of  Viewers.  AYhen  the  re- 
port is  filed,  the  prothonotary  shall  mark  it  confirmed  nisi.  In  case 
no  exceptions  are  filed  thereto,  he  shall  enter  a decree  that  the  report 
is  confirmed  absolutely. 

Section  1937.  Effect  of  Exceptions  on  Confirmation  of  Report. 
AVhen  exceptions  are  filed  Avhich  affect  the  entire  report,  the  same 
shall  not  be  confirmed  absolutely  as  to  any  part  thereof  until  the  ex- 
ceptions have  been  finally  disposed  of ; when  the  exceptions  do  not 
affect  the  entire  report,  the  court  shall  confirm  the  assessments  to  which 
exceptions  have  not  been  taken. 

Section  1938.  Appeals  from  Confirmations  after  Exceptions. 
AVithin  three  months  after  the  confirmation  of  any  repoi't,  folloAving 
the  filing  of  exceptions  thereto,  any  party  interested  may  appeal  from 
the  decree  of  the  court  below  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court,  as  the 
ease  may  he. 

Section  1939.  Effect  of  Appeals.  AVhen  any  appeal  is  taken  from 
the  action  of  the  court  confirming  any  viewers’  report  or  part  thereof, 
if  the  appeal  affects  the  entire  report,  it  shall  have  the  effect  of  sus- 
pending the  absolute  confirmation  thereof  until  the  appeal  is  finally 
disposed  of ; but  where  the  appeal  is  to  matters  which  do  not  affect 
the  entire  report,  or  any  other  assessment,  such  appeal  shall  affect  only 
the  particular  assessment  for  which  the  appeal  is  taken. 

Section  1940.  Filing  Assignments  of  Error,  Et  Cetera.  In  order 
to  determine  whether  any  appeal  affects  the  entire  report,  or  any 
particular  assessment,  the  appellant  shall  file  in  the  court  below,  before 
or  at  the  time  of  filing  his  writ  of  certiorari,  a copy  of  his  specifications 
or  assignments  of  error  or  grounds  of  appeal.  Upon  failure  so  to  do, 
the  township  or  any  party  interested  may,  by  notice  or  rule  upon  the 
appellant,  cause  such  specifications,  assignments  of  error,  or  grounds 
of  appeal  to  be  filed.  * 

Section  1941.  Certificate  of  Judge  of  the  Court  Below.  Upon  Hk' 
request  of  the  township,  or  any  party  interested,  the  court  below  or 
any  judge  thereof  in  vacation,  shall  certify  whether  the  appeal  affects 
the  entire  report,  and  said  certificate  shall  he  conclusive.  AA^here  the 
court  or  judge  certifies  that  the  appeal  will  affect  the  entire  report, 
no  further  proceedings  shall  be  taken  in  the  court  below  until  after  the 
final  action  of  the  appellate  court;  but  where  the  court  or  judge  cer- 
tifies that  the  appeal  will  affect  only  a particular  assessment,  then  the 
confirmation  of  all  other  assessments  shall  be  final. 

Section  1942,  Effect  of  Affirmation  of  Decree  of  Court  Below. 
If,  on  any  appeal,  the  action  of  the  court  below  is  affirmed,  the  date  of 
the  decree  or  judgment  of  the  appellate  court  shall  be  taken  as  the  day 
on  which  the  report  Avas  finally  confirmed. 
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Section  1943.  Consolidation  of  Appeals.  Wliere  any  appeal  is 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  an  appeal  is  also  taken  to  the  Su- 
perior Court,  and  the  appeals  in  both  cases  are  substantially  the  same, 
the  Superior  Court  may  certify  such  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  to 
be  heard  with  the  other  appeals  from  the  same  report. 

The  Supreme  Court  shall  consolidate  all  such  appeals  and  hear 
them  as  one  ease.  Where  several  appeals  are  taken  from  the  con- 
firmation of  the  same  report,  either  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court, 
and  the  grounds  of  appeal  are  similar,  the  appellate  court  may  con- 
solidate the  appeals. 

Section  1944.  Appellants  May  Unite  in  Appeals;  Effect  Thereof. 
Several  parties  may  unite  in  a single  appeal,  either  to  the  Superior 
or  Supreme  Court,  where  the  groirnds  of  appeal  are  similar,  but  the 
uniting  of  the  appellants  shall  not  unite  the  amounts  or  change  the 
jurisdiction.  AVhen  the  appeal,  if  taken  by  each  appellant  singly, 
would  be  to  the  Superior  Court,  then  the  appeal  shall  be  to  that  Court, 
but,  if  the  appeal  of  any  one  appellant  would  be  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
then  the  joint  appeal  shall  be  to  that  court.  If  an  appeal  has  been 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  any  other  party,  without  regard  to  the 
amount  involved,  if  the  grounds  of  appeal  are  similar,  may  appeal 
to  the  same  court  and  join  in  such  appeal. 

Section  1945.  Appeals  from  Reports  of  Viewers  for  Jury  Trial. 
Within  thirty  days  after  any  report  of  viewers  is  filed  in  court,  any 
party  whose  property  is  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  or  who  is  as- 
sessed benefits,  may  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  demand  a 
trial  by  jury.  AYhere  an  appeal  is  so  taken  as  to  a portion  of  the  re- 
jmrt,  the  portion  not  appealed  from  shall  be  confirmed  absolutely,  at 
the  expiration  of  thirty  clays  after  the  report  is  filed  in  court. 

Section  1946.  Reasons  for  Appeals  to  be  Stated.  The  appeal,  as 
provided  in  the  last  preceding  section,  shall  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  is  taken,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  appellant,  or  by  his  agent 
or  attorney;  and  shall  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  that  it  is  not 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  but  because  the  appellant  believes  that 
inju.stice  has  been  done. 

Section  1947.  Costs.  T"]mn  tlie  trial  of  any  such  appeal,  in  case 
I he  party  appellant  does  not  obtain  a verdict  more  favorable  than  was 
Ihe  report  of  the  viewers  as  finally  confirmed,  the  appellant  shall  not 
i-ecover  any  costs. 

Section  1948.  Notices.  Appeals  from  the  Court  Below.  The 
court  of  common  pleas  shall  order  what  notices  shall  be  given  in  con- 
nection with  such  proceedings,  and  may,  by  rule  or  otherwise,  prescribe 
the  form  of  pleadings.  After  verdict  and  final  judgment,  either  party 
may,  within  three  montlis,  appeal  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court. 

Section  1949.  Appeals  to  the  Wrong  Court.  Shoidd  any  appeal 
under  this  article  be  made  to  the  wrong  court,  such  court  shall  certify 
the  appeal  to  the  court  to  which  it  should  have  been  taken. 

Section  1950.  Appeals  not  to  Prevent  Filing  Liens.  No  appeal 
taken  under  this  article  shall  prevent  the  filing  of  liens  by  any  town- 


89 


ship  for  any  assessment  made  by  any  such  report,  but,  upon  the  final 
termination  of  the  issue,  the  court  shall  make  such  order  as  to  the  lien 
filed  as  shall  appear  right  and  proper. 

Section  1951.  Discontinuance  of  Proceedings.  If  any  township 
shall  repeal  any  ordinance,  or  discontinue  any  proceeding,  providing 
for  any  improvements,  prior  to  the  entry  upon,  taking,  or  injury  to 
any  property  or  materials,  the  township  shall  not  be  liable  to  pay  any 
damages  which  have  been  assessed,  but  all  costs  upon  any  such  proceed- 
ing shall  be  paid  by  the  township,  together  with  any  actual  damage  sus- 
tained by  reason  of  such  proceeding. 

Section  1952.  Assessments  to  Bear  Interest.  All  assessments  for 
benefits,  costs,  and  expenses  shall  bear  interest  at  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  after  they  shall  have  been  finally  ascertained,  and  shall 
be  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the  township. 

Section  1953.  Damages  to  Bear  Interest.  The  amount  of  damages 
allowed  in  a report  of  viewers  for  the  taking,  injury  or  destruction  of 
property  by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  shall,  as 
finally  confirmed,  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  an- 
num from  the  date  of  the  confirmation  nisi  of  the  report. 


ARTICLE  XX 

Roads,  Streets  and  Highways 
(a)  Plans  of  St7'eefs 

Section  2001.  Every  township  shall  have  a general  plan  of  ibs 
streets  and  alleys,  including  those  which  have  been  or  may  be  laid  out 
but  not  opened.  Such  plan  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  engineer 
or  other  proper  officer  of  the  township,  and  all  subdivisions  of  prop- 
erty thereafter  made  shall  conform  thereto.  No  streets  or  alleys,  or 
parts  thereof,  laid  out  or  accepted  and  confirmed  on  such  plan,  shall 
afterwards  be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  commissionei’s  of  the 
township.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  any  damages  for  any 
improvements  placed  or  constructed  within  the  lines  of  any  street  or 
alley  after  the  same  has  been  located  or  ordained  on  the  plan  provided 
for  by  this  section. 

(h)  Laying  Out,  Opening,  Widening,  Straight e^iing.  Vacating  and  He- 
laying  Out  Roads,  Et  Cetera.  Repairs  and  Detoiirs 

Section  2005.  Power  to  Lay  Out,  Open,  Widen,  Vacate,  Et 

Cetera.  The  board  of  township  commissioners  may  enact,  ordain, 
survey,  lay  out,  open,  widen,  straighten,  vacate,  and  relay  all  roads, 
streets,  lanes  and  alleys  and  parts  thereof  which  are  wholly  within 
the  township,  upon  the  petition  of  a majority  in  interest  of  the  owners 
of  property  or  properties  through  whose  land  such  road,  street,  lane  or 
alley  passes,  or  upon  whose  land  it  abuts,  or  without  petition  of  the 
owners  of  abutting  property  if  in  the  judgment  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners it  is  n€ce.ssary  for  the  public  convenience.  Such  power 
shall  include  authority  to  vacate  in  whole  or  in  part  roads,  streets, 
lanes  and  alleys  laid  out  by  the  Commonwealth  where  the  same  have 
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remained  unopened  for  a period  of  thirty  yeai-s ; and  also  the  authority 
to  lay  out  and  open  a public  road  which  will  be  a continuation  or  ex- 
tension of  a street  already  opened  by  an  adjacent  city  or  borough. 

Section  2006.  Burial  Grounds,  Et  Cetera,  Saved.  No  such  road, 
street,  lane,  or  alley  shall  be  laid  out  and  opened  through  any  burial 
ground  or  cemetery,  nor  through  any  grounds  occupied  by  a building 
used  as  a place  for  public  worship,  or  as  a public  or  parochial  school  or 
educational  or  charitable  institution  or  seminary,  unless  the  consent  of 
the  owner  or  corporation  or  person  controlling  the  premises  is  first 
secured. 

Section  2007.  Notice  of  Hearing.  The  board  of  commissioners 
shall  give  ten  days’  notice  to  the  property  owners  affected  thereby  of 
the  time  and  place  when  and  where  all  parties  interested  may  meet  and 
be  heard.  AVitnesses  may  be  summoned  and  examined  by  the  board 
and  by  the  parties  interested,  at  such  meeting  or  any  adjournment 
thereof. 

Section  2008.  Draft.  Report.  After  such  hearing  and  a con- 
sideration of  the  matter,  should  the  board  of  commissioners,  or  a ma- 
jority thereof,  decide  in  favor  of  exercising  the  power  so  conferred, 
they  shall  make  written  report,  together  with  a draft  or  survey  of  the 
road,  street,  lane,  or  alley,  fixing  the  width  thereof,  and  noting  the 
improvements  along  the  line  thereof  and  the  names  of  the  owners  of 
property  through  which  the  same  shall  pass  or  whereon  it  shall  abut. 
Such  report  and  draft  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions. 

Section  2009.  Exceptions  to  Report.  Any  citizen  or  freeholder 
of  the  township  may,  within  thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  the  report 
of  the  board  of  commissioners,  upon  entering  in  the  court  sufficient 
surety  to  indemnify  the  board  for  all  costs  incurred  in  the  proceed- 
ings, file  exceptions  to  the  report,  together  with  a petition  for  a 
review. 

Section  2010.  Appointment  of  A^iewers.  Epon  favorable  action 
on  such  matter  by  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  after  the  expiration 
of  the  term  allowed  for  filing  exceptions,  or  upon  the  order  of  the 
court,  upon  the  disposition  of  any  exceptions,  if  in  either  ease  the 
compensation  for  the  damages  or  benefits  accruing  therefrom  have  not 
been  agreed  upon  the  court  of  common  pleas  or  any  law  judge  thereof 
in  vacation,  on  application  by  petition  by  the  board  of  commissioners 
or  any  person  interested,  shall  appoint  three  viewers  from  the  county 
board  of  viewers,  to  assess  the  damages  and  benefits  occasioned  by  the 
proceeding  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  act  for  such  proceedings. 

Section  2011.  Notices  to  be  Posted  Along  Improvement.  After 

the  passage  or  approval  of  any  ordinance  by  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners, for  the  opening,  widening,  straightening,  extending,  or  vacat- 
ing any  road,  street,  or  alley,  notice  shall  within  ten  days  thereafter 
be  given  by  handbills  posted  in  conspicuous  places  along  the  line  of 
the  proposed  improvement.  Such  notice  shall  state  the  fact  of  the 
passage  or  approval  of  the  ordinance,  and  the  date  of  the  passage 
or  approval. 
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Section  2012.  Width  of  Public  Roads.  The  Avidth  of  a public 
road  in  townships  of  the  first  class  shall  not  be  less  than  thirty-three 
feet  or  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet:  Provided.  That  the 
limits  of  width  shall  not  be  construed  to  include  the  Avidth  required 
for  necessary  slopes  in  cuts  or  fills,  Avhen  the  limits  of  the  road  and  the 
extra  width  required  for  such  slopes  exceed  the  limits  of  Avidth  herein 
specified. 

Section  2013.  Opening  and  Repairing  Roads.  Public  roads  or 
highways  laid  out  by  lawful  authority  in  townships,  shall  as  soon  as 
may  be  practicable,  be  effectually  opened  and  constantly  kept  in  re- 
pair. All  public  roads  or  highways  shall  at  all  seasons  be  kept  reason- 
ably clear  of  all  impediments  to  easy  and  conA’enient  traA’eling,  at  the 
expense  of  the  toAvnship. 

Whenever  proceedings  have  been  heretofore  or  may  hereafter  be 
begun  for  the  opening  and  laying  out  of  any  public  road  in  any  town- 
ship, such  public  road  shall  be  physically  opened  upon  the  ground  for 
use  by  the  public  Avithin  the  period  of  five  years  next  after  the  com- 
pletion of  such  proceedings,  and  if  not  so  opened,  then  such  proceed- 
ings shall  be  deemed  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect,  and  the  land  proposed 
to  be  taken  shall  revert  to  the  owners  of  the  land,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
vacation  of  a public  road  free  of  any  easement  or  right  of  the  public  to 
use  the  same. 

Section  2014.  Detours.  Except  in  the  case  of  emergencies  Avhere- 
in  the  safety  of  the  public  AAmuld  be  endangered,  no  public  road 
or  highway  in  any  tOAvnship  shall  be  closed  to  vehicular  traffic,  except 
upon  order  of  the  authorities  haAung  charge  of  the  maintenance  of  such 
highAA'ays,  nor  for  a longer  period  than  is  necessary  for  the  purpose 
for  which  such  order  is  issued : Provided,  howeA'er,  That  no  public  road 
or  highway  shall  be  closed  to  vehicular  traffic  when  the  same  has  been 
designated  as  a detour  by  the  State  Department  of  HighAvays,  unless 
the  written  consent  of  the  Department  of  IlighAvays  has  first  been  ob- 
tained, or  unless  the  authorities  having  jurisdiction  over  said  road  or 
highway  shall,  by  resolution  duly  recorded  on  their  minutes,  declare 
such  closing  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  public  safety. 

When  any  public  road  or  higliAvay  shall  be  closed,  as  hex’einbefore 
provided,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  authorities  authorizing  the  closing 
to  immediately  designate  or  lay  out  a detour,  on  which  they  shall 
erect  or  cause  to  be  erected  and  maintained  Avhile  such  detour  is  in 
use,  legible  signs  at  each  public  road  intersection  throughout  its  entire 
length,  indicating  the  direction  to  the  main  highway.  During  the 
period  A\dien  such  detour  is  in  use,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  authori- 
ties closing  the  main  highway  to  maintain  such  detour  in  safe  and 
passable  condition.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  authorities  closing 
the  main  highway  and  maintaining  the  detour  to  immediately  remove 
all  detour  signs  Avhen  the  highAvay  originally  closed  is  opened  for 
traffic.  Said  authorities  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  repair  the  road  desig- 
nated as  a detour,  and  place  same  in  a condition  at  least  equal  to  its 
condition  A\dien  designated  as  a detour.  Whenever  neees.sary  in  the  cre- 
ation of  a detour,  as  aforesaid,  the  authorities  responsible  for  laying 
out  the  detour  may  enter  into  agreement  with  the  OAvners  of  private 
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lands,  covering  the  acquisition  of  right-of-way  privileges  over  private 
property  for  the  period  when  the  main  higliAvay  shall  be  closed  to  traf- 
fic. In  the  exercise  of  the  rights  conferred  by  this  section,  the  author- 
ities responsible  are  hereby  empowered  to  pay  for  the  necessary  main- 
tenance, subsequent  repair,  and  land  rental,  out  of  such  funds  as  are 
available  for  the  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  the  highways  in 
tlieir  charge. 

Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  remove,  deface,  destroy  or  disregard 
any  barricade,  light,  danger  sign,  detour  sign,  or  warning  of  any  other 
character  whatsoever,  erected  or  placed  under  authority  of  this  sec- 
tion, or  who  shall  drive  on,  over  or  across  any  highway  which  has  been 
closed  by  proper  authority,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  in  a sum- 
mary proceeding  before  a magistrate,  alderman  or  justice  of  the  peace, 
be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  costs  of  prosecution,  and,  in  default 
of  the  payment  thereof,  shall  bo  imprisoned  one  day  for  each  dollar 
of  fine  and  costs  unpaid : Provided,  however.  That  persons  who  have 
no  outlet  due  to  the  closing  of  a highway  may  drive  on,  over  or  across 
such  highway,  Avith  the  consent  in  writing  of,  and  subject  to  such  con- 
ditions as  may  be  prescribed  by,  the  authorities  responsible  for  the 
closing,  or  their  agents  or  contractors,  Avithout  being  subject  to  the 
penalties  imposed  by  this  section. 

In  addition  to  the  penalties  herein  proAuded,  the  authorities  re- 
sponsible for  the  maintenance  of  a higliAvay  Avhich  has  been  closed  to 
vehicular  traffic,  or  their  agents  or  contractors,  may,  in  an  action  at 
law,  recover  damages  from  any  person  or  persons  who  have  damaged 
a higliAvay  by  driving  on,  over  or  across  same  AAdien  it  is  closed  to 
A^ehieular  traffic  in  accordance  wit])  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

All  fines  collected  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  paid 
by  the  officer  recehung  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  the  toAvnship  in 
which  the  offense  was  committed. 

The  commissioners  of  any  toAvnship  may  temporarily  close  any 
toAvnship  road,  when  in  their  opinion  excessive  or  unusual  conditions 
liave  rendered  such  road  unfit  or  unsafe  for  travel,  and  immediate 
repair,  because  of  the  time  of  year  or  other  conditions,  is  impracticable. 
The  road  or  portion  of  road  so  closed  shall  be  properly  marked  at  its 
extremities,  and  a means  of  passage  for  the  customary  users  of  such 
road  shall,  whenever  possible,  lie  provided. 

Anyone  using  such  road  or  portion  thereof  after  the  same  has 
been  properly  closed  and  marked,  AA'ithout  a permit  from  the  commis- 
sioners, shall  l)e  subject  to  a penalty  of  not  more  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  a summary  proceeding.  The  penalties  so 
recovered  shall  be  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the  township  wherein 
the  offense  Avas  committed. 

Section  2015.  Laying  out  Roads  Under  the  General  Road  Law. 
All  roads  partly  Avithin  tOAvnships  of  the  first  class,  where  one  of  the 
termini  of  such  roads  is  without  the  township,  shall  be  laid  out, 
widened,  changed,  or  vacated  only  by  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions, 
as  heretofore,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  general  road  law  and 
the  amendments,  additions,  and  supplements  thereto.  But  no  such 
road  shall  be  opened,  changed,  widened,  altered,  or  vacated  unless  and 
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until  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  township  shall  have  passed  a 
resolution  consenting  and  approving  thereto,  and  shall  have  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  said  court,  a copy  of  such  resolution  duly  certified  by  the 
township  secretaiy.  All  damages  and  benefits  occasioned  by  such  lay- 
ing out  and  the  subsequent  opening  thereof,  or  by  any  such  wddening, 
changing,  or  vacation,  shall  be  assessed,  collected,  and  paid  in  the 
manner  provided  by  the  general  road  law  and  the  amendments,  ad- 
ditions, and  supplements  thereto;  Provided,  That  all  damages  pcca- 
sioned  by  such  laying  out,  and  the  opening  thereof,  or  by  the  widen- 
ing, changing,  or  vacating  of  all  roads  wdthin  townships  of  the  first 
class  shall  be  assessed,  collected,  and  paid  by  such  townships  of  the 
first  class. 

(c)  Dedicated  Boads,  Streets,  Lanes,  Alleys  and  Drainage  Facilities. 

Section  2020.  Plans  of  Dedicated  Roads  and  Streets.  No  person 
shall  construct,  open,  or  dedicate  any  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley,  or 
any  drainage  facilities  in  connection  therewith,  for  public  use  or  travel 
in  any  township,  without  first  submitting  plans  thereof  to  the  town- 
ship commissionei’s  for  their  approval.  Such  plans  shall  be  prepared 
in  duplicate  in  accordance  with  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  commissioners  and  shall  show  the  profiles  of  such 
roads,  streets,  lanes,  or  alleys,  the  course,  structure,  and  capacity  of 
any  drainage  facilities,  and  the  method  of  drainage  of  the  adjacent 
or  contiguous  territory,  and  also  any  other  or  further  details  that  may 
he  required  under  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  township 
commissioners.  Before  acting  upon  any  such  plans,  the  commissioners 
may,  in  their  discretion,  arrange  for  a public  hearing,  after  giving 
such  notice  as  they  may  deem  desirable  in  each  case.  The  township 
commissioners  are  authorized  to  alter  such  plans,  or  order  the  same 
to  be  altered,  and  to  specify  any  changes  or  modifications  of  any  kind 
which  they,  in  their  discretion,  may  deem  necessary  with  respect 
thereto,  and  may  make  their  approval  of  such  plans  subject  to  any  such 
alterations,  changes  or  modifications,  but  no  plans  shall  be  approved 
until  there  is  a solicitor’s  report  as  to  municipal  liens.  Any  plans 
when  so  approved  shall  he  signed,  in  duplicate,  on  behalf  of  the  town- 
ship by  such  officer  as  the  commissioners  may  designate,  and  an  ap- 
proved duplicate  copy  shall  he  filed  in  the  township  engineer’s  office 
or  other  proper  office,  where  the  same  shall  be  available  to  public  in- 
spection. No  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley,  or  any  drainage  facilities  in 
connection  therewith,  shall  be  opened,  constructed,  or  dedicated  for 
public  use  or  travel,  except  in  strict  accordance  with  plans  so  approved 
by  the  commissionei-s,  or  with  further  plans  subsequently  approved 
by  them  in  the  same  manner,  nor  until  such  plan,  and  the  approval 
thereof,  has  been  recorded  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Section  2021.  Appeals  Where  Commissioners  Refuse  Approval. 
In  any  case  where  the  township  commissioners  shall  refuse  to  approve 
any  plans  submitted  to  them  in  accordance  with  this  act,  any  pereon 
aggrieved  by  the  action  of  the  commissioners  may,  within  thirty  days 
after  such  action,  appeal  therefrom  by  petition  to  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  county,  Avhich  court  shall  hear  the  matter  de  novo,  and, 
after  hearing,  may  enter  a decree  affirming,  reversing,  or  modifying 
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the  action  of  the  commissioners  as  may  appear  just  in  the  premises. 
The  court  shall  designate  the  manner  in  which  notices  of  the  hearing 
of  any  such  appeal  shall  he  given  to  all  parties  interested.  The  de- 
cision of  tlie  court  shall  be  final. 

The  action  of  the  township  commissioners,  or  of  the  court  on  ap- 
])eal,  in  approving  any  such  |)lans,  and  an  approved  duplicate  copy  of 
such  plans  shall  be  recorded  by  the  person  applying  for  such  approval  in 
the  office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  the  county. 

Section  2022.  No  Responsibility  on  Township  Where  Plans  Not 
Approved.  If  any  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley,  or  any  drainage  facilities 
in  connection  therewith,  shall  be  opened,  constructed,  or  dedicated  for 
public  use  or  travel,  except  in  strict  accordance  with  plans  approved, 
as  provided  in  this  subdivision,  neither  the  township  commissioners 
nor  any  public  authorities  shall  place,  construct,  or  operate  any  sewer, 
drain,  water  pipe,  or  other  facilities,  or  do  any  work  of  any  kind,  in 
or  upon  such  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley;  and  neither  the  township 
commissioners,  nor  any  other  piiblie  authorities,  shall  have  any  re- 
sponsibility of  any  kind  with  respect  to  any  such  road,  street,  lane, 
alley,  or  drainage  facilities,  notwithstanding  any  use  of  the  same  by 
the  public,  unless  such  road,  street,  lane,  alley,  or  drainage  facilities 
are  accepted  by  ordinance : Provided,  however.  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  prevent  the  laying  of  trunk  sewers,  drains,  water  or 
gas  mains,  if  requii’ed  by  engineering  necessity  for  the  accommodation 
of  other  territory. 

Section  2023.  Entry  of  Lands.  The  township  commissioners  and 
their  representatives  and  workmen  may  enter  upon  any  land  and  prop- 
erty, and  maintain  marks  and  monuments,  so  far  as  the  commissioners 
deem  necessary  in  carrying  out  their  powers  and  duties  of  this  sub- 
division. 

Section  2024.  Penalty.  Any  irersou.  copartnership,  or  corpora- 
tion who  or  Avhich  shall  construct,  open,  or  dedicate  any  road,  street, 
lane,  or  alley,  or  any  drainage  facilities  in  connection  therewith,  for 
public  use  or  travel  in  any  towmship,  without  having  first  complied 
with  the  provisions  of  this  sidxlivision,  and  of  any  ordinances  or  reso- 
lutions of  the  township  authorities  adopted  pursuant  hereto,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  such  person 
or  the  members  of  such  copartnership  or  the  officers  of  such  corpora- 
tion responsible  for  such  violation,  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  im- 
prisonment not  exceeding  tw'o  years  or  pay  a fine  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  or  both,  in  the  di.scretion  of  the  court. 

Section  2025.  Powers  of  State  and  Counties  Preserved.  Nothing 
contained  in  this  subdivision  shall  be  held  to  restrict  or  limit  the  State 
Department  of  Highways,  or  any  county,  in  the  exercise  of  any  of  its 
duties,  powers,  and  functions  under  the  provisions  of  any  act  of  As- 
sembly now  in  force  or  hereafter  to  be  enacted. 

(rl)  EflocaHo)!,  Alferafion  (nul  Vacation  of  Ronds  in  or  Near  State 

Parks 

Section  2030.  Agreements  to  Relocate,  Alter  and  Vacate  Roads. 


Whenever  a public  road  or  highway  witliin  a park  or  public  ground, 
title  to  which  park  or  public  grounds  is  vested  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, is  laid  out,  located,  relocated,  altered,  or  vacated,  in  such 
manner  that  a public  road  or  highway,  approaching,  leading  into,  or 
contiguous  to  such  park  or  public  grounds,  shall  become  either  useless, 
inconvenient,  or  burdensome,  such  public  road  or  highway,  approach- 
ing, leading  into,  or  contiguous  to  such  park  or  public  grounds,  may 
be  altered,  relocated,  or  vacated,  by  the  township  commissioners, 
charged  with  the  duty  of  maintaining  such  roads  or  highways,  in  ^vhole 
or  in  part  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  convenient  and  suitable  as  an 
approach  to  the  roads  and  highw'ays  wdthin  said  park  or  public  grounds, 
upon  the  consent  and  agreement  of;  (a)  the  commissioners  or  officials 
charged  with  the  care  and  management  of  said  park  or  public  grounds; 
(b)  the  township  commissioners  charged  wdth  the  duty  of  maintaining 
said  roads  or  higliAvays,  approaching,  leading  into,  or  contiguous  to 
said  park  or  public  grounds;  and  (c)  the  property  owners  owming  the 
majority  of  the  frontage  of  land  abutting  iT]mn  the  relocated  portion 
of  the  roads  or  highway  approaching,  leading  into,  or  contiguous  to 
said  park  or  public  grounds. 

Section  2031.  Agreement  to  be  Filed  in  Court.  Effect  of  Filing. 
The  filing  of  the  conscnit  and  agreement  of  commissioners  or  officials 
charged  with  the  care  and  management  of  such  park  or  public  grounds, 
the  township  commissioners  charged  with  the  maintenanee  of  said  roads 
and  highways,  and  of  the  property  owniers,  provided  tor  in  the  pre- 
ceding section,  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  or  counties 
in  which  the  altered,  relocated,  or  vacated  road  or  highway  is  situate, 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  the  filing  and  the  approval  and 
absolute  confirmation  by  the  court  oi!  quarter  sessions  of  a repoi-t  of 
viewers  appointed  in  accordance  wnth  tlie  general  road  law',  and  shall 
have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  though  said  view'ers  had  laid  out. 
located,  relocated,  altered,  or  vacated  such  road  or  highwniy  in  accord- 
ance wdth  the  agreement  filed  as  aforesaid,  and  the  report  of  said  view'- 
ers  had  been  filed,  approved  and  absolutely  confirmed  by  the  court. 

The  filing  of  said  agreement  in  the  court  of  (luarter  sessions  shall 
be  conclusive  as  to  the  question  of  the  necessity  for  the  laying  out, 
location,  relocation,  alteration,  or  vacation  of  said  roads  or  liiginvays. 
as  contained  in  the  said  agreement,  and  that  tlie  ])ortion  or  portions  of 
said  road  or  highway  abandoned  or  vacated  wei-e  useless,  inco}ivenient. 
and  burdensome. 

Section  2032.  Altered  and  Relocated  Roads  Declared  Township 

Roads.  Such  road  or  highway,  wdien  altered  or  relocated,  shall  be 
maintained  and  repaired  in  the  same  manner  as  other  township  roads 
are  maintained  and  repaired. 

Section  2033.  Assessment  of  Damages.  The  owner  of  any  land 
through  which  any  public  road  or  higlnvay  may  be  so  relocated,  may 
apply  by  petition  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county, 
setting  forth  the  injury  w'hich  he  or  she  may  have  sustained  by  reason 
of  the  relocation  of  the  said  piiblie  road  or  highway,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  the  assessment  and  payment  of  damages  of  said 
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land  owner  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  for 
proceedings  for  the  assessment  of  damages  and  benefits. 

(e)  Elimination  of  Curves 

Section  2035.  Any  township  may  acquire,  by  purchase  or  by  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  such  ju'operty  and  lands  situate  along  or 
adjacent  to  any  township  highway,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
missioners of  such  township  may  be  necessary  to  eliminate  dangerous 
curves. 

Upon  any  such  purchase  or  condemnation  the  township  commis- 
sioners may,  from  time  to  time,  abate  or  remove,  or  cause  to  be  abated 
or  removed,  any  such  dangerous  curve  or  curves,  to  the  extent  of  the 
property  and  land  so  acquired. 

The  proceedings  tor  the  condemnation  of  such  property  and  lands 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  and  for  the  assessment  of  damages 
for  property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall  be  taken  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  this  act  tor  the  condemnation  of  land  by 
townships. 

(f)  Acquisition  of  Unohstructed  Views  at  Curves  and  Intersections. 

Section  2040.  Any  townshifj  may  acquire,  by  purchase  or  by 
the  right  of  eminent  domain,  a free  and  unobstructed  view  down  and 
across  such  lands  located  at  or  near  the  intersection  of  any  two  high- 
ways, or  a highway  and  a railroad  or  railway,  or  at  any  curve  in  any 
highway,  as  may  be  necessary  to  as.sure  a free  and  unobstructed  view 
in  all  directions  at  such  crossings,  and  to  so  prevent  the  use  of  such 
lands  for  any  purpose  or  in  any  manner  which  may  interfere  with  or 
obstruct  the  vision  of  any  person  or  persons  traveling  upon  any  such 
highway. 

Upon  any  such  condemnation  the  township  commissioners,  having 
had  such  view  condemned,  may,  from  time  to  time,  abate  or  remove 
or  cause  to  be  abated  or  removed,  any  obstruction  to  such  vicAV  ovei- 
and  across  such  lands. 

The  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  such  vicAv  over  and 
across  such  lands  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  for  the  assess- 
ment of  damages  for  property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall  be 
taken  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in  this  act  for  the  condem- 
nation of  land  by  toAvnships. 

Upon  the  condemnation  of  a view  over  and  across  any  such  lands 
the  OAvner  of  such  lands  may  make  every  such  use  thereof  as  will  not 
interfere  Avith  a free  and  unobstructed  vieAv  at  such  dangerous  crossing 
or  curve,  and,  unless  specially  provided  for  in  such  condemnation  pro- 
ceedings, such  condemnation  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  the 
OAvner  thereof  from  using  such  land  for  pasture  or  the  growing  of 
grass,  oats,  wheat,  or  other  crops  which  Avill  not  obstruct  the  vision 
more  than  Avheat. 

(g)  Changing  or  Altering  Roads  hy  Agreement  loith  Property  Owners. 

Section  2045.  Whenever  the  commissioners  of  any  township  deem 
it  advisable  to  comstruet,  cliange,  or  alter  any  part  of  any  public  road 
under  their  supervision,  and  can  agree  with  the  property  OAvners 
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affected  by  such  change  as  to  damages,  they  may,  vipon  paymeut  of 
damages  agreed  upon,  change  or  alter  such  part  of  such  public  road 
as  contemplated  in  such  agreement  without  the  formality  of  a view. 

No  such  change  or  alteration  of  any  part  of  any  public  road  shall 
be  made,  the  costs  and  expenses  of  which,  to  such  township,  including 
damages,  shall  exceed  three  hundred  dollars.  A petition  setting  forth 
the  facts,  accompanied  by  a map  or  draft  of  such  proposed  change, 
shall  be  presented  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  for  approval  before 
such  actual  change  is  made ; whereupon  the  new  location,  approved  by 
the  court,  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  public  road  and  the  old  location 
shall  be  vacated. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  a 
township  from  paying  for  curbs,  gutters,  sidewalks  and  retaining 
walls  necessitated  by  such  construction,  change,  alteration  or  widening 
in  cases  where  the  land  necessary  therefor  is  dedicated  to  the  to^vn- 
ship  for  public  use. 

(h)  Grading,  Draining,  Curbing,  Paving,  Macadamizing  Roads  or 
Streets  on  Petition  and  Assessment  of  Benefits  by  Vieivers 

Section  2050.  proceedings  on  Petition.  Upon  the  petition  of  a 
majority  of  property  owners  in  interest  or  number,  abutting  on  the 
line  of  any  proposed  improvement,  to  be  verified  by  the  affidavit  of  at 
least  one  of  the  petitioners,  a majority  in  interest  of  owners  of  undi- 
vided interests  in  any  piece  of  property  to  be  treated  as  one  person, 
a township  may  grade,  curb,  pave,  or  macadamize,  or  otherwise  improve 
any  road,  street  or  alley,  or  part  thereof,  or  which  may  be,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  boundaries  thereof,  and  provide  for  the  necessary  drainage 
thereof ; and  may  also  provide  for  the  improvement  of  any  street,  road, 
lane,  or  alley,  and  any  sections  or  parts  tliereof,  in  length,  in  the  space 
between  the  curb,  gutter,  or  actual  carriage-way  line  and  the  property 
line,  either  by  an  original  w’ork  or  improvement  thereon,  or  by  a change, 
repair,  renewal,  or  alteration  in  the  said  highway,  curb,  parking- 
spaces,  or  shade  trees,  or  by  changing,  altering,  renewing,  replanting, 
pruning,  or  otherwise  improving  the  same,  in  any  or  all  of  said  par- 
ticulars. The  majority  in  interest  or  number  required  for  such  pe- 
titions shall  be  fixed  as  of  the  date  of  such  petition. 

Section  2051.  Grading  Restrictions.  In  grading  a road,  street, 
lane  or  alley,  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  raise  the  highway  above  the 
ordinary  grade  when  a drain  or  culvert  is  constructed  under  such 
highway,  or  where  a highway  is  constructed  over  such  drain  or  culvert. 

Section  2052.  Notice.  After  the  passage  of  any  ordinance  for 
the  grading,  curbing,  paving,  or  macadamizing,  or  otherwise  improving 
any  street  or  alley,  notice  shall  be  given,  within  ten  days  thereafter, 
by  handbills  posted  in  conspicuous  places  along  the  line  of  the  pro- 
posed improvement. 

Section  2053.  Contents  of  Notice.  The  notice  shall  state  the  fact 
and  the  date  of  the  passage  of  such  ordinance,  that  the  petition  for 
the  improvement  was  signed  by  a majority  in  interest  and  niamber  of 
owners  of  property  abutting  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  improvement, 
and  that  any  person  interested,  denying  the  fact  that  said  petition  was 
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so  signed,  may  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county, 
within  thirty  days  from  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Section  2054.  Appeals  from  Ordinance.  Any  person  interested 
may,  within  thirty  days  from  the  passage  of  such  ordinance,  present 
a petition  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  setting  forth 
the  facts ; whereupon  the  court  shall  determine  whether  such  improve- 
ment was  petitioned  for  by  the  requisite  majority.  If  the  court  shall 
find  that  it  was  not  so  petitioned  for,  it  shall  quash  the  ordinance ; but 
if  it  shall  find  that  it  was  so  petitioned  for,  it  shall  approve  the  same. 
If  no  appeal  shall  be  taken,  or  if  the  court,  on  appeal,  shall  approve 
the  ordinance,  the  township  may  proceed  with  the  improvement,  and 
thereafter  all  parties  shall  be  estopped  from  denying  the  fact  that 
such  petition  was  properly  signed. 

Section  2055.  Assessment  of  Damages  and  Benefits  by  Viewers. 
On  petition,  viewers  shall  be  appointed,  as  provided  in  this  act,  who 
shall  assess  the  damages,  costs,  and  expenses  of  such  grading,  curbing, 
paving,  or  macadamizing,  or  parking,  shade  tree  planting,  or  changing 
or  altering,  renewing,  replanting,  pruning,  or  improving,  including 
the  expenses  for  necessary  drainage,  upon  the  property  benefited,  ac- 
cording to  benefits,  if  sufficient  can  be  found ; but,  if  not,  the  deficiency, 
when  ascertained,  shall  be  paid  by  the  township.  The  proceedings  of 
the  viewers  and  the  proceedings  on  their  report  shall  be  as  provided 
in  this  act  for  such  proceedings. 

Section  2056.  Assessments  to  Bear  Interest.  Collection.  All 
such  assessments  for  benefits  if  not  paid  within  thirty  days  shall  bear 
interest  as  provided  by  this  act  in  such  cases;  and  if  any  such  assess- 
ment remains  unpaid  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  solicitor  to 
collect  the  same  with  interest,  by  action  of  assumpsit,  or  by  a lien 
to  be  filed  and  collected  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  filing 
and  collection  of  municipal  claims.  When  an  owner  has  two  or  more 
lots  against  which  there  is  an  assessment  for  the  same  improvement, 
all  of  such  lots  may  be  embraced  in  one  claim. 

(i)  Grading,  Draining,  Curbing,  Paving  or  Macadamizing  Streets  and 
Collection  of  Cost  by  Foot  Front  Bide 

Section  2060.  Proceedings  With  or  Without  Petition.  Town- 
ships, with  petition  or  without  petition,  may  grade,  curb,  gutter,  pave, 
macadamize,  or  otherwise  improve,  roads,  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  or 
parts  thereof,  or  a particular  width  or  additional  widths  thereof,  with 
or  without  the  assistance  or  contribution  of  the  State,  county,  or  a 
corporation  occupying  the  thoroughfare,  and  may  assess  and  collect 
the  whole  cost  thereof,  or  the  whole  cost  not  thus  aided  or  contributed, 
or  any  part  thereof,  from  the  owners  of  real  estate  abutting  on  the 
improvement,  by  an  equal  assessment  on  the  foot-front,  including  the 
expense  of  the  necessary  drainage.  Such  power  may  be  exercised  as  to 
any  township  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley  or  any  State  or  State-aid  high- 
way or  county  road  or  highway.  The  board  of  commissioners  may 
make  equitable  adjustments  for  corner  lots,  or  lots  of  irregular  shape, 
where  an  assessment  for  full  frontage  would  be  unjust.  Property  not 
otherwise  assessable  shall  become  assessable  by  the  petition  of  the 
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owner  or  the  owner’s  representative.  In  all  cases  where  the  whole 
width  of  the  highway  is  being  paved,  without  State  or  county  aid, 
and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  total  cost  is  proposed  to  be  assessed 
on  abutters,  the  township  shall,  for  this  purpose,  be  considered  as 
owner  of  non-assessahle  property,  of  street  and  alley  intersections,  and 
of  the  deducted  frontage  on  equitable  adjustments.  On  petition  of 
owners  representing  two-thirds  of  the  number  of  feet  of  assessable 
properties  abutting  on  the  proposed  improvement,  the  total  cost  of  the 
improvement,  or  a lesser  amount  if  the  township  desires,  may^  he  as- 
sessed on  the  assessable  properties  abutting,  without  any  deduction  for 
non-assessable  property,  or  street  and  alley  intersections,  or  for  the 
equitable  adjustments  aforesaid ; Provided,  That  the  petition  states 
that  the  total  cost  may  be  assessed  on  the  abutters. 

Section  2061.  Grading  Restrictions.  In  grading  a road,  street, 
lane  or  alley,  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  raise  the  highway  above  the_  or- 
dinary grade  when  a drain  or  culvert  is  constructed  under  such  high- 
way, or  where  a highway  is  constructed  over  such  drain  or  culvert. 

Section  2062.  Notices  of  Assessments.  The  secretary  of  the 
township  shall  cause  thirty  days’  notice  of  the  assessment  to  be  given 
to  each  party  assessed,  either  by  service  on  the  owner  or  his  agent,  or 
left  on  the  assessed  premises. 

Section  2063.  Collection  of  Assessments.  If  any  assessment  shall 
remain  unpaid  at  the  expiration  of  the  notice,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  township  solicitor  to  collect  the  same,  with  interest  from  the  time 
of  completion  of  the  improvement,  by  action  of  assumpsit,  or  by  a lien 
to  be  filed  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  municipal  claims.  When 
an  owner  has  two  or  more  lots,  against  which  there  is  an  assessment  for 
the  same  improvement,  all  of  such  lots  shall  be  embraced  in  one  claim. 

(j)  Road  Material,  Bitches,  Brains  and  Watercourses 

Section  2065.  Power  to  Enter  Lands.  AVhen  road  material  can- 
not be  conveniently  obtained  by  contract  at  reasonable  prices,  the  com- 
missioners of  townships  may  enter  upon  any  land  or  enclosure  within 
their  township,  lying  near  the  road,  and  dig,  gather,  and  carry  upon 
the  road  any  stones,  sand,  or  gravel  which  they  think  necessary  to 
make,  maintain,  or  repair  the  road.  In  exercising  such  right  they  shall 
do  no  unnecessary  damage  to  the  owners  of  the  land,  and  shall  repair 
any  breaches  of  fences  which  they  make. 

Section  2066.  Viewers  to  Fix  Damages.  Whenever  the  com- 
missoners  and  the  owners  of  any  such  materials  cannot  agree  upon  the 
price  to  be  paid  therefor,  the  value  of  such  materials  shall  be  assessed  by 
viewers  to  be  appointed  and  to  make  report  as  provided  in  this  act 
in  the  case  of  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

Section  2067.  Ditches,  Drains  and  Watercourses.  Approval  of 
Plans.  No  person  shall  stop,  fill  up,  confine,  pave  or  otherwise  inter- 
fere with  any  drain,  ditch,  watercourse,  or  drainage  facilities,  in  a 
township  without  first  submitting  suitable  plans  thereof  to  the  town- 
ship commissioners  for  their  approval.  Such  plans  shall  be  prepared 
in  accordance  with  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  pre- 
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scribed  by  tbe  commissioners,  and  shall  show  the  exact  nature  of  the 
work  to  be  performed.  Before  acting  upon  any  such  plan,  the  commis- 
sioners may,  in  their  discretion,  arrange  for  a public  hearing,  after 
giving  such  notice  as  they  may  deem  desirable  in  each  case.  The  com- 
missioners are  authorized  to  alter  such  plans,  and  to  specify  any 
changes  or  modifications  of  any  kind  which  they,  in  their  discretion, 
may  deem  necessary  with  respect  thereto,  and  may  make  their  ap- 
proval of  such  plans,  subject  to  any  alterations,  changes  or  modifica- 
tions. Any  plans,  when  so  approved,  shall  be  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
township  by  such  officer  as  the  commissioners  may  designate,  and  shall 
be  filed  in  the  township  offices  where  the  same  shall  be  available  for 
public  inspection.  No  drain,  ditch,  watercourse,  or  drainage  facilities, 
shall  be  constructed,  altered,  stopped,  filled  up,  confined,  paved,  or 
otherwise  interfered  with,  except  in  strict  accordance  with  plans  so 
approved  by  the  commissioners,  or  with  further  plans  subsequently 
approved  hy  them  in  the  same  manner.  No  township  shall  have  any 
responsibility  wdth  respect  to  conditions  arising  as  a result  of  the  fail- 
ure on  the  part  of  any  person  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this 
act. 

The  township  commissioners  may  enter  upon  any  lands  or  en- 
closures and  cut,  open,  maintain,  and  repair  such  drains  or  ditches 
through  the  same  as,  in  their  judgment,  are  necessary  to  carry  the  water 
from  the  roads,  streets,  lanes,  or  alleys. 

If  any  person  sliall  stop,  fill  up,  or  confine,  pave,  or  otherwise  inter- 
fere with  any  such  drain  or  ditch,  watei’course,  or  drainage  facilities, 
or  shall  divert  or  change  the  course  thereof  without  the  approval  of  the 
commissioners  as  herein  provided,  such  person  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a 
fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  suffer  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  two  years,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  be  held  to  restrict  or  limit 
the  State  Department  of  Highways  or  any  county  in  the  exercise  of 
any  of  its  powers  and  duties  under  the  provisions  of  any  law  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

(k)  Trees  and  Blirnhhery  Within  Limits  of  nightvays 

Section  2070.  Saving  Trees  and  Shrubbery.  Where  any  highway 
passes  through  or  along  forested  lands,  wdld  lands,  or  uncultivated 
lands,  no  trees  growing  within  the  limits  of  such  highway  at  a distance 
beyond  fifteen  feet  on  either  side  of  the  center  line  thereof,  and  which 
measure  four  inches  or  over  in  diameter  at  a point  two  feet  from  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  shall  be  cut  down  or  destroyed  by  the  commis- 
sioners or  persons  employed  by  them  or  any  other  person,  without  first 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  abutting  owners. 

Wlienever  any  highway,  running  through  improved  or  cultivated 
lands,  has  been  opened,  and  there  are  growing,  along  the  roadsides 
and  within  the  road  limits,  shrubs  or  trees  not  interfering  with  public 
travel,  no  commissioners  or  other  persons  in  their  employ,  shall  remove, 
cut,  injure,  or  destroy,  or  in  any  other  manner  interfere  with  such 
shrubs  or  trees.  If  such  removal  or  cutting  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  highway  at  its  highest  efficiency  the 
commissioners  or  other  persons  in  their  employ,  may  so  cut  or  remove 
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such  shrubs  or  trees,  after  notifying  the  abutting  property  owners  and 
entering  into  an  agreement  with  them  relating  to  the  removal,  cutting 
or  interference  with  said  shi-nbs  or  trees. 

Section  2071.  Court  Orders  for  Removals.  Tn  either  of  the  cases 
set  forth  in  the  ju’eceding  section,  if  the  consent  or  agreement  nf  the 
abutting  pro])erty  owners  cannot  b('  obtained,  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners may  appeal  to  a judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  The 
judge  shall"  incpiire  into  the  facts  of  the  ease,  and  after  hearing  all 
])arties  in  interest,  shall  make  such  order  as  seems  just,  having  due 
regard  for  the  demand  for  road  improvement  as  well  as  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  trees  or  shmbs.  From  such  order  there  shall  be  no 
appeal. 

Section  2072.  Logs  and  Cordwood  Property  of  Owner.  All  logs, 
cordwood,  branch  Avood,  or  other  forms  of  wood  which  shall  be  deriA'ed 
from  the  destruction  or  removal  of  any  trees  growing  along  the  high- 
Avays,  shall  be  surrendered  to  and  remain  the  property  of  the  abutting 
OAvners. 

Section  2073.  Brush  and  Refuse.  The  commissioners  may  clear 
out  brush  and  other  refuse  from  along  the  sides  of  the  road  to  the  legal 
Avidth  thei-eof.  All  such  clearing  and  remoA^al  of  brush  and  refuse  shall 
be  confined  to  groAvth  that  is  Avithin  the  limits  hereinabove  described, 
and  to  the  removal  of  branches  that  in  any  Avay  interfere  with  public 
traA^el.  No  other  injiiry,  by  fire,  cutting,  abrasion,  or  otherAvise,  shall 
be  done  to  the  standing  timber. 

Section  2074.  Penalty.  If  any  commissioner,  or  person  in  their 
employ,  or  any  other  person,  shall  cut  doAvn,  kill,  or  injure  any  Ihung 
tree,  groAving  as  aforesaid,  and  of  a size  four  inches  in  diameter  or 
greater  at  a point  tAvo  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  ground,  or  shall 
violate  any  other  provisions  of  the  preceding  sections  of  this  subdi- 
vision, he  shall,  upon  conAuction  thereof  in  a summary  proceeding,  be 
subject  to  a penalty  of  not  more  than  five  dollars  for  every  tree  so  cut, 
injured,  or  destroyed,  Avith  costs  of  suit.  Such  penalty  shall  be  paid 
to  the  tOAAmship  treasurer.  If  any  defendant,  upon  eoiiAuction  for  any 
offense,  fails  or  refuses  to  pay  the  fine  and  costs  imposed,  or  does  not 
give  bond  with  approved  surety  to  pay  the  same  Avithin  ten  days,  he 
shall  be  committed  to  the  county  jail  for  not  more  than  thirty  days  or 
until  he  has  paid  the  fine  and  costs  in  full. 

Section  2075.  Removal  of  Obstruction.  Nothing  in  this  subdi- 
vision of  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  preA^ent  the  commissioners, 
or  other  persons  in  their  employ,  from  removing  such  roadside  trees 
Avhieh  may  be  throAvn  doAvn  by  the  Avind  or  lodged  in  such  position  as 
to  be  a menace  to  public  traA^el,  or  Avhich  by  reason  of  any  other  cause 
become  a source  of  danger  to  the  public.  Every  such  act  of  removal 
shall  be  made  Avith  due  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  so  as 
to  preserve  the  true  intent  and  iiurpase  of  this  subdivision. 

(1)  Protection  of  Highxvayx  froo)  Siwi(xlrift<i 

Section  2078.  Whenever  any  roads,  streets  or  liiglnvays,  in  toAvn- 
ships,  are  so  located  as  to  render  them  liable,  on  account  of  high  Avind 
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(luriug’  tlie  winter  season,  to  be  so  filled  with  snow  as  to  make  them  im- 
l)assable,  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners,  such  drifts  of 
snow  can  be  avoided  liy  the  removal  of  any  fence  erected  along  either 
side  of  .sucii  road,  street  or  higlnvay  and  replacing  the  same  by  a fence 
eonsti'ueleil  of  i»osts,  wire  and  boards,  or  rail,  combined,  such  commis- 
sionei-s  may  agree  witli  the  owners  of  such  fences  upon  a plan  for  the 
erection  of  a fence  constructed  of  posts,  wire,  and  board,  or  rail,  eom- 
liined,  'I’lie  townsliip  may  pay  the  owners  of  such  fences  a siim  not  to 
exceed  the  tii-st  cost  of  the  wire  used  in  the  construction  of  such  fences. 
The  wire  used  in  tlie  construction  of  such  fences  shall  be  without  barbs. 
This  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  stone  wall,  hedge,  or  ornamental 
fence. 

Any  township  which  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  any  public 
road  or  highway,  shall  have  authority  to  enter  upon  private  property 
adjacent  to  such  public  road  or  highway,  and  place  thereon  a snow 
fence,  at  any  point  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  to  within  a limit  of 
one  hundred  (100)  feet  from  the  right-of-way  line  of  such  public  road 
or  highway,  in  order  to  eliminate  snow  drifting  on  the  traveled  portion 
of  the  public  road  or  highway. 

No  such  snow  fence  authorized  shall  be  placed  prior  to  November 
first,  nor  sliall  the  same  remain  in  place  after  April  first  of  the  succeed- 
ing year,  unless  tlie  written  consent  of  the  owner  of  the  adjacent  prop- 
ei-ty  is  obtained  agreeing  to  an  extension  of  time  for  the  removal  of 
said  snow  fence. 

If  the  towjishi])  shall  not  be  able  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the 
OAviier  of  adjacent  property  occupied  by  such  snow  fence  as  to  the 
amouid  of  damages  sustained  as  a result  of  said  fence  being  placed 
and  rmiioved.  the  owiier  may  petition  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the 
county  for  the  appointment  of  AUCAvers  to  ascertain  the  amount  of 
damage  incurred  in  such  case,  iu  the  manner  provided  in  this  act  for 
eminent  domain  proce-edings.  Such  damages,  if  any,  when  ascertained, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  township.  Any  funds  available  for  the  construction 
and  maintenance  of  public  roads  or  higliAA^ays  shall  be  available  for 
the  paymcjit  of  such  damages. 

(m.)  Guidepo^fs  and  Index  Boards 

Section  2080.  Duty  to  Erect.  The  commissioners  of  townships 
shall  erect  posts  at  the  intersection  of  all  public  roads,  and  at  one  of 
the  angles  Avhere  any  public  road  crosses  another  public  road,  and 
shall  firmly  fix  thereon  boards  or  metal  signs,  with  index  hands  point- 
ing to  the  direction  of  such  roads,  providing  that  if  a tree,  trolley  pole, 
telephone  pole,  telegraph  pole  or  building  is  so  erected  that  it  can  be 
used  in  place  of  a post,  and  permission  has  been  secured  from  the 
owner  thereof,  such  tree,  pole,  or  building  may  be  used  in  place  of  a 
post.  On  such  boards  and  signs  shall  be  inscribed,  in  large  and  legible 
characlei's,  the  name  of  the  tOAvn,  village,  or  place  to  which  such  roads 
lead,  and  the  distance  thereto  computed  in  miles:  Provided,  That 
AA'here  any  public  highway  intersects  or  crosses  a State  highway,  ap- 
jdication  for  a permit  shall  be  made  by  the  commissioners  to  the  State 
Department  of  Highways  for  the  erecting  of  such  signs. 

Section  2081.  Penalty  for  Destroying.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for 
any  person  to  Avil fully  destroy,  remove,  injure,  or  deface  any  guide 
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post  or  sign  or  index  board  erected  upon  or  near  any  public  street, 
road,  or  bridge  by  the  authorities  of  any  township,  or  erected,  with  the 
consent  of  the  authorities  having  jurisdiction  over  siich  street,  road, 
or  bridge,  by  any  club,  association,  or  other  organized  body  tor  the 
direction,  guidance  or  safety  of  travelers.  Any  person  violating  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  upon  conviction,  in  a suniinary 
proceeding,  be  sentenced  to  pay  a tine  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars  and 
not  more  than  twenty-five  dollars,  with  all  costs  of  prosecution,  to- 
gether with  the  value  of  such  sign  so  destroyeil,  removed,  or  defaced. 
Fines  and  moneys  so  collected  shall  be  paid  to  the  township  treasurer. 
In  default  of  payment  of  said  fine,  costs,  and  expenses,  he  shall  undergo 
an  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  not  less  than  five  nor  Jiiore 
than  sixty  days. 

(n)  Highways  Crossing  Railroads.  Special  Uses  of  Highways 

Section  2083.  Railroad  Crossings.  Every  township  constructing 
a highway  across  a railroad  shall  construct  the  same  above  or  below 
the  grade  thereof,  unless  permitted  by  the  Public  Service  Commission 
to  construct  the  same  at  grade. 

Any  such  crossing  of  a railroad  by  a highway,  or  any  vacation  of 
any  highway  crossing  a railroad,  shall  be  constructed  only  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Public  Service 
Commission.  The  compensation  for  damages  to  the  owners  of  adjacent 
property,  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall  be  ascertained,  fixed,  and 
paid  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

Section  2084.  Highway  Permits.  No  railroad  or  street  railway 
shall  hereafter  be  constructed  upon  any  township  highwaj',  nor  shall 
any  railroad  or  street  railway  crossings,  nor  any  gas  pipe,  water  pipe, 
electric  conduits,  or  other  piping  be  laid  upon  or  in,  nor  shall  any 
telephone,  telegraph  or  electric  light  or  power  poles  or  any  coal  tipples, 
or  any  other  obstructions,  be  erected  upon  or  in,  any  portion  of  a town- 
ship highway,  except  under  such  conditions,  restrictions  and  regulations, 
and  subject  to  the  payment  of  such  fees  for  permits  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed and  required  by  the  board  of  township  commissioners,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  reasonable  cost  of  issuing  the  permit  and  expense  of  in- 
specting the  work  authorized  by  such  permit  upon  completion  thereof. 
All  fees  so  collected  for  permits  shall  be  paid  into  the  township  treasui’y. 

(o)  County-aid  in  the  Iniprovement  of  Township  Roads 

Section  2086.  Whenever  the  owners  of  the  majority  of  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  real  property  within  any  township  desire  any 
principal  road  or  highway  Avithin  the  townshij)  to  be  improved  and 
maintained  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  county  and  toAvnship,  they 
may  petition  the  commissioners  of  the  township  for  said  improvement 
and  require  them  to  make  application  to  the  county  commissioners 
for  such  improvement  and  maintenance  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  existing  law. 

In  all  eases  where  the  township  commissioners  refuse  to  act  upon, 
or  unduly  delay  action  on,  any  petition  for  the  improvement  and  main- 
tenance of  any  road  or  highway,  any  citizen  taxjmyer  of  the  township 
or  county  may,  by  petition,  present  the  facts  of  the  matter  to  the  court 
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of  quarter  sessions,  requesting  the  court  to  order  sucli  action  thereon 
as  the  ease  may  require.  If  after  due  hearing  had  before  said  court 
it  sliall  appear  that  tlie  truth  of  the  matters  alleged  in  the  petition  are 
sustained,  the  court  shall  make  an  order  directing  the  township  com- 
missioners to  forthwith  act  ui)on  said  application  or  applications,  and 
that  the  said  a])i)lieation  or  petition  for  the  improvement  be  forthwith 
I'oi’warded  to  the  county  commissioners. 

ip)  renal  Provisions 

Section  2088.  If  any  person  working  upon  any  road  or  highway 
in  any  township,  or  if  any  one  in  company  with  such  pei’son,  shall 
ask  money  or  reward,  or  l)y  any  means  whatever  shall  extort  or  en- 
deavor to  extort  any  money,  intoxicating  drink,  or  other  thing,  from 
any  person  traveling  upon  or  near  such  road  or  highway,  the  person 
so  offending  shall  for  everj^  such  offense  forfeit  and  pay  a sum  not 
exceeding  five  dollars. 

If  any  township  commi.ssioner  shall  connive  with  any  person  so 
asking,  demanding,  or  contriA’ing  to  extort  money,  intoxicating  drink, 
or  any  other  thing  from  any  person  traveling  as  aforesaid,  such  com- 
missioner shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit  and  pay  a sum  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  dollai's. 

If  any  pereon  shall  stop  or  obstruct  any  public  road  or  highway 
ill  any  township,  or  shall  commit  any  nuisance  thereon  by  felling 
trees,  making  fences,  turning  the  road,  or  in  any  other  way,  and  shall 
not  on  notice  given  by  the  township  commissioners,  forthwith  remove 
the  obstruction  or  nuisance  and  repair  the  damages  done  to  such 
road,  such  per.soii  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  forfeit  and  pay  a sum 
not  more  than  twenty-five  dollars.  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  debar 
an  indictment  for  any  such  nuisance,  as  in  case  of  misdemeanor  at 
common  law. 

All  penalties  provided  tor  in  this  section  shall  be  recovered  by 
.summary  proceeding  for  the  use  of  the  township. 

(q)  Opening,  Marking,  Amending,  and  Repairing  Highways 
and  Bridges  by  Contracts  with  Taxpayers 

Section  2090.  Taxpayers’  Rights.  Any  one  or  more  taxpayers 
of  any  township  may  acquire  the  right  to  furnish  all  the  materials  and 
labor  necessary  for  opening,  making,  amending,  and  repairing  the 
imblic  highwaj's  and  bridges  of  such  tow'iiship,  in  the  manner  and 
under  the  conditions  set  forth  in  this  subdivision  of  this  act. 

Section  2091.  Petition  to  Court.  To  acquire  such  right  such  tax- 
liayers  shall,  before  the  beginning  of  the  township  fiscal  year,  present 
to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  a petition  setting  forth  that  he,  she, 
it  or  they,  ai’e  the  owners  of  property  assessed  and  taxed  for  road 
purposes  in  such  towuiship,  the  approximate  number  of  miles  of  public 
road  in  such  township,  and  the  ability  of  the  petitioner  or  petitioners 
to  lay  out,  open,  make,  amend,  and  repair  the  public  highways  and 
bridges  of  such  township  wholly  at  his,  her,  its,  or  their  own  expense, 
for  the  ensuing  township  fiscal  year,  and  to  pay  the  other  expenses 
of  such  township  as  hereinafter  provided,  without  any  right  again.st 
or  claim  upon  such  towmship  for  or  by  reason  of  the  materials,  labor, 
or  moneys  so  furnished. 
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Section  2092.  Bond  of  Petitioners.  The  petitioners  shall,  with 
Ihe  petition,  present  a bond  to  the  township,  in  a sum  equal  to  five 
hundred  dollars  for  each  mile  of  public  road  in  the  township,  with 
one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  court,  con- 
ditioned for  the  faithful  performance  by  said  petitioner  or  petitioners 
of  his,  her,  its,  or  their  duty,  and  to  save  the  township  harmless  from 
any  loss  or  claim  by  reason  of  failure  so  to  perform  said  duty. 

Section  2093.  Notice  to  Commissioners  and  Auditors.  Notice  of 
the  intention  of  pi'esenting-  the  ])etition  and  bond,  and  of  the  time 
wheii  said  petition  and  bond  will  be  presented  to  tlie  court,  shall  be 
given  to  the  commissioners  and  auditor  or  controller  of  the  tow)i- 
ship,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  same  are  presented. 

Section  2094.  Contracts.  Stipulations.  When  the  petition,  bond, 
and  proof  of  the  notice  required  in  the  ])reeeding  section, 
are  presented  to  the  court,  the  same,  shall  hi'  oi’dered  filed;  and  the 
court  being  satisfied  of  the  good  faith  of  the  petitioners  and  the  suf- 
ficiency of  the  petition,  bond,  and  notice,  shall  order  and  direct  the 
commissioners,  o)i  behalf  of  the  township,  to  enter  into  a contract 
with  the  petitioner  or  petitioners.  Tn  such  conti-act  the  petitioner  or 
j)etitioners  shall  hind  him,  her,  or  itself  or  themselves : 

First.  To  open,  make,  amend,  and  repair  the  public,  highways 
and  bridges  of  the  towmship  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  in  a lawful 
and  workmanlike  manner,  Avholly  at  the  expense  of  the  petitioner  or 
petitioners,  and  without  creating  thereby  any  claim  upon  or  right 
against  the  towmship  for  or  by  reason  of  the  materials,  labor,  or 
money  for  persons  employed. 

Second.  To  indemnify  and  save  harmless  the  township  from  all 
claim,  damage,  cost,  or  expense  of  whatever  kind,  for  or  by  reason 
of  any  act  or  omission  of  said  petitioner  or  petitioners  Avhereby  any 
claim,  suit,  or  other  demand  may  be  set  up  or  recovered  against  the 
township. 

Third.  To  pay,  within  sixty  days  from  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year  to  the  following  officers  of  such  township,  the  following  sums, 
to  be  received  by  said  officers  in  full  for  all  demands  agaijist  such 
township  for  their  respective  services  as  such  officers  of  the  township 
for  the  fiscal  years  for  which  the  said  contract  is  made,  which  shall 
he  in  lieu  of  the  compensation  otherwise  in  this  act  providetl  for  such 
officers:  namely — To  each  township  secretary,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars; 
to  the  auditor  or  controller  of  such  townshi]>,  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
dollars;  to  an  attorney,  to  he  elected  hy  such  commissioners  as  counsel 
for  the  township,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars ; to  each  commissioni'r,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Section  2095.  No  Road  Tax  to  be  Levied.  Tn  consideration  of  the 
obligations  set  out  in  the  preceding  section  to  be  a.ssumed  and  per- 
formed by  the  petitioner  or  petitioners,  the  commissioners,  on  behalf 
of  such  township,  shall  stipulate  that  the  township  will  not  assess, 
levy,  or  collect  any  tax  for  road  purposes  during  the  fiscal  year  for 
which  such  contract  is  made. 

Section  2096.  Inspection.  The  commissioners  shall  view  and  in- 
spect the  makiiig  and  repairing  of  the  roads  in  .such  townships,  at 
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least  once  dnriti"  every  month,  and  satisfy  themselves  that  the  peti- 
tioners liave  fidly  complied  with  their  contract,  before  final  settle- 
ment and  expiration  of  contract.  If,  at  any  time,  the  commissioners 
shall  see  that  any  portion  of  the  roads  need  repair,  they  shall  notify 
the  petitioners  to  rei>air  the  same.  In  ease  said  petitioners  fail  to 
repair  said  road  withiii  five  days  after  notice,  the  commissioners  are 
empowered  to  purchase  such  materials  and  employ  such  men  as  may 
he  necessary  to  repair  snch  road,  and  eharfje  the  same  to  the  petitioners. 

ARTICLE  XXI 

Bot'ndary  Roads  and  Highways 

(a)  Opening,  Tiepniring  and  Improving  on  Division  TAne  of 

Townships 

Section  2101.  Roads  or  hifi-hways  laid  out  on  a line  w'hieh  divides 
two  townships  shall  he  opened,  made,  kept  clear  and  in  repair,  at  the 
joint  and  equal  char<ie  of  snch  townships.  Any  township  necessarily 
incurring  more  than  its  due  proportion  of  such  charge  may  recover  the 
excess  so  incuia-ed  from  the  other  towuship. 

When  any  public  road  is  laid  on  the  line  of  two  townships,  if 
the  commissionei’s  or  supervisors  of  either  township  neglect  or  refuse 
to  join  with  the  commissioners  or  supervisors  of  the  other  township 
in  opening  or  repairing  such  road,  the  commissioners  or  supervisors 
of  the  other  township  shall  o[)en,  amend,  and  repair  the  road,  and 
are  authorized  1o  collect  a just  jiroportion  of  the  cost  of  the  opening 
and  repairing  of  snch  i-oad  from  the  township  so  neglecting  or  re- 
fusing to  join  in  such  o])ening  or  repairing.  The  commissioners  or 
supervisors  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  of  not 
less  than  four  dollars  and  not  exceeding  fifty,  to  be  recovered  in  a 
summary  proceeding.  All  such  penalties  when  recovered  shall  be  paid 
into  the  township  road  fund. 

(hi)  (Maintenance  of  Roads  Bet  ween  Township  and  Cities  or  Boroughs 

Section  2105.  AVhenever  any  road  or  street  is  on  the  boundary 
line  between  any  township  and  any  city  or  borough,  such  road  or 
sti'eet  shall  maintained  jointly  by  the  city  or  borough  and  the  town- 
ship. Foi‘  the  ])nr]iose  of  maintaining  any  such  road  or  street,  the 
authorities  of  any  such  township  are  hereby  directed  to  enter  into 
agreements  with  such  city  or  borough,  providing  the  manner  in  which 
the  same  shall  be  maintained,  and  providing  for  the  division  of  the 
cost  of  maintenance  between  the  city  or  borough  and  township.  If 
any  such  city  or  borough  and  township  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  enter 
into  any  such  contract,  or  if  the  city  or  borough  and  township  cannot 
agree,  any  taxpayer  or  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  township  may 
present  a petition  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county,  set- 
ting forth  the  facts,  and  the  court,  after  hearing,  of  which  such  notice 
shall  be  given  to  all  parties  interested,  as  the  court  may  direct,  shall 
make  au  order  directing  the  manner  of  such  maintenance  and  the  divi- 
sion of  the  cost  of  maintenance  between  the  city  or  borough  and  the 
Inwnsbi]).  The  action  of  the  court  shall  be  final. 
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(c)  Highway,  the  Centre  Line  of  Which  Is  the  Dividing  Line 
Between  Townships  and  Boroughs  or  Cities  in  the 
Same  County 

Section  2110.  Whenever  the  centre  line  of  any  highway  consti- 
tutes the  dividing  line  between  a township  and  any  city  or  borough 
located  in  the  same  county,  the  comniissionei’s  of  the  township,  may, 
jointly  with  the  county,  enter  into  a contract  with  the  city  or  borough 
providing  for  the  grading,  curbing,  and  macadamizing  or  paving  of 
such  highway. 

Such  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  constructed,  and  sub- 
sequent repairs  shall  be  made,  under  the  supervision  of  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  city  or  borough,  in  compliance  with  the  laws  govern- 
ing the  construction  of  such  alterations  or  improvements  in  such  city 
or  borough,  and  with  plans  and  specifications  to  be  agreed  upon  in 
writing  between  the  commissioners  of  the  township  and  the  city  or 
borough  and  the  commissioners  of  the  county. 

The  cost  of  any  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  borne  one- 
half  by  the  city  or  borough  and  one-half  by  the  county  and  township 
in  equal  portions. 

The  cost  of  repairs  shall  be  borne  one-half  by  the  city  or  borough 
and  one-half  by  the  township,  or  by  the  county  and  township  in  equal 
portions,  or  such  other  proportions  as  are  agreed  upon  in  the  joint 
contract  of  the  township  with  the  county. 

(d)  Highway,  the  Centre  Line  of  Which  Is  the  Dividing  Line 
Between  Townships  and  Cities  in  an  Adjacent  County 

Section  2115.  Whenever  the  centre  line  of  any  highway  consti- 
tutes a dividing  line  between  a township  and  a city  located  in  an  ad- 
jacent county,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  commissioners,  to 
enter  into  a contract  with  the  county  in  which  it  is  located,  and  with 
the  city,  providing  for  the  grading,  curbing,  macadamizing,  or  pav- 
ing of  the  roadway  of  said  highway,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  borne  one- 
half  by  the  city,  and  one-half  by  the  township  and  the  county  in 
which  such  township  shall  be  situated  in  equal  portions. 

The  said  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  constructed,  and 
subsequent  repairs  shall  be  made,  under  the  supervision  of  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  said  city,  in  compliance  with  existing  laws  governing 
such  construction  or  improvement  of  such  city,  and  in  further  com- 
pliance with  plans  and  specifications  to  be  agreed  upon  in  writing 
between  such  city  and  the  commissioners  of  the  county  and  tlie  town- 
ship commissioners  of  the  said  township.  The  cost  of  repairs  shall  be 
borne  one-half  by  the  city  and  one-haif  by  the  township  or  hy  the 
county  and  township  in  equal  portions  or  such  other  proportions  as 
may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  county  and  towmship. 

In  all  cases  in  which  it  shall  be  found  impossible  to  enter  into 
such  contract  or  agreement  as  is  provided  for  in  this  section,  or  where 
either  the  city  or  the  township  or  the  county  in  which  such  town- 
.ship  is  situated  shall  refuse  to  enter  into  such  contract  or  agreement, 
it  shall  be  lawfiil  for  the  township  to  present  its  petition  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas  of  either  county,  setting  forth  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances, including  the  condition  of  the  highway  from  which  the  ne- 
cessity or  desirability  for  the  grading,  curbing,  macadamizing,  or 
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puviny  of  the  roadway  appeans,  and  the  estimated  cost  thereof,  and 
tliat  the  terms  of  the  said  contract  as  provided  for  in  this  section 
cannot  be  agreed  upon  by  the  said  city  and  the  comity  or  township, 
or  either  or  any  of  them,  or  that  eitlier  such  city  or  the  county  or 
township,  or  any  or  either  of  tliem  refuses  to  enter  into  such  contract. 
Such  petition  may  pray  tliat  snch  court  may,  after  hearing  all  the 
parties  concerned,  make  its  order  or  decree,  defining  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  im])rovement  reasonably  necessary  or  desirable  to 
be  made  to  the  roadway,  and  requiring  the  parties  hereinabove  speci- 
fied to  enter  into  a contract  or  contracts  for  the  making  and  con- 
structing of  the  same  as  herein  ])rovided  for.  A copy  of  the  said 
petition,  duly  certified,  shall  be  served  upon  the  city  or  the  county 
and  township  concerned,  other  than  the  petitioner,  with  notice  of  such 
day  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  court  for  the  hearing.  Thereupon  either 
or  both  of  the  ]iarties  served  with  such  notice  shall  be  entitled,  on 
or  before  such  date,  to  file  iu  the  said  court  its  answer  to  the  said 
petition,  setting  forth  its  version  of  the  facts  or  such  other  matters 
iu  relation  thereto  as  may  be  deemed  necessaiy  or  proper  by  it.  The 
said  court,  upon  the  date  so  fixed  or  at  such  other  time  as  it  may 
aiipoint,  sliall  hear  the  evidence  of  the  parties,  or  it  may  refer  the 
matter  to  a master,  who  shall  hear  the  testimony  of  the  parties  and 
report  his  findings,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  pro- 
cedure as  provided  by  the  rules  in  equity  in  similar  cases,  to  the 
said  court,  which  may  reject,  confirm,  or  modify  the  same,  and  may 
make  its  decree  or  order  directing  the  making  of  such  alterations  or 
improvements  to  the  roadway  as  may  be  deemed  reasonably  necessary 
or  desirable  and  providing  for  the  sharing  of  tlie  cost  of  such  im- 
provements, one-half  by  the  city,  and  one-half  bj^  the  county  and 
townshi])  in  equal  portions,  'fhe  said  order  or  decree  may  further 
jirovide  that  the  repairs  to  such  alterations  and  improvements  sub- 
sequently required  shall  be  borne  one-half  by  the  city,  and  one-half 
by  the  county  or  township  in  ecpial  portions  or  such  other  propor- 
tions as  between  the  county  and  the  township  as  such  court  may  find 
to  be  legal  and  proper;  and  thereupon  the  said  grading,  curbing, 
macadamizing,  or  paving  of  tlie  roadway  of  sucb  higbway  shall  pro- 
ceed in  accordance  with  the  decree  or  order  of  tlie  said  court  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  contract  or  agreement  t)rovided  for  iu  this 
section  had  been  entered  into  and  duly  executed. 

{(•)  Improvemenl  of  Slrofit  Where  More  Than  One-Half  of  Width 
is  in  Toivnship.  Assessment  of  Property  Outskle  Limits 

Section  2120.  Wiienevei-  any  street,  alley,  or  highway  more  than 
one-half  the  width  of  which  is  witliin  the  limits  of  any  township  shall 
divide  the  said  township  from  any  other  mnnicij)ality  or  township 
loeatefl  within  the  same  county,  such  street,  alley,  or  highway  may 
be  improved  by  the  township  within  which  the  greater  -width  is  lo- 
cated in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  street,  alley,  or  highway  were 
entirely  located  within  the  limits  of  said  township. 

The  property  abutting  on  the  side  of  said  street,  alley,  or  high- 
way which  is  located  outside  the  limits  of  the  township  making  such 
improvements  shall,  for  a depth  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  plus 
one-half  the  width  of  said  street,  alley,  or  highway  from  its  centre 


liue,  be  assessed  for  any  and  all  municipal  improvements  to  or  on 
the  said  street,  alley,  or  highway  in  the  same  manner  as  such  property 
would  be  assessed  under  this  act  if  it  were  entirely  located  within  the 
limits  of  such  township. 

(/)  Assess^nent  of  Property  Outside  Limits  of  Toivnship  for 

Street  hnprovements 

Section  2125.  Whenever  any  street  or  alley,  entirely  within  the 
limits  of  any  township,  shall  divide  such  township  from  any  other 
municipality  or  township  located  in  the  same  county,  the  property  on 
the  side  of  the  street  or  alley,  opposite  the  liue  of  such  township  shall, 
for  a depth  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  be  assessed  for  municipal 
improvements  on  such  streets  or  alleys  on  which  property  shall  abut. 
Such  assessment  shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same 
proceeding  as  is  used  for  the  assessment  of  property  within  such  town- 
ship for  such  improvement. 

{g)  Grading,  Curbing,  Paving,  Macadamizing  Boundary  Street, 

Et  Cetera 

Section  2130.  Townships  may  enter  into  agreements  with  adjoin- 
ing boroughs  for  the  grading,  paving  and  curbing,  or  macadamizing, 
of  streets  and  alleys  which  may  be  boundaries  between  such  townships 
and  boroughs;  and  may  provide  in  such  contract  that  the  damages, 
costs,  and  expenses  of  such  improvement  shall  be  divided  between 
such  townships  and  boroughs  in  proportions  agreed  upon. 

In  grading,  paving  and  curbing,  or  macadamizing  any  such  streets 
or  alleys,  townships  shall  exercise  such  power  only  upon  petition  of 
a majority  of  the  property  owners  in  interest  and  number,  abutting 
the  line  of  the  proposed  improvement  Avithin  the  township  limits,  to 
be  verified  by  the  affidavit  of  one  of  the  petitioners;  a majority  in 
interest  of  owners  of  undivided  interest  in  any  piece  of  property  to  be 
treated  as  one  person  asking  that  such  improvement  be  made. 

The  portion  of  the  damages,  costs,  and  expenses  agreed  to  be  paid 
by  any  township  shall  be  ascertained,  and  the  benefits  incident  thereto 
shall  be  assessed  and  collected,  in  the  manner  provided  in  this  act 
for  the  assessment  of  damages  and  benefits  by  viewers. 

ARTICLE  XXII 
Bkidges  and  Viaducts 

(a)  As  Part  of  Road,  Street,  Highway,  Lane,  or  Alley 

Section  2201.  Whenever,  in  the  opening,  grading,  or  improving 
of  any  road,  street,  highway,  lane,  or  alley,  in  any  township,  it  is 
necessary  to  erect  or  construct  any  bridge  and  the  piers,  abutments 
and  approaches  therefor,  the  same  may  be  erected  and  constructed  by 
the  township  as  part  of  such  road,  street,  highway,  lane,  or  alley.  In 
any  such  erection  or  construction,  the  township  may  take,  use  and 
occupy  private  property.  All  damages  shall  be  aAvarded  and  benefits 
assessed  as  part  of  the  proceeding  to  open,  grade,  or  improve  the  road, 
street,  highway,  lane,  or  alley  of  which  the  bridge  is  a part. 
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(b)  Over  Railroads 

Section  2205.  Power  to  Construct.  Townships  may  build  or 
purchase  existing  bridges  or  viaducts  over  railroads,  rivers,  creeks, 
streams,  and  private  property,  or  over  railroads  and  any  of  them, 
or  over  railroads  only,  whether  the  bridges  or  viaducts  are  wholly  or 
partly  within  the  township  limits,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  two  or 
more  streets  or  highways  or  separate  portions  of  the  same  street  or 
highway.  Such  bridges  and  viaducts  must  in  all  cases  cross  railroads. 
Such  bridges  and  viaducts  and  the  approaches  thereto  shall  be  con- 
structed and  the  damages  in  connection  therewith  paid  as  provided  by 
the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

Section  2206.  Maintenance.  Such  viaduct  or  bridge  shall  be 
maintained  as  a township  structure,  and  the  township  is  authorized  to 
contract  with  any  party  interested,  except  the  county,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  same. 

(c)  Over  Marshy  or  Swampy  Grounds,  Creeks,  Rivulets,  Gullies, 

Canals  and  Railroads 

Section  2210.  Power  to  Make  and  Maintain.  The  commissioners 
of  townships,  in  making  and  repairing  the  roads,  shall  make  and 
maintain  within  their  township  sufficient  bridges  over  all  small  creeks, 
rivulets,  deep  gullies,  canals,  and  railroads,  where  the  same  is  neces- 
sary for  the  ease  and  safety  of  travelers. 

Such  bridges  over  canals  or  railroads  shall  not  obstruct  the  railroad 
or  canal  over  which  it  is  built.  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  release 
railroad  or  other  companies  or  the  Commonwealth  from  the  require- 
ments of  existing  laws. 

Section  2211.  Damages.  In  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
such  bridges,  all  damages  shall  be  awarded  and  benefits  assessed  as 
part  of  the  proceeding  to  lay  out,  open,  make,  or  repair  the  road  of 
which  the  bridge  is  a part. 

( d)  Over  Streams,  Railroads,  and  Canals  on  Township  Boundaries 

Section  2220.  Bridges  on  Division  Line  of  Townships.  Where  a 
small  creek  or  a railroad  or  canal,  over  which  a bridge  is  necessary  is 
on  the  boundary  line  of  two  townships,  the  bridge  shall  be  built  and 
maintained  at  the  joint  and  equal  expense  of  the  townships,  by  their 
respective  commissioners  or  supervisors,  in  the  manner  directed  by 
this  act  in  the  case  of  public  roads  which  may  be  the  division  line  of 
townships. 

Section  2221.  Bridges  Between  Townships  and  Municipalities. 

Whenever  a creek,  railroad,  or  canal,  over  which  a bridge  is  necessary, 
is  on  the  division  line  of  a township  and  a municipality,  the  township 
shall  unite  with  such  municipality  in  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  such  bridge  and  pay  an  equal  share  of  the  expenses  incident  thereto. 

Section  2222.  Bridges  Over  Railroad  or  Canal.  If  a bridge  is 
built  over  such  boundary  railroad  or  canal  by  virtue  of  the  provisions 
of  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  such  bridge  shall  not  obstruct  the 
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railroad  or  canal  over  which  it  is  built.  Nothing  in  said  sections  shall 
release  railroad  or  other  companies  or  the  Commonwealth  from  the 
requirements  of  existing  law^s. 

(e)  Maintenance,  Repair,  and  Rebuilding  of  Bridges  Built  by  County 

Section  2225.  Whenever  a bridge  or  part  thereof  has  been  built 
by  the  county,  or  the  whole  or  part  of  the  money  necessary  to  build 
it  has  been  furnished  by  the  county,  and  the  bridge  has  not  been 
entered  on  record  as  a county  bridge,  such  bridge  shall  be  maintained, 
kept  in  repair,  and  rebuilt,  when  necessary,  by  the  township  or  town- 
ships in  which,  or  on  the  boundary  line  of  which,  it  is  located,  without 
rendering  the  county  liable  for  the  same. 

ARTICLE  XXIII 
Sidewalks 

Section  2301.  Power  to  Lay  Out,  Ordain  and  Establish  Grades. 

Townships  may  lay  out,  ordain  and  establish  sidewalks  upon  any  of 
the  roads,  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  township  and  may  establish 
grades  for  such  sidewalks,  which  grades  may  be  separate  and  apart 
from  the  grade  established  for  the  highway. 

Section  2302.  Width.  The  width  of  any  sidewalk  shall  be  fixed 
by  the  township  commissioners  by  ordinance. 

Section  2303.  Paving  and  Curbing  Sidewalks.  Townships  may, 
upon  such  notice  as  may  be  provided  by  ordinance,  require  owners  of 
property  abutting  on  any  public  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley,  including 
State  and  State-aid  highways  and  county  roads,  to  construct,  pave, 
curb,  repave,  and  recurb  the  sidewalks  along  such  property  with  such 
materials,  at  such  grades  and  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  ordinance,  and  upon  failure  of  such  owners  to  comply  with 
such  notice,  or  without  notice  to  the  property  owners  as  above  pro- 
vided, the  townships  shall  in  either  case  have  power  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  done  by  the  township,  and  to  levy  and  collect  the  cost  thereof 
from  such  owners  of  property  abutting  such  sidewalk. 

The  cost  of  any  such  grading,  paving,  curbing,  repaving  and  re- 
curbing shall  be  a lien  upon  the  premises  from  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work,  which  date  shall  be  fixed  by  the  township  en- 
gineer and  shall  he  filed  with  the  township  secretary.  Any  such  lien 
may  be  collected  by  action  in  assumpsit  or  by  lien  filed  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law  for  the  filing  and  collection  of  municipal  claims. 

The  cost  of  any  such  paving,  curbing,  repaving  and  recurbing 
may,  in  any  case,  be  borne  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  township. 

No  sidewalks  shall  be  established  and  constructed  upon  any  State 
highway  without  the  consent  of  the  State  Department  of  Highways, 
or  upon  any  county  road  without  the  consent  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners. 

Section  2304.  Repair  of  Sidewalks.  The  owner  of  the  abutting 
property  shall  keep  the  sidewalk,  together  with  any  portion  of  his 
property  paA'ed  and  user!  as  a sidewalk  or  public  walk,  immediately 
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in  front  of  his  property,  in  good  order  and  repair,  and  at  all  times 
free  and  clear  of  all  obstruction  to  safe  and  convenient  passage,  and 
free  of  any  merchandise  placed  there  for  display,  if  the  removal  there- 
of is  ordered  by  the  township  commissionei’s.  If  the  owner  of  any 
property  neglects  to  perform  the  duty  so  required  of  him,  the  township 
commissioners  may  serve  written  notice  upon  him  requiring  him  to 
do  what  is  necessary.  If  such  property  owner  fails  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  such  notice  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  its 
service,  the  township  commissioners  may  make  the  necessary  repairs  or 
remove  any  obstruction.  The  cost  of  the  same,  together  with  a penalty 
of  ten  per  centum,  shall  he  paid  by  the  delinquent  property  owner, 
and  may  he  collected  by  action  of  assumpsit,  or  the  township  commis- 
sioners may  file  a municipal  lien  against  the  property.  The  notice 
provided  for  in  this  section  may  be  served  on  the  property  owner  by 
leaving  the  same  at  his  place  of  residence,  or,  if  he  has  no  residence 
in  the  township,  then  by  posting  the  same  on  the  premises  and  mailing 
a copy  thereof  to  the  owner  at  his  last  known  address. 

ARTICLE  XXIV 
Se’wers  and  Drains 

( a)  Establishing  and  Constructing  Sewer  and  Drainage  Systems, 
Server  Connections,  and  Rates;  Disposal  of  Sewage; 

Assessment  of  Cost  of  Construction 

Section  2401.  Power  to  Establish  and  Construct  Sewers  and; 
Drains.  Sewer  Rentals.  Townships  may  establish  and  construct  a 
system  of  sewers  and  drainage,  locating  the  same,  as  far  as  practicable, 
along  and  within  the  lines  of  the  public  roads  of  the  township,  as 
seem  advisable  to  the  commissioners.  The  township  commissioners 
may  permit,  and,  where  necessary  for  the  public  health,  require,  ad- 
.■joining  and  ad.jaeent  property  owners  to  connect  with  and  use  the 
same.  All  persons  so  connecting  may  be  required  to  pay,  in  addition 
to  the  cost  of  making  such  connections,  a monthly  or  annual  rate  pre- 
scribed by  ordinance.  Such  monthly  or  annual  rate  shall  constitute 
a lien,  until  paid,  against  the  property  so  connecting  with  such  system, 
and  the  amount  thereof  may  be  recovered  by  due  process  of  law. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  modify  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

Section  2402.  Location  of  Sewers  on  Private  Property.  Where 
it  is  reasonably  impracticable,  in  the  .judgment  of  the  commissioners, 
in  any  part  of  such  system,  to  carry  such  sewers  or  drains  along  the 
lines  of  public  roads,  the  commissioners  may  locate  and  construct  so 
much  of  the  same  as  is  necessary  through  private  lands. 

Section  2403.  Treatment  Works  and  Facilities  Therefor.  The 
commissioners  shall  make  the  necessary  provision  for  the  disposition 
of  the  sewage  and  drainage  within,  or  for  carrying  the  same  beyond, 
the  limits  of  the  township ; and,  to  this  end,  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  enter  into  contracts  with  other  municipalities  and  other  corpora- 
tions or  persons,  to  purchase,  acquire,  enter  upon,  take,  appropriate, 
occupy,  and  use  such  lands,  rights,  and  interests  therein,  -within  the 
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corporate  limits  of  other  townships  or  boroughs,  as  shall  be  necessary 
for  the  proper  location,  construction,  maintenance,  use  and  operation 
of  sewer,  main  drains  or  disposal  plants,  including  such  lands,  rights, 
and  interests  therein  as  shall  be  necessary  for  future  additions  to  and 
enlargements  of  such  sewage  facilities,  and  as  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  plans  and  specifications  upon  which  a permit  has  been 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  Health,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  April  twenty-second,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  five, 
entitled  “An  act  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  waters  of  the  State  for 
the  protection  of  the  public  health,”  and  of  “The  Administrative 
Code.” 

Section  2404.  Entry  on  Lands  to  Mark  Sewer  Routes.  Damages. 
In  the  event  of  inability  to  agree  with  the  ownei-s,  either  for  the  land 
necessary  for  so  much  of  the  line  of  sewers  and  drains  as  are  not  lo- 
cated upon  public  roads,  or  for  so  much  land  as  is  required  for  the 
disposition  of  the  sewage,  the  commissioners  may  enter  upon  said  land 
and  mark  thereon  the  route  and  width  necessary  for  the  construction 
of  the  line  of  sewers  or  drains,  or  the  boundaries  of  so  much  land  as  is 
necessary  for  disposition  of  such  sewage,  and  occupy  the  said  land 
for  such  purposes.  For  all  damage  done  or  suffered,  or  which  accrues 
to  the  owner  or  owmers  of  such  land,  by  reason  of  the  taking  of  the 
same,  the  funds  of  the  township  raised  by  taxation  shall  be  pledged 
and  deemed  as  security.  Such  damages  shall  be  determiued  by  viewers 
in  the  manner  provided  in  this  act  for  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

Section  2405.  Enforcement  of  Judgment  for  Damages.  The 

damages  as  awarded  when  the  report  of  viewers  is  finally  confirmed 
.shall  be  entered  as  a judgment,  and  if  the  same  is  not  paid  wfithin 
thirty  days  after  the  entry  thereof,  execution  to  enforce  the  collection 
thereof  may  be  issued,  as  in  other  cases  of  judgment  against  townships. 

Section  2406.  Cost  of  Construction.  How  Paid.  The  cost  of 
construction  of  any  system  of  sewers  or  drains  constructed  by  the 
authority  of  this  subdivision  of  this  act  shall  be  charged  upon  the 
properties  accomodated  or  benefited  thereby  to  the  extent  of  such 
benefits.  Any  amount  not  legally  chargeable  upon  ]»roperties  bene- 
fited shall  be  ])aid  out  of  the  general  town.ship  fund. 

Section  2407.  Sewer  Districts.  Whenever  a sewer  sj'stem  is  coii- 
structed  by  a township  for  the  accomodation  of  a certain  portion  only 
of  the  township,  the  commissioners  of  such  townshi]:)  may  constitute 
the  territory  accomodated  into  a sewer  district  or  divide  it  into  several 
sewer  districts.  In  every  such  case  of  division  into  several  districts, 
the  commissioners  .shall  make  an  estimate  of  the  j)roportion  of  the 
cost  of  the  sewer  sy.stem  which  should  equitably  be  charged  on  each 
of  said  di.stricts,  and  declare  and  establish  such  apportionment  by 
ordinance.  No  district  .shall  be  charged  with  more  than  its  due  pro- 
portion of  the  cost  of  the  main  sewers,  pumping  stations,  et  cetera, 
used  jointly  by  more  than  one  district.  The  aggregate  amount  charged 
on  property  in  any  such  district  .shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  such 
e.stimate.  Where  the  whole  of  the  township  is  accomodated  by  the 
.system,  it  may  also  be  treated  as  a single  district  oi-  divided’  into 
districts,  and  be  subject  to  the  foregoing  provisions. 
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Section  2408.  Manner  of  Assessment.  The  charge  for  any  such 
sewer  construction  in  any  township  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  proper- 
ties accomodated  or  benefited  in  either  of  the  following  methods : 

(a)  By  an  assessment,  pursuant  to  township  ordinance,  of  each 
lot  or  piece  of  land  in  proportion  to  its  frontage  abutting  on  the 
sewer,  allowing  such  reduction  in  the  case  of  properties  abutting  on 
more  than  one  sewer  as  the  ordinance  may  specify.  No  assessment 
by  frontage  shall  be  made  on  properties  of  such  a character  as  not 
to  be  lawfully  subject  to  such  manner  of  assessment,  and  each  abutting 
])ro]mrty  shall  be  assessed  with  not  less  than  the  whole  amount  of 
the  benefit  accruing  to  it  and  legally  assessable. 

(b)  By  an  assessment  upon  the  several  properties  abutting  on 
the  sewer  in  proportion  to  benefits.  The  amount  of  the  charge  on  each 
]U-operty  shall  be  ascertained  as  provided  in  this  act  for  the  assess- 
ment of  benefits. 

When  a township  is  divided  into  sewer  districts,  the  assessment 
in  each  district  may  be  by  different  methods. 

Section  2409.  Procedure  for  Assessment  of  Benefits.  In  all  cases 
where  the  fownshij)  commis,sioners  shall  select  the  method  provided 
by  subdivision  (b)  of  the  foregoing  section,  they  shall  petition  the 
court  of  common  pleas  for  appointment  of  viewers  to  assess  benefits. 
In  all  eases  where  they  shall  neglect  for  a period  of  three  months 
after  the  completion  of  the  sewer  system  to  either  ordain  assessments 
by  frontage  or  present  petition  for  appointment  of  viewers,  taxpayers 
of  the  township,  whose  property  valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable 
purposes  within  the  townshi])  shall  amount  to  fifty  per  centum  of  the 
total  ju’operty  valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable  purposes  within  the 
township,  may  present  a petition  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
the  proper  county  for  the  appointment  of  viewers  to  assess  benefits; 
and  in  all  cases  where  such  taxpayers  shall,  within  three  months  of 
1he  adoption  of  any  ordinance  levying  an  assessment  iinder  the  method 
provided  by  subsection  (a)  of  said  section,  by  petition  state  to  said 
court  that  such  assessment  insufficiently  represents  the  benefits  ac- 
cruing to  abutting  properties,  they  may  include  in  such  petition  a 
lirayer  foi-  the  appointment  of  viewers  to  assess  benefits.  In  either 
case  the  .said  court  shall  thereupon  appoint  three  disinterested  persons 
from  the  board  of  county  viewers,  neither  of  whom  shall  be  a resident 
of  that  portion  of  the  township  which  is  accomodated  by  the  sewer 
in  question,  and  the  viewers  so  appointed  shall  proceed  as  provided 
in  this  act  for  proceedings  for  the  assessment  of  damages  and  bene- 
fits by  viewers.  The  aggregate  of  the  assessments  in  any  sewer  district 
shall  not  exceed  the  amount  charged  in  such  district  for  its  share 
of  the  cost  of  the  sewer  construction,  unless  the  same  shall,  by  peti- 
tion of  taxpayers  whose  property  valuation  as  aforesaid  shall  amount 
to  fifty  per  centum  of  the  total  property  valuation  as  assessed  for 
taxable  purposes  within  the  township,  presented  within  three  months 
after  the  adoption  of  an  ordinance  providing  for  an  assessment  by 
frontage,  be  stated  to  insufficiently  represent  the  amount  of  benefits 
to  such  properties,  in  which  ease  the  proceedings  by  taxpayers  au- 
thorized above  shall  be  applicable.  Upon  the  filing  of  such  a petition, 
by  taxpayers  as  aforesaid,  for  appointment  of  viewers,  any  assessment 
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made  by  the  eommissiouers  and  any  proceedings  thereunder  shall  be 
null  and  void. 

Section  2410.  Lien  for  Assessments.  Costs  of  Proceedings. 
After  the  amount  of  the  assessment  charged  upon  the  several  prop- 
erties has  been  established,  either  by  ordinance  making  assessments 
according  to  frontage  or  by  contirmatio)i  of  any  report  of  viewers  in 
whole  or  in  part,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  commissioners 
to  file  municipal  liens  for  the  assessments  covered  by  such  ordinance 
or  confirmation  within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  provided  by  law ; 
the  same  to  be  subject  in  all  respects  to  the  general  law  providing  for 
the  filing  and  recovery  of  municipal  liens.  The  amounts  of  all  assess- 
ments shall  be  payable  to  the  township  treasurer  for  the  use  of  the 
township.  The  commissioners  .shall  also  make  out  bills  for  the  amounts 
charged  against  each  property,  which  shall  be  forthwith  sent  to  all 
property  owners  residing  in  the  township,  and  mailed  to  all  sueli 
owners  residing  elsewhere  Avho,se  address  is  known.  The  costs  of  publi- 
cation of  notices  in  proceedings  before  viewers  shall  be  paid  by  the 
township,  upon  presentation  of  bills  approved  by  the  court. 

(h)  Acquisition  of  Sewer  System  from  Private  Interests. 

Distributiion  of  Costs 

Section  2415.  Any  toAvnship  in  aaIucIi  any  person,  firm,  or  cor- 
poration is  maintaining  scAvers  and  culverts,  Avith  the  necessary  inlet 
and  appliances  for  surface  and  under-surface  and  scAA’age  drainage, 
may  become  the  owner  of  such  scAA’crs,  culverts,  inlet,  and  appliances, 
by  paying  therefor  the  actual  value  of  the  same  at  the  time  of  the 
taking  by  the  tOAvnship. 

In  case  the  commissioners  of  the  tOAvnship  cannot  agree  Avith  the 
owners  of  such  sewers  as  to  the  price  to  be  paid  therefor,  the  com- 
missioners may  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  such  seAvers,  cul- 
verts, inlets  and  appliances.  For  all  damage  clone  or  sidfered,  or 
which  accrues  to  the  owner  or  OAAuiers  of  such  soaati’  by  reason  of  the 
taking,  of  the  same,  the  funds  of  the  township,  raised  by  taxation, 
shall  be  pledged  and  deemed  as  security,  such  damages  to  be  determined 
by  vieAvers  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  act  for  eminent  domain 
proceedings.  If  any  seAA’er  or  seAA’er  system  is  aeciuired  by  purchase, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  tlie  cost  of  such  aecprisition  may 
be  distributed  or  assessed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  sewer  or 
seAver  system  had  been  constructed  by  such  tOAA’iiship  under  the  ])ro- 
vi.sions  of  this  act. 

(c)  Contracts  With  Individuals  or  Corporations  for  Construction 
and  Maintenance  of  Sewer  and.  Drainage  Systems 

Section  2420.  In  any  case  Avhere,  under  the  authority  of  section 
two  thousand  four  hundred  and  one  of  this  act,  a system  of  sewage 
and  drainage  covering  any  township  in  whole  or  in  part  shall  have  been 
approved  and  authorized  by  ordinance,  the  commissioners  may  enter 
into  a contract  with  any  responsible  individual  or  individuals,  or  corpo- 
ration, for  the  construction  of  such  system  of  seAvage  or  drainage,  at 
the  expense  of  such  indmdual  or  indhuduals,  or  corporation.  He, 
they,  or  it  shall  be  entitled,  under  such  contract,  to  exercise  all  the 
poAvers  of  the  township  in  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  oper- 
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ation  of  such  system  of  sewage  or  drainage  with  the  right  to  collect 
such  charges  in  connectiou  therewith  as  the  commissioners  prescribe, 
in  as  full  manner  as  the  same  might  have  been  collected  by  the  town- 
ship or  the  commissioners.  In  such  contract  the  commissioners  shall 
reserve  to  the  township  the  right  at  any  time,  or  after  a prescribed 
time,  to  itself  take  possession  of  such  system  of  sewage  and  drainage 
and  its  appurtenances,  at  a price  and  upon  terms  to  be  fixed  in  the 
contract. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  modify  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

{d)  Sewers  and  Drams  in  Streets  or  Alleys,  or  Over  Private 
Property;  Assessment  of  Cost  of  Construction 
According  to  Benefits 

Section  2425.  Townships  may  construct  sewers  and  drains  in  any 
street  or  alley,  or  llirougli  or  on  or  over  private  property.  The  costs, 
damages,  and  expenses  of  tlie  construction  of  any  such  sewers  or  drains 
shall  be  assessed  upon  the  properties  accommodated  or  benefited  in  either 
of  the  following  methods : 

(a)  By  an  assessment,  jmrsuant  to  township  ordinance,  of  each 
lot  or  piece  of  land  in  proportion  to  its  frontage  abutting  on  the  sewer, 
allowing  such  reduction  in  the  case  of  properties  abutting  on  more 
than  one  sewei’  as  the  ordinance  may  specify.  No  a.ssessment  by  front- 
age shall  be  made  on  properties  of  such  a character  as  not  to  be  law- 
fully subject  to  such  manner  of  assessment,  and  each  abutting  prop- 
erty shall  be  assessed  with  not  less  than  its  ]U'oportion,  aforesaid,  of 
the  entire  cost  and  expense  of  such  construction. 

(hj  By  an  assessment  upon  the  several  properties  abutting  on 
the  sewer  in  proportion  to  benefits,  the  amoiint  of  the  charge  on  which 
property  shall  be  ascertained  and  the  rights  of  taxpayei’s  conferred 
in  connection  therewith  as  provided  in  this  act  for  the  assessment  of 
damages  and  benefits  by  viewers. 

(c)  Setners  Under  State  and  County  Highways 

Section  2430.  Consent  Necessary.  Townships  may  construct 
sewers  and  drains  in  and  under  any  county  or  .state  highway  within 
Ihe  township  boundaries.  In  case  f)f  the  construction  of  sewers  upon 
county  highways,  the  consent  of  the  county  commissioners  of  the 
eountj^  shall  first  be  obtained ; and  in  case  of  the  construction  of  sewers 
upon  any  state  highway,  the  conseid.  of  the  State  Department  of  High- 
ways .shall  first  be  obtained. 

Section  2431.  Assessment  of  Cost.  Whenever  sewers  have  been 
or  shall  be  laid  or  constructed  by  any  townshij:)  in  and  under  such 
highways,  such  township  may  ascertain,  levy,  and  collect  the  costs  and 
expenses  of  the  construction  thereof  from  the  abutting  property 
holders,  by  viewers  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  this  act  relating 
to  the  assessment  of  damages  and  benefits  by  viewers. 

(f)  Connecting  With  Seiver  of  Adjoining  Municipality 

Section  2435.  Connection  by  Agreement  or  Petition.  Appoint- 
ment of  Viewers.  Whenever  any  township  shall  desire  to  connect 
with  the  existing  sewer  of  any  adjacent  municipality,  the  two  munici- 


117 


palities  so  joining  may  enter  into  an  agreement  for  sueli  purposes,  or 
if  no  agreement  lias  been  reached  between  sneli  township  and  the  ad- 
jacent municipality,  then  such  township  shall  proceed  in  the  following 
manner ; 

An  application  shall  be  made  by  the  board  of  commissioners  to 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  setting  forth  the  desire  of  the  toAvnsliip  to 
connect  with  the  sewer  of  the  municipality.  If  the  court  shall  be  of 
the  opinion  that  such  connection  can  be  made  without  impairing  the 
usefulness  of  the  existing  sewer,  it  shall  appoint  three  viewers,  who 
shall  view  the  premises,  and  investigate  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
shall,  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  act  tor  such  proceedings,  assess 
the  proportionate  part  of  the  expense  of  building  the  original  sewer 
upon  the  petitioning  township,  and  shall  tix  the  proportion  of  the 
expense  for  repairs  which  the  municipality  and  such  township  shall 
thereafter  bear  and  determine  all  other  questions  which  are  likely 
to  arise  in  connection  therewith. 

Section  2436.  Notice  of  Contemplated  Construction.  Protests 
by  Property  Owners.  No  sewer,  system  of  sewers,  or  drain  .shall  be 
constructed  under  the  provisions  of  this  subdivision,  unless  a resolu- 
tion of  the  board  of  commissioners  authorizing  the  same  shall  be  pub- 
lished in  a newspaper  of  general  circulation  published  in  the  county 
in  which  the  township  is  situated  once  a week  for  three  successive 
weeks.  If  within  twenty  days  after  the  last  publication,  or  at  any 
time  during  the  period  of  publication,  taxpayers  of  the  township, 
whose  property  valuation  within  the  township  shall  amount  to  fifty 
per  centum  of  the  total  proper!}^  valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable 
purposes  within  the  township,  shall  sign,  and  file  in  the  office  of  the 
prothonotary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which 
the  township  is  located,  a written  protest  against  the  construction  of 
such  sewer,  sewer  system,  or  drain,  then  the  construction  authorized 
by  such  resolution  shall  not  be  undertaken  or  proceeded  with. 

(g)  Joint  Servers  and  Drains 

Section  2440.  Agreements  for  Joint  Sewers.  Townships  may 
enter  into  agreements  with  municipalities  or  other  townships  for  the 
purpose  of  building  sewers,  including  trunk-line  sewers  or  drains  and 
sewage-disposal  plants.  Such  agreement  shall  provide  for  the  joint 
maintenance  of  the  same. 

Section  2441.  State  Permit.  No  such  sewer  or  plant  shall  be  con- 
structed until  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to  the 
State  Department  of  Health  and  approved,  in  accordance  with  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  April  twenty-second,  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  five  (page  two  hundred  and  sixty),  entitled  “An  act  to  pre.serve 
the  purity  of  the  waters  of  the  State  for  the  protection  of  the  Public 
Health.” 


ARTICLE  XXV 

Collection  By  Instalment  of  the  Cost  op  Street,  Curb, 
Sidewalk  and  Sewer  Improvements 

Section  2501.  Ordinances  for  Instalment  Payments.  "When  any 
township  shall  authorize  the  grading,  subgrading,  or  the  permanent 
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paving  and  improvement,  of  any  streets  or  alleys,  or  i:)arts  thereof, 
or  the  construction  of  curbs,  sidewalks  or  sewers,  and  the  entire  cost, 
or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  assessed  against  the  properties  abutting 
on  such  improvement,  whether  by  the  foot  front  rule  or  according 
to  benefits,  the  board  of  commissioners  may  provide  in  the  ordinance 
that  the  assessment  or  any  of  them  may  be  paid  in  semi-annual  or 
annual  instalments.  Such  instalments  shall  bear  interest,  at  a rate 
not  exceeding  six  per  centum,  to  be  fixed  by  the  board  of  commissioners 
in  the  ordinance,  from  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  work  or 
the  construction  of  such  improvement. 

Section  2502.  Issue  of  Bonds.  In  order  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  cost  and  expenses  of  such  improvement,  the  board  of  com- 
missioners may,  from  time  to  time,  issue  bonds,  in  sums  equal  to  the 
amount  of  assessments.  The  bonds  shall  bear  the  name  of  the  street 
or  alley  to  be  improved,  or  the  curbSj  sidewalks  or  sewer  constructed ; 
and  shall  be  payable  at  periods  not  exceeding  ten  years  from  the  date 
of  their  issue,  to  be  provided  in  the  ordinance  directing  the 
improvement. 

Section  2503.  Sale  of  Bonds;  Interest.  The  bonds  shall  bear 
interest  at  a rate  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable 
semi-annually  or  annually,  as  the  ordinance  shall  direct;  and  shall 
be  negotiated  at  not  less  than  par,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  applied 
solely  to  the  payment  of  such  improvement. 

Section  2504.  Entry  of  Liens.  Liens  to  secure  the  assessments 
or  any  part  thereof  remaining  due  shall  be  entered  in  the  prothono- 
tary’s  office  of  the  county,  in  the  same  form  and  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  municipal  claims  are  filed  and  collected. 

Section  2505.  Assessments;  Where  Payable.  Such  assessments 
shall  be  payable  at  the  office  of  the  township  treasurer,  or  such  other 
place  as  the  ordinance  shall  provide,  in  semi-annual  or  annual  instal- 
ments, with  interest  at  the  rate  provided  from  the  date  from  which 
interest  is  computed  on  the  amoiint  of  the  assessments.  The  moneys 
so  received  by  the  township  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  such 
bonds  exclusively. 

Section  2506.  Default  in  Payment  of  Instalment.  In  case  of 
default  in  the  payment  of  any  instalment  and  interest  for  a period 
of  sixty  days  after  the  same  shall  become  due,  the  entire  assessment 
and  accriied  interest  shall  become  due;  and  the  township  solicitor 
shall  proceed  to  collect  the  same  under  the  general  laws  relating  to 
the  collection  of  municipal  claims. 

« 

Section  2507.  Payments  in  Full:  Subdivisions  of  Property. 

Any  owner  of  property,  against  whom  any  such  assessment  has  been 
made,  may  pay  the  same  in  full,  at  any  time,  with  interest  thereon 
to  the  next  semi-annual  or  annual  payment,  and  such  payment  shall 
discharge  the  lien.  If  any  owner  shall  subdivide  any  property  after 
the  lien  attaches,  he  may,  in  like  manner,  discharge  the  same  upon 
any  subdivided  portion  thereof  by  paying  the  amount  for  which  such 
part  Avould  be  liable. 
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ARTICLE  XXVI 

Revolving  Fund  for  Street  and  Sewer  Improvements 

Section  2601.  Special  Tax.  The  several  townships  are  hereby 
empowered  to  levy  and  collect  annually  a tax  upon  all  property,  tax- 
able for  township  purposes,  not  to  exceed  five  mills  on  the  dollar  in 
any  one  year,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  and  maintaining  a revolving 
fund,  to  be  used  by  such  township  in  making  permanent  street,  side- 
walk or  sewer  improvements,  and  to  pay  contract  prices  for  perma- 
nent street,  sidewalk  or  sewer  improvements,  prior  to  the  collection  of 
the  cost  and  expense  or  any  part  thereof  from  the  property  owners 
adjoining  or  abutting  thereon  by  such  townships  under  existing  laws. 

Section  2602.  Repayments  Into  Revolving  Fund.  When  the  cost 
and  expense,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  the  construction  of  any  permanent 
street,  sidewalk  or  sewer  improvement,  which  has  been  made  under 
existing  laws,  and  which  has  been  aided  in  its  construction  from  the 
said  revolving  fund  hereby  provided  for,  shall  have  been  assessed  and 
collected  from  the  owners  of  the  property  adjoining  or  abutting  upon 
such  improvement,  it  shall  be  applied  to  the  credit  of  the  said  revolv- 
ing fund,  to  the  extent  of  the  withdrawal  therefrom  for  such  purpose. 

ARTICLE  XXVII 
Water  Supply  and  Waterworks 
(a)  Acquisition,  Construction  and  Maintenance 

Section  2701.  Contract  With  Water  Companies  and  Municipality. 
Townships  may  contract  with  any  adjoining  municipality,  owning  a 
waterworks  system,  or  with  a private  company,  for  a supply  of  water 
for  public  and  private  uses  to  be  delivered  into  the  lines  of  the  town- 
ship at  or  near  or  within  the  boundaries  thereof. 

This  section  does  not  authorize  a contract  between  a township  and 
a municipality,  or  a private  company,  for  the  supply  of  water  in  ter- 
ritory being  supplied  by  any  other  private  company. 

Section  2702.  State  Permit.  A township  making  such  contract 
may,  by  ordinance,  provide  and  regulate  and  protect  a system  of  dis- 
tribution of  the  water,  after  a certified  copy  of  the  plans  and  surveys 
for  such  system,  with  a description  of  the  sources  from  which  it  is 
proposed  to  derive  the  supply,  are  filed  in  the  Department  of  Health, 
and  a written  permit  for  the  construction  of  such  system  obtained 
from  the  Secretary  of  Health  in  accordance  with  existing  law. 

Section  2703.  Occupation  of  Highways.  In  providing  for,  reg- 
ulating, and  protecting  and  extending  its  system  of  distribution  of 
water,  the  township  may  occupy  public  highways,  and  may  take, 
injure,  or  destroy  private  property.  No  highway  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  State  Department  of  Highways  shall  be  occupied  until  a 
permit  therefor  has  been  obtained  from  the  State  Department  of  High- 
ways. Property  belonging  to  or  used  as  a cemetery  or  a place  of  public 
worship,  or  any  iniWic.  or  parochial  school,  or  other  educational  or 
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cliaritable  institution  or  seminary,  shall  not  be  taken,  injured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Section  2704.  Property  Damages.  Bond  by  Township.  If  the 
compensation  and  damages  arising  from  such  taking,  injury,  or  de- 
struction of  private  property  cannot  be  agreed  upon,  the  township  may 
tender  its  bond  as  security  to  the  party  claiming  or  entitled  to  any 
damages,  or  to  the  attorney  or  agent  of  any  absent  person,  or  to  the 
agent  or  other  officer  of  a corporation,  or  to  the  guardian  or  committee 
of  any  person  under  legal  incapacity.  The  condition  of  the  bond 
shall  be  that  the  township  shall  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  such  amount 
of  damages  as  the  party  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  after  the  same 
shall  have  been  agreed  upon  or  as  assessed  in  the  manner  provided  in 
the  following  sections  of  this  article. 

In  ease  the  part}^  or  parties  claiming  damages  refuse  or  do  not 
accept  the  security  so  tendered,  the  township  shall  give  the  party, 
his  or  their  agent,  attorney,  guardian,  or  committee,  at  least  ten  days’ 
written  notice  of  the  time  when  the  same  will  be  presented  to  the 
court  of  common  pleas  for  approval. 

Thereafter  the  township  may  present  its  bond  to  the  court,  and 
when  approved  the  bond  shall  be  filed  in  court  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested.  Keeovery  may  be  had  thereon  for  the  amount  of  damages 
finally  determined,  if  the  same  is  not  paid  or  cannot  be  collected  by 
execution  on  the  judgment  in  the  issxie  formed  to  try  the  question. 
Upon  the  approval  of  such  security  the  township  may  enter  into  pos- 
session. 

Section  2705.  Appointment  of  Viewers.  In  case  the  compen- 
sation for  damages  accruing  from  such  taking,  injury,  or  destruction 
has  not  been  agreed  upon  by  parties  in  interest,  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  or  any  law  judge  thereof  in  vacation,  on  application  thereto 
by  the  township  or  any  person  interested  in  the  property,  shall  ap- 
point three  nuynbers  of  the  board  of  viewers  of  the  county  who  shall 
assess  the  damages  as  provided  in  this  act  for  eminent  domain  proceed- 
ings. 

(h)  ConstrncHon,  Acquisition,  and  Maintenance  of  Waterworks  in 

Connection  With  Boroughs 

Section  2710.  Joint  Maintenance  of  Works  With  A Borough. 

Any  towiLship  may  unite  with  a borough  in  the  construction  or  acqui- 
sition and  maintenance  of  works  for  the  supply  of  water. 

Section  2711.  State  Permit.  The  construction  of  waterworks,  as 
provided  for  in  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  after  plans  for  such 
\vaterworks  have  been  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  Health,  and  a permit 
issued  in  accordance  with  existing  law. 

Section  2712.  Commission  of  Waterworks.  Whenever  any  town- 
ship unites  with  a borough  in  the  construction  or  acquisition  and 
maintenance  of  waterworks,  the  commissioners  of  such  township,  after 
the  passage  of  an  ordinance  or  resolution  to  that  effect,  may  join  with 
the  councils  of  such  boroughs,  now  authorized  by  section  two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  sixty-two  of  the  General  Borough  Act,  approved 
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the  fourth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven, 
(P.  L.  519),  so  to  join  and  apply  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  for 
the  appointment  of  a commission  of  waterworks.  Siich  commission 
shall  be  composed  of  citizeus  of  each  of  the  boroughs  and  townships  so 
uniting. 


ARTICLE  XX VII I 
Public  Buildings 

Section  2801.  Town  Hall.  The  commissioners  of  townships  may 
procure  a suitable  lot  of  ground,  and/or  erect  a suitable  building  there- 
on for  a townhouse  in  which  to  hold  elections,  store  road  machinery, 
hold  meetings  of  township  officers,  and  for  other  tOAvnship  uses.  For 
the  purpose  of  procuring  a lot  of  ground  and  erecting  a town  hall, 
the  commissioners  may  borrow  money  at  a rate  of  interest  not  exceed- 
ing six  per  centum  and  issue  bonds  therefor. 

Section  2802.  Unloading  and  Warehouses.  The  commissioners 
may  purchase  or  lease  land  adjacent  to  the  trades  or  right  of  way 
of  any  railroad  or  street  railway,  within  or  Avithout  the  limits  of  such 
township,  and  erect  thereon  suitable  unloaders,  Avarehouses,  or  other 
buildings  as  may  be  necessarj^  for  unloading,  handling,  and  storing 
road  materials  and  supplies. 

Section  2803.  Appropriation  of  Property.  ToAvnships  may  enter 
upon  and  appropriate  private  property,  and  also  land  heretofore 
gi-anted  or  dedicated  to  public  or  other  use,  Avithin  the  limits  of  such 
township,  and  which  is  no  longei’  used  for  the  purpose  for  Avhich  the 
same  was  granted  or  dedicated,  for  the  erection  thereon  of  a toAvn 
hall,  fire  house,  lockup,  and  such  other  public  building's  as  are  neces- 
sary for  public  purposes. 

No  land  or  property  used  for  any  cemetery,  burying  ground,  pub- 
lic or  parochial  school,  educational  or  charitabje  institution,  seminary, 
or  place  of  public  worship  shall  be  taken  or  appropriated  by  virtue 
of  any  poAA'er  contained  in  the  preceding  section. 

Section  2804.  Ordinance  of  Commissioners.  Whenever  the  com- 
missioners desire  to  accpiire,  enter  upon,  take,  use  and  appropriate 
private  property  or  lands  for  public  buildings,  they  shall  declare  such 
intention  by  an  ordinance  duly  enacted. 

Section  2805.  Assessment  of  Damages.  The  compensation  and 
damages  arising  from  such  taking,  using,  and  appropriating  of  private 
property  for  such  purposes  shall  be  considered,  ascertained,  deter- 
mined, awarded,  and  paid  in  the  manner  proAuded  in  this  act,  for  emi- 
nent domain  proceedings. 

Section  2806.  Use  of  Public  Lands  Acquired  for  Other  Purposes, 
Whenever  the  cfommissionei's  desire  to  take  any  lands  heretofore 
granted  or  dedicated  to  a use  or  purpose  for  Avliich  they  are  no  longer 
used,  they  shall  pass  an  ordinance  declaring  such  intention,  and  shall 
thereupon  petition  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  leave  to  file  tlie  bond 
of  such  township  for  the  purpose  of  securing  any  person  or  persons 
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who  may  be  injured  by  the  taking  of  such  lands.  The  court  shall 
thereupon  direct  notice  to  be  given  by  publication  in  at  least  two 
newspapers  of  the  county.  If  no  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  bond  on 
or  before  the  day  fixed  in  the  notice,  the  court  shall  approve  the  same. 
The  court  maj^  increase  the  amount  of  the  bond,  and  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  exceptions  that  are  filed  against  the  approval  thereof.  Upon 
the  approval  of  such  bond,  the  commissioners  may  enter  upon  and 
take  such  lands  for  the  purposes  of  erecting  public  buildings.  The 
bond,  which  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  use 
of  any  person  or  persons  who  are  entitled  to  damages  by  reason  of  the 
taking  of  the  lands,  shall  remain  on  file  for  their  use  and  benefit.  In 
case  the  compensation  for  damages,  accruing  from  any  such  appro- 
priation, has  not  been  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  in  interest,  the  same 
may  be  assessed  by  viewers  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act  for  the  a.ssessment  of  damages  in  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

ARTICLE  XXIX 
Licenses  and  License  Fees 
(a)  Transient  Retail  Merchants 

Section  2901.  Every  township  shall  have  power,  by  ordinance,  to 
regulate  and  license  each  and  every  transient,  retail  business  within 
such  township,  for  the  sale  of  goods,  waives  and/or  merchandise,  and 
to  prohibit  tlie  commencement  or  doing  of  any  such  business  until 
or  unleas  the  license  required  by  such  ordinance  has  been  procured 
from  the  proper  autliorities  by  the  person,  firm  or  corporation  desiring 
to  commence  such  transient  retail  business;  and  to  enforce  such 
ordinances  by  penalties  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  and/or 
by  other  appropriate  means.  The  amount  of  any  such  license  shall 
not  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  for  each  month  or  fractional  part 
thereof,  during  which  any  such  sale  is  continued. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to 
farmers  selling  their  own  produce;  or  to  the  sale  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  donated  by  the  owners  thereof,  the  proceeds  whereof 
are  to  be  ai)plied  to  any  charitable  or  philanthropic  puiqiose. 

(h ) Restrictions 

Section  2910.  Agents  for  Licensed  Dealers  Not  to  be  Licensed. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  towmship  to  levy  any  license  fee  or  mer- 
cantile tax  upon  any  persons  taking  orders  for  merchandise,  by  sample, 
from  dealers  or  merchants,  for  individuals  or  companies  who  pay  a 
license  or  mercantile  tax  at  their  chief  places  of  business.  Nothing  in 
this  section  shall  authorize  any  person  to  sell  by  retail  to  other  than 
dealers  or  merchants. 

Section  2911.  Insurance  Agents  and  Brokers  Not  to  be  Licensed. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  township  to  impose  or  collect  any  license 
fee  upon  insurance  companies  or  their  agents,  or  insurance  brokers, 
authorized  to  transact  business  under  the  Insurance  Laws  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

Section  2912.  License  Fees  on  Residents  Not  to  Exceed  Those  on 
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Nonresidents.  Tt  shall  be  nnlawftil  for  any  township  to  impose  by 
ordinance  or  exact  or  collect  nnder  the  provisions  of  any  ordinance 
heretofore  or  hereafter  enacted  anv  license  lax  or  fee  upon  or  from 
any  manufacturer  or  the  agent,  representative,  or  employe  of  any 
manufacturer  who  is  a resident  of  the  Commonwealth  for  soliciting 
orders  for,  or  for  selling  any  goods,  merchandise,  or  Avares  manu- 
factured within  this  Commonwealth  that  is  not  or  cannot  legally  be 
imposed  upon  or  exacted  or  collected  from  any  manufacturer  or  dealer 
or  the  agent,  representative,  or  employe  of  any  manufacturer  who 
is  a nonresident  of  the  Commonwealth  for  soliciting  ordere  for  or 
for  selling  any  goods,  merchandise,  or  wares  manufactured  without 
the  Commonwealth. 


ARTICLE  XXX 

Parks,  Recreation  Centers,  Shade  Trees  and  Forests 

(a)  Public  Parbs,  Playgrounds,  and  Recreation  Centers 

Section  3001.  Right  of  Acquisition.  ToAvnships  may  dedicate 
and  set  apart  lands  not  dedicated  to  other  public  uses  or  purposes 
and  may  enter  upon,  appropriate,  and  acquire,  by  gift,  devise,  pur- 
chase, lease,  or  othei’Avise,  priATite  property,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing, enlarging,  and  maintaining  public  parks,  parkAvays,  playgrounds, 
playfields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or  indoor  recrea- 
tion centers,  and  may  borroAv  money  and  issue  bonds  for  such  purpose. 
The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  authorize  the  appropriation 
of  prRate  property  outside  the  toAVDship  limits,  nor  the  appropria- 
tion of  any  property  belonging  to  or  used  as  a cemetery  or  place  of 
public  worship,  or  any  public  or  parochial  school,  or  other  educational 
or  charitable  institution  or  seminary. 

Section  3002.  Limitation  of  Expenditures.  No  appropriation, 
purchase,  or  lease  shall  be  made,  pursuant  to  the  preceding  section 
of  this  article,  Avhereby  any  township  shall  obligate  itself  to  raise,  by 
taxation  in  the  aggregate,  any  sum  exceeding  one-half  mill  annually 
on  the  dollar  on  the  assessed  valuation  of  all  property,  offices,  pro- 
fessions, and  persons  in  the  tOAvnship,  without  the  consent  of  a ma- 
jority of  the  electors  obtained  as  hereinafter  provided.  Such  limita- 
tion of  obligation  shall  only  apply  to  funds  Avhich  it  is  necessary  to 
raise  by  taxation,  and  not  to  funds  unappropriated  Avhich  may,  at  the 
time  of  the  lease  or  purchase,  be  in  the  toAvnship  treasury,  either  de- 
rived from  taxes  in  previous  years,  or  from  gifts  or  donations. 

Section  3003.  Submission  of  Question  to  Voters.  Whenever  any 
township  shall,  by  ordinance,  provide  for  the  appropriation,  purchase, 
or  leasing  of  private  property,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  the 
amount  required  by  taxation  in  any  year  shall  exceed  one-half  mill 
on  the  dollar  of  valuation,  as  provided  in  the  preceding  section,  the 
toAvnship  commissioners  shall  cause  the  question  of  such  appropria- 
tion, purchase,  or  leasing  to  be  submitted  to  the  electors  of  the  town- 
ship at  the  municipal  or  general  election  next  occurring  after  the  ex- 
piration of  ninety  days  from  the  date  of  such  ordinance. 

Section  3004.  Notice  of  Election,  The  toAvnshi])  commissionei'.s 
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shall  give  notice  of  the  proposed  submission  of  such  question  by  weekly 
advertisements,  in  not  more  than  three  newspapers  of  general  circula- 
tion in  the  tovmship,  for  a ])eriod  of  three  weeks  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  day  of  election. 

Section  3005.  Form  of  Ballot.  For  the  purpose  of  having  such 
question  appear  upon  the  ballot,  the  township  commissioners  shall 
certify  the  c|uestion  to  the  county  commissioners  at  least  twenty-one 
days  before  the  day  of  tlie  election.  The  question  may  be  stated  sub- 
stantially as  follows: 

Shall  the  township  of  acquire  by  purchase  or 

condemnation,  or  both,  at  a price  not  exceeding dol- 
lar’s (or  by  lease  for  not  more  than  years,  at  an  an- 
nual I'ental  of  not  more  tlian  dollars),  property  for 

the  purpose  of  making  (or  of  enlarging)  public  parks,  parkways, 
playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or 
indoor  recreation  centers  within  the  locality  bounded  by 

The  board  of  commissioners  may,  at  their  discretion,  omit  the 
designation  of  the  locality. 

Section  3006.  Result  of  Election.  Resubmission  of  Question 
Limited.  The  result  of  the  vote  on  such  question  shall  be  ascertained 
and  certified  in  tlu*  same  manner  as  the  vote  on  the  election  of  otficers 
of  the  township.  No  such  question,  determined  negatively  by  the 
voters,  shall  be  again  submitted  until  one  municipal  or  g'cneral  elec- 
tion shall  intervene. 

Section  3007.  Liability  of  Township  for  Property  Taken.  The 
appropriation  of  ])rivate  property  for  -flie  purpose  of  making,  en- 
larging, and  maintaining  ])ub]ic  [)arks,  parkways,  and  playgrounds  is 
declared  to  be  the  taking  of  private  property  for  public  use,  and  for  all 
damage  suffered  by  the  owners  of  any  property  so  taken  the  funds  of 
the  township  raised  by  taxation  shall  be  pledged  as  security. 

Section  3008.  Appointment  of  Viewers.  AVhenever  any  town- 
ship appropj’iates  private  property  under  the  ]n'Ovisions  of  this  article, 
and  is  unable  to  agree  with  the  owners  or  lessees  for  the  amount  of 
compensation,  or  whenever,  by  reason  of  the  absence  or  legal  inca- 
pacity of  any  owner  or  lessee,  no  such  comp)ensation  can  be  agreed 
upon,  the  courts  of  common  pleas,  or  any  law  judge  thereof  in  vaca- 
tion, on  application  thereto  by  the  township  or  any  person  interested, 
shall  appoint  three  viewers  from  the  county  board  of  viewers,  who 
shall  proceed  to  assess  the  damages  as  provided  in  this  act  for  eminent 
domain  proceedings. 

Section  3009.  Power  to  Maintain  Park  and  Recreation  Boards. 

Townships  may  improve,  maintain,  and  regulate  public  parks,  park- 
ways, ])laygrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming 
pools,  and  indoor  recreation  centers. 

The  authority  to  supervise  and  maintain  parks,  playgrounds, 
playfields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or  indoor  re- 
creation centers  may  be  vested  in  any  existing  body  or  board  or  in  a 
park  board  or  recreation  board,  as  the  township  commissioners  may 
determine.  The  local  authorities  of  any  such  toAvnship  may  equip. 
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operate  and  maintain  the  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums, 
swimming-  pools,  public  baths  or  indoor  recreation  centers  as  authorized 
by  this  act.  Such  local  autliorities  may,  for  the  purpose  of  carrjdng 
out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  employ  play  leaders,  recreation  direc- 
tors, supervisors,  su})erintendents,  or  any  other  officers  nr  employes 
as  they  deem  proper. 

Section  3010.  Park  or  Recreation  Boards.  Appointment  and 
Personnel  of.  If  the  townsliip  commissioners  shall  determine  that  the 
power  to  equip,  operate,  and  maintain  parks,  jilaygrounds,  playfields, 
gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or  recreation  centers  shall 
be  exercised  by  a park  board  or  recreation  board,  they  may  establish, 
in  said  township,  such  park  board,  or  recreation  board,  which  shall 
possess  all  the  powers,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  responsibilities  of  the 
respective  local  authorities  under  this  act.  Such  boards,  when  estab- 
lished, shall  consist  of  five  persons.  The  members  of  such  boards  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  commissioners  of  such  town.ship,  and  .shall  serve 
for  terms  of  five  years  or  until  their  successors  are  appointed,  except 
that  the  members  of  .such  board  first  appointed  shall  be  appointed 
for  such  terms  that  the  term  of  one  member  shall  expire  annually 
thereafter.  Members  of  sucli  board  shall  serve  without  pay.  Women 
shall  be  eligible  for  appointment.  Vacancies  in  such  board,  occurring 
otherw'ise  than  by  expiration  of  term  shall  be  for  the  unexpired  term, 
and  .shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner  as  original  aj^pointments. 

Section  3011.  Organization  of  Boards.  The  members  of  a park 
board  or  recreation  board,  established  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  elect 
their  own  chairman  and  secretai'y  and  select  all  other  necessary  officers, 
to  serve  for  a period  of  one  year,  and  may  employ  such  persons  as 
may  be  needed  as  authorized  by  this  act.  Such  boards  shall  have 
power  to  adopt  rules  and  regidations  for  the  conduct  of  all  Imsiness 
within  their  jurisdiction. 

Section  3012.  Expenses  of  Operation  and  Maintenance.  All  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  operation  of  such  parks,  playgrounds,  play- 
fields,  gymnasiums,  swimming  pools,  public  batLs,  and  indoor  recrea- 
tion centers,  established  as  herein  provided,  shall  be  payable  from 
the  treasury  of  such  township.  The  tovmship  commissioners  may  cause 
to  be  raised  by  special  taxation,  such  tax,  not  to  exceed  two  mills  on 
the  dollar  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  taxable  property  in  such  town- 
ship, for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  and  operating  parks,  playgrounds, 
playfields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools,  and  recreation 
centers. 

Section  3013.  Joint  Acquisition  and  Maintenance  of  Public  Parks, 
Playgrounds,  Recreation  Centers,  Et  Cetera.  Townships  may,  jointly 
with  cities,  counties,  boroughs,  other  townships  of  either  class,  or  any 
combination  or  number  of  such  units,  acquire  property  for,  operate 
and  maintain,  any  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums,  public 
batlis,  swimming  pools,  or  indoor  recreation  centers. 

(b)  Shade  Tree  Commission 

Section  3020.  Right  of  Establishment.  Townships  may  establish 
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a commission  to  be  known  as  the  Shade  Tree  Commission  of  such  town- 
ship. 

Section  3021.  Personnel  of  Commission.  Appointment.  Terms. 
Vacancies.  The  commission  shall  be  composed  of  three  freeholders  of 
the  township,  nho  shall  be  appointed  by  the  township  commissioners 
and  shall  serve  without  compensation. 

Whenever  a shade  tree  commission  is  established  by  any  township, 
tlie  township  commissioners  shall  appoint  three  freeholders — one  for  a 
term  of  three  years,  one  for  a term  of  four  years,  and  one  for  a term 
of  five  years. 

On  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  any  shade  tree  commissioner,  a 
successor  shall  be  appointed  by  the  township  commissioners,  to  serve 
for  a term  of  five  years. 

Vacancies  in  the  office  of  shade  tree  commissioner  shall  be  filled 
by  the  township  commissioners,  for  the  unexpired  term. 

Section  3022.  Acceptance  of  Provisions  of  Act.  Whenever,  in 
any  township,  there  exists  a commission  for  the  care  of  public  parks, 
the  toAvnship  commissioners  may,  by  a ma.jority  vote,  accept  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  snbject  of  the  shade  tree 
commission,  and  thereafter  the  park  commission  shall  have  all  the 
powers  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  prescribed  by  this  article  for 
the  shade  tree  commission. 

Section  3023.  General  Powers  of  Commission.  The  commission 

shall  have  exclusive  cu.stody  and  control  of  the  shade  trees  in  the 
township,  and  is  authorized  to  plant,  remove,  maintain,  and  protect 
shade  trees  on  the  public  highw'ays  in  the  township. 

Section  3024.  Hiring  of  Employes.  Legislative  Power  of  Com- 
mission. The  commission  may.  Avith  the  approA^al  of  the  township 
commissioners,  employ  and  pay  such  superintendents,  engineers,  for- 
esters, tree  wardens,  or  other  assistants,  as  the  proper  performance  of 
the  duties  devolving  upon  it  shall  require,  and  may  make,  publish  and 
enforce  regulations  for  the  care  and  protection  of  the  shade  trees  of 
the  toAAmship.  No  such  regulation  shall  be  in  force  until  it  has  been 
approved  by  the  township  commissioners  and  nntil  it  has  been  pub- 
lished at  least  twice  in  one  or  two  neAvspapers  of  the  tOAvnship. 

Section  3025.  Report  of  Commission.  The  shade  tree  commission 
shall  annually  report  in  full  to  the  township  commissioners  its  trans- 
actions and  expenses  for  the  last  fiscal  year  of  the  township.  The 
park  commission,  in  toAvnships  accepting  this  article,  may  incorporate 
such  transactions  and  expenses  in  its  regular  report  to  the  township 
commissioners. 

Section  3026.  Notice  of  Commission’s  Activities,  Planting  or 
Removal  of  Shade  Trees.  Whenever  any  shade  tree  commission  or 
park  commission  in  townships,  accepting  these  provisions,  proposes  to 
plant,  transplant,  or  remove  shade  trees  on  any  highway,  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  at  Avhich  such  work  is  to  be  considered 
shall  be  given  in  one  or  more  ]ieAVspapers  of  general  circulation  in  the 
township,  once  a week  for  two  Aveeks,  immediately  preceding  the  time 
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of  the  meeting.  The  notice  shall  specify  in  detail  the  highways  or 
portions  thereof,  upon  which  trees  are  proposed  to  be  so  planted,  re- 
planted, or  removed. 

Section  3027.  Landholders  Liability  for  Costs.  The  cost  of 
planting,  transplanting,  or  removing  any  shade  trees  in  the  highways 
of  the  township,  of  the  necessary  and  suitable  guards,  curbing,  or 
grading  for  the  protection  thereof,  and  of  the  replacing  of  any  pave- 
ment or  sidewalk  necessarily  disturbed  in  the  execution  of  such  work, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  real  estate  in  front  of  whose  prop- 
erty the  work  is  done. 

The  amount  each  freeholder  is  to  pay  shall  be  ascertained  and 
certified  by  the  commission  to  the  township  commissioners  and  to  the 
township  treasurer. 

Section  3028.  Notice  to  and  Collection  of  Costs  from  Property 

Holders.  Upon  the  filing  of  the  certificate  with  the  township  commis- 
sioners, the  township  secretary  shall  cause  thirty  days’  written  notice 
to  be  given  to  the  persons  against  whose  property  cm  assessment  has 
been  made.  The  notice  shall  state  the  amount  of  the  assessment  and 
the  time  and  place  of  payment,  and  shall  be  accompanied  by  a copy  of 
the  certificate. 

The  amount  assessed  against  the  real  estate  shall  be  a lien  from 
the  time  of  the  filing  of  the  certificate  with  the  township  commis- 
sioners, and,  if  not  paid  within  the  time  designated  in  the  notice,  a 
claim  may  be  filed  and  collected  by  the  township,  in  the  same  manner 
as  municipal  claims  are  filed  and  collected. 

Section  3029.  Procedure  Costs  Paid  by  Township.  Funds  for. 

The  cost  and  expenses  of  caring  for  such  trees  after  having  been 
planted,  and  the  expense  of  publishing  the  notice  provided  in  the 
preceding  section,  shall  be  paid  by  the  township. 

The  needed  amount  shall  each  year  be  certified  by  the  shade  tree 
commissioners  to  the  township  eommissionei’s,  and  shall  be  drawn 
against  as  required  by  the  commission,  in  the  same  manner  as  money 
appropriated  for  township  purposes. 

The  township  commissioners,  instead  of  levying  the  tax  authorized 
under  the  general  tax  levying  powers  of  this  act,  may  provide  for 
the  expense  of  earing  for  trees  already  planted  and  of  publishing  the 
notice  required  by  the  preceding  section,  by  appropriations  equal  to 
the  amount  certified  to  be  required  by  the  shade  tree  commission. 

Section  3030.  Penalties.  The  commission  may  assess  penalties 
for  the  violation  of  its  regulations,  and  of  this  article  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  shade  trees.  Any  penalty  so  assessed  shall  be  a lien  upon  the 
real  estate  of  the  offender,  and  may  be  collected  as  municipal  claims 
are  collected. 

Section  3031.  Disposition  of  Penalties.  All  penalties  or  assess- 
ments imposed  under  this  article  shall  be  paid  to  the  township  treas- 
urer, to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  shade  tree  commission,  subject 
to  be  drawn  upon  by  the  commission  for  the  purposes  of  the  i:)receding 
sections. 
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(\c,)  Forests 

Section  3040.  Right  of  Acquisition  of  Forest  Lands.  Townships 
may  acquire  by  purchase,  gift,  or  lease,  and  hold,  tracts  of  land 
covered  with  forest  or  tree  growth,  or  suitable  for  the  growth  of  trees, 
and  administer  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  .of 
Forests  and  Waters,  in  accordance  with  the  practices  and  principles 
of  scientific  forestry,  for  the  benefit  of  the  township.  Siieh  tracts 
may  be  of  any  size  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  may  be  located  within 
or  without  the  township  limits. 

Section  3041.  Approval  of  Secretary  of  Forests  and  Waters. 
Before  the  passage  of  any  ordinance  for  the  acquisition  of  land  to  be 
used  as  township  forests,  the  township  commissioners  shall  submit  to 
the  Secretary  of  Forests  and  Waters,  and  secure  his  approval,  of  the 
area  and  location  of  such  land. 

Section  3042.  Ordinance  and  Notice.  Whenever  the  township 
commissioners  deem  it  expedient  to  acquire  any  lands  for  forests 
they  shall  so  declare  in  an  ordinance,  Avherein  shall  be  set  forth  all 
facts  and  conditions  relating  to  the  proposed  action,  which  proposed 
ordinance  shall  be  advertised  once  a week  for  three  weeks  prior  to  its 
passage. 

Section  3043.  Appropriation  for  Acquisition.  All  money  neces- 
.sary  for  the  pureha.se  of  sucli  tracts  shall  be  appropriated  in  the  same 
manner  as  appropriations  for  townsliip  purposes,  and  such  funds  may 
be  provided  from  the  curi-eut  i-eveuue  or  by  the  proceeds  of  a sale  of 
bonds  in  accordance  with  existing  law. 

Section  3044.  Control  of  Forests  by  Secretary  of  Forests  and 
Waters.  Upon  the  acquisition  of  any  forests  or  lands  suitable  for 
forests,  the  townsliip  commissioners  shall  notify  the  Secretary  of 
Forests  and  Waters,  who  shall  make  such  rules  for  the  government 
and  proper  administration  of  the  same  as  may  be  neces.sary;  and  the 
.secretary  shall  publish  such  rules,  declare  the  uses  of  the  forest  in 
accordance  with  the  intent  of  this  article,  and  make  such  provision 
for  its  administration,  maintenance,  protection,  and  development  as 
shall  be  necessary  or  exjiedient.  The  rules  governing  the  administra- 
tion of  such  forests  shall  have  for  their  main  purpose  the  producing 
of  a continuing  town.ship  revenue  by  the  sale  of  forest  products. 

Section  3045.  Appropriation  for  Maintenance.  All  moneys  nec- 
essary to  be  expended  for  the  administration,  maintenance,  protec- 
tion, and  development  of  such  forests  .shall  be  appropriated  and  ap- 
plied as  is  now  done  for  township  purposes.  All  revenue  and  emolu- 
ments arising  from  such  forests  shall  be  paid  into  the  township  treas- 
ury, to  be  TLSed  for  general  township  purposes. 

Section  3046.  Use  of  Township  Forests  as  Outing  Grounds. 

Town.ship  forests  may  be  used  by  the  public  as  general  outing  or 
recreation  grounds,  subject  to  the  rules  governing  their  administra- 
tion. 

Section  3047.  Disposition  of  Township  Forests.  Procedure. 
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Ordinance.  Submission  of  Question.  Whenever  the  township  com- 
missioners deem  it  expedient  to  alienate  any  forest,  or  part  thereof, 
they  shall  so  declare  in  an  ordinance,  wherein  shall  be  set  forth  all  the 
facts  and  conditions  relating  to  the  proposed  action,  which  proposed 
ordinance  shall  be  advertised  once  a week  for  three  weeks  prior  to  its 
passage.  No  ordinance  shall  be  effective  in  legalizing  such  alienation 
until  it  has  been  approved  by  a majority  vote  of  the  people  at  the  next 
ensuing  election. 

Section  3048.  Appropriation  of  Moneys  to  Forestry  Organiza- 
tions. The  commissioners  of  any  township  may  appropriate  moneys 
from  their  respective  treasuries  to  any  forest  protection  association 
cooperating  in  forest  work  with  the  State  Department  of  Forests  and 
Waters,  or  to  be  expended  in  direct  cooperation  with  said  Department 
of  Forests  and  Waters  in  forest  work. 

ARTICLE  XXXI 
Zoning 

Section  3101.  Grant  of  Power.  For  the  purpose  of  promoting 
health,  safety,  morals  or  the  general  welfare  of  townships,  the  boards 
of  township  commissioners,  are  hereby  empowered  to  regulate  and  re- 
strict the  height,  number  of  stories,  and  size  of  buildings  and  other 
structures,  and  percentage  of  lot  that  may  be  occupied,  the  size  of  yards, 
courts,  and  other  open  spaces,  the  density  of  population,  and  the  location 
and  use  of  buildings,  structures,  and  land  for  trade,  industry,  residence, 
or  other  purpose ; and  may  also  establish  and  maintain  building  lines 
and  set  back  building  lines  upon  any  or  all  public  streets,  roads,  high- 
ways, lanes  and  alleys. 

Section  3102.  Districts.  For  any  or  all  said  purposes,  the  board 
of  township  commissioners,  may  divide  the  township  into  districts 
of  such  number,  shape,  and  area  as  may  be  deemed  best  suited  to  carry 
out  the  purpose  of  this  act ; and,  within  such  districts,  it  may  regulate 
and  restrict  the  erection,  construction,  reconstruction,  alteration,  re- 
pair, or  use  of  buildings,  structures,  or  land.  All  such  regulations 
shall  be  uniform  for  each  class  or  kind  of  buildings  throughout  each 
district,  but  the  regulations  in  one  district  may  differ  from  those  in 
another  district. 

Section  3103.  Purpose  in  View.  Such  regulations  shall  be  made 
in  accordance  with  a comprehensive  plan,  and  designed  to  lessen  con- 
gestion in  the  streets,  to  secure  safety  from  fire  panic  and  other  dangers, 
to  promote  health  and  the  general  welfare,  to  provide  adequate  light 
and  air  and  to  prevent  the  overcrowding  of  land,  to  avoid  undue  con- 
centration of  population,  to  facilitate  the  adequate  pi'ovision  of  trans- 
portation, water,  sewerage,  schools,  parks,  and  other  public  require- 
ments. Such  regulations  shall  be  made  with  reasonable  consideration, 
among  other  things,  to  the  character  of  the  district  and  its  peculiar 
suitability  for  particular  uses,  and  with  a view  to  conserving  the  value 
of  buildings  and  encouraging  the  most  appropriate  use  of  land  through- 
out such  township. 

Section  3104.  Method  of  Procedure.  Tlie  board  of  township  com 
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missioners  of  such  township,  shall  provide,  by  ordinance,  the  manner 
in  which  such  regulations  and  restrictions  and  the  boundaries  of  such 
districts  shall  be  determined,  established,  and  enforced,  and,  from 
time  to  time,  amended,  supplemented,  or  changed.  However,  no  such 
regulation,  restriction,  or  boundary  shall  become  effective  until  after 
a,  public  hearing  in  relation  thereto,  at  which  parties  in  interest  and 
citizens  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  At  least  fifteen  days’ 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  hearing  shall  be  published  in  an 
official  paper  or  a paper  of  general  circulation  in  such  towmship  of  the 
first  class. 

Section  3105.  Changes.  Such  regulations,  restrictions,  and  boun- 
daries may,  from  time  to  time,  be  amended,  supplemented,  changed, 
modified,  or  repealed.  In  case,  however,  of  a protest  against  such 
change,  signed  by  the  owners  of  twenty  per  centum  or  more,  either  of 
the  area  of  the  lots  included  in  such  proposed  change,  or  of  those  im- 
mediately adjacent  in  the  rear  thereof  extending  one  hundred  feet 
therefrom,  or  of  those  directly  opposite  thereto  extending  one  hundred 
feet  from  the  street  frontage  of  such  opposite  lots,  such  amendment 
shall  not  become  effective  except  by  the  favorable  vote  of  three-fourths 
of  all  the  members  of  the  board  of  township  commissioners  of  such 
township.  The  provisions  of  the  previous  section  relative  to  public 
hearings  and  official  notice  shall  apply  ecpially  to  all  changes  or 
amendments. 

Section  3106.  Zoning  Commission.  In  order  to  avail  itself  of 
the  powers  conferred  by  this  article,  the  board  of  township  commis- 
sioners, shall  appoint  a commission  of  five  citizens,  to  be  known  as 
the  Zoning  Commission,  to  recommend  the  boundaries  of  the  various 
original  districts  and  appropriate  regulations  to  be  enforced  therein. 
Such  commission  shall  make  a preliminary  report  and  hold  public 
hearings  thereon  before  submitting  its  final  report;  and  such  board 
of  township  commissioners  shall  not  hold  its  public  hearings  or  take 
action  until  it  has  received  the  final  report  of  such  commission. 

Section  3107.  Board  of  Adjustment.  Such  board  of  township 
commissioners  may  appoint  a board  of  adjustment,  and,  in  the  regu- 
lations and  restrictions  adopted  pursuant  to  the  authority  of  this 
article,  may  provide  that  said  board  of  adjustment  may,  in  appro- 
priate cases  and  subject  to  appropriate  conditions  and  safeguards, 
make  special  exceptions  to  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  in  harmony 
with  its  general  purpose  and  intent  and  in  accordance  with  general 
or  specific  rules  therein  contained. 

The  board  of  adjustment  shall  consist  of  three  members,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  designated  to  serve  until  the  first  day  of  January  fol- 
lowing the  adoption  of  the  zoning  ordinance,  one  until  the  first  day  of 
the  second  January  thereafter,  and  one  until  the  first  day  of  the  third 
January  thereafter.  Their  successors  shall  be  appointed  on  the  expira- 
tion of  their  respective  terms,  to  serve  three  years.  The  members 
of  the  board  shall  be  removable  for  cause,  by  the  appointing  authority, 
upon  written  charges  and  after  public  hearing.  Vacancies  shall  be 
filled  for  the  unexpired  term  of  any  member  whose  term  becomes 
vacant. 
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The  board  shall  adopt  rules  iu  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
any  ordinance  adopted  pursuant  to  this  act.  Meetings  of  the  board 
shall  be  held  at  the  call  of  the  chairman,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the 
board  may  determine.  Such  chairman,  or  in  his  absence,  the  acting 
chairman  may  administer  oaths,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses. All  meetings  of  the  board  shall  be  open  to  the  public.  The 
board  shall  keep  minutes  of  its  proceedings,  showing  the  vote  of  each 
member  upon  each  question,  or  if  absent  or  failing  to  vote,  indicating 
such  fact,  and  shall  keep  records  of  its  examinations  and  other  official 
actions,  all  of  which  shall  be  immediately  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
board  and  shall  be  a public  record. 

Appeals  to  the  board  of  adjustment  may  be  taken  by  any  person 
aggrieved,  or  by  any  officer,  department,  board,  or  bureau  of  the 
township  affected  by  any  decision  of  the  administrative  officer.  Such 
appeal  shall  be  taken  within  a reasonable  time,  .as  provided  by  the  rules 
of  the  board,  by  filing  with  the  officer  from  whom  the  appeal  is  takeUj 
and  with  the  board  of  adjustment,  a notice  of  appeal  specifying  the 
grounds  thereof.  The  officer  from  whom  the  appeal  is  taken  shall 
forthwith  transmit  to  the  board  all  the  papers  constituting  the  record 
upon  which  the  action  appealed  from  was  taken. 

An  appeal  stays  all  proceedings  in  furtherance  of  the  action  ap- 
pealed from,  unless  the  officer  from  whom  the  appeal  is  taken  certifies 
to  the  board  of  adjustment,  after  the  notice  of  appeal  shall  have  been 
filed,  with  him,  that,  by  reason  of  facts  stated  in  the  certificate,  a stay 
would,  in  his  opinion,  cause  imminent  peril  to  life  and  property.  In 
such  case  proceedings  shall  not  be  stayed  otherwise  than  by  a re- 
straining order  which  may  be  granted  by  the  board  of  adjustment  or 
by  a court  of  record  on  application,  on  notice  to  the  officer  from  whom 
the  appeal  is  taken,  and  due  cause  shown. 

The  board  of  adjustment  shall  fix  a reasonable  time  for  the  hear- 
ing of  the  appeal,  give  public  notice  thereof,  as  well  as  due  notice  to 
the  parties  in  interest,  and  decide  the  same  within  a reasonable  time. 
Upon  the  hearing  any  party  may  appear  in  person  or  by  agent  or  by 
attorney. 

The  board  of  adjustment  shall  have  the  following  powers: 

(1)  To  hear  and  decide  appeals  where  it  is  alleged  there  is 
error  in  any  order,  requirement,  decision,  or  determination  made  by 
an  administrative  official  in  the  enforcement  of  this  act  or  of  any 
ordinance  adopted  pursuant  thereto ; 

(2)  To  hear  and  decide  special  exceptions  to  the  terms  of  the 
ordinance  upon  which  such  board  is  required  to  pass  under  such 
ordinance ; 

(3)  To  authorize,  upon  appeal,  in  specific  cases,  such  variance 
from  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  as  will  not  be  contrary  to  the  public 
interest,  where,  owing  to  special  conditions,  a literal  enforcement  of 
the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  will  result  in  unnecessary  hardship, 
and  so  that  the  spirit  of  the  ordinance  shall  be  observed  and  sub- 
stantial justice  done. 

In  exercising  the  above  mentioned  powers,  such  board  may,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  article,  reverse  or  affirm,  wholly 
or  partly,  or  may  modify  the  order,  requirement,  decision,  or  deter- 
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mination  appealed  from,  and  may  make  such  order,  requirement,  de- 
cision, or  determination  as  ought  to  be  made,  and,  to  that  end,  shall 
have  all  the  powers  of  the  officer  from  whom  the  appeal  is  taken. 

Any  person  or  persons,  jointly  or  severally,  aggrieved  by  any  de- 
cision of  the  board  of  adjustment,  or  any  taxpayer,  or  any  officer, 
department,  board,  or  bureau  of  the  township,  may  present  to  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  a petition,  duly  verified,  setting 
forth  that  such  decision  is  illegal  in  whole  or  in  part,  specifying  the 
grounds  of  the  illegality.  Such  petition  shall  be  presented  to  the 
court  within  thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  the  decision  in  the  office 
of  the  board. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  such  petition,  the  court  may  allow  an 
appeal,  directed  to  the  board  of  adjustment,  to  review  such  decisions 
of  the  board  of  adjustment,  and  shall  prescribe  therein  the  time  within 
which  a return  thereto  must  be  made  and  served  upon  the  relator’s 
attorney,  which  shall  not  be  less  than  ten  days,  and  may  be  extended 
by  the  court.  The  allowance  of  the  writ  shall  not  stay  proceedings 
upon  the  decision  appealed  from,  but  the  court  may,  on  application, 
on  notice  to  the  board,  and  on  due  cause  shown,  grant  a restraining 
order. 

The  board  of  adjustment  shall  not  be  required  to  return  the 
original  papers  acted  upon  by  it,  but  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  return 
certified  or  sworn  copies  thereof,  or  of  such  portions  thereof,  as  may 
be  called  for  by  such  writ.  The  return  shall  concisely  set  forth  such 
other  facts  as  may  be  pertinent  and  material  to  show  the  groxinds  of 
the  decision  appealed  from  and  shall  be  verified. 

If,  upon  the  hearing,  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  that  testimony 
is  necessary  for  the  proper  disposition  of  the  matter,  it  may  take 
evidence,  or  appoint  a referee  to  take  such  evidence  as  it  may  direct 
and  report  the  same  to  the  court  with  his  findings  of  fact  and  con- 
clusions of  law,  which  shall  constitute  a part  of  the  proceedings  upon 
which  the  determination  of  the  court  shall  be  made.  The  court  may 
reverse  or  affirm,  wholly  or  partly,  or  may  modify  the  decision  brought 
up  for  review. 

Costs  shall  not  be  allowed  against  the  board,  unless  it  shall  appear 
to  the  court  that  it  acted  with  gross  negligence  or  in  bad  faith  or  with 
malice  in  making  the  decision  appealed  from. 

All  issues  in  any  proceedings  under  this  section  shall  have  prefer- 
ence over  all  other  civil  actions  and  proceedings. 

Section  3108.  Remedies.  In  case  any  building,  or  structure  is 
erected,  constructed,  reconstructed,  altered,  repaired,  converted,  or 
maintained,  or  any  building,  structure,  or  land  is  used  in  violation 
of  this  article  or  of  any  ordinance  or  other  regulation  made  under 
authority  conferred  hereby,  the  proper  local  authorities  of  the  town- 
ship, in  addition  to  other  remedies,  may  institute  any  appropriate 
action  or  proceedings  to  prevent  such  unlawful  erection,  construction, 
reconstruction,  alteration,  repair,  conversion,  maintenance,  or  use, 
to  restrain,  correct,  or  abate  such  violation,  to  prevent  the  occupancy 
of  said  building,  structure,  or  land,  or  to  prevent  any  illegal  act,  con- 
duct, business,  or  use  in  or  about  such  premises. 
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Section  3109.  Conflict  With  Other  Lhws.  Whenever  the  regula- 
tions made  under  authority  of  this  act  require  a greater  width  or  size 
of  yards,  courts,  or  other  open  spaces,  or  require  a lower  lieight  of 
buildings  or  less  number  of  stories,  or  require  a greater  percentage 
of  lot  to  be  left  unoccupied,  or  iui])ose  other  higher  standards  than 
are  required  in  any  other  statute  or  local  ordinance  or  regulation,  the 
])rovisions  of  tlie  regulations  made  under  authority  of  this  article 
shall  govern.  Wherever  the  provisions  of  any  other  statute  or  local 
ordinance  or  regulation  require  a greater  width  or  size  of  yards, 
courts,  or  other  open  spaces,  or  require  a lower  height  of  building  or 
a less  number  of  stories,  or  require  a greater  percentage  of  lot  to  be 
left  vinoccupied,  or  impose  other  higher  standards  than  are  required 
by  the  regulations  made  under  authority  of  this  article,  the  pro- 
visions of  such  statute  or  local  ordinance  or  regulation  shall  govern. 

Section  3110.  Act  Not  to  Apply  to  Certain  Buildings  of  Public 
Service  Corporations.  This  article  shall  not  apply  to  any  existing 
or  proposed  building,  or  extension  thereof,  used  or  to  be  used  by 
public  service  corporations,  if,  upon  petition  of  the  corporation  the 
Public  Service  Commission  shall,  after  a public  hearing,  decide  that 
the  present  or  propased  situation  of  the  building  in  question  is  reason- 
ably necessary  for  the  convenience  or  Avelfare  of  tho  public. 

ARTICLE  XXXIT 
Township  Planning  Commission 

Section  3201.  Power  to  Create  Planning  Commission.  Residence 
of  Commissioners.  Employes.  Rules  and  Regulations.  The  township 
commissioners  may  create  by  ordinance  and  appoint  a Planning  Com- 
mission, consisting  of  five  persons.  In  the  first  instance,  one  member 
of  said  commission  shall  be  appointed  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years, 
one  for  three  years,  one  for  four  years,  and  one  for  five  years,  and 
annually  thereafter  a member  of  said  commission  shall  be  appointed 
for  a term  of  five  years.  An  appointment  to  fill  a vacancy  .shall  be 
for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term.  All  members  of  the  commis- 
sion shall  reside  within  the  zone  of  jurLsdiction  of  said  commission, 
as  hereinafter  defined.  The  Planning  Commission  may  make  and 
alter  rules  and  regulations  for  their  own  organization  and  procedure, 
consistent  with  the  ordinances  of  the  townshij)  and  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth.  They  shall  serve  Avithoiit  compensation,  and  make 
annually  to  the  tOAvnship  commissioners  a report  of  their  transactions. 
The  Planning  Commission  may,  Avith  the  consent  of  the  townshij)  com- 
missioners, employ  engineers  and  other  persons,  Avhose  salaries  and 
Avages,  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  the  commission,  shall  be  pro- 
Auded  for  through  proper  appropriation  by  the  tOAvnship  commissioners. 

Section  3202.  Commission  to  Receive  Copies  of  Certain  Ordi- 
nances. Action  of  Commission  Thereon.  The  toAvnsIiip  secretary  shall, 
upon  introduction,  furnish  to  the  Planning  Commission,  for  its  con- 
sideration, a copy  of  all  ordinances  and  bills,  and  all  amendments 
thereto,  relating  to  the  location  of  any  public  building  of  the  town- 
ship ; and  to  the  location,  extension,  widening,  narroAving,  enlarge- 
ment, ornamentation,  and  parking  of  any  street,  boulcA-ard,  parkAvay, 
park,  playground,  or  other  public  ground ; and  to  the  relocation,  va- 
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cation,  curtailment,  changes  of  use,  or  any  other  alteration  of  the 
township  plan,  with  relation  to  any  of  the  same;  and  to  the  location 
of  any  bridge,  tunnel,  and  subway,  or  any  surface,  underground,  or 
elevated  lailway.  Tlie  said  commLs.sion  shall  have  the  power  to  dis- 
approve any  of  the  said  ordinances,  bills,  or  amendments,  which  dis- 
approval, however,  must  be  communicated  to  the  township  commis- 
sioners in  -writing  within  ten  days  from  the  introduction  of  said 
ordinances;  but  such  disapi)roval  shall  not  operate  as  a veto. 

Section  3203.  Preparation  of  Maps  and  Recommendations.  The 

Township  Planning  Commission  may  make  or  cause  to  be  made,  and 
lay  before  the  township  commissioners,  and  at  its  discretion  cause  to 
be  published,  maps  of  the  township  or  any  portion  thereof,  including 
territory  extending  three  miles  beyond  the  township  limits,  showing 
the  streets,  and  highways  and  other  natural  and  artificial  features, 
and  also  locations  proposed  by  it  for  any  new  public  buildings,  civic 
centre,  street,  parkway,  park,  playground,  or  any  other  public  ground 
or  public  improvement,  or  any  widening,  extension,  or  relocation  of 
the  same,  or  any  change  in  the  to-wnship  plan  by  it  deemed  ad-visable ; 
and  it  may  make  recommendations  to  the  township  commissioners, 
from  time  to  time,  concerning  any  such  matters  and  things  aforesaid, 
for  action ; and,  in  so  doing,  have  regard  for  the  present  conditions 
and  future  needs  and  growth  of  the  township  and  the  distribution  and 
relative  location  of  all  the  principal  and  other  streets  and  railways, 
waterways,  and  all  other  means  of  public  travel  and  business  com- 
munications, as  well  as  the  distribution  and  relative  location  of  all 
])nblic  buildings,  pnblie  grounds,  and  open  spaces  devoted  to  public 
use.  ill 

Section  3204.  Recommendations  of  Commission.  The  Planning 
(Commission  may  make  recommendations  to  any  public  authorities, 
or  any  corporations  or  individuals  in  the  township,  with  respect  to  the 
location  of  any  buildings,  structxires,  or  works,  to  be  erected  or  con- 
structed by  them. 

Section  3205.  Plans  and  Plots.  Jurisdiction  of  Commission  in 
Certain  Cases.  All  plans,  plots,  or  re-plots  of  lands  laid  out  in  build- 
ing lots,  and  the  streets,  alleys,  or  other  portions  of  the  same  intended 
to  be  dedicated  to  public  use,  or  for  the  use  of  purchasers  or  o-wners 
of  lots  fronting  thereon  or  adjacent  thereto,  and  located  within  the 
township  limits,  or  for  a distance  of  three  miles  outside  thereof,  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  Planning  Commission  and  approved  by  it  before 
it  shall  be  recorded.  It  shall  ])e  unlawful  to  receive  or  record  such 
plan  in  any  public  office  unless  the  same  shall  bear  thereon,  by  en- 
dorsement or  otherwise,  the  approval  of  the  Planning  Commission.  The 
disapproval  of  any  siich  plan  by  the  Planning  Commission  shall  be 
deemed  a refiisal  of  the  proposed  dedication  shown  thereon.  The  ap- 
])roval  of  the  commission  shall  be  deemed  an  acceptance  of  the  proposed 
dedication ; but  shall  not  impose  any  duty  upon  the  township  concern- 
ing the  maintenance  or  improvement  of  any  such  dedicated  parts,  un- 
til the  township  commissioners  shall  have  made  actual  appropriation 
of  the  same  by  entry,  use,  or  improvement.  No  sewer,  water,  or  gas- 
main,  or  pipes,  oi’  other  improvement,  shall  be  voted  or  made  -within 
the  area  under  the  jurisdiction  of  said  commission,  for  the  use  of 
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any  such  purchasers  or  owners ; nor  shall  any  permit  for  connection 
with  or  other  use  of  any  such  improvement  existing,  or  for  any  other 
reason  made,  be  given  to  any  such  purchasers  or  owners  until  such  plan 
is  so  approved.  Where  the  jurisdictional  limit  of  three  miles  outside 
of  the  township  limits,  as  provided  in  this  section,  may  conflict  with 
the  zone  of  similar  character  connected  with  another  township  or  city, 
the  jurisdiction  of  said  commission  shall  extend  only  to  the  point 
equidistant  between  the  township  and  city. 

Section  3206.  Power  to  Confer  Planning  Commission  Powers  on 
Other  Bodies.  Eligibility  of  Members,  it  shall  be  proper  for  town- 
ships to  provide,  by  ordinance,  for  the  exercise  of  all  rights  and 
powers  herein  conferred  upon  the  Planning  Commission,  by  a park 
commission,  or  kindred  municipal  bureau  or  commission,  authorized 
under  existing  laws.  And  no  person  holding  office  under  the  govern- 
ment of  any  of  the  townships,  except  the  township  eommissionei-s,  shall 
be  ineligible  to  serve  as  a member  of  the  Planning  Commission. 

ARTICLE  XXXIII 
Enforcement  op  Ordinances 

Section  3301.  Proceedings  for  Violation  of  Township  Ordinances. 

All  proceedings  for  the  violation  of  township  ordinances,  and  for 
the  collection  of  fines  and  penalties  imposed  thereby,  may  be  commenced 
by  warrant  or  by  summons,  at  the  discretion  of  the  justice  of  the 
peace  before  whom  the  proceeding  is  begun.  No  warrant  shall  be 
is.sued  except  upon  complaint,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  specifying  the 
ordinance  for  the  violation  of  which  the  same  is  issued.  All  ])roeeed- 
ings  shall  be  directed  to  and  be  served  by  any  policeman  or  constable 
of  the  township,  who  shall  execute  the  same  anywhere  within  the 
State  as  may  be  provided  by  law.  Warrants  shall  be  returnable  forth- 
with, and,  upon  such  return,  like  proceedings  shall  be  had  in  all  eases 
as  in  summary  convictions,  with  the  same  right  of  appeal  from  any 
final  judgment  entered  therein,  except  where  othenvLse  provided  by 
existing  laws. 

Section  3302.  Arrests  on  View.  Complaints.  When  any  person 
is  arrested  on  view,  a complaint,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  immedi- 
ately made,  whereupon  the  like  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  upon  a 
warrant  issued. 

Section  3303.  Disposition  of  Fines  and  Penalties.  All  fines  or 
penalties  collected  for  the  violation  of  township  ordinances  shall  be 
paid  over  to  the  township  treasurer. 

Section  3304.  Incarceration  of  Violators  of  Township  Ordinances. 
Collection  of  Fines  and  Penalties.  Any  person  arre.sted  for  the  viola- 
tion of  a township  ordinance  may  be  committed  to  the  township  lock- 
up pending  a hearing  or  trial.  In  case  there  is  no  suitable  lockup 
or  place  in  which  to  detain  prisoners,  the  person  arrested  may  be 
committed  to  the  county  jail.  No  person  shall  be  committed  pending 
a hearing  for  a longer  period  than  twenty-four  hours  except  where 
Sunday  intervenes.  Upon  judgment  against  any  person  by  summary 
conviction  or  by  proceedings  by  summons,  on  default  of  the  payment 
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of  the  fine  or  j)eualty  iiniiosed  by  said  judgment  and  the  costs,  the  de- 
fendant may  he  sentenced  and  committed  to  the  township  lockup  for 
a period  not  exceeding  five  days,  or  to  tiie  county  jail  for  a period  not 
exceeding  thirty  days.  Xo  fine  or  penalty  shall  exceed  three  hundred 
dollars  for  any  single  violation  of  any  ordinance.  In  case  the  defend- 
ant has  goods  or  property  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  out  of  w^hieh  said 
judgment  and  costs  can  be  collected  by  execution,  capias,  or  other 
process,  the  plaintiff  in  the  action  may  elect  to  proceed  to  collect 
the  said  judgment  by  such  proceedings. 

Section  3305,  Township’s  Liability  for  Costs  of  Prisoners  to 
County.  When  a prisoner  is  committed  to  any  county  jail  or  prison, 
either  for  the  nonpayment  of  a fine  or  penalty  imposed  for  the  viola- 
tion of  any  oi’dinance  of  a township,  or  while  awaiting  a hearing  upon 
any  charge  for  the  violation  of  any  ordinance  of  a township,  the  costs 
of  proceedings  and  the  ex]ienses  of  maintaining  such  prisoner  during 
his  confinement  by  ’\  irtue  of  any  .such  commitment  shall  be  paid  by 
the  township  whose  ordinances  were  alleged  to  have  been  violated  or 
to  which  any  such  fines  or  penalties  are  payable.  The  county  shall 
not  be  liable  to  the  sheriff  for  aiyy  maintenance  or  to  an}"  officer  or  per- 
son for  any  costs. 


AKTICLE  XXXIV 
Actions  Bv  and  Againsq^  Townships 

Section  3401.  Commissioners  to  Bring  and  Defend  Suits.  All 

suits  by  a township  shall  be  brought  and  conducted  by  the  township 
eommis.sioners.  In  all  suits  against  a township,  process  shall  be  served 
upon  and  defense  made  by  the  township  commi.ssioners. 

Section  3402.  Rights  of  Taxpayers  to  Inquire  Into  Judgments. 

Any  taxpayer  of  any  township  may  inquire  into  the  validity  of  any 
judgment,  or  ilefend  the  township  in  any  suit  or  judgment,  upon 
filing  a petition  with  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which 
such  suit  is  pending  or  judgment  exists,  accompanied  by  an  affidavit 
that  the  taxpayer  believes  that  injustice  will  be  done  to  the  township 
in  such  suit  or  judgment.  Whenever  it  is  deemed  necessary  the  court 
may  order  such  taxpayer  to  file  a bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to 
be  approved  by  court,  to  save  harmless  the  township  from  all  costs 
lliat  may  accrue  in  such  proceeding  subsequent  to  the  filing  of  such 
petition. 

Section  3403.  Appeals  by  Taxpayers.  Whenever  a judgment  is 
rendered  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman  against  any  town- 
ship, and  a right  of  appeal  is  given  to  such  township,  and  for  ten  days 
immediately  after  the  rendition  of  such  judgment  the  township  officials 
neglect  to  perfect  an  appeal,  any  taxpayer  of  such  town.ship  may  take 
an  appeal,  in  behalf  of  the  township,  from  such  judgment  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  within  the  time  prescribed  for  the 
taking  of  such  appeal. 

Section  3404,  Affidavit  and  Bail  by  Taxpayers,  In  taking  the 
appeal,  the  taxpayer  shall  make  an  affidavit  that  the  same  is  not 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  but  because  he  verily  believes  that  in- 
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justice  has  been  done.  The  taxpayer  sliall  pay  the  costs  of  the  appeal, 
and  enter  sufficient  hail  for  the  ])ayment  of  all  costs  before  the  justice 
of  the  peace  or  alderman  and  all  costs  in  the  court  of  common  pleas. 

Section  3405.  Taxpayers  Parties  to  Suits.  Upon  the  filing  of 
.such  appeal  in  the  court  of  common  i)lea.s  of  the  county,  the  taxpayer 
shall  be  made  a party  to  the  suit  and  shall  have  the  right  to  defend 
such  township  therein. 

Section  3406.  Recovery  of  Municipal  Claims  by  Suit.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  remedies  provided  by  law  for  the  filing  of  liens  for  the  eol- 
lection  of  municipal  claims,  townships  may  proceed  for  the  recovery 
and  collection  of  municipal  claims  by  action  of  assumpsit  against 
the  person  or  pei-sons  who  were  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  ju’operty 
at  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  improvement,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  there  was  a failure  on  the  part  of  any  such  township,  or 
its  agents,  to  enter  any  such  municipal  claim  as  a lien  against  the 
jiroperty  assessed  for  the  imiirovement,  and  for  the  recovery  of  which 
the  action  of  assumpsit  was  brought.  Any  such  action  in  assumpsit 
shall  be  conimen(*ed  within  three  ,vears  after  the  eom))letion  of  the 
improvement  from  which  said  claim  arises. 

This  section  shall  extend  to  all  municipal  claims  where  the  im- 
provement was  heretofore  made,  where  the  action  of  assumpsit  has 
been  instituted  under  the  provisions  of  prior  acts  of  Assembly,  and 
where  the  claim  is  not  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  affecting 
actions  of  debt  or  assumpsit. 

ARTICLE  XXXV 
Repeals 

Note:  The  specific  acts  and  sections  to  be  cited  for  repeal  are  not 
printed,  but  will  be  attached  to  the  bill  introduced. 
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EXPOSITION  SHOWING  SOURCES  OF  THE  VARIOUS 
PROVISIONS  OF  THE  PROPOSED 
FIRST  CLASS  TOWNSHIP  LAW. 

Note:  The  word  “Code”  as  used  herein  refers  to  the  Township 
Code  of  July  14,  1917,  P.  L.  840. 

Sec.  101  from  Sec.  1,  Code. 

Sec.  102.  New. 

See.  103  from  Sec.  2,  Code. 

Sec.  104  from  Sec.  3,  Code. 

See.  105  from  Sec.  4,  Code. 

Sec.  106  from  Sec.  5,  Code. 

Sec.  107  from  Sec.  6,  Code. 

See.  108  from  Sec.  7,  Code. 

Sec.  109  from  See.  9,  Code. 

Sec.  201  from  Sec.  15,  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L. 
104,  as  amended  by  May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  160;  April  1,  1905,  P.  L. 
97,  and  May  29,  1907,  P.  L.  305.  The  section  lias  been  redrafted 
since  classification  will  not  depend  alone  on  population,  but  a 
change  of  classification  requires  also  the  consent  of  the  electors. 
Sec.  205  from  See.  30,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  See.  1,  March  24,  1909,  P.  L.  56. 

See.  206  from  Sec.  31,  Code,  whieli  came  from  See.  2,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  March  24,  1909,  P.  L.  56.  This  section 
was  altered  and  Sees.  207  and  208  (new)  were  added  to  change 
the  existing  law  which  makes  the  transition  of  a township  of 
the  second  claas  to  a townsliip  of  the  first  class  mandatory  upon 
the  ascertainment  of  the  fact  of  sufficient  population.  Under 
the  terms  of  the  proposed  bill,  the  consent  of  the  voters  is  re- 
quired to  make  such  transition. 

Secs.  210  to  229,  inclusive,  provide  uniform  system  for  the  creation 
of  a new  township  of  the  first  class  by  either  (a)  the  division 
of  a township  of  the  first  claas  into  two  townships;  or  (b)  the 
consolidation  of  two  or  more  town.ships  of  the  first  class  located 
in  the  same  county ; and  the  adjustment  of  indebtedness  and 
organization  of  townships  affected. 

The  Code  provided  for  three  procedures : 

(1)  Designation  of  segregated  township  areas  as  townships  of  the  first 
class;  (2)  division  of  townships;  and  (3)  consolidation  of  townships. 
The  first  procedure,  being  very  apparently  a special  enactment  to  meet 
a given  situation  and  having  apparently  accomplished  its  ijurpose  is 
omitted.  The  second  and  third  are  consolidated  as  already  stated. 

The  existing  laAV  which  is  coA'ered  by  the  aboA^e  sections  is  as 
follows : 

Secs.  29a,  29b  and  29e  of  the  Code  as  added  by  A])ril  27,  1925,  P.  L. 
308  (omitted)  ; Sees.  40  and  41,  of  the  Code,  which  came  from  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537,  Sec.  42  of  the  Code  AA^hich  came  from  April  26,  1854, 
P.  L.  489,  Sees.  43,  45  and  46  of  the  Code  AA'hich  came  from  March  14, 
1857,  P.  L.  93 ; Sec.  44  of  the  Code,  which  came  from  April  24,  1857, 
P.  L.  304;  Sees.  50,  51  and  52  of  the  Code,  Avhich  came  from  April  22, 
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1905,  P.  L.  288 ; See.  55,  Code,  wliieh  came  from  Sec.  1,  April  4,  1907, 
P.  L.  44  and  See.  1,  May  8,  1876,  P.  L.  136;  See.  60,  Code,  which  came 
from  April  12,  1866,  P.  L.  109 ; Sec.  65,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  21, 
1927,  P.  L.  336 ; Sees.  66,  67,  68  and  69,  Code,  as  added  by  amendment 
of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  573,  Act  of  May  8,  1919,  P.  L.  130,  Act  of  April 
29,  1925,  P.  L.  359 ; Sec.  110,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  26,  1921,  P. 
L.  286,  and  April  20,  1921,  P.  L.  186 ; Sec.  115,  Code,  which  came  from 
April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  235  is  a consolidation  of  the  Acts  of  May  8,  1919,  P.  L.  120  and 
April  1,  1925,  P.  L.  359. 

See.  301  from  Sec.  95,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  1,  May  24,  1887, 
P.  L.  203. 

Secs.  302  to  307  inclusive,  consolidate  into  one  system  the  two  systems 
provided  for  in  the  Code  to  (a)  alter  the  lines  of  two  or  more 
adjoining  townships  (b)  cause  the  lines  or  boundaries  of  townships 
to  be  ascertained  and  established,  and  (c)  ascertain  and  establish 
disputed  lines  and  boundaries  between  two  or  more  townships  or 
between  townships  and  cities  or  boroughs.  The  Code  sections 
superseded  are  as  follows;  Secs.  70  and  71  which  came  from  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537 ; Sec.  72  which  came  from  April  26,  1854,  P. 
L.  489 ; Sec.  73  which  came  from  May  1,  1861,  P.  L.  539 ; Sees.  80, 
81,  82  and  83,  which  came  from.  June  3,  1893,  P.  L.  284;  See.  90 
which  came  from  Sec.  1,  April  4,  1907,  P.  L.  44;  Sec.  1,  May  6, 
1876,  P.  L.  136,  and  Sec.  3;  June  3,  1893,  P.  L.  284. 

Secs.  401,  402,  403  and  405  from  Code,  Sec.  33,  as  added  by  April  20, 
1921,  P.  L.  186,  and  amended  by  March  13,  1929,  P.  L.  22. 

Secs.  405  and  406  from  part  of  Sec.  34,  Code,  as  added  by  April  20, 
1921,  P.  L.  186,  and  amended  by  March  13,  1929,  P.  L.  22. 

Secs.  407  and  408,  new  and  apparently  necessary  to  provide  adequate 
machinery  for  the  election  or  appointment  of  township  commis- 
sioners when  (a)  a township  is  first  divided  into  wards,  and  (b) 
when  new  wards  are  created. 

Sec.  409,  new,  drafted  to  cover  provisions  of  the  amendment  to  Code, 
Sec.  34,  by  March  13,  1929,  P.  L.  22,  and  to  fit  the  penal  provi- 
sions thereof  into  the  general  law. 

Sec.  501,  from  Sec.  100,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  84,  April  15,  1834, 
P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  502,  from  Sec.  101,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  503,  from  Sec.  102,  Code. 

Secs.  504  and  505  from  Sec.  110,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  20,  1921, 
P.  L.  186 ; April  26,  1921,  P.  L.  286  and  April  30,  1925,  P.  L. 
399 ; original  Code  section  from  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as 
amended  by  June  1,  1915,  P.  L.  684.  The  sections  are  redrafted 
in  order  to  simplify  the  language.  The  provisions  relating  to 
elections  when  townships  are  created,  liave  been  incorporated  in 
Article  II. 

Sec.  506  is  new,  and  was  necessitated  by  increasing  the  minimum  num- 
ber of  commissioners  from  five  to  seven. 

Sec.  507  from  Sec.  Ill,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  April  27,  1909, 
P.  L.  187. 

Secs.  510  and  511  from  Sec.  115,  Code,  as  amended  by  May  13,  1927, 
P.  L.  1001.  The  Code  material  is  from  Sec.  4,  April  28,  1899, 
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P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  May  13,  1915,  P.  L.  303.  Matter 
referring  to  newly  organized  townships  carried  in  Article  II. 

Sec.  515  from  Sec.  120,  Code,  as  amended  by  Jnne  18,  1919,  P.  L.  501, 
Code  material  is  from  Sec.  5,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104.  Redrafted 
to  conform  with  existing  office  holders.  The  provisions  of  the 
Code  section  are  most  confusing. 

Secs.  516  and  517,  from  Sec.  121,  Code,  which  came  from  April  23,  1903, 
P.  L.  284.  Matter  referring  to  newly  organized  townships  trans- 
ferred to  Article  II. 

Secs.  525  and  526  from  Sec.  126,  Code,  as  added  by  amendment  of  May 
1 1929  P.  L.  1194. 

Sec.  530  from  Sec.  130,  Code,  which  was  from  Sec.  4,  June  3,  1911, 
P.  L.  628.  The  expiration  time  of  appointed  officers  in  this 
and  following  section  is  altered. 

Sec.  531  from  Sec.  131,  Code,  which  was  from  Sec.  3,  June  3,  1911,  P. 
L.  628.  Provisions  of  section  extended  to  include  controller. 

Sec.  532  from  Sec.  133,  Code. 

Sec.  601  from  Sec.  190,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  86,  April  15,  1834, 
P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  602  from  Sec.  191,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  May  25,  1907, 
P.  L.  225.  In  accord  with  April  26,  1923,  P.  L.  105. 

Sec.  603  from  May  13,  1927,  P.  L.  992. 

Sec.  604  from  Secs.  192  and  193,  Code,  which  came  from  March  22, 
1907,  P.  L.  27. 

Secs.  610  to  613  from  Secs.  195  to  198,  Code,  as  amended  April  4, 
1925,  P.  L.  125,  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  916,  and  April  28,  1927, 
P.  L.  482.  Code  sections  came  from  May  8,  1913,  P.  L.  159. 

Secs.  620  to  623  from  April  4,  1925,  P.  L.  126,  as  amended  April  21, 
1929,  P.  L.  339. 

Secs.  701  and  702  from  Secs.  210  and  211,  Code,  which  came  from  See. 
6,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  June  5,  1913, 
P.  L.  424.  To  See.  701  has  been  added  a clause  to  provide  for 
the  removal  of  township  commissioners  Avho  refuse  to  organize. 

Sec.  703  from  Sec.  212,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  See.  1,  June  1,  1915,  P.  L.  684. 

Sec.  704  from  Sec.  213,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  10,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  705  from  Sec.  214,  Code,  as  added  by  amendment  of  May  16,  1921, 
P.  L.  564. 

Sec.  801  from  Sec.  270,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  13,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104,  and  See.  5,  April  27,  1909,  P.  L.  198.  The  amount  of 
bond  required  is  reduced  one-half. 

See.  802  from  See.  271,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  14,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  June  7,  1907,  P.  L.  452. 

See.  803  from  Sec.  272,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  13,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104. 

See.  804  from  Sec.  273,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  April  27,  1909, 
P.  L.  198. 

Sec.  805  from  See.  274,  Code,  which  came  from  Sees.  1 and  2,  May  28, 
1907,  P.  L.  273. 

Sec.  806  from  Sec.  275,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  June  25,  1885, 
P.  L.  187,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  May  8,  1909,  P.  L.  474,  and  Sec. 
1,  Jnne  6,  1893,  P.  L.  333. 


144 


See.  807  from  Sec.  260,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  May  16,  1857, 
P.  L.  535. 

Sec.  808,  new.  Requiring  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  designate 
banking  institutions  as  depository  for  township  funds.  Requiring 
bonds  from  such  depositories.  Requiring  the  to^wnship  treasurer 
to  keep  township  funds  in  such  depositories  and  relieving  the 
treasurer  from  certain  responsibilities. 

Sec.  901  from  Sec.  300,  Code.  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  19,  April  28,  1899, 
P.  L.  104  and  Sec.  100,  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

See.  902  from  See.  301,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  1,  June  3,  1911, 
P.  L.  626. 

Sec.  903  from  See.  302,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  June  3,  1911, 
P.  L.  626.  and  Sec.  101,  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  1001,  new.  The  section  makes  the  toAvnship  auditor  an  individual 
or  firm  licensed  as  a certified  public  accountant  and  appointed 
by  the  court  which  shall  also  fix  the  compensation.  The  powers 
of  such  officer  are  practically  the  same  as  the  elective  officers 
under  the  Code.  The  following  sections  conform  Avith  such  changes. 

Sec.  1002  from  Sec.  326.  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Secs.  50,  51  and  105, 
April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  1003  from  Sec.  327,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  2,  May  3,  1909, 
P.  L.  392  and  Sec.  2,  June  9,  1911,  P.  L.  865,  as  amended  by  Sec. 
3,  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254.  The  right  to  surcharge  township 
officers  is  new. 

See.  1004  from  See.  328,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  See.  5,  May  3,  1909, 
P.  L.  392. 

See.  1005  from  Sec.  329,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  6,  May  3,  1909, 
P.  L.  392. 

See.  1006  from  Sec.  330,  Code,  Avhieh  came  from  Sees.  1 and  2,  April 
27,  1909,  P.  L.  261. 

Sec.  1007,  ncAV.  Provides  for  entry  of  unappealed  surcharges. 

Sec.  1008  from  See.  331,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  1,  Mav  31,  1913, 
P.  L.  394. 

Sec.  1009  from  Sec.  332,  Code,  Avhicfi  came  from  Sec.  3,  June  9,  1911, 
P.  L.  865,  as  amended  by  Sec.  4,  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254. 

Sec.  1010  from  Sec.  333,  Code,  AA-hich  came  from  Sec.  3,  June  9,  1911, 
P.  L.  865,  as  amended  by  Sec.  4,  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254. 

See.  1011  from  See.  334,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  2,  May  31,  1913, 
P.  L.  394. 

Sec.  1012  from  Sec.  335,  Code,  AAffiieh  came  from  Sec.  2,  April  21,  1915, 
P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  1013  from  Sec.  336,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  3,  May  31,  1913, 
P.  L.  394. 

See.  1014  from  See.  337,  Code,  AAdiich  came  from  Sec.  3,  June  9,  1911, 
P.  L.  865,  as  amended  by  Sec.  4,  Mav  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254,  and  Sec. 
3,  May  31,  1913,  P.  L.  394. 

See.  1015  from  See.  338,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  1,  April  21,  1915, 
P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  1016  from  Sec.  339,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  3,  May  31,  1913, 
P.  L.  394. 

Sec.  1017  from  SfHi.  340,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  6,  May  6,  1844, 
P.  L,  564. 
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See.  1018  from  Sec.  341,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  June  9,  1911, 
P.  L.  865. 

See.  1019  from  April  22,  1929,  P.  L.  630. 

Secs.  1101,  1102,  1103,  1104,  1105,  1106,  1107,  1108,  1109,  1110,  1111, 
1112  and  1113  from  Secs.  342  to  354  inclusive.  Code,  as  added  by 
May  1,  1929,  P.  L.  1194.  Tlie  requirements  as  to  the  bond  of  the 
controller  and  the  amount  of  his  salary  are  altered. 

Secs.  1201,  1202,  1203  and  1204  are  new.  The  sections  provide  for  the 
appointment,  bond,  powers,  duties  and  compensation  of  a township 
solicitor.  Patterned  aftei-  similar  provisions  in  tlie  Borough  Code. 
Secs.  1301,  1302,  1303,  1304,  1305  and  1306  are  new.  The  sections  pro- 
vide for  the  qualification,  appointment,  bond,  powers,  duties  and 
compensation  of  a township  engineer.  Patterned  after  similar  pro- 
A'isions  in  the  Act  of  June  27,  1913,  P.  L.  568,  Third  Class  City 
Law,  and  brought  in  accord  with  1921,  i\Iay  16,  649. 

Secs.  1310,  1311,  1312,  1313.  1314,  and  1315  are  new.  The  sections 
provide  for  the  adoption  of  a complete  system  of  real  estate  regis- 
tration in  townships,  supplanting  the  inadequate  system  con- 
tained in  Sec.  303  of  the  Code.  Patterned  after  similar  pro- 
visions in  the  Act  of  June  27,  191A,  P.  L.  568,  Third  Class  City 
Law. 

Secs.  1401,  1402,  1403.  1404,  1405,  1406  and  1407  are  in  the  main  new, 
establishing  a new  system  for  the  appointment,  control,  duties  and 
powers  of  township  police,  .superseding  the  system  provided  for 
in  Sees.  355,  356,  357  and  358  of  the  Code.  The  basic  provisions 
other  than  the  means  of  appointment  are  incorporated  herein. 
Sec.  1408  from  Sec.  1,  Julv  14,  1897,  P.  L.  266. 

Secs.  1409,  1410,  1411,  1412,  1413  and  1414  from  April  30,  1925,  P. 
L.  384. 

Sec.  1501  from  Sec.  380,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  April  15,  1834, 
P.  L.  537.  The  provision  as  to  contracts  is  carried  under  Article 
XVIII. 

Sec.  1502  from  See.  381.  Code,  which  came  from  See.  7,  April  29,  1899, 
P.  L.  104. 

Clause  I from  Clause  I,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  25,  1929,  p.  L. 
769.  Code.  Material  is  from  Clause  VIII,  Sec.  7,  Ai)ril  28,  1899. 
P.  L.  104.  The  period  of  advertising  ordinances  has  been  shortened. 
Clause  II  from  Clause  II,  Code,  which  came  from  Clau.se  IX,  Se(‘. 
7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  April  19,  1905, 
P.  L.  221.  The  fine  limit  of  penal  ordinances  is  increased. 

Clause  III  new. 

Clause  IV  from  Clause  XXV.  Code,  as  added  bv  April  21,  1927, 
P.  L.  337,  (No.  199). 

Clause  V from  Clause  III,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  V,  Sec. 
7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  bv  See.  1,  Julv  9,  1901, 
P.  L.  627. 

Claiise  VI  from  Clause  IV,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Clause  V,  Sec. 
7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  July  9,  1901,  P. 
L.  627.  LimitatioTi  of  time  of  incarceration  of  untried  prisoners 
added. 

Clause  VII  new. 

Clause  VIII  from  Clause  V,  Code,  which  came  from  Clatisc  V, 
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See.  7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  July  9, 
1901,  P.  L.  627. 

Clause  IX  new. 

Clause  X from  Clause  VI,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  V,  Sec. 
7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  July  9,  1901, 
P.  L.  627. 

Clause  XI  from  Clause  VIII,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  10,  1929, 
P.  L.  470.  Code  material  is  from  Sec.  10,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L. 
104,  and  Sec.  27,  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Clause  XII  from  Clause  XIV,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  I, 
Sec.  7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  May  24, 
1901,  P.  L.  297,  and  Clause  XV,  Code,  as  amended  April  30,  1925, 
P.  L.  407.  Code  clause  came  from  Sec.  1,  July  7,  1913,  P.  L.  671. 
Clause  XIII  from  Clause  XXII,  Code,  as  added  by  April  27,  1925, 
P.  L.  306. 

Clause  XIV  from  Clause  XVII,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  V, 
Sec.  7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  See.  1,  July  9, 
1901,  P.  L.  627. 

Clause  XV  from  April  1,  1925,  P.  L.  113. 

Clause  XVI  from  Clause  XVI,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1, 
May  1,  1913,  P.  L.  144 ; and  Clause  XVIII,  Code,  which  came  from 
Clause  V,  Sec.  7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1, 
July  9,  1901,  P.  L.  627. 

Clause  XVII  from  Clause  XIX,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1, 
March  18,  1909,  P.  L.  40. 

Clause  XVIII  from  Clause  XXIII,  Code,  as  added  by  amendment 
of  June  7,  1919,  P.  L.  424,  and  amended  by  April  29,  1925,  P.  L. 
368. 

Clause  XIX  from  May  11,  1927,  P.  L.  964. 

Clause  XX  from  Ju]y’l9,  1917,  P.  L.  1115. 

Clause  XXI  from  June  29,  1923^  P.  L.  949. 

Clause  XXII  new. 

Clause  XXIII  from  April  27,  1925,  P,  L.  305.  The  provisions  have 
been  broadened  to  include  all  fire  insurance  companies,  public 
liability  insurance,  group  insurance,  and  workmen’s  compensation 
for  firemen.  The  last  provision  in  accord  with  May  2,  1925,  P. 
L.  494. 

Clause  XXIV  is  new. 

Clause  XXV  is  new. 

Clause  XXVI  from  Clause  XI,  Code,  from,Sec.  7,  Clause  IV,  April 
28,  1899,  P.  L.  104.  Provisions  are  extended. 

Clause  XXVII  from  Clause  XII,  Code,  as  amended  by  April  6, 
1925,  P.  L.  153.  Code  material  is  from  Sec.  1,  June  25,  1913,  P. 
L.  561.  Section  extended  to  control  garbage  disposal. 

Clause  XXVIII  new. 

Clause  XXIX  new. 

Clause  XXX  from  Clause  IX,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  IV, 
Sec.  7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 

Clause  XXXI  from  Clause  VII,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  V, 
Sec.  7,  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  See.  1,  July  9, 
1901,  P.  L.  627.  The  right  to  license  has  been  added. 

Clause  XXXII  new. 
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Clause  XXXllI  froui  Clause  XllI,  Code,  whicli  eame  from  See. 
3,  April  28,  1876,  P.  L.  51. 

Clause  XXXIV  from  April  27,  1927,  P.  L.  460. 

Clause  XXXV  from  June  5,  1913,  P.  L.  419. 

Clause  XXXVI  from  Clause  XX,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1, 
June  25,  1895,  P.  L.  298. 

Clause  XXXVII  from  April  30,  1925,  P.  L.  371. 

Clause  XXXVIII  from  May  3,  1923,  P.  L.  136. 

Clause  XXXIX  from  May  5,  1921,  P.  L.  381. 

Clause  XL  from  Clause  XXI,  Code,  whieli  came  from  Sec.  1, 
March  15,  1909,  P.  L.  33. 

Clause  XLI  from  Clause  XXII,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1, 
June  20,  1895,  P.  L.  332. 

Clause  XLII  from  May  12,  1921,  P.  L.  544. 

Clause  XLIII  new. 

Clause  XLIV  new. 

Sees.  1601  and  1602  from  Sees  1 and  2,  Act  of  June  12,  1913,  P.  L. 

471,  as  amended  by  Sees.  1 and  2,  Act  of  April  7,  1927,  P.  L.  155. 
Secs.  1603,  1604  and  1605  from  Secs.  3,  4 and  5,  Act  of  June  12,  1913, 
P.  L.  471.  The  last  paragraph  of  Sec.  1603  is  new. 

See.  1606  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  June  12,  1913,  P.  L.  471,  as  amended 
by  Act  of  April  14,  1915,  P.  L.  114. 

Secs.  1607  and  1608  from  Sees.  7 and  8,  Act  of  June  12,  1913,  P.  L.  471. 
Sec.  1609  from  Sec.  9,  Act  of  June  12,  1913,  P.  L.  471,  as  amended  by 
See.  3,  Act  of  April  7,  1927,  P.  L.  155. 

See.  1610  from  Sec.  9A,  Act  of  June  12,  1913,  P.  L.  471,  as  added  by 
Sec.  4,  Act  of  April  7,  1927,  P.  L.  155. 

Secs.  1611,  1612,  1613  and  1614  from  Secs.  10,  11,  12  and  13,  Act  of 
June  12,  1913,  P.  L.  471. 

Secs.  1620,  1621,  1622,  1623,  1624,  1625,  1626  and  1627  from  Sees.  775 
to  782,  Code,  which  came  from  Act  of  April  17,  1905,  P.  L.  193, 
as  amended  by  Act  of  June  20,  1911,  P.  L.  1087.  Act  of  June  8, 
1907,  P.  L.  503,  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  19,  1911,  P.  L.  1036, 
also  supplied. 

Sec.  1701  from  Sec.  390,  Code,  which  came  fi'om  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 

27,  1909,  P.  L.  198,  which  supplemented  Act  of  April  28,  1899, 

P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  1702  from  part  of  Sec.  391,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  March 

28,  1929,  P.  L.  107.  Code  material  from  See.  3,  April  27,  1909, 
P.  L.  198,  supplementing  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 

See.  1703  fi'om  See.  392,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  3, 
1911,  P.  L.  626,  which  supplemented  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L. 
104. 

Sec.  1704  from  part  of  See.  391,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  March  28, 
1929,  P.  L.  107  and  Sec.  395,  Code,  as  amended  by  March  17,  1921, 
P.  L.  36.  Code  source  matter  from  See.  2,  Act  of  June  3,  1911, 
P.  L.  626,  which  supplemented  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 
Part  of  amendatory  matter  of  1929  eliminated  as  restrictive  rather 
than  broadening. 

Sec.  1705.  New. 

See.  1706  from  Sec.  394,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  4,  Act  of  April 
27,  1909,  P.  L.  198.  Penal  provision  as  to  treasurer  omitted. 


148 


!See.  1707  from,  part  of  Sec.  395,  Co(Je.  lii  accord  with  Act  of  April 
11,  1929,  P.  L.  518. 

Sec.  1708  from  Sec.  396,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  8,  Act  of  April 
28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 

See.  1709  from  See.  397,  Code,  as  amended  by  Acts  of  May  16,  1921, 
P.  L.  575,  May  7,  1925,  P.  L.  556  and  April  22,  1929,  P.  L.  625. 
The  Code  source  matter  is  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P. 
L.  104,  Sec.  1,  Act  of  March  18,  1909,  P.  L.  40,  and  Sec.  5,  Act  of 
May  31,  1907,  P.  L.  349,  and  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June  26,  1895,  P.  L.  324. 

Sec.  1710  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  4,  1927,  P.  L.  738. 

Sec.  1711  from  Sec.  398,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  March 
31,  1864,  P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  1712  from  Sec.  399,  Code,  which  came  from  part  of  See.  15,  Act  of 
April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  109.  The  limitation  to  first  day  of  June  is 
from  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  965. 

Sec.  1713  from  Sec.  400,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  11,  1921, 
P.  L.  482.  Code  source  matter  from  part  of  See.  15,  Act  of  April 
28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  1714  from  See.  401,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  11,  1921, 
P.  L.  482.  Code  source  matter  from  Secs.  1,  3 and  4,  Act  of  May 
20,  1913,  P.  L.  248.  The  forfeiture  clause  relating  to  the  township 
treasurer  is  eliminated. 

Sec.  1715  from  See.  402,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  11,  1921, 
P.  L.  482.  Code  source  matter  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  4,  1901, 
P.  L.  361.  Per  centum  penalty  after  expiration  of  year  is  removed. 

See.  1716  from  See.  403,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  16,  Act  of  April 
28,  1899,  P.  Ij.  104.  The  three-month  provision  is  eliminated. 

See.  1X17  from  Sec.  404,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May 
20,  1913,  P.  L.  248. 

Sec.  1718  from  Sec.  405,  Code,  which  came  from  part  of  See.  48,  Act 
of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  409. 

See.  1719  from  See.  406,  Code,  which  came  from  part  of  See.  11,  Act 
of  June  25,  1885,  P.  L.  187. 

Sec.  1801  from  Cl.  Ill,  Sec.  380,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act 
of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  1802  from  Sec.  393,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  June  3, 

1911,  P.  L.  262,  as  amended  by  See.  1,  Act  of  May  23,  1913,  P. 
L.  306. 

See.  1803.  New. 

Sec.  1804  from  Act  of  May  10,  1917,  P.  L.  158,  See.  1 of  which  was 
amended  by  Act  of  March  28,  1929,  P.  L.  106. 

Sec.  1805.  New'. 

See.  1806  from  Act  of  July  18,  1917,  P.  L.  1083. 

Sec.  1807  from  Act  of  April  22,  1927,  P.  L.  350.  Restrictions  in  this 
section  limited  to  the  township  alone. 

Sees.  1901,  1902,  1903,  1904,  1905,  1906,  1907,  1908,  1909,  1910,  1911, 

1912,  1913,  1914,  1915,  1916,  1920,  1921,  1922,  1923,  1924,  1925, 

1926,  1927,  1928,  1929,  1930,  1931,  1932,  1933,  1934,  1935,  1936, 

1937,  1938,  1939,  1940,  1941,  1942,  1943,  1944,  1945,  1946,  1947, 

1948,  1949,  1950,  1951,  1952  and  1953  composing  Article  XIX, 

include  a complete  system  for  eminent  domain  and  the  assessment 
of  damages  and  benefits  to  cover  all  eases  under  the  proposed  Code 
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in  whieli  sucli  riglit  is  exercised  and  such  procedure  necessary. 
Portions  of  the  provisions  herein  contained  are  taken  from  the 
numerous  and  varying  provisions  under  the  existing  Code,  others 
from  a similar  article  in  the  Borough  Code,  upon  which  this 
article  is  modeled. 

See.  2001  from  See.  625,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  16,  1921, 
P.  L.  634.  Code  material  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  May  23,  1913,  P.  L. 
348. 

See.  2005  from  See.  495,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  30,  1929, 
P.  L.  876.  Code  material  from  See.  1,  Act  of  June  7,  1901,  P.  L. 
516.  Power  included  to  vacate  unopened  roads,  and  connect  with 
roads  of  adjacent  municipalities,  as  covered  in  Sec.  511,  Code, 
which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  March  18,  1901,  P.  L.  51. 

Sec.  2006  from  Sec.  496,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  April 
5,  1849,  P.  L.  397. 

See.  2007  fi’om  Sec.  497,  Code,  whicli  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  .lune  7, 
1901,  P.  L.  510. 

Sec.  2008  from  See.  498,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  30,  1929, 
P.  L.  876.  Code  material  from  See.  1,  June  7,  1901,  P.  L.  510. 

See.  2009  from  See.  499,  Code,  Avhieh  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  June 
7,  1901,  P.  L.  510. 

Sec.  2010  from  See.  500,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  30,  1929, 
P.  L.  876.  Code  material  from  See.  2,  Act  of  June  7,  1901,  P.  L. 
510. 

See.  2011  from  Sec.  509,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  June  7, 
1901,  P.  L.  510. 

Sec.  2012  from  Sec.  510,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P. 
L.  666.  Code  material  came  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  June  13,  1836, 
P.  L.  551,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Acts  of  June  7,  1907,  P.  L.  452, 
and  April  13,  1927,  P.  L.  184. 

Sec.  2013  from  part  of  Sec.  660,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  28, 
1927,  P.  L.  493.  Code  material  from  See.  6,  Act  of  June  13,  1836, 
P.  L.  551,  and  See.  9,  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  and  Act  of 
April  1,  1925,  P.  L.  100. 

Sec.  2014  from  part  of  See.  660,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  28,  1927, 
P.  L.  493.  Code  material  from  See.  6,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L. 
551,  and  Sec.  9,  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  2015  from  Sec.  640,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  24,  1929, 
P.  L.  654.  The  portion  requiring  the  consent  of  the  towruship 
commissioners  is  from  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  635. 

Secs.  2020  and  2021  from  See.  850,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  May  13, 
1925,  P.  L.  673,  and  amended  bv  Acts  of  IMarch  22,  1927,  P.  Ij.  55, 
and  April  25,  1929,  P.  L.  769."' 

Secs.  2022,  2023,  2024  and  2025  from  Secs.  851,  852  and  854,  Cotie,  as 
added  by  Act  of  April  25,  1929,  P.  L.  769. 

See.  2030  from  See.  1,  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

See.  2031  from  Secs.  2 and  3,  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  Tj.  93. 

See.  2032  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

Sec.  2033  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

See.  2035  from  Secs.  1,  2,  3 and  4,  Act  of  March  17,  1925,  P.  L.  38. 
The  provisions  as  to  widening  roads  omitted  as  already  covered. 

See.  2040  from  Secs.  1,  2,  3 and  4,  Act  of  June  14,  1923,  P.  L.  801. 

Sec.  2045  from  Secs.  685  and  686,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
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May  5,  1911,  P.  L.  12'3,  as  amended  by  Act  of  July  11,  1917,  P.  L. 
777.  Costs  of  eiu’bs,  gutters,  sidewalks  and  retaining  walls  ex- 
empted from  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Sec.  2050.  New.  Drawn  after  similar  provisions  in  Borough  Code. 

See.  2051  from  Sec.  810,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June 
15,  1911,  P.  L.  982. 

Secs.  2052,  2053,  2054  and  2055.  New.  Drawn  after  similar  provisions 
in  Borough  Code.  The  provisions  of  Secs.  2050,  2052,  2053,  2054 
and  2055  were  covered  bj'  Secs.  550  to  565  in  the  Code. 

Sec.  2056.  New.  Covers  provisions  of  part  of  See.  564,  Code,  which 
came  from  Secs.  5 and  6,  Act  of  May  23,  1913,  P.  L.  348. 

Secs.  2060,  2062  and  2063.  New.  Drawn  after  similar  provisions  in 
the  Borough  Code.  The  subject  matter  was  to  an  extent  covered 
in  the  Code  by  Secs.  535,  536,  537  and  538. 

See.  2061  from  See.  810,  Code,  wdiieh  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  June  15, 
1911,  P.  L.  982. 

See.  2065  from  See.  695,  Code,  covering  provisions  of  Sec.  28,  Act  of 
June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

See.  2066  from  See.  696,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  29,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551.  The  provisions  as  to  viewers  is  changed. 

See.  2067.  First  part  new.  Last  two  paragraphs  from  Sec.  699,  Code, 
as  amended  by  Act  of  May  10,  1921,  P.  L.  427.  Code  material 
from  Sees.  32  and  67,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551.  Proviso  new. 

See.  2070  from  See.  830,  Code,  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of 
April  1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  2071  from  Sec.  831,  Code,  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of 
April  1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

See.  2072  from  See.  832,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  April 
1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

See.  2073  from  See.  833,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  2074  from  See.  834,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  April 
1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

See.  2075  from  Sec.  835,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  4,  Act  of  April 
1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  2078  from  Sec.  750,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  26, 
1897,  P.  L.  98. 

Sec.  2080  from  Sec.  735,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  16,  1921, 
P.  L.  554,  Code  material  from  Sec.  61,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P. 
L.  551. 

See.  2081  from  See.  737,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
23,  1909,  P.  L.  171,  and  Sec.  739,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1, 
Act  of  April  23,  1909,  P.  L.  171,  and  See.  69,  Act  of  June  13, 
1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  2083  from  Sees.  725  and  726,  Code,  as  added  by  amendment  of 
May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  564. 

Sec.  2084  from  Sec.  727,  Code,  as  amended  by  Acts  of  May  16,  1921, 
P.  L.  564,  June  14,  1923,  P.  L.  773,  April  29,  1925,  P.  L.  365,  and 
April  21,  1927,  P.  L.  337. 

Sec.  2086  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of  May  22,  1923,  P.  L.  315. 

Sec.  2088  from  Secs.  845  and  846,  Code,  which  came  from  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 
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Sec.  2090  from  Sec.  710,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  2091  from  Sec.  711,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

See.  2092  from  Sec.  712,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  2093,  from  Sec.  713,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  2094  from  Sec.  714,  Code,  wliich  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

See.  2095  from  Sec.  715,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  June 
12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  2096  from  Sec.  716,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  2,  Act  of  June 

12,  1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  2101  from  Secs.  670  and  671.  Code,  wlueh  came  from  Secs.  10  and 
33,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  2105  from  Act  of  April  4,  1929,  P.  L.  149. 

Sec.  2110  from  Secs.  672,  673,  and  674,  Code,  which  came  from  Secs. 

1 and  2,  Act  of  Mav  20,  1913,  P.  L.  267. 

Sec.  2115  from  Act  of  etune  20,  1919,  P.  L.  513. 

Sec.  2120  from  Act  of  May  1,  1925,  P.  L.  428. 

Sec.  2125  from  Sec.  820,  Code,  which  came  from  Act  of  Mav  28,  1907, 
P.  L.  287. 

Sec.  2130  from  Sees.  600,  601  and  602,  Code,  which  came  from  Act  of 
July  10,  1901,  P.  L.  637. 

Sec.  2201  from  Sec.  855,  Code,  Avliich  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
23,  1913,  P.  L.  348. 

Sec.  2205  from  Sec.  865  and  part  of  See.  869,  Code,  which  came  from 
Secs.  1 and  5,  Act  of  June  15,  1911,  P.  L.  987.  The  other  Code 
sections  on  this  subject  are  eliminated,  it  being  regulated  by  the 
Public  SerAuce  Commission  LaAA\ 

Sec.  2210  from  See.  890,  Code,  AA'hich  came  from  Sec.  31,  Act  of  June 

13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  2211  from  Sec.  891,  Code. 

Sec.  2220  from  Sec.  900,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  34,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  2221  from  Sec.  901,  Code,  Avhieh  came  from  Sec.  34,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551,  and  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  12,  1855,  P.  L.  220. 
Sec.  2222  from  Sec.  902,  Code,  AAdiich  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
12,  1855,  P.  L.  220. 

See.  2225  from  Sec.  910,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  June 
11,  1879,  P.  L.  146,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  15,  1911, 
P.  L.  970,  also  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  11,  1879,  P.  L.  146. 

Sec.  2301.  Ncaa'.  The  section  giA’es  general  authority  to  the  toAvuship, 
Avhich  was  in  part  covered  by  Code. 

Sec.  2302  from  Sec.  960,  Code,  AA'hich  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  June 
26,  1895,  P.  L.  324. 

Sec.  2303.  New. 

Sec.  2304  from  Sec.  1025,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  1,  1923, 
P.  L.  127.  Code  material  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  19,  1911,  P.  L. 
1066;  also  from  Secs.  1026  and  1027,  Code,  AA-hich  came  from  Sacs. 
3 and  3,  Act  of  June  19,  1911,  P.  L.  1066. 
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Sec.  2401  from  Sec.  1070,  Code,  wliieli  came  from  Clause  III,  Sec.  7, 
Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  24,  1901,  P.  L.  294. 

Sec.  2402  from  See.  1071,  Code,  wliicli  came  from  Clause  III,  Sec.  7, 
Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  See.  1,  Act  of 
May  24,  1901,  P.  L.  294. 

See.  2403  from  Sec.  1072,  Code,  'wliich  came  from  Clause  III,  Sec.  7, 
Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  24,  1901,  P.  L.  294. 

Sec.  2404  from  Sec.  1073,  Code,  Avhicli  came  from  Clause  III,  Sec.  7, 
Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  24,  1901,  P.  L.  294. 

Sec.  2405  from  Sec.  1077,  Code,  wliicli  came  from  Clause  III,  Sec.  7, 
Act  of  April  28,  1899.  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  24,  1901.  P.  Jj.  294. 

Sec.  24(36  froin  Secs.  1078  and  1080,  Code,  as  amended  bj^  Act  of  July 
9.  1919,  P.  L.  797,  and  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  641.  Code 
materia]  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  February  23,  1905,  P.  L.  22. 

Sec.  2407  from  Sec.  1079,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  16,  1921, 
P.  L.  641.  Code  material  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  February  23,  1905, 
P.  L.  22. 

Sec.  2408  from  Sec.  1081,  Code,  a.s  amended  by  Act  of  July  9,  1919,  P. 
L.  797,  and  Act  of  May  1(5,  1921,  P.  L.  641.  Code  material  from 
Sec.  3,  Act  of  February  23,  1905,  P.  L.  22. 

Sec.  2409  from  Sec.  1082,  (ilode,  as  amended  by  Act  of  July  9,  1919, 
P.  L.  797  and  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  641.  Code  material  from 
Sec.  4,  Act  of  February  23,  1905,  P.  L.  22. 

Sec.  2410  from  Secs.  1084  and  1085,  Code,  as  reenacted  by  Sec.  7,  Act 
of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  641.  Code  material  from  Feb.  25,  1905, 
P.  L.  22. 

Sec.  2415  from  Sec.  1086,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  May  11,  1927,  P.  L. 
966.  In  accord  with  Act  of  April  19,  1901,  P.  L.  82. 

Sec.  2420  from  Sec.  1095,  Code,  which  came  from  Clause  III,  See.  7, 

Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
May  24,  1901,  P.  L.  294. 

Sec.  2425  from  Sec.  1105,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  1,  1923, 

P.  L.  121.  Code  material  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  23,  1913,  P. 

L.  348. 

Sec.  2430  from  Sec.  1115,  (lode,  wliieli  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  May 
23,  1913,  P.  L.  353. 

Sec.  2431  from  Sec.  1116,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May 
23,  1913,  P.  L.  353. 

See.  2435  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  27,  1927,  P.  L.  410. 

Sec.  2436  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  April  27,  1927,  P.  L.  410. 

Sec.  2440  from  Sec.  1140,  Code,  which  came  from  Sees.  1 and  2,  Act  of 
May  1,  1909,  P.  L.  306,  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  15,  1911,  P.  L. 
966. 

Sec.  2441  from  Sec.  1141,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  1, 
1909,  P.  L.  306,  as  amended  by  See.  1,  Act  of  June  15,  1911,  P.  L. 
966. 

Secs.  2501,  2502,  2503,  2504,  2505,  2506  and  2507,  comprising  Article 
XXV,  and  proyiding  a system  for  the  collection  by  installments, 
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of  the  costs  of  improvemeuts,  are  new  and  are  drafted  generally 
from  similar  provisions  in  the  Borough  Code. 

Secs.  2601  and  2602,  comprising  Article  XXVI,  are  new  and  are  drafted 
after  similar  provisions  in  the  Borough  Code. 

Sec.  2701  from  Sec.  1180,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  6,  1925, 
P.  L.  156.  Code  material  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  9,  1915,  P. 
L.  70. 

Sec.  2702  from  See.  1181,  Code,  wliieli  came  from  See.  2,  Act  of  April 
9,  1915,  P.  L.  70. 

Sec.  2703  from  See.  1182,  Code,  whieli  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  April 
9,  1915,  P.  L.  70. 

Sec.  2704  from  Sec.  1183,  Code,  whieli  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  Api'il 
9,  1915,  P.  L.  70. 

See.  2705  from  Sec.  1184,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  April 

9,  1915,  P.  L.  70. 

Sec.  2710  from  See.  1205,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  1, 
1911,  P.  L.  541. 

Sec.  2711  from  See.  1206,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  1, 
1911,  P.  L.  541. 

See.  2712  from  Sec.  1207,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  10,  Act  of  June 

5,  1913,  P.  L.  445. 

Sec.  2801  from  part  of  See.  1220,  Code,  whieli  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act 
of  June  26,  1895,  P.  L.  324,  also  from  See.  1221,  Code,  as  amended 
by  Act  of  Maj’  16,  1921,  P.  L.  575.  Code  material  from  Sec.  2, 
Act  of  June  26,  1895,  P.  L.  324. 

See.  2802  from  part  of  Sec.  1220,  Code,  as  amended  bv  Act  of  April 

10,  1929,  P.  L.  469. 

Sec.  2803  from  Sees.  1222  and  1223,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  1, 
Act  of  June  10,  1901,  P.  L.  555,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
April  15,  1913,  P.  L.  66. 

Secs.  2804  and  2805  from  Sec.s.  1224  and  1225,  Code,  which  came  from 
Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  10,  1901,  P.  B.  555,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1, 
Act  of  April  15,  1913,  P.  L.  66. 

Sec.  2806  from  Secs.  1228  and  1229,  Code,  which  came  from  Sees.  3 and 
4,  Act  of  June  10,  1901,  P.  L.  555. 

Sec.  2901  from  Act  of  Maj’  24,  1923,  P.  L.  442,  as  amended  l)y  Act  of 
May  15,  1925,  P.  L.  642,  hut  the  form  of  the  law  has  been  changed. 
See.  2910  from  See.  1270,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  Mav 
17,  1883,  P.  L.  31. 

See.  2911  from  See.  1271,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  3, 
1915,  P.  L.  217. 

Sec.  2912  from  Act  of  May  14,  1925,  P.  L.  745. 

Sec.  3001  from  Sec.  1296,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401,  as  amended  by  See.  1,  Act  of  May  20,  1913,  P.  L. 
257.  The  subject  matter  other  than  parks  and  playgrounds  and 
the  right  to  dedicate  existing  public  parks  is  from  Sec.  1,  Act 
of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784,  as  amended  bv  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  11, 
1921,  P.  L.  484  and  See.  1,  Act  of  March  24,  1927,  P.  L.  56.  The 
lK)nd  is.sue  provisions  are  from  See.  6,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L. 
784  as  amended  bv  See.  5,  Act  of  Mav  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484,  and  See. 

6,  Act  of  March  k,  1927,  P.  L.  56.  ‘ 

Sec.  3002  from  Sec.  1297,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  May  3, 
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1909,  P.  L.  401,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  20,  1913,  P. 
L.  257. 

Sec.  3003  from  Sec.  1298,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401. 

Sec.  3004  from  Sec.  1299,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401. 

Sec.  3005  from  Sec.  1300,  Code,  wliich  came  fi-om  See.  2,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401. 

Sec.  3006,  from  Sec.  1301,  Code,  wiiich  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401. 

Sec.  3007  from  Sec.  1302,  Code,  wliicli  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401. 

See.  3008  from  Sec.  1305,  Code,  wliieh  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  401. 

See.  3009  from  Sec.  1295,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May 
3,  1909,  P.  L.  401.  Added  subject  matter  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  July 
8,  1919,  P.  L.  784,  as  amended  by  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  11,  1921, 
P.  L.  484  and  Sec.  2,  Act  of  March  24,  1927,  P.  L.  56. 

Sec.  3010  from  Sec.  3,  Act,  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784,  as  amended  by 
Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484,  and  Sec.  3,  Act  of  March 
24,  1927,  P.  L.  56. 

See.  3011  from  See.  4,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784,  as  amended  by 
Sec.  5,  Act  of  March  24,  1927,  P.  L.  56. 

Sec.  3012  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784,  as  amended  by 
See.  6,  Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  Ij.  484,  and  Sec.  7,  Act  of  March 
24,  1927,  P.  L.  56. 

Sec.  3013  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784,  as  amended  by 
Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484,  and  Sec.  5,  Act  of  March 
24,  1927,  P.  L.  56.  The  provision  permitting  joinder  of  school 
districts  is  dropped. 

Sec.  3020  from  Sec.  1330,  Pode,  wliicli  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3021  from  Sec.  1331,  Code,  Avliich  came  from  Sees.  1 and  2,  Act 
of  May  31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

See.  3022  from  Sec.  1332,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3023  from  See.  1333,  Code,  Avhieh  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  May 
31  1907  P L 349 

See.  3024  from  Sec.  1334,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  6,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

See.  3025  from  Sec.  1335,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3026  from  Sec.  1336,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3027  from  Sec.  1337,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  See.  4,  Act  of  May 
31.  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

See.  3028  from  See.  1338,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

See.  3029  from  Sec.  1339,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3030  from  See.  1340,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  6,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 
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Sec.  3031  from  Sec.  1341,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  May 
31,  1907,  P.  L.  349. 

Sec.  3040  from  Sec.  1355,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3041  from  Sec.  1356,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3042  from  Sec.  1357,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  April 
22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3043  from  Sec.  1358,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  April 
22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3044  from  Sec.  1359,  Code,  which  came  from  Sees.  3 and  5,  Act 
of  April  22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3045  from  Sec.  1360,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  4,  Act  of  April 
22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3046  from  Sec.  1361,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  April 

22,  1909,  P.  L.  124. 

Sec.  3047  from  Sec.  1362,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  6,  Act  of  April 
22  1909  P L 124: 

Sec.  3048  from  See.  1,  Act  of  April  26,  1923,  P.  L.  90. 

Secs.  3101,  3102,  3103,  3104,  3105  and  3106  from  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5 and 

6,  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  957. 

Sec.  3107  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  957,  the  first  clause 
of  which  was  amended  by  Act  of  April  17,  1929,  P.  L.  529. 

Secs.  3108,  3109  and  3110  from  Secs.  8,  9 and  10,  Act  of  June  29,  1923, 
P.  L.  957. 

Sees.  3201,  3202,  3203,  3204,  3205  and  3206  are  new,  and  are  modeled 
after  the  third  class  city  law  of  July  16,  1913,  P.  L.  752. 

Sec.  3301  from  Sec.  1381,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
10,  1901,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  3302  from  See.  1382,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
10,  1901,  P.  L.  551. 

See.  3303  from  Sec.  1383,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
10,  1901,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  3304  from  Sec.  1384,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  3,  Act  of  June 

10,  1901,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  3305  from  See.  1385,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  July 

7,  1911,  P.  L.  677. 

Sec.  3401  from  See.  1395,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  5,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  3402  from  See.  1397,  Code  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  March 

23,  1877,  P.  L.  20. 

Sec.  3403  from  Sec.  1398,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 

11,  1911,  P.  L.  208. 

Sec.  3404  from  See.  1399,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  May 
11,  1911,  P.  L.  208. 

Sec.  3405  from  Sec.  1400,  Code,  Avhieh  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May 
11,  1911,  P.  L.  208. 

Sec.  3406  from  Sec.?.  1 and  2.  Act  of  April  17,  1929,  P.  Tj.  527. 
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Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  ,in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  laws 
relating  to  townships  of  the  second  class  are  hereby  amended,  con- 
solidated, revised  and  changed  as  follows: 

ARTICLE  I 
Preuiminary  Provisions 

Section  101.  Short  Title.  This  act  shall  be  known,  and  may  be 
cited,  as  “The  Second  Class  Township  Law.”  This  act  shall  take 
effect  on  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
one. 


Section  102.  Definitions.  The  word  “township”  or  “townships” 
as  used  in  this  act  shall  mean  a township  of  the  second  class,  unless 
the  context  indicates  otherwise. 

Section  103.  Excluded  Provisions.  This  act  does  not  include  any 
provisions,  and  shall  not  be  construed  to  repeal  any  acts,  relating  to — 

(a)  The  procedure  for  the  collection  of  municipal  and  tax  claims 
by  liens. 

(b)  The  method  of  incurring  or  increasing  bonded  indebtedness, 

(c)  Election  officers  and  conduct  of  elections. 

(d)  Poor  districts. 

(e)  Boards  of  health. 

(f)  Public  schools  and  school  districts. 

(g)  Constables. 

(h)  Justices  of  the  peace. 

(i)  State  roads.  State-aid  roads,  and  private  roads. 

(j)  Township  reward. 

(k)  Validations  of  elections,  bonds,  ordinances,  and  acts  of  cor- 
porate officers. 

(l)  Free  non-sectarian  libraries. 

Section  104.  Saving  Clauses.  The  provisions  of  this  act  so  far 
as  they  are  the  same  as  those  of  existing  laws  are  intended  as  a con- 
tinuation of  such  laws  and  not  as  new  enactments.  The  repeal  by  this 
act  of  any  act  of  Assembly  or  part  thereof  shall  not  revive  any  act  or 
part  thereof  heretofore  repealed  or  susperseded,  nor  affect  the  ex- 
istence or  class  of  any  township  heretofore  created.  The  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  not  affect  any  act  done,  liability  incurred,  or  right  ac- 
crued or  vested,  or  affect  any  suit  or  prosecution,  pending  or  to  be 
instituted,  to  enforce  any  right  or  penalty  or  punish  any  offense  under 
the  authority  of  such  repealed  laws.  All  resolutions,  regulations,  and 
rules,  made  pursuant  to  any  Act  of  Assembly  repealed  by  this  act, 
shall  continue  with  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  such  act  had  not  been 
repealed.  Any  person  holding  office  under  any  Act  of  Assembly  re- 
pealed by  this  act  shall  continue  to  hold  such  office  until  the  expiration 
of  the  term  thereof,  subject  to  the  conditions  attached  to  such  office 
prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 
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Section  105.  Constitutional  Construction.  The  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  be  severable,  and  if  any  of  the  provisions  shall  bo  held  to  be 
nneonstitntional,  such  decision  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  any  of 
the  remaining  provisions  of  this  act.  It  is  hereby  declared  as  the 
legislative  intent  that  this  act  Avonld  have  been  adopted  had  such  un- 
constitutional provision  not  been  included  therein. 

Section  106.  Construction  of  References.  Whenever,  in  this  act, 
reference  is  made  to  any  act  by  title,  such  reference  shall  also  apply 
to  and  include  any  codification  wherein  the  provisions  of  the  act  re- 
ferred to  are  substantially  reenacted. 

Section  107.  How  Act  Applies.  This  act  shall  apply  to  all  town- 
ships of  the  second  class  within  the  Commonwealth  as  now  existing  or 
hereafter  created,  established  or  reestablished. 

Section  108.  Saving  Clauses  Where  Class  of  Township  Changed. 

Whenever  any  township  of  the  second  class  is  designated  a township 
of  the  first  class,  or  whenever  any  township  of  the  first  class  is  rees- 
tablished as  a township  of  the  second  class,  or  whenever  any  to^vnship 
is  divided,  all  liabilities  incurred,  rights  accrued  or  vested,  obligations 
issued  or  contracted,  and  all  suits  and  prosecutions  pending  or  to  be 
instituted  to  enforce  any  right  or  penalty  accrued  or  punish  any 
offense  committed  prior  to  such  change  of  class  or  division,  and  all 
resolutions,  rules  and  regulations  shall  continiie  with  the  same  force 
and  effect  as  if  no  such  change  or  divi.sion  had  been  made. 

Section  109.  Exception  as  to  Taxation.  This  act  does  not  pro- 
vide a complete  system  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  township 
taxes;  but  the  taxation  provisions  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
as  supplementary  to  the  general  local  taxation  laws.  All  acts  and  parts 
of  acts  relating  to  taxation  in  townships  of  the  second  class,  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  act,  in  force  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  which 
are  not  reenacted  or  s])ecifically  repealed  by  this  act,  shall  remain  in 
force  as  to  such  town.ships  in  the  same  manner  as  prior  to  the  passage 
of  this  act. 


ARTICLE  II 

Classification  and  Creation  op  Townships  op  the  Second  Class 
(a)  ClassificaUon  of  Town&hips 

Section  201.  The  toAvnships  now  in  existence  and  those  to  be 
hereafter  created  are  divided  into  two  classes.  ToAvnships  of  the  first 
class  shall  be  those  having  a population  of  at  least  three  hundred  in- 
habitants to  the  square  mile  which  have  been  heretofore  or  may  here- 
after be  created  toumships  of  the  first  class.  All  tovuiships  not  town- 
ships of  the  first  class  .shall  be  townships  of  the  second  clas.s.  A change 
from  one  cla.ss  to  the  other  shall  hereafter  be  made  only  as  provided 
by  this  act,  or  the  laws  relating  to  townships  of  the  first  class. 

(h)  CreaHon  of  Townahips 

Section  205.  Manner  in  Which  Townships  May  be  Created.  The 
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courts  of  quarter  sessions  may,  upon  the  presentation  of  petitions  as 
hereinafter  provided,  create  new  townships: 

(a)  Out  of  parts  of  two  or  more  to'Ruiships  of  the  second  class 
located  in  the  same  county. 

(b)  By  tlic  division  of  a township  of  the  second  class  into  two 
townships. 

(c)  By  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more  townsliips  of  the  second 
class  located  in  the  same  county. 

Section  206.  Petitions.  Petitions  for  the  creation  of  townships 
in  the  manner  hereinbefore  provided,  shall  be  signed  either  (a)  by  the 
owners  of  real  property  representing  at  least  twenty-five  per  centum 
of  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  township  or  each  of  the  townships 
affected  by  such  creation,  division,  or  consolidation,  as  the  case  may 
be,  or  (b)  by  registered  voters  equal  in  number  to  at  least  twenty-five 
per  centum  of  the  highest  total  vote  east  for  candidates  for  any  office 
in  the  township  or  town.ships  affected  as  the  ease  may  be  at  the  last 
preceding  municipal  election.  Such  petition  shall  be  sworn  to  and 
subscribed  by  at  least  three  of  the  signers,  (c)  Petitions  for  the  con- 
solidation of  townships  may  also  be  presented  when  signed  by  a major- 
ity of  the  supervisors  of  each  of  the  townships  proposed  to  he  con- 
solidated and  sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  at  least  one  supervisor  from 
each  such  to'wnship.  Such  petitions  shall  set  forth  the  name  of  any 
proposed  new  township,  and  shall  specify  the  reasons  for  such  creation, 
division  or  consolidation.  Each  snch  petition  shall  be  accompanied 
by  an  accurate  map  or  plot  prepared  by  an  engineer  showing  the  lines 
of  any  new  township  proposed  to  be  erected  out  of  parts  of  two  or 
more  townships,  and  the  lines  of  the  existing  townships  as  affected  by 
snch  creation,  or  the  lines  of  any  township  and  the  division  line  in 
case  where  a township  is  divided,  or  the  lines  of  the  new  township 
where  tAvo  or  more  townships  are  to  be  consolidated,  and  the  present 
diAusion  lines  between  such  toAvnships.  Where  natural  marks  are  on 
such  lines,  they  shall  also  be  shown. 

Section  207.  Confirmation  Nisi  of  Petition.  Notice  of  Filing. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  any  .such  petition,  the  same  shall  be  confirmed 
nisi  and  the  court  shall,  by  its  order,  require  such  notice  to  be  given 
by  the  petitioners  to  the  residents  and  supervisors  of  the  tOAvnships 
affected  as  it  deems  proper. 

Section  208.  Exceptions.  Confirmation  Absolute  of  Petition. 

Within  thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  such  petition,  any  taxpayer  of 
the  tOAAmship  or  toAvnships  affected,  as  the  case  may  be,  may  file  ex- 
ceptions to  such  petition,  questioning  the  sufficiency  of  the  number  of 
signers,  or  the  legality  of  any  signatures,  or  the  accuracy  or  sufficiency 
of  the  map  or  plot  attached  thereto.  The  court,  upon  the  filing  of  any 
exceptions,  shall  fix  a day  for  hearing,  of  which  such  notice  shall  be 
given  as  the  court  may  direct.  At  such  hearing  the  court  shall  hear  all 
parties  interested  and  their  witnesses.  If  the  exceptions  in  the  opinion 
of  the  court  are  sustained  and  the  court  deems  the  petition  not  amend- 
able, it  shall  dismiss  the  petition,  otherAvise  it  shall  confirm  the  same 
absolutely,  after  any  amendments  permitted  by  the  court  have  been 
made. 
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Section  209.  Elections.  When  any  petition  is  confirmed  abso- 
lutely, the  conrt  shall  oialer  an  election  held  on  the  question  of  the 
creation,  division  or  consolidation  of  such  township  or  townships,  which 
shall  he  held  on  the  day  of  the  next  genei’al  or  municipal  election  oc- 
curring at  least  sixty  day.s  after  such  order  of  court.  Such  election 
shall  he  held  at  the  regular  polling  places  in  the  township  or  town- 
ships affected,  as  the  case  may  he.  At  any  such  election  all  of  the 
(pialitied  eh'ctors  of  the  towmshi))  oi'  townships  affected  hy  such  creation, 
(livLsion  or  consolidation  shall  have  the  right  to  vote.  The  ballots  at 
any  such  election  shall  be  furnished  by  the  county  commissioners,  and 
the  question  to  be  placed  thereon  shall  be  framed  and  printed  on  the 
ballots  as  provided  by  the  election  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Section  210.  Notice  of  Election.  The  constable  of  the  township 
or  townships  affected,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  if  there  be  no  constable, 
then  one  of  the  supervisors  designated  by  the  court,  shall  give  at  least 
fifteen  days’  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  election  by 
posting,  not  le&s  than  six  Avritten  or  printed  handbills  in  public  places 
in  each  of  such  townships.  The  notice  of  election  sliall  contain  the 
reasons  for  the  creation,  division  or  consolidation  of  such  township  or 
tOAvnships  as  set  forth  in  the  petition  presented  to  the  court. 

Section  211.  Return  of  Election.  Decree.  Tlie  election  officers, 
after  the  polls  have  been  closed,  shall  count  the  ballots  and  certify 
the  nundjer  of  votes  cast  for  and  against  such  creation,  division  or 
consolidation  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  (quarter  sessions,  who  shall 
tabulate  aiul  compute  the  same  and  lay  the  result  before  the  court. 
If  it  shall  appear  that  a majority  of  the  votes  <;ast  in  .such  townshi]) 
or  in  each  of  the  towjiships  affected  are  in  favor  of  the  creation  of 
a neAV  township  or  the  division  of  a township  or  the  consolidation  of 
two  or  more  townships,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  court  .shall  order  and 
decree  the  nCAv  toAvnship  agreeably  to  the  name  and  lines  set  forth 
in  the  petition,  and  the  government  of  the  new  townshi])  shall  he 
organized  and  become  effective  on  the  first  Monday  of  January  suc- 
ceeding such  election.  If  a majoi-ity  of  the  votes  cast  in  any  such 
towmship  or  in  any  of  the  townships  affected  are  against  the  creation, 
division  or  consolidation  of  such  township  or  toAvnships,  no  further 
action  shall  be  had  upon  said  proceedings.  No  new  proceeding  shall 
be  considered  for  a period  of  two  years. 

Section  212.  Boundary  Monuments.  The  court  shall,  Avhen  con- 
sidered necessary,  cause  the  lines  of  anj^  such  new  toAvnship  to  be 
marked  with  stone  monuments  placed  at  inteiwals  not  exceeding  fifteen 
hundred  feet,  the  cost  thereof  to  he  paid  by  the  new  tOAvnship. 

Section  213.  Classification  of  Old  and  New  Townships.  The 

parts  of  a tOAvnship  remaining  after  the  dhosion  of  a toAvnship,  or  the 
parts  remaining  of  toAvnshi])s  out  of  Avhieh  parts  have  l)een  taken  for 
the  creation  of  a ncAV  townshi]),  shall  remain  toAvnships  of  the  second 
class.  The  neAv  township  created  shall  also  be  a toAAUiship  of  the 
second  class,  unless  and  until  by  subsequent  proceedings,  iji  accord- 
ance Avith  laAA'S  relating  to  toAvnships  .of  the  fir.st  cla.ss.  and  having  the 
required  population,  it  shall  he  created  a toAvnshi])  of  tin'  fii-st  cla.ss. 

Section  214.  Costs.  AVhen  a ncAV  towjiship  is  created  as  herein- 
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hefov(^  provided,  the  cost  of  the  proceedings  shall  he  paid  by  the 
nen  tovnship,  and  where  any  petition  is  dismissed  or  a majority  of 
tlie  electors  of  any  one  fir  more  towiisliips  shall  vote  against  the 
creation,  division  or  consolidation  of  any  such  township,  the  cost  of 
I lie  proceedings  shall  he  ]iaid  by  the  ]ictitioners. 

Section  215.  Property  Rights  and  Liabilities  where  Townships 
Consolidated.  ..Vfter  the  consolidation  of  two  or  more  townships,  the 
rights,  lU'ivileges  and  franchises  of  each  of  the  townships  and  all 
])ro])ert_\ , real,  t'crsonal  and  mixed,  and  all  debts  due  on  whatever 
account,  and  other  things  in  action  belonging  to  each  of  such  town- 
ships shall  be  vested  in  the  new  township.  The  title  to  real  estate 
vested  in  cither  of  such  townships  shall  not  revert  or  be  in  any  way 
impaired  by  reason  of  such  consolidation.  All  righhs  of  creditors  or 
liens  shall  be  preserved,  and  all  debts  and  liabilities  of  either  of  such 
townshijis  shall  attach  to  such  new  township  and  be  in  force  against  it. 

Section  216.  Adjustment  of  Indebtedness  when  Township  Created 
or  Divided,  (a)  AYhere  any  township  is  created  out  of  parts  of  two 
or  moi-e  townships,  or  where  a township  is  divided,  the  supervisors 
of^  the  ncAV  townshi])  and  of  the  existing  township  or  townships 
aft'ci'ted,  shall  make  a just  and  proper  adjustment  and  appoi-tionment 
of  all  pro]mrty,  both  real  and  jiersonal,  including  funds  and  taxes,  as 
well  as  indebtedness,  if  any,  to  and  between  the  new  township  and 
the  old  townshiri  or  towTiships.  In  making  such  adjirstment  and  ap- 
])oi’tionment  of  the  property  and  indebtedness,  the  new  and  the  old 
township  or  townshi])s  shall  be  entitled  respectively  to  share  in  a 
diA'ision  of  the  jiroperty,  indebtedness,  funds  and  taxes  in  proportion 
that  the  assessed  A'alnation  of  the  land  or  lands  remaining  in  the  town- 
shi]) or  townships  bears  to  the  assessed  valuation  of  the  land  in  the 
ncAv  township,  taken  from  such  township  or  townships.  The  adjust- 
ment and  apfiortionment,  if  made,  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  and 
duly  executed  and  acknoAvledged  by  the  supervisors  of  the  town- 
shijis  affected,  and  .shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county. 

(b)  In  case  the  su])ervisors  of  such  townships  cannot  make  such 
amicable  apportionment  and  adjustment  of  real  property  and  in- 
debtedness within  six  months  after  the  election  for  the  creation  of 
such  townships,  then  any  one  or  more  supervisors  of  any  of  the  tOAvn- 
ships  affected,  may  present  a petition  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
of  the  county,  setting  forth  the  facts.  Whereupon,  the  court  shall 
appoint  three  disinterested  commissioners,  taxables  of  the  county  but 
not  residing  in  any  of  the  toAvnships  affected,  Avho  shall  give  due  notice 
to  the  supervisors  of  all  of  the  toAvnships  affected  and  shall  hold 
hearings  and  make  a report  to  the  court,  making  an  apportionment 
and  adjustment  of  all  the  property,  funds  and  taxes  as  Avell  as  in- 
debtedness to  and  betAveen  the  ncAv  toAvushij)  and  the  existing  town- 
ship. stating  the  amount  of  indebtedjiess  that  shall  be  assumed  by  the 
ncAA'  tOAvnship  and  the  existing  toAATiship  or  tOAvnships. 

(c)  The  commissioners  shall  give  at  least  five  days’  notice  of 
ihe  filing  of  their  report  to  the  supervisors  of  the  toAvnships  inter- 
ested. Unless  exceptions  are  filed  thereto  Avithin  thirty  days  by  any 
toAvnship,  the  same  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  court  absolutely. 
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(d)  Any  sum  awarded  by  tlie  report  to  a township  shall  be  a 
legal  and  valid  claim  in  its  favor  against  the  other  townships,  charged 
therewith.  Any  property,  real  or  personal,  given  and  adjudged  to 
any  township,  shall  be  the  property  of  the  township  to  Avhich  it  is 
given  and  adjudged. 

(e)  The  commissioners  shall  be  allowed  ten  dollars  for  each  day 
actually  spent  by  them  in  the  ]mrformanee  of  their  duties,  together 
with  their  actual  necessary  exenses.  All  costs  aiid  expenses  of  such 
petitioning  shall  be  apportioned  by  the  court,  to  and  between  tlie 
townships  affected  as  it  shall  deem  ])roper. 

(f)  In  ease  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  report  of  such  commis- 
sioners, the  court  shall  dispose  of  the  same,  taking  testimony  if  deemed 
advisable,  and  the  decision  of  the  court  thereon  shall  be  final  and 
binding  on  the  townships  unless  an  appeal  is  taken  within  thirty 
days  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court  as  in  other  eases. 

(c)  ReestahUshment  of  Townships  of  the  Second  Class 

Section  225.  By  Special  Enumeration  of  Population.  xVt  any 
time  not  less  than  two  j'cars  before  the  time  fixed  for  taking  a de- 
cennial census  of  the  United  States,  whenever  twenty  or  more  free- 
holders residing  in  any  township  of  tlie  first  class  shall  iiresent  their 
petition  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  averring  that  the  township 
no  longer  has  a population  of  three  hundred  to  the  square  mile,  and 
.shall  give  such  security  as  the  court  may  prescribe  for  the  payment 
of  all  co.sts  and  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  any  proceedings 
had  upon  said  petition,  the  court  shall  appoint  a commissioner  to  make 
an  enrollment  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township.  The  commissioner 
shall  make  an  enrollment  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  township,  and 
make  report  thereof  to  the  court  at  the  next  ensuing  term.  Upon  the 
filing  of  the  report,  the  same  shall  be  confirmed  nisi.  This  confirma- 
tion shall  become  absolute  unless  excepted  to  within  Uventy  days  there- 
after, during  which  time  notice  of  the  said  filing  and  confirmation 
shall  be  advertised,  once  a week  for  three  weeks,  in  a newspaper  pub- 
lished within  the  county,  in  general  circulation  in  the  district  to  be 
affected.  If  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  report  within  said  twenty  days, 
the  court,  upon  consideration  thereof,  shall  confirm  the  report  or 
modify  the  finding.  After  final  confirmation  the  clerk  of  the  court 
shall  certify  to  the  county  commissioners  and  to  the  township  com- 
missioners the  finding,  as  shown  by  the  proceeding’s.  The  costs  and 
expenses  of  the  proceedings,  including  a reasonable  fee  for  the  com- 
missioner, shall  be  paid  by  the  petitioners  or  by  the  township,  or 
partly  by  each,  as  the  court  .shall  direct. 

If  such  report  as  finally  confirmed  shows  that  the  township  of 
the  first  class  has  less  than  three  hundred  inhabitants  to  the  square 
mile,  it  shall  become  a toAvmship  of  the  second  class  on  the  first  Monday 
of  January  following  such  ascertainment,  at  which  time  the  terms 
of  office  of  the  existing  officers  shall  cease  and  terminate,  and  the 
officers  appointed  by  the  court  as  hereinafter  pi’ovided  .shall  take  office. 

Section  226.  By  County  Commissioners’  Proclamation  Following 

Census.  The  county  commissioners  in  every  county  of  the  Common- 
wealth shall,  by  proclamation  i.ssued  prior  to  the  first  day  of  January 
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of  each  year,  designate  the  townships,  if  any,  wliich,  since  the  last 
preceding  proclamation,  have  been  ascertained  to  have  less  than  three 
hundred  inhabitants  to  the  srpiare  mile  and  to  be  townships  of  the 
second  class  in  accordance  with  the  last  preceding  section  or  from  the 
last  decennial  censTis  of  the  United  States.  The  governments  of  such 
townshi|)s  of  the  S(‘cond  class  shall  be  orgaiuzed  on  the  first  Monday 
ot  January  succeeding  such  ascertainmeid,  at  which  time  the  terms  of 
office  of  tlie  existing  officers  shall  cease  ami  terminate,  and  the  officers 
a[)puiidvtl  by  the  coui't,  as  liei-eiuafter  provided,  sball  take  office. 

Section  227.  By  Vote  of  Qualified  Electors.  A township  of  the 
first  class  may,  irrespective  of  population,  be  reestablished  a township 
of  the  second  class  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

The  board  of  commissioners  of  such  tOAvnship,  on  its  own  initia- 
tive, may,  or  within  fifteen  days  after  the  receipt  of  a petition  signed 
by  at  least  twenty-five  per  coitum  of  the  qualified  electors  of  such 
township  shall,  pass  a resolution  and  record  it  on  its  minutes,  sub- 
mitting the  question  of  whethei-  such  township  of  the  first  class  shall 
be  reestablished  a townshi])  of  the  second  class  to  the  (pialified  electors 
of  such  township. 

At  the  general  or  municii)al  election  occui-ring  at  least  ninety 
days  after  the  pas.s;ig(‘  of  such  resolution,  the  question  whether  such 
townshi])  of  the  first  class  shall  be  reestablished  a township  of  the 
second  class  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  the  township,  and 
the  county  commissioners  shall  cause  to  be  pidnted  on  separate  ballots 
to  be  used  in  such  township  at  such  election  a proper  question  framed 
in  accoi-dance  with  the  election  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  election  officers  shall  compute  the  votes  cast  at  the  election 
and  make  return  thereof  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
of  the  county  whei'ein  siich  township  is  situate,  who  shall  compute  the 
same  and  certify  the  result  thereof  to  the  county  commissioners  and 
the  board  of  townshi])  commissioners  of  such  township.  If  a majority 
of  the  votes  east  at  any  such  election  shall  be  in  favor  of  the  re- 
establshment  of  such  townshi])  as  a townshi])  of  the  second  class,  the 
government  of  the  township  of  the  second  class  shall  be  organized  and 
become  effective  on  tbe  first  Monday  of  January  next  succeeding  sucb 
election,  at  which  time  the  terms  of  the  officers  of  the  township  of 
the  first  class  shall  cease  and  terminate,  and  the  officers  appointed 
by  the  court  for  .such  township,  as  hereinafter  provided,  shall  take 
office.  If  a majorit}^  of  the  votes  east  at  any  such  election  shall  be 
in  favor  of  remaining  a township  of  the  first  class,  no  further  pro- 
ceeding shall  be  had  for  a period  of  two  years  after  which  proceedings 
de  novo  may  be  had. 

(d)  Officers  for  New  Townships 

Section  235.  AVhenever  a new  township  is  created  out  of  parts 
of  two  or  more  townships,  or  by  the  division  of  a township  or  by 
the  consolidation  of  towmships,  or  when  a towmship  is  reestablished, 
the  court  of  quarter  .sessions  shall  appoint  the  elective  officers  for 
the  new  townshi])  and  fix  the  polling  ])laee  or  places  in  such  new 
township.  The  officei-s  .so  api)ointed  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the 


169 


first  Monday  of  January  following  the  next  niiinieipal  election  occur- 
ring at  least  ninety  days  after  such  appointments.  At  such  municipal 
election,  an  assessor  and  a tax  collector  shall  be  elected  for  regmlar 
four-year  terms,  if  such  election  occurs  in  the  year  when  such  officers 
are  elected  for  regular  terms,  and  if  not,  then  such  officers  shall  be 
elected  for  terms  of  two  years  each  and  their  successors  shall  be 
elected  for  four-year  terms.  At  said  first  municipal  election,  one 
supervisor  and  one  auditor  shall  be  elected  for  terms  of  six  years 
each,  one  supervisor  and  one  auditor  for  terms  of  four  years  efieh. 
and  one  supervisor  and  one  aiulitor  for  terms  of  two  years  each. 
All  such  officers  .shall  take  office  on  tlie  first  Mondoy  of  January 
next  following  their  election. 

(e)  Ccrtifi,caie  of  Creation  of  Townships  to  he  FitrnisJicd  to  Slate 

Departments. 

Section  240.  "When  a town.ship  of  tlie  second  class  is  created  or 
reestablished,  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  (|uarter  sessions  shall  certify 
such  creation  or  reestabli.shment  to  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs 
of  the  Commonwealth.  The  clerk  shall  he  allowed  a fee  of  one  dollar 
for  his  services,  to  be  paid  as  part  of  the  costs  of  the  jiroceedings. 

The  clerk  of  the  court  of  (piarter  sessions  shall  also  certify  to 
the  State  Deiiartment  of  Highways  the  creation  or  reestablishment 
of  all  such  townships  within  thirty  days  after  the  establishment  of 
such  township.  For  each  such  certificate  furnished,  the  clerk  shall 
receive  a fee  of  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  to  be  paid  by  the  State 
Treasurer  upon  warrant  of  the  Auditor  (Teneral.  The  failure  or 
neglect  of  any  clerk  to  furnish  such  certification  to  the  Department 
of  Highways  shall  be  deemed  a misdemeanor,  and  u]ion  conviction, 
such  clerk  shall  be  seutenced  to  pay  a fine  of  not  more  than  fifty 
dollars. 


ARTICLE  III 

Township  Lines  and  Boundaries 

Section  301.  Center  Line  of  Navigable  Stream  as  Boundary. 
"Whenever  any  towiishij)  is  hounded  by  the  nearest  margin  of  any 
navigable  stream,  and  the  oppositi'  townshi|),  borough,  or  city,  ;is  the 
ca.se  may  be,  is  also  bounded  by  the  neai’est  margin  of  the  same 
stream,  the  middle  of  such  .stream  shall  be  the  boundaiy  between  such 
townships,  or  township  and  any  other  borough  or  city.  Nothing  con- 
tained in  this  .section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  any  local  or  special 
law  providing  to  the  contrary. 

Section  302.  Petition  to  Alter  or  Ascertain  Township  Lines  and 
Boundaries.  The  courts  of  quarter  sessions  may,  upon  the  presenta- 
tion of  a petition,  (a)  alter  the  lines  of  two  or  more  adjoining  tovui- 
ships  so  as  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  (1)) 
cause  the  lines  or  boundaries  of  townships  to  be  ascertained  and 
established;  and  (c)  ascertain  and  e.stablish  di.sputed  lines  and  bound- 
aries between  two  or  more  townships  or  betAveen  townshi])s  and  cities 
or  boroughs.  When  any  .such  ja-tilion  is  jn’cscnied,  1hc  conri  may 
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require  the  petitioner.s  to  file  a bond  in  a sufficient  sum  to  secure 
the  payment  of  all  costs  of  the  proceeding. 

Section  303.  Appointment  and  Report  of  Commissioners.  Upon 
application  hy  petition  to  the  court  for  any  of  the  purposes  set 
forth  in  the  last  pr(>ceding  section,  the  court  shall  appoint  three 
impartial  citizens,  one  of  whom  shall  be  a civil  engineer,  to  inquire 
into  the  prayer  of  the  ()etition.  After  having  given  notice  to  parties 
iutei-ested  as  directed  by  the  court,  the  commissioners  shall  hold  a 
hearing  and  vicAV  the  said  lines  or  boundaries;  and  they,  nr  any  two 
of  them,  shall  make  a i)lot  or  draft  of  the  line.s  and  boundaries  pro- 
jx)sed  to  be  altered  oi-  ascertaiiu'd  and  established  if  the  same  cannot 
be  fully  designated  by  natui-al  lines  or  boundaries.  The  conimis- 
sionei-s,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make  report  to  the  court,  together 
Avith  their  o])inion  of  the  same.  Upon  the  filing  of  any  such  report, 
the  same  shall  be  confirmed  nisi. 

Section  304.  Exceptions  and  Procedure.  Exceptions  to  any  such 
re[)()i-t  may  be  filed  by  any  per.son  interested  Avithin  thirty  days  after 
the  filing  of  the  rei)ort,  and  the  court  may  thereupon  fix  a day  for 
the  hearing  of  such  exeeidions,  of  Avhich  hearing  such  notice  shall 
be  given  as  the  court  shall  direct.  After  hearing,  the  court  shall 
liaA'C  poAver  to  sustain  such  exceptions  or  to  dismiss  them  and  confirm 
the  report,  or  refer  the  re])ort  back  to  the  same  or  new  commis- 
sioners, Avith  like  authority  to  make  another  report,  on  Avhich  like 
legal  ])roeeedings  may  be  had.  Where  no  exceptions  are  filed  AAuthin 
thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  the  re[)ort,  the  court  shall  confirm  the 
same  absolutely.  AYlien  any  rei)ort  is  confirmed  absolutely,  the  court 
shall  entei-  a decree  altering  or  ascertaining  and  establishing  the 
lines  and  bonndaries  as  shoAvn  in  said  report. 

Section  305.  Monuments.  Whenever  any  such  tOAvnship  line  or 
boundary  is  altered  or  ascertained  and  established,  the  court  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  marked  Avith  stone  monuments  placed  at  inter- 
vals not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  feet. 

Section  306.  Pay  of  Commissioners,  Civil  Engineer  and  Chain- 
carriers.  Costs.  The  pay  of  commissioners  appointed  to  alter  or 
asci'ftain  and  establish  toAvnship  lines,  shall  be  ten  dollars;  the  pay 
of  the  ciAul  engineer  .shall  be  twenty  dollars;  and  the  pay  of  chain- 
earriei-s  shall  be  five  dollai'S  foi-  each  day  necessarily  employed,  and 
fiA-e  cents  ])er  mile  for  each  mile  necessarily  traveled  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  The  court  shall  by  its  order  provide  hoAV  the  easts 
and  exiienses  of  any  such  ])roceeding,  including  the  furnishing  and 
placing  of  monuments,  shall  be  paid,  and  may  assess  them  against 
any  toAA'uship  and  ffir  municipalities  interested. 

Section  307.  Adjustment  of  Indebtedness.  Whenever  the  bound- 
daries  of  any  toAvnship  have  been  altered  or  ascertained  and  estab- 
lished upon  application  of  the  supervisors,  commissioners  or  the  au- 
thorities of  any  school  di.strict  or  poor  district,  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  sitting  in  equity,  may  adjust  the  taxes,  debts  and  expenses 
for  toAvnship,  municipal.  ])oor  and  school  purposes  between  the  town- 
ships, muuiei]')alities,  jAoor  and  .school  districts  alTeeted. 
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ARTICLE  IV 

Election  of  Officers;  Vacancies  in  Office 

(a)  General  Provisions 

Section  401.  Township  Officers  to  be  Electors.  No  person  shall 
be  eligible  to  any  township  office  unless  he  is  an  elector  of  the  town- 
ship for  which  he  is  chosen. 

Section  402.  Officers  to  be  Elected.  The  electors  of  each  town- 
ship shall  elect  (a)  three  township  supervisors,  (b)  one  township 
assessor,  (c)  three  township  auditors,  and  (d)  one  tax  collector. 

(b)  Election  of  Officers 

Section  410.  Supervisors.  At  each  municipal  election  the  quali- 
fied electors  of  each  township  shall  elect  one  township  supervisor  to 
serve  for  a term  of  six  years  from  the  tirst  Monday  of  January  next 
following  his  election. 

Section  411.  Auditors.  At  each  municipal  election  the  qualified 
electors  of  each  township  shall  elect  one  township  auditor  to  serve 
for  a term  of  six  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  Januaiy  next  follow- 
ing his  election. 

No  auditor  shall  at  the  same  time  hold  any  other  elective  or 
appointive  township  office. 

Section  412.  Assessor.  At  the  municipal  election  in  the  year 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  at  the  municipal 
election  every  four  years  thereafter,  the  qualified  electors  of  each 
township  shall  elect  one  towuiship  assessor  to  serve  for  a term  of 
four  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  January  next  folloAiung  his 
election. 

Section  413.  Election  Assessors  Saved.  The  provisions  of  the 
preceding  section  relating  to  the  election  of  assessors,  shall  not  repeal 
nor  affect  the  provisions  of  any  act  providing  for  the  election  of 
assistant  or  registry  asses.sors  for  the  performance  of  duties  relating 
to  elections. 

Section  414.  Tax  Collector.  At  the  municipal  election  in  the 
year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  at  the  muni- 
cipal election  every  four  years  thereafter,  the  qualified  electors  of 
each  township  shall  elect  one  lax  collector  to  serve  for  a term  of 
four  years,  from  Ihe  first  Monday  of  -Tannary  next  succeeding  such 
election. 

Section  415.  Temporary  Election  Schedule.  Notwithstanding  the 
provisions  of  preceding  sections  relating  to  the  terms  of  towmship 
officers  and  the  dates  when  such  terms  shall  commence,  it  is  hereby 
provided  that  all  tax  collectors  and  assessors  elected  in  the  year  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  .shall  commence  their  respec- 
tive terms  of  office  on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  continue  in  office  until  the  first 
Monday  of  January,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 
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TJie  .sii))ervisor  atul  auditor  cleoted  iu  llie  year  one  thousand  nine 
Imndreil  and  thirty-one  sliall  eonnnence  tlieir  respective  terms  of 
office  on  the  first  I\Ionday  of  December,  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-one,  and  continue  in  office  until  the  first  Monday  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight.  The  supervisor 
and  auditor  elected  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  shall  commence  their  respective  terms  of  office  on  the  first 
Monday  of  December,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
and  continue  in  office  until  the  first  Monday  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  forty.  The  supervisor  and  auditor  elected 
in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five  shall  commence 
their  respective  terms  of  office  on  the  fii’st  Monday  of  December,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five,  and  continiie  in  office  until 
the  first  Monday  of  January,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-two. 

The  purpose  of  the  schedtde  in  this  section  and  its  interpretation 
shall  be  to  temporarily  modify  the  ])receding  sections  relating  gen- 
erally to  the  terms  of  office  and  dates  wlien  such  terms  sliall  com- 
mence in  townships ; such  terms  under  laws  in  force  prior  to  the 
passage  of  this  act  commencing  and  ending  on  the  first  Monday  of 
December. 

(cj  Vacancies  in  Office 

Section  420.  Supervisors.  If  the  electors  of  any  township  shall 
fail  to  choose  a township  supervisor,  or  if  any  jierson  elected  to  such 
office  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  therein,  or  if  a vacancy  shall 
occur  in  the  office  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  two  re- 
maining supervisors  may  appoint  a succe.ssor  to  fill  the  office  for  the 
unexpireil  term.  AVhen  a vacancy  is  so  filled,  the  supervisors  shall, 
within  fifteen  days  thereafter,  certify  such  appointment  to  the  clerk 
of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions. 

If  the  two  remaining  supervisors,  in  the  event  of  a vacancy  a.s 
aforesaid,  shall  be  unable  to  agree  on  .such  appointment  for  a period 
of  thirty  days  after  such  vacancy  occurs,  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions .shall,  upon  the  presentation  of  a petition  signed  by  a supervisor, 
and  not  leas  than  ten  voters  Avho  are  owners  of  real  estate  in  the  town- 
.ship,  appoint  a person  to  fill  the  vacancy  for  the  unexpired  term. 

Section  421.  Auditors.  AAdien  a vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of 
townshii:)  auditor  in  any  township  by  reason  of  death,  resignation, 
removal  from  the  township,  or  otherwise,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
shall,  ui)on  the  petition  of  electors,  ai)point  a suitable  pei'son  to  fill 
such  vacancy  for  the  unoxpired  teinu  of  the  person  who.se  place  he 
is  appointed  to  fill. 

Section  422.  Assessor.  Vacancies  in  the  office  of  asse.ssor  iu 
townships  shall  be  filled  in  the  manner  provided  by  law. 

Section  423.  Tax  Collector.  If  the  electors  of  any  township  of 
the  second  class  shall  fail  to  choose  a tax  collector,  or  if  any  person 
elected  to  such  office  shall  fail  to  qualify,  or  if  a vacancy  shall  occur 
in  the  office  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  court  of  quarter 
session  shall,  upon  presentation  of  a petition  of  any  citizen  who  is 
a resident  of  the  township,  setting  forth  the  facts,  appoint  a person 
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to  till  the  vacancy  1‘or  the  uuexpired.  term  of  the  person  whose  place 
he  is  appointed  to  fill. 

In  cases  when  the  person  elected  to  the  office  shall  fail  to  qualify, 
the  court,  before  making  the  appointment,  shall  declare  the  office 
vacant.  . ^ 

Whenever  a vacancy  exists  in  the  office  of  tax  collector,  and  no 
person  resident  within  the  township  can  be  found  within  thirty  days 
to  accept  the  appointment  to  till  such  vacancy,  the  authorities  author- 
ized to  levy  and  assess  taxes  in  the  township  may  petition  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  for  the  appointment  of  a tax  collector,  whereupon 
the  court  may  appoint  any  citizen  of  the  county  to  collect  such  taxes. 

ARTICLE  V 
Township  Officers 
(a)  General  Frovisions 

Section  501.  Oath  of  Office.  Every  person  elected  or  appointed 
to  any  township  office  in  any  township  shall,  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  be- 
fore some  person  having  authority  to  administer  oaths,  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to 
perform  the  duties  of  his  office  \ffith  fidelity.  A copy  of  such  oath 
or  affirmation  shall,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  be  filed  with  the 
township  secretary. 

Section  502.  Bonds.  When  any  officer  or  employe  of  any  town- 
ship is  required  to  give  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
duties,  and  such  bond  is  required  to  be  executed  by  a surety  company, 
the  township  may  pay  the  premium  on  such  bond. 

Section  503.  Penalty  for  Failure  to  Perform  Duties.  If  any 
township  officer  refuses  or  neglects  to  perform  his  duties,  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions,  upon  complaint  in  wu-ifing  by  t\venty-five  citizens, 
owners  of  real  estate  residing  in  the  towuiship  or  district,  may  issue 
a rule  upon  such  officer  to  show'  cause  why  his  office  should  not  be 
declared  vacant  and  another  appointed  in  his  stead.  Such  rule  shall 
be  made  returnable  not  less  than  tw’o  weeks  from  its  date  of  issue. 
Upon  hearing,  and  proof  that  the  facts  alleged  in  the  complaint  are 
true,  the  court  may  declare  the  office  vacant  and  appoint  another  iu 
his  stead,  to  hold  office  during  the  term  of  the  officer  deposed. 

Section  504.  Road  Complaints.  If  such  complaint  shall  allege 
that  the  public  roads  and  highways  of  any  toAvnship  are  not  main- 
tained in  accordance  with  law',  the  court  may  appoint  three  persons, 
w'ho  shall  examine  said  highways  and  report  to  the  court  their  find- 
ings. In  all  such  cases  the  complainants  shall  first  enter  security, 
in  such  sum  as  the  court  may  fix,  to  pay  all  costs. 

(1)  Toivnship  Supervisors,  Township  Superintendent  and  Roadniasters 

Section  510.  Supervision  of  Road  Affairs.  The  general  supervision 
of  road  affairs  in  every  township  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  three  quali- 
fied electors  of  the  towmship,  who  shall  be  styled  township  supervisors. 
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Section  511.  Organization  Meeting.  Appointment  of  Secretary 
and  Treasurer.  The  supervisors  of  each  township  shall  meet,  at  a 
convenient  time  and  place,  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  of  each 
year.  The  township  supervisors  shall  organize  as  a board  by  electing 
one  of  their  number  as  chairman.  The  board  shall  appoint  a treas- 
urer and  a secretary,  who  shall  be  the  same  person,  and  who  may 
or  may  not  be  a member  of  the  board,  except  where  the  board  selects 
a trust  company  or  a banking  institution  to  act  as  treasurer,  in  Avhieh 
case  it  may  elect  an  individual  as  secretai-y. 

Section  512.  Monthly  Meetings.  Quorum.  Rent  and  Expenses. 

The  township  supervisors  shall  meet  for  the  transaction  of  business 
at  least  once  and  not  more  than  twice  each  month,  at  a time  and 
place  to  be  fixed  by  the  board.  Two  members  shall  constitute  a 
quorum.  Necessary  expenses  incurred  in  such  meetings,  including 
office  rent,  stationery,  light  and  fuel,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  township 
road  funds. 

Section  513.  Minutes  and  Records.  The  board  of  township  super- 
visors shall  keep  minutes  of  its  proceedings,  and  such  other  books  as 
they  may  find  necessary  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  All 
such  books  shall  be  open  for  the  inspection  of  any  taxpayer  or  any 
representative  of  the  Department  of  Highways  at  all  reasonable  times, 
and  shall  be  submitted  to  the  township  auditors  when  they  meet  to 
audit  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  and  other  township  officers.  The 
township  supervisors  shall  deliver  such  books,  papers,  and  accounts 
to  their  successors. 

Section  514.  Road  Districts.  Superintendents  and  Roadmasters. 
The  board  of  township  supervisors,  immediately  after  their  organiza- 
tion shall  divide  the  township  into  one  or  more  road  districts.  They 
shall  employ  a superintendent  for  the  entire  township  or  a road- 
master  for  each  district.  Township  supervisors  may  require  such 
superintendents  or  roadmasters  to  give  bond,  with  approved  security, 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties.  The  superintendent  or 
roadmasters  shall  be  subject  to  removal  by  the  board  of  supervisors. 
The  supervisors  shall  fix  the  wmges  to  be  paid  per  hour  to  the  super- 
intendent, or  roadmasters,  and  laborers  for  work  on  the  roads  and 
bridges. 

This  section  shall  not  prohibit  the  township  supervisors  from 
being  employed  as  superintendents  or  roadmasters.  In  such  case  they 
shall  not  be  required  to  employ  a superintendent  or  roadmasters. 

Two  or  more  townships  may  join  and  appoint  the  same  person  as 
superintendent. 

Section  515.  Compensation  of  Supervisors.  Supervisors  shall 
receive  from  the  township  road  funds,  as  compensation,  not  less  than 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  nor  more  than  four  dollars  for  each  meet- 
ing which  they  attend.  The  amount  of  the  compensation  for  attend- 
ing meetings  shall  be  determined  by  the  township  auditors.  The  town- 
ship auditors  shall  also  allow  to  the  supervisors  reasonable  compensa- 
tion for  making  a semi-annual  inspection  of  the  roads  and  bridges. 
The  compensation  of  supervisors,  when  overseeing  or  working  on 
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roads,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  township  auditors,  and  shall  be  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  six  dollars  per  day ; but  no  supervisor  shall 
receive  compensation  as  a superintendent  or  roadmaster  for  any  day 
he  receives  compensation  for  attending  a meeting  of  supervisors  unless 
such  meeting  is  held  during  the  nighttime. 

Section  516.  Powers  and  Duties  of  Supervisors,  Township  Super- 
intendents and  Roadmasters.  The  township  supervisors,  or  in  cases 
where  duties  are  not  specifically  required  of  supervisors,  then  the 
township  superintendent  or  the  roadmasters,  under  the  direction  of 
the  board  of  supervisors,  or  the  supervisors  acting  as  superintendent 
or  roadmasters,  shall : 

(a)  Have  the  general  care  and  superintendence  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  highways  and  bridges  in  the  township,  except  as  other- 
wise specially  provided; 

(b)  Cause  such  highways  and  bridges  to  he  kept  in  repair  and 
reasonably  free  from  all  obstructions,  and  give  the  necessary  direc- 
tions therefor; 

(c)  Inspect  all  highways  and  bridges  during  the  months  of 
April  and  October  of  each  year,  or  at  such  other  times  as  the  board  of 
supervisors  or  the  superintendent  may  direct; 

(d)  Divide  the  township  into  as  may  sections  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  highways  and  the  opening  of 
highways  obstructed  by  snow ; 

(e)  Employ  or  hire  such  persons,  teams  and  implements  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  highways  and  bridges, 
and  the  removal  of  obstructions  caused  by  snow,  and  provide  for  the 
organization  and  supervision  of  the  persons  so  employed,  and  work 
on  the  roads  themselves  when  directed  to  do  so  by  the  board  of  super- 
visors. Records  shall  be  kept,  and  reports  made  and  filed,  giving  the 
names  of  all  persons  employed,  including  supervisors,  superintendent 
or  roadmasters ; dates  on  which  -work  was  done,  with  compensation 
paid  to  each  person  and  the  capacity  in  which  he  is  employed ; 

(f)  Construct  and  keep  in  repair  all  sluices  and  culverts,  and 
keep  the  waterways,  bridges,  and  culverts  open ; 

(g)  Cause  loose  stones  lying  in  the  beaten  track  of  every  high- 
way to  be  removed.  Stones  so  removed  shall  be  conveyed  to  some 
place  from  which  they  will  not  work  back  or  be  brought  back  into  the 
track  by  other  implements  used  in  repairing  or  maintaining  such 
highways ; 

(h)  Report  monthly  to  the  board  of  supervisors,  which  report 
shall  contain  the  matter  in  the  form  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Highways; 

(i)  Attend  road  meetings  and  conventions  when  directed  to  do 
so  by  the  board  of  supervisors ; 

(j)  Perform  such  other  duties  and  have  such  other  powers  as 
may  be  imposed  or  conferred  by  law  or  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  Department  of  Highways. 

Section  517.  Road  Contracts.  The  board  of  toAvnship  supervisors 
may  make  a contract  for  the  improvement  and  keeping  in  repair  of 
not  more  than  ten  miles  of  road.  No  such  contract  shall  extend  oyer 
a pci’iod  of  more  tlian  four  years,  nor  sliall  it  be  given  unless  approved 
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of  and  signed  by  at  least  two  members  of  the  board  of  township  super- 
visors. EA^ery  contractor  for  road  work  shall  give  bond  for  the  amount 
of  sucli  contract,  and  sign  specifications  furnished  by  the  tOAvnship 
supervisors  for  tlie  building  and  care  of  such  contract  roads. 

Section  518.  Annual  Reports  to  State  Department  of  Highways. 

The  board  of  township  supervi.sors  shall  annually,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  February  in  each  year,  make  a sworn  statement  to  the 
State  Department  of  Highways,  on  blanks  furnished  to  them  by  the 
Department,  of  the  whole  amount  of  tax  levied  during  the  preceding 
year  for  road  purjioses  and  the  total  amount  of  road  taxes  collected 
during  the  year.  They  shall  specify  in  such  report  the  amount  ex- 
pended for  maintenance  or  repairs  of  road,s,  for  opening  and  building 
neAV  roads,  and  for  macadamizing  or  otherwise  permanently  improving 
roads;  tlie  number  of  miles  of  roads  thus  made,  and  the  total  number 
of  miles  of  township  roads  in  the  township.  Such  reports  shall  also 
contain  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  ehairmaiA,  members,  and  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  board,  and  such  other  matters  and  things 
as  the  State  Department  of  Iliglnvays  may  require. 

Section  519.  Applications  for  County  Road  Aid.  Whenever  the 
owners  of  the  majority  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  property 
within  any  township  desire  any  principal  road  or  higliAvay  Avithin  the 
towmship  to  be  improA^ed  and  maintained  at  the  joint  ex])en.se  of  the 
county  and  tOAvnship,  they  may  petition  the  supervisors  of  the  town- 
ship for  said  improvement,  and  reqiure  them  to  make  application  to 
the  county  commissioners  for  such  improA'ement  and  maintenance  in 
accordance  Avith  the  provisions  of  existing  law. 

In  all  eases  Avhere  the  tOAVirship  supervisors  refuse  to  act  upon, 
or  unduly  delay  action  on,  any  petition  for  the  improvement  and 
maintenance  of  any  road  or  higlnvayj  as  herein  provided,  any  citizen 
taxpayer  of  the  tOAvnship  or  county  may,  by  petition,  present  the 
facts  of  the  matter  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  requesting  the 
court  to  order  such  action  thereon  as  the  case  may  require.  If  after 
due  hearing  had  before  said  court  it  shall  appear  that  the  truth  of 
the  matters  alleged  in  the  petition  are  sustained,  the  court  shall  make 
an  order  directing  the  township  supervisors  to  fortliAAdth  act  upon 
said  application  or  applications,  and  that  the  said  application  or 
petition  for  the  improA'ement  be  fortlnvith  foi’Avarded  to  the  county 
commissioners. 

Section  520.  Penalty.  Interest  in  Contracts  and  Purchases.  It 

is  unlaAvful  for  any  tOAvnship  supervisor,  superintendent,  or  road- 
master  to  be  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  purchase  made 
or  contract  relating  to  roads  and  bridges,  except  as  provided  for  in 
this  act,  or  to  furnish  any  materials  therefor.  Any  such  person  know- 
ingly violating  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  guilty  of  a mis- 
demeanor. Upon  conviction  thereof,  any  such  person  shall  be  sentenced 
to  pay  a fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  ($500),  or  to  be 
imprisoned  for  a term  not  exceeding  six  months,  or  both,  and  shall 
forfeit  his  office. 

Section  521.  Penalty.  Violation  of  Act  Generally.  Any  town- 
ship .superAusor,  township  superintendent,  roadmaster,  or  cojitraetor, 
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employed  to  work  on  the  roads,  bridges,  and  highways  of  any  town- 
ship, who  sliall  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  other  than 
those  for  the  violation  of  which  specific  penalties  are  provided,  or  who 
shall  fail,  neglect,  or  refuse  to  carry  out  tlie  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  upon  conviction  in  a summary  proceeding,  be  sentenced  to  pay 
a fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars.  All  such  fines  shall  be  paid 
to  the  township  treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the  road  fund. 

fcj  Township  Treasurer 

Section  530.  Bond.  The  treasurer  appointed  by  the  board  of 
township  supervisors,  if  an  individual,  shall  give  bond,  with  at  least 
two  sufficient  sureties  or  a surety  company  to  be  approved  by  the 
auditors  of  the  township,  conditioned  that  the  treasurer  shall  well 
and  truly  account  for  and  jiay  over  all  moneys  collected  or  received 
for  the  township,  and  all  moneys  paid  by  the  State  ami  received  by 
him,  only  upon  a wj-itten  order  signed  by  two  members  of  the  board  of 
supervisors;  for  the  delivery  to  his  sncces.sor  in  office  of  all  books, 
papers,  and  documents;  for  the  ])ayment  to  him  of  any  balance  of 
)noney  belonging  to  the  township  that  may  remain  in  his  hands;  and 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Section  531.  Compensation.  The  township  treasni-er  shall  receive, 
as  compensation  for  his  services,  a certain  percentage  on  all  moneys 
received  and  paid  by  him,  which  rate  shall  be  settled  by  the  super- 
visors of  the  townships,  with  the  approbation  of  the  township  auditors. 

In  no  case  shall  the  combined  amount  paid  to  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  exceed  two  per  centum  of  the  money  paid  out  by  the  treas- 
urer, except  when  the  amount  would  be  less  than  ten  dollars  ($10.00)  ; 
and  the  calculation  of  such  maximum  compensation  shall  not  include 
any  percentage  upon  money  ]mid  out  by  the  treasurer  for  the  re- 
payment of  loans,  notes,  certificates,  or  other  evidences  of  indebted- 
ness, or  other  borrowed  moneys. 

Section  532.  Duties.  The  toAvnship  treasurer  shall  receive  all 
moneys  due  the  toAvnship  and  deposit  the  same  promptly  upon  re- 
ceipt thereof  in  a bank,  banking  institution  or  trust  company  in  the 
name  of  the  toAvnship.  He  shall  keep  di.stinct  accounts  of  all  sums 
received  from  taxes  and  other  sources,  Avhich  accounts  shall  at  all  times 
be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  supervisors  of  the  toAV-nship.  He  shall 
pay  out  all  moneys  received  by  him  only  on  oi'ders  draAvn  by  the 
supervisors  of  the  toAAuiship.  All  orders  shall  be  on  blaidvS  in-epared 
and  furnished  by  the  State  Department  of  Iliglnvays.  He  shall  an- 
nually state  his  accounts,  and  lay  the  same,  together  AAoth  the  vouchers, 
before  the  toAvushi]!  auditors  for  settlement. 

Section  533.  Use  of  Special  Funds.  Penalty.  'WhenoA'er  any 
moneys  are  collected  in  or  received  by  any  toAvnshi]),  for  any  special 
purpose,  and  are  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  such  toAAUi- 
ship,  it  shall  be  unlaAA'ful  for  such  treasurer  to  apply  such  moneys, 
or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  purpos';  other  than  that  for  Avhieh  such 
moneys  AA^ere  collected.  Every  such  mi.sap])lication  shall  be  a mis- 
demeanor. Upon  conviction  of  such  otfense,  the  treasurer  shall  be 
])unished  by  a fine  of  not  less  than  the  amount  so  misapplied,  or  by 
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imprisonment  for  not  less  than  three  months  and  not  more  than  one 
year. 

Section  534.  Penalty  for  Failure  to  Perform  Duties.  If  any 

township  treasurer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  of  the  duties 
of  his  office,  upon  conviction  in  a summary  proceeding,  he  shall  be  fined 
in  a sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  be  disqualified 
from  holding  the  office. 

Section  535.  Depositories  of  Township  Funds.  The  township 
supervisors  may,  on  the  first  IMonday  of  .January  of  each  year,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  is  practicable,  designate,  by  resolution,  a depository 
or  depositories  for  township  funds.  Such  designation  shall  be  valid 
for  a period  of  one  year  or  until  such  time  as  another  depository  or 
other  depositories  shall  be  designated  by  sinular  action  of  the  town- 
ship supervisors. 

Such  depository  or  depositories  shall  be  banks,  banking  institu- 
tions or  trust  companies  located  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Dei)Ositories  so  designated  shall,  u]ion  receipt  of  notice  of  their 
.selection  as  a depository  of  townshiji  funds,  furnish  a bond  to  secure 
])ayment  of  deposits  and  any  interest  to  the  township,  with  a proper 
warrant  to  confess  jmlgment  in  favor  of  the  township,  secured  by  a 
surety  company  or  individual  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  town- 
ship supervisors. 

Such  bonds  shall  be  in  a sum  at  least  equal  to  the  probable 
greatest  amount  of  such  deposit  at  any  one  time. 

The  township  treasurer  shall,  upon  the  designation  and  qualifica- 
tion of  such  depository  or  depositories,  immediately  transfer  thereto 
the  township  funds,  and  shall  tliereafter  keep  such  deposits  solely  in 
.such  depository  or  depositories  in  the  name  of  the  township. 

No  township  treasurer,  complying  with  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  nor  his  surety  or  sureties,  shall  be  chargeable  with  losses  of 
township  funds  caused  by  the  failure  or  negligence  of  such  depository 
or  depositories. 

(d)  Totvnship  Secretary 

Section  540.  Duties  and  Compensation.  The  secretary  in  each 
townshi])  shall  be  clerk  to  the  board  of  supervisors.  He  shall  keep  a 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  said  officers,  and  shall  receive  such  com- 
pensation therefor  as  shall  he  fixed  by  the  township  auditors.  The 
comliined  amount  paid  to  the  secretary  and  treasurer  shall  not  ex- 
ceed two  per  centum  of  the  money  paid  out  by  the  treasurer,  except 
where  the  same  would  amount  to  less  than  ten  dollars  ($10.00)  ; and 
the  calculation  of  such  maximum  compensation  shall  not  include  any 
liercentage  upon  moneys  paid  out  by  the  treasurer  for  the  repayment 
of  loans,  notes,  certificates,  or  other  evidences  of  indebtedness  or  other 
borrowed  moneys. 

Section  541.  Books  Furnished  by  Department  of  Highways. 
The  secretary  shall  provide  a suitable  book  or  books  for  the  purpose 
of  entering  therein  all  matters  of  which  he  is  required  to  keep  a record. 
Such  books  shall  be  furnished  by  the  State  Department  of  Highways. 

Section  542.  Books  Open  to  Inspection.  The  minute  book  and 
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other  records  and  documents  of  (‘very  tuwn.slii[)  shall  be  open  to  lh(' 
inspection  of  any  taxpayer  thereof,  his,  her  or  its  agent,  upon  request 
therefor. 


(e)  Tow-yiship  Auditors 

Section  545.  Meeting.  Duties.  Quorum,  Surcharges.  Compen- 
sation. The  auditors  of  townships  shall  meet  annually,  on  the  day 
following  the  da}'  which  is  fixed  by  this  act  for  organization  of  the 
township  supervisors;  and  shall  audit,  settle,  and  adjust  the  accounts 
of  the  supervisoi’s,  superintendents,  roadmasters,  treasurer,  and  tax 
collector  of  the  township.  Two  auditors  shall  constitute  a quorum. 

Any  officer  whose  act  or  neglect  has  contributed  to  the  financial 
loss  of  any  township,  shall  be  surcharged  by  the  auditors  with  the 
amount  of  such  loss. 

Each  auditor  shall  receive  five  dollars  per  diem  for  each  day 
necessarily  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  township. 

Section  546,  Subpoenas.  Oaths.  Perjury.  The  auditors  of  each 
township  may  issue  subpoenas  to  obtain  the  attendance  of  the  officers 
whose  accounts  they  are  required  to  adjust,  their  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators, and  of  any  persons  whom  it  may  be  necessary  to  ex- 
amine as  witnesses,  and  to  compel  their  attendance  by  attachment,  in 
like  manner  as  any  court  of  common  pleas  may  in  cases  jiending  be- 
fore them,  and  may  also  compel  the  production  of  all  books,  vouchers, 
and  papers  relative  to  such  accounts.  Such  subpoena  and  attachment 
shall  be  issued  by  a justice  of  the  peace  and  be  served  by  a constable 
or  auditor  of  the  township. 

The  auditors  of  each  township  may  administer  oaths  and  affirma- 
tions to  all  persons  brought  or  appearing  before  them  whether  ac- 
countants, witnesses,  or  otherwise.  All  persons  guilty  of  swearing  or 
affirming  falsely  on  such  examination  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury. 

Section  547.  Completion,  Publication  and  Filing  of  Auditors’ 
Statement.  The  auditors  shall  complete  their  audit,  settlement,  and 
adjustment  within  as  short  a time  as  possible.  They  shall,  within  ten 
days  thereafter,  publish,  by  advertisement  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
of  general  circulation,  printed  in  the  township  or  county,  or  by  post- 
ing at  least  five  copies  in  public  places  in  the  township,  a concise 
itemized  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  several 
officers  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year.  They  shall  also,  within  ten  days 
thereafter,  file  a copy  of  such  statement  with  the  secretary,  and  another 
copy  of  such  statement  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions. 
When  any  two  offices  are  exercised  by  the  same  person,  only  one  state- 
ment shall  be  required. 

Section  548.  Cancelling  Orders.  The  auditors  shall  cancel  all 
orders  and  vouchers  presented  to  them,  which  they  find  have  been 
paid,  by  writing  the  word  ‘ ‘ audited  ’ ’ on  the  face  thereof. 

Section  549.  Penalty  for  Failure  to  Perform  Duty.  Any  auditor 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  comply  with  the  preceding  provisions  of  this 
article  shall  pay  a penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by 
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summary  proceeding,  upon  tlie  complaint  of  any  taxpay  er.  Any  pen- 
alty recovered  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  township. 

Section  550.  Employment  and  Compensation  of  Attorney.  The 

auditors,  in  case  of  a disagreement  with  any  officials  or  board  of  offi- 
cials whose  accounts  they  are  required  to  audit,  may  employ  an  at- 
torney. Such  attorney  shall  not  be  employed  until  reasonable  eiffort 
to  reach  an  agreement  has  been  made,  and  only  after  notice  of  their 
intention  so  to  do  has  been  given  to  said  official  or  board  of  officials. 
The  compensation  for  such  attorney  shall  be  fixed  by  the  auditors, 
and  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  per  day,  nor  total  in  any 
case  more  than  thirty  dollars,  unless  when,  an  appeal  is  taken  to  the 
court,  in  which  case  the  court  .shall  fix  the  additional  compensation 
for  the  attorney.  The  compensation  for  said  attorney  .shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  township  trea.sury  by  a warrant  drawn  by  the  auditors 
upon  the  treasurer  of  the  township. 

Section  551.  Balances  Due  to  be  Entered  as  Judgments.  Any 
balance,  in  any  report  of  the  auditors,  again-st  any  officer  of  the  town- 
ship, shall  constitute  a surcharge  against  such  officer,  as  fully  as  if 
expressly  .stated  in  said  report  to  be  a surcharge,  and  the  amount  of 
any  balance,  and  of  any  express  surcharge,  shall  be  entered  by  the 
prothonotary  as  a judgment,  against  such  officer  and  in  favor  of  the 
township.  The  auditors  .shall  direct  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  to  certify  the  amount,  of  every  balance  or  surcharge,  contained 
in  any  such  report,  from  which  no  appeal  has  been  taken,  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  for  entry  thereof  by  the  i)rothonotary  as  a judgment. 

Section  552.  Collection  of  Surcharges  and  Charges  by  Taxpayers. 
Bond.  Any  a.uditor  or  taxpayer  of  the  township  may  enforce  the 
collection  thereof,  for  the  benefit  of  the  township,  by  action  or  execu- 
tion, upon  filing  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  a bond  (in  the  case  of 
a taxpayer),  with  one  or  more  sureties,  conditioned  to  indemnify  the 
township  from  all  costs  which  may  accrue  in  the  proceedings  under- 
taken by  such  taxpayer,  subject,  how^ever,  to  all  rights  of  appeal  from 
the  report  of  auditors  hereinafter  granted. 

Section  553.  Appeals  from  Report.  The  township,  or  any  tax- 
payer thereof  on  its  behalf,  or  any  officer  whose  account  is  settled  or 
audited  by  the  towmship  auditors,  may  appeal  from  any  settlement 
or  audit  of  the  township  auditors  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  with- 
in thirty  days  after  the  settlement  has  been  filed  in  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions. 

Section  554.  Taxpayers.  Appeal.  Bond.  No  appeal  by  a tax- 
payer or  officer  shall  be  allowed  unless  the  appellant  shall  enter  into 
I’ecognizance  to  prosecute  the  same  Avith  effect,  and  to  pay  all  costs 
accruing  thereon,  in  ease,  if  the  appellant  be  a taxpayer,  he  shall  fail 
to  obtain  a final  decision  more  faAmrable  to  the  township  than  that 
awarded  by  the  auditors,  or,  in  case  the  appellant  be  an  officer,  he 
shall  fail  to  obtain  a final  decision  more  favorable  to  the  officer  than 
that  awarded  by  the  auditors. 

Section  555.  Intervention  by  Taxpayers.  Bond.  Whenever  an 
appeal  has  been  taken  from  the  report  of  the  auditors  by  the  town- 
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shijD,  or  by  auy  j)er.sou  cliarged  or  .siireluirged  iu  such  report  with  any 
sum  of  money,  any  taxpayer  of  the  township  may  intervene  in  such 
appeal,  and  either  prosecute  the  same,  on  its  behalf,  or  defend  it 
against  the  appeal  of  the  person  so  charged.  No  taxpayer  shall  inter- 
vene unless  he  shall  file  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  a bond,  wdtli  one 
or  more  sufficient  sureties,  conditioned  to  indemnify  the  township 
against  all  costs  accruing  by  reason  of  such  intervention. 

Section  556.  Consolidation  of  Appeals.  AVlien  more  than  one 
appeal  from  the  report  of  the  auditors  is  taken,  whether  by  the  town- 
ship, an  officer  or  officers  thereof,  or  by  a taxpayer  or  taxpayers,  the 
court  shall,  upon  petition  of  any  party  interested,  direct  the  several 
appeals  to  be  disposed  of  in  a single  proceeding. 

Section  557.  Testimony  and  Argument.  Auy  person  interested 
may  order  the  appeal  upon  the  ai-gument  list,  and  evidence  may  be 
taken  before  any  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  upon  rule  for 
that  purpose  served  upon  the  opposite  party. 

Section  558.  Framed  Issues.  Whenever  any  matter  of  fact  is  in 
dispute  the  coui't  of  common  pleas  is  authorized  to  frame  an  issue 
for  the  trial  thereof. 

Section  559.  Report.  Prima  Facie  Evidence.  Burden  of  Proof. 
The  accounts  of  the  officer  or  officers  in  question  may  be  investigated 
de  novo.  The  figures  and  facts  found  and  stated  by  the  auditors  in 
their  report  of  audit  shall  be  taken  as  prima  facie  correct,  as  against 
any  such  officer,  and  the  burden  shall  be  upon  each  officer  whose 
accounts  are  in  question  to  establish  the  validity  of  the  credits  which 
he  claims. 

Section  560.  Findings.  Judgment.  After  hearing,  the  court 
shall  file  its  finding  of  fact  and  law,  and  enter  judgment  in  accord- 
ance therewith,  and  the  judgment  so  entered  may  be  enforced  by  anj' 
appropriate  proceedings  by  the  party  prevailing. 

Section  561.  Costs.  In  all  cases  of  appeal  from  the  report  or 
audit  of  township  auditors  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  the  costs 
shall  abide  the  event  of  the  suit  as  in  other  cases. 

Section  562.  Appeals  From  Lower  Courts.  Any  person  interested 
may  except  to  the  rulings  of  the  court,  and  may  apiieal  therefrom 
to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court,  as  in  other  cases. 

Section  563.  Counsel  Fees.  AVhen  an  appeal  is  taken  from  the 
township  auditors’  report  or  settlement  of  tJie  account  of  any  town- 
ship officer,  and  such  appeal  results  fcivorable  to  the  appellants  in 
.such  a manner  that  money  is  recovered  for  any  tOAvnship,  the  court 
hearing  such  appeal  shall  make  an  order  to  pay  a counsel  fee,  which 
it  deems  just  and  reasonable,  to  the  counsel  representing  such  appeal, 
out  of  the  funds  so  recovered. 

(f)  Tax  Collector 

Section  570.  Powers,  Duties  and  Liabilities.  The  tax  collector 


]82 


oi‘  lowiisliips  skill  I collect  all  county,  township,  school,  poor  and  other 
taxes  levied  within  towjiships  by  iuithorities  eiupov'ercd  to  levy  taxes. 
He  shall,  in  addition  to  the  powers,  duties  and  responsibilities  enu- 
merated in  this  act,  have  all  the  powers,  perform  all  the  duties,  be 
subject  to  all  the  obligations  and  responsibilities,  as  are  now  vested 
in,  conferred  upon,  or  imposed  upon,  collectors  of  the  several  classes 
of  taxes  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Section  571.  Oath  and  Bond.  The  collector  of  taxes  of  townships 
shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  sub- 
scribe an  oath  of  office  and  file  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  and  shall  annually  enter  into  a bond  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, in  not  more  than  the  amount  of  taxes  charged  and  assessed 
in  the  duplicates,  with  at  least  two  sufficient  sureties  or  one  bonding 
company.  The  bond  shall  be  approved  by  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions and  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  said  court.  The 
condition  of  the  bond  shall  be,  that  the  collector  shall  well  and  truly 
pay  over  or  account  for  the  whole  amoinit  of  taxes  charged  and  as- 
sessed in  the  duplicates  which  shall  be  delivered  to  him.  This  bond 
does  not  cover  the  collection  and  payment  over  of  school  taxes. 

(g)  Assessor 

Section  575.  The  assessors  of  townships  shall  have  all  the  powers, 
perform  all  the  duties,  be  subject  to  all  the  obligations  and  respon- 
sibilities, and  receive  the  compensation  as  is  provided  for  by  existing 
law-s  relating  to  taxation. 

(li)  Township  Solicitor 

Section  580.  Election;  Vacancies.  The  board  of  supervisors,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  Janiiary  in  any  year,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
practicable,  may  elect,  by  a vote  of  a majority  of  the  members,  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  one  person  learned  in  the  law,  who  shall  be 
styled  the  towmship  solicitor,  and  wdio  shall  serve  for  the  term  of 
one  year. 

Section  581.  Solicitor  to  Have  Control  of  Law  Matters.  The 

law  matters  of  tlie  township  shall  be  under  superintendence,  discre- 
tion, and  control  of  the  towmship  solicitor,  and  no  official  or  official 
body  of  the  township,  except  as  herein  otherwdse  provided,  shall 
employ  an  additional  counsel  without  the  a.ssent  or  ratification  of  the 
board  of  sujiervisors. 

Section  582.  Duties  of  Solicitor.  The  township  solicitor  shall 
prepare  such  bonds,  obligations,  contracts,  leases,  conveyances  and 
assurances  to  which  the  township  may  be  a party,  as  may  be  directed 
by  resolution;  he  shall  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions  brought 
by  the  township  for  or  on  account  of  any  of  the  estates,  rights,  trusts, 
privileges,  claims,  or  demands,  as  w'ell  as  defend  all  actions  or  suits 
against  the  towmship,  or  any  officer  thereof,  wherein  or  whereby  any 
of  the  estates,  rights,  privileges,  trusts,  ordinances,  or  accounts,  of 
the  towmship,  may  be  brought  in  question  before  any  court  in  the 
Commonwealth;  and  shall  do  every  professional  act  incident  to  the 
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office  wliich  he  may  be  authorized  or  inquired  to  do  by  the  board  of 
supervisors  or  by  any  resolution.  He  sliall,  whenever  required,  fur- 
nish the  board  of  supervisors,  or  any  of  them,  with  his  opinion  in 
writing  upon  any  question  of  law  Avhich  may  be  submitted  by  any 
of  them  in  their  official  capacities. 

(i)  Township  Engineer 

Section  585.  Election  of  Township  Engineer.  Term.  Filling 
of  Vacancies.  The  township  supervisors  may,  at  any  time,  appoint, 
by  a vote  of  a majority  of  them,  a toAvnship  engineer  who  shall  be 
a registered  ciAul  engineer  and  fix  his  compensation. 

Section  586.  Duties.  Preparation  of  Plans.  The  toAvnship  en- 
gineer shall  perform  such  duties  as  the  toAvnship  superAusors  shall 
prescribe  as  to  the  construction,  reconstimetion,  maintenance  and  re- 
pair of  all  streets,  roads,  pavements,  scAA^ers,  bridges,  mdverts,  and 
other  engineering  Avork.  He  shall  prepare  plans,  specifications  and 
estimates  of  all  such  Avork  undertaken  by  such  toAvnship,  and  shall. 
Avhenever  required,  furnish  the  toAvnship  supervisors  Avith  reports,  in- 
formation or  estimates  on  any  tOAAuiship  engineering  Avork,  or  on 
questions  submitted  by  any  of  them  in  their  official  capacity. 

Section  587.  Certificate  of  Commencement  and  of  Completion  of 
Municipal  Improvements.  Where  a toAAuiship  engineer  is  employed, 
he  shall,  immediately  after  the  completion  of  any  municipal  improve- 
ment, the  cost  of  Avhich,  in  Avhole  or  in  part,  is  to  be  paid  by  the 
owners  of  the  abutting  property,  make  certificate  in  Avhieh  he  shall 
state  the  day  or  time  on  AAdiich  the  particular  improA’ement  Avas  com- 
pleted, and  shall  file  the  same  Avitli  the  toAvnshi])  secretary,  AA'ho  shall 
enter  the  said  day  or  time  of  completion  in  a book  to  be  kept  by  him 
for  said  purposes ; and  the  said  day  or  time  mentioned  in  said  cer- 
tificate shall  be  conelusiA'e  on  all  parties  as  to  the  time  the  said  Avork 
Avas  completed.  The  time  of  completion  of  the  Avork,  referred  to  in 
this  section  and  in  other  parts  of  this  act,  shall  be  taken  to  mean 
the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  Avhole  contract  for  the  improvement. 
He  shall  also  furnish  to  the  toAvnship  secretary  a certificate  shoAving 
the  time  at  AAdiich  any  such  particular  improvement  Avas  commenced, 
and  such  certificates  shall  be  conelusiA^e  evidence  of  the  time  Avheii 
the  said  improvement  AA’as  begun;  and  an  entry  of  such  date  shall 
be  made  by  said  secretary  in  the  book  aforesaid. 

(j)  Township  Police 

Section  590.  Petition  for  Appointment  of  Police.  TTpon  the  pe- 
tition of  not  less  than  tAventy-five  taxpayers  of  any  toAvnship,  or  of 
tAvo  or  more  adjacent  tOAvnships,  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions, 
representing  that  the  safety  of  the  citizens  and  the  secAirity  of  prop- 
erty makes  it  necessary  for  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  electors 
to  act  as  policemen,  the  court  shall  consider  said  petition,  and,  if 
satisfied  of  the  reasonableness  and  propriety  of  said  application,  shall 
direct  the  supervisors  of  said  toAvnship  to  appoint  one  or  more  quali- 
fied electors  to  act  as  policemen,  and  to  serve  at  the  Avill  of  said 
siijAei’A’isors. 
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The  court  shall  fix  the  number  of  policemen  necessary,  the  com- 
pensation of  such  policemen,  and  shall  limit  the  term  of  service  of 
said  policemen  as  it  may  deem  proper.  Where  such  policemen  are 
appointed  for  two  or  more  townsliips,  the  court  shall  fix  the  amount 
of  compensation  Avhich  shall  be  paid  by  each  of  such  townships.  Such 
compeiisation  shall  be  paid  from  township  funds. 

Section  591.  Powers.  Each  iioliceman  so  aiipointed  shall  possess 
and  exercise  all  the  powers  of  policemen  of  cities  of  this  Common- 
•wealth. 

The  keepers  or  persons  in  charg’c  of  jails,  lockups,  or  station 
houses  shall  receive  all  persons  arrested  by  such  policemen  for  the 
commission  of  any  offense  against  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth 
within  said  township. 

Section  592.  Shield,  hhieh  policeman,  when  on  duty,  shall  wear 
a.  shield  or  badge,  with  the  words  “tow'ushii)  police”  and  the  name 
of  the  township  or  townships  for  which  he  was  appointed,  inscribed 
thereon. 

Section  593.  Equipment.  The  toAvnship  supervisors  may,  with 
the  approval  of  the  court,  ])rovide  such  policeman  Avith  a uniform 
and  equipment  and  for  means  of  transi)ortation  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  same,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  town- 
ship or  tOAvnships. 

Section  594.  Certain  Compensation  Prohibited.  It  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  township  policeman  to  charge  or  accept  any  fee  or 
other  compensation  in  addition  to  the  salary  paid  to  him  as  a police- 
man for  any  .service  rendered  or  performed  by  him  pertaining  to  his 
office  or  duties,  except  public  rcAvards  and  the  legal  mileage  allowed 
to  constables  for  traveling  expenses. 


ARTICLE  VI 

State  and  County  Associations  op  Township  Officers 
(a)  County  Afisocintions 

Section  601.  County  Associations  of  Supervisors.  County  asso- 
ciations of  toAvnship  sui)ervisors.  auditors,  and  other  persons  officially 
charged  with  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  public  roads 
or  streets  may  be  formed.  Such  associations,  when  formed,  shall  hold 
annual  or  semi-annual  conventions,  at  the  county  seats  of  the  resiiec- 
tive  counties  or  some  other  suitable  place  within  the  county,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  and  discussing  questions  and  subjects  pertain- 
ing to  the  best  methods  for  the  construction,  improvement,  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  public  higliAvays  and  bridges. 

Section  602.  Who  to  Attend.  Compensation  and  Mileage.  The 
supeiwdsors  of  townships,  auditors,  and  the  secretary  of  the  board 
of  toAvnship  supervisors,  when  not  a member  of  the  board,  shall  at- 
tend such  conventions  whenever  possible.  Each  toAvnship  supervisor, 
auditor  and  secretai’y  attending  such  convention  shall  I'cceive  a cer- 
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tificate,  signed  by  the  presiding  officer  and  acting  secretary  of  the 
convention,  attesting  his  presence  at  the  convention.  Such  certificate 
shall  entitle  him  to  collect  from  the  township  treasurer  the  sum  of 
three  dollars  per  day  for  each  day’s  attendance,  and  mileage  at  the 
rate  of  four  cents  per  mile  traveled,  to  be  computed  by  the  route 
usiially  traveled  from  his  place  of  i‘esidence  to  the  place  where  the 
convention  is  held.  No  township  siipervisor,  auditor,  or  secretary 
shall  be  ])aid  for  moi-e  than  two  days’  attendance  in  any  one  year. 

Section  603.  Officers  of  County  Associations.  Ex-Officio  Members. 

The  officers  of  the  association  shall  consist  of  a president,  two  vice- 
presidents,  a secretary,  and  a treasurer ; all  of  whom,  except  the  sec- 
retary, shall  be  members  of  the  association,  and  shall  hold  office  for 
one  year  or  until  their  successors  are  chosen.  If  desirable,  the  secre- 
tary may  be  a person  not  a regular  member  of  the  association,  and 
may  be  paid  for  his  service  such  compensation,  not  exceeding  ten 
dollars  per  annum,  as  the  other  officers  may  determine.  Every  town- 
ship supervisor  and  auditor  attending  such  conA'ention  may  vote  in 
the  election  of  officers.  The  mayor  of  any  city,  the  burgess  of  any 
borough  or  their  duly  appointed  re|)resentatives,  the  county  commis- 
sioners, and  the  judges  of  the  court  iu  the  county,  the  officers  of  the 
State  Association  of  Township  Supervisors,  the  town.ship  engineer  of 
the  State  Department  of  Highways,  the  assistant  engineers  of  the 
division  of  towmship  highways,  and  the  superintendent  of  State 
Highways  in  charge  of  .such  county  shall  be  eligible  to  membership, 
but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote,  nor  to  hold  office. 

Section  604.  County  to  Pay  Expenses.  The  coiinty  treasurer 
shall  on  warrants  of  the  county  commissioners,  pay  to  the  treasure)' 
of  such  association,  from  the  county  funds,  the  necessary  expenses 
incurred  for  the  holding  of  such  annual  or  semi-annual  convention, 
including  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  secretary.  The  total  sum  thus 
paid  by  any  county  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  a year. 

Within  thirty  days  after  every  such  convention  the  treasurer  ol' 
such  association  shall  file  Avith  the  county  commissioners  an  itemized 
statement,  under  oath,  showing  Avhen  and  AAdiere  such  convention  was 
held,  the  number  of  township  supeiwisors,  auditors,  and  toAAuiship 
secretaries  present,  and  all  the  expenses  connected  Avith  such  conven- 
tion, together  Avith  proper  vouchers  for  all  such  expenses,  and  no 
payment  shall  be  made  to  the  trea.sui'cr  of  such  association  until  he 
has  presented  to  the  county  commissioners  an  itemized  and  A^erified 
statement  of  expenses. 

(1))  State  Association 

Section  610.  State  Association  Authorized.  The  formation  of 
a State  association  of  toAvnship  supervisors  is  hereby  authorized.  The 
association  shall  hold  annual  meetings  ,at  such  time  and  place  Avithin 
the  CommonAvealth  as  it  may  designate,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
various  questions  and  subjects  pertaining  to  the  duties  of  tOAvnshi]) 
supervisors  and  for  the  purpose  of  devising  unifoi'in,  economical  and 
efficient  methods  of  administering  the  affairs  of  toAvnships. 
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Section  611.  Delegates.  Eadi  county  association  of  township 
supervisors  shall  elect  one  toAvuship  supervisor  for  each  ten  town- 
ships, or  fraction  thereof,  Avithin  said  county,  as  a delegate  to  each 
annual  meeting  of  said  State  association. 

Section  612.  Expenses  and  Mileage.  The  expenses  of  the  dele- 
gates attending  the  annual  meeting  shall  not  exceed  six  dollars  per  day 
for  each  delegate  for  not  more  than  three  days,  together  with  the 
actual  mileage  at  the  prevailing  rate  of  railroad  fare,  and  shall  be 
paid  by  the  respective  county  associations. 

Section  613.  Limit  on  Meeting  Expenses.  The  expenses  of  the 
annual  meeting,  including  expenses  of  committees,  printing,  and 
stenographers,  shall  be  paid  jAro-rata  by  the  respective  county  associa- 
tions, and  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  dollars  for  each  county  association. 

Section  614.  Itemized  Statement  Filed  With  County  Treasurer. 

Within  thirty  days  after  each  annual  meeting  of  the  State  associa- 
tion, the  treasurer  of  the  respective  county  association  shall  file,  with 
the  county  commissioners,  an  itemized  statement,  under  oath,  setting 
forth  AA'here  and  Avhen  the  annual  meeting  of  the  State  a.ssoeiation  was 
held,  the  number  of  delegates  from  the  respective  association  in  attend- 
ance and  tlie  expenditures  due  from  the  county  association  for  such 
annual  meeting,  and  the  county  commissioneiAs  shall  draAv  their  war- 
rant on  the  county  treasAirer  and  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  respective 
county  association,  out  of  the  county  funds,  the  amount  expended  by 
the  county  association  under  the  provisions  of  this  subdivision. 

ARTICLE  VII 
General  Powers 

Section  701.  Suits.  Property.  ToAvnships  of  the  second  class 
may : 

I.  Sue  and  be  sued  by  the  name  of  the  tOAvnships  of 

I I.  Purchase,  hold,  lea.se,  let  and  convey  such  real  and  personal 
estate  as  the  purposes  of  the  toAvn.ship  shall  require.  Such  real  and 
personal  estate  shall  he  taken  and  held  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
liahitants  of  the  tOAvnship,  and  for  such  objects  and  purposes  as  town- 
ship rates  and  levies  are  authorized  by  law  to  he  laid  for. 

Section  702.  Supervisors  to  Exercise  Powers.  The  corporate 
poAvers  of  toAvnships  of  the  second  class  shall  be  exercised  by  the  town- 
ship supervisors.  They  shall  have  poAver ; 

I.  Lighting.  To  light  and  illuminate  the  streets,  highways,  and 
other  public  places  of  the  tOAvnship  Avith  electric  light,  gas,  or  other 
illuminating  medium,  and  to  provide  for  defraying  the  cost,  charges 
and  expenses  thereof ; and  for  such  purposes  to  enter  into  contracts 
or  agreements  Avith  any  person,  copartnership,  association,  or  corpora- 
tion, for  a period  not  exceeding  five  years,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
and  maintaining  a supply  of  light. 

II.  Contracts  and  Tax  Levy  for  Lighting.  On  the  petition  of 
the  owner, s of  a majority  of  the  lineal  feet  frontage  along  any  street, 
highAvay  or  portion  thereof  AAdthin  the  township,  to  enter  into  con- 
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tract  with  electric,  gas,  or  other  lighting  companies  to  lij 
illuminate  said  streets  and  highways  and  other  public  places 
villages  Avitli  electric  light,  gas  light  or  other  illuminant. 

The  townsliip  supervisors  shall  levy,  for  the  maintenance 
lights,  an  annual  tax  upon  all  the  property,  including  factoi 
places  of  business,  abutting  upon  the  said  streets  and  liigh^ 
the  district  benetited  thereby,  based  upon  the  assessment  for 
purposes.  Such  taxes  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner 
taxes.  The  collector  of  taxes  shall  receive  the  same  commi 
on  the  road  tax.  No  such  tax  shall  be  levied  against  any  far 
but  vacant  lots  between  built-up  sections,  whether  tilled  or 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  farm  lands.  The  township  treasui 
receive  all  such  taxes  collected  for  lighting  the  streets  and  hi 
shall  keep  the  same  in  a separate  account,  and  pay  orrt  the  sa 
upon  orders  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  township  sup 
attested  by  the  secretary.  The  treasurer  shall  make  a repor 
auditors  of  the  township  annually. 

III.  Contracts  and  Tax  Levy  for  Fire  Purposes.  On  the 
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IX.  Traffic  Lights  and  Signals.  To  provide  for  and  to  expend 
township  road  moneys  for  the  erection,  maintenance  and  operation  of 
traffic  liglits  and  traffic  signals  whenever  deemed  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  traveling-  pnblic. 

X.  Road  Supplies.  To  pnrcliaso  sucli  limber,  material,  equip- 
ment, machinery,  road-drags,  tools,  a}Kl  implements  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  making  and  repairing  roads  and  bridges,  to  employ  sufficient 
number  of  laborers  to  make  and  repair  the  same,  and  to  lease  or  lend 
such  machinery,  road-drags,  tools,  and  implements  to  other  townships, 
boroughs,  or  cities,  and  to  contract  for  the  construction,  reconstruc- 
tion and  improvement  of  roads. 

XI.  Appropriations  for  Forestry.  To  appropriate  moneys  from 
their  resjieetive  treasuries  to  any  forest  protection  association  co- 
operating in  forest  work  Avith  the  State  Department  of  Forests  and 
AVaters,  or  to  be  expended  in  direct  cooperation  Avith  said  Depart- 
ment of  Forests  and  AA^aters  in  forest  Avork ; and  to  purchase  or  take 
by  gift  any  forest  lands  for  recreational  purposes. 

XII.  Nuisances.  To  ])rohibit  accumulations  of  garbage  and  rub- 
bish on  ]irivate  and  imhlic  prop(‘rty,  a7ul  the  cari-ying  on  of  any  of- 
fensiA-e  manufacture  or  business;  and  to  remOAm  any  nuisance  or 
dangerous  structure  on  i)ublic  or  ])rivate  grounds  after  notice  to  the 
oAvner  to  do  so  and,  in  his  default,  to  collect  the  cost  of  such  removal, 
together  Avith  a penalty  of  ten  dollars  fi-om  the  owner  by  summary 
in-oceedings.  In  the  exercise  of  the  poAvers  herein  conferred  the  tOAvn- 
ship  may  institute  proceedings  in  courts  of  equity. 

XIII.  Insurance.  To  ex])end  out  of  the  pxddic  funds  of  the 
toAA'nship  such  amount  as  may  he  necessary  to  secure  Avorkmen’s  com- 
pensation insurance  for  its  employes  iuclnding  volunteer  firemen 
killed  or  injured  Avhile  going  to,  returning  from,  or  attending  fires 
in  said  tOAA’uship  or  territory  adjacent  thereto;  to  make  contracts  of 
insurance  AA'ith  any  fire  insurance  company  duly  authorized  by  law 
to  transact  business  in  the  Commonwealth  of  PeimsylAmnia,  on  any 
building  or  property  OAvned  by  such  toAvnship,  to  make  contracts  Avith 
any  insurance  company  insuring  any  public  liability  of  the  township, 
and  to  make  contracts  of  group  insurance  for  the  benefit  of  its 
employes. 

XIV.  Armories.  To  appropriate  money  or  convey  land,  either 
independently  or  in  connection  Avith  any  county,  city,  town,  borough 
or  township,  to  the  CommonAvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  the  Armory  Board  of  the  CommonAA^ealth  of  Pennsylvania 
in  the  erection  of  armories  for  the  use  of  the  National  Guard,  and  to 
furnish  water,  lig’ht  or  fuel,  free  of  cost  to  the  CommonAvealth,  for 
use  in  any  armory  of  the  National  Guard,  and  to  do  all  things  neces- 
saj-y  to  aceonqilish  the  purposes  of  this  clairse. 

XV.  National  Guard.  To  take,  by  right  of  eminent  domain,  for 
the  puriAOse  of  appropriating  to  themseNes,  for  the  use  of  the  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  such  public  lands,  easements,  and  public  prop- 
erty as  may  be  in  their  possession  or  control,  and  used  or  held  by 
them  for  any  other  purpose.  Such  right,  however,  shall  not  be  exer- 
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eised  as  to  any  street  or  highway  or  wharf,  but  all  other  public  ease- 
ments and  property  may  be  appropriated  and  used  for  the  purposes 
herein  provided,  any  limitation  of  tlie  use  thereof  by  the  township, 
either  by  donation,  dedication,  appropriatioTi,  statute,  or  otherwise, 
to  the  contrary  notwitlistanding. 

XVI.  Acquisition  of  Lands  to  Assist  Armory  Board.  To  ac- 

(|uire,  by  purchase  or  by  gift  or  by  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  any 
land  for  the  use  of  the  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to 
convey  such  lands  so  acquired  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
to  assist  the  Armory  Board  in  the  erection  of  armories.  The  proceed- 
ings for  the  condemnation  of  lands  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and 
for  the  assessment  of  damages  for  property  taken,  injured,  or  de- 
stroyed, shall  be  taken  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  this  act 
for  the  condemnation  of  lands  for  public  purposes  in  townships.  The 
power  conferred  by  this  clause  shall  not  be  exercised  to  take  any  church 
property,  graveyard,  cemetery,  or  any  dwelling  house,  or  the  curtilage 
of  the  same,  in  the  actual  occupancy  of  the  oumer. 

XVII.  Burial  Plots  of  Ex-Service  Men.  To  pui'chase  plots  of 
ground  in  any  cemetery  or  burial  ground  for  the  interment  of  such 
deceased  seiwice  men,  as  shall  Inu'cafter  die  within  such  townshij),  or 
shall  die  be^yond  such  township  and  shall  have  a legal  residence  within 
such  township  at  the  time  of  their  death  and  whose  bodies  are  entitled 
to  be  buried  by  the  county.  Such  plots  of  ground  shall  be  paid  for 
out  of  the  treasury  of  such  township. 

XVIII.  Display  of  Flags.  To  display  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  any  county,  city,  borough  or  town- 
ship on  any  public  building  of  the  township. 

XIX.  Care  of  Memorials.  To  maintain  and  keep  in  good  order 
and  repair  at  the  expense  of  the  township,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty 
so  to  do,  any  soldiers  monument,  gun,  or  cartridge  or  other  similar 
memorials  when  there  is  not  in  existence  any  person,  body  or  organiza- 
tion to  care  for  and  maintain  the  same  and  when  such  memoriaLs  were 
not  erected  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  any  other  state,  or  by  the  commissioners  of 
any  county ; and  to  receive  from  persons  or  organizations  funds  for 
such  purposes. 

XX.  Appropriations  to  Certain  Associations.  To  appropriate 
annually  a sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  support 
of  any  voluntary  association  composed  of  eleetoi-s  of  borouglis  and 
townships  within  such  county,  or  any  of  them,  which  association  is 
formed  for  the  study  and  investigation  of  the  welfare,  economies, 
management,  and  government  of  boroughs  and  townships,  and  for 
the  protection  and  safeguarding  of  the  rights  and  franchises  of  bor- 
oughs and  townships,  and  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  legisla- 
tion beneficial  to  boroughs  and  townships,  or  any  one  or  more  of 
such  purposes. 
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ARTICLE  VIII 
Contracts 

Section  801.  Power  to  Make  Contracts.  Each  township  shall 
have  power  to  make  such  contracts  as  may  be  necessary  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  802.  Contracts  for  Roads,  Road  Machinery  and  Materials. 
All  purchases  of  materials,  equipment  and/or  machinery  for  the  con- 
struction, reconstruction  and  improvement  of  roads  and  bridges,  in- 
volving an  expenditure  in  excess  of  thi’ee  hundred  dollars,  shall  be 
by  contract  in  writing.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  the  supervisors  to 
evade  the  provisions  of  this  section  by  making  two  or  more  contracts 
for  small  amounts  -which  should  have  been  in  one.  If  the  auditors 
find  there  has  been  any  such  evasion,  they  shall  refiTse  to  approve  the 
same. 

All  such  contracts  and  contracts  for  the  construction,  reconstruc- 
tion and  improvement  of  roads  and  bridges  shall  be  valid  only  when 
approved  by  the  Department  of  Highways  of  the  Commonwealth. 

A record  of  all  purchases  of  material,  eq;iipment  and/or  machin- 
ery for  road  purposes,  involving  an  expenditure  of  less  than  three 
hundred  dollars,  shall  be  kept  by  the  supervisors  and  Lirnished  to 
the  Department  of  Iliglnvays  in  the  annual  report. 

Section  803.  Bonds  for  Protection  of  Labor  and  Material-Men. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  townships  in  the  erection,  construction  or 
repair  of  any  public  work  or  public  improvement  of  any  kind  or 
character,  w^hatever,  to  reqiiire  of  the  contractor  or  contractors  em- 
ployed in  or  about  said  works  or  improvements,  an  additional  bond, 
with  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  providing  for  the  payment  of  all 
labor  and  material  entering  into  the  said  works  or  improvements,  and 
all  machinei’y  used  on  such  works  or  improvements. 

The  labor  and  material-men  furnishing  labor,  material  and  ma- 
chinery in  and  for  said  woi’ks  or  improvements,  upon  the  contract 
of  said  contractor,  shall  have  the  right,  according  to  law,  to  sue  in  an 
action  of  assumpsit,  in  the  name  of  the  obligee  for  his  or  their  use, 
upon  said  bond,  upon  proof  of  said  contractor’s  failure  to  pay  for  said 
labor,  material  and  machinery. 

Section  804.  Separate  Specifications  for  Branches  of  Work.  In 
the  preparation  of  specifications  for  the  erection  or  alteration  of  any 
public  building,  when  the  entire  cost  of  such  work  exceeds  one  thousand 
dollars,  the  architect,  engineer,  or  person  preparing  such  specifica- 
tions shall  prepare  separate  specifications  for  the  plumbing,  heating, 
ventilating,  and  electrical  work,  and  the  township  shall  receive  sepa- 
rate bids  upon  each  of  such  branches  of  work,  and  award  the  con- 
ti’aet  for  the  same  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder. 

Section  805.  Workmen’s  Compensation  Insurance.  All  contracts 
executed  by  any  township,  which  shall  involve  the  construction  or 
doing  of  any  work  involving  the  employment  of  labor,  shall  contain  a 
provision  that  the  contractor  shall  accept,  in  so  far  as  the  work  cov- 
ered by  any  such  contract  is  concerned,  the  provisions  of  the  Work- 
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men’s  Compensation  Act  of  1915,  and  any  supplements  or  amendments 
thereto,  and  that  the  said  contractor  will  insure  his  liability  there- 
under, or  file  with  the  township,  with  which  the  contract  is  made,  a 
certificate  of  exemption  from  insurance  from  the  Bureau  of  Work- 
men’s Compensation  of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry. 

Every  officer  of  a township  who  shall  sign,  on  behalf  of  the  said 
township,  any  contract  requiring  in  its  performance  the  employment 
of  labor,  shall  require,  before  the  said  contract  shall  be  signed,  proof 
that  the  said  contractor  with  whom  the  contract  is  made  shall  have 
accepted  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act  of  1915,  and  any  supple- 
ments or  amendments  thereto,  and  proof  that  the  said  contractor  has 
insured  his  liability  thereunder  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
said  act,  or  that  the  said  contractor  has  had  issued  to  him  a certificate 
of  exemption  from  insurance  from  the  Bureau  of  Workmen’s  Com- 
pensation of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry. 

Any  contract  executed  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  null  and  void. 

Section  806.  Engineers  and  Architects  Not  to  be  Interested  in 
Contracts.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  architect  or  engineer,  in  the 
employ  of  a township,  and  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  plans,  speci- 
fications, or  estimates,  to  bid  on  any  public  work  at  any  letting  of 
such  work  in  such  township. 

It  shall  also  be  unlawful  for  the  officers  of  a township,  charged 
with  the  duty  of  letting  any  public  Avork,  to  award  a contract  to 
any  such  architect  or  engineer,  in  the  employ  of  the  township. 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  architect  or  engineer,  in  the  em- 
ploy of  a township,  to  be  in  any  wise  interested  in  any  contract  for 
public  work  in  such  toAvnship,  nor  receive  any  remuneration  or  gratu- 
ity from  any  person  interested  in  such  contract. 

Any  penson  or  persons  Auolating  these  proAusions,  or  any  one  of 
them,  shall  forfeit  his  office,  and  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor, 
and,  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  dollars,  or  to  undergo  imprisonment  of  not  less 
than  six  months,  or  both,  in  the  dLscretion  of  the  court. 

AKTICLE  IX 

Taxation,  Finance,  Koad  Fund 

Section  901.  Fiscal.  The  fiscal  year  in  tOAvnships  shall  com- 
mence on  the  first  Monday  of  January  in  each  year.  All  receipts, 
disbursements,  contracts  and  purchases  shall  be  chargeable  to  and 
entered  as  of  record  in  the  fiscal  year  in  which  made. 

Section  902.  Annual  Budget.  The  board  of  toAvnship  super- 
visors of  townships  of  the  second  class  shall  annually,  before  their 
organization  meeting  in  January  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable, 
make  a written  estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  required  for  the 
ensuing  year,  beginning  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  AAdiich  shall 
be  filed  with  the  treasurer.  Such  estimates,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
the  board  in  determining  how  much  road  tax  to  levy,  shall  specify — 

(a)  The  amount  of  money  necessary  for  the  maintenance,  re- 
pair, and  improvement  of  higliAvays,  including  sluices. 
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(b)  The  amount  of  money  necessary  for  the  repair  and  con- 
struction of  culverts  and  bridges. 

(c)  The  amount  of  money  necessary  for  the  purchase,  hire, 
repair,  and  custody  of  tools,  implements,  and  machinery. 

(d)  The  amount  of  money  necessary  for  the  payment  of  debts, 
or  other  miscellaneous  purposes. 

The  supervisors  may,  by  resolution,  transfer  moneys  from  one 
fund  to  another  except  from  the  fund  allocated  for  the  payment  of 
debts. 

Section  903.  Temporary  Indebtedness.  Whenever  the  township 
highway  funds  have  been  exhausted,  the  board  of  supervisors  may  bor- 
row on  the  credit  of  the  township,  money  in  anticipation  of  taxes  to 
be  collected  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  or  township  reward  to  be 
received  as  shown  by  agreements  issued,  and  issue  a certificate  of  in- 
debtedness payable  on  a certain  date  not  exceeding  one  year  from  the 
date  of  Issue,  to  the  end  that  work  may  be  performed  in  proper  season 
and  in  accordance  with  rules  and  regulations  prescribed. 

Section  904.  Sale  of  Bonds  and  Securities.  Advertisements. 

When  any  township  shall  borrow  money  and  issue  bonds  or  other  se- 
curities therefor,  except  iu  the  ease  of  the  giving  of  notes  for  tempo- 
rary loans  as  may  be  authorized  by  law,  the  authorities  thereof  shall 
sell  the  same  to  the  highest  responsible  bidder,  after  public  notice  by 
advertisement,  once  a week  for  three  weeks,  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
of  general  circulation  published  hi  the  county  iu  which  such  town- 
ship shall  be  situated.  No  bid  for  such  bonds  or  .securities  at  less  than 
Iheir  par  value  shall  be  accepted,  but  where  bonds  and  securities  shall 
have  been  heretofore  or  shall  hereafter  be  advertised  for  sale  as  pro- 
vided in  this  section,  and  no  bids  have  been  received,  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  such  township  to  sell  the  same  at  private  sale  for  not  less 
than  par  and  accrued  interest. 

Section  905.  General  and  Special  Tax  Levies.  The  board  of 
township  supervisors  may,  by  resolution,  levy  taxes  upon  all  property 
and  upon  all  occupations  within  the  townsliip  made  taxable  for  town- 
ship purposes,  as  ascertained  by  the  last  adjusted  valuation  for  county 
purposes,  for  the  purposes  and  at  the  rate  hereinafter  specified,  to 
wit : 

One.  An  annual  road  tax,  not  later  than  the  fourth  Monday  of 
March  of  each  year,  not  exceeding  ten  mills,  unless  the  board  of  super- 
visors by  a majority  action  shall,  upon  due  cause  shown,  petition  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions,  in  which  case  the  court  may,  after  public 
notice  as  the  court  may  direct  and  hearing,  order  a greater  rate  than 
ten  mills,  but  not  exceeding  ten  additional  mills,  to  be  levied.  Such 
annual  road  tax  .shall  include  all  levies  for  road  purposes  and  for  the 
payment  of  bonds  and  certificates  of  indebtedness  issued  and  all  other 
debts  incurred  for  road  purposes.  Not  less  than  ten  per  centum  of 
the  annual  road  tax  shall  be  set  aside  by  the  respective  townships 
and  used  for  the  payment  of  existing  indebtedness  incurred  for  road 
purposes,  for  the  payment  of  which  indebtedness  no  provision  has 
been  made.  All  road  taxes  shall  be  collected  in  cash. 
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Two.  A tax  for  the  purpose  of  building  and  maintainiug  a lock- 
up, after  obtaining  tlie  assent  of  the  electoi-s  of  tlie  toAvnship  in  the 
manner  proA’ided  in  this  act. 

Three.  Upon  the  receipt  of  a petition  of  a majority  of  the  owners 
of  real  estate  of  the  township  requesting  it,  an  annual  tax,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  nulls,  for  the  purpose  of  lighting  the  streets  and  high- 
ways in  the  manner  provided  by  the  general  powers  of  this  act,  and 
of  defraying  the  cost,  charges  and  expenses  thereof. 

Four.  An  annual  tax  so  long  as  necessary,  not  exceeding  fifty 
per  centum  of  the  rate  of  assessment  for  road  purposes,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  a lot  and  erecting  a building  thereon  for  a town- 
house,  and  for  the  payment  of  indebtedness  incurred  in  connection 
therewith : Provided,  The  total  indebtediiess  for  the  payment  of  which 
any  such  tax  shall  be  levied  shall  not  exceed  one-half  of  one  per 
centum  of  the  assessed  value  of  real  estate  in  the  township. 

Five.  A tax,  not  exceeding  two  mills  and  not  exceeding  the 
amounts  hereinafter  limited,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  main- 
taining fire  apparatus  and  to  provide,  with  the  assent  of  the  electors 
of  the  township  as  hereinafter  provided,  a suitable  place  for  the  hous- 
ing of  the  same,  and  to  make  appropriations  to  fire  companies  for  the 
purchase  and  maintenance  of  fire  apparatus ; but  the  total  expenditure 
for  the  purchase  of  fire  apparatus  by  the  township,  together  Avith  the 
amount  of  appropriation  to  one  or  more  fire  companies  from  such 
taxes,  shall  not,  for  the  fir.st  fiscal  year,  exceed  in  all  the  sum  of  seven 
thousand,  five  hundred  dollars ; nor  shall  any  ncAV  fire  apparatus  be 
thereafter  purchased  by  the  tOAvnship,  or  by  any  fire  company  from 
appropriations  made  by  the  toAvnship,  without  the  consent  of  the 
electors  as  hereinafter  provided ; nor  shall  the  total  expenditure  by 
the  township,  in  any  fiscal  year,  for  the  i)urpose  of  maintenance  and 
operation,  together  Avith  the  ai)propriations  to  any  one  or  more  fire 
companies,  exceed  forty-five  hundred  dollars. 

Whenever  the  assent  of  the  electors  is  required  as  hereinbefore 
provided,  the  same  shall  be  expressed  at  an  election  to  be  held  at  the 
place,  time,  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  provided  by  laAV  for 
the  holding  of  municipal  elections.  At  such  election,  the  election  offi- 
ceix  shall  receive  ballots  from  the  electors,  Avhich  shall  be  prepared 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  general  election  law.  In  receiving 
and  counting  and  in  making  return  of  the  votes  cast,  the  election 
officers  shall  be  governed  by  the  laAVs  regulating  municipal  elections, 
and  the  returns  shall  be  computed  by  the  coAirt  as  noAv  proA'ided  by 
laAv  for  municipal  elections. 

The  taxes  authorized  to  be  levied  by  this  section  shall  be 
levied  upon  the  last  adjusted  Amluation  for  county  purposes,  Avhich 
valuation  shall  be  furnished  to  the  toAvnship  supervisors  by  the  county 
commissioners.  If  any  further  adjAistment  of  valuation  is  made  by 
the  county  commissioners,  after  any  tax  is  so  levied  and  before  said 
tax  is  payable,  such  adjusted  Amluation  shall  be  certified  to  the  tOAvn- 
ship  .supervisors  and  to  the  tOAvnship  collector  of  taxes  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  the  tax  shall  be  collected  on  the  basis  of  such  adjusted 
valuation. 

This  article  does  not  include  the  levy  of  any  taxes  upon  par- 
ticular districts,  or  parts  of  any  township,  for  particular  purposes. 
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Section  906.  Tax  Rate  to  be  Expressed  in  Dollars  and  Cents. 

Whenever  the  supervisors  of  any  township  shall,  by  resolution,  fix 
the  rate  of  taxation  for  any  year  at  a mill  rate,  such  resolution  shall 
also  include  a statement  expressing  the  rate  of  taxation  in  dollars 
and  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  valuation  of  tax- 
able property. 

Section  907.  Special  Levies  Ordered  by  Court  to  Pay  Debts.  In 

addition  to  the  levies  hereinbefore  provided  for,  when  it  is  shown  to 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  that  the  debts  due  by  any  township  ex- 
ceed the  amount  which  the  supervisors  may  collect  in  any  year  by 
taxation,  the  court,  after  ascertaining  the  amount  of  indebtedness  of 
any  such  township,  may  by  a writ  of  mandamus  direct  the  township 
supervisors,  by  special  taxation,  to  collect  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay 
the  same.  If  the  amount  of  such  indebtedness  is  so  large  as  to  render 
it  inadvisable  to  collect  the  same  in  any  one  year,  taking  into  con- 
sideration other  necessary  taxation,  the  court  may  direct  the  same  to 
be  levied  and  collected  by  annual  instalments,  and  may  order  such 
special  taxes  to  be  levied  and  collected  during  such  successive  years 
as  may  be  required  for  payment  of  the  same. 

Section  908.  Duplicates.  Abatements  and  Penalties.  The  town- 
ship supervisors  shall  make  or  cause  a duplicate  to  be  made  designat- 
ing the  amount  of  road  tax  levied  against  each  taxpayer  of  the  town- 
ship, and  also  duplicates  for  all  other  taxes  levied  and  a.ssessed  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall  deliver  the  same  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  May  of  each  year  to  the  township  collector,  together  with 
a warrant  for  the  collection  of  the  same,  which  taxes  shall  be  collected 
as  follows : Namely — To  all  taxpayers  who  pay  their  taxes  to  the  col- 
lector before  June  first  of  each  year,  an  abatement  of  five  per  centum 
shall  be  made.  All  road  taxes  paid  to  the  collector  between  June  first 
and  October  first  of  each  year  shall  be  paid  in  full  and  to  all  road 
taxes  remaining  unpaid  on  the  first  of  October,  in  each  year,  the 
collector  shall  add  five  per  centum  as  penalty  for  such  delinquency, 
and  shall  collect  said  penalty  in  addition  to  the  tax  levied. 

Section  909.  Public  Notice  of  Issuing  Duplicate.  AVhere  any 
duplicate  of  taxes  assessed  is  issued  and  delivered  to  the  collector  of 
taxes  he  shall  give  public  notice,  as  soon  thereafter  as  conveniently 
can  be  done,  by  at  least  ten  written  or  printed  notices,  to  be  posted 
in  as  many  public  places  in  different  parts  of  the  township.  Such 
notice  shall  state  that  the  duplicate  has  been  issued  and  delivered  to 
him. 

Section  910.  Tax  Notices.  Each  tax  collector  of  the  several 
townships  within  thirty  days  after  receiving  the  tax  duplicate  shall 
notify  every  taxable  whose  name  shall  appear  on  such  duplicate.  Such 
notice  shall  contain  the  rate  of  taxation,  the  valuation  of  the  prop- 
erty of  such  taxable,  the  occupation  valuation  of  such  taxable,  and 
the  full  amount  of  taxes  for  wdiich  said  taxable  shall  be  liable  for 
the  current  year.  Such  notice  shall  further  state  that  such  taxes  are 
payable,  shall  designate  a place  and  time  when  they  shall  be  paid ; and 
shall  further  state  the  time  within  Avhich  an  abatement  of  tax  will  be 
allowed,  when  full  amount  of  tax  will  be  collected,  and  when  an  addi- 
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tional  percentage  will  be  added  as  a penalty.  Such  notice  shall  be 
mailed  to  the  last  known  post-office  address  of  each  of  said  taxables. 

Section  911.  Compensation  of  Tax  Collector.  The  compensation 
of  the  tax  collector  shall  be  two  per  centum  on  all  road  and  other  taxes 
collected  during  the  period  a discount  is  allowed,  and  five  per  centum 
on  all  such  taxes  collected  thereafter. 

Section  912.  Accounts,  Statements  and  Settlements  of  Tax  Col- 
lector. The  tax  collector  shall  keep  correct  accounts  of  all  moneys  col- 
lected, marking  “paid”  on  his  duplicate  at  the  name  of  each  taxable, 
with  the  amount  of  tax  and  the  date  on  Avhich  paid.  The  collector 
shall,  on  the  first  day  of  each  month,  make  a true  statement  in  writing, 
to  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  of  all  taxes  collected  dur- 
ing the  previous  month,  giving  names  of  taxables,  and  amount  col- 
lected from  each,  and  the  total  amount  received.  The  collector  shall 
pay  over  on  the  first  day  of  each  month,  to  the  treasurer,  all  moneys 
collected  during  the  previous  month,  and  take  his  receipt  for  same. 
A complete  settlement  of  all  taxes  for  each  year  shall  be  made  by  the 
collector  of  taxes  with  the  treasurer  not  later  than  the  first  day  of 
July  of  the  year  succeeding  the  one  in  which  the  taxes  are  levied.  In 
the  settlement  of  such  taxes,  the  tax  collector  shall  be  allowed  a credit 
for  all  unpaid  taxes  which  have  been  returned  or  for  which  liens 
have  been  filed  as  provided  by  law.  Unless  such  settlement  is  made, 
the  tax  collector  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  duplicate  for  any  succeed- 
ing year  during  his  term,  and  the  supervisors  shall  appoint  a tax  col- 
lector in  his  stead  to  collect  such  taxes.  Any  tax  collector  who  neglects 
or  refuses  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  guilty 
of  a misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  for  a term 
not  exceeding  one  year,  or  both. 

Section  913.  Compensation  of  Tax  Collector  Paid  by  Order.  Ex- 
penses. The  compensation  due  a tax  collector  for  taxes  collected  and 
paid  over  to  the  treasurer  shall  be  paid  on  order  drawn  by  the  board 
of  supervisors,  and  said  collector  shall  be  paid,  in  the  same  manner, 
such  actual  printing  and  postage  expenses  as  shall  be  incurred  by  him 
in  performing  his  duties.  The  amount  of  such  expenses  shall  be 
adjusted  by  the  boards  of  supervisors. 

Section  914.  Exonerations.  The  supervisors  shall  at  all  times 
make  abatements  or  exonerations  for  uncollectible  occupation  taxes, 
mistakes,  indigent  persons,  unseated  lands,  et  cetera,  as  to  them  shall 
appear  just  and  reasonable.  The  township  secretary  shall  enter  in 
a book  or  books,  to  be  kept  for  that  piirpose,  the  names  of  all  persons 
abated  or  exonerated,  together  with  the  reason  why,  the  amount  of 
the  tax,  and  date  when  made,  and  give  to  the  collector  a certificate, 
directed  to  the  treasurer,  stating  the  nature  of  the  tax  and  the  amount 
exonerated,  in  order  to  make  settlement  accordingly. 

Section  915.  Auditors  to  Settle  Tax  Accounts.  The  accounts  of 
the  collector  of  taxes  shall  be  settled  by  the  township  auditors.  The 
tax  collector  shall  state  a separate  account  for  each  different  tax 
collected  by  him. 
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ARTICLE  X 

Eminent  Domain  ; Assessment  op  Damages  and  Benefits 
(a)  Oeneral  Provisions  Relating  to  Eminent  Domain 

Section  1001.  Scope  of  Article.  AVhenever  iiiuler  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  the  right  of  eminent  domain  and/or  the  ascertainment 
and  assessment  of  damages  and  benefits  in  viewer  proceedings  is  pro- 
vided for  and  vested  in  a township,  the  proceeding  shall  be  as  set 
forth  in  this  article. 

Section  1002.  Restrictions  as  to  Certain  Property.  In  addition 
to  the  restrictions  made  hy  other  provisions  of  this  act  in  particular 
cases,  no  towmship  shall  exercise  right  of  eminent  domain  as  against 
land  now  occupied  by  any  building  which  Avas  used  during  the  Colonial 
or  Revolutionary  ])eriod  as  a place  of  Assenilily  by  the  Council  of 
file  Colony  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the 
ConimonAvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  or  the  Congress  of  the  United  States; 
or  as  against  the  land  occupied  by  any  fort,  redoubt,  or  blockhouse, 
erected  during  the  Colonial  or  Revolutionary  period,  or  any  building 
used  as  heachpiarters  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental 
Army;  or  as  against  the  site  of  any  building,  fort,  redoubt,  block- 
house, or  headquarters,  Avhich  are  preserved  for  their  historic  asso- 
ciations and  not  for  private  profit.  The  Colonial  and  Revolutionary 
period  shall  be  taken  as  ended  on  the  third  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  .seven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

Section  1003.  Possession  of  Property  Upon  Tender  of  Bond. 

AVhenever,  in  any  condemnation  jiroceedings,  any  township  has  ten- 
dered a bond  to  secure  the  payment  of  damages,  and  the  same  has 
been  aece])ted,  or,  if  the  acceiitance  has  been  refused  and  the  bond 
has  been  filed  in,  and  approA'ed  by  the  court,  the  toAvnship  shall  have 
the  right  to  immediate  possession  of  the  property. 

Section  1004.  Notice  to  Quit;  Possession;  Procedure.  If  the 

OAvner,  lessee,  or  occupier  shall  refirse  to  remove  his  personal  property 
or  giA'e  up  possession,  the  toAvnshij)  may  serve  Avritten  notice  upon 
such  oAvner,  lessee,  or  his  agent,  or  the  occupier  to  remove  his  jiersonal 
property  and  give  up  possession  of  such  [iroperty,  Avithin  sixty  days 
from  the  date  of  the  service  of  such  notice. 

If  the  OAvner.  lessee,  or  occujiier  shall  refuse  to  remove  his  per- 
sonal property  and  give  possession,  upon  proof  of  the  service  of  the 
notice,  a Avrit  of  habere  facias  po.ssessionem  shall  forthwith  issue, 
directing  the  sheriff  to  giA^e  to  the  toAvnship  possession.  . 

Section  1005.  Bond  of  ToAvnship  AVithout  Surety  Sufficient. 

AA^'lienever  any  court  shall  order  any  toAvnship  to  enter  security  for 
the  payment  of  damages  for  the  taking,  injury,  or  destruction  of 
land,  property  or  materials  by  right  of  eminent  domain,  the  bond  of 
the  toAvnship  shall  be  taken  Avithout  sureties. 

Section  1006.  A/alue  of  Land  Not  to  be  Assessed  as  Benefits:  Ex- 
ception. In  all  cases  of  the  appropriation  of  land  for  public  use. 
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other  than  for  roads  or  streets,  it  shall  not  l>e  hnvful  to  assess  any 
portion  of  the  damage  done  to  or  valne  of  the  land  so  appropriated, 
against  the  other  property  adjoining  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  land 
so  appropriated. 

Section  1007.  Viewers’  Report.  Viewers  or  juries  of  view  ap- 
pointed by  any  court  to  assess  damages  and  benefits,  due  to  the  tak- 
ing, injury  or  destruction  of  private  property  in  and  by  the  construc- 
tion or  enlargement  of  any  public  work,  highway,  or  improvement, 
shall  make  their  reports  within  a time  which  the  court  shall  fix  when 
appoinfiug  them,  but,  if  any  of  the  viewers  or  juries  of  view  shall, 
for  any  reason  api^earing  sufficient  to  the  court,  be  iinable  to  file  its 
report  within  the  period  so  fixed,  the  court  may,  either  before  or 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  fixed,  extend  the  time  for  the  filing 
of  siich  report. 

Section  1008.  Plans  of  Properties  Condemned  to  be  Furnished  to 

Viewers.  In  all  proceedings  to  assess  damages  for  the  taking,  injury 
or  destruction  of  private  property  for  public  use,  the  township  tak- 
ing, injuring,  or  destroying  property  for  said  purpose,  shall  furnish 
the  board  of  viewers  with  a correct  plan  of  all  properties  affected, 
showing  all  buildings  or  other  structures  thereon,  their  width,  length, 
elevatioii,  and  cubical  contents,  names  of  all  owners,  tenants,  or  oc- 
cupiers thereof,  the  topography  of  the  lajid,  and  the  grades  and  widths 
of  all  highways  running  through  or  abutting  on  said  jn-operties,  and 
all  other  data  necessary  for  a proper  determination  of  the  amount  of 
damages  caused  bj^  the  taking,  injury  or  destruction  of  said  private 
property. 

Said  plans  shall  be  i)repared  and  ready  for  the  use  of  the  viewers 
at  their  first  meeting,  and  copies  thereof  shall  be  furnished  to  all 
owners,  tenants  and  occupiers  of  the  property  and  all  other  parties 
affected  thereby,  without  charge. 

Section  1009.  Condemnation  Petition  to  Specify  Liens;  Excep- 
tion. In  all  proceedings  instituted  for  the  condemnation  and  appro- 
jmiation  of  land  and  property  by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent 
domain,  excepting  proceedings  to  ascertain  damages  and  benefits  by 
reason  of  township  street  or  sewer  improvements,  the  petition  for  the 
appointment  of  viewers  therein  shall  contain  allegations  specifying  any 
judgments,  mortgages  or  other  claims  (hereinafter  designated  “liens”) 
which  are  liens  upon  the  land  and  property  sought  to  be  approi)riated 
or  condemned  as  aforesaid. 

Section  1010.  Findings  of  Facts  as  to  Liens.  Testimony  shall  be 
taken  in  said  proceedings  to  ascertain  the  amounts  of  said  liens  and 
the  dates  of  the  entry  of  the  same,  and  the  amounts  of  said  liens  and 
the  dates  of  entry  thereof  shall  be  found  as  facts  by  the  viewers  in 
said  proceedings.  Certified  lists  of  liens,  from  the  courts  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  the  United  States,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of 
the  existence,  dates,  amounts,  dates  of  entry  and  places  of  record, 
of  said  liens,  and,  unless  modified  or  overcome  by  oral  or  documeiitary 
evidence,  shall  be  conclusive  upon  the  parties  thereto  as  to  items 
just  specified. 
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Section  1011.  Reports  of  Viewers  as  to  Liens;  Appeals;  Distri- 
bution to  Lien  Creditors;  Discharge  of  Liens.  Where  it  appears  that 
liens  exist  as  aforesaid,  which  are  liens  iipon  propei-ty  sought  to  be 
condemned  and  appropriated  as  aforesaid,  a report  of  the  facts  found 
as  aforesaid  shall  he  made  to  the  court  having-  jurisdiction  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, which  report  shall  be  subject  to  exceptions  in  manner  to  be 
regidated  by  the  Supreme  Court,  by  general  ride  prescribed,  amended, 
and  ]nd)lished  from  time  to  time,  and,  upon  the  findings  in  relation 
to  said  liens  being  finally  found  by  said  court  having  jurisdiction 
of  said  jiroceedings,  said  court  shall  make  an  order  directing  the  pay- 
ment and  distribution  of  the  amount  found  to  be  payable  as  compen- 
sation to  the  ])artie,s  entitled  thereto,  first  to  the  owners  of  said  liens, 
then  to  the  owners  of  the  i)roperty  appropriated  as  aforesaid : Pro- 
vided, however.  That  the  parties  interested  shall  have  the  right  of 
appeal  from  said  order  of  distribution  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme 
Courts  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  amount 
distributed  to  said  parties  respectively,  in  manner  now  provided  by 
law.  Payment  in  accordance  with  said  order  of  distribution  shall 
absolutely  discharge  the  party  making  said  payment  from  all  claims 
of  whatsoever  nature  by  any  ]ierson,  firm,  corporation,  or  claimant, 
as  against  said  property,  Avhen  the  pa;snnent  thereof  shall  be  evidenced 
by  a receipt  of  record  in  said  ])roeeedings ; and  in  said  receipt  and  on 
the  record  thereof,  any  claimant  may  reserve  the  right  to  pursue  the 
owner  of  said  jAroperty  for  any  balance  due  upon  his  lien  against  any 
other  pro])erty  or  assets  of  the  said  owner. 

Section  1012.  Vesting  Title.  Tpon  payment  of  the  compensation 
for  land  or  property  ap])ropriated  as  aforesaid,  in  accordance  with 
said  ord(>r  of  distribution,  title  to  the  land  or  property  appropriated 
shall  vest  in  the  taker  thereof  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  the 
law  under  which  such  api)ropriation  is  made,  and  all  claims  for  com- 
pensation shall  bo  deemed  ])aid  and  satisfied  as  herein  provided. 

Section  1013.  Competency  of  Evidence  as  to  Market  Value  of 
Property.  In  all  proceedings  arising  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of 
eminent  domain,  it  shall  he  competent  for  all  witnesses  called,  when 
duly  qualified,  to  state  their  opinion  as  to  the  market  value  of  the 
property  before  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  and  as 
unaffected  by  it,  and  its  market  value  immediately  after  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  and  as  affected  thereby : 

(a)  To  state,  in  detail  and  costs,  all  the  elements  of  benefit  or 
damage  which  they  have  taken  into  consideration  in  arriving  at  their 
opinion ; 

(b)  In  arriving  at  their  opinion  as  to  the  market  value  imme- 
diately after  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  to  add  to 
their  opinion  of  the  market  value  before  such  exercise,  the  cost  or  value 
of  all  the  elements  of  benefit  or  advantage,  and  to  deduct  therefrom  all 
disadvantage  or  damage  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  market  value  after 
such  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  and  as  affected  thereby ; 

(e)  In  all  proceedings  to  assess  damages  or  benefits  for  the 
opening  of  any  street,  alley,  or  other  highway,  to  take  into  considera- 
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tion,  as  one  of  the  elements  of  advantage  or  disadvantage,  the  cost  of 
street  improvement. 

In  all  claims  for  damages  against  a township,  arising  from  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  it  shall  be  competent  for 
the  party  or  parties  claiming  damages  to  offer  iii  evidence,  as  a declara- 
tion against  interest,  the  value  of  the  property  affected  as  assessed  for 
the  purpose  of  taxation. 

Section  1014.  Proceedings  Where  Assessments  by  Viewers 
Waived.  In  any  proceeding  to  ascertain  the  damage  caused  to  any 
owner  of  lands,  by  reason  of  the  appropriation  of  a right  of  way  or 
easement  by  any  towmship,  where  the  owner  and  township  cannot 
agree  upon  the  amount  of  damage  done,  the  parties  may,  by  agree- 
ment, waive  the  right  to  have  such  damages  assessed,  and  the  owner 
may  file  his  claim  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  and 
rule  the  defendant  to  plead  thereto  within  fifteen  days  from  the  serv- 
ice of  such  rule  upon  the  township,  and  the  suit  shall  be  proceeded 
v/ith  as  if  an  award  of  viewers  had  been  filed  aud  an  appeal  had  been 
taken  therefrom. 

Either  party  to  such  an  action  may  on  motion  have  the  jury  visit 
and  view  the  premises  over  or  through  whicli  the  proposed  right  of 
way  or  easement  may  extend. 

Section  1015.  Appeals  in  Eminent  Domain  Proceedings;  Pay- 
ment of  Money  Into  Court.  In  all  eases  of  damages  asses.sed  against 
any  township  for  property  taken,  injiired,  or  destroyed  by  the  con- 
struction or  enlargement  of  their  works,  highways,  or  improvements, 
whether  such  assessment  shall  have  been  made  by  viewmrs,  or  other- 
wise than  upon  trial  in  court,  and  an  appeal  is  not  i)rovided  for,  an 
appeal  may  be  taken  by  either  party  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
the  county  within  thirty  days  from  the  filing  of  the  report. 

Any  such  appeal  taken  shall  be  signed  by  the  party  taking  the 
same  or  by  his  agent  or  attorney,  and  shall  be  accom]mnied  by  an 
affidavit  of  the  party  appellant,  or  of  the  agent  or  attorney,  that  the 
same  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  but  because  the  affiant  firmly 
believes  that  injustice  has  been  done. 

When  no  such  appeal  is  taken  and  judgment  is  entered,  and  the 
party  to  whom  damages  have  been  awarded  refuses  to  accept  payment 
of  such  award  or  judgment,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  township, 
upon  petition  to  the  court  after  notice  as  ordered  by  court,  to  pay 
the  amount  of  the  aw'ard  and  costs  into  the  court.  The  court,  upon 
such  payment,  shall  order  the  satisfaction  of  the  award  or  judgment. 

fb)  Procedure  for  the  Exercise  of  Eminent  Domain  and  for  tJie 
Assessmemt  of  Damages  and  Benefits 

Section  1020.  Petition  for  Viewers;  Time  of  Meeting.  Except  as 
is  in  this  act  otherwise  provided,  in  case  the  compensation  for  dam- 
ages or  benefits  accruing  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  do- 
main and/or  from  the  erection  and  construction  of  public  improve- 
ments have  not  been  agreed  upon,  the  court  of  common  jileas,  or  any 
law  judge  thereof  in  vacation,  on  application  thereto  by  petition  by 
the  township  or  any  person  interested,  shall  appoint  three  viewers 
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from  the  board  of  viewers  of  the  eounty,  and  appoint  a time,  not  less 
than  twenty  nor  more  than  thirty  days  thereafter,  when  the  viewers 
shall  meet  upon  the  line  of  tlie  imj)rovement  and  view  the  same  and 
the  premises  affected  thereby. 

Section  1021.  When  Viewers  May  be  Appointed.  Tlie  viewers 
provided  for  in  tlie  preceding  section  may  be  appointed  before  or  after 
the  entry,  ai)propriation,  or  injury  of  any  projierty  or  materials  for 
constrncting  snch  improvements. 

Section  1022.  Notice  of  Meeting  of  Viewers.  Except  Avhen  other- 
wise in  this  act  ])rovide(.l,  the  viewers  shall  give  at  least  ten  days’  notice 
of  the  time  of  their  first  meeting,  by  publication  in  one  or  more  news- 
papers of  the  county,  and  by  handbills  posted  upon  the  iiremises,  or 
otherwise  as  the  court  shall  direct. 

Section  1023.  Swearing  Viewers;  Hearings;  Schedules  of 
Damages  and  Benefits.  The  vieivers,  having  been  sworn  or  affirmed 
faithfully,  justly,  and  impartially  to  decide  and  a true  report  to  make 
concerning  all  matters  to  bv  submitted  to  them  ami  iu  relation  to  which 
they  are  authorized  to  inquire,  anddiaving  vieived  the  premises  and 
examined  the  property,  shall  hear  all  parties  interested  and  their  wit- 
nesses and  shall  determine  the  damages  for  ju’operty  taken,  injured, 
or  destroyed,  if  any,  and  to  whom  the  same  is  payable;  and,  having 
determined  the  damages,  together  with  the  benefits,  they  shall  prepare 
a schedule  thereof. 

Section  1024.  Assessment  of  Damages  and  Benefits.  The 
damages  may  be  paid  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  township,  or  may  be 
assessed  in  Avhole  or  in  part  upon  the  property  benefited.  In  the  latter 
ease,  the  vieAvers,  having  first  determined  the  damages  apart  from  the 
benefits,  shall  assess  the  total  cost  of  the  improvement,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  just  and  reasonable,  upon  the  properties  peculiarly 
benefited,  including  in  the  assessinent  all  parties  for  which  damages 
have  been  alloAved,  and  shall  report  the  same  to  the  court.  The  total 
assessments  for  benefits  shall  not  exceed  the  total  damages  awarded  or 
agreed  upon. 

Section  1025.  Assessment  Awards.  In  proceedings  to  assess 
damages  and  benefits,  if  the  property  is  both  benefited  and  damaged 
by  such  improvements,  the  excess  of  damages  over  benefits,  or  the 
excess  of  benefits  over  damages,  or  nothing  in  case  the  benefits  and 
damages  are  equal,  shall  be  awarded  to  or  assessed  against  the  several 
OAvnei’s  of  property  affected  thereby. 

Section  1026.  Separate  Reports  of  Damages  and  Benefits.  The 
preceding  section  shall  not  prevent  the  vicAvers  from  making  a separate 
report  of  the  damages  and  benefits,  respectively.  In  such  event,  if 
the  damages  to  the  property  of  any  pereon  be  greater  than  the  benefits, 
or  if  the  benefits  be  greater  than  the  damages,  or  if  the  damages  and 
benefits  be  equal,  in  either  case  the  vieAvers  shall  strike  a balance  and 
carry  the  difference  forward  to  another  column,  so  that  the  assess- 
ment shall  show  Avhat  amount  is  to  be  received  or  paid  by  the  property 
owner  and  the  difference  only  shall  be  collectible  of  or  paid  to  such 
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property  owner.  Appeals  taken  from  the  report  of  the  hoard  of  viewers 
shall  be  from  such  net  amount  only. 

Section  1027.  Notice  When  Schedules  Will  be  Exhibited.  The 
viewers  shall  give  notice  to  all  parties  to  whom  damages  are  allowed, 
or  upon  whom  assessments  for  benefits  are  made,  of  a time  not  less 
than  ten  days  thereafter,  and  of  place  where  the  viewei*s  will  meet  and 
exhibit  their  schedule  and  hear  all  exceptions  thereto. 

Section  1028.  Service  of  Notices.  Such  notice  shall  be  given,  in 
the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  service  of  a summons  in  a personal 
action,  if  the  parties  can  be  found  in  the  township ; or  upon  an  adult 
person  residing  upon  the  property  affected  by  the  assessment,  in  case 
the  OAvner  or  reputed  owner  cannot  be  found ; and  to  all  others  by 
publication  in  the  iieAv.spaper  or  neAA'spapers  in  Avhieh  tlie  first  notices 
of  the  vieAV  were  publislied,  and  by  posting  conspicuously  on  the 
premises.  The  board  of  supervisors  may  by  resolution  provide  by 
Avhom  the  notice  shall  be  served  and  posted  and  fix  the  compensation 
for  such  seiwice. 

Section  1029.  Report  of  Viewers;  Plan  of  Improvements.  After 
making  AvhateA’er  changes  are  necessary,  the  AueAver.s  or  a majority 
thereof  shall  report  to  the  coiu’t,  showing  the  damages  and/or  benefits 
alloAA'ed  and  assessed  in  each  ease,  and  file  therewith  a plan  to  be  pre- 
pared or  secured  by  the  vieAvers,  showing  the  improA’cment,  the  prop- 
erties taken,  injured  or  destroyed,  and  properties  benefited. 

Section  1030.  Notice  of  Filing  of  Report.  When  the  report  is 
filed,  notice  thereof  shall  immediately  be  given,  by  publication  once 
in  the  ueAvspapers  publishing  the  notice  provided  for  in  this  article. 
Such  notice  shall  state  the  date  of  filing  of  the  report,  contain  a 
schedule  of  the  <lamages  alloAA’ed  and  benefits  assessed,  and  shall  state 
that,  unless  exce])tions  be  filed  thereto  or  an  appeal  to  the  court  of 
common  pleas  is  taken  therefrom  Avithin  thirty  days  from  the  date  of 
filing,  the  report  Avill  be  confirmed  al)Solutely. 

Section  1031.  Township  to  Pay  Costs  of  Proceedings.  The  cost 
of  the  proceedings,  including  court  costs,  except  the  compensation  of 
the  A’ieAA'ers,  shall  be  i)aid  by  the  toAA'uship. 

Section  1032.  Bond  of  Township.  Except  Avhen  in  this  act  other- 
AA'ise  provided,  in  all  cases  Avhere  the  parties  have  not  agreed  upon  the 
damages  claimed,  or  Avhere,  by  reason  of  the  absence  or  legal  inca- 
pacity of  the  OAA'iier,  no  such  agreement  can  be  made,  the  township 
may  tender  sufficient  security  to  the  party  entitled  to  damages,  or  to 
the  attorney  or  agent  of  any  person  absent,  or  to  the  agent  or  officer 
of  a corporation,  or  to  the  guardian  or  committee  of  any  one  under 
legal  incapacity. 

Section  1033.  Condition  of  Bond;  Notice  of  Filing  in  Court. 

The  condition  of  the  security  shall  be  that  the  tOAA'iiship  shall  pay  or 
cause  to  be  paid  such  amount  of  damages  as  the  party  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
parties  or  assessed  in  the  manner  proA’ided  for  by  this  article.  In  ease 
the  party  claiming  damages  refuses  to  accept  the  security  tendered. 
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the  township  shall  give  the  party  or  his  agent,  attorney,  guardian, 
or  committee,  a written  notice  of  the  time  when  the  same  wull  be  pre- 
sented in  court. 

Section  1034.  Filing  Bond;  Recovery  Thereon.  If  approved  by 
the  court,  the  security  shall  be  filed  for  the  benefit  of  those  interested, 
and  recovery  may  be  had  thereon  for  the  amount  of  damages  assessed. 
If  the  damages  be  not  paid,  they  may  be  collected  by  execution  on  the 
judgment  in  the  issue  framed  to  try  the  que.stion.  Upon  the  approval 
of  the  security,  the  towmship  may  proceed  Avith  the  improvement. 

Section  1035.  Exceptions  to  Report  of  Viewers.  AVithin  thirty 
days  after  the  filing  of  any  re])ort,  any  party  interested  may  file 
exceptions  to  the  same ; and  the  court  shall  confirm,  modify,  or  change 
the  same,  or  change  the  assessments  made  therein  or  refer  it  back  to 
the  same  or  new  viewers. 

Section  1036.  Confirmation  of  Report  of  Viewers.  AVhen  the 
report  is  filed,  the  prothonotary  shall  mark  it  confirmed  nisi.  In  ease 
no  exceptions  are  filed  thereto,  he  shall  enter  a decree  that  the  report 
is  confirmed  absolutely. 

Section  1037.  Effect  of  Exceptions  on  Confirmation  of  Report. 

AVhen  exceptions  are  filed  which  affect  the  entire  report,  the  same 
shall  not  be  confirmed  absolutely  as  to  any  part  thereof  until  the  ex- 
ceptions have  been  finally  disposed  of ; when  the  exceptions  do  not 
affect  the  entire  report,  the  court  shall  confirm  the  assessments  to 
which  exceptions  have  not  been  taken. 

Section  1038.  Appeals  from  Confirmations  After  Exceptions. 
AVithin  three  months  after  the  confirmation  of  any  report,  following 
the  filing  of  exceptions  thereto,  any  party  interested  may  appeal  from 
the  decree  of  the  court  below  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court,  as  the 
case  may  be. 

Section  1039.  Effect  of  Appeals.  AVhen  any  appeal  is  taken 
from  the  action  of  the  court  confirming  any  viewers’  report  or  part 
thereof,  if  the  appeal  affects  the  entire  report,  it  shall  have  the  effect 
of  suspending  the  absolute  confirmation  thereof  until  the  appeal  is 
finally  disposed  of ; but  Avhere  the  appeal  is  to  matters  Avhich  do  not  af- 
fect the  entire  report,  or  any  other  assessment,  such  appeal  shall  af- 
fect only  the  particular  assessment  for  which  the  appeal  is  taken. 

Section  1040.  Filing  Assignments  of  Error,  Et  Cetera.  In  order 
to  determine  Avhether  any  appeal  affects  the  entire  report,  or  any  par- 
ticular assessment,  the  appellant  shall  file  in  the  court  below,  before 
or  at  the  time  of  filing  his  Avrit  of  certiorari,  a copy  of  his  specifications 
or  assignments  of  error  or  grounds  of  appeal.  Upon  failure  so  to  do, 
the  tOAvnship  or  any  party  interested  may,  by  notice  or  rule  upon 
the  appellant,  cause  such  specifications,  assignments  of  error,  or  grounds 
of  appeal,  to  be  filed. 

Section  1041.  Certificate  of  Judge  of  the  Court  Below.  Upon 
the  request  of  the  toAAmship,  or  any  party  interested,  the  court  beloAv, 
or  any  judge  thereof  in  vacation,  shall  certify  Avhether  the  appeal  af- 
fects the  entire  report,  and  said  certificate  shall  be  conclusive.  AVhere 
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the  court  or  judge  certifies  tliat  the  appeal  Avill  affect  the  entire  re- 
port, no  furthei’  proceedings  sliall  he  taken  in  the  court  below  until 
after  the  final  action  of  the  appellate  court ; but  where  tlie  court  or 
judge  certifies  that  the  appeal  will  affect  only  a particular  assessment, 
then  the  confirmation  of  all  other  assessments  shall  be  final. 

Section  1042.  Effect  of  Affirmation  of  Decree  of  Court  Below, 
If,  on  any  appeal,  the  action  of  the  court  below  is  affirmed,  the  date 
of  the  decree  or  judgment  of  the  appellate  court  shall  be  taken  as 
the  day  on  which  the  report  was  finally  confirmed. 

Section  1043.  Consolidation  of  Appeals.  AVhere  any  appeal  is 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  an  appeal  is  also  taken  to  the  Su- 
perior Court,  and  the  appeals  in  both  eases  are  .substantially  the  same, 
the  Superior  Court  may  certify  such  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  to 
be  heard  with  the  other  appeals  from  the  same  report. 

The  Supreme  Court  shall  eon.solidate  all  such  api)eaLs  and  hear 
them  as  one  case.  Where  several  appeals  are  taken  from  the  con- 
firmation of  the  same  report,  either  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Court, 
and  the  grounds  of  the  appeal  are  similar,  the  appellate  court  may 
consolidate  the  appeals. 

Section  1044.  Appellants  May  Unite  in  Appeals;  Effect  Thereof. 

Several  parties  may  unite  in  a single  appeal,  either  to  the  Superior  or 
Supreme  Court,  where  the  grounds  of  appeal  are  .similar,  but  the 
uniting  of  the  appellants  shall  not  unite  the  amounts  or  change  the 
jurisdiction.  AVhen  the  appeal,  if  taken  by  each  appellant  singly, 
would  be  to  the  Superior  Court,  then  the  appeal  shall  be  to  that  court; 
but,  if  the  appeal  of  any  one  appellant  would  be  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
then  the  joint  a]>peal  shall  be  to  that  court.  If  an  appeal  has  been 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  any  otlier  party,  without  regard  to  the 
amount  involved,  if  the  grounds  of  appeal  are  similar,  may  appeal 
to  the  same  court  and  join  in  such  ai)peal. 

Section  1045,  Appeals  From  Reports  of  Viewers  for  Jury  Trial, 

AVithin  thirty  day  after  any  report  of  viewers  is  tiled  in  court,  any 
party  whose  property  is  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  or  Avdio  is  assessed 
benefits,  may  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  demand  a trial 
by  jury.  AA^here  an  appeal  is  so  taken  as  to  a portion  of  the  report,  the 
portion  not  appealed  from  shall  be  confirmed  absolutely,  at  the  expir- 
ation of  thirty  days  after  the  report  is  filed  in  court. 

Section  1046.  Reasons  for  Appeals  to  be  Stated.  The  appeal,  as 
provided  in  the  last  preceding  section,  shall  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  is  taken,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  appellant,  or  by  his  agent 
or  attorney;  and  shall  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  that  it  is  not 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  delay  but  because  the  appellant  believes  that 
injustice  has  been  done. 

Section  1047.  Costs,  lipon  the  trial  of  any  such  appeal,  in  case 
the  party  appellant  does  not  obtain  a verdict  more  favorable  than  was 
the  report  of  the  viewers  as  finally  confirmed,  the  appellant  shall  not 
recover  any  costs. 

Section  1048.  Notices,  Appeals  from  the  Court  Below.  The 
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court  of  common  pleas  shall  order  what  notices  shall  be  given  in  con- 
nection with  such  ])roceedings,  and  may,  by  nde  or  otherwise,  pre- 
scribe the  form  of  pleadings.  After  verdict  and  final  judgment,  either 
party  may,  within  three  months,  appeal  to  the  Superior  or  Supreme 
Court. 

Section  1049.  Appeals  to  the  Wrong  Court.  Should  any  appeal 
under  this  article  be  made  to  the  Avrong  court,  such  court  shall  certify 
the  appeal  to  the  court  to  which  it  should  have  been  taken. 

Section  1050.  Appeals  Not  to  Prevent  Filing  Liens.  No  appeal 
taken  under  this  article  shall  prevent  the  filing  of  liens  by  any  town- 
ship for  any  assessment  made  by  any  such  report,  but  upon  the  final 
termination  of  the  issue,  the  court  shall  make  such  order  as  to  the 
lien  filed  as  shall  appear  right  and  proper. 

Section  1051.  Discontinuance  of  Proceedings.  If  any  toAvnship 
shall  repeal  any  resolution,  or  discontinue  any  proceeding,  providing 
for  any  improvements  prior  to  the  entry  upon,  taking,  or  injury  to 
any  property  or  materials,  the  townshiii  shall  not  be  liable  to  pay  any 
damages  which  have  been  assessed,  but  all  costs  upon  any  such  pro- 
ceeding shall  be  paid  by  the  township,  together  with  any  actual  dam- 
age sustained  by  reason  of  such  proceeding. 

Section  1052.  Assessments  to  Bear  Interest.  All  assessments  for 
benefits,  costs,  and  expenses  shall  bear  interest  at  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  after  they  shall  have  been  finally  ascertained,  and  shall  be 
payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the  tOAVuship. 

Section  1053.  Damages  to  Bear  Interest.  The  amount  of  damages 
allowed  in  a report  of  Auewers  for  the  taking,  injury  or  destruction  of 
property  by  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  shall,  as  finally 
confirmed,  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  from 
the  date  of  the  confirmation  nisi  of  the  report. 

ARTICLE  XI 

Roads,  Streets  and  Highways 
f a)  Laying  Out  Roads  Under  the  General  Road  Law 

Section  1101.  Except  as  otherwise  in  this  act  proAuded,  or  except 
as  otherAvise  provided  by  local  or  special  legislation,  all  roads  wholly 
within  or  partly  Avithin  townships,  shall  be  laid  out,  widened,  changed, 
or  vacated  bj’  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions,  as  heretofore,  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  the  general  road  Irav  and  the  amendments,  additions, 
and  supplements  thereto.  All  damages  and  benefits  occasioned  by  such 
laying  out  and  the  subsequent  opening  thereof,  or  by  any  such  widen- 
ing, changing,  or  vacation,  shall  be  assessed,  collected,  and  paid  in  the 
manner  proAuded  by  the  general  road  law  and  the  amendments,  addi- 
tions, and  supplements  thereto. 

(h)  Certain  Roads  Declared  to  he  Public  Roads 

Section  1105.  EA-ery  road  not  of  record  which  has  been  used  for 
public  travel  and  maintained  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  expenditure  of 
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to’ivnship  funds  for  a period  of  twenty-one  yeai-s  and  upwards  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  a public  road  of  the  width  of  thirty-three  feet,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  there  is  no  public  record  of  the  laying  out 
of  such  road  or  a dedication  thereof  for  public  use.  In  all  such  cases 
the  lawful  laying  out  and  opening  or  dedication  of  such  roads  of  the 
width  hereinbefore  specified  shall  be  conclusively  presumed. 

(c)  Opening  and  Repairing  Roads,  Deiours,  Etc. 

Section  1110.  Opening,  Repairing  and  Closing  Roads.  Public 
roads  or  highways  in  townships,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable, 
be  effectually  opened  and  constantly  kept  in  repair.  All  public  roads 
or  highways  shall  at  all  seasons  be  kept  reasonably  clear  of  all  impedi- 
ments to  easy  and  convenient  traveling,  at  the  expense  of  the  township. 

The  supervisors  of  any  township  may  teiuiDorarily  close  any  town- 
ship road,  when  in  their  opinion  excessive  or  unusual  conditions  have 
rendered  such  road  unfit  or  unsafe  for  travel,  and  immediate  repair, 
because  of  the  time  of  year  or  other  conditions,  is  imijracticable.  The 
road  or  portion  of  road  so  closed  shall  be  properly  marked  at  its 
extremities  and  a means  of  passage  for  the  customary  users  of  such 
road  shall  whenever  possible  be  provided. 

Any  one  using  such  road  or  portion  thereof  after  the  same  has 
been  proi)erly  closed  and  marked,  Avithout  a permit  from  the  super- 
visors, shall  be  subject  to  a penalty  of  not  more  than  one  hunclred 
dollars  to  be  recovered  in  a summary  proceeding,  and  penalties  so 
recovered  shall  be  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the  tOAvnship  A\dierein 
the  offense  AA^as  committed,  to  be  expended  in  the  repair  of  the  roads 
of  the  toAATiship. 

Section  1111.  Time  Within  Which  Roads  to  be  Opened.  AYhen- 
ever  proceedings  have  been  heretofore  or  may  hereafter  be  begun  in 
any  court  of  quarter  sessions  for  the  opening  and  laying  out  of  any 
public  road  in  any  tOAvnship,  such  public  road  shall  be  physically 
opened  upon  the  ground  for  use  by  the  public  Avithin  the  period  of 
five  years  next  after  the  entry  of  the  final  decree  confirming  said 
road  and  not  thereafter. 

In  the  eA-ent  that  the  proceeding  for  the  opening  and  laying  out 
of  a public  road  referred  to  in  this  section  shall  haA’e  been  completed, 
and  a final  decree  confirming  said  road  shall  have  been  made,  and 
such  proposed  road  shall  not  liaA’e  been  physically  opened  upon  the 
ground  and  shall  have  remained  unopened  to  public  use  for  a con- 
tinuous period  of  five  years  next  after  the  entry  of  the  final  deci’ee 
confirming  said  road,  then  such  proceedings  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
void  and  of  no  effect,  and  the  land  proposed  to  be  taken  shall  rcA'ert 
to  the  OAvners  of  the  land,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Ameation  of  a public 
road  free  of  any  easement  or  right  of  the  public  to  use  the  same. 

Section  1112.  Detours.  Except  in  the  case  of  emergencies  AA’here- 
in  the  safety  of  the  public  Avould  be  endangered,  no  public  road  or 
higliAvay  in  any  toAvnship  shall  be  closed  to  vehiciilar  traffic,  except 
upon  order  of  the  authorities  haAung  charge  of  the  maintenance  of 
such  highways,  nor  for  a longer  period  than  is  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose for  AA'hich  such  order  is  issued : ProAuded,  hoAvever,  That  no  public 
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road  or  liigliway  shall  be  closed  to  vehicular  traffic  when  the  same  has 
been  designated  as  a detour  by  the  State  Department  of  Highways, 
unless  the  written  consent  of  the  State  Department  of  Highways  has 
fiist  been  obtained,  or  unless  the  authorities  having  jurisdiction  over 
sakl  road  or  highway  shall,  by  resolution  duly  recorded  on  their 
minutes,  declare  such  closing  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
public  safety. 

When  any  public  road  or  highway  shall  be  closed,  as  hereinbefore 
provided,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  authorizing  the  clos- 
ing to  immediately  designate  or  lay  out  a detour,  on  which  they  shall 
erect  or  cause  to  be  erected  and  maintained  while  such  detour  is  iii 
use  legible  signs  at  each  public  road  intersection  throughout  its  entire 
length,  indicating  the  direction  to  the  main  highway.  During  the 
period  wdien  such  detour  is  in  use,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  authori- 
ties closing  the  main  highway  to  maintain  such  detour  in  safe  and 
passable  condition.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  authorities  closing 
the  main  highway  and  maintaining  the  detour  to  immediately  remove 
all  detour  signs  when  the  highway  originally  closed  is  opened  for 
traffic.  Said  supervisors  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  repair  the  road 
designated  as  a detour,  and  place  same  in  a condition  at  least  equal 
to  its  condition  when  designated  as  a detour.  AVhenever  necessary  in 
the  creation  of  a detour,  as  aforesaid,  the  authorities  responsible  for 
la>dng  out  the  detour  may  enter  into  agreement  with  the  owners  of 
private  lands,  covering  the  acquisition  of  right-of-way  privileges  over 
private  property  for  the  period  when  the  main  highway  shall  be  closed 
to  traffic.  In  the  exercise  of  the  rights  conferred  by  this  section,  the 
authorities  responsible  are  hereby  empowered  to  pay  for  the  neces- 
sary maintenance,  subsequent  repair,  and  land  rental,  out  of  such 
funds  as  are  available  for  the  construction  and/or  maintenance  of  the 
higliAvays  in  their  charge. 

Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  remove,  deface,  destroy  or  dis- 
regard any  barricade,  light,  danger  sign,  detour  sign,  or  warning  of 
any  other  character  whatsoever,  erected  or  placed  under  authority  of 
this  section,  or  who  shall  drive  on,  over  or  across  any  highway  which 
has  been  closed  by  proper  authority,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof 
in  a summary  proceeding  before  a magistrate,  alderman  or  justice  of 
the  peace,  be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  not  lass  than  twenty-five  dol- 
lars nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  costs  of  prosecution, 
and,  in  default  of  the  payment  thereof,  shall  be  imprisoned  one  day 
for  each  dollar  of  fine  and  costs  unpaid:  Provided,  however.  That 
persons  Avho  have  no  outlet  due  to  the  closing  of  a highway  may 
drive  on,  over  or  across  such  highway,  with  the  consent  in  writing 
of,  and  subject  to  such  conditiorrs  as  may  be  prescribed  by,  the  au- 
thorities responsible  for  the  closing  or  their  agents  or  contractors,  with- 
out being  subject  to  the  penalties  imposed  by  this  section. 

In  addition  to  the  penalties  herein  provided,  the  authorities  re- 
sponsible for  the  maintenance  of  a highway  which  has  been  closed 
to  vehicular  traffic,  or  their  agents  or  contractors,  may,  in  an  action 
at  law,  recover  damages  from  any  person  or  persons  who  have  damaged 
a highway  by  driving  on,  over  or  across  same  when  it  is  closed  to 
vehicular  traffic  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
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All  fines  collected  under  the  i^rovisions  of  this  section  shall  be 
paid  by  the  officer  receiving  the  same  to  the  treasnrer  of  the  township 
in  which  the  offense  was  committed. 

(d)  Changing,  Vacating  or  Altering  Roads  by  Agreement  With 

Property  Owners 

Section  1115.  Whenever  the  supervisors  of  any  township  deem  it 
advisable  to  construct,  change,  or  alter  any  part  of  any  public  road 
under  their  suitervision,  within  this  Commonwealth,  or  to  vacate  any 
abandoned  portion  of  a State  highway  not  vacated  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Highways,  and  can  agree  with  the  property  owners  affected 
by  such  change,  alteration  or  vacation,  they  may  change,  alter  or 
vacate  such  part  of  such  public  road,  as  contemplated  in  such  agree- 
ment, Avithout  the  formality  of  a view. 

No  such  change  or  alteration  of  any  part  of  any  public  road  shall 
be  made,  the  costs  and  expenses  of  which,  including  damages  to  such 
townshijA,  shall  exceed  five  hundred  dollars.  A petition  setting  forth 
the  facts  regarding  such  change,  alteration  or  vacation,  accompanied 
by  a map  or  draft  of  the  same,  shall  be  presented  to  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  for  approval  before  such  actual  change,  alteration 
or  vacation  is  made ; whereupon  the  new  location,  approved  by  the 
court,  shall  he  taken  to  be  the  public  road  and  the  old  location  shall 
be  vacated,  or  the  abandoned  State  highway  shall  be  vacated  as  the 
case  may  be. 

(e)  Elimination  of  Curves 

Section  1120.  Any  toAvnship  may  acquire,  by  purchase  or  by  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  any  such  i)roi)erty  and  lands  situate  along 
or  adjacent  to  any  toAvnship  higliway,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  super- 
visors of  such  township,  may  be  necessary  to  eliminate  dangerous 
curves  and  widen  narrow  roads  or  highways  for  the  better  protection 
and  safety  to  the  traveling  public. 

Upon  any  such  purchase  or  condemnation  the  supervisors  may, 
from  time  to  time,  abate  or  remove  or  cause  to  be  abated  or  removed, 
any  such  dangerous  curve  or  curves,  or  widen  such  narroAV  highway  to 
the  extent  of  the  property  and  land  so  acquired. 

The  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  such  property  and  lands 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  and  for  the  assessment  of  damages 
for  property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall  be  taken  in  the  manner 
provided  by  this  act  for  the  condemnation  of  land  by  townships. 

This  section  shall  not  be  construed  to  repeal  any  acts  or  parts  of 
acts  providing  a method  of  procedure  for  the  widening  of  township 
roads. 

(f)  Acquisition  of  Unobstructed  Views  at  Curves  and  Intersections 

Section  1125.  Any  township,  may  acquire,  by  purchase  or  by  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  a free  and  unobstructed  view  down  and 
across  such  lands  located  at  or  near  the  intersection  of  any  two  high- 
ways, or  a highway  and  a railroad  or  railway,  or  at  any  curve  in  any 
highway,  as  may  be  necessary  to  assure  a free  and  unobstructed  view  in 
all  directions  at  snch  crossings,  and  to  so  prevent  the  use  of  such  lands 
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for  any  purpose  or  in  aipy  manner  wliicli  may  interfere  with  or  ob- 
struct the  vision  of  any  person  or  i)ersons  traveling  njion  any  such 
highway. 

Upon  any  such  condemnation,  the  townsliip,  having  had  such  view 
condemned,  may,  from  time  to  time,  abate  or  remove,  or  cause  to  be 
abated  or  removed,  auj^  obstruction  to  such  view  over  and  across  sucli 
lands. 

The  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  such  view  over  and  across 
such  lands  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  aiul  for  the  assesment  of 
damages  for  property  taken,  injured  or  destroyed,  shall  be  taken  in 
the  manner  provided  in  this  act. 

Upon  the  condemnation  of  a view  over  and  across  any  such  lands, 
the  owner  of  such  lands  may  make  every  such  u.se  thereof  as  will  not 
interfei'e  with  a free  and  unobstructed  view  at  such  dangerous  cro.ss- 
ing  or  curve,  and,  ludess  specially  ])rovided  for  in  such  condemnation 
proceedings,  such  condemnation  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  the 
owner  thereof  from  using  such  land  for  pasture  or  the  growing  of 
grass,  oats,  wheat,  or  other  crojrs  which  will  not  obstruct  the  vision 
more  than  wheat. 

(p)  Belocafion,  Alteration  and  Vacation  of  Roads  in  or  Near 

State  Parks 

Section  1130.  Agreements  to  Relocate,  Alter  and  Vacate  Roads. 
Whenever  a i)ublic  I'oad  or  highway  within  a park  or  public  grounds, 
title  to  which  park  or  public  grounds  is  vested  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, is  laid  out,  located,  relocated,  altered,  or  vacated,  in  .such  man- 
ner that  a public  road  oi-  highway,  apjtroaching,  leading  into,  or  con- 
tiguous to  such  park  or  public  grounds,  shall  become  either  useless,  in- 
convenient, or  burdensome,  such  public  road  or  highway,  approaching, 
leading  into,  or  contiguous  to  such  park  or  public  grounds,  may  be  al- 
tered, relocated,  or  vacated,  by  the  township  supervisors  charged  with 
the  duty  of  maintaining  such  roads,  or  highways,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  convenient  and  suitable  as  an  approach 
to  the  roads  and  highways  within  said  i)ark  or  public  grounds,  upon 
the  consent  and  agreement  of  :(a)  the  commissionei’s  or  officials  charged 
with  the  care  and  management  of  said  park  or  public  grounds;  (b)  the 
township  supervisors  charged  with  the  duty  of  maintaining  said 
roads  or  highways,  approaching,  leading  into,  or  contiguous  to  said 
park  or  public  grounds;  and  fc)  the  property  owners  owning  the  ma- 
jority of  the  fi’ontage  of  land  abutting  upon  the  relocated  portion  of 
the  roads  or  highways,  approaching,  leading  into,  or  contiguous  to  said 
park  or  public  groxinds. 

Section  1131.  Agreement  to  be  Filed  in  Court-.  Effect  of  Filing. 
The  filing  of  the  conseixt  and  agreement  of  commissioners  or  officials 
charged  with  the  care  and  management  of  such  park  or  public  grounds, 
the  township  supervisors,  and  of  the  property  owners,  in  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  of  the  county  or  counties  in  which  the  altered,  relo- 
cated, or  vacated  road  or  highway  is  situate,  shall  have  the  same  force 
and  effect  as  the  filing  and  the  approval  and  absolute  confirmation  by 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  a report  of  viewers  appointed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  general  road  law,  and  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect 
as  though  said  viewers  had  laid  out,  located,  relocated,  altered  or  va- 
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cated  sucli  road  or  highway  in  aecordanco  witli  the  agreement  filed  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  re])ort  of  said  viewers  had  been  filed,  approved  and 
absolutely  confirmed  by  the  conrt. 

The  filing  of  said  agreemenf  in  the  conrt  of  4uart(n-  sessions  shall  be 
eonclnsive  as  to  the  cptestion  of  the  necessity  foi'  the  laying  ont,  loca- 
tion, relocation,  alteration,  or  vacation  of  said  roads,  or  higliways,  as 
contained  in  the  said  agreement,  and  that  tlie  poi'tion  or  portions  of 
said  road  or  highway  abandoned  or  A'acated  were  useless,  inconvenient, 
and  burdensome. 

Section  1132.  Altered  and  Relocated  Roads  Declared  Township 
Roads.  Snch  road  or  highway,  when  altered  or  relocated,  shall  be 
maintained  and  repaired  in  the  same  manner  as  otlnn-  lownshi])  roads 
are  maintained  and  repaired. 

Section  1133.  Assessment  of  Damages.  The  owner  of  any  land 
through  which  any  public  road  or  highway  may  he  so  relocated,  may 
apply  by  ])etition  to  the  conrt  of  cpiarter  sessions  of  the  proper  connty, 
setting  forth  the  injiny  which  he  or  she  may  have  sustained  by  reason 
of  the  relocation  of  the  said  public  road  or  highway,  and  the  j)roeeed- 
ings  relative  to  the  assessment  and  jiayment  of  damages  of  said  land- 
owner  shall  he  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  eminent 
domain  proceedings. 

(h)  Grading,  Pairing,  or  Macadamizing  reefs  or  Highways  Upon 
Pefifio)!  of  Property  Owners 

Section  1135.  Petition  of  Property  Owners.  Any  township  may 
grade,  pave,  or  macadamize,  with  brick,  stone  or  other  suitable  mate- 
rials, any  public  street  or  highway  or  part  thei'eof  (not  less  than  one 
thousand  feet)  laid  ont  and  o])ened  in  the  township.  No  street  or 
highway  or  any  part  thereof  shall  he  graded,  paved,  oi'  macadamized 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  except  npon  the  petitions  of  owners 
of  property  re])resenting  a majority  in  number  of  feet  fi’ont  of  the 
properties  abutting  on  the  street  or  highway  or  part  thereof  |)roposed 
to  be  paved  nor  unless  there  shall  he  at  least  ten  separate  improved 
dwellings  or  places  of  bn.siness  in  each  one  thousand  feet  of  highway 
to  be  so  improved. 

Section  1136.  Assessment  of  Cost  by  Foot  Front  Rule.  The  cost 
and  expense  of  any  snch  improvement  may  be  collected  from  the  own- 
ers of  the  real  estate  abutting  on  snch  street  or  highway  or  ])art  there- 
of, by  an  equal  assessment  on  the  feet  front.  Snch  assessment  .shall 
be  estimated  by  the  person  in  charge  of  the  work  or  by  other  competent 
authority  designated  by  the  township  supervisors. 

Section  1137.  Collection  of  Assessments.  All  .sucli  asses.sments 
for  grading,  paving,  or  macadamizing  shall  be  filed  Avith  the  secretary 
of  the  board  of  supervisors.  The  .secretary  shall  give  thirty  days’  Avrit- 
ten  or  printed  notice  that  the  assessments  are  due  an.l  payable  to  each 
party  assessed,  either  by  serAuce  on  the  owner  or  agent  or  left  on  the 
a.ssessed  ])remises.  If  the  assessments,  or  any  of  them,  remain  unpaid 
at  the  expiration  of  said  thirty  days,  they  shall  he  placial  in  the  hands 
of  the  township  solicitor  for  collection.  The  solicitoi-  shall  collect  the 
same,  together  Avith  five  per  centum  additional  as  attorney’s  commis- 
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sion  and  interest  from  the  completion  of  the  improvement,  by  a munici- 
pal claim  filed  against  the  delinquent  owner  in  like  manner  as  munici- 
pal claims  are  now  collected.  AVhen  an  oAvner  has  two  or  more  lots 
against  which  there  is  an  assessment  for  the  same  improvements,  all 
such  lots  shall  be  embraced  in  one  claim. 

Section  1138.  Owner  Defined,  The  term  “owner”  as  used  in 
sub-division  (h)  of  this  act,  means  all  individuals,  corporations,  public 
or  private,  copartnerships,  and  associations,  having  any  title  or  inter- 
est in  the  property  assessed.  If  the  OAvner  to  Avhom  notice  is  required 
to  be  given  is  a non-resident  of  the  tOAvnship,  and  his,  her,  or  their  place 
of  residence  is  unkiioAvn,  or  if  the  ownership  of  the  property  cannot  be 
ascertained,  the  notice  shall  be  posted  on  the  premises  and  a copy  left 
Avith  the  occupant,  if  there  be  one. 

{i)  Dedicated  Boads,  Streets  and  Drainage  Facilities 

Section  1140.  Plans  of  Dedicated  Roads  and  Streets.  No  person 
shall  construct,  open,  or  dedicate  any  road,  street,  lane  or  alley  or  any 
drainage  facilities  in  connection  thercAvith,  for  public  use  or  travel  in 
any  toAvushi]),  Avithont  first  submitting  plans  thereof  to  the  toAAUiship 
supervisors  for  their  approval.  Such  plans  shall  be  prepared  in  dupli- 
cate in  accordance  Avith  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  supervisors,  and  shall  shoAv  the  profiles  of  such  roacls,  streets, 
lanes  or  alleys,  the  course,  structure,  and  capacity  of  any  drainage  fa- 
cilities, and  the  method  of  drainage  of  the  adjacent  or  contiguous  ter- 
ritory, and  also  any  other  or  further  details  that  may  be  required  under 
the  rules  or  regulations  adopted  by  the  toAvnship  supervisors.  Before 
acting  upon  any  such  iilans,  the  supeiwisors  may,  in  their  discretion,  ar- 
range for  a public  hearing,  after  giving  such  notice  as  they  may  deem 
desirable  in  each  case.  The  toAvnship  supervisors  are  authorized  to  alter 
such  plans,  and  to  specify  any  changes  or  modifications  of  any  kind 
which  they,  in  their  discretion,  may  deem  necessary  Avith  respect  there- 
to, and  may  make  their  approAml  of  such  plans  subject  to  any  such 
alterations,  changes  or  modifications.  Any  plans  Avhen  so  approved  shall 
be  signed  in  duplicate  on  behalf  of  the  toAvnship  by  such  officer  as  the 
supervisors  may  designate,  and  an  approved  cluplicate  copy  shall  be 
filed  in  the  township  office,  AAdiere  the  same  shall  be  available  to  public 
insimetion.  No  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley,  or  any  drainage  facilities 
in  connection  thereAvith.  shall  be  opened,  constructed,  or  dedicated  for 
public  use  or  travel,  except  in  strict  accordance  Avith  plans  so  approved 
by  the  supervisors,  or  Avith  further  plans  subsequently  approved  by' 
them  in  the  same  manner,  and/or  until  such  plan  and  the  approval 
thereof  has  been  recorded  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Section  1141.  Appeals  Where  Supervisors  Refuse  Approval.  In 
any  ease  Avhere  the  township  supervisors  shall  refuse  to  approve  any 
plans  submitted  to  them  in  accordance  Avith  this  sub-diA’ision,  any  per- 
son aggrieved  by  the  action  of  the  super\usors  may,  AAuthin  thirty  days 
after  such  action,  appeal  therefrom  by  petition  to  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  county,  Avhich  court  shall  hear  the  matter  de  novo,  and, 
after  hearing,  may  enter  a decree  affirming,  reversing,  or  modifying 
the  action  of  the  superAusors  as  may  appear  just  in  the  premises.  The 
court  shall  designate  the  manner  in  which  notices  of  the  hearing  of 
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any  such  appeal  shall  be  given  to  all  parties  interested.  The  decision 
of  the  court  shall  be  final. 

The  action  of  the  township  supervisors,  or  the  court  on  appeal,  in 
approving  any  such  plans,  and  an  approved  duplicate  copy  of  such 
plans,  shall  be  recorded  by  the  persgn  applying  for  such  approval  in  the 
office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  the  county. 

Section  1142.  No  Responsibility  on  Township  Where  Plans  Not 
Approved.  If  any  road,  street,  lane,  or  alley,  or  any  drainage  facilities 
in  connection  therewith,  shall  be  opened,  constructed,  or  dedicated  for 
public  use  or  travel,  except  in  strict  accordance  with  plans  approved 
as  herein  provided,  neither  the  township  supervisors  nor  any  public 
authorities  shall  place,  construct,  or  operate  any  sewer,  drain,  water 
pipe,  or  other  facilities,  or  do  any  work  of  any  kind,  in  or  upon  such 
road,  street,  lane,  or  alley ; and  neither  the  township  supervisors,  nor 
any  other  public  authorities,  shall  have  any  responsibility  of  any  kind 
with  respect  to  any  such  road,  street,  lane,  alley,  or  drainage  facilities, 
notwithstanding  any  use  of  the  same  by  the  public ; Provided,  however, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  laying  of  trunk  sew- 
ers, drains,  water  or  gas  mains,  if  recpiired  by  engineering  necessity  for 
the  accommodation  of  other  territory. 

Section  1143.  Entry  on  Lands  by  Supervisors.  Tbe  township 
supervisors  and  their  representatives  and  workmen  may  enter  upon  any 
land  and  property,  and  maintain  marks  and  monuments,  so  far  as  the 
supervisors  deem  necessary  in  carrying  out  their  powers  and  duties 
hereunder. 

Section  1144.  Penalty.  Any  person,  copartnership  or  corpo- 
ration who  or  which  shall  construct,  open  or  dedicate  any  road,  street, 
lane  or  alley,  or  any  drainage  facilities  in  connection  therewith,  for  pub- 
lic use  or  travel  in  any  township,  without  having  first  complied  with  the 
provisions  of  this  subdivision  of  this  act,  and  of  any  resolutions  of  the 
township  authorities  adopted  pursuant  hereto,  shall  be  guilty  of  a mis- 
demeanor, and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  such  person  or  tbe  members 
of  such  copartnership  or  the  officers  of  such  corporation  responsible 
for  such  violation  shall  be  sentenced  to  sufter  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years  or  pay  a fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or 
both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Section  1145.  Effect  of  Approval  of  Plans.  No  approval  of 
plans  by  a township  shall  obligate  or  require  any  such  township  to  con- 
struct, reconstruct,  maintain,  repair,  or  grade  such  roads,  until  and 
unless  authorized  and  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  proper  court  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  existing  law  in  that  regard. 

Section  1146.  Powers  of  State  and  Counties  Preserved.  Nothing 
contained  in  this  subdivision  shall  be  held  to  restrict  or  limit  the  State 
Department  of  Highways,  or  any  county,  in  the  exercise  of  any  of  its 
duties,  powers  and  functions  under  the  provisions  of  any  act  of  As- 
sembly now  in  force  or  hereafter  to  be  enacted. 

(j)  Entry  On  Private  Property  to  Secure  Road  Material  and  to 
Open  Ditches  and  Drains 

Section  1150.  Power  to  Enter  on  Lands.  When  road  material 
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cannot  be  conveniently  obtained  by  contract  at  reasonable  prices,  the 
supervisors  of  townships  may  enter  upon  any  land  or  enclosure  with- 
in their  township  lying  near  the  road,  and  dig’,  gather,  and  carry  upon 
the  road  any  stones,  sand,  gravel  or  other  road  matei'ial  which  they 
think  necessary  to  make,  maintain,  or  repair  the  road.  In  exercising 
such  right  they  shall  do  no  unnecessary  damage  to  the  owners  o£  the 
land,  and  shall  repair  any  l)reaches  of  fences  whicli  they  make. 

Section  1151.  Viewers  to  Fix  Damages.  Whenever  the  super- 
visois  and  the  owners  of  any  such  materials  cannot  agree  upon  the  price 
to  be  paid  therefor,  the  value  of  such  materials  shall  be  assessed  by 
viewers  to  be  at)])ointed  and  to  make  report  as  ])rovided  in  this  act  in 
the  ease  of  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

Section  1152.  Power  to  Open  Drains  and  Ditches.  The  tOAvnship 
supervisors  may  enter  upon  any  lands  or  enclosures,  and  cut,  open, 
maintain,  and  repair  such  drains  or  ditches  through  the  same  as,  in  their 
judgment,  are  necessary  to  carry  the  water  from  the  roads  streets 
lanes,  or  alleys.  ’ 

If  any  person  sliall  stop,  till  up,  or  injure  any  such  drain  or  ditch, 
or  shall  divert  or  change  the  course  thereof,  witliout  the  authority  of 
the  supervisors,  such  iierson  shall  for  every  such  otfense  pay  a penalty 
of  not  more  tlian  tAventy-five  dollars  together  Avith  the  cost  of  restoring 
such  drain  or  ditch  to  be  recovered  in  a summary  tiroceeding.  The  pen- 
alty and  moneys  so  recovered  shall  be  paid  to  the  toAvnship  treasurer. 

(k)  Jlifjhwaijs  Crossing  Railroads.  Special  Uses  of  Highways 

Section  1155.  Railroad  Crossings.  EA’ery  toAvnship  constructing 
a highway  across  a railroad  shall  construct  the  same  above  or  below 
the  grade  thereof,  unless  permitted  by  the  Public  Service  Commission 
to  construct  the  same  at  grade. 

Any  such  cro.ssing  of  a railroad  by  a higliAvay,  or  any  vacation  of 
anj-  highAvay  crossing  a railroad,  shall  be  constructed  only  in  the  man- 
ner presm-ibed  by  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Public  Service 
Commission.  The  compensation  for  damages  to  the  owners  of  adjacent 
property  taken,  injured,  or  destroyed,  shall  be  ascertained,  fixed,  and 
pH-icl  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

Section  1156.  Highway  Permits.  No  railroad  or  street  railway 
shall  hereafter  be  constructed  upon  any  tOAvnship  highway,  nor  shall 
any  railroad  or  street  raihvay  crossings,  nor  any  gas  pipe,  Avater  pipe, 
electric  conduits,  or  other  piping  be  laid  upon  or  in,  nor  shall  any 
telephone,  telegraph  or  electric  light  or  poAver  poles  or  any  coal  tipples, 
or  any  other  obstruction,  be  erected  upon  or  in,  any  portion  of  a town- 
ship highAvay,  except  under  such  conditions,  restrictions,  and  regu- 
lations, and  subject  to  the  payment  of  such  fees  for  permits,  as  may 
be  jireseribed  and  required  by  the  tOAA'iiship  supei’A’isors,  not  exeeed- 
iiig  the  reasonable  cost  of  issuing  the  jAermit,  the  cost  of  restoring  the 
load  and  expense  of  inspecting  the  AA’ork  authorized  by  such  permit 
upon  completion  thereof.  Before  any  such  permit  shall  issue  the 
applicant  shall  give  bond  to  the  township  in  such  amount  as  the 
supervisors  shall  fix,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  the  charges  fixed 
by  this  section.  All  fees  and  charges  so  collected  for  permits  shall 
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be  i)ai(l  into  the  township  treasury.  Any  i)erson  failing-  to  obtain 
sueli  a permit  before  doing  any  work  on  any  road  for  Avbich  a permit 
is  re(pdred  l)y  this  seetioii  shall,  for  every  sueh  ofthnse,  l)e  senteneetl, 
upon  conviction  in  a summary  proceeding,  to  pay  a penalty  not  ex- 
ceeding one  luuidred  dollars  and  costs  together  with  the  cost  of  restor- 
ing any  road,  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  township  treasury. 

(1)  Ouidepost&  and  Index  Boards 

Section  1160.  Duty  of  Supervisors  to  Erect.  The  supervisors  of 
towmships  shall  erect  posts  at  the  intersection  of  all  ])nblie  i-oads  and 
at  one  of  the  angles  where  any  public  road  crosses  another  public 
road,  and  shall  firmly  fix  thereon  boards  or  metal  signs,  with  index 
hands  pointing  to  the  direction  of  sticli  roads,  i)roviding  that  if  a 
building,  tree,  trolley  pole,  telei)hone  pole,  or  telegraph  pole  is  so 
erected  that  it  can  be  used  in  place  of  a post,  and  permission  has  been 
secured  from  the  owner  thereof,  such  building,  tree  or  pole  may  be 
used  in  place  of  a post.  t)n  such  boards  and  signs  shall  be  inscribed, 
in  large  and  legible  characters,  the  name  of  the  town,  village,  or  place 
to  which  such  roads  lead,  and  the  distance  thereto  comi)uted  in  miles : 
Provided,  Where  any  public  highway  intersects  or  crosses  a State 
highway,  application  for  a permit  shall  be  made  by  the  supervisors 
to  the  State  Department  of  Highways  for  the  erecting  of  such  signs. 

Section  1161.  Penalty  for  Destroying,  Etc.  It  shall  be  unlawful 
foi-  any  person  to  wilfully  destroy,  remove,  in,j\ire,  or  deface  any 
gnidepost  or  sign  or  index  boaial  erected  upon  or  iiear  any  public 
street,  road,  or  bridge  by  the  authorities  of  any  township,  or  erected, 
with  the  consent  of  the  authorities  having  jurisdiction  over  such 
street,  road,  or  bridge,  by  any  club,  association,  or  other  organized 
body  for  the  direction,  guidance,  or  safety  of  travelers.  Any  person 
violating  this  section  shall,  upon  conviction  in  a .summary  proceeding, 
be  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  nof  less  than  ten  dollai-s  and  not  more 
than  twenty-five  dollars,  with  all  costs  of  prosecution,  together  with 
the  value  of  such  sign  so  destroyed,  i-emoved  or  defaced.  All  fines 
and  moneys  imposed  and  collected  shall  be  ])aid  to  the  township 
treasurer.  In  default  of  payment  of  said  tine,  costs,  and  expenses, 
he  shall  undergo  an  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  not  less 
than  five  nor  more  than  sixty  days. 

(■m)  Protection  of  Highways  From  Snou’drifts 

Section  1165.  Any  township  which  is  responsible  for  the  main- 
tenance of  any  public  road  or  highway,  .shall  have  aidhority  to  enter 
upon  private  property  adjacent  to  such  public  i-oad  or  highway,  and 
place  thereon  a snow  fence,  at  any  point  as  may  be  deemed  necessary, 
to  Avithin  a limit  of  one  hundi’ed  (100)  feet  from  the  right-of-Avay 
line  of  such  public  road  or  higlnvay,  in  order  to  eliminate  snow 
drifting  on  the  traveled  portion  of  the  public  road  or  higliAvay. 

No  such  suoAV  fence  shall  be  jdaced  i)i-ior  to  November  fii*st,  nor 
.‘shall  the  same  remain  in  place  after  A])]'il  first  of  the  succeeding 
year,  unless  the  AAU’iften  consent  of  the  oAvner  is  obtained,  agreeing 
to  an  extension  of  time  for  the  removal  of  said  suoav  fence. 
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If  the  snpei'visoi’s  shall  not  be  able  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  the  owner  of  adjacent  property  occupied  by  such  snow  fence  as 
to  the  amount  of  damages  sustained  as  a result  of  said  fence  being 
placed  and  removed,  the  owner  may  petition  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  the  county  for  the  appointment  of  viewers  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  damage  incurred  in  such  case  in  the  manner  provided  in  this  act 
for  eminent  domain  proceedings.  Such  damages,  if  any,  when  ascer- 
tained, shall  be  paid  by  the  township.  Any  funds  available  to  the 
respective  authorities  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  public 
roads  or  highways  under  their  supervision  shall  be  available  for  the 
payment  of  such  damages. 

Whenever  any  highways,  in  townships,  are  so  located  as  to  render 
them  liable,  on  account  of  high  wind  diiring  the  winter  season,  to  be 
so  filled  with  snow  as  to  make  them  impassable,  and  in  the  judgment 
of  the  supervisors,  such  drifts  of  snow  can  be  avoided  by  the  I’emoval 
of  any  fence  erected  along  either  side  of  such  highway  and  replacing 
the  smne  by  a fence  constructed  of  posts,  wire,  and  boards,  or  rail, 
combined,  such  supervisors  may  agree  with  the  owners  of  such  fences 
upon  a i)lan  for  the  erection  of  a fence  constructed  of  posts,  wire,  and 
board,  or  rail,  combined.  The  townshij)  may  pay  the  owners  of  such 
fences  a sum  not  to  exceed  the  first  cost  of  the  wire  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  such  fences.  The  wire  used  in  the  construction  of  such 
fences  shall  be  without  barbs.  This  section  shall  not  apply  to  any 
stone  wall,  hedge,  or  ornamental  fence. 

( n)  Oracles  of  Highways 

Section  1170.  In  the  construction  or  repair  of  any  highway,  in 
any  township,  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  raise  such  highway  above  the 
ordinary  grade  thereof  when  a drain  or  culvert  shall  be  constructed 
under  such  highway,  or  when  such  highway  shall  be  constructed  or  re- 
paired over  such  drain  or  culvert.  This  section  shall  not  be  con- 
strued in  any  manner  to  interfere  with  the  w^ork  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Highways,  in  the  reconstruction  or  improvement  of  any  State 
highway  or  State-aid  highway,  or  when  a township  improves  a town- 
ship road,  under  the  direction,  plans,  and  specifications  of  the  State 
Department  of  Highways. 

(o)  Trees  and  Shrubbery  Within  Limits  of  Highway 

Section  1175.  Saving  Trees  and  Shrubbery.  Where  any  high- 
way, in  any  township,  passes  through  or  along  forested  lands,  wild 
lands,  or  uncultivated  lands,  no  trees  growing  within  the  limits  of 
such  highway  at  a distance  beyond  fifteen  feet  on  either  side  of  the 
centre  line  thereof,  and  which  measure  four  inches  or  over  in  diameter 
at  a point  two  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  ground,  shall  be  cut  down 
or  destroyed  by  the  supervisors  or  roadmasters  employed  by  them  or 
any  other  person,  without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  abutting 
owuiers. 

Whenever  any  highway,  running  through  improved  or  cultivated 
lands,  has  been  opened,  and  there  are  growdng,  along  the  roadsides 
and  within  the  road  limits,  shrubs  or  trees  not  interfering  with  public 
travel,  no  supervisors  or  roadmasters,  or  other  persons  in  their  employ, 
shall  remove,  cut,  injure,  or  destroy,  or  in  any  other  manner  interfere 
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with,  such  shrubs  or  trees.  If  sueh  removal  or  cutting'  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  highway  at  its  highest 
efficiency  the  supervisors  or  roadmasters,  or  other  persons  in  their 
employ,  may  so  cut  or  remove  such  shrubs  or  trees,  after  notifying 
the  abutting  property  owners  and  entering  into  an  agreement  Avitli 
them  relating  to  the  removal,  cutting,  or  interference  Avith  said  shrubs 
or  trees. 

Section  1176.  Court  Orders  for  Removals.  In  either  of  the  cases 
set  forth  in  the  preceding  section,  if  the  consent  or  agreement  of  the 
abutting  property  OAvners  cannot  be  obtained,  the  board  of  siipervisors 
may  appeal  to  a judge  of  the  court  of  common  jdeas.  The  jiKlge  shall 
inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  after  hearing  all  parties  in  inter- 
est shall  make  sueh  order  as  seems  just,  having  due  regard  for  the 
demand  for  road  improvement  as  AA^ell  as  for  the  preservation  of  the 
trees  or  shrubs.  From  sueh  order  there  shall  be  no  appeal. 

Section  1177.  Logs  and  Cordwood  Property  of  Owner.  All  logs, 
cordwood,  branch  wood,  or  other  forms  of  Avood  AAdrieh  shall  be  de- 
rived from  the  destruction  or  removal  of  any  trees  groAving  along 
the  liighAvays,  shall  be  surrendered  to  and  remain  the  property  of 
the  abutting  owners. 

Section  1178.  Brush  and  Refuse.  The  supervisors  may  clear  out 
brush  and  other  refuse  from  along  the  sides  of  the  road  to  the  legal 
width  thereof.  All  such  clearing  and  removal  of  brush  and  refuse 
shall  be  confined  to  growth  that  is  Avithin  the  limits  hereinabove  de- 
scribed, and  to  the  removal  of  branches  that  in  any  Avay  interfere 
with  public  traAml.  No  other  injuiy,  by  fire,  cutting,  abrasion,  or  other- 
wise, shall  be  done  to  the  standing  timber. 

Section  1179.  Penalty.  If  any  supervisors,  roadmaster,  or  per- 
son in  their  employ,  or  any  other  person,  shall  cut  doAvn,  kill,  or  in- 
jure any  living  tree,  groAAnng  at  a distance  beyond  fifteen  feet  on 
either  side  of  the  center  line  thereof,  and  of  a size  four  inches  in  di- 
ameter or  greater  at  a point  tAA’o  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
or  shall  violate  any  other  provision  of  tlie  preceding  sections  of  this 
subdiAusion,  he  shall  in  a summary  proceeding  be  subject  to  a penalty 
of  not  more  than  five  dollars  for  every  tree  so  cut,  injured,  or  destroyed, 
with  costs  of  suit.  Such  fines  shall  be  iiaid  to  the  toAvnship  treasurer. 
If  any  defendant,  upon  conviction  for  any  offense,  fails  or  refuses  to 
pay  the  fine  and  costs  imposed,  or  does  not  give  bond  Avith  approved 
surety  to  pay  the  same  AAdtliin  ten  days,  he  shall  be  committed  to  the 
county  jail  for  not  more  than  thirty  days  or  until  he  has  paid  the  fine 
and  costs  in  full. 

Section  1180.  Removal  of  Obstruction.  Nothing  in  this  subdi- 
vision of  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  supervisors,  or 
roadmasters,  or  other  persons  in  their  employ,  from  removing  such 
roadside  trees  which  may  be  throAvn  doAvii  by  the  Aviiid  or  lodged  in 
sueh  position  as  to  be  a menace  to  public  travel,  or  Avhich  by  reason 
of  any  other  cause  may  become  a source  of  danger  to  the  public.  Every 
sueh  act  of  removal  shall  be  made  AAdtli  due  regard  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  so  as  to  preserve  the  true  intent  and  purpose  of  this 
subdivision. 
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(p)  Ohstruciions  and  Nuisances 

Section  1185.  If  any  person  shall  stop  or  obstruct  any  public 
road  or  highway  in  any  township,  or  shall  commit  any  nuisance  there- 
on by  felling  trees,  making  fence.s,  turning  the  road,  or  in  any  other 
way,  and  shall  not,  on  notice  giAaui  by  the  township  supervisors, 
forthwith  remove  the  obstruction  or  nuisance  and  rejmir  the  dam- 
ages done  to  such  road,  .such  person,  upon  conviction  in  a summary 
proceeding,  shall,  for  every  snch  offense,  pay  a penalty  of  not  more 
than  twenty-five  dollars.  ^ Nothing  in  this  section  shall  debar  an  in- 
dictment for  any  such  nuisance,  as  in  case  of  misdemeanor  at  commoTi 
law. 


(q)  Opening,  Making,  Aancnd mg , and  Repairing  Highways 
and  BridgOs  hy  Contracts  with  Taxpayers 

Section  1190.  Taxpayers’  Rights.  .Vny  one  or  more  taxpayers 
of  any  township  may  acquire  the  right  to  furnish  all  the  materials 
and  labor  necessary  for  opening,  making,  amending,  and  repairing 
the  public  highways  and  bridges  of  sucIl  to^vnship,  in  manner  and 
under  the  conditions  set  forth  in  this  subdivision  of  this  act. 

Section  1191.  Petition  to  Court.  To  acquire  such  right  such  tax- 
payers shall,  before  the  beginning  of  the  township  fiscal  year,  present 
to  the  court  of  (piarter  sessions  a ixTitioii  setting  forth  "that  he,  she, 
or  it  or  they,  are  the  owners  of  property  assessed  and  taxed  for  road 
pur})o.ses  in  such  township,  the  approximate  number  of  miles  of  public 
road  in  such  towushiji,  and  the  ability  of  tin*  ])etitioner  or  petitionei’S 
to  lay  out,  open,  make,  amend,  and  re])air  the  ])ublie  highways  and 
bridges  of  siK-li  township,  wholly  at  his,  her,  its,  or  thei]-  own  exi)ense. 
for  the  ensuing  township  fiscal  year,  and  to  ])ay  the  other  expenses  of 
such  toAvnship  as  hereinafter  provided,  without  any  right  against  or 
claim  upon  such  township  for  or  by  reason  of  the  materials,  labor,  oi- 
money  so  furnished. 

Section  1192.  Bond  of  Petitioners.  The  petitioners  shall,  with 
the  petition,  present  a bond  to  the  townshi]),  in  a sum  equal  to  five 
hundred  dollars  for  each  mile  of  ])ublic  road  in  the  township,  witli 
one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  court,  con- 
ditioned for  the  faithfid  performance  of  said  petitioner  or  petitioners 
of  liLs,  her,  its,  or  their  duty,  and  to  save  the  township  harmless  from 
any  loss  or  claim  by  reason  of  failure  so  to  perform  said  duty. 

Section  1193.  Notice  to  Supervisors  and  Auditors.  Notice  of  the 
intention  of  presenting  the  petition  and  bond,  and  of  the  time  when 
said  ])etition  and  bond  will  be  i)resented  to  the  court,  shall  be  given 
1o  the  supervisors  and  auditors  of  the  township,  at  least  ten  days  be- 
fore the  same  are  presented. 

Section  1194.  Contracts.  Stipulations.  A\nien  the  petition,  bond, 
and  proof  of  the  notice  required  in  the  preceding  section,  are  presented 
to  the  court,  the  same  shall  be  ordered  filed;  ancl  the  court,  being  satis- 
fied of  the  good  faith  of  the  petitioners  and  the  sufficiency  of  the  pe- 
tition, bond,  and  notice,  shall  order  and  direct  the  supervisors,  on  be- 
half of  the  township,  to  enter  into  a contract  with  the  petitioner  or 
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petitioners.  In  such  contract  tlie  petitioner  or  petitionei’s  sljall  liind 
him,  her,  or  itself  or  themselves. 

First.  To  open,  make,  amend,  nnd  I'epair  the  ijuhlic  liighways 
and  bridges  of  the  township  for  tlie  eiisiung  fiscal  year  in  a lawful 
and  workmanlike  mannei’,  wholly  at  the  exi)ense  of  the  ])etitioner  or 
petitioners,  and  without  creating  thereby  ain^  claim  upon  or  right 
against  the  township  for  or  by  reason  of  the  materials,  labor,  or  money 
for  persons  employed. 

Second..  To  indemnify  and  save  harmless  the  township  from  all 
claim,  damage,  cost,  oi'  expense  of  whatever  kind,  tor  or  hy  reason 
of  any  act  or  omission  of  said  petitionei'  or  petitioners  whereby  any 
claim,  suit,  or  other  demand  may  be  set  up  or  recoverd  against  the 
township. 

Third.  To  pay,  within  sixty  days  from  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year,  to  the  following  officers  of  such  township,  the  following  sums, 
to  be  received  by  said  officers  in  full  for  all  demands  against  such 
township  for  their  respective  ser^'iees  as  such  officers  of  the  townshi]) 
for  the  fiscal  years  for  Avhich  the  said  contract  is  made,  which  shall 
be  in  lieu  of  the  com]jensation  otherwise  in  this  act  provided  for 
such  officers;  namely, — to  each  township  secretary,  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars ; to  each  of  the  amlitors  of  such  township,  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  dollars;  to  an  attorney,  to  be  elected  by  such  supervisors  as  coun- 
sel for  the  township,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars;  to  each  su))ervi8or,  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  ami  fifty  dollars. 

Section  1195.  No  Road  Tax  to  be  Levied.  In  consideration  of 
the  obligations  set  out  in  the  preceding  section  to  be  aasumed  and  per- 
formed bj"  the  petitioner  or  petitioners,  the  supervisors,  on  behalf  of 
such  towmship,  shall  stii)ulate  that  the  township  will  not  assess,  levy, 
or  collect  any  tax  for  road  purposes  during  the  fiscal  year  for  which 
such  contract  is  made. 

Section  1196.  Inspections  by  Supervisors.  The  ,sui)ervisors  shall 
view  and  inspect  the  making  and  rejiairing  of  the  roads  in  such  town- 
ships, at  least  once  during  every  month,  and  satisfy  themselves  that  the 
petitioners  have  fidly  complied  with  their  contract,  before  final  set- 
tlement and  expiration  of  contract.  If,  at  any  time,  the  supervisors 
shall  see  that  any  portions  of  the  roads  need  repair,  they  shall  notify 
the  petitioners  to  repair  the  same.  In  case  said  ])etitioners  fail  to 
repair  said  road  within  five  day.s  affer  notice,  the  suiiervisors  are  em- 
powered to  purchase  such  materials  and  employ  such  men  as  may 
be  nece.ssary  to  repair  such  road,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  petitioners. 

ARTICLE  XII 


Rounuary  Roads  and  Highways 

(a)  Opcninfi,  Repairing,  and  Improving  on  Division  Line 

of  Townships 

Section  1201.  Roads  Between  Two  Townships.  Hoads  or  high- 
ways laid  out  on  a line  which  divides  two  townships  shall  be  opened, 
made,  kept  clear  and  in  repair,  at  the  joint  and  erpial  charge  of  such 
townships.  Any  towmship  necessarily  incurring  more  than  its  due  pro- 
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portion  of  such  eliarge  may  recover  the  excess  so  incurred  from  the 
other  township. 

When  any  public  road  is  laid  on  the  line  of  two  townships,  if 
the  commipioners  or  supervisors  of  an  adjoining  tOAvnship  neglect  or 
rethise  to  join  with  the  supervisors  of  the  township  in  opening  or  re- 
pairing snch  road,  the  supervisors  of  the  township  shall  open,  amend, 
and  repair  the  road,  and  are  authorized  to  collect  a just  proportion 
of  the  cost  of  the  opening  and  repairing  of  such  road  from  the  tOAvn- 
ship  so  neglecting  or  refusing’  to  join  in  such  opening  or  repairing. 
The  commissioners  or  supervisors  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  be 
liable  to  a penalty  of  not  less  than  four  dollars  and  not  exceeding 
fifty,  to  be  recovered  in  a summary  proceeding.  All  such  penalties 
Avhen  recovered  shall  be  paid  into  the  toAvnship  road  fund. 

(h)  Mainteyiance  of  Roads  Betiveen  Townships  and  Cities 

or  Boroughs 

Section  1205.  AYhenever  any  road  or  street  is  on  the  boundary 
line  betAveen  any  toAA’iiship  and  a city  or  l)orough,  such  road  or  street 
shall  be  maintained  jointly  by  the  to'Avnship  and  the  city  or  borough. 
For  the  purpose  of  maintaining  any  such  road  or  street,  the  author- 
ities of  any  such  toAvnship  are  hereby  directed  to  enter  into  agreements 
with  such  city  or  borough  providing  the  manner  in  AA'hich  the  same 
shall  be  maintained,  and  providing  for  the  division  of  the  cost  of 
maintenance  betAveen  the  city  or  borough  and  tOAvnship.  If  any  such 
city  or  borough  and  tOAA’iiship  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  enter  into  any 
such  contract,  or  if  the  city  or  borough  and  toAA’nship  cannot  agree, 
any  taxpayer  or  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  toAA'nship  may  present 
a petition  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county,  setting  forth 
the  facts,  and  the  court,  after  hearing,  of  Avhich  such  notice  shall  be 
given  to  all  parties  interested  as  the  court  may  direct,  shall  make  an 
order  directing  the  manner  of  such  mainteuance  and  the  division  of 
the  cost  of  maintenance  betAveen  the  city  or  borough  and  the  toAvn- 
ship.  The  action  of  the  court  shall  be  final. 

(c)  IligMcay,  the  Centre  Line  of  Which  Is  the  Dividing  Line  Be- 
tween Toivnships  and  Boroughs  or  Cities  in  the,  Same  County 

Section  1210.  AYhenev’er  the  centre  line  of  any  highway  con- 
stitutes the  dividing  line  betAveen  a toAvnship  and  any  city  or  borough 
located  in  the  same  county,  the  supervisors  of  the  township  may,  joint- 
ly with  the  county,  enter  into  a contract  Avith  the  city  or  borough  pro- 
viding for  the  grading,  curbing,  and  macadamizing  or  paving  of  such 
highway. 

Such  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  constructed,  and  subse- 
quent repairs  shall  be  made,  under  the  supervision  of  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  city  or  borough,  in  compliance  with  the  laAvs  govern- 
ing the  construction  of  such  alterations  or  improvements  in  such  city 
or  borough  and  Avith  plans  and  specifications  to  be  agreed  upon,  in 
writing,  between  the  superAusors  of  the  tOAvnship  and  the  city  or  bor- 
ough and  the  commissioners  of  the  county. 

The  cost  of  any  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  borne  one-half 
by  the  city  or  borough  and  one-half  by  the  county  and  township  in 
equal  portions. 
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The  cost  of  repairs  shall  be  borne  one-half  by  the  city  or  borough 
and  one-half  by  the  township,  or  by  the  county  and  township  in  equal 
portions,  or  such  other  portions  as  are  agreed  upon  in  the  joint  con- 
tract of  the  township  with  the  county. 

(d)  HigMvay,  the  Centre  of  Which  is  the  Dividing  Line  Between 
Townships  and  Cities  in  an  Adjacent  County 

Section  1215.  Whenever  the  centre  line  of  any  highway  consti- 
tutes a dividing  line  between  a township  and  a city  located  in  an  ad- 
jacent county,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  supervisors  to  enter 
into  a contract  with  the  county  in  which  it  is  located  and  the  city  pro- 
viding for  the  grading,  curbing,  macadamizing  or  paving  of  the  road- 
way of  said  highway,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  borne  one-half  by  the  city, 
and  one-half  by  the  township  and  the  county  in  which  such  township 
shall  be  situated  in  equal  portions. 

The  said  alteration  or  improvement  shall  be  constructed,  and  subse- 
quent repairs  shall  be  made,  under  the  supervision  of  the  proper  au- 
thorities of  the  said  city,  in  compliance  Avith  existing  laAvs  governing 
such  construction  or  improvement  in  such  city,  and  in  further  compli- 
ance with  plans  and  specifications  to  be  agreed  upon  in  writing  between 
such  city  and  the  commissioners  of  the  county  and  the  township  sixper- 
visors  of  the  said  township.  The  cost  of  repairs  shall  be  borne  one-half 
by  the  city,  and  one-half  by  the  town.ship  or  by  the  county  and  town- 
ship in  equal  portions  or  such  other  proportions  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  county  and  township. 

In  all  cases  in  Avhich  it  shall  be  found  impossible  to  enter  into  such 
contract  or  agreement  as  is  provided  for  in  this  section,  or  where  either 
the  city  or  the  township  or  the  county  in  Axdiich  such  toxvnship  is  situated 
shall  refuse  to  enter  into  such  contract  or  agreement,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  township  to  present  its  petition  to  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  either  county,  setting  forth  the  facts  and  circumstances,  including 
the  condition  of  the  highway  from  which  the  necessity  of  desirability 
for  the  grading,  curbing,  macadamizing,  or  paving  of  the  roadway  ap- 
pears, and  the  estimated  cost  thereof,  and  that  the  terms  of  the  said 
contract  as  provided  for  in  this  section  cannot  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
said  city  and  the  county  or  toxx-nship,  or  either  or  any  of  them,  or  that 
either  such  city  or  the  county  or  township,  or  any  or  either  of  them 
refuses  to  enter  into  such  contract.  Such  petition  may  pray  that  such 
court  may,  after  hearing  all  the  parties  concerned,  make  its  order  or 
decree,  defining  the  nature  and  character  of  the  improvement  reasonably 
necessary  or  desirable  to  be  made  to  the  roadxvay,  and  I’equiring  the 
parties  hereinabove  specified  to  enter  into  a contract  or  contracts  for 
the  making  and  constructing  of  the  same  as  herein  provided  for.  A 
copy  of  the  said  petition,  duly  certified,  shall  be  served  upon  the  city 
or  the  county  and  toAvnship  concerned,  other  than  the  petitioner,  with 
notice  of  such  day  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  court  for  the  hearing.  There- 
upon either  or  both  of  the  parties  served  with  such  notice  shall  be  en- 
titled, on  or  before  such  date,  to  file  in  the  said  court  its  answer  to  the 
said  petition,  setting  forth  its  version  of  the  facts  or  such  other  matters 
in  relation  thereto  as  may  he  deemed  necessary  or  proper  by  it.  The 
said  court  upon  the  date  so  fixed  or  at  such  other  times  as  it  may  ap- 
point, shall  hear  the  evidence  of  the  parties,  or  it  may  refer  the  matter 
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to  a master,  who  shall  hear  the  testimony  of  the  parties  and  rei)ort  his 
findings,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  procedure  as  provided 
by  the  rules  i)i  equity  in  similar  cases,  to  the  said  court,  which  may 
1 eject,  coufiim,  or  modify  the  same,  and  may  make  its  decree  or  order 
directing  the  making  of  such  alterations  or  improvements  to  the  road- 
way as  may  be  deemed  reasonably  necessary  or  desirable  and  providing 
for  the  sharing  of  the  cost  of  such  inii)rovements,  one-half  by  the  city, 
and  one-half  by  the  county  and  township  in  equal  portions.  The  said 
order  or  decree  may  further  provide  that  the  repairs  to  such  altera- 
tioas  and  improvements  subsequently  required  shall  be  borne  one-half 
by  th^  city,  and  on6-half  by  th<?  county  or  township  in  oqual  portions 
or  such  other  proportions  as  between  the  county  and  the  township  as 
such  court  may  find  to  be  legal  and  ju’oper;  and  thereupon  the  said 
grading,  curbing,  macadamizing  or  paving  of  the  roadway  of  such 
highway  shall  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  decree  or  order  of  the 
said  court  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  contract  or  agreement  in  this 
section  had  been  entered  into  and  duly  executed. 

(e)  Improvement  of  Streets  Where  31  ore  Than  One-Half  of  Width  is 
in  Township.  Assessment  of  Property  Oiotsiele  Limits 
Section  1220.  heuever  any  stre(‘t,  alley,  or  highw'ay  more  than 
one-half  the  width  of  which  is  within  the  limits  of  any  township  shall 
di\ide  the  said  township  from  any  other  muTticipality  or  township  lo- 
cated within  the  same  county,  such  street,  alley,  or  highway  may  be 
improved  by  the  township  within  which  the  greater  width  is  located  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  street,  alley,  or  highway  were  entirely 
located  within  the  limits  of  said  township. 

The  property  abutting  on  the  side  of  said  street,  alley,  or  highway 
which  is  located  outside  the  limits  of  the  township  making  such  im- 
provements shall,  for  a depth  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  plus  one- 
half  the  width  of  said  street,  alley,  or  highway  from  its  center  line, 
be  asse.ssed  for  any  and  all  municipal  improvements  to  or  on  the  said 
street,  alley,  or  highwuiy  in  the  same  manner  as  such  property  would 
be  assessed  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  if  it  were  entirely 
located  within  the  limit.s  of  such  city,  borough  or  township. 

(f)  Assessment  of  Property  Outside  Limits  for  Street  Improvement 
11  here  Street  Entirely  Within  Township 
Section  1225.  'Whenever  any  .street  or  alley,  entirely  Avithin  the 
limits  of  any  toAvnship,  shall  divide  such  township  from  any  other 
municipality  or  township  located  in  the  same  county,  the  property  on 
the  side  of  the  street  or  alley,  opposite  the  line  of  .such  towmship,  shall, 
for  a depth  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  be  assessed  for  municipal  im- 
provements on  such  streets  or  alleys  on  which  property  shall  abut. 
Such  assessment  shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same 
proceeding  as  is  used  for  the  assessment  of  property  within  such  town- 
shij)  for  such  improvement. 

ARTICLE  XIII 
Bridges  and  Viaducts 

(a)  Over  Creeks,  Rivulets,  Gullies,  Canals  and  Railroads 

Section  1301.  Power  to  Make  and  Maintain  Bridges.  The  super- 
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visors  of  townships,  in  making  and  repairing  the  roads,  shall  make  and 
maintain  within  their  township  sufficient  bridges  over  all  small  creeks, 
rhmlets,  deep  gullies,  canals,  and  railroads,  wliere  tlie  same  is  neces- 
sary for  the  ease  and  safety  of  travelers. 

Such  bridges  over  canals  or  railroads  shall  not  obstruct  the  railroad 
or  canal  over  Avhich  it  is  built.  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  release 
railroad  or  other  companies  or  the  Commonwealth  from  the  require- 
ments of  existing  laws. 

Section  1302.  Damages.  In  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  such  bridges,  all  damages  shall  be  awarded  and  benefits  assessed  as 
part  of  the  proceeding  to  lay  out,  open,  make,  or  repair  the  road  of 
which  the  bridge  is  a part. 

(h)  Over  Streams,  Railroads,  and  Canals  on  Township  Boundaries 

Section  1305.  Bridges  on  Division  Line  of  Townships.  AYhere  a 
small  creek  or  a railroad  or  canal,  over  which  a bridge  is  necessary,  is 
on  the  boundary  line  of  two  townships,  the  bridge  shall  be  built  and 
maintained  at  the  joint  and  ecjual  expense  of  the  townships,  by  their 
respective  commissioners  or  supervisors,  in  the  manner  directed  by  this 
act  in  the  case  of  public  roads  which  may  be  the  division  line  of  town- 
ships. 

Section  1306.  Bridges  Between  Townships  and  Municipalities. 
AVhenever  a creek,  railroad,  or  canal,  over  which  a bridge  is  necessary,  is 
on  the  division  line  of  a township  and  a municipality,  the  to^vnship 
shall  unite  with  such  municipality  in  the  con.struction  and  maintenance 
of  .such  bridge  and  pay  an  equal  .share  of  the  ex])enses  incident  thereto. 

Section  1307.  Where  Bridge  Over  Railroad  or  Canal.  If  a bridge 
is  built  over  a railroad  or  canal,  such  bridge  shall  not  obstruct  the  rail- 
road or  canal  over  which  it  is  built.  Nothing  in  said  sections  shall  re- 
lease railroad  or  other  companies  or  the  C’omuionwealth  from  the  re- 
quirements of  existing  laws. 

(c)  Maintenance,  Repair,  and  Rebuilding  of  Bridges  Built  by  County 

Section  1310.  Whenever  a bridge  or  part  thereof  has  been  built 
by  the  county,  or  the  whole  or  part  of  the  money  necessary  to  build  it 
has  been  furnished  by  the  county,  and  the  bridge  has  not  been  entered 
on  record  as  a county  bridge,  such  bridge  shall  be  maintained,  kept  in 
repair,  and  rebuilt,  when  necessary,  by  the  township  or  townships  in 
which,  or  on  the  boundary  line  of  which,  it  is  located,  without  render- 
ing the  county  liable  for  the  same. 

{d)  Effect  of  Approval  of  Departmenl  of  Highways 

Section  1315.  AVhenever  authoi-ity  has  bi'cn  given  by  the  State 
Department  of  Highways  to  township  sui)ervisors,  under  existing  laws, 
or  laws  that  may  hereafter  be  enacted,  for  the  construction,  repair, 
alteration,  or  maintenance  of  any  township  bridge,  it  shall  not  be  neces- 
sary for  such  township  supervisors  to  procure  permits  from  any  other 
department  consenting  to  the  construction,  repair,  alteration  or  main- 
tenance of  such  bridge.  This  section  shall  not  repeal  or  modify  any  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
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nine  hundred  and  thirteen  (Pamphlet  Laws,  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four),  known  as  The  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

ARTICLE  XIV 
Sidewalks 

Section  1401.  Power  of  Supervisors  to  Establish  Width  and 
Location  of  Sidewalks.  Consents  in  Certain  Cases.  The  supervisors 
of  any  towmship,  upon  the  request  of  any  landowner  whose  land  fronts 
upon  a public  higlnvay  within  such  township,  may  establish  the  width, 
grade  and  location  for  a sidewalk  along  one  or  both  sides  of  said  high- 
way along  the  lands  of  such  owner.  The  Avidth  of  the  walk  on  each  side 
of  said  highway  shall  not  be  less  than  six  feet  for  roads  fifty  feet  in 
width  or  l^s,  and  for  roads  over  fifty  feet  in  width  shall  be  ten  feet  in 
width.  When  said  sidewalks  are  so  established,  such  landowner  shall 
pay  for  and  keep  the  same  in  repair. 

In  case  the  street  or  highway  is  a State  Iliglnvay  or  a county  road, 
the  written  consent  of  the  Department  of  Highways  or  the  county  com- 
missioners, as  the  case  may  be,  shall  first  be  obtained. 

Section  1402.  Construction  of  Sidewalks  Upon  Petition  of  Prop- 
erty Owners.  The  towmship  supervisors  may  construct  sidewalks  of 
board,  plank,  or  cement,  or  other  suitable  material,  along  the  highways, 
through  towns  and  villages  in  such  townships,  upon  the  petition  of  own- 
ers of  property  representing  a majority  in  number  of  feet  front  of 
the  properties  abutting  on  the  highways  where  such  sidewalks  are  to  be 
constructed.  Vfhenever  any  such  petition  is  filed  with  the  supervisors, 
the  owner  of  the  property  shall  be  given  notice  by  the  supervisors  to 
construct  such  sidewalk ; and  in  ease  of  the  failure  of  the  owner  to  com- 
plete such  sidewalk  within  a period  of  thirty  days  after  the  receipt  of 
such  notice,  tlie  supervisors  may  construct  such  sidewalk  as  herein  pro- 
vided. Whenever  any  sidewalks  are  constructed  by  the  supervisors  the 
expense  of  the  construction  of  such  sidewalk  shall  be  paid  by  the  abut- 
ting property  owners  in  proportion  to  their  frontage.  If  such  owners 
fail  to  so  pay  the  expenses  of  the  construction  of  such  sidewalk,  the 
township  supervisors  may  recover  the  amount  by  action  of  assumpsit, 
or  may  file  municipal  liens  therefor  against  the  abutting  properties, 
in  the  manner  provided  by  laAV  for  the  filing  and  collection  of  munici- 
pal liens. 

Section  1403.  Power  to  Establish  Grades  and  Width  of  Sidewalks. 
Supervisors  of  townships  may  regulate,  by  resolution,  the  grade  and 
width  of  sideAvalks  constructed  along  the  highways  in  such  townships, 
and  shall  have  general  supervision  over  the  same  and  may  establish 
a grade  or  grades  for  footways  or  sidewalks,  Avhieh  grade  or  grades 
may  be  separate  and  apart  from  the  grade  or  grades  established  for  the 
cartway  or  roadway. 

ARTICLE  XV 
Sewers  and  Drains 

(a)  Establishing  and  Constructing  Seiver  and  Drainage  Systems; 

Sewer  Connections  and  Rates;  Disposal  of  Sewage. 

Assessment  of  Cost  of  Constriiction 

Section  1501.  Power  to  Establish  and  Construct  Sewers  and 
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Drains.  Sewer  Rentals.  Townships  may  establish  and  constrnet  a 
system  of  sewers  and  drainage,  locating  the  same  as  far  as  practicable 
along  and  within  the  lines  of  the  public  roads  of  the  township  as  seems 
advisable  to  the  board  of  supervisors.  The  supervisors  may  permit 
and,  where  necessary  for  the  public  health,  require  adjoining  and  ad- 
jacent property  owners  to  connect  with  and  use  the  same.  All  persons 
so  connecting  shall  pay  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  making  such  connec- 
tion a monthly  or  annual  rate  prescribed  by  a resolution  of  the  hoard 
of  supervisors.  Such  monthly  or  annual  rate  shall  constitute  a lien, 
until  paid,  against  the  property  so  connecting  with  such  system  and  the 
amount  thereof  may  be  recovered  by  due  process  of  law. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  modify  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

Section  1502.  Notice  of  Contemplated  Construction.  Protests  by 
Property  Owners.  No  seAver,  system  of  seAvers  or  drains  shall  be  con- 
structed under  the  provisions  of  this  subdivision,  unless  a resolution 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  authorizing  the  same  shall  be  published  in 
a neAA’spaper  of  general  circulation  published  in  the  county  in  which 
the  toAvnship  is  situated,  once  a week  for  three  successNe  Aveeks.  If, 
within  twenty  days  after  the  last  publication  or  at  any  time  during 
the  period  of  publication,  taxpayers  of  the  toAvnship  Avhose  property 
valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable  purposes  within  the  toAvnship,  shall 
amount  to  fifty  per  centum  of  the  total  property  A’aluation  as  assessed 
for  taxable  purposes,  within  the  township,  shall  sign  and  file  in  the 
ofSce  of  the  prothonotary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county 
in  which  the  toAvnship  is  located  a written  protest  against  the  con.struc- 
tion  of  such  seAver,  seAver  system,  or  drain,  then  the  construction  author- 
ized by  such  resolution  shall  not  be  undertaken  or  proceeded  with. 

Section  1503.  Location  of  Sewers  on  Private  Property.  Where 
it  is  reasonably  impracticable  in  the  judgment  of  the  supervisors  in  any 
part  of  such  system  to  carry  such  sewers  or  drains  along  the  lines  of 
public  roads,  they  may  locate  and  construct  so  much  of  the  same  as  is 
necessary  through  private  lands. 

Section  1504.  Treatment  Works  and  Facilities  Therefor, 
Eminent  Domain.  The  supervisors  shall  make  the  necessary  proAusion 
for  the  disposition  of  the  seAvage  and  drainage  Avithin,  or  for  carrying 
the  same  beyond  the  limits  of  the  toAvnship,  and  to  this  end  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  enter  into  contracts  Avith  other  municipalities  and 
other  corporations  or  persons  to  purchase,  acqiiire,  enter  upon,  take, 
appropriate,  occupy  and  use  such  lands,  rights,  and  iiiterests  therein 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  other  toAvnships  or  boroughs  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  proper  location,  construction,  maintenance,  use,  and 
operation  of  sewer  mains,  drains,  or  treatment  Avorks,  including  such 
lands,  rights,  and  interests  therein  as  shall  be  necessary  for  future  ad- 
ditions to  and  enlargements  of  such  sewerage  facilities,  and  as  may  be 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  plans  and  specifications  upon  AA’hich  a permit 
has  been  issued  by  the  Secretarj^  of  Health  in  accordance  Avith  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  April  tAventy-second,  one  thousand  nine  hixndred 
and  five,  (Pamphlet  Laws  tAvo  hundred  and  sixty),  entitled  “An  act 
to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  Avaters  of  the  State  for  the  protection  of 
public  health”  and  of  “The  Administrative  Code.” 
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Section  1505.  Entry  on  Lands  to  Mark  Sewer  Routes.  Damages, 
ill  the  event  of  inability  to  agree  with  the  owners,  either  for  the  land 
necessary  for  so  inueli  of  the  line  of  sewers  and  drains  as  are  not  lo- 
cated upon  iDublic  roads,  or  for  so  much  land  as  is  required  for  the  dis- 
])osition  of  the  sewage,  the  supervisors  may  enter  upon  said  land  and 
mark  thereon  the  route  and  width  necessary  for  the  construction  of 
the  line  of  sew'ers  or  drains  or  the  boundaries  of  so  much  land  as  is 
necessary  for  disposition  of  such  sewage,  and  occupy  the  said  land  for 
such  purposes.  For  all  damage  done  or  suffered  or  which  accrues  to 
the  owner  or  owners  of  such  land  by  reason  of  the  taking  of  the  same 
the  funds  of  the  township  raised  by  taxation  shall  be  pledged  and 
deemed  as  security.  Such  damages  shall  be  determined  by  viewers  in 
the  manner  provided  in  this  act  for  eminent  tlomain  proceedings. 

Section  1506.  Enforcement  of  Judgment  for  Damages.  The 
damages  as  awarded  when  the  report  is  finally  confirmed  shall  be  entered 
as  a .judgment,  and  if  the  same  is  not  paid  within  thirty  days  after  the 
entry  thereof,  execution  to  enforce  the  collection  thereof  may  be  issued 
as  in  other  cas<^  of  .judgment  against  townships. 

Section  1507.  Cost  of  Construction.  How  Paid.  The  cost  of 
construction  of  any  such  .system  of  sewei's,  oi'  drains  con.structed  by 
the  airthority  of  this  subdivision  of  this  act  shall  be  charged  upon  the 
properties  accommodated  or  benefited  thereby  to  the  extent  of  such 
l)enefits  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

Section  1508.  Sewer  Districts.  Township  to  Pay  Non- Assess- 
able Portion  of  Cost.  Whenever  a s(>wer  sy.stem  is  constrncted  by  a 
township  for  the  accommodation  of  a certain  portion  only  of  the  town- 
ship, the  supervisors  of  such  township  may  constitute  the  territory 
accommodated  into  a sewer  district  or  divide  it  into  several  sewer  dis- 
tricts. In  every  such  case  of  division  into  several  districts,  the  super- 
visors shall  make  an  estimate  of  the  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  sewer 
system  which  should  etpiitably  be  charged  on  each  of  said  districts,  and 
declare  and  establish  such  api)ortionnient  by  resolution.  No  district 
shall  be  ehargefl  with  more  than  its  due  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the 
main  sewers,  pumping  stations,  et  cetera,  used  .jointly  by  more  than  one 
district ; the  aggregate  amount  charged  on  property  in  any  such  dLs- 
trict  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  such  estimate.  Where  the  whole 
of  the  township  is  accommodated  by  the  system  it  ma.y  also  be  treated 
as  a single  district,  or  divided  into  districts  and  be  subject  to  the  fore- 
going provisions. 

Any  amount  not  legally  chargeable  upon  properties  benefited  shall 
be  paid  oiit  of  the  general  township  fund. 

Section  1509.  Manner  of  Assessment.  The  charge  for  any  such 
sewer  construction  in  any  township  shall  be  assessed  i;pon  the  properties 
accommodated  or  benefited,  in  either  of  the  following  methods: 

(a)  By  an  asse.ssment,  pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  board  of 
supervisors,  of  each  lot  or  piece  of  land  in  proportion  to  its  frontage 
abutting  on  the  sewer,  allowing  such  reduction  in  the  case  of  proper- 
ties abutting  on  more  than  one  sewer  as  the  resolution  may  specify. 
No  assessment  by  frontage  shall  be  made  on  properties  of  such  a char- 
acter as  not  to  be  lawfully  subject  to  such  manner  of  assessment,  and 
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eacli  abutting  proi)erty  shall  be  assessed  with  not  le&s  than  the  whole 
amount  of  the  benefit  accruing  to  it  and  legally  assessable;  or 

(b)  By  an  assessment  upon  the  several  properties  abutting  on 
the  sewer  in  proportion  to  benefits.  The  amount  of  the  charge  on  each 
property  sliall  be  nscertained  as  liereinafter  provided. 

^Vhen  a township  is  divided  into  sewer  districts,  the  assessment  in 
each  district  may  be  by  ditferent  methods. 

Section  1510.  Procedure  for  Assessment  of  Benefits.  In  all  eases 
where  the  board  of  supervisors  shall  select  the  method  _ provided  by 
subdivision  (b)  of  the  foregoing  section,  they  shall  petition  the  court 
of  common  pleas  for  appointment  of  viewers  to  assess  benefits.  In  all 
cases  wdiere  they  shall  neglect,  for  a period  of  three  months  after  the 
completion  of  the  sewer  system,  to  either  ordain  assessments  by  frontage 
or  present  iDetition  for  appointment  of  Auewers,  taxpayers  of  the  tOAvn- 
ship  AA'hose  property  valnation  as  assessed  for  taxable  purposes  within 
the  tOAvnship  shall  amount  to  fifty  per  centum  of  the  total  property 
valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable  purposes  Avithiu  the  township,  may 
present  a petition  to  the  court  of  common,  pleas  of  the  proper  county 
for  the  appointment  of  vieAvers  to  assess  benefits;  and  in  all  cases 
Avhere  such  taxpayers  shall,  Avithin  three  months  of  the  adoption  of  a 
resolution  levying  an  assessment  iinder  the  method  provided  by  sub- 
section (a)  of  said  foregoing  section,  by  petition  state  to  said  court 
that  sucli  assessment  insufficiently  represents  the  benefits  accruing  to 
abutting  properties,  they  may  include  in  such  petition  a prayer  for  the 
appointment  of  Auewers  to  assess  benefits.  In  either  ease  the  court 
shall  thereupon  appoint  three  dLsinterested  persons  from  the  board  of 
county  vicAvers,  neither  of  AAhom  shall  be  a resident  of  that  portion  of 
the  tOAvnship  which  is  accommodated  by  the  seAA'er  in  question,  and  the 
A’iewers  so  appointed  shall  proceed  as  provided  in  this  act  for  proceed- 
ings for  the  assessment  of  damages  and  benefits  by  A'ieAvers.  The  ag- 
gregate of  the  assessments  in  any  seAA'cr  district  shall  not  exceed  the 
amount  charged  to  such  district  for  its  share  of  the  cost  of  the  seAver 
construction  unless  fhe  same  shall,  by  petition  of  taxpayers,  Avhose  prop- 
erty valuation  as  aforesaid  shall  amount  to  fifty  per  centum  of  the  total 
property  valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable  purposes  AAnthin  the  township, 
presented  within  three  months  after  the  adoption  of  a resolution  pro- 
viding for  an  asseasment  by  frontage,  be  stated  to  insufficiently  repre- 
sent the  amount  of  benefits  to  such  properties,  in  Avhich  ease  the  pro- 
ceedings by  taxpayers  authorized ; above  shall  be  applicable.  Upon  the 
filing  of  such  a petition  by  taxpayers  as  aforesaid  for  appointment  of 
vicAvers,  any  assessment  made  by  the  supervisors  and  any  proceedings 
thereunder  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Section  1511.  Liens  for  Assessments.  Costs  of  Proceedings. 
After  the  amount  of  the  assessment  charged  upon  the  several  proper- 
ties has  been  established,  either  by  resolution  making  assessments  ac- 
cording to  frontage,  or  by  confirmation  of  any  report  of  vieAvers,  in 
Avhole  or  in  part,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  supervisors  to  file 
municipal  liens  for  the  assessments  covered  by  such  resolution  or  con- 
firmation Avithin  the  time  and  in  the  manner  provided  by  laAV ; the  same 
to  be  subject  in  all  respects  to  the  general  laAV  providing  for  the  filing 
and  recoA'ery  of  municipal  liens.  The  amonnts  of  all  assessments  shall 
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be  payable  to  the  township  treasurer  for  the  use  of  the  township.  The 
supervisors  shall  also  make  out  bills  for  the  amounts  charged  against 
each  property,  which  shall  be  forthwith  sent  to  all  property  owners  re- 
siding in  the  township,  and  mailed  to  all  such  ownei’s  residing  elsewhere 
whose  address  is  known. 

The  costs  of  publication  of  notices  in  proceedings  before  viewers 
shall  be  paid  by  the  township  upon  presentation  of  bills  approved  by  the 
court. 

(b)  Contracts  With  Individuals  or  Corporations  for  Constrxiction  and 

Maintenance  of  Sewer  and  Drainage  Systems 

Section  1515.  In  any  case  where,  under  the  authority  of  section 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  one  of  this  act,  a system  of  sewage  and 
drainage  covering  any  township  in  whole  or  in  part  shall  have  been  ap- 
proved and  authorized  by  resolution,  the  supervisors  may  enter  into  a 
contract  with  any  responsible  individual  or  individuals  or  corporation 
for  the  construction  of  such  system  of  sewage  or  drainage  at  the  ex- 
pense of  such  individual  or  individuals  or  corporation.  He,  they,  or 
it  shall  be  entitled  under  such  contract  to  exercise  all  the  powers  of  the 
township  in  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  operation  of  such  sys- 
tem of  sewage  or  drainage,  with  the  right  to  collect  such  charges  in  con- 
nection therewith  as  the  supervisors  prescribe  in  as  full  manner  as  the 
same  might  have  been  collected  by  the  tovmship  or  the  supervisors.  In 
such  contract  the  supervisors  shall  reserve  to  the  township  the  right  at 
any  time  or  after  a prescribed  time  to  itself  take  possession  of  such 
system  of  sewage  and  drainage  and  its  appurtenances  at  a price  and 
upon  terms  to  be  fixed  in  the  contract. 

Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  or  modify  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Company  Law. 

(c)  Sewers  and  Drains  in  Streets  or  Alleys  or  Over  Pnvate  Property; 

Assessment  of  Cost  of  Construction  According  to  Benefits 

Section  1520.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  section  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  two,  townships  may  construct  sewers  and  drains  in 
any  street  or  alley  or  through  or  on  or  over  private  property.  The 
costs,  damages,  and  expenses  of  the  construction  of  any  such  sewers  or 
drains  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  properties  accommodated  or  benefited, 
in  either  of  the  following  methoc^ : 

(a)  By  an  assessment,  pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  township 
board  of  supervisors,  of  each  lot  or  piece  of  land  in  proportion  to  its 
frontage  abutting  on  the  sewer,  allowing  such  reduction  in  the  case  of 
properties  abutting  on  more  than  one  sewer  as  the  resolution  may 
specify.  No  assessment  by  frontage  shall  be  made  on  properties  of  such 
a character  as  not  to  be  lawfully  subject  to  such  manner  of  assessment, 
and  each  abutting  property  shall  be  assessed  with  not  less  than  its  pro- 
portion aforesaid  of  the  entire  cost  and  expense  of  such  construction. 

(b)  By  an  assessment  upon  the  several  properties  abutting  on  the 
sewer  in  proportion  to  benefits;  the  amount  of  the  charge  on  which 
property  shall  be  ascertained  and  the  rights  of  taxpayers  conferred  in 
connection  therewith,  as  provided  in  section  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  ten  of  this  act. 


227 


(d)  Sewers  Under  State  and  County  Eighways 

Section  1525.  Consents  Necessary.  Townships  may  construct 
sewers  and  drains  in  and  under  any  county  or  State  highway  or  State- 
aid  highway  within  the  township  boundaries.  In  case  of  the  construc- 
tion of  sewers  upon  county  highways  the  consent  of  the  county  com- 
missioners of  the  county  shall  first  be  obtained,  and  in  ease  of  the  con- 
struction of  sewers  upon  any  State  highway  or  State-aid  highway  the 
consent  of  the  Secretary  of  Highways  shall  first  be  obtained. 

Section  1526.  Assessment  of  Cost.  Whenever  sewers  have  been 
or  shall  be  laid  or  constructed  by  any  township  in  and  under  such 
highways,  such  township  may  ascertain,  levy,  and  collect  the  costs  and 
expenses  of  the  construction  thereof  from  the  abutting  property  holders 
by  viewers  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  relating  to  the 
assessment  of  damages  and  benefits  by  viewers. 

(e)  Connecting  with  Server  of  Adjoining  Municipality 

Section  1530.  Agreements  for  Connections.  Appointment  of 
Viewers.  Any  township  may,  by  agreement,  connect  with  an  existing 
sewer  owned  by  any  adjacent  municipality,  for  sewage  purposes,  in  the 
following  manner : 

An  application  shall  be  made  by  the  hoard  of  supervisors  to  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  setting  forth  that  fact.  If  the  court  shall  he 
of  the  opinion  that  such  connection  can  be  made  without  impairing 
the  usefulness  of  the  existing  sewer,  it  shall  appoint  three  viewers  who 
shall  view  the  premises,  and  investigate  the  facts  of  the  case  and  shall 
assess  the  proportionate  part  of  the  expense  of  building  the  original 
sewer  upon  such  township,  and  shall  fix  the  proportion  of  the  expense 
for  repairs  which  the  municipality  and  the  township  shall  thereafter 
bear,  and  determine  all  other  questions  liable  to  arise  in  connection 
therewith. 

Section  1531.  Report  of  Viewers.  The  vieAvers  shall  report  to 
the  court  the  result  of  their  investigation,  which  report  shall  be  con- 
firmed within  thirty  days  unless  exceptions  thereto  are  filed.  After 
confirmation  of  such  report  or  the  disposal  of  any  exceptions  any  party 
interested  may  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
to  the  Superior  Court. 

Section  1532.  Notice  of  Contemplated  Construction.  Protests 
by  Property  Owners.  No  sewer,  system  of  sewers,  or  drain  shall  be 
constructed  under  the  provisions  of  this  subdivision  unless  a resolution 
of  the  hoard  of  supervisors  authorizing  the  same  shall  be  published  in 
a newspaper  of  general  circulation  published  in  the  county  in  which 
the  township  is  situated,  once  a week  for  three  successive  weeks.  If, 
within  twenty  days  after  the  last  publication  or  at  any  time  during 
the  period  of  publication,  taxpayers  of  the  township  whose  property 
valuation  as  assessed  for  taxable  purposes  within  the  township,  shall 
amount  to  fifty  per  centum  of  the  total  property  valuation  as  assessed 
for  taxable  purposes  within  the  township,  shall  sign  and  file  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  prothonotary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in 
which  the  township  is  located  a written  protest  against  the  construction 
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of  such  sewer,  sewer  system,  or  drain,  then  tiie  construction  authorized 
by  such  resolution  shall  not  be  undertaken  or  proceeded  with. 

(/)  Acquisition  of  Sciuer  System 

Section  1535.  Any  township  in  whieli  any  person,  firm  or  cor})o- 
ration  is  maintaining  sewers  and  cidverts  with  the  necessary  inlet  and 
appliances  for  surface  and  under-surface  and  sewage  drainage,  may  be- 
come the  OAvner  of  such  sewers,  culverts,  inlet,  and  appliances,  by  paying 
therefor  the  actual  value  of  the  same  at  the  time  of  the  taking  by  the 
township. 

In  case  the  supervisors  of  the  township  cannot  agree  Avith  the  OAvn- 
ers  of  such  sewers  as  to  the  price  to  be  paid  therefor,  the  supervisors 
may  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  such  sewers,  culverts,  inlets  and 
appliances.  For  all  damage  done  or  suffered  or  Avhich  aeci’ues  to  the 
OAvner  or  OAvners  of  such  seAver  by  reason  of  the  taking  of  the  same, 
the  funds  of  the  tOAvuship  raised  by  taxation  shall  he  pledged  and 
deemed  as  security ; such  damages  to  he  determined  by  vieAvers  in  the 
manner  provided  by  this  act  for  eminent  domain  proceedings.  If  any 
sewer  or  seAver  system  is  acquired  by  purchase  under  the  provisions  of 
this  section,  the  cost  of  such  acquisition  may  be  distributed  or  assessed 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  scAver  or  scAver  system  had  been  con- 
structed by  such  toAA’uship  under  the  proAusions  of  this  act. 

(g)  Joint  Sewers  and  Brains 

Section  1540.  Agreements  for  Joint  Sewers.  ToAvnships  may 
enter  into  agreements  Avith  municipalities  or  other  toAvnships  for  the 
purpose  of  building  seAvers,  including  trunk-line  scAA'ers  or  drains  and 
sewage-disposal  plants.  Such  agreement  shall  provide  for  the  joint 
maintenance  of  the  same. 

Section  1541.  State  Permit.  Xo  sucli  scAver  or  plant  shall  be 
constructed  until  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to  the 
State  Department  of  Health  and  approA’ed,  in  accordance  Avith  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  April  tAventy-second,  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  five  (page  tAA'o  hundred  and  sixty),  entitled  “An  act  to  preserve 
the  purity  of  the  Avaters  of  the  State  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
health.” 


ARTICLE  XVI 

AVater  Supply  and  Waterworks 

Section  1601.  Contracts  With  Water  Companies  and  Munici- 
palities. The  supervisors  of  any  toAvnship  may,  by  contract  Avith  any 
prwate  corporation  or  any  adjacent  municipality  oAvning  a AvaterAvorks 
system,  provide  for  a supply  of  AA'ater  for  public  and  private  uses,  to  be 
delivered  into  the  lines  of  the  township  at  or  near  the  boundarj^  there- 
of. or  to  be  deliA’cred  through  lines  owned  by  such  company  or  munici- 
pality within  such  toAvnship  or  any  part  thereof. 

Section  1602.  Water  Lines  and  Connections.  ToAvnship  super- 
visors shall  have  full  poAver  by  contract  to  lay  water  lines  and  to  regu- 
late the  making  of  connections  theroAvith,  or  to  contract  or  enter  into 


agreeiucjits  any  jn-ivalc  'watov  oonipany  ot  nuinici-pality  for  the 

laying  of  watpr  lines  within  the  limits  of  such  township  or  any  part 
thereof. 

Section  1603.  Expenditure  of  Township  Moneys.  Water  Rents. 
Tlu'  towiisliip  supervisors  ar<‘  aut horizod  to  ('xpemd  iiioiieys  of  tlic 
township  for  the  purpose  of  providing  such  watei-  dues  and  eoniu'ctions, 
and  for  tlu'  pinpiose  of  ]^rovidiug  a su))ply  of  water  for  private  and  ]iidi- 
lic  use.  They  may  provide  for  the  collection  of  w;de)'  rents  from  users 
of  such  water,  or  may  enter  into  contracts  or  agreements  with  indvate 
corporations  and  municipalities  .supplying  such  water  for  the  collection 
hy  such  lU’ivate  corporations  and  municipalities  of  water  rents  from 
such  users. 

Section  1604.  State  Permit.  The  supiu-visors'  of  any  township 
may  by  resolution  provide,  regulate,  and  pi’otect  any  .'■■yistem  of  distri- 
bution of  water  for  private  and  public  use  after  a certified  copy  of  the 
plans  and  surveys  for  such  system,  rvith  a descrijition  of  the  sources 
from  Avhieh  it  is  proposed  to  derive  tlu'  su]:)idy,  are  filed  .with  the  De- 
partment of  Health,  and  a written  ])erudt  for  th.e  construction  of  su'di 
■sy.steni  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  ID'alih,  in  accordance  witli  ex- 
isting law. 

Section  1605.  Occupation  of  Higlrways.  in  pj-ovidiiig  for  T('g- 
ulatiug.  protecting,  and  exteudiug  its  system  at  distribution  of  Ava'rr 
llie  toAvnship  may  oecnpy  ]>nhlie  highways-  '".it  no  highway  under  ilie 
jurisdiction  of  tlie  Stat(‘  l)i‘|)artni.‘ut  o"  Highways  shall  be  occupied 
until  a ])ermit  therefor  has  been  obtaiiu'd  fi-oiu  the  Department  of 
Highways  of  the  Commonwealth,  no!*  any  lughway  under  the  jnidsdie- 
tion  of  the  county  until  a permd'  tiierel'or  has  hecui  oblaiued  fi-om  the 
county  commissioners. 

Section  1606.  Joint  Maintenance  of  Works  With  a Borough. 
Ajiy  township  may  unite  with,  a boiauigh  in  the'  coiis'.trrietioii  or  aiapiisi- 
tion  and  maiutenauee  of  works  for  t!ie  supppv  of  -uater.  The  coustiaie- 
tioii  of  such  waterrvorks.  shall  he  commenced  only  after  ])h'ius  for  such 
wat(*rw(U'ks  have  been  hied  witli  th.e  Sta+c'  Secretar}'  of  Health,  and  a 
permit  issued  in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  April  tweuty- 
seeoiid,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  five  (page*  trvo  hundred  sixty) 
entitled  “An  act  to  presserve  the  jiurity  of  the  waters  of  the  State  for 
the  protection  of  the  public  health.’' 

Section  1607.  Commission  of  Waterworks.  Whenever  any  torvii- 
ship  unites  with  a borough  in  the  eon.strnetion  or  acquisition  and  main- 
tenance of  waterworks,  the  .snpervi^'oi's  of  such  townshi]u  aftei'  tlie  pas- 
sage of  a resolution  to  that  effect,  may  join  with  the  councils  of  such 
boroughs,  now  authorized  hy  the  Oemu'al  Borough  Tiaw,  so  to  join  and 
ap|)ly  to  tlu'  eoui't  of  eomuiou  pleas  for  Ilie  appoiutiiu'ut  of  a eommi.s- 
sioii  of  watiM'works.  Such  conmdssiou  shall  he  composi'd  of  (dtizmis  oi’ 
('aeh  of  the  fiorough.s  and  towii.ships  so  uniling. 

Section  1608.  Public  Service  Company  Law  Saved.  .\’othiug 
contained  in  this  article  sliall  1k‘  cou.slnu'd  to  I'epeal  oi’  io  superseih'  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  I’ublic  Service  (Amipany  Law. 
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ARTICLE  XVII 
PuBiJc  Buildings 

Section  1701.  Lockup.  I’lio  boai’d  of  supervisors  of  townships 
may,  after  obtaining’  the  assent  of  the  electors  of  the  township,  ex- 
pressed by  vote  at  an  election  to  be  held  at  the  place,  time,  and  under 
tlie  same  regulations  as  jirovided  for  the  holding  of  municipal  elections, 
buihl  and  maintain  a suitable  place  for  the  purpose  of  incarcerating 
criminals,  disorderly,  suspicious,  and  intoxicatel  persons,  until  they 
can  be  dealt  with  according  to  law.  The  ballots  to  be  deposited  by  the 
electors  shall  be  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  general  election  law. 
In  receiving  and  counting  and  in  making  returns  of  the  votes  cast,  the 
inspectors,  judges,  and  clerks  of  said  election  shall  be  governed  by 
the  laivs  regulating  municipal  elections,  and  the  vote  shall  be  counted 
by  the  court  as  provided  by  the  general  law  governing  municipal  elec- 
tions. The  board  of  supervisors  shall  direct  the  constable  of  the  town- 
ship to  issue  a proclamation,  ten  days  prior  to  the  date  of  the  municipal 
election,  that  the  qualified  electors  will  vote  “For  or  against  building 
a lockup.  ’ ’ Such  building,  when  erected,  shall  be  under  the  care  of 
the  board  of  supervisors. 

Section  1702.  Town  Hall.  Tbe  supervisors  of  townships  may 
procure  a suitable  lot  of  ground,  and  erect  a suitable  building  thereon 
for  a^  townhouse  in  which  to  hold  elections,  store  road  machinery,  hold 
meetings  of  townshi]-)  officers,  and  community  activities,  and  for  other 
township  uses.  For  the  purpose  of  procuring  a lot  of  ground  and  erect- 
ing a town  hall,  the  supervisors  may  borrow  money  at  a rate  of  interest 
not  exceeding  six  per  centum  and  issue  bonds  therefor. 

Section  1703.  Unloaders  and  Warehouses.  Townships  may  pur- 
chase or  lease  land  adjacent  to  the  tracks  or  right  of  way  of  any  rail- 
road or  street  railway,  within  or  Avithout  the  limits  of  such  toAvnship, 
and  erect  tliereon  suitable  unloaders,  AA’arehouses,  or  other  buildings  as 
may  be  necessary  for  unloading,  handling,  and  storing  road  materials 
and  supplies. 

Section  1704.  Appropriation  of  Property.  ToAi’nships  may  enter 
upon  and  appropriate  private  property,  and  also  land  heretofore 
granted  or  dedicated  to  public  or  other  use,  within  the  limits  of  such 
township,  and  which  is  no  longer  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  the 
same  was  granted  or  dedicated,  for  the  erection  thereon  of  a town  hall, 
hose  house,  lockup,  and  such  other  public  buildings  as  are  necessary 
for  public  purposes.  No  land  or  property  used  for  any  cemetery,  bury- 
ing^  ground,  public  or  parochial  school,  educational  or  charitable  insti- 
tution, seminary,  or  place  of  public  worship  shall  be  taken  or  appro- 
priated by  A'irtue  of  any  power  contained  in  this  section. 

Section  1705.  Resolution  of  Supervisors.  Whenever  the  super- 
visors desire  to  acquire,  enter  upon,  take,  use,  and  appropriate  private 
property  or  lands  for  public  buildings,  they  shall  declare  such  intention 
by  a resolution  duly  enacted. 

Section  1706.  How  Damages  are  Assessed.  The  compensation  and 
damages  arising  from  such  taking,  using,  and  appropriating  of  private 
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property  for  such  purposes  shall  be  considered,  ascertained,  determined, 
awarded,  and  paid  in  tlie  manner  provided  in  this  act  for  eminent  do- 
main proceedings. 

Section  1707.  Use  of  Public  Land  Acquired  for  Other  Purposes. 
Whenever  the  supervisors  desire  to  take  any  lands  heretofore  granted 
or  dedicated  to  a use  or  purpose  for  which  they  are  no  longer  used,  they 
shall  pass  a I’esolution  declaring  such  intention  and  shall  thereupon  pe- 
tition the  court  of  common  pleas  for  leave  to  fde  the  bond  of  such 
township  for  the  purpose  of  securing  any  person  or  persoiis  who  may 
be  injured  by  the  taking  of  such  lands.  The  court  shall  thereupon 
direct  notice  to  be  given  by  publication  in  at  least  two  newspapers  of 
the  county.  If  no  exceptions  are  filed  to  the  bond  on  or  before  the 
day  fixed  in  the  notice,  the  court  shall  approve  the  same.  The  court  may 
increase  the  amount  of  the  bond,  and  hear  and  determine  all  exceptions 
that  are  filed  against  the  approval  thereof.  Upon  tlie  approval  of  such 
bond,  the  supervisors  may  enter  upon  and  take  such  lands  for  the  pur- 
poses of  erecting  public  buildings.  The  bond,  which  shall  be  in  the  name 
of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons  who  are 
entitled  to  damage  by  reason  of  the  taking  of  the  lands,  shall  remain 
on  file  for  their  use  and  benefit. 

In  case  the  compensation  for  damages,  accruing  from  any  such  ap- 
propriations, has  not  been  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  in  interest,  the 
same  may  be  assessed  by  viewers  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act  for  the  assessment  of  damages  in  eminent  domain  proceedings. 

ARTICLE  XVIII 
Licenses  and  License  Fees 
faj  Transient  Retail  Merchants 

Section  1801.  Transient  Retail  Merchants  to  be  Licensed.  Every 
person,  whether  principal  or  agent,  entering  into,  beginning,  or  de- 
siring to  begin,  a transient  retail  busine.ss  in  any  township  for  the 
sale  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  whatsoever,  and  who  hires, 
leases,  occupies,  or  uses  any  room,  apartment,  store,  shop,  building, 
railway  car,  or  other  place  or  structure  for  the  exhibition  and  sale 
of  such  goods  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  take  out  a license  for  the 
same  from  the  supervisors  of  the  said  township : Provided,  however. 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  apply  to  farmers  selling  their 
own  produce,  or  to  any  sale  of  goods,  wares,  or  mereliandise  donated 
by  the  owners  thereof,  the  proceeds  whereof  are  to  be  applied  to  any 
charitable  or  philanthropic  purpose. 

Section  1802.  Amount  and  Payment  of  License  Fee.  Penalty. 

The  amount  of  such  license  in  any  township  shall  be  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  ($25)  per  month,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  to  be  paid  to 
the  township  treasurer.  Said  license  shall  be  renewed  monthly  during 
the  continuance  of  said  sale,  and  upon  failure  of  said  pereon  or  per- 
sons so  to  secure  such  license,  he,  she,  or  they  shall,  in  a summary 
proceeding,  be  fined  in  a sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  ($100) 
nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars  ($200),  and  in  default  of  payment 
of  said  fines,  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  jail  of  the  county  for  a period 
not  exceeding  thirty  (30)  days. 


Section  1803.  Merciintile  License  Ljiw  Siived.  X^otliing  herein 
eontaineil  sliall  iie  (•(uistriu'd  to  lelu've  any  person,  partnership,  or 
eor[)orati()u  Ironi  the  duty  of  taking  out  a Jleense,  or  from  the  pay- 
ment ol  any  license  tax  im])o,>e(l  or  aiiliiori/ed  by  any  other  statute  of 
l ids  ( 'ommon  wea  1 1 li. 


(b)  Jii'sl  )'icl  ioits 

Section  1811.  Agents  for  Licensed  Dealers  Not  to  be  Licensed, 
ft  shall  he  iiidawfiil  tor  any  lownsidp  to  levy  any  license  fee  or  mer- 
cantile tax  upon  any  pei’sons  taking  oi‘il('rs  for  merchandise,  by  sample, 
J I'om  (h'alers  oi'  jueridianis,  foi'  indi\ddna,ls  or  companit*s  xvlio  |)ay  a 
license  or  merchanlih'  tax  al  tinnr  chief  [)lac,cs  of  business.  Nothing 
in  this  sect  itni  shall  aidhoid/.e  any  ])erson  to  s(dl  by  retail  to  others 
than  tlealers  or  nu'rchaiit.s. 

Section  1812.  Insurance  Agents  and  Brokers  Not  to  be  Licensed. 
It  sliall  be  nnhnvLnl  Jor  any  township  to  impose  or  collect  any  license 
fee  ui)on  insurance'  companies  or  tlu'ir  agents,  or  insurance  brokers, 
authorizeel  tei  transact  bn.Niness  nmler  the  Insurance  Laws  of  the  Coni- 
monrvealth. 

Section  1813.  License  Fees  on  Residents  Not  to  Exceed  Those  on 
Nonresidents.  It  shab  be  unlaw  tnl  for  any  town.shijD  to  impose  by 
I'csolntiem  oi-  exact  or  lolle'ct,  under  the'  provisiejus  of  any  resolution 
he'rete)l eire  eer  he'i'catte'r  enacte*  !,  any  lice'iise  tax  ejr  fee  upon  or  from 
an\'  mannlactnrer  eir  the:  age'ut,  repre'seidatix'e  eir  employe  or  any  manu- 
lactnrer  who  is  a re'sielent  of  the  Cennmeniwealth  for  soliciting  orders 
for  or  teir  se'lling  any  goods,  mere'hanelise,  or  wares  manufactured  with- 
in this  ( 'oinmemwe'aK h that  is  ne)t  or  cannot  legally  he  imposed  upon 
en-  exae-ted  eir  ceillected  from  any  manufacturer  or  elealer  or  the  agent, 
re'prese'iital ive',  or  employe  of  any  manufacturer  who  is  a nonresident 
of  the  (fommeniwealt h for  soliciting  orders  for  or  for  selling  any  goods, 
me're'lianelise,  eir  wai'es  manufae-tiireel  without  the  Commeinwealth. 

AliTICLE  XIX 

Pdfhs,  riinj()f<jn)uh,  (rijinnn.siitDis,  Public  Paths,  Swimmiug  Pools, 
Lnloor  Recreal iou  Ccufcrs,  and  Forests 

Section  1901.  Designation  and  Acquisition  of  Lands.  The  towui- 
ship  sniiervisors  eef  any  teiwnship.  may  designate  and  set  apart  for 
use  as  parks,  ])iaygi'onnds,  playtields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swim- 
ming pools,  or  indoor  i-ecreation  centers,  any  lands  or  buildings,  owned 
by  such  townsliip,  and  not  dedicate. 1 or  devoted  to  other  public  use. 
Such  towmship  may,  in  such  manner  a.s  may  be  authorized  or  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  aerpiisition  of  lands  or  buildings  for  public  pur- 
po.ses  in  such  township,  accpiire  lands  or  buildings  therein  for  use  as 
parks,  playgrounds,  playtield.s,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming 
pools,  or  indoor  recreation  centers,  or.  if  there  be  no  law  authorizing 
such  acquisition  the  townsliip  supervisors  may  acquire  lands  or  build- 
ings for  such  purpo.ses  by  gift  or  purchase,  or  may  lease  lands  or 
buildings  in  such  township  for  temporary  use  for  such  purposes. 

Section  1902.  Park  and  Recreation  Boards.  The  autliority  to 
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superyise  aiul  maintain  parks,  playji'ronnds,  playfields,  p-yinnasinnis, 
public  batlis,  swimmine’  pools,  or  indoor  recreation  centers  may  be 
vested  in  any  existing'  ])ody  or  board  or  in  a i)ark  board  or  recreation 
board  as  the  township  snpei-\-isors  may  determine.  The  local  authorities 
ot  any  sncli  township  may  equip,  operate  and  maintain  tlie  parks, 
playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnashims.  SAvimniing  pools,  public  baths 
or  indoor  recreation  centers,  as  authorized  by  this  act.  Such  local 
authorities  may,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  employ  play  leaders,  recreation  directors,  supervisors,  superin- 
tendents, or  any  other  officers  or  employes  as  they  deem  proper. 

Section  1903.  Appointment  of  Park  and  Recreation  Boards.  Tf 
the  township  supervisors  shall  determine  that  the  power  to  ef|ui]i, 
o])erate,  and  maintain  parks,  playgrounds,  ]ilayfieh''s.  gymnasiums, 
public  baths,  swimming  ])ools,  or  recreation  centers  shall  be  exercised 
by  a park  board  or  recreation  board,  they  may  establish,  in  said  town- 
ship, such  park  board  or  recreation  board,  which  shall  possess  all  the 
powers,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  responsibilities,  of  the  respective  local 
authorities  under  this  act.  Either  such  boards,  when  established, 
shall  consist  of  five  persons.  The  members  of  sucli  boards  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  supervisors,  and  shall  serve  for  terms  of  five  yeai's 
or  until  their  siTceessors  are  appointed,  except  that  the  members  of 
such  board  first  appointed  shall  be  appointed  foi'  such  terms  that  the 
term  of  one  member  .shall  expire  annually  thereafter.  Members  of 
such  board  shall  serve  without  pay.  Women  shall  be  eligible  for  ap- 
pointment. Vacancies  in  such  board  occuring  otherwise  than  b^"  ex- 
piration of  term  shall  be  for  the  unexpired  term,  and,  shall  be  filled  in 
the  same  manner  as  original  appointments. 

Section  1904.  Officers  of  Board.  Th(‘  nunnbers  of  a park  board 
or  recreation  board,  established  pursuant  to  this  act.  shall  elect  their 
own  chairman  and  secretary  and  select  all  other  necessary  officers, 
to  serve  for  a period  of  one  year,  and  inay  employ  such  persons  as  may 
be  needed  as  authorized  by  this  act.  Such  boards  .shall  have  power  to 
adopt  rules  and  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  all  business  Avithin  their 
jurisdiction. 

Section  1905.  Joint  Municipal  Acquisitions.  Any  townshi]-)  may, 
jointly  Avith  any  one  oi'  more'  toAvnships,  boroughs  and  citi('s.  acqnii'e 
])re|)erty  for,  and  opcral-  and  )naintain,  any  parks.  i)laygronnds,  ])laA'- 
fields.  gymnasiTuns,  public  baths.  sA\  imming  ])()o!s.  or  indoor  reci'cation 
centers. 

Sectic"  W06.  Bond  Issues.  Th  ('  toAvnship  supervisors,  may  issue 
bonds  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  lands  or  buildings  for  ]nirk.s,  play- 
grounds, playfields,  gymnasiums.  SAvimming  pools,  public  Iviths,  or  in- 
door recreation  centers  and  for  the  equipment  thereof. 

Section  1907.  Cost  of  Maintenance.  Annual  Tax  Levies.  All 
expenses  incurred  in  the  operation  of  such  ]')arks,  playgrounds,  ]Alay- 
fields,  gymnasiums,  SAArimming  pools,  public  baths,  or  indoor  recreation 
centers,  established  as  herein  proAuded,  shall  be  payable  from  the 
treasury  of  such  toAAuiship.  The  local  authorities  of  such  toAAmship 
having  poAver  to  ai)p:''opriaf('  money  therein,  may  annually  appropin- 
ate  ami  causi'  to  Ix'  raised  by  taxalion  .such  ta.\,  not  to  exceed  two 
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mills  on  the  dollar  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  taxable  property  in 
such  township,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  and  opei’ating  parks, 
playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  pools, 
and  recreation  centers. 

Section  1908.  Right  of  Acquisition  of  Forest  Lands.  Townships 
may  acquire  by  purchase,  gift,  or  lease,  and  hold,  tracts  of  land  cov- 
ered with  forest  or  tree  growth,  or  suitable  for  the  growth  of  trees, 
and  administer  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  For- 
ests and  Water.s,  in  accordance  with  the  practices  and  principles  of 
scientific  forestry,  for  the  lienefit  of  the  township.  Such  tracts  may 
be  of  any  size  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  may  be  located  within 
or  without  the  township  limits. 

Section  1909.  Approval  of  Secretary  of  Forests  and  Waters. 

Refore  the  passage  of  any  ordinance  for  the  acquisition  of  land  to  be 
used  as  townshi])  forests,  the  township  commissioners  shall  submit  to 
the  Sc'cretary  of  Forests  and  Waters,  and  secure  his  approval,  of  the 
area  and  location  of  such  land. 

Section  1910.  Ordinance  and  Notice.  Whenever  the  township 
commissioners  deem  it  expedient  to  acquire  any  lands  for  forests  they 
shall  so  declare  in  an  ordinance,  Avherein  .shall  be  set  forth  all  facts 
and  conditions  relating  to  the  proposed  action,  Avhich  proposed  ordi- 
nance shall  be  advertised  once  a Aveek  for  three  Aveeks  prior  to  its 
passage. 

Section  1911.  Appropriation  for  Acquisition.  All  money  neces- 
sary for  the  purchase  of  such  tracts  shall  be  appropriated  in  the  same 
manner  as  appropriations  for  township  purpo.ses,  and  such  funds  may 
be  provided  from  the  current  revenue  or  by  the  proceeds  of  a sale  of 
bonds  in  accordance  Avith  existing  law. 

Section  1912.  Control  of  Forests  by  Secretary  of  Forests  and 
Waters.  Upon  the  acquisition  of  any  forests  or  lands  suitable  for 
forests,  the  tOAvnship  commissioners  shall  notify  the  Secretary  of  For- 
o.sts  and  Waters,  avIio  sliall  make  such  imles  for  the  government  and 
proper  administration  of  the  same  as  may  be  necessary;  and  the  secre- 
tary shall  publish  such  rules,  declare  the  uses  of  the  forest  in  accord- 
ance AA'ith  the  intent  of  this  article,  and  make  such  provision  for  its 
administration,  maintenance,  protection,  and  development  as  shall  be 
necessary  or  expedient.  The  rules  governing  the  administration  of 
such  forests  shall  haA^e  for  their  main  purpose  the  producing  of  a con- 
tinuing toAA'uship  revenue  by  the  sale  of  forest  products. 

Section  1913.  Appropriation  for  Maintenance.  All  moneys  nec- 
essary to  be  expended  for  the  administi'ation,  maintenance,  protection, 
and  development  of  such  forests  shall  be  appropriated  and  applied  as 
is  noAv  done  for  toAvnship  purposes.  All  rev'enue  and  emoluments  aris- 
ing from  such  forests  shall  be  paid  into  the  township  treasury,  to  be 
used  for  general  toAvnship  purposes. 

Section  1914.  Use  of  Township  Forests  as  Outing  Grounds. 
Township  forests  may  be  used  by  the  public  as  general  outing  or  recrea- 
tion grounds,  subject  to  the  rules  goA'erning  their  administration. 
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Section  1915.  Disposition  of  Township  Forests.  Procedure. 
Ordinance.  Submission  of  Question.  Whenever  the  township  com- 
missioners deem  it  expedient  to  alienate  any  forest,  or  part  thereof, 
they  shall  so  declare  in  an  ordinance,  wherein  shall  be  set  forth  all  the 
facts  and  conditions  relating  to  the  proposed  action,  which  proposed 
ordinance  shall  be  advertised  once  a week  for  three  weeks  prior  to  its 
passage.  No  ordinance  shall  be  effective  in  legalizing  such  alienation 
until  it  has  been  approved  by  a majority  vote  of  the  people  at  the  next 
ensuing  election. 

Section  1916.  Appropriation  of  Moneys  to  Forestry  Organiza- 
tions. The  commissioners  of  any  township  may  appropriate  moneys 
from  their  respective  treasuries  to  any  forest  protection  association  co- 
operating in  forest  work  with  the  State  Department  of  Forests  and 
Waters,  or  to  be  expended  in  direct  cooperation  with  said  Department 
of  Forests  and  Waters  in  forest  work. 

ARTICLE  XX 

Actions  By  and  Against  Townships 

Section  2001.  Supervisors  to  Bring  and  Defend  Suits.  All  suits 
by  a township  shall  be  brought  and  conducted  by  the  township  super- 
visors. In  all  suits  against  a township,  process  shall  be  served  upon  and 
defence  made  by  the  township  supervisors. 

Section  2002.  Right  of  Taxpayers  to  Inquire  Into  Judgments. 
Any  taxpayer  of  any  township  may  inquire  into  the  validity  of  any 
judgment,  or  defend  the  township  in  any  suit  or  judgment,  upon 
filing  a petition  with  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  which 
suit  is  pending  or  judgment  exists,  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  that 
the  taxpayer  believes  that  injustice  will  be  done  to  the  township  in 
such  suit  or  judgment.  Whenever  it  is  deemed  necessary  the  court 
may  order  such  taxpayer  to  file  a bond,  wdth  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  court,  to  save  harmless  the  township  from  all  costs  that 
may  accrue  in  such  proceeding  subsequent  to  the  filing  of  such  pe- 
tition. 

Section  2003.  Appeals  by  Taxpayers.  AVhenever  a judgment  is 
rendered  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman  against  any  town- 
ship, and  a right  of  appeal  is  given  to  such  township,  and  for  ten  days 
immediately  after  the  rendition  of  such  judgment  the  township  offi- 
cials neglect  to  perfect  an  appeal,  any  taxpayer  of  such  township  may 
take  an  appeal,  in  behalf  of  the  township,  from  such  judgment  to  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  within  the  time  prescribed  for 
the  taking  of  such  appeal. 

Section  2004.  Affidavit  and  Bail  by  Taxpayers.  In  taking  the 
appeal  the  taxpayer  shall  make  an  affidavit  that  the  same  is  not 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  but  because  he  verily  believes  that 
injustice  has  been  done.  The  taxpayer  shall  pay  the  costs  of  the 
appeal,  and  enter  sufficient  bail  for  the  payment  of  all  costs  before 
the  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman  and  all  costs  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas. 


Section  2005.  Taxpayers  Parties  to  Suits.  Tpoii  the  filinj*'  of 
such  a[)peal  in  the  court  ol'  eoinmoii  ])l.eas  of  the  county,  the  taxpayjr 
shall  be  made  a party  to  the  suit,  and  sliall  have  llie  right  to  defend 
such  tou-uship  therein. 

Section  2006.  Recovery  of  Municipal  Claims.  In  addition  to  the 
reincdie.s  provided  by  law  for  tlu'  filing  of  liens  for  the  collection  of 
mnnieipal  claims,  all  1(n\  ii.sliip.s  may  proceed  for  the  recovery  and  col- 
lection of  ninnieii)al  claims  by  action  of  assumpstit  against  the  per- 
son or  peu'sens  who  were  (he  owiu'r  or  oAvnoi's  ol:  (be  proi)erty  at  the 
time  of  the  ('ompletion  of  the  imi)rovemeiit,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  thei’('  A\'as  a laiinre  on  tlu'  ])ai't  ol  any  such  township,  or*  its  agents, 
to  enter  any  such  municipal  claim  as  a lien  against  the  properej'’  as- 
sessed for  the  improvement,  and  for  the  recoveiy  of  which  the  action 
of  assumpsit  was  brought,  ^\uy  such  action  in  assumi)sit  shall  be 
commenced  within  throe  years  alter  the  com])letion  of  the  imtirovemcnt 
from  which  said  claim  arises. 

'I'his  .S(‘ctioM  shall  (‘xtend  to  all  mnnicii)al  claims  where  the  im- 
]irovemeut  was  heretofore  made,  where  the  action  of  assumpsit  has 
been  instituted  under  the  provisions  of  prior  acts  of  Assembly,  and 
where  tlie  claim  is  not  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  affecting 
actions  of  debt  or  assumpsit. 


ARTICLE  XXI 
Rkpeals 

Xot(>:  'I'lie  specific  acts  and  sc'ctions  to  be  cited  fo)‘  rejH'al  are  not 
printed,  but  will  be  attached  lo  the  bill  introduced. 
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EXPOSITION  SHOWING  SOURCES  OF  THE  VARIOUS  PRO- 
VISIONS OF  THE  PROPOSED  SECOND  CLASS 
TOWNSHIP  LAW 

Note:  The  word  “Code”  as  used  herein  refers  to  the  Township  Code  of 

July  14,  1917,  P.  L.  840. 

Sec.  101  from  Sec.  1,  Code. 

See.  102.  New. 

See.  103  from  See.  2,  Code. 

Sec.  104  from  Sec.  3,  Code. 

Sec.  105  from  Sec.  4,  Code. 

See.  106  from  Sec.  5,  Code. 

See.  107  from  Sec.  6,  Code. 

Sec.  108  from  See.  7,  Code. 

See.  109  from  Sec.  9,  Code. 

Sec.  201  from  Sec.  15,  Code,  whicli  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  April 
28,  1899,  P.  L.  104,  as  amended  by  Acts  of  May  11,  1901,  P.  L. 
160,  April  1,  1905,  P.  L.  97,  and  May  29,  1907,  P.  L.  305.  The 
section  has  been  redrafted  since  classification  will  not  depend 
alone  on  population,  but  a change  of  class  requires  also  the  con- 
sent of  the  electors. 

Sees.  205  to  227  represent  a consolidation  of  (a)  Secs.  20  to  28  of 
the  Code  taken  originally  from  Secs.  13  and  14,  Act  of  April  15, 
1834,  P.  L.  537,  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  26,  1864,  P.  L.  489,  Secs.  1, 
2 and  4,  Act  of  April  24,  1857,  P.  L.  304,  Sec.  32,  Act  of  April  5, 
1849,  P.  L.  555,  and  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  12,  1866,  P.  L.  109; 
(b)  Sees.  35  and  36,  Code,  which  in  turn  came  from  Act  of  March 
14, 1905,  P.  L.  36 ; and  (c)  Sees.  40  to  65,  Code,  which  in  turn  came 
from  Sees.  13  and  14,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537,  Sec.  1, 
Act  of  April  26,  1854,  P.  L.  489,  Secs.  1,  2,  and  4,  Act  of  March 
14,  1857,  P.  L.  93,  See.  2,  Act  of  April  24,  1857,  P.  L.  304,  Act 
of  April  22,  1905,  P.  L.  288,  Act  of  April  4,  1907,  P.  L.  44,  Sec.  1, 
Act  of  May  8,  1876,  P.  L.  136,  See.  1,  Act  of  April  12,  1866, 
P.  L.  109.  These  sections,  205  to  224,  change  the  procedure  mater- 
ially, and  require  the  consent  of  a majority  of  the  electors  of 
all  the  townships  affected  before  a new  township  may  be  created. 
In  the  case  of  the  reestablishment  of  townships  of  the  second  class 
a procedure  has  been  added  to  allow  a first  class  township  to 
become  a township  of  the  second  class  even  though  it  still  has 
sufficient  population  to  make  it  a first  class  township. 

Sec.  235  is  new,  and  provides  a uniform  method  to  secure  officers  for 
new  townships. 

Sec.  240  consolidates  the  Acts  of  May  8,  1919,  P.  L.  130  and  April  29, 
1925,  P.  L.  359. 

Sec.  301  from  Sec.  95,  Code,  which  came  from  Act  of  May  24,  1887, 
P.  L.  203. 

Secs.  302  to  307  are  a consolidation  of  (a)  Secs.  70  to  73,  Code,  which 
came  from  Secs.  13  and  14,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537,  Sec. 
1,  Act  of  April  26,  1854,  P.  L.  489,  and  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of  May 
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1,  1861,  P.  L.  539;  and  (b)  Secs.  80  to  83,  Code,  'wliicli  came  from 
Act  of  June  3,  1893,  P.  L.  284. 

See.  401  from  Sec.  140,  Code,  Avhicli  came  from  Sec.  84,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  402  from  See.  141,  Code. 

See.  410  from  Sec.  145,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  July  22, 
1913,  P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  411  from  See.  150,  Code,  the  last  clause  of  which  came  from  Sec. 
1,  Act  of  May  18,  1876,  P.  L.  179. 

Sec.  412  from  Sec.  160,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  iVct  of  Feb  14 
1889,  P.  L.  7. 

Sec.  413  from  Sec.  162,  Code. 

Sec.  414  from  Sec.  170,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  6, 
1893,  P.  L.  333. 

Sec.  415.  New.  Necessitated  by  chanjje  of  fiscal  year  from  the  first 
Monday  of  December  to  tlie  first  Monday  of  January. 

Sec.  420  from  Sec.  180,  Code,  taken  from  Sec.  83,  Act  of  April  15,  1834, 
P.  L.  537,  and  Sec.  16,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  The  order 
of  appointment  has  been  reversed.  The  supervisors  are  first  given 
power  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  upon  their  failure  the  court  may  act. 

Sec.  421  from  Sec.  181,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  21,  Act  of  March  11, 
1842,  P.  L.  62,  and  Sec.  83,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  422  from  Sec.  182,  Code. 

Sec.  423  from  Sec.  183,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  2, 
1895,  P.  L.  434,  See.  2,  Act  of  June  25,  1885,  P.  L.  187,  and  Secs. 
1 and  2,  Act  of  April  27,  1909,  P.  L.  245. 

Sec.  501  from  Sec.  190,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  86,  Act  of  April  15, 
1834,  P.  L.  537. 

See.  502  from  Sec.  191,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  Mav  25, 
1907,  P.  L.  225. 

Sec.  503  from  Sec.  192,  Code,  taken  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  March  22,  1907, 
P.  L.  27. 

Sec.  504  from  Sec.  193,  Code,  taken  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  March  22,  1907 
P.  L.  27.  > > > 


See.  510  from  Sec.  230,  Code,  taken  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  July  22  1913 
P.  L.  915.  ’ ’ 

Sec.  511  from  See.  231,  Code,  taken  from  See.  1,  Act  of  June  11,  1915, 
P.  L.  947,  amending  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  The 
section  has  been  redrafted  to  require  the  secretary  and  treasurer 
to  be  the  same  person  except  where  a bank  acts  as  treasurer. 

Sec.  512  from  See.  232,  Code,  which  came  from  part  of  See.  3,  Act  of 
June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947,  amending  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915. 
A change  allows  supervisors  to  meet  no  more  than  Dvice  each 
month. 


See.  513  from  Sec.  233,  Code,  which  came  from  part  of  Sec  17  Act  of 
July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  514  from  See.  234,  Code,  which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  6,  Act  of 
July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915. 

See.  515  from  Sec.  235,  Code,  as  amended  by  Acts  of  April  4 1919  P 
L.  43,  May  4,  1927,  P.  L.  711,  March  7,  1929,  P.  L.  13.  The  original 
Code  section  came  from  part  of  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June  11,  1915  P L 
947,  amending  See.  15,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915  and  from 
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part  of  Sec.  6,  Act  of  Jiily  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  The  section  has 
been  clarified. 

Sec.  516  from  See.  236,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  Sec.  7,  Act  of  July  22, 
1913,  P.  L.  915. 

See.  517  from  Sec.  237,  Code,  -which  came  from  part  of  Sec.  6,  Act  of 
July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  518  from  See.  238,  Code,  -which  came  from  Sec.  21,  Act  of  July  22, 
1913,  P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  519  from  Act  of  May  22,  1923,  P.  L.  315. 

See.  520  from  Sec.  239,  Code,  which  came  from  part  of  See.  18,  Act  of 
July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915. 

Sec.  521  from  Sec.  240,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  30,  1925, 
P.  L.  402.  The  original  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  19,  Act  of  July 
22,  1913,  P.  L.  915,  and  See.  92,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  530  from  See.  285,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  2,  Act  of  June  11, 
1915,  P.  L.  947,  amending  Sec.  9,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915, 
and  also  from  Sec.  95,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

See.  531  from  Sec.  286,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  28,  1923,  P.  L. 
887.  The  original  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  97,  Act.  of  April  15, 
1834,  P.  L.  537,  and  part  of  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947, 
amending  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  The  matter  added 
to  the  Code  by  the  amendment  of  1923  came  as  the  result  of  the 
decision  in  Manor  Township  Auditor’s  Report,  37  Lane.  L.R.  167 ; 
s.e.29  D.R.  1001,  wherein  it  was  held  that  the  combined  salary  of 
the  secretary  and  treasurer  might  include  borrowed  money. 

Sec.  532  from  Sec.  287,  Code,  which  came  from  part  of  See.  2,  Act  of 
June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947,  amending  Sec.  9,  Act  of  July  22,  1913, 
P.  L.  915 ; also  from  See.  96,  Act  of  April  15,  1843,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  533  from  See.  260,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  16, 
1857,  P.  L.  535. 

See.  534  from  Sec.  261,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  98,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

See.  535.  New. 

See.  540  from  Sec.  310,  Code,  wMich  came  from  Sec.  99,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537,  and  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947, 
amending  See.  5,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  Section  brought 
in  accord  with  Sec.  531.  See  notes  to  this  section. 

Sec.  541  from  Sec.  311,  Code,  -which  came  from  See.  100,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  542  from  See.  312,  Code,  -which  came  from  Sec.  101,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  545  from  Sec.  325,  Code,  as  amended  b^y  Acts  of  May  7,  1923,  P.  L. 
156,  and  May  21,  1923,  P.  L.  291.  The  original  Code  Section  came 
from  Sec.  102,  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537,  and  from  Sec.  1, 
Act  of  May  3,  1909,  P.  L.  392,  and  from  See.  2,  Act  of  May  20, 
1913,  P.  L.  254,  amending  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  1,  1911,  P.  L.  865. 

Sec.  546  from  Sec.  326,  Code,  wdiich  came  from  Secs.  50,  51  and  105, 
Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  537.  Provision  was  made  for  the  is- 
suing of  subpoenas  and  attachments  for  auditors  by  justices  of  the 
peace. 

Sec.  547  from  Sec.  327,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  392,  and  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254,  amend- 
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ing  Act  of  June  9,  1911,  P.  L.  865.  Optional  provisions  for  the 
posting  of  auditors’  reports  instead  of  advertising  were  added. 

Sec.  548  from  Sec.  328,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  May  3, 
1909,  P.  L.  392. 

Sec.  549  from  Sec.  329,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  6,  Act  of  May  3,  • 
1909,  P.  L.  392.  Penalty  changed  to  summary  proceedings. 

Sec.  550  from  See.  330,  Code,  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2,  Act  of 
April  27,  1909,  P.  L.  261. 

Sec.  551.  New. 

Sec.  552  from  Sec.  331,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  31, 
1913,  P.  L.  394.  Powers  were  conferred  on  auditors  to  collect 
surcharges. 

See.  553  from  See.  332,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  20, 
1913,  P.  L.  254,  amending  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June  9,  1911,  P.  L.  865. 

Sec.  554  from  Sec.  333,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  20, 
1913,  P.  L.  254,  amending  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June  9,  1911,  P.  L.  865. 

Sec.  555  from  Sec.  334,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  31, 
1913,  P.  L.  394. 

See.  556  from  See.  335,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  April  21, 
1915,  P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  557  from  Sec.  336,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  31, 
1913,  P.  L.  394. 

Sec.  558,  from  Sec.  337,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  31, 
1913.  P.  L.  394,  and  See.  4,  Act  of  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  254,  amend- 
ing See.  3.  Act  of  .Tune  9,  1911,  P.  L.  865. 

See.  559,  from  Sec.  338,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  21 
1915,  P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  560  from  See.  339,  Code,  Avhich  came  from  part  of  See.  3,  Act  of 
May  31,  1913,  P.  L.  394. 

See.  561  from  Sec.  340,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  6.  Act  of  May  6, 
1844,  P.  L.  564. 

See.  562  from  Sec.  341,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  June  9, 
1911,  P.  L.  865,  which  supplied  the  Act  of  May  11,  1901,  P.  L. 
185,  as  to  townships,  and  also  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  3,  1909,  P.  L.  392. 

Sec.  563  from  Act  of  April  22,  1929,  P.  L.  630. 

See.  570  from  Sec.  365,  Code. 

See.  571  from  See.  366.  Code,  Avliicli  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  6, 
1893,  P.  L.  333,  and  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  8,  1909,  P.  L.  474,  amend- 
ing Sec.  3,  Act  of  June  25,  1885,  P.  L.  187. 

Sec.  575  from  Sec.  367,  Code. 

Secs.  580,  581  and  582,  new. 

Sees.  585,  586  and  587,  neAv. 

Sees.  590,  591,  592  and  593  are  a consolidation  of  Secs.  355,  356,  357 
and  358,  Code,  as  amended  bv  Act  of  Mav  2,  1929,  P.  L.  1535,  and 
Act  of  April  5,  1917,  P.  L.''  47. 

Sec.  594  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  July  14,  1897,  P.  L.  266. 

Sec.  601  from  Sec.  195,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  4,  1925,  P. 

L.  125.  The  1917  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  8, 
1913,  P.  L.  159. 

See.  602  from  Sec.  196,  Code,  as  amended  by  Acts  of  March  31,  1921, 

P.  L.  86,  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  564,  and  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  916. 
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The  1917  Code  section  came  rrom  See.  2,  Act  of  May  8,  1913,  T.  L. 
159. 

Sec.  603  from  Sec.  197,  Code,  as  amended  by  Acts  of  May  16,  1921, 
P.  L.  564,  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  916,  and  April  28,  1927,  P.  L.  482. 
The  1917  Code  section  came  from  See.  3,  Act  of  May  8,  1913,  P. 
L.  159. 

Sec.  604  from  See.  198,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P. 
L.  916.  The  1917  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  May  8, 
1913,  P.  L.  159. 

Sees.  610,  611,  612,  613  and  614  from  Act  of  May  5,  1921,  P.  L.  397. 
Sec.  2,  Act  of  1921,  P.  L.  397,  was  amended  by  Act  of  June  29, 
1923,  P.  L.  944,  and  See.  4,  by  Act  of  April  23,  1927,  P.  L.  375. 

Sec.  701  from  Sec.  385,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  3,  Act  of  April  15, 
1834,  P.  L.  537.  The  powers  have  been  amplified. 

See.  702,  Clause  1 from  Sec.  386,  Clause  1,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec. 
2,  Act  of  April  15,  1909,  P.  L.  168. 

See.  702,  Clause  II  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  II,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act 
of  March  27,  1923,  P.  L.  33,  and  Act  of  April  27,  1927,  P.  L.  464. 
The  original  1917  Code  clause  came  from  Act  of  May  28,  1913, 
P.  L.  371. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  III  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  III,  Code,  which  came  from 
Act  of  May  25,  1907,  P.  L.  231. 

See.  702,  Clause  IV.  New. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  V from  Sec.  386,  Clause  V,  Code,  which  came  from 
Sec.  3,  Act  of  April  28,  1876,  P.  L.  51. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  VI  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  VI,  Code,  which  came  from 
Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  25,  1895,  P.  L.  298. 

See.  702,  Clause  VII  from  See.  386,  Clause  IX,  Code,  which  came  from 
See.  1,  Act  of  May  5,  1911,  P.  L.  165. 

See.  702,  Clause  VIII  added  to  Code  by  Act  of  April  3,  1929,  P.  L.  129. 

See.  702,  Clause  IX  from  Clause  X,  Act  of  May  6,  1927,  P.  L.  844, 
amending  See.  236,  Code. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  X from  Sec.  386,  Clause  IV,  Code,  as  amended  by 
Acts  of  May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  564,  May  17,  1921,  P.  L.  857,  and 
April  10,  1929,  P.  L.  470.  The  Code  clause  came  from  Sec.  8,  Act 
of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915,  and  See.  27,  Act  of  June  13,  1836, 
P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XI  from  Act  of  April  26,  1923,  P.  L.  90. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XII.  New. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XIII.  New,  but  includes  also  Act  of  April  27,  1925, 
P.  L.  305. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XIV  from  See.  386,  Clause  VII,  Code,  which  came 
from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  March  15,  1909,  P.  L.  33. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XV  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  VIII,  Code,  which  came 
from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  26,  1895,  P.  L.  332. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XVI  from  Act  of  May  12,  1921,  P.  L.  544. 

See.  702,  Clause  XVII  from  Act  of  May  3,  1923,  P.  L.  136. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XVIII  from  Act  of  June  5,  1913,  P.  L.  419. 

Sec.  702,  Clause  XIX  from  Act  of  April  30,  1925,  P.  L.  371. 

Sec.  702, _ Clause  XX  from  Act  of  May  5,  1921,  P.  L.  381. 

See.  801.  New. 

Sec.  802  from  Sec.  386,  Clause  IV,  Code,  as  amended  by  Acts  of  May 
16,  1921,  P.  L.  564,  May  17,  1921,  P.  L.  587,  and  April  10,  1929, 
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i’.  L.  470.  The  Code  clause  eaiue  I'l'oiu  Sec.  8,  Act  of  July  22,  1913, 
1’.  L.  915  and  Sec.  27,  Act  of  June  13,  1830,  P.  L.  551.  The  section 
has  been  rewritten  and  the  amount  of  purchases  requiring  con- 
tracts was  raised  from  $100.00  to  $300.00  and  a clause  added 
prohibiting  the  splitting  of  contracts. 

Sec.  803  from  Act  of  May  10,  1917,  P.  L.  158,  as  amended  by  Act  of 
March  29,  1929,  P.  L.  106. 

Sec.  804  from  Sec.  1235,  Code,  which  came  from  Act  of  May  1,  1913, 
P.  L.  155. 

Sec.  805  from  Act  of  July  18,  1917,  P.  L.  1083. 

Sec.  806  from  Act  of  April  22,  1927,  P.  L.  350.  The  provisions  have 
been  restricted  to  township  contracts. 

See.  901  from  Sec.  439,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  12,  Act  of  July 
22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  Altered  by  providing  for  the  fiscal  year  to 
commence  on  the  tiist  Monda}'  in  January  instead  of  expiring  on 
the  day  before  the  Hrst  Monday  in  December. 

Sec.  902  from  See.  420,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  11,  Act  of  July 
22,  1913,  P.  L.  915.  Clause  permitting  supervisors  to  transfer 
moneys  from  certain  funds  is  added. 

See.  90))  from  Sec.  436,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  July  15,  1919,  P. 
L.  969.  The  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  22,  1913, 
P.  L.  915,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947. 

Sec.  904  from  Act  of  Jul,y  6,  1917,  P.  L.  747,  as  amended  by  Act  of 
April  11,  1929,  P.  L.‘  518. 

See.  905  from  S('c.  421,  Code,  as  amended  b.y  Act  of  May  16,  1921,  P. 
L.  575,  Clause  V added  by  Act  of  May  20,  1921,  P.  L.  959,  and 
amended  bv  Acts  of  March  30,  1927,  P.  L.  82,  May  4,  1927,  P.  L. 
707,  Aprif3,  1929,  P.  L.  129,  and  April  18,  1929,  P.  L.  616;  the 
source  matter  of  the  Code  section  is  as  follows : First  paragraph 
from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  22,  1913,  P.  L.  915,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1, 
Act  of  July  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947  ; Clause  I from  Act  of  July  22, 1913, 
P.  L.  915,  as  amended  by  .Vet  of  June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947;  Clause 
II  from  Act  of  May  11,  1901,  P.  L.  169 ; Clause  III  from  Act  of 
April  23,  1909,  P.  L.  168;  Clause  IV  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  July  26, 
1895,  P.  L.  324 ; paragraph  6 from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  July  22,  1913, 
P.  L.  915,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  11,  1915,  P.  L.  947 ; 
and  Act  of  April  15,  1834,  P.  L.  509. 

See.  906  from  Act  of  May  4,  1927,  P.  L.  738. 

Sec.  907  from  Sec.  422,  Code,  which  came  from  Act  of  March  31,  1864, 
P.  L.  162. 

Sec.  908  from  See.  423,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  30,  1925,  P. 
L.  412.  The  Code  section  came  from  See.  14,  Act  of  July  22,  1913, 
1’.  L.  915.  The  provisions  relating  to  date  of  issue  of  duplicates 
is  from  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P.  L.  965. 

Sec.  909  from  Sec.  424,  Code,  Avhieh  came  from  See.  7,  Act  of  June  25, 
1885,  P.  L.  187,  as  amended  bA'  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  1,  1909,  P.  L. 
305. 

Sec.  910  from  See.  425,  Code,  AA’hich  came  from  Sees.  1 and  3,  Act  of 
May  5,  1911,  P.  L.  170.  The  requirement  of  affidavit  before  pay- 
ment by  tax  collector  is  omitted. 

Sec.  911  from  Sec.  427,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  29,  1923,  P. 
L,  916 ; the  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  14,  Act  of  July  22,  1913, 
P.  L.  915.  The  provision  fixing  fiAm  per  centum  flat  commission 
for  the  collection  of  special  taxes  is  omitted. 
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Sec.  912  Iroiii  See.  428,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  Juile  29,  192:3,  P. 
L.  947 ; the  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  14,  Act  of  JuA  22,  1913, 
P.  L.  915.  The  provisions  as  to  settlement  by  tax  collector  have 
been  altered  by  requiring  yearly  settlement  instead  of  at  the  end 
of  the  term. 

See.  913  from  Sec.  429,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  June  29,  1923, 
P.  L.  947 ; the  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May  5,  1911, 
P.  L.  170. 

Sec.  914  from  Sec.  430,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  48,  Act  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  509. 

Sec.  915  from  Sec.  431,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  11,  Act  of  June 
25,  1885,  P.  L.  187. 

Secs.  1001,  1002,  1003,  1004,  1005,  1006,  1007,  1008,  1009,  1010,  1011, 

1012,  1013,  1014,  1015,  1020,  1021,  1022,  1023,  1024,  1025,  1026, 

1027,  1028,  1029,  1030,  1031,  1032,  1033,  1034,  1035,  1036,  1037, 

1038,  1039,  1040,  1041,  1042,  1043,  1044,  1045,  1046,  1047,  1048, 

1049,  1050,  1051,  1052,  and  1053,  composing  Article  X,  include  a 
complete  system  for  eminent  domain  and  the  assessment  of  dam- 
ages and  benefits  to  cover  all  eases  under  the  proposed  Code  in 
which  such  right  is  exercised  and  such  procedure  necessary.  Por- 
tions of  the  provisions  therein  contained  are  taken  from  the  nu- 
merous and  varying  provisions  under  the  existing  Code;  others 
from  a similar  article  in  the  Borough  Code  upon  wliich  this  article 
is  modeled. 

See.  1101  from  Sec.  640,  Code. 

See.  1105.  New. 

Sec.  1110  from  See.  660,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  28,  1927, 
P.  L.  493 ; the  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  June  13, 
1836,  P.  L.  551,  and  Sec.  9,  Act  of  April  28,  1899,  P.  L.  104. 

Sec.  1111  from  Act  of  April  1,  1925,  P.  L.  100. 

See.  1112  from  Act  of  May  9,  1929,  P.  L.  1702. 

See.  1115  from  See.  685,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  May  5,  1911, 
P.  L.  123 ; and  from  Sec.  686,  Code,  which  was  from-  See.  1,  Act 
of  May  5,  1911,  P.  L.  123,  as  amended  by  July  11,  1917,  P.  L.  777. 

Sec.  1120  from  Act  of  March  17,  1925,  P.  L.  38. 

Sec.  1125  from  Act  of  June  14,  1923,  P,  L.  801. 

See.  1130  from  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

Sec.  1131  from  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

Sec.  1132  from  Aet.of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  93. 

See.  1133  from  Act  of  May  1,  1919,  P.  L.  9;>. 

Sec.  1135  from  Sec.  847,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  April  28,  1927,  P. 
L.  496. 

See.  1136  from  Sec.  848,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  April  28,  1927,  P. 
L.  496. 

Sec.  1137  from  See.  849,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  April  28,  1927,  P. 
L.  496. 

Sec.  1138  from  Sec.  849A,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  April  28,  1927,  P. 
L.  496. 

Sec.  1140  from  Sec.  850,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  May  13,  1925,  P.  L. 
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673,  amended  by  Ad  of  May  22,  1927,  P.  L.  55,  and  Act  of  April 
25,  1929,  P.  L.  769.  ^ 


Sec.  1141  from  See.  850,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  May  13  1925  P L 
673,  amended  by  Act  of  May  22,  1927,  P.  L.  55,  and  Act  of  Aprii 
25,  1929,  P.  L.  769. 

See.  1142  from  Sec.  851,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  April  25  1929 
P.  L.  769. 


Sec.  1143  from  Sec.  851,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  April  25,  1929, 
P.  Jj.  769. 

Sec.  1144  from  Sec.  852,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  April  25  1929 
P.  L.  769.  ’ ’ 

Sec.  1145  from  Sec.  853,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  April  25  1929 
P.  L.  769.  ’ ’ 

Sec.  1146  from  Sec.  854,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  April  25  1929 
P.  L.  769. 


Sec.  1150  from  Sec.  695,  Code,  covering  provisions  of  Sec.  28,  Act  of 
June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1151  from  Sec.  696,  Code,  wliicb  came  from  Sec.  29,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1152  from  Sec.  699,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  May  10,  1921,  P, 
L.  427 ; the  Code  section  came  from  Secs.  32  and  67  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1155  from  Secs.  725  and  726,  Code,  as  amended  by  Sec.  8 Act  of 
May  16,  1921,  P.  L.  564. 

Sec.  1156  from  Sec.  727,  Code,  as  added  by  Sec.  8,  Act  of  May  16, 
1921,  P.  L.  564,  and  amended  by  Act  of  June  14,  1923,  P.  L.  773 
Act  of  April  29,  1925,  P.  L.  365,  and  Act  of  April  21,  1927,  P,  h. 
337.  This  section  is  altered  by  providing  permits  to  be  issued  by 
township  authorities  and  the  fees  therefrom  payable  into  the  town- 
ship treasury,  and  adding  a penal  clause. 

Sec.  1160  from  Sec.  735,  Code,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May  16, 
1921,  P.  L.  554;  the  Code  section  came  from  Sec.  61,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

See.  1161  from  Sec.  737,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
23,  1909,  P.  L.  171,  See.  739,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of 
April  23,  1909,  and  Sec.  69,  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 
(Code  section  736,  providing  penalty  for  supervisors,  omitted.) 

See.  1165  from  Sec.  750,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  Mav  26 
1897,  P.  L.  98.  ^ O'  , 

See.  1170  from  See.  810,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  15 
1911,  P.  L.  982. 

Sec.  1175  from  See.  830,  Code,  which  came  from  Secs.  1 and  2 Act  of 
April  1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  1176  from  Sec.  831,  Code,  which  came  from  Sees.  1 and  2 Act  of 
April  1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

See.  1177  from  Sec.  832,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  April 
1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  1178  from  Sec.  833,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1 Act  of  April 
1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

Sec.  1179  from  Sec.  834,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  April 
1,  1909,  P.  L.  97.  ^ 
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Sec.  1180  from  Sec.  835,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  4,  Act  of  April 
1,  1909,  P.  L.  97. 

See.  1185  from  Sec.  846,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  68,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1190  from  See.  710,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  12, 
1893,  P.  L.  451. 

See.  1191  from  Sec.  711,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  12, 
1893,  P.  L.  451. 

See.  1192  from  Sec.  712,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  June  12, 
1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  1193  from  Sec.  713,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  4,  Act  of  June  12, 
1893,  P.  L.  451. 

See.  1194  from  Sec.  714,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  June  12, 
1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  1195  from  Sec.  715,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  6,  Act  of  June  12, 
1893,  P.  L.  451. 

See.  1196  from  Sec.  716,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  12, 
1893,  P.  L.  451. 

Sec.  1201  from  Secs.  670  and  671,  Code,  which  came  from  Secs.  10  and 
33  of  the  Act  of  June  13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1205  from  Act  of  April  4,  1929,  P.  L.  149. 

Sec.  1210  from  Sees.  672,  673  and  674  of  the  Code  which  came  from 
Act  of  May  20,  1913,  P.  L.  267. 

Sec.  1215  from  Act  of  June  20,  1919,  P.  L.  513. 

Sec.  1220  from  Act  of  May  1,  1925,  P.  L.  428. 

See.  1225  from  See.  820,  Code,  whicli  came  from  Act  of  May  28,  1907, 

P.  L.  287. 

See.  1301  from  Sec.  890,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  31,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1302  from  Sec.  891,  Code. 

See.  1305  from  Sec.  900,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  34,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551. 

Sec.  1306  from  See.  901,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  34,  Act  of  June 
13,  1836,  P.  L.  551,  and  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  12,  1855,  P.  L.  220. 

Sec.  1307  from  Sec.  902,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April 
12,  1855,  P.  L.  220. 

Sec.  1310  from  Sec.  910,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June  11, 
1879,  P.  L.  146,  as  amended  by  See.  1,  Act  of  June  15,  1911,  P.  L. 
970,  and  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June  11,  1879,  P.  L.  146. 

See.  1315  from  Act  of  July  18,  1917,  P.  L.  1073. 

See.  1401  from  See.  1040,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  June 
26,  1895,  P.  L.  324. 

Sec.  1402  from  See.  1041,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June 
3,  1911,  P.  L.  638. 

Sec.  1403  from  Sec.  1042,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  June 
3,  1911,  P.  L.  638. 

See.  1501  from  Sec.  1142,  Code,  as  added  hy  Act  of  April  30,  3925, 
P.  L.  389. 

Sec.  1502  from  Sec.  1158,  Code,  as  added  hv  Act  of  April  30  1925 
P.  L.  389. 
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See.  1503  from 
P.  L.  380. 

Sec.  1143, 

Code, 

as 

added 

Act 

of 

April 

30, 

1925, 

See.  1504  fr-om 
P.  L.  3Si). 

See.  1144, 

Code, 

a.s 

added 

Act 

of 

April 

30, 

1925, 

Sec.  1505  fi'om 
P.  L.  380. 

Sec.  1145, 

Code, 

a,s 

added 

by 

Act 

of 

April 

30, 

102.5, 

Sec.  150()  from 
P.  L.  480. 

Sec.  1146, 

Code, 

as 

added 

l)y 

Act 

of 

April 

30, 

1025, 

Sec.  1507  from 
P.  L.  480. 

Sec.  1147, 

Code, 

as 

added 

'>y 

Act 

of 

April 

30, 

192.5, 

Sec.  1508,  from 
P.  L.  480. 

Sec.  1148, 

Code, 

as 

added 

by 

Act 

of 

April 

30, 

1925, 

S('c.  1500  from 
P.  Jj.  480. 

Sec.  1140, 

('ode. 

as 

added 

by 

.iVet 

of 

A])i'il 

30, 

1025, 

S(H'.  1510  fi'om 
P.  Ij.  480. 

Sec.  1150, 

Code, 

as 

added 

by 

Act 

of 

April 

30, 

1 025, 

Sec.  1515  I'rom 
P.  P.  480. 

Sec.  1152. 

( 'ode. 

as 

added 

by 

Act 

of 

April 

30, 

1 025 

Sec.  1520  from 
]\  h.  480. 

Sec.  115;’). 

Cod(‘. 

as 

added 

by 

Act 

of 

Api'il 

30, 

1025, 

S(‘c.  1525  fi'om 
P.  Jj.  480. 

Sec.  1154, 

( ‘ode, 

as 

add('d 

by 

Act 

of 

April 

30, 

1025, 

S(M‘.  1526  from 
P.  L.  480. 

See.  1155, 

( 'ode. 

as 

added 

hy 

Act 

of 

A])i-il 

30, 

1025, 

Sec.  1540  fi'om 
P.  L.  480. 

Sec.  1156, 

Code. 

as 

added 

by 

Act 

of 

A[)i'il 

.30, 

1025, 

Sec.  1541  from 

Sec.  1157. 

(^'ode. 

as 

added 

bv 

Act 

of 

April 

30, 

1025, 

L.  4.80. 
1027.  P.  L. 

Secs.  15::0 
410. 

and  1 

5.41 

in  accord 

Avith  Act  of 

April  27, 

Sec.  1532  from 
P.  L.  380. 

Sec.  1158, 

Code, 

as 

added 

by 

Act 

of 

April 

30, 

1925, 

S('c.  1535  fi-om 

Sec.  1150. 

Code. 

as 

added 

bv 

Act 

of 

April 

.30. 

1025, 

P.  L.  380. 

in  accoi’d 

with 

Act 

of  A] 

n-il 

10, 

1901,  ]\ 

L.  82,  as 

fimended  by  Act  of  July  14,  1014,  P.  L.  865. 

Sec.  15-10  from  Soc.  1140.  Code,  wliieli  Ciniio  from  Secs.  1 and  2.  Act 
ol  j\Iay  1,  10f)0.  I’,  p.  406.  as  aimnidcd  bv  Act  of  -lunc'  15  1911 
P.  L.  066.  ■ > ^ 

Sec.  15-11  from  Sec.  1111.  ('od('.  wliicli  caine  from  See.  1,  Act  of  Alay  1, 
1000.  P.  Ij.  406.  as  amcnd(>d  l)v  S(>c.  1,  Act  of  .lime  15,  1011  P l/ 
!)66. 

See.  1601  from  Sec.  1210.  (lode,  as  added  bv  Act  of  ]\Iarcli  20  1020 
P.  L.  44. 

See.  1602  fi-om  See.  1210,  Code,  as  added  by  Act  of  Alarcli  20  1020 
P.  L.  33. 

Sec.  1603  from  Sec.  1211.  Code,  a.s  added  bt^  Act  of  March  20  10‘^0 
P.  L.  33.  ‘ 

Sec.  1604  from  Sec.  1212,  Code,  a.s  added  bv  Act  of  March  20  1020 
P.  L.  33. 

Sec.  1605  from  Sec.  1213,  Code,  as  added  bv  Act  of  :\rarcli  20  1020 
P.  L.  33. 
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S<‘c.  1606  from  Secs.  120.j  and  1206,  Code,  'whicli  came  from  Secs.  1 
and  2 of  the  Act  of  June  1,  1911,  P.  L.  511. 

Sec.  1607  from  Sec.  1207,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  10,  Act  of  June 
15,  1913,  P.  L.  415. 

See.  1608  f]-om  Sec.  1214,  Cotle,  as  added  h}'  Act  of  March  20,  1929, 
P.  L.  33. 

See.  1701  from  Sec.  1250,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  ilay 
11,  1901,  P.  L.  169. 

See.  1702  from  Sec.  1220,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  10,  1929, 
P.  L.  469,  and  See.  1221,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  j\Iay  16, 
1921,  P.  L.  575;  the  original  Code  sections  came  from  Secs.  1 and 

2,  Act  of  Jane  26,  1895,  P.  L.  324. 

Sec.  1703  from  Sec.  1220,  Code,  as  amended  by  Act  of  April  10,  1929, 
P.  L.  469 ; the  original  Code  .section  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of 
June  26,  1895,  P.  L.  324. 

See.  1704  from  Secs.  1222  and  1223,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act 
of  June  10,  1901,  P.  L.  555,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  15, 
1913,  P.  L.  66. 

Sec.  1705  from  Sec.  1224,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  June 
10,  1901.  P.  L.  555.  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  15,  1913, 
P.  L.  66. 

Sec.  1706  from  Sec.  1225,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  Jane 
10,  1901,  P.  L.  555,  as  amended  by  Sec.  1,  Act  of  April  15,  1913, 
P.  L.  66. 

Sec.  1707  from  Secs.  1228  and  1229,  Code,  which  came  from  Secs.  3 
and  4,  Act  of  Jnne  10,  1901,  P.  L.  555. 

See.  1801  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  j\Iav  24,  1923,  P.  L.  442,  as  amended  by 
Act  of  May  15,  1925,  P.  L.  642. 

Sec.  1802  from  See.  2,  Act  of  May  24,  1923,  P.  L.  442.  Altered  to 
make  license  fees  payable  to  the  township  and  making  the  enforc- 
ing proceeding  snmmary. 

Sec.  1803  from  Sec.  3,  Act  of  May  24,  1923,  P.  L.  442. 

Sec.  1811  from  Sec.  1270,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  :\ct  of  May 
17,  1883,  P.  L.  31. 

Sec.  1812  from  See.  1271,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  May 

3,  1915,  P.  L.  217. 

Sec.  1813  from  Act  of  May  14,  1925,  P.  L.  745. 

Sec.  1901  from  See.  1,  Act  of  Jidv  8,  1919,  P.  Ij.  784,  as  amended  by 
Act  of  Mav  11,  1921,  P L.  484,  and  Act  of  Alarch  24,  1927,  P.  L. 
56. 

See.  1902  from  See.  2,  Act  of  Jnlv  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784,  a,s  amended  by 
Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484,  and  Act  of  March  24,  1927,  P.  L. 
56. 

Sec.  1903  from  Sec.  3,  xVct  of  Jnlv  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784,  as  amended  by 
Act  of  May  11, 1921,  P.  L.  484‘,  and  Act  of  March  24,  1927,  P.  L.  56. 
Sec.  1904  from  Sec.  4,  Act  of  Jnl}'  8,  1919,  P.  Ij.  784,  as  amended  by 
Act  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484. 

See.  1905  from  Sec.  5,  Act  of  Jnlv  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784.  as  amended  by 
Act  of  Alay  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484,  and  Act  of  March  24,  1927,  P.  L. 
56. 
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See.  1906  from  See.  6,  Aet  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  Ij.  784,  as  amended  by 
Aet  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484,  and  Aet  of  Mareh  24,  1927,  P.  L. 
56. 

See.  1907  from  See.  7,  Aet  of  July  8,  1919,  P.  L.  784,  as  amended  by 
Aet  of  May  11,  1921,  P.  L.  484,  and  Aet  of  Mareh  24,  1927,  P.  L. 
56. 

See.  2001  from  See.  1395,  Code,  wliieli  eame  from  See.  5,  Aet  of  April 
15,  1834,  P.  L.  537. 

Sec.  2002  from  Sec.  1397,  Code,  uliicli  came  from  See.  1 Aet  of  March 
23,  1877,  P.  L.  20. 

Sec.  2003  from  Sec.  1398,  Code,  which  came  from  See.  1,  Act  of  May 
11,  1911,  P.  L.  208. 

See.  2004  from  Sec.  1399,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  1,  Act  of  May 
11,  1911,  P.  L.  208. 

See.  2005  from  See.  1400,  Code,  which  came  from  Sec.  2,  Act  of  May 
11,  1911,  P.  L.  208. 

See.  2006  from  Sec.s.  1 and  2,  Act  of  April  17,  1929,  P.  L.  527  (No. 
229). 


PROPOSED  TOWNSHIP  REWARD  LAW 
An  Act 

Establishing  and  regulating  a sy.stem  of  township  reward,  enabling 
the  Commonwealth  to  assist  financially,  townships  of  the 
second  class  in  the  construction,  improvement  and  maintenance 
of  township  roads,  the  erection  and  construction  of  township 
bridges  and  the  purchase  and  installation  of  culvert  and  drain 
pipe ; defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  county  commissioners, 
township  supervisors  and  the  State  Department  of  Highways 
in  relation  thereto;  and  repealing  existing  laws  relating 
thereto. 

Section  1.  Township  Reward  System  Established.  Be  it  enacted 
by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  a system  of  township  reward  is 
hereby  established  by  the  Commonwealth  to  assist  townships  of  the 
second  class  in  the  construction,  improvement  and  maintenance  of 
township  roads,  the  erection  and  construction  of  township  bridges, 
and  the  purchase  and  installation  of  culvert  and  drain  pipe. 

Section  2.  Apportionment  of  Appropriations.  The  moneys  ap- 
propriated by  the  General  Assembly  for  township  reward  for  the 
fiscal  biennium  commencing  June  first,  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-three,  and  for  each  biennium  thereafter,  shall  be  appor- 
tioned by  the  State  Department  of  Highways  among  the  several 
counties  of  the  Commonwealth  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  miles 
of  township  road  located  in  townships  of  the  second  class.  Not  more 
than  fifteen  per  centum  of  any  appropriation  apportioned  to  any 
county  shall  be  available  in  any  one  township  in  such  county.  But 
in  case  any  excess  in  the  amount  set  aside  for  use  in  a county  remains 
after  all  applications  from  the  several  townships  in  the  county  have 
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been  considered,  the  State  Department  of  Highways  shall  apportion 
the  excess  among  the  townships  that  have  applications  on  file  for  more 
than  fifteen  per  centum.  If  there  are  not  enough  applications  from 
all  the  townships  in  a county,  filed  on  or  before  May  first  of  the  year 
next  succeeding  the  appropriation,  to  exhaust  tlie  apportionment  of 
township  reward  to  such  county,  then  such  excess  shall  be  appor- 
tioned to  the  counties  where  the  applications  of  the  townships  call 
for  the  expenditure  of  a sum  greater  than  the  amount  originally  ap- 
portioned to  said  county. 

Applications  filed  under  laws  existing  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 
act  for  which  agreements  have  not  been  issued  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Highways,  because  of  insufficient  funds,  to  the  several  town- 
ships on  or  before  hlay  first,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  shall  be  void  unless  reaffirmed  by  the  township  supervisors  on 
or  before  May  first,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and 
biennially  thereafter  all  applications  on  file  shall  be  void  unless  re- 
affirmed on  or  before  May  first  of  each  odd-numbered  year. 

All  moneys  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  biennium  June  first,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one  to  June  first,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  shall  be  apportioned  by  the  Department 
of  Highways  among  the  several  counties  in  proportion  to  the  estimated 
rewards  payable  on  all  applications  filed  with  the  Department  of  High- 
ways, under  laws  existing  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  on  or  before 
September  thirtieth,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty.  If  any 
township  or  townships  shall  fail  to  take  up  any  apportionment  allotted 
to  it  or  them  for  the  fiscal  biennium  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-one  to  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three,  on  or  before 
January  first,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-two,  then  such 
moneys  shall  be  applied  to  any  unsatisfied  applications  on  file  on  or 
before  September  thirtieth,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty, 
in  the  order  of  their  date  of  filing. 

Section  3.  Applications  for  Township  Reward.  Applications  for 
township  reward  for  the  construction  and  improvement  of  township 
roads,  and  for  the  erection  and  construction  of  towmship  bridges  shall 
be  made  by  the  township  supervisors  of  townships  of  the  second  class, 
on  or  before  May  first  of  each  year,  and  annually  thereafter  to  the 
State  Department  of  Highways  on  blanks  furnished  by  the  depart- 
ment, which  application  shall  be  considered  by  the  department  by 
counties  in  the  order  of  filing.  Application  for  the  improvement  of  a 
road,  previously  improved  with  the  aid  of  reAvard  moneys,  may  be 
made,  but  not  for  a loAA^er  type  of  improvement. 

Section  4.  Classes  of  Improvements.  RcAvards  shall  be  granted 
by  the  Commonwealth  only  for  iniproA’cments  at  least  one-fourth  mile 
in  length  (except  bridges,  pipes  and  drains)  of  the  folloAving  classes: 

(a)  Grading  and  draining  a sectioji  of  road  including  any  stream 
change. 

(b)  Using  gravel,  granulated  slag,  cinders,  or  other  approA’ed 
materials  on  a graded  and  drained  road. 

(c)  Constructing  a road  AAuth  broken  stone,  air-cooled  slag,  or 
other  approved  materials  base  and  broken  stone,  granulated  slag,  air- 
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cooled  slag,  gravel,  cinders  t>r  other  approved  material  top  on  a 
graded  and  drained  road. 

(d)  Const rncting  a bituininons  surface  treated  macadam  road 
constructed  ol  lu'okcn  stoue  or  air-cooled  slag  or  traffic  bound  stage 
construction  macadam  road  on  a graded  and  drained  road. 

(e)  Constructing  a l)itumiuous  surface  road  of  .stone  or  air- 
cooh'd  ^lag. 

(f)  Const  I'licting  a concrete  or  buck  road. 

(g)  I'.rectiou  and  construction  of  bridges,  tliree  f('et  or  more 
span,  of  concrete  or  stone,  or  botl),  or  steel  bridges  with  floors  con- 
sti'ucted  of  materials  approved  by  the  State  Department  of  lliglnvay.s. 

(h)  Ihu'chase  and  installation  of  culvert  and  drain  pipes. 

Section  5.  Amount  of  Reward  Based  on  Assessed  Valuations. 
The  amount  of  I'cwar.l  payable  by  the  Commonwealth  for  any  improve- 
ment shall  be  as  follows: 

(a)  In  townships  having  an  a.sse.ssed  valuation  of  twenty  thou- 
.saud  ('ollars  (.'r2f).()l)0)  per  mile  of  road  or  le.ss,  seventy-five  per  centum 
(75%)  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  improvement. 

(b)  In  townships  Inn'iug  an  ass('ssed  valuation  per  mile  of  road 
(if  moi'i'  than  twtuity  tlumsaud  dollars  (.'j<2(),(t()t)) , but  le.ss  than  thirty 
thousand  dollars  (.‘fdO.OOO) . sixty  ]-»er  centum  ((>0%)  of  the  actual 
co,st  of  the  improveimmt. 

(c)  In  towusliijis  Inning  an  asse.'.sed  valuation  per  mile  of  road 

of  thirty  thousand  dol'ars  )()!))  and  more,  fifty  iier  centum  (50%) 

of  the  actual  cost  of  the  impi’ovement. 

Section  6.  Standard  V/idths  on  Which  Rewards  Based.  No  re- 
ward shall  be  paid  for  the  imp]'o\'ement  of  any  road  Avhere  the  im- 
provement is  of  less  width  than  sixteen  feet. 

Section  7.  Primary  System  of  Township  Roads.  Tu  each  county 
there  shall  be  (established,  as  .soon  as  ])Ossihle,  a primary  system  of 
townshi|)  roads.  Roads  on  the  ^irimary  .system  shall  be  selected  with 
respect  to  the  accomodation  afforded  to  the  traveling  public  to  reach 
cent(ers  of  po])ulatioji  within  and  without  the  county.  The  primary 
•system  of  township  roads  shall  be  e.stablished  by  the  county  eommi.s- 
siouers  of  each  county  and  the  supervisors  of  the  several  township.s 
within  the  county,  but  shall  not  be  deemed  finally  adopted  until  it 
ha.s  been  approved  by  the  State  Department  of  Highways.  After  such 
final  adoption,  the  couiity  commissioners  and  supervisors  may,  from 
time  to  time,  with  the  approval  of  the  Department  of  Highways,  add 
additional  spurs  or  roads  to,  or  eliminate  roads  from,  such  primary 
system.  All  roads  not  on  the  primary  system  .shall  be  secondary 
township  roads.  When  the  system  of  primary  roads  has  been  finally 
ado))ted  in  any  county,  no  town.ship  reward  ]uoneys,  appropriated 
by  the  ( kmimoinvcalth.  shall  therc'after  bo  allocated  for  expenditure, 
ill  any  lownsliip  cxcejit  for  improveimmts  on  such  primary  road  .sys- 
tem: Provided,  howevci-.  That  reward  moneys  may  be  e.xpended  for 
culvert  and  drain  jiiiv’s  and  bridges  on  the  sccoudaiy  .system  of  toAvn- 
shi])  roads. 

Section  8.  Letting  Contracts.  Township  Authorized  to  Do 
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Work.  All  toAvnsliip  reAvard  imiAPOA’enient.s  may  lie  made  ky  the  toAA'n- 
ship  superAdsors  of  such  toAA’iiship  by  contract,  to  he  let  by  the  toAvn- 
ship  superA'isors  to  the  loAvest  responsible  bidder  after  three  AA’eeks 
publication  in  at  least  two  neAA'spapers  published  in  the  county  in 
AAdiich  such  toAA’nship  is  located  if  so  many  are  published  in  such  county, 
or  such  improA’ements  may  be  made  partly  by  the  toAAmship  and  partly 
by  contract,  to  be  let  only  after  adA’ertisement  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided. All  the  AA-ork  of  making  said  improvement  may  be  done  by  the 
tOAA'nship. 

Section  9.  Approval  of  Plans  and  Specifications.  Before  any 
roads  are  constructed  or  improA’ed  or  bridges  are  erected  or  con- 
structed under  the  toAvnship  iward  system,  the  supervisors  of  the 
toAAm.sliip  a.sking  for  toAA’iiship  reAvard  shall  furnish  to  the  State  De- 
partment of  Highways  a copy  of  the  plans  and  specifications  of  the 
proposed  improvement,  together  Avitli  estimates  of  the  cost  of  such 
improA'ement,  unless  such  plans  and  estimates  haA’e  been  made  by  said 
department.  No  reward  shall  be  paid  to  any  toAAuiship  until  the  State 
Department  of  HigliAvays  has  approved  the  plans  and  specifications 
as  filed  in  the  department.  AYhen  such  plans  and  specifications  have 
been  approved,  the  department  shall  certify  to  the  tOAvnship  super- 
visors the  proportion  of  the  cost  of  such  imjArovement  AAdAich  the 
CommonAvealth  agrees  to  pay. 

Section  10.  Failure  to  Commence  Improvements  in  Time. 
Partial  and  Final  Payments  of  ReAvard  Moneys.  The  actual  Avork  of 
construction  and  improA'ement  of  any  township  reward  road  or  other 
reA\mrd  project  shall  be  commenced  AAnthin  the  time  specified  by  the 
State  Department  of  Highways.  If  not  so  commenced  the  department 
shall  have  power  to  withdraAV  its  allocation  of  rcAvard  moneys  for 
the  improvement.  AVhen  any  toAvnship  reward  improvement  has  been 
completed  to  the  extent  of  sixty  per  centum,  the  department  shall  in 
cases  where  the  total  amount  of  reAvard  is  tAvo  thousand  dollars 
($2,000)  or  more,  pay  to  the  toAvnship  fifty  per  centum  of  the  rCAvard 
moneys,  except  where  the  improA^ement  is  for  the  construction  of  a 
traffic  bound  road,  in  Avhich  case  the  department  shall  apportion  the 
total  amormt  of  reward  moneys  allocated  into  three  equal  sums,  and 
one  such  equal  sum  shall  be  paid  to  the  toAvnship  each  year  over  a 
three-year  period  as  the  work  for  each  year  is  completed.  Final  pay- 
ments of  reward  moneys  due,  whether  the  total  or  the  part  remaining 
unpaid,  shall  in  all  cases  be  made  Avhen  the  improA’ement  is  finally 
completed. 

When  any  partial  or  annual  payment  is  due  any  toAvnship,  or 
upon  completion  of  the  Avork  for  AAhich  toAA'nship  reAA’ard  lias  been 
granted,  according  to  the  plans,  specifications  and  contract,  as  shoAA-n 
in  either  case,  by  the  .SAA-orn  .statement  of  a majority  of  the  board  of 
loAvnship  superA’isors  and  such  oilier  evidence  as  tlie  department  may 
require,  the  department  shall  certify  1o  the  Auditor  General  IIk' 
amount  of  township  reAvard  due  said  toAvnship  and  he  shall  draAc 
a Avarrant  upon  the  State  Treasurer  to  the  toAvnship  treasurer  Avhich 
shall  be  paid  out  of  moneys  approjiriated  for  such  purposes. 

Section  11.  Maintenance  of  ToAvnship  Reward  Roads.  State  Aid. 
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Any  township  road  improved  under  the  reward  system,  shall  he 
maintained  by  the  township  in  accordance  with  standards  prescribed 
by  the  Department  of  Highways,  but  the  Commonwealth  shall  con- 
tribute towards  the  cost  of  such  maintenance. 

The  amount  contributed  by  the  Commonwealth  shall  not  exceed 
fifty  per  centum  of  such  cost  of  maintenance  in  townships  having  an 
assessed  valuation  of  more  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000)  per 
mile  of  road,  or  sixty  per  centum  in  townships  having  an  assessed 
valuation  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000)  per  mile 
of  road  but  less  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000),  or  seventy- 
five  per  centum  in  townships  having  an  assessed  valuation  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  ($20,000),  or  less  per  mile  of  road  of  the  yearly 
maintenance  expense,  and  in  the  case  of  bituminous  surface  treatment, 
shall  not  exceed  four  hundred  dollars  ($400)  per  mile  in  townships 
having  an  assessed  valuation  of  more  than  thirty  thousand  dollars 
($30,000)  per  mile  of  road,  or  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  ($480) 
per  mile  in  townships  having  an  assessed  valuation  of  more  than 
twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000)  but  less  than  thirty  thoiisand  dol- 
lars ($30,000)  per  mile  of  road,  or  six  hundred  ($600)  per  mile  in 
townships  having  an  assessed  valuation  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
($20,000)  or  less  per  mile  of  road;  and  in  all  other  cases  shall  not 
exceed  one  hundred  dollars  ($100)  per  mile  in  townships  having  an 
assessed  valuation  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  ($20,000) 
per  mile  of  road,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  ($120)  per  mile  in 
townships  having  an  assessed  valuation  of  more  than  twenty  thousand 
dollars  ($20,000)  but  less  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  ($30,000)  per 
mile  of  road,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150)  per  mile  in 
towmships  having  an  assessment  valuation  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
($20,000)  or  less  per  mile  of  road. 

The  aid  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  based  only  upon  road 
surfaces  of  gravel,  shale,  cinder,  slag,  broken  stone,  asphalt,  bituminous 
surface  treated  macadam,  or  other  approved  material  of  a width  of  six- 
teen feet  and  a length  of  one  mile.  Corresponding  reduction  or  addition 
in  the  amount  of  maintenance  aid  shall  be  made  as  the  width  of  the 
improved  road  surface  is  decreased  or  increased.  No  maintenance  aid 
shall  be  paid  for  any  road  having  less  than  nine  feet  of  improved  road 
surface. 

Township  reward  roads  shall  be  maintained  by  the  supervisors, 
but  such  maintenance,  where  the  State  contributes,  shall  be  done  only 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  Highways. 

Before  any  maintenance  work  is  performed  to  which  the  Common- 
wealth is  to  contribute,  the  supervisors  of  the  township  shall  petition 
for  aid  on  forms  prepared  and  furnished  by  the  Department  of  High- 
ways, showung  the  nature  of  the  maintenance  work  to  be  done  with 
estimates  of  the  cost  of  such  work.  If  the  petition  and  estimate  is 
approved  by  the  Department  of  Highways  it  shall  certify  to  the  town- 
ship supervisors  the  portion  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  which  the 
Commonwealth  agrees  to  pay.  Where  the  cost  of  maintenance  is  more 
or  less  than  that  set  forth  in  the  contract,  a proper  increase  or  de- 
duction in  the  aid  shall  be  made  by  the  Commonwealth  not,  however, 
exceeding  the  limitation  provided  in  this  section. 

Upon  final  completion  of  any  maintenance  work  for  which  aid  has 


255 


been  granted  by  the  Conimomyealtb,  the  supervisors  shall  furnish  to 
the  Department  of  Highways  a sworn  statement  of  the  expenditures 
and  such  other  evidence  as  the  department  shall  require,  and  the  de- 
partment shall  certify  to  the  Auditor  General  the  amount  due  the 
township,  which  shall  be  paid  in  the  usual  manner  out  of  moneys  ap- 
propriated for  such  purposes. 

Section  12.  Refusal  or  Neglect  to  Comply  With  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations. Upon  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  supervisors  of  any  town- 
ship to  carry  out  the  instructions,  rules,  and  regulations  of  the  State 
Department  of  Highways,  then  the  department  may  withhold  from 
such  township  the  amount  to  which  it  would  otherwise  be  entitled  for 
the  year  in  which  said  neglect  or  refusal  occurred. 

Section  13.  Repeal.  Saving  Clause.  The  following  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  are  hereby  repealed  absolutely: 

I.  Sections  four  hundred  and  thirty-two,  four  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-three, four  hundred  and  thirty-four,  four  hundred  and  thirty-five, 
four  hundred  and  thirty-six,  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  four 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  of  the  act  approved  the  fourteenth  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen  (P.  L.  840),  entitled 
“An  act  concerning  townships;  and  revising,  amending,  and  consol- 
idating the  law  relating  thereto.” 

II.  The  act  approved  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  nineteen,  (P.  L.  969),  entitled  “An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  approved  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  (Pamphlet  Laws,  eight  hundred  forty),  entitled 
‘An  act  concerning  townships;  and  revising,  amending,  and  consolidat- 
ing the  law  relating  thereto.’  ” 

III.  The  act  approved  the  twenty-first  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  (P.  L.  334),  entitled  “An  act 
to  further  amend  section  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  of  the  act  ap- 
proved the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventeen  (Pamphlet  Laws,  eight  hundred  forty),  entitled  ‘An  act 
concerning  townships;  and  revising,  amending,  and  consolidating  the 
law  relating  thereto.’  ” 

IV.  The  act  approved  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  (P.  L.  504),  entitled  “An  act 
to  amend  section  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  of  the  act,  approved 
the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen 
(Pamphlet  Laws,  eight  hundred  forty),  entitled  ‘An  act  concerning 
townships ; and  revising,  amending,  and  consolidating  the  law  relating 
thereto,’  as  amended.” 

V.  The  act  approved  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty- nine  (P.  L.  1057),  entitled  “An  act  to  amend 
sections  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  and  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  of  the  act,  approved  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  seventeen  (Pamphlet  Laws,  eight  hundred  forty), 
entitled  ‘An  act  concerning  townships;  and  revising,  amending  and 
consolidating  the  law  relating  thereto,’  as  amended.” 

VI.  The  act  approved  the  sixth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty -nine,  (P.  L.  1543),  entitled  “An  act  to  amend 
section  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  of  the  act,  approved  the  four- 
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teeiith  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  Imndred  and  seventeen  (Pam- 
phlet Laws,  eig'ht  hundred  forty),  entitled  ‘An  act  concerning  town- 
ships; and  revising,  amending,  and  consolidating  the  law  relating 
thereto,’  as  amended.” 

VII.  The  act  approved  the  seventh  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  (P.  L.  1584),  entitled  “An  act  to 
aiuenfl  s(>etion  four  liundred  and  thirty-four  of  the  act,  approved  llie 
fourteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen 
(Pamphlet  Laws,  eight  hundred  forty),  entitled  ‘An  act  concerning 
town.ship.s;  and  revising,  amending,  and  consolidating  the  law  relating 
thereto,’  as  amended.” 

VI II.  Section  one  of  the  act  a])proved  tlie  first  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine  (P.  L.  1062),  entitled  “An 
act  providing  for  assistance  by  the  Commonwealth  in  the  maintenance 
of  township  reward  roads,  and  making  an  appropriation  out  of  the 
iMotor  License  Fund  for  such  purposes.” 

IX.  The  act  approved  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  (P.  L.  1056),  entitled  “An  act  providing 
for  the  Commonwealth  to  sliare  in  the  cost  of  maintaining  township 
reward  roads.” 

P>ut  such  repeal  shall  not  be  deemed  to  void  any  contract  or  any 
allocation  of  moneys  made  or  any  applications  for  township  reward 
filed  with  the  State  Department  of  Highways  under  or  in  accordance 
with  such  repealed  laws. 
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